
TULKARM, Palestinian 
Territories (AFP) — Is-
raeli occupation forces 
killed two Palestinian 
men during a raid in a 
refugee camp in the oc-
cupied West Bank on 
Sunday, the Palestinian 
health ministry said.

The deaths were the 
latest in a surge of 
violence in the Pales-
tinian territory that 
has prompted grow-
ing international con-
cern since Hamas's 
October 7 sudden at-
tack on southern Israel 
sparked the Gaza war.

EU Foreign Policy 
Chief Josep Borrell on 
Sunday described the 
situation in the West 
Bank as being at boil-
ing point and warned 
that "we could be on 
the eve of a greater 
explosion".

The Palestinian 
health ministry said 
two men, aged 19 and 
36, were pronounced 
dead from gunshot 
wounds following 
an army raid in the 
Tulkarm refugee camp, 
in the north of the West 
Bank, which the UN 
says houses over 27,000 
Palestinian refugees.

At least five other 
people were wounded 
in the Israeli military 
operation, according 
to the Palestinian Red 

Crescent.
The Israeli forces has 

stepped up its near dai-
ly raids across the West 
Bank in the aftermath 
of the attack on south-
ern Israel in October.

At least 398 Palestin-

ians have been killed 
by Israeli forces or set-
tlers in the West Bank 
since October 7, ac-
cording to the Palestin-
ian health ministry.

Israel captured the 
West Bank, includ-

ing East Jerusalem — 
which it later occupied 
— and the Gaza Strip 
in 1967 during the June 
War.

Around 3 million 
Palestinians live in 
the territory along-

side roughly 490,000 
Israelis in settlements 
deemed illegal under 
international law.

The Palestinians seek 
the territory as the 
heartland of a future 
independent state.

OCCUPATION

Israeli forces kill 2 Palestinians in West Bank raid

GAZA STRIP, Palestinian 
Territories (AFP) — Me-
diator Qatar acknowl-
edged on Saturday that 
prospects for a new 
pause in Israel's war 
with Hamas were "not 
really promising" as Is-
rael rejected appeals to 
hold off on a threatened 
assault on the Gaza city 
of Rafah.

Truce efforts intensi-
fied this week as Qatar 
and fellow mediators 
Egypt and the United 
States scrambled to se-
cure a ceasefire before 
Israeli forces enter Ra-
fah, the last major pop-
ulation centre in Gaza 
untouched by Israeli 
ground troops.

Qatari Prime Minister 
Mohammed Bin Abdul-
rahman Al Thani, who 
met with negotiators 
from both Israel and Ha-
mas this week, said ef-
forts for a ceasefire had 
been complicated by the 
insistence of "a lot of 
countries" that any new 
truce involve further re-
leases of hostages.

"The pattern in the 
last few days is not re-

ally very promising," he 
said at the Munich Secu-
rity Conference.

His assessment came 
as Hamas threatened 
to suspend its involve-
ment in talks unless re-
lief supplies are brought 
into the north, where aid 
agencies have warned of 
looming famine.

"Negotiations cannot 
be held while hunger is 
ravaging the Palestinian 
people," a senior source 
in the Palestinian mili-
tant group told AFP, ask-
ing not to be identified 
as he is not authorised 
to speak on the issue.

Earlier, Hamas chief 
Ismail Haniyeh reiterat-

ed the group's demands, 
which Netanyahu called 
"ludicrous".

They include a com-
plete pause in fighting, 
the release of Hamas 
prisoners and the with-
drawal of Israeli forces 
from Gaza.

Continued on page 5
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Russia trying to attack beyond Avdiivka, Ukraine warns
NOVOOLEKSANDRIVKA, 
Ukraine (AFP) — Russian 
troops launched multi-
ple attacks to the west 
of the recently captured 
Avdiivka in a bid to force 
more gains on the battle-
field, a Ukrainian army 
spokesperson on Sunday.

Facing manpower 
and ammunition short-
ages, Ukraine was forced 
to withdraw from the 
industrial hub in the 
eastern Donetsk region, 
handing Moscow its first 
major territorial gain 
since May 2023.

"The enemy is try-
ing to actively develop 
its offensive," Dmytro 
Lykhoviy, a spokesper-
son for the Ukrainian 
army commander lead-
ing Kyiv's troops in the 
area, said on state TV on 
Sunday.

Ukraine's general staff 
reported 14 failed Rus-
sian attacks on the vil-
lage of Lastochkyne, 
around 2 kilometres  to 
the west of Avdiivka's 
northern edge.

"But our considerable 
forces are entrenched 

there," Lykhoviy said.
He also reported failed 

Russian attacks near the 
villages of Robotyne and 
Verbove in the south-
ern Zaporizhzhia re-
gion — one of the few 
places where Ukraine 
managed to regain 
ground during last year's 
counteroffensive.

But he said it would be 
"very difficult" for Russia 
to break through there, 
given heavy Ukrain-
ian defensive lines and 
natural conditions of the 
terrain.

"The situation in the 
Zaporizhzhia sector is 
stable... No positions 
have been lost in the 
Zaporizhzhia sector," he 
said on Sunday on state 
TV.

 
'Important victory' 

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on Sat-
urday hailed the capture 
of Avdiivka as an "im-
portant victory" for his 
troops, just days ahead 
of the second anniver-
sary of the invasion.

The battle for Avdiivka 
was one of the bloodi-
est of the two-year war, 
drawing comparisons 
with Russia's assault 
on Bakhmut, which it 
captured last May at the 
cost of tens of thousands 
of soldiers.

Avdiivka had symbolic 
importance to both Kyiv 
and Moscow — seen as 
a marker of Ukrainian 
resistance after it briefly 
fell to Russian-backed 
separatists in 2014.

Continued on page 5
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AMMAN (JT) — US Sec-
retary of State Antony 
Blinken has hailed the 
solid Washington-Am-
man relations as a "tes-
tament to a shared vi-
sion of peace, security, 
and prosperity for the 
entire region".

In a statement on 
the 75th anniversary 
of establishing the US-
Jordan diplomatic re-
lations, Blinken said, 
"Today, we celebrate 
75 years of diplomatic 
relations between the 
United States and the 
Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan.  On February 18, 
1949, Wells Stabler pre-
sented his credentials 
as the first American 
Chargé d’Affaires ad in-
terim to Jordan.  Since 
then, our countries have 
been partners, allies, 
and close friends." 

"Over more than 
seven decades of part-
nership, our relation-
ship has expanded to 
advance inclusive eco-
nomic development, 
enhance opportunities 
for women and youth, 
ensure sustainable ac-
cess to safe water, and 
promote commercial 
ties.  Strengthening our 
security cooperation, 

promoting regional sta-
bility and sustaining 
humanitarian efforts 
have been the corner-
stones of our bilateral 
relationship.  Our part-
nership has thrived 
over the last 75 years 
due to the steadfast 
bonds between the peo-
ples of our two coun-
tries, as well as our 
leaders," Blinken said 
in the statement.

"That strong foun-

dation will enable us 
to further strengthen 
the US-Jordan stra-
tegic partnership in 
the future.  We remain 
dedicated to support-
ing Jordan on its path 
toward greater prosper-
ity and stability under 
the leadership of His 
Majesty King Abdul-
lah and look forward to 
deepening our historic 
security, economic, and 
cultural ties."

Mediator says Gaza truce 'not promising' 
as Israel rejects calls to spare Rafah

Brazil's Lula 
accuses 
Israel of 
'genocide' 
in Gaza
ADDIS ABABA (AFP) 
— Brazilian Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula 
da Silva accused Is-
rael on Sunday of 
committing "geno-
cide" against Pales-
tinian civilians in 
the Gaza Strip and 
compared its actions 
to Adolf Hitler's cam-
paign to exterminate 
Jews.

"What's happen-
ing in the Gaza Strip 
isn't a war, it's a 
genocide," Lula told 
reporters in Addis 
Ababa where he was 
attending an African 
Union summit.

"It's not a war 
of soldiers against 
soldiers. It's a war 
between a highly 
prepared army and 
women and chil-
dren," added the vet-
eran leftist.

"What's happen-
ing in the Gaza Strip 
with the Palestinian 
people hasn't hap-
pened at any other 
moment in history. 
Actually, it has hap-
pened: When Hitler 
decided to kill the 
Jews."

They were among 
the strongest com-
ments yet on the 
conflict from Lula, 
a prominent voice 
for the global south 
whose country cur-
rently holds the ro-
tating presidency of 
the G-20.

The 78-year-old 
leader condemned 
Hamas' October 7 
sudden attack on 
Israel the day it 
happened.

Continued on page 5

'US remains dedicated to supporting Jordan on 
its path towards greater prosperity, stability'

AFP photo

A digger arrives to help rescuers remove rubble from a school 

destroyed during a overnight missile attack on the town of 

Slaviansk, Donetsk region on Sunday
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Royal Hashemite Court mourns 
passing of Princess Rajwa’s father
AMMAN (JT) — The 
Royal Hashemite Court 
mourns the passing of 
the father of HRH Prin-
cess Rajwa, Khaled Bin 
Musaed Bin Saif Bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saif, may 
his soul rest in peace.

By His Majesty King 
Abdullah’s orders, the 
Royal Hashemite Court 
has announced three 
days of mourning, as 
of Sunday, February 18 

2024.
The Royal Hashemite 

Court expresses its 
deepest sympathies and 
condolences to Their 
Majesties King Abdul-
lah and Queen Rania, 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Crown Prince Hussein 
and Princess Rajwa, 
and to Al Saif family in 
these difficult times.

HRH Crown Prince 
Hussein expressed his 

deep condolences over 
the passing of Al Saif. 
The Crown Prince said 
on Instagram, “With 
profound sorrow and 
grief, we mourn the 
passing of my wife's 
father, my father-in-
law, Abu Faisal. He 
was a man of nobility 
and generosity, distin-
guished by his good 
manners and strong 
faith."

 AFP photo

This handout photo released by the Brazilian Presidency shows Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva speaking during a 

press conference in Addis Ababa on Sunday

Antony Blinken

 AFP photo

People search for victims in the rubble of the Baraka family home in Deir Al Balah in the 

central Gaza Strip after it was hit in an Israeli air strike on Sunday
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AMMAN (JT) — The 
Jordan Artists Associa-
tion (JAA) and the Royal 
Film Commission (RFC) 
on Sunday announced 
the issuance of a circu-
lar addressed to local, 
Arab and international 
companies working in 
the field of film and 
television production, 
confirming that the 
Syndicate has the au-
thority to issue permits 
for artistic profession, 
in accordance with the 

provisions of the JAA 
Law of 1997.

During a press confer-
ence held at the Osama 
Mashini Theatre, Direc-
tor Mohammed Yousef 
Abadi, head of the JAA, 
revealed that the syn-
dicate’s council has 
been working for about 
two years to coordinate 
with the RFC to issue 
this circular, stressing 
the joint efforts of the 
syndicate and the com-
mission to promote Jor-

dan’s cultural and ar-
tistic endeavours.

He explained that 
the revenues generated 
by the permits to prac-
tice the profession will 
contribute to the syndi-
cate’s funds, especially 
those earmarked for 
health insurance and 
retirement benefits for 
Jordanian artists who 
are members of the syn-
dicate, according to the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra.

By Maria Weldali

AMMAN — UNICEF 
Jordan is inspiring a 
young Jordanian to 
take significant steps 
toward a more sustain-
able world with her in-
novative eco-friendly 
toy project.

This initiative aims 
to provide children 
with smart and sus-
tainable fun.

Rahaf Abu Mayyaleh, 
a 21-year-old com-
munity youth activ-
ist and climate leader, 
embarked on her cli-
mate action journey 
approximately three 
years ago. Her dedica-
tion has led to numer-
ous accomplishments 
in the field.

Having worked as a 
child health coach for 
nearly four years, Abu 
Mayyaleh recognised 
a community need for 
children’s toys that not 
only promote cognitive 
development but are 
also crafted from care-
fully selected materi-
als to minimise their 
environmental impact.

In early 2023, Abu 
Mayyaleh launched her 
project, “4Health Edu”, 
a fully Jordanian eco-
conscious toy brand.

The project’s motto 
is to bring joy and 
creativity to children 
while prioritising eco-
friendly materials.

Taking an environ-
mentally conscious ap-
proach, the “4Health 
Edu” products current-
ly in development are 
made from sustain-
able materials. They 

are designed to be 
both durable and safe 
for children and the 
environment, as Abu 
Mayyaleh explained in 
an interview with The 
Jordan Times.

Abu Mayyaleh em-
phasised that the toy 
industry presents an 
opportunity to combat 
climate change, not-
ing that this industry 
contributes to envi-
ronmental issues and 
exacerbates climate 
change due to its heavy 

reliance on plastic ma-
terials and single-use 
products.

“As young people, we 
do not wait for govern-
ments to act or find 
solutions to climate-
related problems,” Abu 
Mayyaleh asserted. 

