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Jordan condemns Iran’s

attack on Bahrain

ANMDMAN (JT) The
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has  con-
demned the Iranian
attacks targeting Bah-
rain, describing them
as a flagrant violation
of the Gulf nation's
sovereignty, a threat
to its security, sta-
bility, and territorial
integrity.

In a statement on
Sunday, the ministry
slammed Iranian at-
tacks az a “danger
ous escalation, and a

blatant breach of in-
ternational law and
the United Nations
Charter”.

The ministry af-
firmed Jordan's soli-
darity with Bahrain,
expressing full sup-
port for all measures
taken by the country
to protect its sover
eignty, security, and
the safety of its citi
zens and residents,
according to a minis-
try statement.

Blasts and sirens

rang out over Bahrain
and authorities urged
residents to seek
shelter on Sunday as
Iran's Guards said
they had attacked the
Gulf nation.

The interior min-
istry in an X post
urged ‘“residents to
remain calm, proceed
to the nearest safe
location, and follow
news through offi-
cial channels for the
protection of public
safety”.
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Cabinet approves holding municipal,
Greater Amman Council elections

ANDIAN (JT) The
Cabinet on Sunday ap
proved holding elec
tions for municipal
councils and the Great
er Amman Municipal
ity Council, with the
Independent Election
Commission (IEC) set
to determine the polling
date.

The decision was tak
en during a Cabinet ses
sion, chaired by Prime
Minister Jafar Hassan,
according to a Prime
Ministry statement.

The election date will
be announced by the
IEC, and the decision
will be published in the
Official Gazette, in ac
cordance with the law.

The move is based
on Local Administra
tion Law of 2026 and
of the 2021 Greater Am
man Municipality Law,
which stipulate that the
Cabinet must issue a
decision calling munici
pal and Greater Amman
Municipality  Council
elections, while the IEC
is responsible for set
ting the polling date.

The Cabinet also ap
proved the 2026 bylaw
on candidacy and elec
tion procedures for
municipal member
ship and electoral ap

Prime Minister Jafar Hassan chairs a Cabinet session on Sunday

peals, as part of efforts
to strengthen the leg
islative and regulatory
framework governing
the electoral process,

the statement said.

The new bylaw aims
to establish clear and

comprehensive proce

dures for administer

ing municipal elections,
ensuring the accuracy

of woter lists, clarify
ing candidacy require
ments and streamlining

Prime Miniztry phaoto

voting, ballot counting
and the announcement
of results, it said.

Continued on page 5

SSC sentences three men to death over Karak church attack

AMMAN — Three men
were sentenced to
death on Sunday by the
State Security Court
(SSC) after being found
guilty of attacking the
St George Church in
Hmoud, Karak, which
killed nine people in
October.

The three defendants
were found guilty by
the 55C of nine counts
of complicity in com-
mitting terrorist acts
resulting in death, in
the October 23 deadly
attack that also left
dozens injured.

The State Security Court

The court also de-

clared them guilty of using weapons

complicity in com-

mitting terrorist acts
and
ammunition, and com-

Jordanian navy arrests Israeli who crossed
into Kingdom'’s territorial waters — JAF

AMMAN (JT) The
Royal Jordanian Navy
[RJN) on Saturday ar
rested an Israeli na
tional who attempted to
infiltrate Jordanian ter
ritorial waters by swim
ming from the Israeli
side.

The marine opera
tions centre detected an
individual attempting
to swim from the Israeli
side towards the King
dom's territorial waters,
an official source at the
Jordan Armed Forces

Arab Army (JAF) said.
RJN personnel im

mediately moved to the

site, arrested the in

filtrator and referred
him to the competent
authorities, the source
added.

Iran says supertanker with 2 million
barrels of oil sank in Gulf

TEHRAN (AFF} Iran
said on Sunday that a su
pertanker carrying over
two million barrels of oil
had sunk after it struck a
mine and caught fire in
the Strait of Hormuz.
The ship was one of
two that hit mines while
transiting the vital trade
corridor, the Guard said,
but there was nmo inde

pendent confirmation of
the incidents.

Since the outbreak of
the Middle East war in
late February, Tehran has
heavily restricted traffic
through the strategic wa
terway, insisting vessels
use routes authorised by
the Islamic republic.

It has  repularly
targeted  ships  that

transit  without  its
authorisation.

The United States has
in response imposed a
naval blockade on Ira
nian ports and helped
tankers travel the strait,
which normally carries
about one-fifth of global

oil.

Continued on page 5

plicity in possessing
weapons and ammuni-
tion with the intent to

use them in terrorist
acts.

They were also con-
victed of conspiracy to
commit terrorist acts
using Wweapons, pro-
moting the ideology of
a terrorist group, and
committing acts likely
to disrupt public order
and endanger public
safety and security.

One of the defend-
ants was also conwict-
ed of providing funds
with the intent of us-
ing the funds in terror-
related activities.

The court also sen-
tenced two men to six
years in prison each

after convicting them
of possessing and sell-
ing weapons and am-
munition to the three
defendants.

The two defendants
had no knowledge that
the weapons and mu
nitions they sold to the
three other defendants
were intended for the
church attack, accord-
ing to lawyer Amer
Halaseh.

In commenting on
Sunday's wverdict, Ha.
laseh told The Jordan
Times that justice was
served today for the
victims' families.

“None of these fami-

lies WETE
TEVENZE.

seeking

Three of the five
defendants were
tried via video
communication
technology...

They only wanted
justice for their loved
ones,” Lawyer Amer
Halaseh, who is repre-

senting the families of
the victims, said.

Three of the five de-
fendants were tried
via video communica
tion technology, while
the remaining two
appeared in court in
PETSON.

The court hearing
was conducted under
strict security meas-
ures, and only lawyers
and relatives of the
victims were allowed
to attend.

Sunday’s verdict will
automatically be re-
viewed by the Court of
Cassation within the
next 30 days.

|[EC, EU mission review recommendations
on 2024 parliamentary elections

AMMAN (JT) Inde
pendent Election Com
mission (IEC) Chair
man Musa Maaytah on
Sunday met with a Eu
ropean Union Election
Follow-up Mission to
review progress on rec
ommendations made
after the mission ob
served the 2024 Lower
House elections.

The delegation was
headed by Member of
the Eurcpean Parlia
ment and Chief 0Ob
server of the 2024 EU
Election Observation
Mission Zeljana Zovko
and included two elec
toral experts, according
to an IEC statement.

The meeting focused
on following up on
the mission's recom
mendations, with the
aim of improving elec
toral procedures in
line with international
standards and best
practices.

Maaytah stressed
the importance of in
ternational election

Independent Election Commission Chairman Musa Maaytah on Sunday meets with a European
Union ElectionFollow-up Mission to review progress on recommendations made after the
mission ob served the 2024 Lowe House elections

observers, saying the
commission gives pri
ority to observations
and recommendations

made by local and in

ternational monitoring

missions.
He said the IEC reg

ularly reviews their
feedback as a means
of building on existing
strengths and address

ing shortcomings in
the electoral process.

The IEC had pre
viously received the
mission's final report,
which commended the
commission's adminis
tration of the elections
and its efforts to fa
cilitate the observers'
work and ensure their
safety.

The report included
recommendations on
developing  electoral
legislation, monitoring
election campaigns and
their financing, rais
ing voter awareness,
broadening  political
participation and im
proving access to poll
ing centres for persons
with disabilities.

