
'Gov't works on 'institutionalising' 
field visits, using hands-on approach' 
AMMAN (JT) — Minister 
of Government Commu-
nications Mohammed 
Momani said that the 
government is working 
on "institutionalising" 
the field visits and turn-
ing them into a hands-
on approach to address 
problems and achieve 
the envisioned economic 
growth.

Momani explained 
that the government has 
created "special units" 
at the Prime Ministry 
tasked with planning 
field visits and following 
up on their outcomes, 
especially those carried 
out by Prime Minister 
Jafar Hassan.

The minister also said 
that, through field visits, 
the government seeks 
to send a message that 
"what is happening in 
the region will not be a 
reason for delaying the 
work on local issues to 
realize the sought-after 
economic growth".

Chairing part of a 
Cabinet session on Tues-
day, His Majesty King 
Abdullah is the duty of 
every official to serve 
citizens, stressing the 
need to continue follow-
ing up on their needs in 
the field. 

His Majesty said re-
gional developments 
will not delay the imple-
mentation of political, 

economic and adminis-
trative modernisation 
programmes, noting 
that public administra-
tion development is the 
cornerstone of the mod-
ernisation process.

Prime Minister Jafar 
Hassan reiterated the 
government's commit-
ment to implementing 
the Royal directives to 
enable citizens to partic-
ipate in defining devel-
opment priorities at the 
local level and aligning 

them with the Economic 
Modernisation Vision as 
stated in the Letter of 
Designation, according 
to the statement. 

At a Lower House ses-
sion, Hassan reiterated 
the government's com-
mitment to prioritising 
urgent needs through 
ongoing field visits and 
addressing concerns 
raised by deputies dur-
ing recent discussions.

Continued on page 5

Lower House passes 2025 
state budget bill

AMMAN (JT) — The Low-
er House on Wednesday 
endorsed the draft state 
budget law for the fiscal 
year 2025. 

During a session 
chaired by Lower 
House Speaker Ahmad 

Safadi and attended by 
Prime Minister Jafar 
Hassan and Cabinet 
members, 90 out of out 
of the 129 lawmakers 
present voted in favour 
of the bill, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, 

reported.
Replying to MPs' re-

marks on the draft law, 
Finance Minister Ab-
dulhakim Shibli said 
that economic indica-
tors show a growth 
and improvement in 

the national economy 
despite wars and dif-
ficult conditions in the 
Arab world.

Shibli said that the 
government had not 
raised taxes on any 
basic commodities or 

the income tax, noting 
that the tax burden in 
the Kingdom is within 
the rate of countries 
with similar economic 
conditions.

Continued on page 5

By Ahmad Khatatneh 

AMMAN — The South-
ern Military Zone on 
Wednesday thwarted a 
drug smuggling attempt 
involving a drone along 
the western frontier 
within its area of re-
sponsibility.

The Border Guards, in 
cooperation with mili-
tary security agencies 
and the Anti-Narcotics 
Department, applied 
the rules of engage-
ment after detecting and 
tracking the drone and 
brought it down inside 
Jordanian territory, ac-
cording to a military 
source from the General 
Command of the Jor-
dan Armed Forces-Arab 
Army (JAF).

An army statement 
stressed that JAF re-
mains committed to 
utilising its various ca-
pabilities and resources 
to prevent all forms of 
infiltration and smug-
gling, ensuring the secu-
rity and stability of the 
Kingdom.

According to a recent 

statement to The Jordan 
Times, the Military Me-
dia Directorate said that 
there has been a notice-
able shift in smuggling 
activities towards the 
southern borders of the 
Kingdom.

“The reasons behind 
this shift are multifac-
eted, rooted in a combi-

nation of rigorous secu-
rity measures, regional 
instability, and the in-
genuity of the criminal 
networks involved in 
drug trafficking,” the di-
rectorate added.

“In response to this 
evolving threat, the JAF 
has deployed a com-
bination of high-tech 

solutions and strate-
gic military initiatives, 
including the use of 
advanced surveillance 
technologies such as 
drones and satellite sys-
tems to monitor remote 
border areas, allowing 
the military to detect 
smuggling attempts in 
real time.”
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GAZA STRIP, Pales-
tinian Territories 
(AFP) — Gaza's civil 
defence agency said 
a series of Israeli 
air strikes killed at 
least 14 people on 
Wednesday, in the 
latest violence to 
ravage the already 
devastated Palestin-
ian territory.

Five people were 
killed and several 
wounded in an air 
strike on the house 
of the Barghout 
family in the Zeitun 
neighbourhood of 
Gaza City, the agency 
said.

Three people were 
killed in another 
strike targeting the 
house of the Al Ban-
na family in the cen-
tral city of Deir El 
Balah.

A strike in Gaza 
City killed five peo-
ple, while a a strike 
on the house of the 
Weshah family in Al 
Bureij refugee camp 
killed a child, it 
added.

An AFP journal-
ist later observed 
people searching 
through the rubble of 
the house to salvage 
what they could.

Rescuers also re-
covered the bod-
ies of three people 
who were killed by a 
drone strike in Rafah 
district on Tuesday.

The latest strikes 
came as mediators 
Qatar, Egypt, and 
the United States 
brokered negotia-
tions between Israel 
and Hamas in Doha 
for a deal to end the 
fighting in Gaza and 
secure the release of 
hostages.

Continued on page 5

Gaza 
rescuers say 
14 killed in 
Israel strikes

Safadi holds talks with EU senior officials 
on bilateral relations, Gaza, Syria 
AMMAN (JT) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ayman 
Safadi held talks on 
Wednesday with senior 
European Union offi-
cials on strengthening 
Jordan-EU relations.

Discussions focused 
on finalising a com-
prehensive strategic 
partnership agreement 
that will open broader 
horizons for economic, 
investment, trade, de-
fence, and security co-
operation, according 
to a Foreign Ministry 
statement.   

The talks also went 
over regional develop-
ments, particularly 
efforts to achieve an 
immediate and last-
ing ceasefire to end the 
Israeli aggression on 
Gaza and the unprec-
edented humanitar-
ian catastrophe it has 
exacerbated.  

Safadi and EU offi-
cials also discussed the 
situation in Syria.

Safadi met with Euro-
pean Council President 
Antonio Costa, convey-
ing greetings from His 

Majesty King Abdullah 
and appreciation for 
the strong partnership 
between Jordan and the 
EU. 

Costa commended 
King Abdullah’s lead-
ership in resolving 
regional crises and 
achieving a just and 
comprehensive peace 

in the region, the state-
ment said. 

The meeting explored 
ways to enhance coop-
eration between Jordan 
and the EU, including 
the signing of the com-
prehensive strategic 
partnership agreement.  

Continued on page 5

From Jordan to Vatican: Celebrating Christianity in the Holy Land

By Sophie Constantin 

AMMAN — In February 
2025, the halls of the Vati-
can Museums will unveil 
a unique exhibition, “Jor-
dan: Dawn of Christianity 
/ Giordania: Alba del Cris-
tianesimo”, a collection of 
90 artefacts carefully cu-
rated to bring to life the 
enduring legacy of Jor-
dan as a cradle of Christi-
anity, bridging millennia 
of history and faith. 

The exhibition, a col-
laboration between Jor-

dan’s Ministry of Tour-
ism and Antiquities, the 
Jordan Tourism Board, 
and the Vatican, also 
commemorates the 30 
years of diplomatic ties 
between Jordan and the 
Holy See. It coincides 
with the Holy Jubilee 
Year, themed “Pilgrimage 
of Hope”, as well as the 
60th anniversary of Pope 
Paul VI’s historic visit to 
Jordan in 1964. 

As His Majesty King 
Abdullah remarked, “Our 
country is home to a 

historic Christian com-
munity: all our citizens 
actively share in build-
ing our strong nation. 
Furthermore, Christians 
have been part of the 
Middle East societies for 
thousands of years and 
are vital to the future of 
our region.”

A pilgrimage 
through artefacts

The one-month exhibi-
tion will offer visitors an 
extraordinary journey 

through some of the most 
significant sites in Chris-
tian history. Artefacts 
from over 30 archaeologi-
cal locations in Jordan 
have been meticulously 
selected to tell the stories 
of faith, resilience, and 
the spiritual heritage that 
connects the region to the 
foundations of Christian-
ity, featuring five pilgrim-
age sites acknowledged 
by the Vatican such as Tel 
Mar Elias (the birthplace 
of Prophet Elijah), Our 
Lady of the Mountain 

Church (shrine commem-
orating Mother Mary), 
Machaerus (the martyr-
dom of John the Baptist), 
and the Baptism Site of 
Jesus Christ. 

Many of these archaeo-
logical treasures are be-
ing displayed outside of 
Jordan for the first time, 
underscoring their uni-
versal significance and 
offering a rare glimpse 
into Jordan’s biblical 
landscape. 

Continued on page 5

Army foils drug smuggling attempt 
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The Southern Military Zone on Wednesday thwarts a drug smuggling attempt involving a drone 
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Jordan seeks to develop agricultural 
industries with focus on high-value crops
AMMAN (JT) — Minis-
ter of Agriculture Kha-
led Hneifat on Wednes-
day said that the 
ministry aims to sup-
port investment op-
portunities and estab-
lish partnerships with 
investors to develop 
agricultural industries 
based on high-value 
crops.  

He stressed that 
through the Economic 
Modernisation VIsion, 
the National Plan for 
Sustainable Agricul-
ture, and the invest-
ment pillar in the sec-
tor, the ministry seeks 
to promote investment 
opportunities in ag-
ricultural industry 
development, which 
will benefit rural 
communities, create 
job opportunities for 

youth and introduce 
new crops, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, 
reported. 

This came during 
his meeting with Al-
gerian investor Chakib 
Boublenza, specialis-

ing in crop farming 
and processing, in the 
presence of United Na-
tions Food and Agri-
culture Organisation 
(FAO) Representative 
in Jordan Nabil Assaf. 

Talks during the 
meeting discussed en-
hancing investment 
opportunities and de-
veloping the carob 
sector within the min-
istry through the FAO-
funded Value Chain 
Development Project 
in Jordan.  

The meeting also 
went over means to 
boost cooperation 
with the private sector 
to support the project, 
including carob culti-
vation, production and 
processing, as a prom-
ising opportunity for 
this product.
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The ministry aims to support investment opportunities and establish partnerships with investors

The meeting 

also went over 

means to boost 

cooperation 

with the private 

sector...

New ambassador of Japan 
presents credentials
AMMAN (JT) — For-
eign Ministry Sec-
retary-General for 
Diplomatic and Expa-
triates Affairs Majid 

Qatarneh on Wednes-
day received a copy of 
the credentials of Ja-
pan’s newly appointed 
ambassador to Jordan 

Hideki Asari, as ac-
credited and resident 
ambassador to the 
Kingdom, according to 
a ministry statement.

DIPLOMACY

Al Hussein Fund for Excellence 
launches award for graduate projects
AMMAN (JT) — Al Hus-
sein Fund for Excellence 
(HFE) on Wednesday 
launched the “Intaliq 
Award” (Go ahead in 
English) for graduate 
projects, which aims to 
inspire Jordanian youth 
to develop innovative so-
lutions to the challenges 
the Kingdom may face in 
the coming years. 

Emphasising the im-
portance of youth in 
shaping Jordan’s future, 
Governor of the Central 
Bank of Jordan and HFE 
Chairman Adel Sharkas 
said the award aims to 
encourage students to 
address local challenges 
while honing their skills 
and turning their ideas 
into impactful start-ups 
that can contribute to 
the Kingdom’s economic 
growth. 

He added that the 
award aims to strength-
en the link between 

academia and the la-
bour market by encour-
aging innovation that 
can boost the national 

economy, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, 
reported.

The award, which fo-

cuses on key sectors 
such as energy and water 
technology, information 
technology, healthcare, 

environmental sustain-
ability, infrastructure, 
agriculture and food 
security, invites univer-
sity students to submit 
projects that address 
these areas. 

Universities will carry 
out an initial assess-
ment of the projects to 
ensure they meet the 
award criteria, with the 
top 10 projects from 
each institution being 
nominated for further 
consideration. 

The shortlisted 
projects will be show-
cased at a national ex-
hibition where a panel 
of judges will select 
winners.

The HFE, a key ini-
tiative of the Jordanian 
banking sector, is dedi-
cated to promoting crea-
tivity and excellence in 
various fields, includ-
ing culture, science and 
business.

Petra photo
 

The award aims to encourage students to address local challenges while honing their skills 

and turning their ideas into impactful start-ups that can contribute to the Kingdom’s economic 

growth

Yarmouk University starts receiving 
applications for Shireen Abu Akleh scholarship
AMMAN (JT) — The Fac-
ulty of Mass Communi-
cation at Yarmouk Uni-
versity has announced 
the start of receiving 
applications for the Shi-
reen Abu Akleh Media 
Scholarship for the mas-
ter’s degree in media for 
the second semester of 
the 2024-2025 academic 
year.  

In a statement re-
leased on Wednesday, 
the university said the 
scholarship covers ad-
mission and registration 
fees, as well as credit 
hour fees, excluding re-
medial and repeated 
courses. 

The scholarship is 
open to all nationalities.  

The university noted 
that recipients of the 
scholarship will be en-
rolled in the thesis track, 
with the condition that 
their thesis addresses is-
sues related to Palestin-
ian media or highlights 

the impact of occupation 
and the suffering of the 
Palestinian people.  