“Instead, we strive 
to effect necessary 
changes.”

Since joining 
UNICEF’s Sawn pro-
gramme, Abu Mayyaleh 
has utilised her skills 
to empower youth in 
the Balqa region.

She advocates for 
environmental aware-
ness, garners support 
for environmental 
causes and contributes 
to policies aimed at re-
ducing environmental 
impact, according to 
a UNICEF statement 
shared with The Jor-
dan Times.

“Sawn”, translat-
ing to “Preservation” 
in English, is a youth-
led climate action ini-
tiative in partnership 
with the Ministry of 
Environment, Ministry 
of Youth, and Genera-
tions For Peace.

The programme aims 
to equip youth from 
all governorates in 
the Kingdom with the 
skills to lead climate 
action and advocate 
for a more sustainable 
future.

Abu Mayyaleh has 
also founded an inno-
vative environmental 
project called “E-Waste 
Bank” in Ash-Shunah 
Al Janubiyah, to reduce 
waste accumulation 
and toxic emissions.

AMMAN (JT) — Public 
Security Directorate 
(PSD) Director Maj. 
Gen. Obaidallah Maay-
tah on Sunday met 
German Ambassador 
to Jordan Bertram von 
Moltke, with the dis-
cussions focusing on 
strengthening police 
cooperation between 
the two countries, 
particularly in the ar-
eas of capacity build-

ing, improving secu-
rity and humanitarian 
services, and exchang-
ing expertise, technol-
ogy and modern polic-
ing method.

On the sidelines of 
the meeting, Maaytah 
witnessed the hand-
ing over of 6 vehicles 
offered by the German 
government and the 
Federal Police leader-
ship to the PSD, ac-

cording to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra.

These vehicles are 

equipped with the lat-
est technologies in re-
lation to working with 
crime scene units in 
the forensic labora-
tories and evidence 
department.

Maaytah expressed 
gratitude to the Ger-
man government for 
its support in com-
bating crime and en-
hancing security and 
peace.

The German am-
bassador highlighted 
Jordan’s key role in 
maintaining regional 
security and stability. 
He stressed his coun-
try’s commitment to 
deepening cooperation 
with the PSD, support-
ing its efforts through 
c a p a c i t y - bu i l d i n g 
training programmes 
and providing modern 
technical equipment.

AMMAN (JT) — The Pal-
estine Children’s Relief 
Fund (PCRF) on Sunday 
announced the formation 
of a new Technical Advi-
sory Board, chaired by 
HH Princess Dina Mired.

The board comprises 
experts from various 
sectors, including health 
and humanitarian aid, 
PCRF said.

The new board was 
launched at a recent 
meeting of the associa-
tion in Amman, which 
was attended by around 
200 members from the 
charity, medical and 
Jordanian business sec-
tors, as well as some 
representatives from 
supporting and donor 
organisations.

 The PCRF, which pro-
vides free medical care 
each year to thousands 
of children in occu-
pied Palestine who have 
no access to the local 
healthcare system,  has 
provided over the past 
four months humanitar-
ian and medical aid to 
children in Gaza worth 
more than JD17 mil-

lion, according to Viv-
ian Khalef, the PCRF 
chairperson. 

Since its inception, 
the fund has provided 

medical care to approxi-
mately 2,000 Palestinian 
children outside of Oc-
cupied Palestine and hu-
manitarian assistance to 

some 130,000 people, she 
added. 

The PCRF has had a 
crucial role in strength-
ening the healthcare in-

frastructure in Palestine, 
establishing pediatric 
cancer wards, as well as 
intensive care and cardi-
ology units in Ramallah.

By Saeb Rawashdeh

AMMAN — Traditional-
ly, archaeological teams 
would go to the site, ex-
cavate, collect artefacts, 
analyse them and pre-
pare reports that would 
be published in schol-
arly papers, journals and 
books. The involvement 
of the local community 
within the work of Jor-
danian and international 
archaeologists and their 
teams was minimal. 

However, this ap-
proach has been recently 
challenged by the meth-
od that includes the local 
communities as a more 
active factor in archaeo-
logical projects. The ob-
jective of “community 
archaeology” has been to 
bridge the gap between 
scholars and the general 
public.

Due to a top-down ap-
proach by the govern-
ment, the tourist sites 
often do not involve the 
local community enough. 
The Department of An-
tiquities (DoA) is more 
focused on the excava-
tion, restoration and 
preservation of the ar-
chaeological sites and 
less on the education of 
the local community and 
raising awareness about 
the significance of site 
protection.

“The DoA dedicated 
fewer people, lesser time 
and money to public 
awareness, and its pro-
vision has been highly 
specialist in terms of the 
level of knowledge re-
quired for engagement, 

with interpretation that 
could only be appreciat-
ed by the interested and 
the well-educated par-
ties,” said Arwa Badran, 
an archaeologist and a 
museum specialist. 

Interpretation of sites 
and heritage has been 
neglected for a long time, 
however, we can witness 
that such an old fash-
ioned approach has been 
changing. Educational 
institutions, like elemen-
tary and high schools, 
can play a vital role in 
the process of engaging.

“Disconnection be-
tween the public and 
their heritage, and their 
lack of awareness of its 
importance, when cou-
pled with poverty and 
unemployment, has led 
to the plundering of sites 
and selling artefacts for 
income,” Badran said, 

adding that the DoA 
has taken bold steps to 
combat this, previously 
working directly with 
looters and antiquities 
dealers to purchase and 
document stolen arte-
facts for public benefit, 
but more needs to be 
done. 

In order to minimise 
the number of looters, 
gold diggers and van-
dals, the DoA and the ar-
chaeological teams have 
to involve the local com-
munity as stewards of 
the sites. The aim of the 
educational campaign 
should explain the ben-
efits of the archaeologi-
cal site for the local com-
munities that are living 
nearby.

The education cam-
paign is not limited to 
just the schools.

“Using heritage as an 

educational resource is 
valuable for children’s 
learning about the past. 
Site visits are a chance 
to explore landscapes, 
structures, and even 
smells, sounds and col-
ours, all of which provide 
a sense of scale and help 
trigger children’s curios-
ity,” Badran said, adding 
that such an experience 
puts “the evidence of the 
past into context”. 

The objects displayed 
in museums, on the other 
hand, provide evidence 
for enquiry-based learn-
ing about form, texture 
and construction, en-
couraging children to 
draw conclusions about 
how items were made 
and used and their con-
text, Badran continued, 
adding that they can also 
be used to create sensory 
experiences and stories, 

both of which are effec-
tive for children’s critical 
thinking and connecting 
with the past.

Talking about objects, 
Badran said that they 
are important for engag-
ing children in the study 
of the past itself, in the 
process of evaluating 
material evidence, to ex-
plain, interpret and con-
struct narratives. 

“The use of such 
physical environments 
to engage the mind in 
questioning and making 
inferences is attested by 
many scholars through 
time, from the ancient 
Greek philosopher Ar-
istotle, through medi-
aeval Islamic philoso-
phers, such as Abu ‘Ali 
Al Husayn Ibn Sina [also 
known as Avicenna], to 
late modern and con-
temporary western edu-
cational theorists like 
John Dewey and Jean 
Piaget,” the archaeologist 
underlined.

Other scholars, in their 
objection to single state 
narratives, began calling 
for exposure to multiple 
resources or narratives 
to encourage children’s 
independent thinking 
and an appreciation of 
human diversity and 
contribution. 

“This could be traced to 
the first half of the twen-
tieth century in the writ-
ings of Grahame Clarke, 
as well as in the Arab 
region by the Egyptian 
scholar Taha Husayn and 
the Iraqi novelist Dhu 
Al Nun Ayyub,” Badran 
concluded.
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The Jordan Artists Association (JAA) says it has the authority to issue permits for artistic 

profession, in accordance with the provisions of the JAA Law of 1997

The fund has provided medical care to approximately 2,000 Palestinian children outside 
of Occupied Palestine and humanitarian assistance to some 130,000 people

HERITAGE EDUCATION

COOPERATION

Photo by Saeb Rawashdeh

Activity involving students of Madaba schoolchildren

Petra photo

Public Security Directorate receives 6 forensic vehicles for crime scene investigation offered by 

the German government and the Federal Police leadership
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TIES

Fayez conveys King’s message to Kuwait Emir
AMMAN (JT) — Senate 
President Faisal Fayez 
on Sunday conveyed a 
verbal message from 
His Majesty King Ab-
dullah to Kuwait Emir 
Sheikh Meshal Al Ah-
mad Al Jaber Al Sabah. 

The message under-
scored the deep-rooted 
and robust relations 
between Jordan and 
Kuwait, and the com-
mitment to further 
strengthen these ties 
across various sec-
tors, as reported by the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra.

In his message, the 
King expressed his grat-
itude towards Sheikh 
Mishal and acknowl-
edged Kuwait’s sup-
portive stance towards 
Jordan. He also empha-
sised the importance of 
ongoing coordination 
and consultation on 
diverse Arab and re-
gional matters, with the 
aim of bolstering Arab 
and Islamic unity and 
collaboration.

Sheikh Mishal ex-

pressed his apprecia-
tion and respect for the 
King and affirmed the 

solid relations between 
the two nations and the 
alignment of their per-

spectives on numerous 
issues of mutual inter-
est, including the Pales-

tinian cause.
Sheikh Mishal also 

lauded the King's ef-

forts to cease the Israeli 
aggression on Gaza. He 
also praised the King’s 

initiatives to rally in-
ternational efforts to-
wards establishing a 
political framework 
that leads to a fair and 
comprehensive resolu-
tion of the Palestinian 
issue that ensures the 
legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people to 
establish their inde-
pendent and sovereign 
state, along the lines 
of June 4, 1967. He also 
commended His Maj-
esty's humanitarian aid 
efforts for the people in 
Gaza.

Also on Sunday Fayez 
met with Kuwaiti 
Prime Minister of Ku-
wait Sheikh Moham-
med Sabah Al Salem Al 
Sabah. During the meet-
ing,  emphasised the 
historical depth of the 
relations between Jor-
dan and Kuwait, which 
are founded on mutual 
respect and serve the 
interests of both na-
tions and the just caus-
es of the Arab world. 

Fayez also expressed 
his appreciation for 

Kuwait’s supportive 
positions towards Jor-
dan and reiterated 
Jordan’s unwavering 
commitment to en-
hancing relations with 
Kuwait across vari-
ous domains. He also 
discussed the current 
regional situation and 
its implications for 
Jordan.

Sheikh Mohammed  
expressed his apprecia-
tion for the close rela-
tions that exist between 
Kuwait and Jordan. He 
also pointed out Ku-
wait’s keenness to sup-
port Jordan in all fields 
and to enhance bilat-
eral cooperation for the 
benefit of the people 
and the two countries.

The meeting also ex-
plored avenues to boost 
bilateral cooperation in 
diverse fields, including 
economic, investment, 
cultural, and educa-
tional sectors. The goal 
is to fortify mutual col-
laboration and deepen 
the close ties between 
the two countries.

  Petra photo

Senate President Faisal Fayez on Sunday conveys a verbal message from His Majesty King Abdullah to Kuwait Emir Sheikh Meshal Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah

Speakers of Lower House, UAE Federal 
National Council discuss ties, war on Gaza
AMMAN (JT) — Lower 
House Speaker Ahmed 
Safadi and UAE Fed-
eral National Council 
Speaker Saqr Ghobash 
on Sunday emphasised 
the need to end the war 
against Gaza and push 
towards a two-state so-
lution for the benefit of 
the Palestinian people, 
including their right to 
an independent state of 
their own.  

During the meeting, 
the two sides affirmed 
the "deep-rooted" rela-
tions between Jordan 
and the UAE and high-
lighted the high level of 
coordination to serve 
the interests of both na-
tions, according to the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra.  

They also empha-
sised the importance of 
Hashemite Custodian-
ship over Islamic and 
Christian holy sites in 
Jerusalem as central 
to the preservation of 
the city's identity and 
heritage.

In press remarks fol-
lowing the talks, Safadi 
said that Jordan and the 

UAE see eye to eye on 
defending the Palestin-
ians and advocating for 
the cessation of war on 
Gaza and the delivery of 
urgent aid to its people.

 He also praised the 

UAE's support to Jordan 
in various fields, high-
lighting the inseparable 
security and stability of 
the two nations, accord-
ing to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra.

Ghobash praised the 
efforts led by His Maj-
esty King Abdullah to 
clarify the realities in 
Gaza and the Palestinian 
territories. 

He also emphasised 

the pivotal role of the 
Hashemite Custodian-
ship in protecting Je-
rusalem's holy sites de-
spite the political and 
economic challenges 
facing Jordan.
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Lower House Speaker Ahmed Safadi and UAE Federal National Council Speaker Saqr Ghobash on Sunday emphasis the need to 

end the war against Gaza and push towards a two-state solution for the benefit of the Palestinian people

HUMAN RIGHTS

Foreign minister leads delegation presenting 
oral argument on Israeli violations to ICJ 
AMMAN (JT) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ayman Sa-
fadi will lead on Thursday 
the Jordanian delegation 
presenting the oral argu-
ments of Jordan before 
the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) in The Hague 
on Israeli practices af-
fecting the human rights 
of the Palestinian people 
in the occupied Palestin-
ian territories, including 
East Jerusalem.