The EU mission de
ployed 100 observers
from EU member states
across all electoral con
stituencies in the King
dom after receiving an
official invitation from
the IEC to monitor the
2024 parliamentary
elections.
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The King Hussein Award is presented annually to recognise researchers who have made
outstanding contributions to cancer research, encourage research efforts, and foster scientific
collaboration at the regional and international levels

Deputising for King, Prince Talal
honours 2026 King Hussein
Cancer Research Award recipients

AMMAN (JT) — Deputis
ing for His Majesty King
Abdullah, HEH Prince
Talal Bin Muhammad
honoured the awardees
of the 2026 King Hus
sein Cancer Research
foward, in the presence
of HRH Princess Ghida
Talal, chairperson of the
King Hussein Cancer
Foundation and Centre
(KHCC), and a number
of other Royal Family
members.

Princess Ghida gave
a speech during the
ceremony, saying: "To
night, we come together
to honour and celebrate
the winners of the King
Hussein Cancer Re
search Award Arah
scientists who demon
strate that discovery can
begin right here, in the
Arab world, and for the
sake of our patients."

The King Hussein
fAoward is presented an
nually to recognise re
searchers who have
made outstanding con
tributions to cancer
research, encourage re
search efforts aimed at
improving  prevention
and treatment, and fos
ter scientific collabora
tion at both the regional
and international levels,
according to a KHCC
statement.

The ceremony hon
oured a distinguished
group of leading Arab
scientists and research
ers, selected from hun
dreds of applicants
representing more than
26 countries, in recogni
tion of their significant
contributions to ad
vancing cancer research
and driving scientific
PrOErEss.

During the ceremony,
Nizar Tannir of The Uni
versity of Texas MD An
derson Cancer Centre
was honoured with the
fAward for Excellence

in Cancer Research in
recognition of his out
standing achievements
in kidney cancer re
search and treatment.

Amer Zeidan of Yale
Cancer Centre received
the Lifetime Achieve
ment Award - Interna
tional Track, while the
Lifetime  Achievement
Award - Regional Track
was presented to Imam
Waked of Menoufia
University.

The ceremony
honoured a
distinguished
group of
leading Arab
scientists and
researchers...

The Young Investiga
tor Award - Internation
al Track was presented
to Myriam Chalabi of
The Netherlands Cancer
Institute, while Omneya
Attallah of the Arab
Academy for Science,
Technology and Mari
time Transport received
the Young Investigator
Awmard - Regional Track.

The Promising Re
searcher (Grant was
awarded to both Zaid
Abdel-Bahman of KHCC
and Philippe Kobeissy

of the Lebanese Ameri
can University, to fund
their upcoming cancer
research projects.

The Frofessional De
velopment Programme
for Cancer Care Excel
lence was awarded to
the Bone Marrow and
Stem Cell Transplan
tation Programme at
EHCC, which performs
more than 200 bone
MAaTTowW transplants
annually, with success
rates exceeding 75 per
cent.

The King Hussein
Cancer Research Award
is one of the most pres
tigious scientific re
search awards in the
field of cancer across
the Arab world.

Established in 2020
in memory of His Maj
esty the late King Hus
sein, the award aims
to encourage Arab re
searchers and scien
tists from around the
world to elevate cancer
research and adwvance
the fight against cancer
and overcome it through
cutting-edge  scientific
approaches.

Since its launch five
years ago, the award has
contributed to building
a strong and established
Arab research commu
nity, receiving more than
950 applications from
over 30 countries, all
evaluated by more than
15 international experts
in cancer research and
oncology.

The 2026 ceremony
was also attended by
several ministers and
members of the Award's
Board of Directors,
comprising some of the
world’s leading oncolo
gists, physicians, and
researchers, alongside
prominent academic
and media figures, as
well as the award's part
ners and supporters.

Princess Muna attends annual charity

ceremony supporting persons with disabilities

AMMAN (IT) HERH
Princess Muna, hon
orary president of the
Families and Friends
Society of Persons with
Disabilities, on Sun
day attended the so

ciety’s annual charity
CETEMONY.
The ceremony was

attended by HH Prince
Mired, chief chamber
lain and president of the
Higher Council for the
Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (HCD], HH
Princess Dina Mired,
patron of the European
Organisation for BRe
search and Treatment of
Cancer, Minister of So
cial Development Wafaa
Bani Mustafa, as well
as several members of
the diplomatic corps
and representatives of
public and civil society
institutions.

Society founder Rima
Zureikat stressed the
importance of commu
nity partnerships and
joint efforts by public
and civil society institu
tions to empower per
sons with disabilities,
ensure equal oppor
tunities and promote
their active participa
tion in society, the Jor
dan News Agency, Petra,
reported.

She said that these ef
forts aim to safeguard
their dignity and rights,
praising Princess NMu
na's continued support
for the society and the
role of HCD, chaired by
Prince Mired, in uphold
ing their rights and pro
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HRH Princess Muna, henorary president of the Families and Friends Society of Persons with Disabilities, on Sunday attends the
society's annual charity ceremony

moting their inclusion.

Zureikat also  ex
pressed appreciation for
the society's partners
and supporters, not
ing that their continued
commitment has a last
ing impact on the lives
of persons with disabil
ities and their families.

Society President
Riham Omaish said that
the society continues to
empower persons with
disabilities and improve
their gquality of life
through  programmes
that prepare them for
the labour market, pro
mote independence and
support their inclusion
in society.

The participants’
presence reflects com
munity support for the
rights and abilities of
persons with disahili
ties and the importance
of empowering them to
become active members
of society, ahead of the
International Day of
Persons with Disahili
ties, observed annu
ally on December 3, she
added.

Omaish also high
lighted the partnership
with HCD in develop
ing services and pro
grammes, thanking na
tional institutions and
civil society organisa
tions for supporting the

association’s work.

The ceremony coin
cided with the birth
day of His Majesty the
late King Hussein, with
Omaish recalling his
legacy and famous say
ing, “Man is the most
precious thing we have,”
stressing that empow
ering people is key to
nation-building, and
that the process of work
and achievement con
tinues under the leader
ship of His Majesty King
Abdullah.

At the end of the cer
emony, Princess Muna
honoured a number of
the society’s partners
and supporters, includ

Malaysia contributes $300,000

to support 300 Gaza orphans

By Saeb Rawashdeh

ANMMAN — Malaysia has
contributed  $300,000
to Taawon Welfare As
sociation inm  support
of its “Noor” Gaza Or
phans Care Programme,
marking the country's
third contribution to the
initiative.

The contribution was
presented on Sunday by
Ambassador of Malaysia
to Jordan and Falestine
Mohamad Nasri Abdul
Rahmanto to General Di
rector of Taawon Welfare
Tarek Emraitah.

The plan is that the
contribution, via the Hu
manitarian Trust Fund
for the People of Pales
tine (AAKRP), will sup
port 300 orphans in Gaza
over a period of one year,
organisers said.

They added that the
assistance will cover es

sential needs, including
food, clothing, health
care, education, child
protection and psycho
social support, with the

]

Photo courtesy of the Malaysian trnl:i:r
Ambassador of Malaysia to Jordan and Palestine Mohamad
Masri Abdul Rahman (left] and General Director of Taawon
Welfare Tarek Emraitah on Sunday attend a ceremony that
marked the initiative to support 300 orphans in Gaza over a
period of a year

aim of providing the chil
dren with greater stahil
ity and opportunities to
rebuild their lives.

“The contribution is

particularly significant
as Malaysia joins the
Falestinian people in
commemorating the 38th
Anniversary of the Dec
laration of Independence
of the State of Palestine
on November 15, said
Abdul Rahman in a key

note speech.

He noted that the
contribution reflects
Malaysia's continued

solidarity with Palestine
and its unwavering sup
port for the Palestinian
people's aspirations for
freedom, dignity and
self-determination.