University President 
Islam Massad said that 
continuing to offer this 
scholarship for the third 
year reflects Yarmouk 
University’s commit-
ment to its national and 
Arab messages, as in-
spired by Jordan, under 
the leadership of His 
Majesty King Abdullah, 
where Palestine remains 
the Kingdom’s central 

cause.
Massad stressed the 

critical role of media in 
supporting the Palestin-
ian issue and highlight-
ing the violations and 
hardships faced by the 
Palestinian people under 
the occupation.  

The university’s Board 
of Trustees launched 
this scholarship to hon-
our the memory of Abu 
Akleh, who was assas-
sinated by Israeli occu-
pation forces while per-
forming her journalist 
duties in Jenin Refugee 
Camp. 

Abu Akleh was a grad-
uate of the university’s 
department of journal-
ism and media at the 
Faculty of Arts in 1991.  

For further details 
about the scholarship 
and application process, 
interested candidates 
can visit:  https://www.
yu.edu.jo/index.php/
ann-ar/6255-2024-2091.

Photo courtesy of Yarmouk University
 

Shireen Abu Akleh was a graduate of the Yarmouk University’s department of journalism and 

media at the Faculty of Arts in 1991

The scholarship 

is open to all 

nationalities

Discoveries at Tell Ammata suggest long-term activity, specialised tool use

By Saeb Rawashdeh

AMMAN — Tell Ammata, 
located in Jerash Gover-
norate, is where archae-
ologists found a lot of 
pottery between the Wadi 
Rajib and Tell Ammata.

Although several tools 
and flint debitage have 
been discovered in the vi-
cinity of the pottery con-
centration, they cannot 
be positively associated 
with it. The dating of flint 
tools is, especially for the 
later periods like the Ro-
man or Islamic eras, no-
toriously difficult, said 
Eva Kaptijn from Leiden 
University. 

Kaptijn added that the 
flint distribution shows 
no clear clustering at the 
same location as the pot-
tery concentration. Fur-
thermore, there is no evi-
dence to chronologically 
connect the flint to the 
concentration as the tools 
discovered here are of an 
ad hoc nature.

“No large flint collec-
tion has been discovered 
in the northern area. In 
most plots only one or 
two pieces of flint were 
collected. At first glance 
flint artefacts seem to 
be randomly distributed 
over the fields in this re-
gion; no clear clustering 
is visible. Furthermore, 
the distribution of waste 
and tools also does not 
demonstrate any spatial 
patterning,” Kaptijn said.

She added that when 
the total number of flint 
artefacts and the ratio be-
tween waste and tools of 
this region is compared 
to other areas differences 
become apparent. 

Fields located just a few 
kilometres to the south 
and surveyed by the same 
team yielded significant-
ly fewer flint artefacts. 

In the area around Tell 
Mazar and Tell Adliyyeh 
only one or two flint ar-
tefacts per hectare have 
been discovered, and 
the ratio between waste 
and tools is very high, 
even when compared to 
other concentrations, the 
scholar highlighted, add-
ing that in this northern 
area tools constitute 36 
per cent of the total flint 
assemblage. 

“For the other fields 
surveyed in the same sea-
son only 25 per cent of the 
assemblage consists of 
tools,” Kaptijn said.

The apparent lack of 
a flint concentration 
around the Ammata con-
centration is not an ac-
tual absence of cluster-
ing. The comparison with 
neighbouring areas to the 
south, surveyed by the 
same team and, therefore, 
not subject to collection 
biases, shows that the 
entire northern region 
should be considered as a 
dispersed cluster. 

Selection of discovered 
tiles may be a result of the 
fact that pottery is mainly 
related to the specific lo-
cations in the landscape 
like settlements or farm-
steads where it was used 
as e.g. storage containers 
and serving dishes, she 
underlined, adding that 
flint artefacts are, how-
ever, more used in special 
activities and less as pas-
sive receptacles. 

“Scrapers were, for ex-
ample, used in the prepa-

ration of skins and sickle 
blades in the harvesting 
of cereals. Some of these 
activities, like cereal har-
vesting, without a doubt 
took place outside the 
settlement in the culti-
vated fields.” 

“Other activities, like 
the slaughtering of ani-
mals, may well have taken 
place outside the confines 
of the domestic space. 
This phenomenon would 
be reflected in a less 
dense clustering of flint 
tools,” Kaptijn elaborated, 
stressing that it does not 
explain the waste distri-
bution, for this distribu-
tion is related to the man-
ufacturing of a flint tool 
and not to its use. 

All tools collected in this 
area are made with a very 
simple ad hoc technique 
using local flint cobbles 
available everywhere in 
the fields. These cobbles 
are relatively small and 
rounded by water erosion 
as they were transported 
by wadis. 

Many of the artefacts 
made from them still dis-

play this rolled outer sur-
face, which is not cortex 
as such, but is technologi-
cally its equivalent. 

The scrapers, notches 
and retouched flakes or 
pieces are all character-
ised by an ad hoc technol-
ogy, she said, noting that 
due to this technology 
these artefacts are diffi-
cult to place in a chrono-
logical context. 

“The retouched flakes, 
pieces and the notches all 
grow more abundant in 
the Late Neolithic period 
and predominate during 
Chalcolithic, EB and MB 
I periods. After that they 
lose currency and occur 
only seldom in LBa and 
IA,” Kaptijn underlined, 
adding that the scrapers 
manufactured by an ad 
hoc technique are equally 
difficult to date. 

They occur frequently 
during the Chalcolithic 
and EB Age, but decline 
afterwards. Of the re-
touched blades only one 
may be considered a 
backed blade and, there-
fore, may be dated more 

specifically to the Chal-
colithic period. The others 
are all simple retouched 
blades common through-
out all periods, the schol-
ar emphasised.

“There is, therefore, no 
reason to link the flint as-
semblage to the pottery 
concentration along the 
Wadi Rajib or to Tell Am-
mata. It is more likely that 
the assemblage is an ac-
cumulation of activity in 
several different periods.” 

“The ad hoc nature of 
the tools in combination 
with the flint waste and 
the type of flint makes 
it likely that these tools 
were produced locally 
when needed and were 
easily discarded when 
they broke or the need 
for them ceased,” Kaptijn 
said.

She noted that the 
greater number of flint 
artefacts and higher fre-
quency of tools compared 
with other areas suggest 
that this area either wit-
nessed more activities or 
saw activity for a longer 
period of time or a combi-
nation of both. 

The fact that this area, 
due to its location near 
the foothills of the east-
ern plateau, has more 
flint nodules is not the 
sole explanation for the 
greater number of flint 
artefacts. 

“This would explain 
a larger amount of flint 
debitage and waste, but 
it is in disagreement with 
the higher frequency of 
tools as these would be 
transported to and dis-
carded at the place where 
they were going to be 
used,” Kaptijn concluded.
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 Flint tools from Wadi Jilat



CRIMEDIPLOMACY

Man arrested for stabbing sister to death

JORDAN 3 | Thursday, January 9, 2025

Lower House condemns Israel’s publication of maps 
depicting Jordanian, Arab lands as part of Israel

Foreign minister, Belgian counterpart
discuss bilateral ties, regional developments

Omani FM commends ties with Jordan,
urges collective action on regional issues

AMMAN (JT) — Lower 
House Speaker Ahmed 
Safadi condemned on 
Wednesday the publi-
cation by official Israeli 
accounts of maps de-
picting parts of Jordan, 
Palestine, Lebanon and 
Syria as part of Israeli 
territory.

The publication of 
the so-called “histori-
cal maps” by official ac-
counts affiliated with 
the government of Is-
rael, which claim ter-
ritories from Jordan, 
the occupied Palestin-
ian lands, Lebanon and 
Syria as part of their 
country. 

At the start of 
Wednesday’s session, 
Safadi said, “This act, 
which reveals a crimi-
nal mindset and mali-
cious ambitions, can-
not be overlooked or 
tolerated. 

“Whether it is meant 
to test reactions or 
arises from futile delu-
sions, we respond with 
the voice and resolve 
of all Jordanians: Jor-
dan, with its leader-
ship, army, security, 
and people, knows how 
to thwart the enemy’s 
schemes and turn them 
against it,” he said. 

Safadi commended 
the firm stance of the 
Foreign Ministry in re-
jecting this provocative 
action, urging further 
measures to stop such 
incitements that expose 
the occupier’s criminal 
ambitions, especially 

amid the region’s on-
going tensions and 
instability.  

He added, “In our role 
as the Lower House, we 
will address interna-
tional parliaments to 
advocate for Palestin-
ian rights and expose 
the brutality of this 
occupation.

We also call on the 
government to take de-
cisive actions against 
the occupier [Israel] 

through diplomatic and 
legal channels.”  

Safadi emphasised 
that Jordan will re-
main resolutely Arab 
and strong under its 
leadership, while Pales-
tine, Syria and Lebanon 
will continue to uphold 
their Arab identity.

The Foreign Ministry 
on Tuesday condemned 
the publication of the 
maps alongside “in-
flammatory” remarks 

from Israel’s far-right 
finance minister, who 
advocated for the an-
nexation of the West 
Bank and the establish-
ment of settlements 
in Gaza, according to 
a Foreign Ministry 
statement. 

The ministry spokes-
person, Sufian Qudah, 
reiterated Jordan’s “un-
equivocal” rejection of 
such actions, describ-
ing them as a blatant 

attempt to undermine 
Palestinians’ legitimate 
rights to establish an 
independent and sover-
eign state based on the 
pre-1967 borders, with 
East Jerusalem as its 
capital.

“These inflammatory 
actions and baseless 
claims, promoted by 
extremists within the 
Israeli government, per-
petuate violence and in-
stability,” Qudah said.

AMMAN (JT) — Depu-
ty Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Ay-
man Safadi on Wednes-
day held extensive dis-
cussions with Belgian 
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, European Affairs, 
and Foreign Trade Ber-
nard Quintin.

The talks focused 
on boosting bilateral 
ties between Jordan 
and Belgium and their 
shared commitment to 
expanding cooperation 
across various sectors, 
according to a Foreign 
Ministry statement. 

The two ministers 
also addressed region-
al development and ef-
forts to secure a perma-
nent ceasefire to stop 
the Israeli aggression 
on Gaza and ensure the 
delivery of sufficient 
and sustainable hu-
manitarian aid into all 
parts of the besieged 
Strip.

Safadi also expressed 
gratitude for Belgium’s 
supportive position on 
achieving an immedi-
ate and lasting cease-
fire in Gaza, underscor-
ing the importance of 
continued cooperation 
in facilitating humani-

tarian assistance to the 
Strip.

Quinten stressed 
Jordan’s pivotal role 
in resolving crises and 
promoting security and 
stability.

The ministers also 

discussed the situation 
in Syria, with Safadi 
briefing Quinten on his 
recent meetings with 
the leadership of Syria’s 
new administration. 

Safadi also empha-
sised the necessity of 

supporting Syria’s re-
construction, ensuring 
the country’s unity, sov-
ereignty, and independ-
ence while addressing 
terrorism and safe-
guarding the rights of 
all its citizens.

The two ministers 
agreed to continue 
their consultations and 
coordination to further 
enhance bilateral rela-
tions and address on-
going developments in 
the region.

AMMAN (JT) — Omani 
Foreign Minister Badr 
Bin Hamad Busaidi 
on Wednesday com-
mended the strong and 
historic ties between 
Jordan and Oman, 
highlighting the mu-
tual trust and respect 
that underpin their 
relationship.

Speaking at a me-
dia briefing in Mus-
cat, Busaidi stressed 
that the long-lasting 
bond between the two 
countries has fostered 
extensive coopera-
tion and partnerships 
across various sec-
tors, according to the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra.

He also praised the 
positive outcomes of 
Omani students pur-

suing education in 
Jordan, acknowledg-
ing the substantial 
contributions of Jor-
danian professionals 
to Oman’s educational 

and developmental 
progress.

Busaidi also un-
derscored the critical 
importance of uni-
fied Arab efforts in 

addressing regional 
challenges, particu-
larly the Palestinian 
cause and the ongo-
ing situation in Gaza, 
Petra added.

JT file

Lower House Speaker Ahmed Safadi condemns the publication of maps by official Israeli accounts on social media platforms, 

which claim territories from Jordan, the occupied Palestinian lands, Lebanon, and Syria as part of their entity

 Petra photo

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi on Wednesday holds extensive discussions with Belgian Minister of 

Foreign Affairs, European Affairs, and Foreign Trade Bernard Quintin

JT file

Jordan on Wednesday extends its condolences to the government and people of China 

following the devastating earthquake that struck southwest China on Tuesday, causing loss of 

life and injuries

JT file

Omani Foreign Minister Badr Bin Hamad Busaidi on Wednesday commends the strong 

and historic ties between Jordan and Oman, highlighting the mutual trust and respect that 

underpin their relationship

Fayez conveys King’s 
greetings to Kuwait’s emir

Kingdom expresses condolences
to China over earthquake victims

AMMAN (JT) — Senate 
President Faisal Fayez 
on Wednesday con-
veyed greetings from 
His Majesty King Ab-
dullah and HRH Crown 
Prince Al Hussein to 
Kuwait Emir Sheikh 
Meshal Al Ahmad Al 
Jaber Al Sabah and 
Kuwait Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled 
Al Hamad Al Sabah.

During his visit to 
Kuwait City, Fayez 
met with the Kuwaiti 
Crown Prince, stress-
ing King Abdullah’s 
pride in the deep-root-
ed and brotherly ties 
between Jordan and 
Kuwait. 