The oral argument is 
related to the advisory 
opinion requested by the 
United Nations General 
Assembly under Resolu-
tion No. 247/77, issued on 
December 30, 2022.

Foreign Ministry 
Spokesperson Sufian 
Qudah said that the Jor-
danian delegation in-
cludes, Safadi, Justice 
Minister Ahmed Ziadat 
and the legal team con-
tracted by the Kingdom 
for this purpose, the Jor-
dan News Agency, Petra, 
reported.

Qudah emphasised 
that Jordan had submit-
ted a written opinion of 
trail before ICJ on July 
24, 2023, in which Jordan 

affirmed absolute sup-
port for the Palestinians' 
right to determine their 
destiny, and establish 
their independent and 
sovereign state on the 
pre-1967 borders with oc-
cupied Jerusalem as its 
capital.

Jordan's move is line 
with the Arab Peace In-
titaive, relevant UN reso-
lutions, and on the basis 
of the two-state solution, 
which represents the only 
formula to achieve a just, 
lasting, and comprehen-
sive peace, he said.

 Qudah also noted that 
Jordanian written plea 
underlines the need for 
Israel to respect the his-

torical and legal status of 
Jerusalem and its Islamic 
and Christian holy sites, 
for which Jordan bears 
great responsibility under 
its historical Hashemite 
custodianship.

Qudah said that this 
is not the first time Jor-
dan defends Palestinians 
before The Hague-based 
court. "In 2004, Jordan 
presented its argument 
before the court concern-
ing the advisory opinion 
requested by the UN Gen-
eral Assembly on the legal 
consequences of the con-
struction of the separa-
tion wall in the occupied 
Palestinian territories, in-
cluding East Jerusalem". 

Ayman Safadi

CRIME

Cassation Court upholds over 4 
years in prison for drug dealer 

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN — The Court 
of Cassation has up-
held a January 2023 
State Security Court 
(SSC) ruling, sentenc-
ing a drug dealer to 
four years in prison for 
possessing five Capta-
gon pills in Amman in 
July 2022.

The court declared 
the defendant guilty of 
selling the illegal pills 
to an undercover agent 
in the Marka neigh-
bourhood on July 12.

The SSC handed the 
defendant a five-year 
prison term for the of-
fence of possessing 
illegal narcotics and 
ordered him to pay 
JD5,000 in fines.

However, the court 
reduced the prison 
term to four years and 
the fine to JD4,000 to 
give the defendant a 
second chance in life.

Court documents 
said the Anti-Narcot-
ics Department (AND) 
learnt the defendant 
was in possession of 
illegal narcotics and 
sent one of its agents 
to pose as a buyer.

“The AND agent got 

in touch with the de-
fendant and asked him 
for five Captagon pills 
in return for JD10,” 
court documents said.

When the two met, 
AND agents imme-
diately arrested the 
suspect, court papers 
added.

The defendant con-
fessed to possessing 
the illegal pills to sell 
in the local market, 
court papers said. 

The defendant con-
tested the SSC’s ruling 
through his lawyer, 
who argued that the 
court “did not provide 
solid evidence to impli-
cate his client”.

Meanwhile, the SSC 
prosecution office 

asked the higher court 
to uphold the sentence 
and the fine imposed 
on the defendant.

The higher court 
maintained that the 
SSC had followed the 
proper procedures in 
issuing the sentences 
against the defendant.

“It was clear to the 
court that the defend-
ant confessed willingly 
to possessing the ille-
gal drugs to sell in the 
local market,” the high-
er court said.

The Court of Cassa-
tion judges presiding 
were Yassin Abdullat, 
Nayef Samarat, Ham-
mad Ghzawi, Qassem 
Dughmi and Moham-
mad Khashashneh.

SECURITY

Army says five drug smugglers killed on border with Syria
AMMAN (JT) — The Jor-
dan Armed Forces-Arab 
Army (JAF) said border 
guards stationed on the 
eastern borders with 
Syria foiled an attempt 
to "large" quantities of 
narcotics into the King-
dom.

 JAF source said that 
Eastern Military Zone 
personnel applied rules 
of engagement with 
smugglers and killed 
five of them and injured 
four others in the opera-
tion at dawn on Sunday, 
the Jordan News Agen-
cy, Petra, reported.

The source said that 
large quantities of il-
licit drugs were seized 
and handed over to the 
relevant authorities.

The army source reaf-
firmed JAF's resolve to 
deal with firmness with 
any threat to Jordan's 
national security.

The army has re-
ported several drug 
smuggling attempts on 
the Kingdom's north-
eastern borders with 
conflict-torn Syria, with 
JAF reported some in-
cidents of smugglers 
opening fire at border 
guards in an attempt to 
enter the Kingdom "by 
force".

The army unveiled 
the largest operation in 

January 2022 when it 
announced that it had 
killed 27 infiltrators as 
they tried to smuggle 
“large amounts” of nar-
cotics from Syria into 
the Kingdom. The army 
said that the operation 
in late January came af-
ter the directives of the 
JAF chairman to change 
the rules of engagement. 

According to JAF 

figures, a total of 194 
smuggling and infiltra-
tion attempts have been 
recorded during the 
January-August period 
of 2023.

The army said that 
border guards on the 
north-eastern border 
with Syria have also 
dealt with 88 smuggling 
attempts using drones 
that carried narcotics 

and explosives.
In 2022, the army said 

that it dealt with 383 
smuggling and infiltra-
tion attempts that also 
resulted in the seizure 
of large quantities of 
narcotics and weapons.

JAF said that 361 
smuggling attempts 
from Syria were foiled 
and about 15.5 mil-
lion narcotic pills were 

seized in 2021.
In the previous year, 

more than 130 smug-
gling attempts from 
Syria in 2020 were foiled 
and about 132 million 
amphetamine pills and 
15,000 sheets of hash-
ish seized, it said.

During a landmark 
meeting in Amman 
on May 1, 2023, Syria 
agreed to take effec-
tive measures towards 
curbing drug traffick-
ing across its southern 
borders with Jordan. 

The pledge came at a 
meeting in Amman of 
foreign ministers from 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
Iraq and Jordan, also 
attended by Syrian For-
eign Minister Faisal 
Mekdad. 

Jordan, which shares 
a 378 kilometre-long 
border with Syria, has 
been warning of flour-
ishing drugs trade in 
the northern neighbour, 
posing cross-border 
threats to the kingdom, 
the region, and the rest 
of the world.

According to stud-
ies conducted by inter-
national think tanks, 
Syria has transformed 
into the world's fore-
most narco-state, espe-
cially in manufacturing 
Captagon. 
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Above, Jordanian army soldiers patrol along the border with Syria to prevent trafficking on Feb-

ruary 17, 2022
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Spain conservative leader in 
dock as Galicia holds election
MADRID (AFP) — 
Spain’s north-western 
Galicia region votes on 
Sunday in a tight elec-
tion that could see the 
country’s opposition 
conservative party lose 
control of its tradition-
al stronghold in a blow 
for its leader.

The Popular Party 
(PP) has governed Gali-
cia since 2009, winning 
majorities in each of 
the last four elections 
under Alberto Nunez 
Feijoo who in 2022 
left the rural region of 
some 2.7 million resi-
dents to become na-
tional party leader.

The first opinion 
polls published in 
January suggested 
the PP was on track 
for another victory 
but the race has since 
tightened with surveys 
suggesting the party 
could lose its absolute 
majority in the 75-seat 
regional parliament.

That would open the 
door to a coalition be-
tween the surging left-
wing nationalist BNG 
Party and Prime Min-
ister Pedro Sanchez’s 
Socialists, which gov-
ern nationally in a mi-
nority coalition that 
relies on smaller re-
gional parties to pass 
legislation.

The election comes 
with Feijoo under fire 
after he announced 
last weekend he was 
in favour of granting 
a conditional pardon 
to the former Catalan 
president Carles Puig-
demont over his role in 
the region’s failed 2017 
independence push.

He had even studied 
“for 24 hours” an am-
nesty for separatists 
before ruling it out.

Yet, under his lead-
ership, the PP has 
consistently blasted 
Sanchez for offering 
an amnesty to Puigde-
mont and hundreds of 
other Catalan separa-
tists in exchange for 
parliamentary support 
from two Catalan sep-
aratist groups to form 
a new government fol-
lowing July’s inconclu-
sive national elections.

Feijoo has repeatedly 
called the controver-
sial amnesty — which 
still must be approved 

by parliament — a “hu-
miliation” and the PP 
has staged large dem-
onstrations against it.

The apparent U-turn 
has upset members of 
his party and left him 
open to accusations of 
hypocrisy.

“In the morning he 
negotiates a rally and 
pardons and in the af-
ternoon, he protests 
against the separa-
tists,” Sanchez said on 
Thursday at a cam-
paign rally in Galicia.

Polls will close at 
8:00pm (19:00 GMT), 
with official results 
expected several hours 
later.

‘Political end’ 

If the PP loses its ab-
solute majority in Gali-
cia, Feijoo’s hold on the 
party will weaken.

It already took a hit 
after the PP won the 
most seats in Spain’s 
July election only for 
Feijoo to fail to cobble 
together a working ma-
jority in parliament to 
form a government.

That gave Sanchez 
a lifeline to stay on 
despite his Social-
ists having finished 
second.

The result of the 
election “could means 
the political end of 
Feijoo, because there is 
nothing more painful 
than losing when you 
are playing at home”, 
Jose Pablo Ferrandiz, a 
director at pollster Ip-
sos, told daily newspa-
per La Vanguardia.

The PP has governed 
Galicia for 36 of the 
42 years it has existed 
under Spain’s post-
dictatorship system of 
autonomous regional 
governments.

The region located 
above Portugal is one 
of Spain’s most con-
servative. It was the 
birthplace of long-time 
dictator Francisco 
Franco and his right-
hand man Manuel Fra-
ga, as well former PP 
Prime Minister Mari-
ano Rajoy.

Feijoo has warned 
that a victory for the 
BNG would bring the 
“social rupture” seen 
in Catalonia, which is 
governed by separatist 
parties, to Galicia.

“Don’t let nation-
alism come to this 
land, there is no terri-
tory where it has gone 
well,” he said during a 
final campaign rally on 
Friday.

The BNG, led by Ana 
Ponton, has made lan-
guage a key issue, cam-
paigning on promises 
to boost the use of the 
regional Galician lan-
guage in public educa-
tion and civil service.
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A voter casts a ballot in Pontevedra, on Sunday during the 

regional elections in Galicia. Spain’s northwestern Galicia 

region votes Sunday in a tight election that could see the 

country’s opposition conservative party lose control of its 

traditional stronghold in a blow for its leader

RELEASE

Thai ex-PM Thaksin returns home from police hospital
BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Former Thai Prime Min-
ister Thaksin Shina-
watra arrived back at 
his Bangkok home from 
police hospital early 
Sunday, just six months 
after his dramatic return 
to the kingdom from 15 
years of self-imposed ex-
ile.

The controversial bil-
lionaire, twice elected 
premier and ousted in a 
2006 military coup, was 
jailed for eight years on 
graft and abuse-of-pow-
er charges upon his re-
turn in August.

But his sentence was 
cut to one year by King 
Maha Vajiralongkorn 
within days of his return 
and the government said 
last week the 74-year-old 
was eligible for early re-
lease because of his age 
and health. 

Thaksin — wearing a 
neck brace and sitting 
next to his daughters Pa-
etongtarn and Pintongta 
— was driven away Sun-
day from the police hos-
pital in central Bangkok 
where he has spent the 
last half year. 

A handful of people 
protesting his release 
had gathered in front of 
the hospital.

The car then drove to 
Thaksin’s home, where 
a welcome-home banner 
was tied across the gates. 

The exact details of his 
release are not clear, but 
Thaksin may be subject 

to monitoring — possi-
bly with an ankle tag — 
and restrictions on his 
right to travel. 

The former Manches-
ter City owner’s arrival 
in Thailand came on the 
same day his Pheu Thai 
party returned to gov-
ernment in alliance with 
pro-military parties, 
leading many to con-
clude that a backroom 
deal had been struck to 
cut his jail time.

The rumours grew 

stronger when he was 
transferred to a police 
hospital within hours of 
being sentenced because 
of his poor health.

He was reportedly suf-
fering from chest tight-
ness and high blood 
pressure when he was 
admitted to hospital, 
and his family have said 
he underwent two op-
erations in the following 
months.