“Malaysia remains
deeply concerned owver
the humanitarian situ
ation in Gaza, where
widespread destruction,
displacement and loss
of lives have severely af
fected civilian commu
nities,” the ambassador
said.

ing Prince Mired, Bani
Mustafa, the Jordan
News Agency, Petra,
the Arab Potash Com
pany, and several na
tional institutions and
individuals.

The ceremony also
included a charity ba
zaar and a fashion show
by Jordanian designer
Maryam Bitar, featuring
designs combining tra
ditional Jordanian and
Palestinian embroidery
with modern fashion.

The proceeds will go
towards supporting
the association's pro
grammes and projects
for pPETSONS with
disabilities.

The diplomat added
that children, particu
larly those who have
lost one or both parents,
remain among the most
vulnerable victims of the
conflict and require sus
tained humanitarian as
sistance, protection and
psychosocial support.

Through AAKRF, Ma
laysia  continues to
translate its solidarity
with Palestine into tan
gible humanitarian as
sistance, particularly for
those most affected by
the ongoing conflict.

"Malaysia remains
committed to supporting
the Palestinian people's
legitimate  aspirations
for peace, justice and
freedom, while ensuring
that vulnerable commu
nities, especially the chil
dren of Gaza, are not left
behind,” Abdul Rahman
underscored.

Jordanian Relief Campaign,
JHCO distribute blankets in Gaza

AMMAN (TT) The
Jordanian Relief Cam
paign and the Jordan
Hashemite Charity Or
ganisation (JHCO) have
continued  implement
ing their humanitar
ian assistance under the
winter campaign in the
Gaza Strip by distrib
uting winter blankets
to displaced families
across northern, central,
and southern Gaza.

The initiative comes as
part of ongoing efforts
to alleviate the suffering
of displaced residents,
and help them cope with
cold weather amid harsh
humanitarian and living
conditions, according to
a JHCO statement.

The step builds upon
continuous  efforts by
the Jordanian Relief
Campaign and JHCO to
respond to growing hu
manitarian needs in the
Strip, particularly with
the onset of winter and
the added challenges
facing families who lost
their homes, and reside
in displacement camps
and shelters.

The campaign

A
1
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The Jordanian Relief Campaign and the Jordan Hashemite Charity Organisation hawve
continued implementing their humanitarian assistance under the winter campaign in the
Gaza Strip by distributing winter blankets to displaced families in Gaza

stressed its continued
commitment to deliver
ing winter aid to dis
placed families across
various areas of the
Gaza Strip, stemming
from its humanitarian
responsibility and dedi
cation to supporting
residents facing the re
percussions of war and
displacement.

Jordan also muns two
military field hospitals
in Gaza,onein the Strip's
north and was estab
lished in 2009 following

the war in 2008, and the
gecond is in Khan Younis
in the south, which was
established in Novem
ber 2023 at the peak of
the Israeli war of ap
gression on the coastal
enclave that erupted on
October 7, 2023.

Besides the field hos
pitals in Gaza, the Jor
dan Armed Forces-Arab
Army  established the
Jordanian field hospital
in Wablus in late Novem
ber 2023,

The Kingdom, in co

operation  with  the
World Central Kitchen,
had also dispatched a
mobile bakery with a
production capacity of
3,500 loaves of bread per
hour to Gaza.

Other humanitarian
programmes  include
the land bridge for aid
delivery, the Restoring
Hope Initiative, which
provides  prosthetics
for amputees and the
evacuation of criti
cal cases to Jordanian
hospitals.

CARC chief, US ambassador explore
ways to enhance aviation partnership

ANMMAN (JT) Chief
Commissioner of the
Civil Awiation Regula
tory Commission (CARC)
Dhaifallah Farajat on
Sunday met with US
Ambassador to Jordan
James Holtsnider and his
accompanying  delega
tion to discuss a number
of issues of mutual inter
est in the civil aviation
sector

During the meeting,
the two sides reviewed
CARC's strategies to
modernise and develop
air navigation systems
and upgrade infrastruc
ture and technical capa
bilities in line with the
latest internationally rec
ognised standards and
requirements for avia
tion safety and security,
the Jordan News Agency,
Petra, reported.

They also discussed
ways to strengthen co
operation and exchange
technical expertise, par
ticularly in capacity
building and the train
ing and gqualification of
personnel working in the
aviation sector, in a mowve
aimed at improving in

CARC photo

Chief Commissioner of the Civil Aviation Regulatory Commission Dhaifallah Farajat on
Sunday meets with US Ambassador to Jordan James Holtsnider to discuss a number of issues
of mutual interest in the civil aviation sector

stitutional performance
and boosting the strate
gic partnership between
the two countries in this
vital secton.

Farajat  commended
the existing cooperation
with the US, stressing
the commission's com
mitment to expanding
the partnership and ben
efitting from advanced

expertise and technolo
gles to further develop
Jordan's civil awviation
sector.

The US ambassador
praised CARC's efforts in
addressing regional de
velopments while keep
ing Jordanian airspace
open to air traffic.

He also highlighted
the standing of the King

dom’s civil aviation sec
tor, expressing the US
readiness to continue
technical cooperation
and coordination.

The delegation includ
ed the embassy's Com
mercial Attache Eric Kash
and Economic Adviser
Patrick Chow, alongside
members of the CARC
hoard of commissioners.
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Cabinet approves Roads Law amendment
to secure road maintenance funding

B 40m wastewater financing agreement approved to expand networks in
Amman, Karak

B Draftinternal aud

ANMDMAN (JT) The
Cabinet, during a ses
sion chaired by Prime
Minister Jafar Hassan
on  Sunday, approved
the 2026 draft amend
ment to the Roads Law
and referred it to the
Legislation and Opinion
Bureau to complete the
constitutional  proce
dures.

The amendments aim
to develop the legislative
framework  gowverning
the roads sector, secure
sustainable funding for
road maintenance and
rehahilitation, and en
courage investment and
public-private partner
ships in road projects,
according to a Prime
Ministry statement.

Under the draft law,
toll road projects would
be regulated through
a dedicated regulation
setting fees, collection
procedures and exemp
tions. Revenue collected
by the Ministry of Pub
lic Works and Housing
would be allocated to
road maintenance and
Improvement, providing
a sustainable funding
source for developing
the road network.

The amendments
would also allow toll
road projects to be im
plemented and oper
ated in partnership
with the private sector
or through other invest
ment models permit
ted under applicable
legislation, helping at
tract local and foreign
investment.

The amendments are
also expected to acceler
ate major road projects,
improve  connectivity
between pgovernorates
and economic and com
mercial centres, en
hance road network ef
ficiency and safety, and
support economic activ
ity, the statement said.

The Cabinet also ap
proved a 40 million euro
financing agreement
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The Cabinet on Sunday approves the 2026 draft amendment to the Roads Law

with the German Devel

opment Bank (KfW) for a
sustainable wastewater
project expected to ben

efit around 1.45 million
people.

The agreement repre
sents the first of three fi
nancing tranches aimed
at expanding wastewa
ter services across the
Kingdom. It will fund
sewerage networks in
Karak Governorate and
the expansion of waste
water networks in east
ern and south-western
Amman.

The first package in
Karak is scheduled to
begin in early 2027,
while work on the ex
pansion projects in east
ern and southwestern
Amman is expected to
start in the first quarter
of the same year.

The projects are ex
pected to benefit around
600,000 people  in
south-western Amman,
725,000 in eastern Am
man and 125,000 in Ka

rak Governorate.