He also reiterated 
Jordan’s commitment 
to boosting these re-
lations across various 
fields, according to the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra.

The discussions fo-
cused on enhancing 
Jordanian-Kuwait i 
cooperation to serve 
the shared interests of 
both nations. 

Regional issues, par-
ticularly the need to 
end the ongoing Israeli 
aggression against 
Palestinians in Gaza 
and the West Bank, 
were also addressed.

The two sides reit-
erated the importance 
of sustained coordina-
tion on matters of mu-
tual concern, stressing 
the necessity of uni-
fied efforts to address 

regional challenges, 
including the crises 
in Gaza and Syria, 
and countering Is-
rael’s aggressive poli-
cies and expansionist 
ambitions.

Sheikh Sabah com-
mended the strong 
Jordanian-Kuwaiti ties 
and reiterated Kuwait’s 
commitment to bol-
stering cooperation in 
various sectors, meet-
ing the aspirations of 
both countries.

Fayez highlighted 
King Abdullah’s relent-
less efforts to end Is-
raeli aggression, facili-
tate humanitarian and 
relief aid to Gaza, and 
support the establish-
ment of an independ-
ent Palestinian state 
based on the two-state 
solution. 

He also expressed 
gratitude for Kuwait’s 

steadfast support 
for Jordan, particu-
larly in economic and 
trade sectors, call-
ing for increased joint 
investments. 

Fayez met with 
Sheikh Nasser Al Mo-
hammed Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, the former Ku-
waiti Prime Minister. 

Both sides under-
scored the strength 
and distinction of Jor-
danian-Kuwaiti rela-
tions, stressing their 
positive and mutually 
beneficial nature in 
advancing shared in-
terests and supporting 
Arab causes.

Fayez also com-
mended Kuwait’s prin-
cipled stances on Arab 
causes.

Jordan’s Ambassa-
dor to Kuwait Sinan 
Majali also attended 
the meetings.

AMMAN (JT) — Jor-
dan on Wednesday ex-
tended its condolences 
to the government and 
people of China fol-
lowing the devastating 
earthquake that struck 
southwest China on 
Tuesday, causing loss 
of life and injuries.

Sufian Qudah, the 
Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson, ex-
pressed the Kingdom’s 
solidarity with China 
at this tragic time. He 
expressed his condo-
lences to the families of 
the victims and wished 

the injured a speedy re-
covery, according to a 
ministry statement. 

A devastating earth-
quake in China’s re-
mote Tibet region killed 
at least 126 people and 
damaged thousands of 
buildings on Tuesday, 
state media reported, 
with tremors also felt 
in neighbouring Ne-
pal’s capital Kathman-
du and parts of India, 
according to AFP.

Videos published by 
China’s state broad-
caster CCTV showed 
houses destroyed with 

walls torn apart.
Rescue workers 

waded through rub-
ble strewn across the 
ruins in the after-
math, footage showed, 
while some gave lo-
cals thick blankets to 
keep warm in sub-zero 
temperatures.

The quake struck 
rural, high-altitude 
Tingri County, about 
80 kilometres north 
of Mount Everest 
near China’s border 
with Nepal, at around 
9:00am (1:00 GMT) on 
Tuesday, AFP added.

Faisal Fayez

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN — The Crimi-
nal Court prosecutor on 
Wednesday charged a 
man with premeditated 
murder in connection 
with the alleged murder 
of his sister in the Jordan 
Valley a day earlier, offi-
cial sources said.

The 17-year-old victim 
was reportedly stabbed 
by her brother multiple 
times while at their fam-
ily’s home on Tuesday 
night, Police Spokesper-
son Lt. Col. Amer Sartawi 
said.

“The suspect was im-
mediately arrested and 
referred to the Criminal 
Court prosecutor for 
questioning and indict-
ment,” Sartawi told The 
Jordan Times.

A senior source told 
The Jordan Times that 
the stabbing incident oc-

curred “following a heat-
ed argument between the 
two siblings”.  

“The suspect headed 
to the kitchen, grabbed 
a knife and stabbed his 
sister in the back and 
stomach,” the senior 
source said.

The victim’s fam-
ily contacted emergency 
services who transport-
ed her to a nearby hospi-
tal but she was declared 
dead on arrival, the sen-
ior source added.

A postmortem con-

ducted by a team of 
pathologists at the Na-
tional Institute of Foren-
sic Medicine indicated 
that the victim died of 
multiple stab wounds to 
the chest and stomach, 
a senior medical source 
told The Jordan Times.

 The suspect was or-
dered detained for 15 
days by the Criminal 
Court prosecution’s of-
fice at a correctional 
and rehabilitation cen-
tre pending further 
investigations.

Earlier in the week, 
Solidarity Is Global In-
stitute (SIGI) issued a 
statement stating that 
the Kingdom witnessed 
25 family homicides in 
2024.

The total number 
of female victims was 
18, including four chil-
dren, according to SIGI’s 
statement.

The capital witnessed 
the highest number of 
recorded murders with 
10, followed by six homi-
cides in Irbid and three 
in Zarqa, according to the 
SIGI statement.

As for the most com-
mon weapons used in the 
family murders, SIGI said 
stabbing with sharp ob-
jects was the most used 
in the homicides, fol-
lowed by gunfire as well 
the use of house utensils 
such as a cooking pan or 
spilling hot water.



PARIS (AFP) — France and 
Germany on Wednesday 
warned Donald Trump 
against threatening "sov-
ereign borders" after the 
US president-elect re-
fused to rule out military 
action to take Greenland, 
an autonomous territory 
of European Union mem-
ber Denmark.

"There is no question of 
the EU letting other na-
tions in the world, who-
ever they may be... attack 
its sovereign borders," 
French Foreign Minister 
Jean-Noel Barrot told 
France Inter radio.

"We are a strong conti-
nent. We need to strength-
en ourselves more," he 
added.

In Berlin, German gov-
ernment spokesman 

Steffen Hebestreit said 
in response to Trump's 
remarks that "as always, 
the firm principle ap-
plies... that borders must 
not be moved by force".

Barrot described 
Greenland as "European 
territory". Greenland is 
associated with the Eu-
ropean Union through 
Denmark, of which it is a 
self-governing territory, 
but withdrew from the 
European bloc in 1985 
after securing autonomy.

Trump set off new 
alarm on Tuesday at a 
press conference when 
he refused to rule out 
military intervention over 
the Panama Canal and 
Greenland, both of which 
he has said he wants the 
United States to control.

"We need Greenland for 
national security purpos-
es," he declared.

His comments coin-
cided with a private visit 
by his son Donald Trump 
Jr. to the mineral- and oil-
rich autonomous Danish 
territory on Tuesday.

"If you ask me: 'is the 
United States going to in-
vade Greenland?' the an-
swer is no," said Barrot.

But he added: "We have 
entered an era that is see-
ing the return of the law 
of the strongest."

"Should we be intimi-
dated? Should we be 
overcome with worry? 
Evidently, no. 

"We need to wake up 
and reinforce ourselves, 
militarily, in competition, 
in a world where the law 

of the strongest prevails."
Barrot said he believed 

that the United States is 
"inherently not imperi-
alistic" and said he "did 
not believe" that it is 
changing.

However French gov-
ernment spokeswoman 
Sophie Primas told re-
porters after a cabinet 
meeting that there was a 
"form of imperialism" in 
Trump's comments.

"Today we are seeing 
the rise in blocs, we can 
see this as a form of im-
perialism, which materi-
alises itself in the state-
ments that we saw from 
Mr Trump on the annexa-
tion of an entire territory."

"More than ever, we 
and our European part-
ners need to be con-

scious, to get away from a 
form of naivety, to protect 
ourselves, to rearm," she 
added.

The German govern-
ment spokesman refused 
to be drawn on whether 
Berlin takes Trump's 
threats against NATO al-
lies Denmark and Canada 
seriously.

"I don't want to assess" 
the comments, Hebestreit 
told a news conference, 
adding only that the Ger-
man government had 
"taken note" of them.

At the news conference, 
Trump called the border 
with the United States' 
northern neighbour Can-
ada an "artificially drawn 
line" and promised to re-
name the Gulf of Mexico 
the "Gulf of America".

SEOUL (AFP) — Hun-
dreds of supporters 
of South Korea's im-
peached President 
Yoon Suk-yeol rallied 
outside his residence 
on Wednesday as in-
vestigators prepared a 
fresh attempt to arrest 
him.

Yoon has refused 
questioning and resist-
ed arrest since his bun-
gled December 3 mar-
tial law decree plunged 
South Korea into its 
worst political crisis in 
decades.

Investigators secured 
a new arrest warrant 
on Tuesday after an 
initial seven-day or-
der expired. Several 
hundred members of 
his base rushed to the 
presidential residence 
in central Seoul in re-
sponse, braving sub-
zero temperatures.

"A large number of 
people are coming out 
to join us. Despite the 
cold weather, many 
stayed up all night 
last night, braving the 
chill," Lee Hye-sook, a 
57-year-old Yoon sup-
porter, told AFP outside 
the residence.

"Witnessing their 
resilience against the 
wind and cold, I am 
confident that Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol will 
return, and we will 
prevail."

Some supporters 
left flowers outside 
and ribbons with the 
Trump-style slogan 
"Make Korea Great 
Again", while others 
waved American flags 
at the gates of the com-
pound from where the 
suspended leader has 
resisted arrest.

Despite a cold 
weather warning that 
temperatures were ex-
pected to fall to -10ºC, 
the suspended presi-
dent's supporters were 
defiant, shouting "im-
peachment is invalid".

Rival protesters call-
ing for Yoon to be pun-
ished waved glowsticks 
,  commonly seen at K-
pop concerts ,  and held 
placards that read, "De-
tain, arrest insurrec-
tionist Yoon Suk-yeol.”

Yoon's legal team 
said on Wednesday 
he remains inside the 
residential compound, 
after investigators cast 
doubt a day earlier on 
his whereabouts.

"Last night, I person-
ally visited the offi-
cial residence, met the 
president there, and 
left," said his lawyer 
Yoon Kap-keun, who is 
unrelated.

The Corruption In-
vestigation Office 
[CIO], which is leading 
the probe into the pres-
ident, has kept secret 
the duration of the new 
warrant.

Yoon would become 
the first sitting South 
Korean president to be 
arrested if investiga-
tors are able to detain 
him.

Yoon's legal team 
said they would not 
comply with the cur-
rent warrant, but only 
a stronger one from a 
different court if ap-
proved, accusing inves-
tigators of targeting an 
allegedly liberal-lean-
ing judge for the initial 
orders.

Barbed wire, barricades 

An AFP journalist saw 
Yoon's guards walking 
behind rows of buses 
and locked entrance 
gates covered in barbed 
wire at the residential 
compound on Wednes-
day. 

CIO chief Oh Dong-
woon said on Tuesday 
the force would "pre-
pare thoroughly" to 
make sure their sec-
ond arrest attempt was 
successful.

Acting president 
Choi Sang-mok warned 
against violence in 
the event of another 

standoff.
"Under no circum-

stances should there be 
any injuries to citizens 
or conflicts among 
government agencies. 
Please ensure every 
precaution is taken," 
Choi said in a meeting 
with officials.

South Korea's Con-
stitutional Court has 
slated January 14 for 
the start of Yoon's im-
peachment trial, which 
would proceed in his 
absence if he does not 
attend.

His legal team said 
he planned to attend 
the trial at some stage 
and lawyer Yoon Kap-
keun told reporters on 
Wednesday “the presi-
dent’s position... re-
mains unchanged”.

“Of course, issues re-
lated to security and 
safety must be resolved 
in advance,” he said.

National Assembly 
Speaker Woo Won-shik 
wrote on X it was dis-
tressing to watch Yoon 
mobilise force to stop 
his arrest because the 
“whole world” was 
watching.

Investigators are try-
ing to work out how to 
tackle an expected wall 
of security after being 
stopped by hundreds 
of Presidential Security 
Service [PSS] guards 
last week.

“The number of PSS 
personnel cannot be 
disclosed as it is con-
fidential information,” 
a service spokesperson 
told AFP.

On Wednesday par-
liament voted down 
two bills to investi-
gate Yoon and his wife 
for different charges, 
failing to get the two-
thirds majority they 
needed.

The impeached Yoon 
is being investigated 
on charges of “insur-
rection” and, if for-
mally arrested and 
convicted, faces prison 
or, at worst, the death 
penalty. 

The constitutional 
court has up to 180 
days from December 
14, when it received 
the case, to determine 
whether to dismiss 
Yoon or restore his 
presidential powers.
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The General Headquarters of the Jordan Armed Forces/Royal 

Medical Services hereby Announces Tender P7/2025/2

)تعزيز مستهلكات الكلية ااصطناعية( 
Bidders who desire to participate therein can obtain a copy of 

the tender documentation against a fee of JD75 non-refundable, 

provided that they bring along a valid trade licence.

Closing date sharp 1:00 P.M., SUN 19th of JAN 2025. Non-

conditional bid bond equal to (3%( of the total value of quotation 

must be submitted along with the quotations٫
Any quotations/offers will not be accepted after above mentioned 

closing date and sharp time. 

)The winning bidder is responsible for paying advertisement 

fees, regardless how often the bid is announced.(

For more details please contact us at www.jrms.jaf.mil.jo 

Tender Reinvitation

The General Headquarters of the Jordan Armed Forces/Royal 

Medical Services hereby Announces Tender P37/2025/58/1
)REAGENTS FOR ENDOCRINOLOGY 

SPECIAL TEST BY ELISA( 
Bidders who desire to participate therein can obtain a copy of 

the tender documentation against a fee of JD25 non-refundable, 

provided that they bring along a valid trade licence.