The government has 
denied any deal and 

Prime Minister Srettha 
Thavisin, of the Pheu 
Thai party, has insisted 
“he already served his 
jail time” — although it 
is not clear that Thaksin 
has spent any time in a 
prison cell.

Power tussle 

The former telecoms ty-
coon is one of the most 
influential but divisive 
figures in modern Thai 
history.

Thaksin is loved by 
millions of rural Thais 
for his populist policies 
in the early 2000s but 
has long been opposed 
by the country’s royal-
ist and pro-military 
establishment.

The tussle for domi-
nance between the es-
tablishment and Thak-
sin and his allies has 
largely defined Thai pol-
itics over the past two 
decades.

Police laid lese-majeste 

charges against him last 
week over comments 
he made in South Korea 
almost a decade ago, 
although it is not clear 
whether prosecutors will 
take the case to court.

His critics suspected 
him of pulling strings in 
the kingdom even from 
exile, which he spent 
mostly in Dubai before 
his return.

Thaksin’s sister 
Yingluck Shinawatra 
was elected prime min-
ister for Pheu Thai in 
2011, only to be ousted 
in a coup herself in 2014.

His daughter Paetong-
tarn Shinawatra, now 
the party’s chief, was 
one of the leading faces 
in its campaign for last 
year’s general election 
and has been tipped as 
a possible future prime 
minister.

The election last May 
marked the first time in 
more than 20 years that 
a Thaksin-linked party 
failed to win the most 
seats in parliament.

Pheu Thai was beaten 
into second place by 
the upstart progressive 
Move Forward Party 
(MFP). But pro-estab-
lishment forces in the 
senate blocked MFP’s 
leader Pita Limjaroenrat 
from becoming prime 
minister, and Pheu 
Thai’s deal with mili-
tary-linked parties then 
shut the newcomers out 
of government.
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Members of the media gather outside the family compound of Thailand’s former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra following 

his release from a police hospital in Bangkok on Sunday

VOTE

DOHA (AFP) — Nation-
al and regional special 
envoys to Afghanistan 
convened in Doha Sun-
day in the second UN 
meeting of its kind 
in less than a year, 
though it remained 
unclear whether Tali-
ban authorities would 
join the closed-session 
event.

The two-day meet-
ing, hosted by the UN 
secretary-general, was 
due to discuss increas-
ing engagement with 
Afghanistan and a 
more coordinated re-
sponse to the Central 
Asian nation.

In the aftermath of 
the Taliban’s return to 
power in Afghanistan 
in 2021, the interna-
tional community has 
wrestled with its ap-
proach to the country’s 
new rulers.

Into the first day 
of the convention in 
gas-rich Qatar, which 
hosted the Taliban dur-
ing years of peace talks 
with the United States, 
the Kabul government’s 
participation remained 
unclear.

Though the Afghan 
foreign ministry did 
not immediately re-
spond to requests for 
comment on plans to 
attend, the secretary-

general of the Norwe-
gian Refugee Council 
wrote on X, formerly 
Twitter, it was “dis-
appointing that the 
Taliban declined to at-
tend the special envoy 
meeting”.

“We urge all sides to 
do more to hammer out 
deals that can benefit 
the long suffering Af-
ghan people,” Jan Ege-
land said.

The UN had extend-
ed an invitation to the 
Taliban authorities to 
participate, following 
their exclusion from 
the first meeting in 
May.

‘Gender apartheid’

Organisers pushed to 
include voices from 
civil society inside and 
outside Afghanistan 
including women and 
from the media and 
businesses at the Doha 
convention.

A senior diplomatic 
source told AFP ahead 
of the meeting the Tali-
ban government had 
said it would only at-
tend as sole represent-
ative of Afghanistan at 
the convention -- ex-
cluding civil society 
representatives.

A second demand 
was that the Taliban 

government delegation 
meet with the UN sec-
retary-general and be 
given an opportunity 
to present its position, 
the source said on con-
dition of anonymity 
because of the sensi-
tivity of discussions.

On Saturday Tali-
ban authorities said 
they had reiterated 
their conditions to the 
United Nations, em-
phasising that their 
participation in the 
UN-convened talks 
would be “unbenefi-
cial” if those condi-
tions were not met.

The Taliban’s govern-

ment in Kabul has not 
been officially recog-
nised by any other gov-
ernment since it took 
power and the admin-
istration has imposed 
a strict interpretation 
of Islam, with women 
subjected to laws char-
acterised by the UN as 
“gender apartheid”.

Many governments, 
international organi-
sations and aid agen-
cies cut off or severely 
scaled back their fund-
ing for Afghanistan 
in response — caus-
ing a serious knock to 
the already struggling 
economy.

‘Inclusive meetings’

The meeting in Qatar 
will also consider the 
recommendations of 
a UN independent as-
sessment on Afghani-
stan, which has sug-
gested recognition of 
the Taliban authorities 
be tied to the removal 
of restraints on wom-
en’s rights and access 
to education.

The assessment, 
backed by Western 
nations, also recom-
mends the appoint-
ment of a UN special 
envoy, which the Tali-
ban government has 
also rejected.

UN special rappor-
teur on human rights 
in Afghanistan Richard 
Bennett said he hoped 
the meeting in Doha 
“leads to a series of 
meaningful and inclu-
sive meetings among 
key stakeholders” that 
would “prioritise dis-
cussions about human 
rights, particularly 
women’s rights”.

Ahead of the gather-
ing in Doha, EU special 
envoy for Afghanistan, 
said the meeting of-
fered a “significant 
opportunity... to hold 
meaningful discus-
sions” and “engage on a 
way forward... in a UN-
led process”.

The UN’s Work-
ing Group on Women, 
Peace and Security 
said the meeting in 
Doha “offers an impor-
tant opportunity for 
the UN, the Security 
Council and the inter-
national community to 
reaffirm that the rights 
of Afghan women are 
not negotiable”.

“Respect for wom-
en’s rights must be a 
core objective of the 
international commu-
nity’s engagement on 
Afghanistan, and a pri-
ority agenda item for 
discussions in Doha,” it 
added in a statement.
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An Afghan women along with a girl collect water from the Kokcha River in Fayzabad of Badakhshan province on Thursday

Afghanistan special envoys meet in Doha

TRIP

LONDON (AFP) — For-
eign Minister David 
Cameron is to visit the 
Falklands Islands, over 
which the UK fought 
a war with Argentina 
in 1982, where he will 
stress London’s com-
mitment to its right to 
self-determination, his 
office said on Sunday.

Cameron will visit 
the South Atlantic ar-
chipelago during the 
first leg of his trip to 
South America and 
New York, the first visit 
of a UK Cabinet minis-
ter to the islands since 
then defence secretary 
Michael Fallon in 2016.

It comes amid the 
rise to power of maver-
ick Argentine President 
Javier Milei, who has 
said he hopes to recov-
er the islands diplo-
matically, although UK 
Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak has rejected the 
idea.

Cameron will meet 
Falkland islanders “and 
see their work to build 
a thriving community 
and protect their natu-
ral environment”, said 
the Foreign Office, but 
did not specify a date.

“He will reiterate the 
UK’s commitment to 
uphold the islanders’ 

right of self-determi-
nation,” it added.

Argentina claims it 
inherited the wind-
swept islands from 
Spain when it gained 
independence while 
Britain says it has his-
torically ruled them 
and that the islanders 
should have the right 
to self-determination.

Falkland islanders 
voted 99.8 per cent in 
favour of remaining 
British during a 2013 
referendum.

Cameron said that 
the islands “are a val-
ued part of the British 
family, and we are clear 
that as long as they 
want to remain part of 
the family, the issue of 
sovereignty will not be 
up for discussion”.

“The Falkland is-
landers should be 
proud of the modern, 
prosperous communi-
ty they have built,” he 
added.

Cameron will honour 
British service per-
sonnel who lost their 
lives during the 1982 
conflict.

The war claimed the 
lives of 649 Argentine 
soldiers, 255 Brit-
ish soldiers and three 
islanders.

UK’s Cameron 
to visit Falkland 
Islands — gov’t

‘Respect for 

women’s rights 

must be a core 

objective of the 

international 

community’s 

engagement on 

Afghanistan’

‘Don’t let 

nationalism 

come to this 

land, there is no 

territory where it 

has gone well’



DIPLOMACY

Blinken to pay first trips to 
Brazil, Argentina as Lula leads G-20
WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken next 
week pays his first 
official visits to Bra-
zil and Argentina, the 
State Department said, 
as he looks for common 
ground with the Lat-
in American powers’ 
independent-minded 
leaders.

Blinken will hold 
talks in the capitals 
Brasilia and Buenos 
Aires and also take 
part in a Group of 20 
meeting of foreign min-
isters in Rio de Janeiro 
where he could have 
rare in-person interac-
tion with his Russian 
counterpart.

For the globe-trot-
ting top US diplomat, 
it has been a striking 
absence to go more 
than three years into 
his tenure without vis-
iting Brazil, the West-
ern Hemisphere’s most 
populous country after 
the United States.

But Brazil was led 
until early 2023 by far-
right Jair Bolsonaro, 
one of the closest inter-
national allies of Don-
ald Trump.

Leftist Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva returned 
to power last year 
and shortly afterward 
headed to Washington 
for talks with Presi-
dent Joe Biden, with 
the two veteran politi-
cians prioritising ac-
tion on climate change, 
labor rights and demo-
cratic values at home.

Blinken, in the Bra-
zilian-led G-20 meet-
ings, will discuss “in-
creasing peace and 
stability, promoting 
social inclusion, reduc-
ing inequality” as well 
as efforts to support 
violence-wracked Hai-
ti, State Department 
spokesman Matthew 
Miller said in announc-
ing the trip.

But Lula, previous-
ly present from 2003 
through 2010, has a 
strong independent 
streak and has dis-
tanced himself from 
Biden’s push to isolate 
Russia over its inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Bruna Santos, direc-
tor of the Wilson Cen-
tre’s Brazil Institute, 

said the Biden team 
has come to under-
stand from Lula’s first 
year that “they can be 
good friends, allies 
sometimes, but not al-
lies at other times”.

She said that while 
the United States 
has come to under-
stand Brazil’s stance 
on Ukraine, Lula has 
been strikingly silent 
on Venezuela, where 
leftist leader Nicolas 
Maduro’s refusal to al-
low opposition election 
candidates has trig-
gered a snapback of 
some US sanctions.

Beyond the past with 
Bolsonaro, Brazilians 
feel the Biden adminis-
tration has less inter-
est in Latin America, 
especially with its fo-
cus on Ukraine and the 
Middle East, she said.

“There is the sense 
that the relationship 
doesn’t live up to its 
potential and it’s not 
being treated as a pri-
ority,” she said.

Forum for US-Russia? 

Lula has previously 
said that Ukrainian 

President Volodymyr 
Zelensky and Western 
powers bore some re-
sponsibility for the 
war with Russia.

Lula earlier also 
promised Russian 
President Vladimir Pu-
tin, facing an Interna-
tional Criminal Court 
arrest warrant, that 
he would be safe if he 
visited Rio for the G-20 
summit in November, 
although he later back-
tracked and said it 
would be up to Brazil’s 
judiciary.

Putin did not visit 
last year’s G-20 sum-
mit in New Delhi, even 
though India, unlike 
Brazil, is not part of 
the Hague-based court.

At the last G-20 for-
eign ministers’ meet-
ing in New Delhi in 
March 2023, Blinken 
held his only one-on-
one in-person meet-
ing, albeit briefly, with 
Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Lavrov since 
the Ukraine invasion.

The United States 
has argued that Russia 
is not serious about ne-
gotiations but Biden’s 
support for Ukraine 

has been weakened by 
a deadlock in Congress 
on approving new war 
funding, with Trump, 
seeking a comeback, 
musing that Russia is 
destined to win.

Bolsonaro, in a par-
allel to Trump, is facing 
serious legal problems 
with police investigat-
ing whether he and 
his inner circle orches-
trated a coup attempt 
when rioters swarmed 

government buildings 
in Brasilia after Lula’s 
inauguration.

Argentina’s Presi-
dent Javier Milei, who 
took office in Decem-
ber, has also drawn 
parallels to Trump 
with his abrasive style, 
anti-establishment 
comments and calls for 
a war on socialism, and 
the former US presi-
dent congratulated 
him on his win.

The Biden adminis-
tration has nonetheless 
had less reluctance to 
work with Milei than 
Bolsonaro, seeing the 
Argentine leader as 
idiosyncratic but not 
anti-democratic.

Blinken, who has 
made five trips to the 
Middle East since the 
Hamas-Israel war, will 
also find a rare enthu-
siastic backer of Israel 
in the Argentine leader.

Milei visited Israel 
this month on his first 
state visit and has 
promised to move Ar-
gentina’s embassy to 
Jerusalem, a step tak-
en only by the United 
States and four small 
countries.

Pre-election protests in Mexico as 
ex-mayor joins presidential race
MEXICO CITY (AFP) — 
Mexico City ex-mayor 
Claudia Sheinbaum offi-
cially entered the presi-
dential race on Sunday 
amid protests against 
incumbent Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador, 
whom she hopes to re-
place as the first-ever 
woman in the post.