The Cabinet also ap
proved an amended Ve
hicle Plates Regulation
for 2026, allowing dis
tinguished wehicle reg
istration numbers, cur
rently offered through
public auctions, to be
sold directly under con
ditions set by the Driv
ers and Vehicles Licens
ing Department.

The amendment aims
to broaden access to
these numbers beyond
public auctions and give
the department greater
flexibility in making
them awvailable to meet
buyers® requirements.

The Cabinet approved
the justifications for
a draft Internal Audit
Regulation for the Pub
lic Sector of 2026 and re
ferred it to the Legisla
tion and Opinion Bureau
to complete the consti
tutional procedures.

In line with Royal di
rectives and the Public
Sector Modernisation

Roadmap, the regula
tion aims to strength
en intermal controls,
governance, integrity,
transparency and ac
countability across pub
lic institutions.

The draft establishes
a unified legislative and
professional framework
for internal auditing,
addresses differences in
existing organisational
structures and over
sight practices, rein
forces the independence
of internal audit units,
and defines the respon
sibilities of povernance
officials, senior man
agement and internal
audit directors.

It also sets compe
tency and quality re
quirements in line with
international standards
issued by the Institute
of Internal Auditors,
while providing for a
public sector internal
audit guide based on
international standards
and best practices.

it bylaw endorsed to strengthen public sector oversight
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The regulation seeks
to move internal awdit
ing beyond traditional
compliance checks to
wards an independent,
risk-based function that
provides objective as
surance and advisory
SErvices.

It would enable audi
tors to assess govern
ance, risk management
and internal controls
identify shortcomings
and recommend correc
tive measures.

The new framework
is  also expected to
strengthen staff capa
bilities, improve audit
quality, reinforce ac
countability for imple
menting recOmMmen
dations and enhance
public resource man
agement and govern
ment services. It would
promote  coordination
between internal and
external auditing while
preserving their respec
tive independence and
mandates.

Jordan-Europe conference promotes
investment in high-value industries

New Amra City offers investment

opportunities in tourism, real estate

AMMAN (JT) Inwest
ment opportunities  in
electric wehicle assem
bly, automotive compo
nents, pharmaceuticals
and medical equipment
are among the advanced
manufacturing  projects
presented at the Jordan
Europe Investment Con
ference 2026.

The conference will be
held next Thursday at
the King Hussein Bin Ta
lal Convention Centre at
the Dead Sea under the
patronage of His Majesty
King Abdullah, with the
participation of European
Commission  President
Ursula von der Leyen. It is
expected to bring together
maore than 700 leaders, in
vestors, decision-makers,
companies and financial
institutions.

Featured under the
high-value industries pil
lar of the conference’s
investment portfolio, the
projects aim to attract Eu
ropean companies and fi
nancing institutions with
advanced  technologies,
technical expertise and
access to international
markets, Al Mamlaka TV
reported.

The portfolio includes a
proposed electric wehicle
assembly plant with an
annual production capac
ity of up to 15,000 passen
ger cars, using imported
components. The facility
would cover body assem
bly, painting, battery in
tegration, final assembly
and testing through inter
national partnerships.

Another  opportunity
involves establishing
an automotive electrical
wiring harness factory
in Amman Governorate,
covering 30,000 square
metres, including around
15,000 square metres of
industrial and admin
istrative buildings. The
facility is designed to
accommodate  approxi
mately 360 workstations
for wire preparation, con
nector assembly, electri
cal testing and packaging.

In the pharmaceut
cal sector, the portfo
lio includes a facility
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to produce active phar
maceutical  ingredients
for oncology medicines,
initially covering six com
pounds with an annual
design capacity of 40,000
kilogrammes.

It also features a bi
osimilar manufacturing
plant equipped for sterile
filling and quality con
trol, alongside a project
to  manufacture and
maintain medical infant
incubators.

Industrial ventures es
tahlished in development
zones are eligible for in
centives, including a re
duced corporate income
tax rate of 5 per cent, ex
emption from sales tax
on required poods and
services, and customs ex
emptions on machinery
and production inputs.
Additional incentives are
linked to local employ
ment, value added and
export performance.

New Amra City is also
among the projects being
presented to European in
vestors at the congerence,
offering  opportunities
in tourism, real estate,
sports, logistics and re
newable energy.

Located near Amman
and Oueen Alia Interna
tional Airport, and close
to regional trade cor
ridors, the planned city
benefits from access to
transport infrastructure,
services  and  regional
markets.

Among the proposed
investments involves es
tablishing and operating
a theme park under the
city's master plan, fea

turing rides, attractions,
retail outlets, restaurants,
cafes and visitor services.

The theme park's first
phase will cover around
290,000 sguare metres,
out of a total planned area
of 573,000 square metres.
The project is designed
under a model that al
lows specialised tourism
developers to undertake
its design, construction
and operation.

The wider urban devel
opment project is expect
ed to create opportunities
across several economic
sectors, including con
struction, engineering, in
dustrial materials, trans
port, energy, water and
commercial services, with
private sector imwolve
ment in developing and
operating facilities.

A conference session
scheduled for Wednesday,
titled "New Amra City:
Smart and Sustainahle
Urban Development Op
portunities”, will high
light the project's first
phase and opportunities
for private sector partici
pation in developing and
operating its facilities
through  public-private
partnerships.

The initiative is aligned
with the gquality of life,
investment and future
services priorities of the
Economic Modernisation
Vision. It also reflects His
Majesty King Abdullah's
directives in the Speech
from the Throne to ac
celerate major projects to
support economic devel
opment and improve citi
zens' livelihoods.

Fhoto courtesy of Foreign Ministry

Foreign Ministry Secretary General Ambassador Daifallah Fayez on Sunday receives copies of
the credentials of the newly appointed ambassadors of Sudan and Sri Lanka to the Kingdom

New Sudanese, Sri Lankan
ambassadors present credentials

AMMAN (JT) — Foreign
Ministry Secretary Gen
eral Ambassador Dai
fallah Fayez on Sunday
received copies of the
credentials of the newly
appointed ambassadors
of Sudan and Sri Lanka
to the Kingdom.

Kazakhstan, Jordan showcase more than

By Mai Anati
AMMAN — A photo ex
hihition documenting

more than three decades
of cooperation between
Jordan and Kazakhstan
opened in Amman on
Sunday, highlighting key
milestones in political,
economic and cultural
relations between the two
countries.

Entitled “The Republic
of Kazakhstan and the
Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan: A History of Co
operation”, the exhibition
was organised by the Ka
zakh embassy, with the
support of the Ministry

Fayez received the
credentials of Sudanese
Ambassador Kamal ali
Taha, who has been
appointed as an ac
credited and resident
ambassador to Jordan,
according to a ministry
statement.

of Culture and the Royal
Cultural Centre.

The exhihition features
52 photographs and ar
chival documents show
casing the development
of bilateral relations

He also received a
copy of the credentials
of S5ri Lankan Ambas
gador J M. Vipulathi
laka Aponsu, who has
been appointed as an
accredited and resi
dent ambassador to the
Kingdom.

IT phaota
A photo exhibition documenting more than three decades
of cooperation between Jordan and Kazakhstan opens in
Amman on Sunday

and areas of cooperation
since their establishment.

The opening ceremony
was attended by Minis
ter of Culture Mustafa
Al Rawashdeh and Ka
zakh Ambassador Talgat

Jordanian exports to EU rise
11.4% in first eight months of 2026

AMMAN (JT) — Nation
al exports to EU mar
kets rose 11.4 per cent in
the first eight months of
2026, reflecting growing
competitiveness and ex
panding opportunities
for nmational industries
in European markets,

Jordan and Amman
Chambers of Industry
Chairman Fathi Jagh
bir said that exports to
Belgium rose by 46 per
cent, followed by the
Netherlands at 45.9 per
cent and Germany at
16.3 per cent, the Jor
dan News Agency, Petra,
reported.