Closing date sharp 1:00 P.M., WED 5th of FEB 2025. Non-

conditional bid bond equal to (3%( of the total value of quotation 

must be submitted along with the quotations٫
Any quotations/offers will not be accepted after above mentioned 

closing date and sharp time. 

)The winning bidder is responsible for paying advertisement 

fees, regardless how often the bid is announced.(

For more details please contact us at www.jrms.mil.jo 

Tender Invitation

The General Headquarters of the Jordan Armed Forces/Royal 

Medical Services hereby Announces Tender P3/1/2024/2

 )FDG-INJECTOR( لشراء عطاء مستهلكات
Bidders who desire to participate therein can obtain a copy of 

the tender documentation against a fee of JD50 non-refundable, 

provided that they bring along a valid trade licence.

Closing date sharp 1:00 P.M., SUN 19th of JAN 2025. Non-

conditional bid bond equal to (3%( of the total value of quotation 

must be submitted along with the quotations٫
Any quotations/offers will not be accepted after above mentioned 

closing date and sharp time. 

)The winning bidder is responsible for paying advertisement 

fees, regardless how often the bid is announced.(

For more details please contact us at www.jrms.jaf.mil.jo 

Tender Reinvitation

GENEVA (AFP) — The 
Red Cross called on 
Wednesday for safe and 
unhindered access to 
Gaza to bring desper-
ately needed aid into 
the war-torn Palestin-
ian territory wracked 
by hunger and where 
babies are freezing to 
death.

Heavy rain and flood-
ing have ravaged the 
makeshift shelters in 
Gaza, leaving thousands 
with up to 30 centi-
metres of water inside 
their damaged tents, the 
International Federa-
tion of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies 
said.

The dire weather con-
ditions were "exacer-
bating the unbearable 
conditions" in Gaza, it 
said, pointing out that 
many families were left 
"clinging on to survival 
in makeshift camps, 
without even the most 
basic necessities, such 
as blankets".

Citing the United Na-
tions, the IFRC high-
lighted the deaths of 
eight newborn babies 
who had been living in 
tents without warmth 
or protection from 
the rain and falling 
temperatures.

Those deaths "under-
score the critical sever-
ity of the humanitar-
ian crisis there", IFRC 
Secretary-General Ja-

gan Chapagain said in a 
statement.

"I urgently reiterate 
my call to grant safe 
and unhindered access 
to humanitarians to let 
them provide life-saving 
assistance," he said.

"Without safe access, 
children will freeze to 
death. Without safe 
access, families will 
starve. Without safe 
access, humanitar-

ian workers can't save 
lives." 

Chapagain issued an 
"urgent plea to all the 
parties... to put an end 
to this human suffering. 
Now". 

The IFRC said the 
Palestine Red Crescent 
Society was striving 
to provide emergency 
health services and sup-
plies to people in Gaza, 
with an extra sense of 

urgency during the cold 
winter months.

But it warned that 
"the lack of aid deliver-
ies and access is making 
providing adequate sup-
port all but impossible". 

It also lamented the 
"continuing attacks on 
health facilities across 
the Gaza Strip", which it 
said meant people were 
unable to access the 
treatment they need.

"In the north of Gaza, 
there are now no func-
tioning hospitals," it 
said.

The IFRC stressed 
that the closure of the 
main Rafah border 
crossing last May had 
had a dramatic impact 
on the humanitarian 
situation, warning that 
"only a trickle of aid 
is currently entering 
Gaza".

CONFLICT

Red Cross urges unhindered aid 
access to flood-hit and freezing Gaza

AFP photo

Palestinian father Tayseer Obaid who was displaced with his family from the north of the besieged Gaza Strip, prepares to dig 

a trench in his tent in an attempt to protect his children from the cold and Israeli strikes

AFP photo

Security forces loyal to Yemen's ruling Houthi group deploy outside Sanaa International 

Airport in the Houthi-held Yemeni capital on Monday

SANAA (AFP) — The US 
military said on Wednes-
day its forces hit weap-
ons storage facilities 
used by Yemen's Houthi 
rebels to attack American 
warships and commer-
cial vessels.

The operation involved 
"multiple precision 
strikes", US Central Com-
mand [CENTCOM] said 
in a statement, adding 
"there were no injuries or 
damage to US personnel 
or equipment".

The statement did not 
specify the location of the 
storage facilities.

"The strikes are part 
of CENTCOM's effort to 
degrade Iranian-backed 
[Houthi] attempts to 
threaten regional part-
ners and military and 
merchant vessels in the 
region," it said.

The Houthis' Al-Masi-

rah TV said there were 
five raids in the north-
western Amran province 
and two in Sanaa prov-
ince, where the capital 
Sanaa is located. 

The Houthis seized 
Sanaa in 2014 from 
Yemen's internationally 
recognised government 
and control much of the 
war-torn country's most 

populated areas.
For more than a year 

they have been firing 
missiles and drones at 
Israel and at ships in 
the Red Sea and Gulf of 
Aden, in what they say is 
a show of solidarity with 
Palestinians during the 
Hamas-Israel war in the 
Gaza Strip.

The Houthis' attacks in 
the Red Sea and Gulf of 
Aden have destabilised 
a vital shipping lane, 
prompting strikes by the 
United States and some-
times Britain that began 
in January 2024.

Most Houthi missiles 
and drones launched to-
wards Israel have been 
intercepted, but a mis-
sile wounded 16 people 
in Tel Aviv in December, 
according to Israel's 
military and emergency 
services.

US says forces struck Houthi 
weapons stores in Yemen

Hundreds rally for South Korea's 
Yoon as new arrest bid beckons

UNITED NATIONS, 
UNITED STATES (AFP) 
— The United Nations 
joined the Lebanese gov-
ernment on Tuesday to 
appeal for an additional 
$371.4 million in hu-
manitarian aid for people 
displaced by the conflict 
between Israel and Hiz-
bollah.

The extension builds 
on an initial aid appeal 
for $426 million launched 
in October, as all-out war 
flared between the two 
sides and sent hundreds 
of thousands in Lebanon 
fleeing their homes.

That appeal raised ap-
proximately $250 mil-
lion, according to the UN.

Following nearly a year 
of exchanges of cross-
border fire initiated by 
Hezbollah over the war in 

Gaza, Israel in September 
stepped up its bombing 
campaign and later sent 
troops into Lebanon.

After two months of 
warring, in which Hiz-
bollah’s influential chief 
Hassan Nasrallah and 
multiple other leaders 
were killed, a ceasefire 
deal was reached that 
went into effect in late 
November.

"While the cessation 
of hostilities offers hope, 
over 125,000 people re-
main displaced, and 
hundreds of thousands 
more face immense chal-
lenges rebuilding their 
lives," Imran Riza, the UN 
humanitarian coordina-
tor in Lebanon, said in a 
statement on Tuesday.

The additional fund-
ing "is urgently required 

to sustain life-saving ef-
forts and prevent further 
deterioration of an al-
ready dire situation", he 
added.

The appeal is prima-
rily aimed to assist an 
estimated 1 million Leba-
nese, Syrian and Pales-
tinian refugees affected 
by the conflict, funding 
a three-month period 
of emergency efforts 
through March 2025.

Since the ceasefire be-
tween Israel and Leba-
non began on November 
27, more than 800,000 
displaced people in Leba-
non have been able to re-
turn home, according to 
UN figures.

RELIEF

UN calls for $370 m in new 
humanitarian aid for Lebanon

France, Germany warn Trump against threatening 'sovereign borders' on Greenland

The operation 

involved 

‘multiple 

precision 

strikes’...

AFP photo

Spanish UNIFIL peacekeepers forces patrol inside a military 

vehicle in the southern Lebanese village of Al Mari, near the 

border with Israel, on January 7, 2025



Moscow (AFP) — The 
breakaway Moldovan 
region of Transnistria 
will run out of gas used 
for limited cooking and 
heating in less than 
a month, authorities 
warned on Wednesday, 
as a shutdown in Rus-
sian supplies plunges 
the separatist state into 
crisis.

The tiny self-pro-
claimed republic bor-
dering Ukraine has 
been unable to provide 
heating and hot water 
to residents since Janu-

ary 1, when Moscow 
cut off gas supplies to 
Transnistria, saying the 
Moldovan government 
was not paying its bills.

“The country is not 
only in a state of energy 
crisis, but also a human-
itarian one,” the region’s 
deputy prime minister, 
Sergei Obolonik, was 
quoted as saying in a 
statement on a govern-
ment website.

“The 13 million cubic 
metres of gas in reserve 
make it possible to sup-
ply a number of social 

facilities and other vital 
infrastructure, as well 
as residential multi-sto-
rey buildings for cook-
ing... The resource will 
be enough for another 
24 days from today,” the 
statement said.

With temperatures 
hitting freezing, people 
have been forced to burn 
wood or rely on plug-in 
electric heaters.

The resulting surge in 
electricity demand has 
heaped pressure onto 
the Soviet-era energy 
grid, prompting authori-

ties to order blackouts to 
conserve power.

Transnistria’s largest 
power station switched 
to burning coal on 
January 1 but only has 
enough reserves for 50-
52 days of electricity, ac-
cording to authorities.

Operating the plant at 
its maximum capacity 
with coal is “extremely 
risky” due to its ageing 
equipment, the state-
ment added.

“They tested the gener-
ation of 170 megawatts 
per hour. But constantly 

working in this mode is 
fraught with emergency 
situations, a complete 
shutdown of the station 
and a collapse of the en-
ergy system,” it said.

Some of the few fac-
tories still open may be 
forced to operate at night 
to avoid overloading the 
grid, officials said.

‘Manipulation’ 

Authorities have made 
free firewood available 
while telling residents 
to dress warmly, gath-

er into a single room 
and seal windows with 
blankets.

Russia’s Gazprom 
halted gas to Transnis-
tria over what it said 
were longstanding 
debts with Chisinau, 
the same day a major 
gas transit agreement 
between Moscow and 
Kyiv to pipe gas across 
Ukraine came to an 
end.

Moscow says Moldo-
va and Ukraine are 
at fault, alleging that 
Chisinau has ignored 

its debts and that Kyiv 
“cynically” ended gas 
transit and fuelled the 
crisis.

Moldova, which had 
been getting most of 
its electricity via Tran-
snistria but is now im-
porting power from Ro-
mania, says Russia is 
blowing its debts out of 
proportion for political 
reasons.

Chisinau also has 
the support of Ukrain-
ian President Volody-
myr Zelensky, who on 
Wednesday said Mos-

cow was “stirring up 
social tensions” and 
“manipulating with en-
ergy resources”.

He said Ukraine was 
ready to supply coal to 
Moldova, without spec-
ifying if he meant for 
the breakaway republic 
of Transnistria or the 
rest of the country.

Internationally rec-
ognised as part of 
Moldova, Transnistria 
declared independence 
at the end of the USSR 
and has since relied on 
Moscow’s support.

PARIS (AFP) — Signing 
off as America’s top dip-
lomat, Antony Blinken 
was feted on Wednesday 
by ally France — and 
forced to brush aside 
bombastic remarks by 
incoming president Don-
ald Trump.

Blinken, on a fare-
well tour less than two 
weeks before Trump 
takes office, visited 
Paris where President 
Emmanuel Macron was 
presenting him with 
the Legion of Honour, 
France’s highest order 
of merit.

“I would like to tell 
you that you show the 
face of the America 
that we love,” French 
Foreign Minister Jean-
Noel Barrot told Blink-
en before the ceremony.

But as Blinken looked 
to highlight Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s ef-
forts to nurture alli-
ances, the secretary of 
state was asked to ad-
dress threats by Trump 
against Greenland.

The president-elect 
has made clear his de-
signs on oil-rich and 
strategically placed 
Greenland, an autono-
mous territory of Eu-
ropean Union member 
Denmark, and refused 

to rule out military 
action.

Asked about the re-
marks at a news con-
ference with Barrot, 
Blinken, without using 
Trump’s name, said: 
“The idea expressed 
about Greenland is ob-

viously not a good one, 
but maybe more im-
portant, it’s obviously 
one that’s not going to 
happen.”

“So we probably 
shouldn’t waste a lot of 
time talking about it,” 
Blinken said.

Musk ‘private citizen’ for 
now 

Blinken, a longtime 
Democratic Party poli-
cymaker and aide to Bi-
den who generally has 
steered clear of elector-
al politics, also played 

down statements by 
Elon Musk, the technol-
ogy entrepreneur joined 
at the hip with Trump 
for months.

The South African-
born billionaire, who 
has been tasked by 
Trump with an initia-

tive to curb government 
spending, has rattled 
European politicians 
by championing the far 
right in Germany and 
Britain.

“Private citizens in 
our country can say 
what they want,” Blink-
en said. “He, like any 
American, has the right 
to express his views.”

Barrot, however, took 
direct aim at Musk and 
regretted the direction 
of Trump’s Republican 
Party, which champi-
oned more traditional 
security partnerships 
with Europe under Ro-
nald Reagan.

“Everyone has the 
right to express their 
opinions, but obviously 
when you’re partici-
pating or aspiring to 
participate in a govern-
ment, opinions take on 
a particular meaning,” 
Barrot said.