Mexico’s electoral 
commission said it had 
received the registration 
of Sheinbaum, a mem-
ber of Lopez Obrador’s 
ruling Morena party 
and the favourite, ac-
cording to polls, to win 
the June 2 vote.

Meanwhile, thou-
sands of Mexicans took 
to the streets of the cap-
ital to demand a “free 
vote” and “defence of 
democracy” as they ac-
cused the government 
of interfering in the 
election campaign even 
before it has officially 
begun.

Dressed in white 
and pink, opponents 
marched on the cen-
tral Zocalo Square 
that houses the seat of 
government.

“Our democracy can-
not be touched,” read a 
banner unfurled on a 
stage where several op-
position leaders deliv-
ered speeches.

Organisers of the pro-
test accuse the govern-
ment of using state re-
sources to shift the vote 
in favour of 61-year-old 
Sheinbaum, who polls 
at about 64 per cent of 

voter intention, and of 
seeking to rein in the 
powers of the electoral 
commission.

“The reforms sent by 
the president [to con-
gress] attack independ-
ent institutions... It is 
necessary to defend 
them,” Jorge Reyes, an 
18-year-old student, 
told AFP of a package of 
proposals that include a 
raise in pensions.

Lopez Obrador has 
slammed the call to pro-
test as a “demonstration 
to defend corruption”.

Two women 

Sheinbaum, a scientist 
by training, is a staunch 
supporter and confi-
dante of Lopez Obrador, 
a leftwing populist who 
enjoys an approval rat-
ing of more than 60 per 
cent but is required by 
the constitution to leave 
office after a single six-
year term.

She was a spokesper-
son for Lopez Obrador 
during his failed 2006 
election bid, and served 
as Mexico City mayor 
from 2018 until ear-
lier this year when she 
stepped down to run for 
president.

Sheinbaum will face 
Xochitl Galvez, an out-
spoken 60-year-old busi-
nesswoman and senator 
with Indigenous roots 
selected to represent an 
opposition coalition, the 
Broad Front for Mexico.

One of the two in all 

likelihood will become 
the first woman presi-
dent of Mexico, a coun-
try with a long tradition 
of machismo.

Sheinbaum, the 
granddaughter of Bul-
garian and Lithuanian 
Jewish immigrants, is 
known for her reserved, 
cautious style and 
has vowed to continue 
Lopez Obrador’s policy 
agenda.

Like the incumbent 
president, she portrays 
herself as a defender of 
the poor, including In-
digenous communities.

The entry of Galvez — 
born to an Indigenous 
Otomi father and mixed-
race mother — has 
shaken up the presiden-
tial race.

Her first name means 
“flower” in the Nahuatl 
Indigenous language, 
and her background 
sets her apart from the 
traditional conservative 
opposition.

She wears Indigenous 
clothing, uses colloqui-
al language peppered 
with swear words and 
is known for travelling 
around Mexico City by 
bicycle.

The opposition coali-
tion is made up of the 
Institutional Revolu-
tionary Party — which 
ruled the country for 
more than 70 years 
until 2000 — the con-
servative National Ac-
tion Party and the leftist 
Party of the Democratic 
Revolution.

UNREST

UN flags dangers of Daesh entrenchment in West Africa
UNITED NATIONS, Unit-
ed States (AFP) — Senior 
UN officials on Sunday 
highlighted deteriorat-
ing security conditions 
in West Africa linked to 
the growing entrench-
ment of the Daesh group 
and its affiliates.

Despite progress in 
combatting the group, it 
“continues to pose a se-
rious threat to interna-
tional peace and secu-
rity,” particularly in the 
“most affected” regions 
of West Africa and the 
Sahel, Vladimir Voronk-
ov, UN under secretary-

general for counterter-
rorism, told the Security 
Council.

“The situation in this 
region has deteriorated 
in [the past six months] 
and is becoming in-
creasingly more com-
plex, with local ethnic 
and regional disputes 
conflating with the 
agenda and operations 
of these groups,” he said.

“Daesh affiliates con-
tinued to operate with 
increasingly more au-
tonomy from the Daesh 
core,” he said.

‘Should this trend of 

greater autonomy per-
sist, the report alerts 
to the risk that a vast 
area of instability may 
emerge from Mali to the 
borders of Nigeria,’ Vo-
ronkov said, referring to 
a new report from Sec-
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres out this week.

The report noted “in-
ternal divisions” within 
Daesh — as indicated 
by last August’s de-
layed announcement of 
the death of leader Abu 
Al Hussein Al Husseini 
Al Qurashi — and the 
possibility of “a shift 

in the centre of gravity 
of the Daesh core away 
from Iraq and the Syr-
ian Arab Republic”.

“Africa and Afghani-
stan were mentioned 
as viable locations” for 
successor Abu Hafs Al 
Hashimi Al Qurashi — 
“with the former report-
edly being more likely,” 
the report said.

“Daesh and its affili-
ates are becoming more 
ingrained in parts of 
the African continent. 
They are exploiting 
the political insta-
bility and expanding 

their radius of influ-
ence, their operations 
and territorial con-
trol in the Sahel with 
growing concerns for 
coastal West Africa,” 
said Natalia Gherman, 
executive director of 
the Counter-Terrorism 
Committee Executive 
Directorate.

“The African con-
tinent now accounts 
for almost half of ter-
rorist acts worldwide, 
with central Sahel ac-
counting for about 25 
per cent of such at-
tacks,” she added.
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Mediator says Gaza truce ‘not promising’ as Israel rejects calls to spare Rafah
Continued from page 1

Israel said on Sat-
urday it detained 100 
people at one of Gaza’s 
main hospitals after 
troops raided the com-
plex, with fears mount-
ing for patients and 
staff trapped inside.

At least 120 patients 
and five medical teams 
are stuck without wa-
ter, food and electricity 
in Nasser Hospital in 
Gaza’s main southern 
city of Khan Yunis, ac-
cording to the Hamas-
run health ministry.

Israel has for weeks 
concentrated its mili-
tary operations in Khan 
Yunis, the hometown of 

Hamas’s Gaza leader 
Yahya Sinwar, the al-
leged architect of the 
October 7 sudden attack 
that triggered the war. 

Intense fighting has 
raged around Nasser 
Hospital — one of the 
territory’s last major 
medical facilities that 
remains operational.

The Israeli military 
said troops entered the 
hospital on Thursday, 
acting on what it said 
was “credible intelli-
gence” that hostages 
had been held there. It 
later acknowledged it 
found no firm evidence 
that they had.

The power was cut 
and the generators 

stopped after the raid, 
leading to the deaths 
of six patients due to a 
lack of oxygen, accord-
ing to Gaza’s health 
ministry.

A witness, who de-
clined to be named for 
safety reasons, told 
AFP the Israeli forces 
had shot “at anyone 
who moved inside the 
hospital”.

 ‘We need food now’ 

In northern Gaza, many 
are so desperate for 
food they are grinding 
up animal feed.

“We’re going to die 
from hunger, not by 
bombs or missiles,” said 

Mohammed Nassar, 50, 
from Jabalia in north-
ern Gaza. 

As a much-needed 
delivery of supplies 
arrived in southern 
Gaza Saturday, the UN 
warned that Gazans are 
close to famine.

Palestinians in Rafah 
have grown so hungry 
that they are stopping 
aid trucks to take what-
ever they can manage, 
according to the UN.

With intense fight-
ing around Khan Yunis, 
even more people are 
fleeing into Rafah, de-
spite the risk of an im-
minent invasion there 
too, according to the UN 
agency for Palestinian 

refugees.
The promised military 

operation has ignited 
speculation that Pales-
tinian refugees could be 
forced into neighbour-
ing Egypt.

After satellite im-
ages appeared to show 
extensive construction 
work along the border, 
an Egyptian human 
rights monitor claimed 
preparations were un-
derway for a camp to 
receive displaced Pal-
estinians in the Sinai 
Peninsula.

Egypt has publicly de-
nied any such plans and 
since the start of the 
war has refused to open 
its border to refugees.

Brazil’s Lula accuses 
Israel of ‘genocide’ in Gaza

Russia trying to attack
 beyond Avdiivka, Ukraine warns

Continued from page 1

But he has since grown 
vocally critical of Isra-
el’s retaliatory military 
campaign.

Lula criticised Western 
countries’ recent deci-
sions to halt aid to the 
UN agency for Palestinian 
refugees, UNRWA, after 
Israel accused some of its 
employees of involvement 
in the October 7 surprise 

attack.
Lula, who met with Pal-

estinian Prime Minister 
Mohammad Shtayyeh on 
Saturday on the sidelines 
of the summit, has said 
Brazil will increase its 
own contribution to the 
agency, and urged other 
countries to do the same.

“When I see the rich 
world announce that it’s 
halting its contributions 
to humanitarian aid for 

the Palestinians, I just 
imagine how big these 
people’s political aware-
ness is and how big the 
spirit of solidarity in their 
hearts is,” Lula said.

“We need to stop being 
small when we need to be 
big.”

He reiterated his call for 
a two-state solution to the 
conflict, with Palestine 
“definitively recognised as 
a full and sovereign state”.

Continued from page 1

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said 
the decision to withdraw 
was taken to save as 
many lives as possible 
among his troops.

Some Ukrainian sol-
diers were captured dur-
ing the hasty retreat, the 
army said, without pro-
viding details.

Russia’s capture of the 
town has raised fears its 
forces could now try to 
advance further into the 
Donetsk region, which it 
claims to have annexed.

In the village of 
Novooleksandrivka some 
30 kilometres  west, local 
Vadym told AFP that, for 

now, he was staying put 
with his wife and child, 
born one week ago.

The 22-year-old said 
shelling by the advanc-
ing Russian forces was 
“constant”.

Around 200 people re-
main, but the attacks had 
not yet pushed him to 
leave with his family.

“I hope it will stop. And 
if it doesn’t stop, we will 
try to leave.”

Kyiv’s newly-installed 
commander-in-chief Ole-
ksandr Syrsky vowed on 
Sunday his forces would 
“eventually return to our 
Ukrainian Avdiivka”.

Concerns are growing 
in Kyiv and the West over 
Ukraine’s ability to thwart 

a renewed Russian offen-
sive without unlocking a 
stalled $60-billion US aid 
package.

US President Joe Bi-
den on Saturday directly 
blamed Congress, where 
political wrangling has 
held up a Ukrainian aid 
bill since last year, for 
Kyiv’s loss of the town.

“Ukraine’s military was 
forced to withdraw from 
Avdiivka after Ukrain-
ian soldiers had to ration 
ammunition due to dwin-
dling supplies as a result 
of congressional inaction, 
resulting in Russia’s first 
notable gain in months,” 
the White House said in a 
readout of a call between 
Biden and Zelensky.

 AFP photo

People take part in the opposition march ‘For our democracy’ called by various organizations 

to demand a ‘free vote’ in the upcoming June 2 presidential election, at the Zocalo Square 

in Mexico City on Sunday

 AFP photo

Indian External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar (left) and US Secretary of State Antony Blinken take part in a panel 

discussion at the Munich Security Conference (MSC) in Munich, southern Germany, on Saturday

‘There is the 

sense that the 

relationship 

doesn’t live up 

to its potential 

and it’s not 

being treated as 

a priority’



I
n a recent report, the World 
Bank has warned that the 
world may be heading to-

wards an economic recession 
due to the disturbances and fi-
nancial crises witnessed in the 
global markets, particularly in 
the economies of emerging mar-
kets and the continuation of the 
central banks in raising the inter-
est rates to reduce inflation. The 
report indicated that the global 
economy has become fragile and 
can no longer withstand any new 
challenges, already suffering 
from severe slowdowns, especial-
ly in the United States, China and 
the Eurozone. The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) report for 
the year 2023 also pointed out 
that the global economic situa-
tion is fraught with risks, with 
uncertainty prevailing worldwide 
due to rising interest rates, infla-
tion rates, as well as political dis-
putes. The report added that the 
global economy is suffering loss-
es due to the failure to address 
many issues, witnessing signifi-
cant impact from global events 
starting from the COVID-19 pan-
demic in 2020 and its humanitar-
ian, health and economic disas-
ters, to Ukraine war in 2022 and 
its consequences on global food 
security, energy supplies and the 
unprecedented rise in global in-
flation rates, as well as the rise in 
interest rates and their negative 
effects on slowing down econom-
ic recovery, and finally, the Gaza 
war in 2023 and the events in the 
Red Sea and their impact on glo-
bal trade, energy markets, and 
the subsequent economic effects 
locally, regionally, and interna-
tionally. The global economy has 
faced numerous challenges, lead-
ing some countries to take meas-
ures to support their economies, 
such as adopting assistance and 
aid programmes, implementing 
financial incentive programmes 
to stimulate the economy, i.e. tax 
cuts, loan financing, supporting 
vital sectors, financing compa-
nies, boosting trade, encouraging 
international investment and re-
ducing tariffs.