Among nontraditional
markets, exports to Den
mark surged by 2B0.2
per cent, followed by
Foland at 243.2 per cent
and Romania at 143.8
per cent, he added.

Jaghbir said Jordan

Shaldanhay, alongside
representatives of Jorda
nian public institutions,
members of the diplo
matic corps and the Kaza
kh community in Jordan.

In his remarks,
Shaldanbay thanked the
ministry and the Royal
Cultural Centre for their
support, highlighting the
longstanding friendly re
lations bhetween the two
countries and their con
tinued development.

He also outlined Kaza
khstan's ongoing political
and economic reforms,
noting that the exhibition
aims to introduce visitors
to key milestones in bi

IT file

Mational exports to EU markets rose 11.4 per cent in the first

eight months of 2026

had wuntapped export
potential worth approx
imately $926 million
in European markets
across several sectors,
including garments,
chemicals, pharmaceu
ticals, medical supplies,
engineering, electri
cal industries and food

lateral political dialogue,
economic  partnership
and cultural and humani
tarian cooperation.

For his part, Rawash
deh praised the embas
sy's initiative, describing
the exhibition as a cultur
al bridge between the two
countries and highlight
ing its role in strength
ening friendly ties and
creating opportunities for
further cooperation.

Following the opening
CETEMONY, guests toured
the exhibition and sam
Fled traditional Kazakh
cuisine, gaining insights
into the country’s cultural
heritage.

processing.

He also pointed to
further opportunities
in Italy, Spain and Cen
tral and Eastern Eu
rope, highlighting the
potential to diversify
export destinations and
increase the presence
of Jordanian products

Army foils drug smuggling, infiltration attempts

AMMAN  (JT) The
Eastern Military Region
on Sunday foiled an at
tempt to smuggle a large
quantity of narcotics
into the Kingdom using
guided balloons, the Jor
dan Armed Forces-Arab
Army (JAF) said.

Border Guard units de
tected the balloons head
ing towards Jordanian
territory at dawn and
intercepted them, bring
ing them down inside the
Kingdom. The seized nar
cotics were confiscated
in coordination with mil
itary security agencies
and the Anti-Narcotics
Department before being
referred to the relevant
authorities for legal ac
tion, according to a JAF

across the EUL

Jordan Exporters
Assoclation Presi
dent Senator Ahmad

EKhudari said the EU's
simplified rules of ori
gin agreement had sig
nificantly boosted food
exports, stressing the
importance of expand
ing Jordanian compa
nies’ participation in
major Eurcpean trade
exhibitions.

These include Anuga
in Cologne, SIAL in Par
is, Private Label in Am
sterdam and exhibitions
across Scandinavian EU
countries, which pro
vide opportunities for
Jordanian producers to
promote their products
and establish business
links.

European  Chamber
of Commerce in Jordan
Chairman Mohammed

Smadi said exports to
the EU had reached
around JD411 million,
while imports from the
bloc had declined by 7
per cent, reflecting im
proving trade dynamics
supported by the Eco

nomic Modernisation
Vision.

Smadi identified
promising  investment

opportunities in phar
maceuticals, fertilisers,
textiles,  wvalue-added
agriculture, cosmetics,
information  technol
ogy, digital services and
Ereen eNergy.

He called on Europe
an companies to estab
lish joint manufactur
ing wentures in Jordan,
noting the potential to
use the Kingdom as a
base for exporting to re
gional and international
markets.
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The Eastern Military Region on Sunday foils an attempt to
smuggle a large quantity of narcotics into the Kingdom

using guided balloons

statement.

Also on Sunday, the
Northern Military Re
gion foiled an infiltration
attempt by an individual
to illegally cross the
border:

Border Guard forces
detected and appre
hended the individual

in accordance with the
established rules of en

gagement before refer
ring him to the compe
tent authorities for legal
proceedings, the JAF said
in a separate statement.

The JAF reaffirmed its
continued efforts to pro
tect the Kingdom's bor
ders and sovereignty and
prevent illegal activities
that threaten national
security.
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ASEAN representatives pose for a group photo with the representatives of ASEAN Youth in

Manila on Sunday

ASEAN seeks 'calibrated
engagement' with Myanmar

MANILA (AFP) — South
east Asian leaders agreed
on Sunday on pursuing
a ‘“calibrated engage
ment” with Myanmar's
post-coup  povernment,
according to a joint state
ment, as the regional hloc
seeks a path towards nor
malisation.

Myanmar is stll a
member of the Associa
tion of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), but it
has been frozen out of
high-level meetings since
a military junta seized
power in a coup in 2021

Thailand has been
leading efforts to normal
ise relations with Myan
mar since coup leader
Min Aung Hlaing was
installed as civilian presi
dent this year following
elections  dismissed by
monitors as a charade.

Bangkok has called
for a "calibrated engage
ment” with Myanmar in
an effort to implement
ASEAN's “five-point con
sensus” (SPC) plan aimed
at ending the war be
tween the military and a
coalition of pro-democra
cy rebels and ethnic mi
nority ammed groups.

ASEAN leaders meeting
in Manila adopted that

language in ecalling for
the pursuit of “a calibrat
ed engagement with My
anmar through a phased
and progress-based ap
proach, taking into ac
count developments on
the ground"’, according to
the joint statement.

“Subject to sustained
and concrete progress in
the implementation of the
5PC by Myanmar, ASEAN
may consider the gradual
restoration of Myanmar's
full political representa
tion,” the statement said.

The five-point plan
has yielded little in the
half-decade since it was
agreed to, with Philip
pine President Ferdinand
Marcos conceding at a
May summit he had not
seen  "any progress in
Myanmar”.

On Sunday, in opening
remarks at an ASEAN
leaders’ retreat in Ma
nila, he repeated a ques
tion he had posed to the
group six months earlier:
“What more can we do for
Myanmar?"

‘I hope our session
leads to practical and
forward-looking  discus
sions on how we can
further advance the im
plementation of the five

point consensus, make
our efforts more respon
sive to the realities on
the ground, and support
a peaceful, inclusive, My
anmar-owned and Myan
marled process," he said.

The ASEAN bloc's ro
tating chair will pass at
the end of this year from
the Philippines to  Singa
pore, a city-state analysts
say opposes normalising
ties with Myanmar.

In 2028, it will be the
turm of Thailand, which
shares a long border with
Myanmar and is lead
ing the charge for closer
relations.

“We believe it's crucial
to have someone at the
tahle who can really talk
on policy issues because
engagement requires
that they have someone
who can really convey to
us the position of Myan
mar," Thai Foreign Minis
ter Sihasak Phuangketke
ow told AFP in Singapore
on November 5.

“This is not about..
recognising...  upgrad
ing their position. But I
think in reality, what is
important is that we need
someone at the table who
can speak on behalf of

Myanmar."

Israeli strike in Gaza kills senior
member of Hamas military wing

OCCUPIED JERUSA
LEM |(AFFP) Israel
said on Sunday its forc
es had struck a senior
militant from Hamas
military wing, which
confirmed the death of
one of its commanders
in Gaza.

Samir Abu Younis,
who played a key role
in planning Hamas's
October 7, 2023 sur
prise attack on Israel,
was killed on Saturday,
according to a state
ment from the Islamist
movement's Al Qassam
Brigades.

“A short while ago,
the IDF and ISA struck
a senior terrorist in Ha
mas's military wing,"
the Israeli military
gsaid in a joint state
ment with the internal
security agency Shin
Bet.