Barrot said Musk 
was making alliances 
with “parties of the far 
right that flirt with 
neo-Nazi currents, as is 
the case with the AfD” 
in Germany.

“The Republican Par-
ty will have to take re-
sponsibility for linking 
its destiny to parties 
that represent what the 

Republican Party al-
ways fought against,” 
he said.

Hoping for French 
leadership 

Blinken also visited 
South Korea and Ja-
pan on the tour and 
will head Thursday to 
Italy, where he will con-
sult European allies on 
Syria and join Biden in 
an audience with Pope 
Francis.

But the visit to 
France, including the 
private ceremony for 
the Legion of Honour 
award, is especially 
poignant for Blinken, a 
fluent French speaker 
who spent part of his 
childhood in Paris and 
has spoken of France’s 
role in forming his 
worldview.

The decision to rec-
ognise Blinken also il-
lustrates the full turna-
round in relations since 
the start of Biden’s 
term in 2021, when 
France was infuriated 
after the United States 
forged a new three-way 
alliance with Britain 
and Australia that re-
sulted in the rescinding 
of a lucrative contract 
for French submarines.

Blinken and Barrot 
hailed their partner-
ship in addressing a se-
ries of hotspots includ-
ing the Middle East.

Blinken pointed in 
particular to work be-
tween the United States 
and France on a cease-
fire in Lebanon after Is-
rael decimated militant 
group Hizbollah.

The ceasefire “is cre-
ating the possibility for 
a much different and 
much better future”, 
Blinken said.

With Trump expected 
again to push European 
allies to do more on se-
curity and to push for 
a settlement between 
Ukraine and Russia, 
Blinken hailed France’s 
role training Ukrainian 
troops as “one of the 
strongest examples of 
burden-sharing” he had 
seen.

“I think in the months 
to come, France’s lead-
ership will be essen-
tial for ensuring that 
Ukraine has what it 
needs to be in the 
strongest possible po-
sition to defend its 
democratic independ-
ence, whether that’s 
on the battlefield or at 
the negotiating table,” 
Blinken said.
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From Jordan to Vatican: Celebrating Christianity in the Holy Land

Safadi holds talks with EU senior officials 
on bilateral relations, Gaza, Syria 

Continued from page 1

Lina Annab, Jordan’s 
Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities, described the 
exhibition as a ground-
breaking initiative: “This 
exhibition celebrates the 
origins and heritage of 
Christianity in Jordan, 
the first of its kind in size 
and scope, shedding light 
on Jordan’s exceptional 
cultural wealth. It is part 
of a long-term plan to 
introduce the history of 
both Christian and Is-
lamic heritage, highlight-
ing the roles of the civili-
sations that have existed 
in Jordan.”

Visitors will marvel at 
intricate mosaics, early 
Christian symbols, and 
relics that reflect a land 
where faith and culture 
have intertwined for 
centuries. The exhibi-
tion traces the evolution 
of Christianity, from the 
baptism of the Christ 

through the Byzantine 
era, to the rise of the Is-
lamic eras, and into the 
present Hashemite era. 
Each artefact is a living 
testament to the stories 
that have shaped reli-
gious traditions world-
wide, and to how Christi-
anity continues to thrive 
in Jordan to this day. 

A legacy of coexistence

Jordan’s contribution to 
Christianity extends far 
beyond its ancient past.  
Christians in Jordan, 
whose roots date back to 
the first century, remain 
an integral part of the 
country’s cultural and so-
cial fabric. 

“Today, Jordanian 
Christians are commit-
ted to preserve their Arab 
Christian heritage. Along 
with their Muslim broth-
ers and sisters, they form 
a harmonious society that 
transcends difference in 

religion. Jordanians em-
brace plurality in its most 
beautiful meaning, rec-
ognising the cultural val-
ues of both Muslims and 
Christians as a shared 
treasure,” Annab said. 

Jordan holds the dis-
tinction of having been 
visited by four popes, 
first by Pope Paul VI in 
1964, followed by Pope 
John Paul II in 2000, Pope 
Benedict XVI in 2009, and 
Pope Francis in 2014. 

Archbishop Giovanni 
Pietro Dal Toso, Apostolic 
Nuncio to Jordan, high-
lighted this unity: “One 
of the very first trips of 
a Pope outside of Italy in 
modern times was Pope 
Paul VI landing in Am-
man in order to visit the 
Holy Land in 1964. Jor-
dan is a biblical land, 
because of all the events 
that happened here, mak-
ing it an integral part of 
the Holy Land”. 

“This exhibition is also 

fundamental on a spir-
itual level,” he told The 
Jordan Times. “When I 
personally came to Jor-
dan, I discovered those 
places I had read about 
in the Bible, finally see-
ing them with my own 
eyes. I hope that more 
Christian people can also 
experience this here, and 
that the exhibition overall 
brings people closer to 
their faith.”

Religious tourism in Jordan

The event serves as a call 
to action, inviting the 
world to engage with Jor-
dan’s spiritual and cul-
tural treasures. 

“People outside of Jor-
dan are often surprised to 
learn that we have Chris-
tians in Jordan, they do 
not know that the origins 
of Christianity are here,” 
Annab told The Jordan 
Times. “Jordan is the re-
gion where Jesus was 

baptised. We want, for the 
future, to showcase the 
importance of Jordan and 
the faiths on this land, 
whether Islam or Christi-
anity, to the world.”

As Abdulrazzaq Ara-
biyat, director of the 
Jordan Tourism Board, 
noted, initiatives like 
these have the potential 
to promote Jordan as a 
leading pilgrimage desti-
nation, furthering its role 
as a steward of interfaith 
understanding. 

“What separates hu-
manity is minuscule 
compared to what we 
hold in common, in terms 
of love, peace, justice, and 
compassion,” said Annab. 
She said that under the 
Hashemite Custodian-
ship, His Majesty King 
Abdullah is the protec-
tor of both Islamic and 
Christian Holy Sites of 
Jerusalem, ensuring their 
preservation for genera-
tions to come.

Continued from page 1

Safadi also met with EU 
High Representative for 
Foreign Affairs and Secu-
rity Policy Kaja Kallas in 
a meeting that reviewed 
mechanisms to deepen 
Jordan-EU cooperation 
on regional challenges 
and shared concerns.  

Both Safadi and Kallas 
reaffirmed the Jordanian-
European partnership 
and the shared commit-
ment to strengthening it, 
emphasizing the impor-
tance of finalising discus-
sions to sign the strategic 
partnership agreement.  

The two officials also 
discussed efforts to se-
cure an immediate and 

lasting ceasefire in Gaza 
and coordinate humani-
tarian aid delivery to the 
Strip. 

They also exchanged 
views on the develop-
ments in Syria, with Sa-
fadi briefing Kallas on the 
outcomes of his discus-
sions with Syria’s new 
leadership.  

Safadi, along with Min-
ister of Planning and In-
ternational Cooperation 
Zeina Toukan, met with 
European Commissioner 
for Crisis Management 
Janez Lenarcic.  

Safadi and Toukan also 
held discussions with Eu-
ropean Commissioner for 
the Mediterranean Du-
bravka Šuica.  

Safadi, joined by Tou-
kan, met with Chair of 
EU Political and Secu-
rity Committee Delphine 
Pronk and committee 
members representing 
EU member states and 
institutions.  

During the meeting, Sa-
fadi stressed the need to 
end the Israeli aggression 
on Gaza, warning of its 
catastrophic consequenc-
es for regional and global 
security. 

He called for interna-
tional pressure on Israel 
to cease using starvation 
as a weapon and to allow 
humanitarian aid into 
Gaza.  

Safadi also highlighted 
the importance of con-

tinued support from the 
EU and the international 
community for the Unit-
ed Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Pales-
tine Refugees (UNRWA), 
emphasizing its vital role 
in providing services to 
refugees and assisting 
people in Gaza in coping 
with the humanitarian 
crisis caused by Israeli 
aggression.  

He further cautioned 
against illegal Israeli 
measures in the West 
Bank, which undermine 
all prospects for a just and 
comprehensive peace, em-
phasizing that achieving 
peace requires fulfilling 
the Palestinian people’s 
right to freedom and an 

independent, sovereign 
state on the June 4, 1967 
lines with East Jerusalem 
as its capital, based on the 
two-state solution.  

Safadi reiterated Jor-
dan’s commitment to sup-
porting the Syrian people, 
emphasizing the need for 
a Syrian-led process that 
ensures Syria’s security, 
stability, unity, and sov-
ereignty while preserv-
ing the rights of all its 
components.  

He stressed the im-
portance of providing 
humanitarian support to 
Syria during this transi-
tional phase and creating 
conditions for the volun-
tary and dignified return 
of Syrian refugees.

Gaza rescuers say 14 killed in Israel strikes

‘Gov’t works on ‘institutionalising’ 
field visits, using hands-on approach’ 

Lower House passes 
2025 state budget bill

Continued from page 1

During their Oc-
tober 7, 2023 attack 
which sparked the war 
in Gaza, Palestinian 
militants seized 251 
hostages, of whom 96 
remain in Gaza. The Is-

raeli military says 34 
of those are dead.

The attack resulted 
in the deaths of 1,208 
people on the Israeli 
side, mostly civilians, 
according to Israeli of-
ficial figures.

Israel’s retaliatory 

offensive has killed 
45,936 people in Gaza, 
the majority of them 
civilians, according to 
figures from the ter-
ritory’s health minis-
try which the United 
Nations considers 
reliable.

Continued from page 1

In a recent report, 
the Prime Ministry said 
that the prime minister 
has visited a total of 
37 locations across the 
country between Sep-
tember 25 and Decem-

ber 9 of 2024.
Out of these field vis-

its, the report said that 
a total of 71 procedures 
for development and 
improvement have been 
taken covering health-
care, education, agri-
culture, industry, youth, 

tourism, environment 
and social care sectors.

The report said that 
26 procedures have 
been finalised while 
work is still underway 
on another 45 improve-
ment procedures, the 
report said. 

Continued from page 1

Upon referring the 
bill to the Lower House 
in late December, Shibli 
said that the economy 
is projected to grow at a 
real GDP rate of 2.5 per 
cent in 2025, increasing 
to 3 per cent in 2026 and 
2027. Nominal GDP is ex-
pected to grow by 4.9 per 
cent in 2025 and 5.6 per 
cent in 2026 and 2027.

At the time, Shibli at-
tributed the anticipated 
growth to improved per-
formance in vital sectors 
such as construction, 
tourism and industry, as 
well as increased export 
growth. 

Additional drivers in-
clude the positive effects 
of lower interest rates, 
which will expand lo-

cal credit and stimulate 
investment, and the im-
plementation of major 
projects such as the Na-
tional Carrier Project, 
railway infrastructure 
and the construction 
of new hospitals and 
schools, the minister 
said.

Inflation rates are ex-
pected to remain mod-
erate, with a projected 
2.2 per cent in 2025, 2.5 
per cent in 2026, and a 
decline to 2.3 per cent in 

2027. 
The current account 

deficit in the balance of 
payments, as a percent-
age of GDP, is projected to 
reach approximately 4.6 
per cent in 2025, decreas-
ing to 4.1 per cent in 2026 
and 3.8 per cent in 2027.

The draft budget law 
estimates total pub-
lic expenditures at 
JD12.511 billion, includ-
ing JD11.042 billion in 
current expenditures and 
JD1.469 billion in capital 
expenditures, represent-
ing a 16.5 per cent in-
crease from 2024. 

It also estimates to-
tal public revenues at 
JD10.233 billion, includ-
ing JD9.498 billion in 
domestic revenues and 
JD734 million in foreign 
grants.

Breakaway Transnistria says it has less than a month of gas left

Blinken swats away Trump bombast in France swan song

 AFP photo

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken (left) and France’s Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs Jean-Noel Barrot take  speak dur-

ing a joint press conference at the Quai d’Orsay in Paris, on Wednesday



By Maher Al Mounes

Agence France-Presse

DAMASCUS — Every night, Damascus residents 
stand guard outside shops and homes armed 
with light weapons often supplied by Syria’s 
new rulers, eager to fill the security vacuum that 
followed the recent takeover.

After rebels ousted former president Bashar 
Assad in early December, thousands of soldiers, 
policemen and other security officials deserted 
their posts, leaving the door open to petty theft, 
looting and other crimes.

The new Syrian authorities now face the mam-
moth challenge of rebuilding state institutions 
shaped by the Assad family’s five-decade rule, 
including the army and security apparatuses 
that have all but collapsed.

In the meantime, Damascenes have jumped 
into action.

In the Old City, Fadi Raslan, 42, was among 
dozens of people cautiously watching the 
streets, his finger on the trigger of his gun.

“We have women and elderly people at home. 
We are trying to protect our people with this 
volunteer-based initiative,” he told AFP.

“Syria needs us right now, we must stand to-
gether.”

‘Protect our neighbourhoods’

Local committees have taken over some of the 
deserted checkpoints, with the authorities’ ap-
proval.

Hussam Yahya, 49, and his friends have been 
taking turns guarding their neighbourhood, 
Shughur, inspecting vehicles.

“We came out to protect our neighbourhoods, 
shops and public property as volunteers, with-
out any compensation,” he said.

He said the new authorities, led by Hayat 
Tahrir Al Sham group, have backed their initia-
tive, providing light arms and training.

Authorities also provided them with special 
“local committee” cards, valid for a year.

Police chief Ahmad Lattouf said the commit-
tees had been set up to patrol neighbourhoods 
to prevent crime until the police could take over.