The global economy has en-
tered 2024 with uncertainty, in 
addition to the increasing ten-
sion between the world's two 
largest economies -China and the 
United States. The internal dif-
ficulties facing both economies, 
such as local debt crises, rising 

interest rates and inflation, im-
pacted their role in achieving 
global economic recovery. In gen-
eral, the global economy is cur-
rently suffering amidst financial 
sector chaos, international trade 
stagnation and investment de-
cline. The investment climate has 
been affected by the crises that 
have resulted in economic growth 
slowdown, financial and banking 
system failures, with increasing 
global unemployment rate reach-
ing 5.3 per cent, according to the 
International Labour Organisa-
tion. Additionally, countries are 
facing a trade imbalance, with a 
trade drop reaching 18.7 per cent 
($774 billion), which may lead to 
deterioration of local currencies 
and instability in financial mar-
kets. 

The global economy is also 
experiencing widespread slow-
down with uncertainty and ambi-
guity about future trends, leading 
to increased poverty rates and 
social problems. The World Bank 

reports indi-
cated glob-
al growth 
s l o w d o w n 
from 6 per 
cent to 2.9 
per cent in 
2023. Many 
c o u n t r i e s 
have been af-
fected by the 
international 
e c o n o m i c 
recession, with global economic 
growth rates declining from 3.4 
per cent to 2.8 per cent due to 
continued interest rate hikes, 
reaching record levels of 5.5 per 
cent by late 2023. Global trade 
activities have also faced signifi-
cant challenges, with inflation 
rates continuing to rise to 9.1 per 
cent in US market in 2022, how-
ever it declined to 4.5 per cent by 
end of 2023. Supply and demand 
dynamics, global supply chains, 
have also been affected, with in-
creased shipping and logistical 
costs in a turbulent scene that 
does not give promise for inter-
national trade.

On a related note, public debt 
levels have increased for many 
countries, with the global debt-
to-GDP ratio rising to 337 per 
cent due to slowed growth and 
increased prices. The report pro-
vides that global debt has ex-
ceeds $307 trillion, while global 
GDP reached $103 trillion, posing 
significant challenges for coun-
tries in managing their debts and 
securing sustainable borrowing 
in the future. This in turn forced 
credit rating agencies to review 
countries' abilities to repay their 
debts and achieve healthy growth 
rates. The continued state of 
uncertainty has negatively im-
pacted global economic growth 
since 2020, affecting foreign in-
vestment. As per IMF Managing 
Director Kristalina Georgieva, 
foreign investment is now divid-
ed according to geopolitical lines 
not for economic causes. 

This division has led to growth 
slowdowns between non-aligned 
blocs and a decline in global trade 
activities within economic blocs 
from 2.2 per cent to 1.7 per cent, 
and trade volume reduction from 
3 per cent to 1.9 per cent, harm-
ing many economies. However, 
IMF predicts global trade growth 
of 3.5 per cent in 2024, with ad-
vanced economies' imports ris-

ing by 3 per cent and emerging 
economies by 4.4 per cent. On the 
other hand, it is noted that the 
global economy relies on the US 
interest rate pricing policy, as the 
interest rate index in US market 
drives global financial markets 
and monetary policy-making. 
This leads to problems related to 
public debts, increased financing 
costs, and budget deficits, espe-
cially in economies pegged to the 
US dollar. The increased debt will 
exaggerate the economic crises 
and will contribute to the slow-
down of economic growth to 2.4 
per cent in 2024.

Nonetheless, there exist avail-
able solutions to reverse the de-
cline and rescue the global econo-
my. Such solutions depend on the 
nature of the challenges, that in-
cludes enhancing free trade and 
globalisation, financial stimulus 
to achieve monetary stability, 
improving financial transparen-
cy, enhancing economic gover-
nance, accountability, fighting 
corruption, activating monitor-
ing systems, and valuing work-
ers' rights. In addition, investing 
in infrastructure and improving 
education and training to meet 
labour market needs, enhancing 
innovation and entrepreneurship, 
supporting small and medium-
sized enterprises to create new 
jobs, and adopting digital and 
technological transformation are 
essential solutions to rescue the 
economy. Furthermore, adopt-
ing flexible monetary policies to 
promote economic growth, such 
as reducing interest rates, easing 
monetary policy, asset purchases, 
and providing financing to banks 
and companies, is an important 
driver of the economy. Finally, 
international coordination in ad-
dressing the challenges is neces-
sary to improve global economy. 
For example, resolving the war in 
Ukraine which has cost the world 
hundreds of billions, allocating 
aid from major countries to low-
income countries in the form of 
grants and assistance, and the 
IMF and major countries waiving 
the repayment of loans to coun-
tries with reform programs to 
support them in economic reform 
efforts are all realistic solutions 
to rescue the global economy.

Haider Majali is an economic and 
investment expert. haider.majali@gmail.
com
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T
he ongoing conflict in 
Gaza appears to be en-
tering its final stages, 

particularly with the focus 
now centred on Rafah. Day by 
day, the situation intensifies, 
with a gradual operation un-
folding from the north to the 
central regions and towards 
Gaza’s main southern city 
of Khan Yunis. Amidst this, 
over 1.2 million people find 
themselves concentrated in 
the southern part of Gaza.

However, the paramount concern remains: 
How will this war conclude, and what lies ahead 
for the refugees amassed in this area? For Is-
rael, the continuation of the conflict may seem 
imperative, yet, for the international commu-
nity, safeguarding human lives is a top priority. 
Consequently, various political proposals have 
emerged to end the war while urging Israel to 
exercise restraint in military operations to pro-
tect civilian lives in this complex environment.

Efforts to find a political solution face the 
significant challenge of convincing parties like 
Hamas to participate constructively. This re-
quires a complex approach, possibly involving 
individuals with affiliations close to Hamas but 
not within the movement itself.

Furthermore, addressing the potential after-
math of the conflict in Rafah raises concerns 
about managing the humanitarian crisis and 
the welfare of the concentrated population. In-
ternational pressure to find solutions may lead 
to revised priorities and strategies, including 
reconsidering funding for UNRWA and search-
ing for new practical steps.

Simultaneously, Israel must reassure its allies 
and the international community regarding the 
effectiveness of measures taken to safeguard 
civilian lives. As the conflict in Gaza evolves, 
attention is drawn not only to the southern 
borders but also to the north, particularly the 
escalating situation along the Lebanese border.

As the conflict in Gaza persists and the likeli-
hood of preventing an invasion of Rafah dimin-
ishes, priorities have shifted significantly. Dis-
cussions about the necessity of humanitarian 
aid and rescue plans have brought to light the 
complexities of the Palestinian political land-
scape, especially among the deeply fragmented 
situation within Palestinian leadership. Cur-
rently, there is no clear representation for a plan 
towards a technocratic government, and ques-
tions arise regarding the role of the Palestinian 
Authority in such a scenario. Addressing these 
issues poses a formidable challenge in finding 
solutions to the ongoing crisis.

Meanwhile, the situation in Gaza unfolds 
amidst a region seemingly at a standstill. The 
resolution of the conflict in Gaza may serve as a 
catalyst for addressing other conflicts, particu-
larly the longstanding issue between Israel and 
Hizbollah, and the potential application of UN 
Resolution 1701. However, it is evident that Ira-
nian interests oppose any escalation of conflict, 
highlighting the need to prevent Iraqi resistance 
groups from targeting American troops. Recent 
attacks resulting in American casualties have 
prompted a firm response, yet this does not sig-
nify the end of such incidents. Rather, it under-
scores the complexity of Iraq's political land-
scape and its control.

In a broader regional context, the ongoing 
conflict in Gaza has led to the emergence of mul-
tiple fronts, extending from Yemen to Lebanon. 
However, the resolution of these conflicts may 
not hinge solely on the conclusion of the war in 
Gaza. Instead, the war has brought to the sur-
face a multitude of longstanding issues that re-
quire a comprehensive resolution. Addressing 
these issues incrementally may pave the way to-
wards stability, with Lebanon potentially being 
the starting point for this process.

Moreover, the conflict in Gaza has highlighted 
unresolved issues across the region, prompting 
the need to address underlying problems sys-
tematically. Perhaps Lebanon will be the start-
ing point in this endeavour. While the war in 
Gaza has triggered conflicts across the region, 
its resolution is no longer solely contingent 
upon ending the conflict itself. It has unveiled 
deep-rooted issues that demand comprehensive 
and gradual resolution, with each step poten-
tially paving the way for peace in the broader 
context.
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The story of an economy and a 
nation's determination
J

ordan is classified by in-
ternational institutions as 
a low- to middle-income 

country, with a small, open econ-
omy, limited natural resources, 
especially those discovered and 
exploited, interconnected with 
the global economy, and pos-
sessing the ability to quickly 
adapt and absorb shocks.

The Jordanian economy 
has been subjected to several 
shocks throughout its history: 
Economic, financial and bank-
ing, as well as various politi-
cal, security and health shocks, 
all of which had economic and 
financial effects. Jordan has 
never emerged from a crisis or 
shock without entering into an-
other, often stronger one. Some 
of these crises had a significant 
and clear impact on the struc-
ture and composition of the 
national economy, while oth-
ers had a marginal effect, and 
some even altered Jordan's de-
mographic makeup. The Jorda-
nian economy has managed to 
address these shocks and cri-
ses and mitigate their conse-
quences to varying degrees. Yet, 
the impact of some of them still 
persists on the structure of the 
Jordanian economy and some of 
its sectors to this day.

These shocks challenged the 
flexibility of the economy and 
its ability to adapt, reveal-
ing challenges and opportuni-
ties for achieving sustainable 
growth. However, successive 
crises, regional instability, 
and, more recently, the global 
pandemic, have left difficult 
economic impacts, with pov-
erty and unemployment rates 
reaching unprecedented levels. 
Some of these crises also af-
fected inflation rates, pushing 
them beyond the familiar mon-
etary stability described in eco-
nomic literature. Furthermore, 
some led to an increase in the 
trade deficit and the deficit in 
the general budget, resulting in 
elevated levels of government 
debt surpassing acceptable lim-
its for years.

Despite these challenges, the 

J o r d a n i a n 
economy has 
w i t n e s s e d 
s i g n i fi c a n t 
d e v e l o p -
ments over 
the past dec-
ade, both in 
terms of pro-
duction and 
employment, 
as well as 
openness to 
the external 

world. Economic sectors have 
undergone radical structural 
changes in their contributions 
to the Gross Domestic Product.

The Jordanian economy has 
demonstrated its ability to 
adapt to external and internal 
shocks, with Jordan showing, 
in most cases, effective and ef-
ficient crisis management.

The Jordanian economy has 
gradually transformed into a 
primarily service-based econ-
omy. The development of the 
government sector and the in-
crease in its economic role have 
contributed to strengthening 
the role of the service sector. To-
day, the services sector employs 
more than two-thirds of the 
workforce in the national econ-
omy and contributes to nearly 
the same percentage of the 
Gross Domestic Product. This 
indicates the Jordanian econo-
my's evolution towards diversi-
fying sectors and increasing the 
importance of service sectors in 
the national economy.

The Jordanian economy has 
not been immune to regional 
and global economic develop-
ments due to its openness to the 
global economy through foreign 
trade and direct foreign invest-
ment, in addition to the impact 
of remittances from Jordanian 
workers abroad, which have 
significantly increased with the 
growth of the Jordanian work-
force abroad.

The impact of crises and 
shocks on the Jordanian econ-
omy cannot be ignored, as the 
economy heavily depends on 
external factors and stability in 

the regional and global arenas.
Therefore, it is imperative for 

policymakers to closely moni-
tor how these crises and shocks 
affect the implementation of 
national economic plans, strat-
egies and policies, and how, 
sometimes, these shocks may 
force some plans to stumble 
or deviate from their predeter-
mined path, prompting deci-
sion-makers to rethink and re-
structure priorities.

On the other hand, these 
shocks can also be an opportu-
nity to develop new strategies 
and improve the ability to plan 
and prepare to face difficult 
challenges.

The journey through Jordan's 
economic history since 1921 un-
til 2022, as documented in the 
first edition of the book pub-
lished by the Royal Hashemite 

Documentation Centre last 
week, under the title: “The Jor-
danian economy, financial and 
economic crises, Adaptation, 
and Overcoming Challenges 
1921-2022. “, was filled with 
challenges, shocks and crises, 
yet, it also witnessed strong de-
termination, resilience, adapt-
ability and steadfastness.

Throughout this period, the 
Jordanian economy has over-
come numerous crises, from in-
ternal disturbances to regional 
conflicts and global crises. It 
has succeeded forcefully and 
resolutely in overcoming all 
these challenges and difficul-
ties, paving its way to the future 
on a solid foundation, thanks to 
the wise leadership vision and 
the strong spirit of its people.