It said Younis had
taken command of
Al  Qassam's Rafah
Brigade two maonths
earlier after his pred
ecessor was killed in
September.

The military accused
him of ordering attacks
against Israeli soldiers.

"He was killed yes
terday evening.. in a
cowardly assassination
operation,” the Al Qas
sam Brigades posted on
Telegram.

It said Younis was
"among the most im
portant  commanders
involved in the planning
and supervision of the 7
October attack”.

A security source told
AFF shortly after mid
night that Younis died
in a strike “targeting
him moments ago in Al
Mawasi, west of Khan
Younis",

Gaza's civil defence

¥

AFP photo

Mourners carry the flag-draped bodies of some of the 70 Palestinians recovered from under the rubble of buildings destroyed
in Israeli strikes, in Jabalia, northern Gaza

spokesman, Mahmoud
Bassal, told AFP the
agency had received the
body of Younis, 53, and
said two people were
wounded in the strike
in Gaza's south.

At his funeral on Sun
day afternoon, a crowd
was gathered around
the body, which was
wrapped in a green Ha
mas flag with a weapon
placed on top, AFP foot
age showed.

Israel and Hamas
hawve accused each other
of violating the ceasefire
that came into effect in
October 2025, after two
yvears of war triggered
by the October 7 attack.

While the US-backed

truce has largely sub
dued the fighting, Israel
has kept up regular
strikes in the territory.

Deadliest day

In recent days, attacks
appear to have inten
sified in Gaza's south,
according to AFP jour
nalists.

Six people were killed
on Thursday in a bomb
ing at Nasser Hospital
in Khan Yunis, while
seven others died else
where in the strip, ac
cording to Palestinian
EmEergency services.

The 13 deaths made
it the deadliest day
in Gaza since Israeli

legislative elections on
October 27.

Israel's military said
the strike on the hospi
tal targeted a senior Ha
mas official and other
members of the group's
armed wing, which it
accused of using the
facility as a command
centre.

Israel has long ac
cused Hamas of using
medical sites for mili
tary purposes, which
the Palestinian move
ment denies.

Since the start of the
ceasefire, more than
1,600 Palestinians have
been killed in Gaza, ac
cording to an AFP tally
based on data from the

territory's health min
istry, which operates
under Hamas authority
and whose figures are
considered reliable by
the United Nations.

During the same pe
riod, the Israeli mili
tary has reported the
loss of seven soldiers,
as well as one civilian
contractor.

Former Israeli army
chief Gadi Eisenkot
is currently locked in
negotiations to  form
a governing coalition
but his rival, caretaker
prime minister Ben
jamin MNetanyahu, re
mains responsible for
the country's military
operations.

—
Jadll
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Announcement for Special Tender No. (10/RFAO/HCC/2026)
For Specialized Training Courses to The Ministry of Public Works & Housing

(MPWH) Funded by the U.S Government

1) The Ministry of Public Works and Housing (MPWH) through the Special Procurement Committee
(SPC), invites qualified American companies specializing in training and capacity building services
to submit proposals for participation in this Tender. The Offeror must be A U.S. Company legally
established and specialized in training and capacity building services and have valid American
Certificate of Incorporation, Commercial Registration (or its equivalent).

2) Scope of Work: The Ministry of Public Works and Housing (MPWH) is initiating a training program
aimed at enhancing the skills and expertise of its engineenng personnel, parficularly those involved
in school infrastructure sector. This efiot to advance staff proficiency includes specialized
engineering fraining courses focused on site supervision and various engineering disciplines.
Specifically designed for MPWH engineers, these courses will introduce internationally recognized
methodologies and standards in both site supervision and engineering in addition to focused
management soft skills. This initiative highlights MPWH's commitment to developing a highly skilled
workforce capable of applying the latest industry practices and achieving excellence in infrastructure

development.

3) The American companies can get a copy of tender documents (Free of Charge) no later than
Thursday November 26, 2026 at (3:00 pm) (Amman local time) by sending an email fo

(procuremen.clarifications-itservices@mpwh.gov.jo) with a copy of valid American Certificate of

Incorporation, Commercial Registration (or its equivalent).

4) Tender Timeline

Last date to request
tender documents

Last date fo send the
clarifications

Closing date

Opening the technical

offers

November 26, 2026 at
(3:00 pm)

December 3, 2026 at
(3:00 pm)

December 21, 2026 at
(12:00 pm)

December 21, 2026 at

(3:30 pm)

5) The Special Procurement Committee (SPC), the MPWH or the .S Government reserves the right
to cancel or re-tender the tender without stating the reasons and without thereby incurring any liability

to offaror,

6) The Tender is tax exempted, and will be funded through a grant received from the U.S
Govemment, award of any Conftract requires compliance with all U.S Government requirements
specified in the Contract Documents and subject to U.S Govemment review and approval.

7) The tender shall be deposited in MPWH building (SPC) hall 6th floor, not later than Monday
December 21, 2026 at (12:00 pm) (Amman local time).
8) For further information and to view the tender invitation, please visit the Ministry of Public Works
and Housing website www. mpwh.qov.jo

9) Advertising costs shall be bome by the successful offeror, regardless of the number of extensions.
10) Clarifications shall be sent, and responses received, via the fallowing email addrass: -

procuremen.clarifications-itservices@mpwh.qov.jo

Chairman of the Special Procurement Committee
Eng. Waseem Ismail Aladwan

Peru's Amazon people look

to Pope as environmental protector

YARTNACOCHA, Peru
IAFP) — Fernando Cartei
ro remembers the good
old days when his home
in the Peruvian Amazon
was lush with wildlife, as
lizards darted around on
the ground, monkeys frol
icked and sloths lazed in
thick groves of trees.

Now, thanks to de-for
estation, he laments that
his children will never see
such natural wonders.

Carteiro and other In
digenous people are hop
ing that a visit on Sunday
from Pope Leoc XIV will
shine a light on the de
struction of their once vi
brant habitat.

The 71-year-old US
born Pope arrived in Pera
on Wednesday as part of
a grueling 12-day tour of
Latin America even as he
recovers from surgery for
lung cancer just a month

apgo.

The Pontiff has visited
Lima, rural communi
ties like Santa Cruz de
Succhabamba, a remote
spot in the Andes at an
altitude of 2,000 metres,
and even the coastal city
of Chiclayo where he used
to serve as bishop.

And on Sunday he will

AFF photo

Pope Leo XIV waves outside Cusco Cathedral in Cusco, Peruy,

on Sunday

venture into Peru's huge
slice of the Amazon to lis
ten to Indigenous people
and stories of deforesta
tion wrecking their lives.
Leo will also bless and
water a tree called a shi
huahuaco — an Amazon
species that can live for
more than 1,000 years but

is prized by loggers.

Greatest source
of suffering

Carteiro, an  Indig
enous leader, told AFP
that deforestation "is the
greatest source of suffer
ing that we have in the

Amazon, along with min
ing".

He wears clothes made
from the shiny tropical
plant fiber called jute,
and a crucifix around his
neck.

Carteiro and some 200
families live on a river
island in an area called
Yarinacocha, and get
by mainly by receiving
tourists.

The island still has
plenty of trees, although
they are sometimes
threatened by forest fires.
But one species that used
to be abundant is now
scarce, because of defor

estation: A small bushy
riverside tree called the
CEITI CAML

So  Carteiro  planted
camu camu seeds around
his house, which is made
of logs and perched on
tall pillars to stay safe
when the Ucayali River
runs high.

He wants his kids to
have what he did a
wild, healthy rainfor
est just outside their
door, free from fires and
loggers.