“There aren’t enough police officers at the mo-
ment, but training is ongoing to increase our 
numbers,” he said.

The Damascus committees begin their neigh-
bourhood watches at 22:00 pm every night and 
end them at 06:00 am, the next morning.

Further north, in the cities of Aleppo and 
Homs, ordinary residents have also taken up 
weapons to guard their districts with support 
from authorities, residents told AFP.

The official page of the Damascus countryside 
area has published photos on Telegram showing 
young men it said were “volunteering” to protect 
their town and villages “under the supervision 
of the Military Operations Department and in 
coordination with General Security”.

It also said others were volunteering as traffic 
police.

‘Rebuild our country’

A handful of police officers affiliated with the 
Salvation Government of the Idlib region, the 
rebel bastion controlled by HTS before Assad’s 
fall, have also been deployed in Damascus.

Traffic policemen have been called from Idlib 
to help, while HTS gunmen are everywhere in 
the capital, especially in front of government 
buildings including the presidential palace and 
police headquarters.

The authorities have also begun allowing Syr-
ians to apply to the police academy to fill its de-
pleted ranks.

Syria’s new rulers have called on conscripts 
and soldiers to surrender their weapons at dedi-
cated centres.

Since rising to power, HTS and its allies have 
launched security sweeps in major cities includ-
ing Homs and Aleppo with the stated goal of 
rooting out “remnants of Assad’s militias”.

In the capital’s busy Bab Touma neighbour-
hood, four local watchmen were checking peo-
ple’s IDs and inspecting cars entering the dis-
trict.

Fuad Farha said he founded the local commit-
tee that he now heads after offering his help to 
“establish security” alongside the HTS-affiliated 
security forces.

“We underwent a quick training, mainly teach-
ing us how to assemble weapons and take them 
apart and to use rifles,” he said.

Residents told AFP that the committees had 
been effective against burglars and thieves.

“We all need to bear responsibility for our 
neighbourhood, our streets and our country,” 
Farha said.

“Only this way will we be able to rebuild our 
country.”

By George Papaconstantinou  

and Jean Pisani-Ferry

PARIS — With Donald Trump’s 
presidential inauguration ap-
proaching, the mood in Brussels 
and across European capitals 
ranges from panic to resigna-
tion, with many hoping that a 
transactional modus viven-
di might be found.
But ad hoc dealmaking will not 
answer the big question hang-
ing in the air: What will anoth-
er Trump presidency mean for 
global cooperation? What hope 
is there for collective efforts to 
safeguard global public goods 
such as the climate and public 
health, and to preserve prosper-
ity by upholding economic inter-
dependence? 

Trump’s election is undoubt-
edly bad news for those who be-
lieve that we all have a duty to 
the global commons, and that in-
terdependence must be managed 
with clear, stable and consistent 
rules.

Trump is a die-hard national-
ist who fundamentally regards 
global governance as an obstacle 
to American primacy.

Rather than adhering to prin-
ciples and rules, his approach is 
wholly transactional.

He has already threatened 
Canada and Mexico with trade 
tariffs unless they stop fentanyl 
and migrants from entering the 
United States, as well as warned 
the nine BRICS countries that 
any attempt to create a rival to 
the dollar will be met with harsh 
retaliation and told Europe 
to buy more oil and gas from the 
US or face tariffs. 

Worse, there is good reason to 
think that Trump is not a tem-
porary aberration, as US Presi-
dent Joe Biden said in 2020, but 
rather an aberrant expression of 
a fundamental shift in US atti-
tudes toward global leadership. 

With America tiring of its 
longstanding role at the helm of 
the international community, the 
world has come to a crossroads.

Recall economic historian 
Charles Kindleberger’s analy-
sis of the Great Depression: The 
crisis reflected not only Britain’s 
relative loss of power but also 
America’s unwillingness to as-

sume the mantle of global lead-
ership. 

Since World War II, however, 
the US has fully embraced that 
role, one that combines exorbi-
tant privileges with outsize du-
ties.

America reaps enormous ben-
efits from the US dollar’s global 
supremacy, which provides in-
ternational seigniorage reve-
nues, among other things, while 
bearing responsibility for global 
monetary and financial stability. 

This implies providing dol-
lar liquidity to partner central 
banks in times of monetary 
stress (as in 2008-10) and keep-
ing the US goods market open 
when global demand is low.

But the US no longer accepts 
this implicit contract, and to-
day’s world is too fragmented 
and diverse for any single coun-
try to dominate.

Though America remains the 
sole financial superpower (with 
a near $60 trillion stock-market 
capitalisation, against China’s 
$9.5 trillion, and an even larger 
lead in innovative market seg-
ments), it no longer wants the 
obligations that come with lead-
ership.

Europe’s declining demo-
graphic and economic weight 
have effectively eliminated it 
from the running. And China is 
too inward-looking to become 
the next hegemon.

It may be the world’s manufac-
turing superpower (accounting 
for 35 per cent of global produc-
tion), but it is a long way from 
assuming global responsibili-
ties. Fortunately, not all prob-
lems require leadership from a 
single dominant country.

In the third decade of the 
twenty-first century, the world 
must move to new arrangements 
whereby global responsibilities 
are more widely distributed.

In New World New Rules: Glo-
bal Cooperation in a World of 
Geopolitical Rivalries, we ana-
lyse governance arrangements 
across a variety of policy do-
mains, from the global commons 
to traditional economic inter-
dependence and what we call 
“behind-the-border integration” 
issues.

In each case, the goal is to sal-

vage collective action in a world 
defined by fragmentation and di-
vergent preferences.

On climate, the most emblem-
atic, even existential, global 
commons, the US is likely to 
repeat its withdrawal from the 
2015 Paris agreement (which the 
Biden administration rejoined). 

But the US is a secondary play-
er here, accounting for only 13 
per cent of global emissions, and 
many US state-level emissions-
reduction efforts will continue. 

Moreover, the European Union 
and China could jointly provide 
the necessary leadership to rally 
big emerging economies, mobi-
lize private financing towards 
net-zero targets, and galvanise 
civil society. 

On international trade, the 
main channel of economic in-
terdependence, Trump’s tariffs 
could be the final nail in the 
coffin of the multilateral rules-
based regime.

He will attempt to divide Eu-
ropean countries by differenti-
ating tariffs to punish or black-
mail individual governments. 

Still, Europe can resist by 
maintaining a united front 
(along with the United Kingdom).

That would allow it to offer 
Trump a deal that includes en-
ergy and defense purchases, re-
taliate effectively, or form coali-
tions with third countries (hence 
the importance of the EU’s re-
cent trade agreement with Latin 
America’s Mercosur countries). 

In any case, it has become ap-
parent that prevailing multilat-
eral trade rules are too demand-
ing for a fragmented world.

The EU should liaise with key 
partners to distinguish behav-
iour that is truly unacceptable 
from behaviour that is merely 
undesirable. On macro finance, 
the other main channel of inter-
national economic interdepend-
ence, the trend towards deglo-
balisation began some time ago.

While the institutions at the 
core of the system (the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank) remain robust, 
Trump could use America’s veto 
power to change their policies on 
a range of issues, not least cli-
mate mitigation and adaptation, 
which accounted for a whopping  

per cent of World Bank loans 
last year. 

To preserve the internation-
al financial safety net, Europe 
should focus on the complemen-
tarities between regional insti-
tutions.

But to foster constructive co-
operation, it will need to accept 
that its role in the main global 
organizations should be diluted 
to accommodate the rise of Chi-
na and various middle powers. 

Beyond these core policy ar-
eas are behind-the-border in-
tegration matters such as 
competition, banking, and tax 
governance, where widespread 
acceptance of extraterritoriality 
and informal networks can pro-
duce desirable results even in 
the absence of hard rules.

Tax cooperation seems un-
likely to survive another Trump 
administration, at least as far as 
multinationals are concerned; 
but some technical discussions 
and processes could still con-
tinue below the radar.

A more incremental, granular 
approach may be the best way 
to preserve the progress that has 
been made to date. 

On all these issues and more, 
policymakers will have to adapt 
to a world in which no single 
power is in charge. That requires 
defining, for each field, which 
forms of global governance are 
best suited to an irreversibly 
more diverse and more frag-
mented terrain.
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‘Protect our people’: 
Armed Syrian 
volunteers watch 
over Damascus

Global cooperation in the age of Trump

I
t is ironic that former US 
president Jimmy Carter 
should die at 100 and his 

funeral rites should take place 
during the remaining days of Joe 
Biden’s presidency.

Although a one-term Democrat 
president like Biden, Carter was 
respected, celebrated and, even, 
beloved, largely for post-presi-
dency good deeds. Biden will not 
be highly regarded.

Born in 1924 in the tiny town 
of Plains Georgia, peanut farm-
er Carter served in the Georgia 
state senate and as state gov-
ernor before running as a dark 
horse for US president at the age 
of 53 in 1976 and winning.

Biden was born in 1942 in 
the industrial city of Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, and aged 11 he 
moved to Wilmington, Delaware.

After studying law, he 
launched his political career in 
1972 as a senator. He failed to 
win the Democratic nomination 
for president in 1988 and 2008 
but candidate Barack Obama 
chose Biden as running mate. 

Biden served as vice president 
from 2009-2017 and was elected 
president in 2020 at 79 years of 
age, defeating Republican Don-
ald Trump.

During his 1977-1981 presi-
dency Carter sought to recover 
the moral authority of his of-
fice following Richard Nixon’s 
Watergate scandal and wide-
spread urban racial unrest and 
escalating US involvement in 
the Vietnam war during Lyndon 
Johnson’s term in office. Carter 
promoted peace and reconcilia-
tion. He entered the White House 
as an energetic newcomer and 
strove to heal the rift in the 
country caused by the Vietnam 
war by decreeing amnesty to 
draft dodgers.

He reformed the federal gov-
ernment, promoted green en-
ergy and appointed Blacks and 
women to his administration.  
He negotiated the Camp David 
Accords, which led to the 1979 
peace treaty between Egypt and 
Israel, but failed to win support 
for the Middle East Framework, 
which was meant to accompany 

the treaty by 
ending Is-
rael’s occu-
pation of the 
West Bank 
and Gaza and 
granting Pal-
estinians po-
litical rights 
through au-
tonomy.

C a r t e r 
failed to se-
cure reelec-

tion in 1980 due to domestic in-
flation and the crisis with Iran 
over US diplomatic and consular 
personnel detained in the US 
embassy in Tehran.

He was succeeded by Republi-
can Ronald Reagan who served 
two terms. Elected after two 
failed bids, Biden enacted do-
mestic legislation on recovery 
from the Covid pandemic and 
the post-Covid recession.

He adopted infrastructure re-
construction and restored US 
membership in the 2016 Paris 
agreement on climate change 
from which Trump withdrew.

In August 2021, Biden was 
harshly criticised for misman-
agement of the chaotic US with-
drawal from Afghanistan under 
the surrender agreement Trump 
reached with the Afghan Taliban.

This led to the Taliban’s vio-
lent, catastrophic return to rule.

Having failed to secure peace 
in Afghanistan, Biden became a 
man of war. He joined NATO Sec-
retary General Jens Stoltenberg 
in urging Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky to go ahead 
with his country’s application to 
join the Western alliance despite 
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin’s vehement opposition.

In late 2021, Putin marshalled 
troops along Russia’s border 
with Ukraine and invaded in 
February 2002, launching a 
protracted war fuelled by US 
and European arms supplies to 
Ukraine.

A life-long self-proclaimed Zi-
onist, Biden armed and funded 
Israel in its genocidal war on 
Gaza and repression of Palestin-
ians in the West Bank.

His last act in the White House 
was to propose $8 billion in 
weapons for Israel’s war ma-
chine.

Without Biden, Israel would 
not have been able to prosecute 
its longest ever war against the 
Palestinian people.

In April 2023, Biden declared 
his reelection bid and became the 
likely Democratic party’s nomi-
nee but his disastrous perform-
ance in the June 27 presidential 
debate with Trump raised public 
concerns over his mental acu-
ity and forced him to withdraw 
from the race on July 21. Biden 
endorsed Vice President Kamala 
Harris as the party’s candidate.

She lost to Trump, partly be-
cause she did not have time to 
campaign properly and partly 
because US voters are not ma-
ture enough to elect a woman to 
the presidency. Elderly, weary 
Biden leaves the presidency at 
82 to retire to his homes in Dela-
ware.

Carter stood down at 56 and 
became the best ex-president in 
US history by continuing to use 
the blessing force he gained in 
office to promote good causes. 

He established the Carter 
Presidential Centre with the aim 
of monitoring elections with the 
aim of encouraging free and fair 
polls and promoted conflict res-
olution.

Carter helped African coun-
tries to increase agricultural 
yields by introducing new seeds, 
fertilisers and new planting 
techniques.

In 1985, he launched a cam-
paign to eradicate the guinea 
worm which infected 3.5 mil-
lion in 21 countries in Africa and 
Asia. Last year there were only 
14 cases worldwide.

He tackled other diseases in 
Africa such as river blindness 
and trachoma.

He campaigned for equality 
for women, supported Habitat 
for Humanity and donned a hard 
hat and helped build homes for 
the homeless in poor neighbour-
hoods around the world.

In November 2006, he issued 
a controversial book entitled, 

“Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid.” 
Apartheid, a policy of unequal 
separation, was adopted in 
South Africa in 1948, outlawed 
by the UN in 1976 and abolished 
when South Africa elected its 
first non-racial government in 
1994.