This is the story of an evolv-
ing economy that has carved 
out an important place in a rap-
idly changing world, embodying 
the determination of the nation 
with all its conscious and co-
hesive components to achieve 
progress and build a prosper-
ous future.

It is acknowledged that the 
path to economic stability and 
growth is filled with successes 
and challenges alike. The jour-
ney continues, and the lessons 
learned from the history of the 
Jordanian economy are invalu-
able guides as Jordan always 
faces future challenges with the 
spirit of resilience to overcome 
what awaits in the future.

Jordan, with its political in-
stitutions and wise leadership, 
remains an example to be fol-
lowed in confronting economic 
and political challenges with 
determination and resilience. 
The Jordanian state is earnest-
ly working on developing eco-
nomic and social strategies that 
contribute to achieving stability 
and sustainable growth. Moreo-
ver, the Jordanian economy re-
flects its ability to respond to 
challenges and crises effective-
ly, demonstrating its capacity 
to adapt and deal with shocks 
wisely and resolutely. May God 
protect Jordan.

Raed Omari
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By Thomas Urbain

Agence France-Presse

NEW YORK (AFP) — 
American shale oil is 
back at the centre of the 
global petroleum game, 
a driver of major deals 
involving petroleum gi-
ants more inclined to 
buy up rivals than to un-
dertake wildcat explora-
tion.

On Monday, Diamond-
back Energy announced 
the $26 billion acquisi-
tion of Endeavour Ener-
gy, combining two of the 
top 10 producers in the 
Permian Basin, which 
has the largest uncon-
ventional petroleum 
reserves in the United 
States.

The Permian, which is 
located in western Texas 
and eastern New Mexi-
co, has emerged as an es-
pecially hot commodity.

In October, ExxonMo-
bil announced the acqui-
sition of Pioneer Natural 
Resources, the biggest 
Permian producer, for 
about $60 billion.

That was followed in 
December by Occiden-
tal Petroleum's $12 bil-
lion takeover of Crown-
Rock, another Permian 
producer.

"Consolidation in the 
space was a bit overdue 

because the exploration 
and production space 
is fairly fragmented, or 
had been, until all these 
deals," said CFRA Re-
search analyst Stewart 
Glickman.

"People have this idea 
that it's very monopo-
listic," Richard Sweeney, 
an economics professor 
at Boston College, said 
of the oil industry in 
places like the Permian.

"The US oil and gas 
market is incredibly 
fragmented," Sweeney 
said. "There's, like, easily 
50 firms that drill a sub-
stantial number of wells 
in Texas."

One large deal that 
doesn't involve the Per-
mian is Chevron's $53 
billion purchase of Hess 
Corporation. However, 
Chevron highlighted the 
appeal of Hess's assets 
in the Bakken region in 
the state of North Da-
kota, another big shale 
region.

Such shale basins take 
advantage of horizon-
tal drilling techniques, 
which permit the drill-
ing of wells from miles 
away once large com-
panies buy neighboring 
sites.

The addition of the 
Pioneer acreage "means 
fewer wells" and lower 

capital spending, said 
Kathryn Mikells, chief 
financial officer at 
ExxonMobil.

More production 
overall? 

While the investment 
surge in the Permian has 
helped to lift US oil pro-
duction to an all-time 
high above 13 million 
barrels per day, analysts 
say the wave of merg-
ers will not necessarily 
translate into ever-high-
er output.

"The more concentra-
tion you get, the greater 

the chance that you will 
see less production," 
said Bill O'Grady of 
Confluence Investment 
Management. "It's com-
petition that leads to 
greater supply."

Sweeney predicted 
that companies like 
ExxonMobil and Oc-
cidental will be more 
selective in drilling the 
best prospects from 
their increased proper-
ties, focusing on highly 
profitable production.

"It's more economic 
to buy someone else's 
reserves than to look 
for new locations in 

the United States," said 
Andy Lipow of Lipow 
Oil Associates, who ex-
pects more US-centred 
deals in part because 
"there aren't that many 
attractive opportunities 
outside of the United 
States".

Wall Street has gener-
ally blessed the shale-
focused transactions 
as a preferable option 
to costly exploration 
campaigns; the trend 
also doesn't threaten 
the industry's ability to 
keep plying sharehold-
ers with dividends and 
stock repurchases, said 

Glickman.
The shale deals come 

as some financial heav-
yweights such as BNP 
Paribas, Barclays and 
HSBC shun large new 
petroleum projects 
amid pressure from 
environmentalists.

Efforts to address 
climate change could 
doom fossil fuel projects 
in the long term, but fos-
sil fuels still account for 
more than three quar-
ters of global energy 
use. If anything, these 
deals show the staying 
power of petroleum.

The recent deals have 
included the natural 
gas-focused takeover of 
Southwestern Energy by 
Chesapeake Energy for 
$7.4 billion.

But Glickman ex-
pects less consolida-
tion in this area, noting 
the volatility of natural 
gas prices, which have 
dropped to their low-
est point in three and a 
half years in the United 
States.

"You can probably 
make safer budgeting 
assumptions with less 
volatility on the oil side 
than on the gas side," 
he said, adding that oil 
"would still probably be 
the target, if you're try-
ing to grow acquisition".
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AMMAN (JT) Stock Exchange (ASE) trading 
value for Sunday amounted to JD 2.6 million 
spread over 2.4 million shares that traded 
through 2,107 transactions. 

The ASE share price index shed 0.01 per 
cent, closing at 2471.13 points.

Out of 98 companies whose shares were 
traded, the share price of 30 companies rose 
while the share price of another 45 declined. 

Topping the list of the companies whose 
shares gained the most were Gulf Insurance 
Group - Jordan by 5 per cent, Specialised 
Trading and Investment by 4.74 per cent, 
Philadelphia International Educational In-
vestment Company by 4.38 per cent, Premier 
Business and Projects Co. ltd. by 4.26 per cent, 
and Sura Development and Investment P.l.c 
by 4.05 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the 
most were Rum Group for Transportation and 
Tourism Investment by 8.33 per cent, Irbid 
District Electricity by 6.73 per cent, Special-
ised Investment Compounds by 5.43 per cent, 
Al-Tahdith for Real Estate Investments Com-
pany by 5 per cent, and Al-Rakaez Investment 
Co. by 5 per cent.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

AVIATION BUDGET

Union calls Lufthansa ground 
staff strike at German airports
BERLIN (AFP) — Union 
Verdi called on ground 
staff at Lufthansa to stage 
a walkout on Tuesday 
across Germany's big-
gest airports, in the latest 
strike to plague the coun-
try in recent weeks.

The industrial action 
affecting seven airports 
including Frankfurt, Mu-
nich and Berlin will start 
at 4:00 am (03:00 GMT) 
on Tuesday and end at 
7:10 am on Wednes-
day, the union said in a 
statement.

No progress had been 
made in negotiations on 
working conditions, the 
union said, calling the 
strike of 25,000 workers, 
including maintenance 
employees and airport 
counter staff across the 
company.

Among sticking points 
were what the union said 
were an overly low pay 
offer made to the staff in 
comparison to other em-
ployee categories such as 
pilots.

"While the company is 
offering pilots with an-
nual basic wages of up to 

270,000 euros ($298,000) 
raises reaching two digit 
figures, ground staff are 
unable to break even 
given the inflation of the 
last years," said Verdi's 
lead negotiator Marvin 
Reschinsky.

The union added that 

it expected major flight 
disruptions over the 
walkout.

"We don't want this es-
calation. We want a quick 
result for employees and 
passengers," said the un-
ion, which is seeking pay 
rises of 12.5 per cent, and 

a minimum of 500 euros 
more a month.

The next round of ne-
gotiations will take place 
on February 21.

Germany has been 
hit by a spate of strikes 
across varying sectors 
including transport, 

the civil service and 
supermarkets.

Pinched by inflation 
over the last years and in 
the wake of the corona-
virus pandemic, workers 
are demanding higher 
wages to cope with the 
cost of living.

Singapore gives households 
and companies tax relief
SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Singapore unveiled last 
week a relief package for 
individuals, including 
rebates for utility bills 
to help ease the high 
cost of living in the city-
state.

The announcement 
was made during the 
2024 national budg-
et statement coming 
ahead of general elec-
tions due next year.

The polls are set to 
mark a major politi-
cal transition, with a 
younger crop of lead-
ers set to lead the 
Southeast Asian eco-
nomic powerhouse.

Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Finance 
Minister Lawrence 
Wong presented the 
wide-ranging budget 
in parliament that ear-
marked Sg$3.2 billion 
($2.4 billion) to sup-
port households and 
companies grappling 
with inflation.

A personal income 
tax rebate of 50 per 
cent capped at Sg$200 
for the last tax year, 
will be granted, while 
families will also re-

ceive cash and rebates 
for their utility bills.

"These are concrete 
ways to help Singa-
poreans tackle cost of 
living pressures," said 
Wong, who is expected 
to succeed Prime Min-
ister Lee Hsien Loong 
before general elec-
tions due by November 
2025.

"Let me assure eve-
ryone we will always 
have your backs," he 

said.
Companies will also 

enjoy a 50 per cent 
corporate income 
tax rebate, capped 
at Sg$40,000, as part 
of a package to help 
businesses.

"Many companies 
have seen increases in 
their wage bills, rental 
and utilities, amongst 
others," said Wong, 53.

Prime Minister Lee 
has said he intends to 
hand over the reins to 
Wong later this year.

When Wong takes 
over, it would be only 
the second time since 
Singapore's independ-
ence in 1965 that the 
prime minister is not 
a member of the Lee 
family.

Lee Hsien Loong's 
father, Lee Kuan Yew, 
was the country's first 
prime minister.

"It's a pro-social 
budget, with about 
three-quarters of the 
speech devoted to so-
cial measures," said 
Eugene Tan, an asso-
ciate law professor at 
the Singapore Manage-
ment University.
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Airplanes of German airline Lufthansa are parked at the Franz-Josef-Strauss airport in Munich, southern Germany, during a 

strike of the ground staff employees of Lufthansa on July 27, 2022
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MERGER

Wave of deals puts US shale oil back in focus

WASHINGTON (AFP) 
— US wholesale prices 
rose more than expect-
ed in January, accord-
ing to government data 
published on Friday, 
as services costs were 
lifted by a jump in the 
index for hospital out-
patient care.

The producer price 
index (PPI) rose 0.3 per 
cent in January after 
falling by 0.1 per cent 
a month earlier, the La-
bor Department said in 
a statement.

This was above mar-
ket expectations of a 
smaller 0.1 per cent 
rise, according to Brief-
ing.com.

"PPI inflation sur-
prised to the upside 
in January," High Fre-
quency Economics 
chief US economist Ru-
beela Farooqi wrote in 
a note to clients.

"The data show sig-
nificant progress on 
producer prices from 
rates of change a year 
earlier," she added. 
"But like the CPI, 
monthly changes ac-
celerated to start the 
year."

The uptick in pro-
ducer prices follows 
a similar monthly in-
crease in the headline 
consumer price index 
(CPI) inflation meas-
ure in January, which 
rattled financial mar-
kets and pushed away 
expectations of an im-
minent interest rate 
cut by the US Federal 
Reserve.

Stocks on Wall Street 
ended the day lower 
following the new in-
flation readings. US 
Treasury yields, which 
are heavily influenced 
by interest rate expec-
tations, rose on the 
news.

The "major factor" 
behind the rise in the 
services index was the 
2.2 per cent monthly 
rise in hospital out-
patient care, while a 
range of other services 
also rose, the Labor 
Department said in a 
statement.

This helped to coun-
teract the decline in the 
index for final demand 
goods, which was driv-
en by a 1.7 per cent de-
cline in energy prices.

INFLATION

US wholesale prices 
rose more than 
expected in January

MARKETS

Tokyo stocks close at fresh 34-year high
TOKYO (AFP) — Tokyo 
stocks closed higher last 
week with the key Nikkei 
index ending at a new 34-
year high, partly support-
ed by Wall Street rallies.

The benchmark Nikkei 
225 index added 0.9 per 
cent, or 329.30 points, 
to 38,487.24 while the 
broader Topix index 
ended up 1.3 per cent, or 
32.88 points, at 2,624.73.

Tokyo shares were 
boosted by Wall Street 
gains and sound earnings 
reports by US chip-equip-
ment maker Applied Ma-
terials, analysts said.

"In the Japanese mar-
ket, chip-linked shares 
soared" before slowing 
down later in the day, 
IwaiCosmo Securities 
said.

The dollar fetched 

150.25 yen in Asian trade, 
against 150.24 yen in 
New York.

At a parliament session 
on Friday, Bank of Japan 
Governor Kazuo Ueda 
said "its monetary easing 
environment will likely 
continue for a while" even 
if the bank partially lifts 
its ultra-loose measures 
such as a negative inter-

est rate, Daiwa Securities 
said.

That comment "provid-
ed a sense of relief to the 
market", the brokerage 
added.