‘I want my children to
be able to breathe fresh
air. This is my main de
sire from the Pope. I know
he will raise awareness
among  many  people”
said Carteiro, who is 53.

From 2001 to 2024 Fera
lost 3.2 million hectares
of Amazon forest, mainly
in the jungle regions of
Ucayali, Madre de Dios
and Loreto, the environ
ment ministry says.

“The message that he
can give is not just to
Feru. It will be for the
whole world," Carteiro
said of the pope.

“And this is what we
will most feel This is
what we wvalue, that he
will speak on our behalf.”

Thousands of Arab nomads ordered to leave SE Niger

ABIDJAN (AFP) Sev
eral thousand Arab no
mads from the Mahamid
tribe, who have lived for
decades in south-eastern
Niger, have been told to
leave the country by the
end of the year, local au
thorities said on Sunday.

Niger's military regime
has accused the Maha
mid of supplying weap
ons and logistics to Boko
Haram militants active in
the region.

“This is a very firm di
rective from the country's
highest authorities: The
Mahamid must retumn

home by December 31,
2026 — a strict deadline,”
a senior official in Niger's
Diffa region told AFE.

The Diffa region, a pri
mary settlement for the
nomadic community,
has been hit by extrem
ist violence from Boko
Haram and its rival fac
tion ISWAP for more than
a decade.

Governor General Ma
hamadou Ibrahim Baga
doma gave the military
ultimatum to Mahamid
representatives at a meet
ing on November B, said
a municipal official who

was present.

In April, in a message
addressed to governors
in Diffa and neighbouring
Zinder, Niger's interior
ministry activated an ex
pulsion plan, citing "seri
ous security consequenc
es resulting from the
irregular settlement of
the Mahamid®.

The ministry asked
governors to “carry out
an exhaustive identifi
cation of the Mahamid®
to “systematically with
draw [theil Nigerien
civil  status documents

national identity card,

passports”.

It also told them “to or
ganise their repatriation
to their country of origin®
and to "prevent their re
turn” to Niger.

“Seizures of weapons
and wvarious pieces of in
telligence gathered from
2023 to 2026 point to the
alleged involvement of
certain individuals from
the Mahamid commu
nity in supplying terrorist
groups in the Lake Chad
Basin with arms, ammu
nition and other logisti
cal resources,” Bagadoma
said in August.
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The Ministry of Education and Human Resources Development, the EU and UNICEF launch a Z0-million-euro programme to improve learning outcomes in 300

schools across Jordan

Ministry, EU, UNICEF launch programme
to address learning gaps in 300 schools

AMMAN (JT) The
Ministry of Education
and Human Resources
Development, the Eu
ropean Union (EU} and
UNICEF have recently
launched a 20-million
pUre programme to im
prove leaming outcomes
in 300 schools across
Jordan, with a focus on
strengthening children’s
reading and mathemat
ics skills.

The School-based
Transformation for
Learning Recovery

(STALR] programme will
also support teachers,
strengthen the role of
families and local com
munities in education
and provide psychoso
cial support, Al Mam
laka TV reported.
Speaking at the launch
ceremony at Jabal Al
Shamali School in the
Southern Ghor, Ministry
Secretary General for
Educational Affairs Na

waf Ajarmeh said that
the programme offers
a practical approach
to addressing learming
gaps and strengthen
ing students’ core skills,
particularly literacy and
TUMETACY.

He said the initiative
also aims to improve
teaching practices and
create  safe, inclusive
learning environments
that respond to stu
dents’ needs and indi
vidual differences.

Ajarmeh  highlighted
the role of schools and
their administrative and
teaching staff in ensur
ing the programme’s
SUCCESS, describing
teachers as the corner
stone of the educational
process and schools as
the setting where plans
and strategies translate
into learning outcomes.

UNICEF Representa
tive to Jordan Mare
Rubin said children who

struggle with reading
and mathematics often
find it harder to grasp
new lessons, adding that
appropriate support can
help them catch up and
regain confidence.

With EU support,
UNICEF will work
with the ministry to
help teachers respond
to children’s learning
needs and enable more
students to remain in
school and succeed, he
added.

Head of the Govern
ance and Human Devel
opment Team at the EU
Delegation to Jordan
Marie Horvers said eq
uitable access to quality
education was a core EU

priority.
She said the 20-mil
lion-euro initiative

would support 20,000
children in improving
their reading skills and
40,000 in strengthen
ing their mathemat

ics abilities through a
structured partnership
with the ministry and
UNICEFE.

The programme builds
on previous reading re
mediation interventions
that helped children
improve their literacy
skills, gain confidence
and participate more ac
tively in classrooms, she
added.

It also draws on re
sults from a pilot math
ematics support project
in 12 schools, where
evaluations showed im
proved understanding
of basic mathematical
COnCEpts.

The launch wisit in
cluded two classroom
sessions and a focus
group discussion with
teachers trained under
the programme at the
school.

Through the pro
gramme'’s professional
development framework,

teachers will strengthen
their ability to identify
leaming gaps and adapt
teaching methods to
children's needs, includ
ing those of children
with disabilities.

School principals,
teachers and education
al counsellors will also
work more closely with
parents and caregivers
to address barriers to
attendance, engagement
and learning, while sup
porting children at risk
of dropping out.

UNICEF will imple
ment the programme
in partnership with the
ministry from 2026 to
2029 through ministry
systems in six selected
education directorates.

Supporting  Jordan's
Education Strategic Plan
2026-2030, the initiative
aims to help children ac
quire the foundational
skills needed to progress
in their education.

Al M ap oo

Francophone summit opens
with DR Congo, Rwandan clash

FHNOM PENH [(AFP)

A summit of French
speaking nations
opened on Sunday in
the Cambodian capital
Phnom Penh, with lead
ers including France's
President  Emmanuel
Macron seeking to avoid
a walkout by the group's
biggest African member.

The Organisation
Internationale de la
Francophonie (OIF), a
post-colonial entity re
sembling the Common
wealth, gathers around
90 states and nations
including 53 full mem
bers, from the Demo
cratic Republic of Congo
to Canada.

But the two-day talks
are being overshadowed
by tensions between two
men, DR Congo Presi
dent Felix Tshisekedi
and FRwanda's Paul
Kagame, and a row over
the organisation's new
head.

Rwanda's Louise
Mushikiwabo has led
the OIF for eight years
and is running for a
third term, but the DR
Congo is strongly op
posed — and has threat
ened to quit the organi
sation if she is reelected
on Monday.

Kinshasa ACCUSES
Bwanda of supporting
the M23 armed group's

activities inside DR
Congo, which Kigali
denies.

Last year Mali, Niger
and Burkina Faso with
drew from the OIF after
successive coups that
saw Paris-friendly gow
ernments replaced by
pro-Russian juntas.

The departure of
DR Congo the sec
ond most Francophone
country after France
with 57.3 million speak
ers, according to the
0OIF — would be a major
blow.

In his opening speech
to an audience that in
cluded Cambodia's King
Norodom Sihamond and
Prime Minister Hun
Manet, Macron called
for unity.

The enlargement of
the OIF, which promotes
economic and cultural

SIGNING CEREMONY
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French Ambassador toCambodia Olivier

Richard ({left)

exchanges an agreement with aCambodian official during
a signing ceremony at the Peace Palace in Phnom Penh on

Sunday

cooperation, “requires
us to build consensus
in order to preserve the
union”, the French presi
dent said.

Warning against “in
ternal fractures” in the
organisation, he said:
“We must ensure that
we preserve what con
stitutes its strength
namely, its unity.”

France's influence

The row has revived de
bate owver the influence of
France, the former colo
nial ruler of many mem
ber states and the Fran
cophonie organisation's
biggest donor.