Carter’s use of the word was 
offensive to Israelis and their 
friends.

Criticism did not deter Carter 
from appearing on Israeli radio 
and stating, “When Israel does 
occupy... territory deep within 
the West Bank, and connects the 
200-or-so settlements with each 
other, with a road, and then pro-
hibits the Palestinians from us-
ing that road, or in many cases 
even crossing the road, this per-
petrates even worse instances of 
apartness, or apartheid, than we 
witnessed even in South Africa.”

He summed up the situation 
by saying, “Israel will never have 
peace until they agree to with-
draw [from the territories].”

He hoped it in vain that the 
book would stir debate within 
Israel and the US.

It took 15 years for Israeli 
rights organisation B’Tselem to 
catch up with Carter by applying 
the word “apartheid” to Israel’s 
occupation of Palestinian terri-
tories. B’Tselem stated on Janu-
ary 12, 2021, “The Israeli regime 
enacts in all the territory it con-
trols [Israeli sovereign territory, 
East Jerusalem, the West Bank, 
and the Gaza Strip] an apartheid 
regime.

One organising principle lies 
at the base of a wide array of 
Israeli policies: Advancing and 
perpetuating the supremacy of 
one group – Jews – over another 
– Palestinians.” The application 
was adopted by Amnesty Inter-
national in 2022 and gained cur-
rency.

This opened the door to accu-
sations by international rights 
organisations of genocide, war 
crimes and crimes against hu-
manity during its ongoing war 
on Gaza.

Carter should be credited with 
challenging Israel’s policies and 
uncritical defenders.

The long road to recognising
apartheid in Palestine

Michael Jansen



LONDON (AFP) — Stock 
markets were rattled 
on Wednesday by wor-
ries about incoming US 
president Donald Trump 
slapping tariffs on im-
ports and the fading 
prospects for interest 
rate cuts.

A CNN report that 
Trump is considering 
declaring a national 
economic emergency 
to provide legal cover 
to impose tariffs on all 
imported goods sent US 
and European stocks 

into the red and the dol-
lar higher against major 
rival currencies.

"Perhaps more than 
even during his last 
term of office, traders 
will need to pay close 
attention to everything 
coming from the new 
President," said David 
Morrison, senior market 
analyst at Trade Nation.

"And, just to prove 
a point, the dollar has 
soared while risk assets 
have tumbled on reports 
that Trump is mulling a 

national emergency dec-
laration to allow for new 
tariff programme."

Susannah Streeter, 
head of money and 
markets at Hargreaves 
Lansdown said that 
there is nervousness 
about the future given 
Trump's unpredictable 
governing style.

"Aside from the im-
pact on global trade and 
growth prospects the 
big worry is that a big 
swathe of tariffs will 
stoke the embers of in-

flation and fan consum-
er prices," she said.

"Expectations are 
growing that this will 
tie the Fed's hands and 
limit interest rate cuts 
in the US even further 
this year."

The Fed has already 
lowered its outlook for 
rate cuts to two reduc-
tions this year, down 
from the four forecast 
in September before 
Trump's election victory.

Data released on Tues-
day and Wednesday 

pointed to price pres-
sures and a relatively ro-
bust US labour market, 
denting hopes of several 
more cuts to interest 
rates in the world's big-
gest economy.

"Yesterday's signs of 
rising inflation in the 
US have combined with 
an 11-month low in job-
less claims to push back 
expectations of any rate 
cuts in 2025," said Chris 
Beauchamp, chief mar-
ket analyst at online 
trading platform IG.
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AMMAN (JT) — Amman Stock Exchange (ASE) trad-
ing value for Wednesday amounted to JD 20.7 mil-
lion spread over 11.3 million shares that traded 
through 2,696 transactions. 

The ASE share price index shed 0.34 per cent, 
closing at 2572.64 points.

Out of 89 companies whose shares were traded, 
the share price of 34 companies rose while the 
share price of another 31 declined. 

Topping the list of the companies whose shares 
gained the most were Arab Potash by 7.49 per cent, 
Irbid District Electricity by 6.69 per cent, Al Daman 
for Investments by 5.00 per cent, Amad Investment 
and Real Estate Development by 4.60 per cent, and 
Jordan Hotels and Tourism by 4.52 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the most 
were Al-Quds Ready Mix by 6.15 per cent, Jor-
dan Dairy by 4.97 per cent, Al Sharq Investments 
Projects (holding) by 4.9 per cent, National Portfolio 
Securities by 4.62 per cent, and Afaq Holding for In-
vestment and Real Estate Development Co. P.l.c by 
4.41 per cent.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

AMMAN (JT) — The 
Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources on 
Wednesday announced 
the re-offering of the 
purchase of consulting 
services to study the 
establishment of com-
pressed or liquefied nat-
ural gas supply stations. 

The ministry added the 
tender is to determine 
the fair commission for 
companies interested in 
this activity according to 
specifications and con-
ditions, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. 

The ministry set the 
date of selling copies of 
the invitation to tender 
electronically from Jan-
uary 16 to 19 to receive 
inquiries, and the start 
of submitting bids will 
be between January 23 
and 30.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Tender floated to study establishment of 
stations to supply natural gas for vehicles
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AMMAN (JT) — Presi-
dent of the Jordan 
Chamber of Indus-
try Fathi Jaghbeer on 
Wednesday said that 
the industrial sector 
achieved a growth of 4 
per cent during the last 
three quarters of 2024, 
compared with the 
same period in 2023. 

Jaghbeer added that 
this growth reflects 
the significant role of 
the industrial sector in 
supporting the nation-
al economy, which con-
tributed 40 per cent of 
the real total growth, to 
the overall 2.4 per cent 
of economic growth re-
corded during the last 
three quarters of last 
year, despite the devel-
opments in the region.

He added that vari-
ous major industrial 
sectors witnessed 
positive developments, 
with the mining and 

quarrying sector re-
cording a growth of 
4.9 per cent, manufac-
turing industries by 
3.8 per cent, while the 
growth in the electric-
ity and water sector 
reached 4.5 per cent, 
the Jordan News Agen-
cy, Petra, reported. 

Jaghbir pointed out 
that these results re-
flect the importance of 
the industrial sector as 
a key pillar of growth 
and development in 
the Kingdom and show 
the exceptional ability 
of the industrial sec-
tor in facing changing 
challenges. 

He added that the in-
dustrial sector proves 
once again that it is 
capable of adapting to 
difficult economic con-
ditions and transform-
ing crises into oppor-
tunities for growth and 
development.

Industrial sector grows 
by 4% during first 
9 months in 2024

AMMAN (JT) —Secretary 
General of the Jordan 
Valley Authority Hisham 
Hisa and Chairman of 
the Board of Directors 
of the Dates Coopera-
tive Agricultural Soci-
ety (DCAS) Raed Saaida 
have signed a land lease 
agreement for the asso-
ciation to establish sort-
ing, packing, packaging 
and refrigeration work-
shops to support date 
farmers in the Kingdom.

Hisa said in a state-
ment on Wednesday that 
the Jordan Valley Au-
thority seeks to stimu-
late investment in the 
Jordan Valley and sup-
port leading cooperative 
societies, especially in 
the palm sector, which 
is witnessing signifi-
cant expansion, the Jor-
dan News Agency, Petra, 
reported. 

He stressed that the 

authority will not hesi-
tate to provide all forms 
of support and assist-
ance to farmers, empow-
er them and improve ir-
rigation services. 

The authority is ready 

to provide any require-
ments for the palm ag-
ricultural sector, from 
training farmers on ir-
rigation management, to 
employing technology in 
this sector for optimal 

use, he added.
Saaida said that the 

agreement highlights 
the authority’s develop-
mental role in serving 
farmers, and that it will 
contribute to providing 

the basis for establish-
ing date sorting, pack-
ing, packaging and re-
frigeration workshops, 
which will help develop 
the sector and highlight 
it globally as a high-end 
product that reflects the 
"pioneering" Jordanian 
agricultural experience.

He noted that the 
project will provide more 
than 80 job opportuni-
ties and will allow DCAS 
to establish a research 
station specifically to the 
palm sector.  

He praised the role of 
the authority in monitor-
ing the water situation 
and the needs of palm 
farmers. 

Agriculture Minister 
Khalid Hneifat recently 
said that cumulative ex-
ports of dates increased 
to 16,280 tonnes in 2024, 
marking a 7 per cent rise 
from 2023. 

AGRICULTURECOOPERATION

Agreement signed to establish 
sorting, packaging for dates industry
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The Dates Cooperative Agricultural Society signs a land lease agreement for the association 

to establish sorting, packing, packaging and refrigeration workshops to support date farmers 

in the Kingdom
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Chairman of the Jordanian Businessmen Association Hamdi Tabbaa highlights the investment 

opportunities in sectors such as ICT, artificial intelligence, energy, transportation and tourism

AMMAN (JT) — Chair-
man of the Jordanian 
Businessmen Associa-
tion Hamdi Tabbaa and 
Indian Ambassador 
Manish Chauhan on 
Wednesday discussed 
strategies to boost eco-
nomic relations and 
explore new economic 
partnerships between 
Jordan and India.

In a statement is-
sued on Wednesday, 
Tabbaa stressed the 
importance of foster-
ing advanced econom-
ic cooperation that 
benefits both nations, 
leveraging the strong 
ties between Jordan 
and India across vari-
ous sectors, according 
to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

He underscored the 

significance of at-
tracting more Indian 
investments to Jor-
dan and enhancing 
trade exchange by in-
creasing interactions 
among private sector 
companies.

Tabbaa also high-
lighted the investment 
opportunities in sec-
tors such as ICT, artifi-

cial intelligence, ener-
gy, transportation and 
tourism, supported by 
the new Investment 
Environment Law.

Chauhan echoed the 
need to expand coop-
eration across diverse 
economic sectors, fo-
cusing on technology 
transfer, training and 
investment integra-
tion, noting that In-
dian investments in 
Jordan are among the 
most significant in the 
region.

Trade between Jor-
dan and India reached 
approximately $3.3 
billion in 2023, with 
key Jordanian exports 
to India including 
chemical industries, 
fertilisers, aluminium 
and pharmaceuticals.

Jordan, India explore 
economic partnership

US tariff and inflation fears rattle global markets

Tabbaa stressed 

the importance 

of fostering 

advanced 

economic 

cooperation...

By Sophie Makris

Agence France-Presse

BERLIN — As snow-
flakes gently settled on 
his balcony solar pan-
els on a cold winter's 
day, Berliner Jens Sax 
checked his smartphone 
to see how much elec-
tricity they were gener-
ating.

The amount was mod-
est now, said Sax, who 
admitted to being ad-
dicted to the phone noti-
fications that keep track 
of the panels' output, 
"but we've saved 79 eu-
ros since installing them 
in August".

More than 800,000 
such kits had been in-
stalled in Germany by 
the end of 2024, official 
data shows — boosted 

by subsidies and a de-
sire to save amid high 
energy costs.

That was more than 
double the number 
from a year earlier and 
10 times the figure for 
2022.

EmpowerSource, a 
consultancy, estimates 
that 3 million kits are 
now in operation nation-
wide, including those 
that have not been offi-
cially registered.

Installation numbers 
are likely an underes-
timate, said Leonhard 
Probst, a researcher at 
the Fraunhofer Institute 
for Solar Energy Sys-
tems, since the kits often 
remain unregistered.

Cheaper than photo-
voltaic roof panels and 
easy to install — the 

panels simply plug into 
power sockets — balco-
ny solar is taking off as 
Germany seeks to switch 
to renewables.

Europe's largest 
economy wants 80 per 
cent of gross power con-
sumption to come from 
renewables by 2030, up 
from 59 per cent in 2024. 
Solar power supplied 
14.6 per cent of Germa-
ny's electricity last year.

Far less powerful than 
roof panels, balcony so-
lar kits cover only part 
of a household's energy 
needs and are used for 
tasks such as charging 
computers or powering 
dishwashers.

Probst estimates that 
the kits make up only 
about two per cent of 
the almost 100 giga-

watts of Germany's to-
tal solar capacity, but 
he expects that share to 
grow and thinks the kits 
could boost solar more 
broadly.

"There's an educa-
tional effect, it familiar-
ises a larger number of 
people with solar power 
and might spur them to 
invest in more powerful 
systems," he said.

Oliver Lang, based in 
Berlin and head of solar 
kit company Sonnen-
republik, said the firm 
had grown in recent 
years thanks to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic and the 
war in Ukraine.

"At the beginning it 
was niche, there was 
very little demand when 
we started selling them 
six years ago," he said.

Germans turn to balcony solar panels to save money
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Top seed Shelton ousted

by Czech teenager in Auckland

AUCKLAND (AFP) — US top seed Ben Shelton’s prep-
aration for the Australian Open was dealt a blow on-
Wednesday with an upset loss to Czech teen sensation 
Jakub Mensik at the Auckland Classic. Playing his first 
match in nearly two months, world number 21 Shelton 
was beaten 7-6 (7/2), 4-6, 7-5 in the second round by the 
powerful Mensik. A clash of two of the world’s premier 
young players ended after more than two- and- a- half 
hours when Shelton’s serve was broken for the first 
time, in the 12th game of the third set. The 22-year-old 
American, who received a bye through the first round, 
served strongly but couldn’t match the consistency of 
his 19-year-old opponent’s groundstrokes. Left-hander 
Shelton will have little match play under his belt head-
ing to the Grand Slam tournament in Melbourne, hav-
ing not previously played since representing the US in 
the Davis Cup nearly two months ago. World No. 49 
Mensik faces a quarter-final against the highest-ranked 
player remaining in Auckland, Portuguese seventh seed 
Nuno Borges. The tournament’s top four seeds all tum-
bled out in the second round. Second seed and defend-
ing champion Alejandro Tabilo of Chile was toppled in 
three sets by American qualifier Nishesh Basavareddy. 
Argentine third and fourth seeds Sebastian Baez and 
Francisco Cerundolo were both eliminated in straight 
set defeats.