Even as the Nikkei in-
dex approaches its high-
est-ever closing value of 
38,915.87, a record set in 
December 1989, "there 
is no overheating" felt in 
the market, SBI Securities 
senior strategist Ichiro 
Asai told AFP.

Other positive factors 
include the "relatively low 
price of Japanese shares" 
compared to those in 
overseas markets, partly 
helped by the cheaper 
yen, he said.

There are mixed views 
among market-watchers 
about whether the Nikkei 
will break its record soon, 

Asai added.
"One group think these 

rapid rises will trigger 
some kind of adjustment, 
but the other thinks 
share prices can surpass 
the record without hit-
ting any psychological 
barriers."

Among major shares in 
Tokyo, Olympus jumped 
5.4 per cent to 2,165 yen, 
oil refiner Idemitsu Ko-
san gained 5.3 per cent 
to 927 yen, and trading 
house Mitsui & Co added 
3.6 per cent to 6,267 yen.

Chip-testing equip-
ment maker Advantest 
slipped 0.4 per cent to 
7,020 yen after soaring 
in early trade, while chip-
making equipment man-
ufacturer Tokyo Electron 
ended up 0.4 per cent at 
35,350 yen.
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Pump jacks are seen on the Bakken Shale Formation, near Williston, North Dakota, on September 

6, 2016
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ROTTERDAM, Neth-
erlands (AFP) — Aus-
tralian Open champion 
Jannik Sinner powered 
to his first Rotterdam 
Open on Sunday, break-
ing down a determined 
defensive effort from 
Australia’s Alex De Mi-
naur to win 7-5, 6-4 in 
a high-quality battle.
The win extended the 
Italian top seed’s un-
beaten streak to 15 
— including his run 
to glory in Melbourne 
— and takes him to a 
career-high third in the 
world rankings.
De Minaur, seeded 
fifth, hadn’t beaten 
Sinner in six previous 
attempts but came into 
the match in the form 
of his life and went 
toe-to-toe with his op-
ponent in the early 
exchanges.
But Sinner’s consist-

ency and power off 
both wings eventually 
pierced De Minaur’s 
valiant defence and the 
Italian broke serve at 
2-2 after some enter-
taining rallies.
The key game of the 
first set came in the 
10th, De Minaur even-
tually breaking back 
after saving two set 
points with some ex-
traordinary retrieving.
A lengthy rally at game 
point left Sinner lying 
on the floor gasping 
for breath after div-
ing unsuccessfully for 
a powerful backhand 
drive up the line from 
his opponent.
But the confident Sin-
ner recovered quickly 
and had his own break 
points in the very next 
game, converting at the 
second time of ask-
ing as De Minaur ill-

advisedly left a volley 
that dropped on the 
baseline.
Serving a second time 
for the set, Sinner this 
time made no mistake, 
closing it out to the de-
light of a packed Rot-
terdam crowd.
There was no let-up in 
intensity at the start 
of the second set, De 
Minaur scrapping 
back everything Sin-
ner threw at him and 
the two players trading 
breaks to level at 3-3.
A tired-looking De Mi-
naur backhand into 
the bottom of the net 
gifted Sinner another 
break of serve in the 
next game and this 
time the Italian held 
serve to take him with-
in one game of the title.
The gritty De Minaur 
made him serve it out 
and fought to the end 

but Sinner was ulti-
mately too strong and 
finished it off 6-4.
The two are good 
friends off the court 
and former doubles 
partners and they em-
braced warmly at the 
net as the Rotterdam 
crowd gave them a 
thunderous ovation for 
an entertaining match.
De Minaur’s run to the 
final included a pulsat-
ing semifinal against 
Bulgaria’s Grigor Dim-
itrov, later describing 
it as his “best match on 
tour”.
Sinner’s path was se-
rene, with injury-prone 
Canadian veteran Mi-
los Raonic withdraw-
ing at the start of the 
second set in the quar-
ter-final and a straight-
forward win over local 
boy Tallon Griekspoor 
in the semis.

FOOTBALL

Monaco slip up in

Ligue 1 race

PARIS (AFP) — Monaco missed the chance to 
climb back up to second place in Ligue 1 when 
they lost 2-1 at home to Toulouse on Sunday 
while Rennes comfortably beat Clermont 3-1 to 
continue their winning streak. Toulouse opened 
the scoring in the 41st minute when skipper Vin-
cent Sierro caught Monaco goalkeeper Philipp 
Kohn out of position on a free-kick. Monaco 
levelled just after the restart through Maghnes 
Akliouche but failed throughout the game to 
capitalise on a host of other chances.Centre-
forward Folarin Balogun was the main culprit. 
The American fluffed an early one-on-one with 
goalkeeper Guillaume Restes and then squan-
dered another golden opportunity from close 
range after being set up by Thilo Kehrer.. Defeat 
means Monaco stay fourth on 38 points, level 
with Lille, who beat Le Havre 3-0 on Saturday, 
and one point behind Nice who slipped to a 1-0 
loss at Lyon on Friday. Paris Saint-Germain, who 
beat Nantes 2-0 on Saturday, remain clear lead-
ers on 53 points, 14 ahead of Nice.

ATHLETICS

Dutch runner Femke Bol breaks

own 400m indoor world record

PARIS (AFP) — Fem-
ke Bol broke her own 
indoor 400m world 
record on Sunday as 
she recorded a time 
of 49.24sec in the 
Dutch champion-
ships in Apeldoorn. 
Bol, the double 
world champion out-
doors at 400m hur-
dles, improved her own record set at the same 
venue last year by two hundredths of a second. 
The 23-year-old had demonstrated she was in 
the form for fast times by opening her season 
with 49.69sec in Metz before going even faster 
in Lievin last week with 49.63sec. She is the hot 
favourite to win the 400m at the World Indoor 
Championships in Glasgow in two weeks’ time. 
Lieke Klaver showed that The Netherlands are 
in contention for gold and silver in that event 
by smashing her personal best with a time of 
50.10sec to become the second fastest indoor 
performer of the year.
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Sinner a winner again as he powers 
to Rotterdam Open crown

Barry Richards leads 
tributes to S.Africa’s 
‘cricket giant’ Procter
DURBAN, South Africa 
(AFP) — Long-time friend 
and team-mate Barry Ri-
chards said “a giant has 
fallen” as he paid tribute 
to former South African 
all-rounder Mike Procter, 
who died aged 77 near 
Durban on Saturday.

“We were part of each 
other’s lives,” said Ri-
chards of his 65-year 
friendship with Procter.

Richards and Procter, 
acknowledged as two 
of South Africa’s great-
est cricketers, played 
against each other as 
schoolboys and went on 
to play together for the 
Natal province and South 
Africa at both junior and 
international level.

“Anyone who played 
for Natal, Rhodesia and 
Gloucestershire in the 
1960s and 70s knew that 
they were in the pres-
ence of a genius,” said 
Richards.

Procter and Richards 
teamed up for four Tests, 
starring for South Af-
rica as they won all four 
matches against Austral-
ia in 1969-70 before their 
international careers 
were cut short by the 
international isolation 
caused by South Africa’s 
apartheid policy.

Vintcent van der Bijl, 
who formed a devas-
tating new ball part-
nership for Natal with 
Procter, described his 
former team-mate as 
“the most unpretentious 
great cricketer I knew”.

Van der Bijl, a former 
International Crick-
et Council head of um-
pires and match referees, 
said Procter was “a war-
rior on the field”.

“He played the game 
tough and yet amateur in 
spirit. He used to end eve-

ry pre-game session by 
saying, ‘Let’s go and have 
some fun.’ He played the 
game as it should always 
be played. It was a real 
privilege to play with 
and against him.”

Procter was South Af-
rica’s first coach when 
that period of interna-
tional isolation ended in 
1991.

Fast bowler Allan Don-
ald made his internation-
al debut under him.

“I learned a lot from 
him. Just to listen to him 
was an experience. He 
made me aware of what 
was needed to have the 
mentality of a fast bowl-
er,” he said.

Ali Bacher, former 
managing director of 
South African cricket, 
captained Procter in the 
series against Australia.

“He was one of the 
most outstanding crick-
eters that South Africa 
has produced. He bowled 
fast, swinging deliveries 
and as a batsman was 
good enough to have 
batted at number five 
for any country in the 
world,” he said.

Cricket South Africa 
president Rihan Rich-
ards described Procter 
as “not just a giant on 
the field but a beacon of 
hope and inspiration off 
it.”

Dolphins Cricket, for-
merly the Natal Crick-
et Union, said in a state-
ment that Procter’s 
“legacy will endure as an 
inspiration for genera-
tions to come”.

“His career as a world-
class cricketer was out-
standing, his leadership 
prowess was noteworthy 
and his role as a crick-
et administrator and 
coach was remarkable.”
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Italy’s Jannik Sinner returns the ball to Australia’s Alex de Minaur during their men final at ABN AMRO Open tennis tournament 

at Ahoy Arena, in Rotterdam, on Sunday

By Nathalie Khalaf,

Holistic Counsellor

Our shadow: 
that part of 
us of which 
we are una-
ware. The 

part of us we are al-
ienated from since 
very early on in child-
hood, which hides all 
we do not want to be 
associated with.

Our shadow may con-
sist of various human 
needs such as sex, sur-
vival, love, aggression, 
life, death, will, power, 
security, acceptance 
and growth.

Disconnecting from the 
self

Some studies indicate 
that some people cre-
ate images and beliefs 
and disconnect from 
parts of themselves. 
They turn into their 
“shadow” and that’s 
how neurosis and men-
tal illnesses emerge.

Mirror of the other

In other words, the 
shadow is that part of 
us we are disconnected 
from.

We notice it in oth-
ers when we dislike 
them and even when 
we praise them. What 
we should understand 
is that we are all simi-

lar, we have the same 
wants, needs and 
feelings.

We are all mirrors of 
each other. So, what-
ever I like or dislike in 
another, exists in me 
otherwise my psyche 
will not recognise it.

The shadow. That hid-
den, repressed, for the 
most part, inferior and 
guilt-laden personality 
whose ultimate ramifi-
cations reach back into 
the realm of our ani-
mal ancestors.

We are disconnected 
with parts of our ‘self’ 
or psyche at the shad-
ow level. We thus end 

up disowning some 
good and some bad 
qualities. Any unde-
sired characteristic we 
are taught to believe 
in as “bad, shameful ” 
or “ unlovable” will be 
projected onto others in 
our surroundings.

When we project 
something onto oth-
ers, it will seem as if 
we have no power over 
our surroundings and 
we may get caught up 
in serious emotional 
distress.

We can project both 
negative and positive 
emotions. So instead 
of hating a certain per-
son, we feel as though 
that person hates us! 
Instead of admiring the 
good qualities in anoth-
er person, we may feel 
we are worthless and 
that the world around 
us is filled with people 
who are better than us.

Suppressing emotions

A simple way to detect 
our shadow is to notice 
how we feel towards 
others in our judgement 
of them or in praising 
them. For instance, we 
may think a person is 
a liar and always gets 
away with things.

We can look within 
ourselves and the dis-
comfort we feel at the 
idea of lying. We may 
have been brought up 
to believe it is a bad 
characteristic. That ly-
ing makes us not love-
able and will bring on 
punishment.

So, most of us shelve 
the ability to lie into 
our shadow. But we 
would not be able to 
recognise it unless we 
are capable of lying.

We just suppress it 

and judge it in others. 
This may lead to us one 
day lying without real-
ising or admitting it.

A conscious choice 

We may feel so 
ashamed that we may 

bury it even deeper 
within the layers of 
ourselves.

Here is what we can 
do instead: realise that 
we are all capable of 
lying, see it as a con-
scious choice and that 
we may even need to lie 

when we cannot or do 
not want to handle the 
truth.

Some people may lie 
as a defence mecha-
nism, others may use 
it as a manipulative 
way to get what they 
want; all of this, of 

course, comes from 
our upbringing and 
childhood.

Our choices

Whatever it is, we 
simply need to become 
aware that we all have 
the option of lying, but 
can make that deci-
sion a conscious one: “I 
know I can lie if I want 
to, but I choose not to.

I therefore can un-
derstand why anoth-
er may choose to do 
it and I find it in my 
heart not to judge them 
anymore”.

The second example 
is of praising someone 
so we may say: “Oh! I 
wish I were that gener-
ous.” We can all agree 
that generosity is also 
a human choice, not a 
trait some people are 
born with. So, find the 

generous self with-
in you, connect to it 
and make a conscious 
choice to become more 
and more generous. In 
a nutshell, we only see 
and recognise in others 
what we know exists 
inside of ourselves.

So, let us face it and 
bring it into the light. 
For one good reason, 
this exercise will lessen 
the distance between 
us and others and help 
us judge less and ac-
cept more.

“Confronting the 
shadow means to stop 
blaming others”-
Edward Edinger

Reprinted with permission 
from Family Flavours 
magazine
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