Pegula launches season in style, Navarro 

also wins at Melbourne tune-up

ADELAIDE, Australia (AFP) — Jessica Pegula dropped 
just five games to romp past Maria Sakkari at the Ad-
elaide International on Wednesday in a delayed start 
to her season days before the Australian Open. The top 
seed and US Open finalist, who had a bye in the first 
round, overwhelmed the Greek former World No.3 6-4, 
6-1. The World No.7 will play either Spain’s Paula Ba-
dosa or fellow American Ashlyn Krueger in the quar-
ter-finals. Pegula, who last played at the WTA Finals in 
November, improved her record against Sakkari to 6-5 
as the Greek player works her way back from a shoul-
der injury. “It’s always tough getting the first win of the 
year, you don’t know what to expect,” said Pegula. “But 
it’s good heading into Melbourne next week. My focus 
is on doing well here first. It’s fun to problem-solve on 
court and have a good attitude to start the year.” Sec-
ond-seeded fellow American Emma Navarro, ranked 
eight in the world, came through a tougher assignment 
needing two hours to battle past Ekaterina Alexandro-
va 7-6 (7/4), 6-4.

AT A GLANCE

The nomadic mini-city 
behind the Dakar Rally event
By Alexandre Marchand

Agence France-Presse

BISHA, Saudi Arabia 
— Television loves the 
Dakar Rally with its 
crisp, dramatic images 
of cars, motorbikes 
and trucks ploughing 
through the blood-
red sands and dunes 
of Saudi Arabia.

But television 
doesn't show the whole 
picture, veering its 
lens away from the 
camp of 3,500 people, 
six planes, 11 helicop-
ters, 100 trucks and 70 
buses — the gigantic 
logistical machine that 
moves a mini-city in 
the desert from stage 
to stage and keeps the 
show, figuratively, on 
the road.

Set up under tight se-
curity on a 25-hectare 
sand plain in the Bisha 
region in the south-
west of the country, the 
Dakar start bivouac 
was in full swing in 
these early days of the 
2025 edition.

Night and day, gen-
erators chunter away 
next to white tarpau-
lin structures as large 
as aircraft hangars. 
Trucks fill the cisterns 
of the 200 or so toilets 
and showers, while 
others sprinkle water 
on the roads to set-
tle the dust raised by 
the constant stream of 
vehicles.

Roaring sandstorms 
whip up around the 
sea of small camping 
tents, in which most of 
the inhabitants of this 
itinerant community 

sleep. No five-star ho-
tels here.

The tent that makes 
up the canteen is a 
massive 1,600 square 
metres and sits next to 
a games arcade, sports 
fields, two shops and 
a stage with a giant 
screen.

It's a whole self-con-
tained little world far 
from the cities which 
has to be transport-
ed throughout the 12 
stages.

"The basic mission 
of logistics is to put in 
place the people and 
resources so that each 
service, customer and 
competitor can oper-
ate and experience 

their event in the best 
possible conditions," 
Guillaume Kleszcz, lo-
gistics director for the 
ASO organisation, told 
AFP.

On each Dakar, the 
organisers have to pro-
vide around 10 bivou-
acs like this one, which 
follow the competi-
tors as they make their 
way across the Ara-
bian Peninsula, where 
the competition has 
pitched its tent since 
2020.

Almost every day, 
a new mini-city will 
have to be created from 
scratch in the midst of 
sand and stones.

"Each site takes 

around 10 days to set 
up," says Arnaud Cal-
estroupat, Dakar logis-
tics manager. "First we 
level the ground, then 
we install the struc-
tures, the electrics."

As far as possible, 
the logisticians dupli-
cate what they can to 
get as far ahead as pos-
sible in the assembly.

For example, there 
are two copies of the 
race control centre. 
The one used in biv-
ouac 1 goes directly to 
bivouac 3 with the one 
in bivouac 2 sent in ad-
vance to bivouac 4, and 
so on.

Similarly, the cater-
ing tent, which will 

serve up in the region 
of 100,000 meals over 
the duration of the ral-
ly, will be available in 
four different versions, 
which will alternate 
with each other.

Thanks to these ro-
tations, the organisers 
are almost two bivou-
acs ahead of the race.

Each area is struc-
tured in the same way.

"In the centre is the 
technical area, which 
is the work area," says 
Calestroupat.

"Opposite is the liv-
ing area, which is ac-
cessible to everyone, 
where everyone can 
meet and get together. 
And around these two 

large areas will be all 
the paddocks."

The paddock is 
where the teams have 
their living quarters.

Not everything can be 
cloned, however, start-
ing with the people.

At each change of 
bivouac, 500 people, 
including organisers, 
press and teams, are 
moved at dawn by spe-
cially chartered planes 
so that they can be at 
the finish point, sever-
al hundred kilometres 
away, even before the 
start of the race.

As for the televi-
sion production team, 
they must have fin-
ished their work by 
early evening to pack 
up the equipment and 
transport it overnight 
by lorry to the next 
location.

There, it is immedi-
ately re-installed so 
that it is ready to go 
again when the cars 
and bikes start the 
next morning.

This gigantic scale 
requires an army of 
men and women: out of 
the 3,500 people usu-
ally accommodated at 
a bivouac, the organi-
sation and the various 
service providers ac-
count for some 800 to 
900 people.

But none of this will 
be seen on television 
which will focus in-
stead on the men and 
women bravely throw-
ing their vehicles 
across the dunes in a 
bid to win the rally.

And no one would 
have it any other way.
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French driver Sebastien Loeb runs his Dacia Sandrider after crashing during stage 3 of the 47th Dakar Rally between Bisha and 

Al Henakiyah, on Tuesday

FILMWho’s winning the CES autonomy race? Not cars
By John Biers

Agence France-Presse

LAS VEGAS — This 
week’s Consumer Elec-
tronics Show unveils 
major new autono-
mous transport prod-
ucts for farms, boating 
and construction sites, 
highlighting a yawning 
gap with autos, where 
scalable driverless 
technology is further 
away.

The group of offer-
ings include autono-
mous tractors, con-
struction dump trucks 
and boats that dock 
themselves, as well 
as a robotic golf cart 
that doubles as an AI-
enhanced super caddy.

That these products 
are already poised for 
commercialisation be-
trays the sophistica-
tion needed for auton-
omous road travel even 
if companies like Goog-
le-backed Waymo are 
making some headway.

On roads, “the com-
plexity of the problem 
multiplies significant-
ly”, said Barry Lunn, 
CEO of sensor compa-
ny Provizio.

The machine learn-
ing challenge for cars 
amounts to “the hard-
est AI challenge in hu-
man history”, Lunn 
said.

The difficulty re-
flects the array of un-
predictable factors 
that can interfere with 
road transport, such as 
unexpected manoeu-
vre by fellow drivers, 
pedestrians or falling 
branches.

These conditions, 
known in tech circles 
as “edge cases”, are 
present in every kind 
of autonomous trans-
port, even if they seem 
uniquely difficult for 
cars.

In marine transport, 

edge cases can involve 
poor light or rainy 
conditions, said David 
Foulkes, chief execu-
tive of Brunswick, a 
boat building company.

These dynamics, as 
well as the presence of 
salt and other depos-
its in a marine envi-
ronment can interfere 
with key hardware.

At CES, Brunswick is 
showcasing the auton-
omous docking system 
on the Boston Whaler, 
a 40-foot luxury boat 
that uses six stereo 
cameras that are de-
rived from military 
drone technology.

Brunswick saw little 
upside in broad use of 
autonomy because rec-
reational boaters relish 
the experience of driv-
ing but docking is the 
one area where boaters 

“appreciate additional 
help,” said Foulkes.

“Just like every oth-
er autonomy system, 
you kind of spend 20 
per cent of your time 
on the main use cases 
and then all the rest on 
the edge cases,” said 
Foulkes, who worked at 
Ford for 18 years.

Learning system 

In agriculture, technolo-
gists also face distinct 
complications.

Willy Pell, chief ex-
ecutive of Blue River 
Technology, which is 
owned by John Deere, 
said the company dis-
covered that lights on 
tractors attracted in-
sects at night, which 
can interfere with key 
sensor equipment.

“A moth weigh-

ing less than a single 
ounce would bring our 
40,000 pound machine 
to a halt,” Pell said at 
a news conference on 
Monday.

“It was a software 
bug in all senses of the 
word.”

Three years ago at 
CES, Deere unveiled a 
driverless tractor that 
could be operated from 
a smart phone.

Whereas the original 
machine could only 
perform very narrow 
tasks such as prepar-
ing soil for planting, 
this year’s “second gen-
eration” model uses 
many additional cam-
eras to drive faster and 
perform more tasks.

The system incorpo-
rates thousands of re-
al-world experiences, 
reflecting “years and 

years of farming across 
these different edge 
cases”, Pell said.

The 188-year old ag-
ricultural equipment 
maker is also present-
ing an autonomous 
battery-run lawn mow-
er for landscaping, 
an autonomous dump 
truck for construction 
sites and an autono-
mous diesel orchard 
tractor.

The orchard tractor 
can be used to spray 
insecticide six to eight 
times per year, the type 
of work where skilled 
labor is notoriously 
scarce.

Looming questions 

When it comes to car 
autonomy on public 
roadways, companies 
are making progress but 

still not close to main-
stream adoption.

Waymo, which now 
operates commercial 
robotaxi service in 
three US cities, recently 
faced a novel security 
challenge after female 
riders in San Francisco 
were harassed by an-
other vehicle that fol-
lowed the robotaxi, 
according to a Decem-
ber Washington Post 
report.

Waymo, which served 
4 million autonomous 
rides in 2024, plans 
to add its service to 
other US cities and To-
kyo in its first interna-
tional foray. The com-
pany’s co-CEO Tekedra 
Mawakana will head-
line a keynote later this 
week at CES.

Other big autono-
mous players at CES 
include the Amazon-
owned Zoox and car 
companies such as 
Mercedes-Benz and 
BMW, which have re-
ceived approval from 
the German govern-
ment for autonomous 
driving in very limited 
situations.

While major player 
Tesla is not at CES, 
some exhibitors are 
preparing for the day 
when today’s driver 
is able to tune out the 
road.

“Consumers are look-
ing at cars as... another 
environment where 
you want to be relaxed 
or enjoy yourself,” said 
Jeff Jury, senior vice 
president at Xperi, 
which sells multimedia 
technology in cars.

“You’re going to see 
a continual march to-
wards autonomy but 
this idea of full auton-
omy [in cars] is still 10 
or 15 years away,” Jury 
said. “There’s just too 
much that needs to be 
worked out.”

Award-winning 
migrant actor 
earns visa
LILLE, France (AFP) 
— An undocumented 
23-year-old Guin-
ean migrant living in 
France who won a prize 
at the Cannes film fes-
tival last year has been 
granted a work permit, 
enabling him to avoid 
deportation, his law-
yer said on Wednesday.

Abou Sangare won 
rave reviews as the 
lead actor in last 
year’s film “L’Histoire 
de Souleymane” (“Sou-
leymane’s Story”) in 
which he played a 
food delivery cyclist 
in Paris who is prepar-
ing for an immigration 
interview.

He won the prize for 
best male performance 
in the secondary Un 
Certain Regard section 
at Cannes in a role that 
reprised many of his 
own personal experi-
ences as an undocu-
mented migrant living 
in France.

After making three 
unsuccessful requests 
for work visas and be-
ing subject to a depor-
tation order, he suc-
ceeded on Monday in 
obtaining a one-year 
permit for the first 
time, his lawyer Claire 
Perinaud told AFP.

“He will ask for re-
newals and will be 
able to move to longer-
term visas at a later 
date,” she said, con-
firming a story that 
was first reported in 
his local newspaper 
Ici Picardie.

Sangare told the 
Liberation newspa-
per that he had been 
offered a job as a me-
chanic and intended 
to take it up, rather 
than pursue a career 
in film.

“There might be of-
fers but I’m a mechan-
ic, that’s my trade,” he 
said. “I can’t wait to 
start working in the 
garage.”

Despite having no 
acting experience, 
Sangare was picked 
by director Boris Lo-
jkine after he attended 
a casting call in his 
hometown of Amiens 
in northeast France, in 
between off-the-books 
jobs fixing cars and 
helping out at a local 
education charity.

He left Guinea as a 
teenager, seeking to 
make enough money 
to pay for medical 
care for his epileptic 
mother.

His journey took him 
across the Sahara to 
Algeria and Libya then 
across the Mediterra-
nean in an inflatable 
boat to Italy and final-
ly France.

“When we chose 
Sangare to play the 
main role in the film, 
it was a big respon-
sibility,” director Lo-
jkine said in October 
when his film was re-
leased in France. “It’s 
only when he has his 
papers that I will have 
the impression of hav-
ing finished my film.”

AFP photo

Attendees visit booths from technology companies from Hong Kong, China and South Korea during 

the Consumer Electronics Show (CES) in Las Vegas, Nevada on Tuesday
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