Bwanda  has de
nounced Paris's inmvolve
ment in the election of
a new secretary general,
saying Macron asked
Kagame to withdraw his
candidate — a request it
said it rejected.

The news raised eye
brows. “With that in
tervention we're going
backwards, to the idea
that France decides,” one
member of a non-African
delegation said on Sat
urday on condition of
anonymity.

France had supported
Rwanda’s Mushikivwabo
in 2018 as ties warmed
between Paris and Ki

gali, but had publicly
expressed neutrality in
this year's contest.

After mews of Ma
cron’s efforts emerged,
his office on Saturday
said Paris had suggested
both the Congolese and
Rwandan  candidates
withdraw in the inter
ests of unity.

DR Congo has pro
posed Juliana Lumum
ba, the daughter of
national hero Patrice Lu
mumba, but said on Sat
urday it could withdraw

her candidacy if Rwanda
did likewise.
This would make

former Romanian prime
minister Dacian Ciolos
the favourite, accord
ing to summit sources,
although Mauritania's
Coumha Ba, a former
minister, is also running.

Canada — the second
bipgest donor, providing
25 percent of the budget,
represented in Cambodia
by Prime Minister Mark
Carney has stressed
the need for consensus.

Macron is the first
French president since
1993 to visit Cambodia,
once part of France's In
dochina colonies where
just 0.16 per cent of the
population currently
speaks French, accord
ing to the OIF.

(zechs stage huge rally against public-media funding overhaul

FRAGUE (AFP) Hun
dreds of thousands of
Czechs rallied in Prague
on Sunday against the
nationalist government's
plan to overhaul public
media funding, which
critics see as a threat to
press freedom.

The government of
billionaire Prime Minis
ter Andrej Babis wants
to switch from funding
Czech TV and Czech Ra
dio through licence fees
paid by viewers and lis
teners to payments from
the state budget.

Opponents  say the

move will stifle media
freedom as it will make
the outlets more depend
ent on the state.

“We need to keep media
independent. The govern
ment is taking steps to
control them, cut their
funding and affect what
they broadeast,” compu
ter programmer Jan Sna
sel told AFP at the rally.

Mikulas Minar, head of
the Million Moments for
Democracy group organ
ising the rally, said that
‘between 350,000 and
450,000 people” showed
up on the sunny Sunday

afternoon.

Many wore triangular
paper hats similar to a
popular animated char
acter from Czech TV that
has become a symbol of
the protest, while oth
ers sported banners say
Ing “we won't give media
away”.

Bahis's coalition, com
prising his catch-all ANO
Party, the farright SPD
and the Eurosceptic Mo
torists, insists the plan
will not affect editorial
independence or pro
gramme content bt
broadeasters need to cut

costs.

The proposal has al
ready led to several large
street protests since Cul
ture Minister Oto Klempir
introduced it in April.

Thousands demon
strated last month after
the parliament rushed
through a bill outlining
the plans in a controver
sial overnight wote in the
first of three readings,
turning the time of the
vote — 436 into an
other symhbol

On November 3, Czech
TV and Czech Radio staff
went on a one-day strike,

AFP photo

Participants protest against the nationalist government’s plan to owverhaul public-media

funding in Prague on Sunday

while thousands includ
ing university students
rallied across the country.

But Sunday's

rally  bis government.
spilled over into a broad
er protest against the Ba

‘I have come to sup

port free media, Czech

TV, Czech Radio, but also
culture, environment pro
tection, there are so many
issues. It's not only about
media,” Prague teacher
and researcher Lucie Faj
frova said.

Protesters also target
ed farright parliament
speaker Tomio Okamura,
the SPD chairman.

Minar presented a pe
tition calling on the gov
ernment to withdraw the
media financing bill, but
also to dismiss Okamura,
accusing his “pro-Rus
sian SPD" of endangering
national security.

‘Inside Gaza' wins best documentary
at Montreal’s Cinemania film festival

MONTREAL (AFF)
“Inside Gaza®, a docu
mentary that follows
journalists from glo
bal news agency AFP
after the October 7,
2023 attack, received
the Best Documentary
Film award at Mon
treal's Cinemania Film
Festival.

Directed by Helene
Lam Trong, the
72-minute film follows
the daily lives of four
AFP journalists who
bear witness to the dif
ficulties of reporting
in a war-torn territory
largely closed off to in
ternational media.

The film is compiled
from material pro
duced by the team on
the ground, as well as
from interviews con
ducted after they left.

Israel launched an
ENOTTNONS military

Palestinian boys ride a raft in the Mediterranean Sea, along the Gaza City on Sunday

campaign  following
October 7 attack, pul
verizing swathes of
Gaza in attacks that

have left 73,000 peo
ple dead, according to
Gaza Health Ministry,
whose figures are con

sidered reliable by the
United Nations.

The film also won
the People's Choice

Award at the festival
on Saturday.

Adel Faanoun, AFP's
Gaza bureau chief
and one of the film's
four protagonists, ac
cepted the awards in
Montreal.

He dedicated the
win to all the jour
nalists “killed in this
crazy and dirty war
in Gaza" and to those
“who still work on the
ground without food,
without water, with
out internet, without
anything.”

He called on people
worldwide to “continue
to support journalists
not only in Gaza,” but
“everywhere for media
freedom.”

The film has won
multiple interna
tional awards and
is eligible for Oscar
contention.

Cabinet approves holding municipal,
Greater Amman Council elections

Continued from page1
It also seeks to
strengthen mecha

nisms for handling ob
jections and electoral
appeals and improve
coordination among the
authorities responsible

for overseeing the elec
toral process.

The regulation covers
all stages of voter reg
istration, including the
publication and cor
rection of woter lists,
as well as the review
and resclution of ap

plications and ohjec
tions submitted in this
regard. It also identifies
the courts responsible
for hearing electoral
appeals, in line with
the relevant legal provi
sions, according to the
statement.

Iran says supertanker with 2 million

barrels of oil sank in Gulf

Continued from page 1

The American mili
tary recently claimed
to have cleared all
mines from the main
routes through the
waterway.

“Over the past few
hours, two oil tank
ers travelling along an
unauthorised route in
the southern part of

the Strait of Hormuz
struck naval mines, re
sulting in massive ex
plosions and fire,” the
Islamic Rewolutionary
Guard Corps said in a
statement carried by
state TV.
“One of these vessels
a super tanker car
rying over two million
barrels of crude oil
sank in the southern

waters of the Persian
Gulf," the statement
added.

It did not specify the
names or origins of the
tankers.

In recent weeks
Tehran has made
multiple announce
ments saying ships
had caught fire in the
strait, often claiming
they struck mines.
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Microsoft’s outage exposes
cloud concentration risk

odern economic orthodoxy
| \ }I holds that cloud centralisation
is the ultimate engine of cor
porate efficiency, yet, a global disrup -
tion days ago proved how rapidly that
engine can become a systemic liability.
For more than twenty-four hours, a la-
tent configuration error inside Micro
soft's infrastructure severed the pri
mary digital arteries of sewventy-four
nations, erasing an estimated $7 billion
in global productivity. From European
stock exchanges forced back onto tele-
phone and facsimile disclosures to pub
lic hospitals in the United Kingdom and Canada declaring
infrastructure emergencies, the November 2026 outage
demonstrated that software dependency has evolved into
macroeconomic exposure. What was dismissed initially
as a routine network glitch guickly revealed a sobering
structural reality: When commercial, financial and sowver-
eign institutions converge onto a single vendor's architec
ture, a localised technical misstep ceases to be an opera
tional inconvenience and becomes an immediate threat to
economic continuity.

At the core of this vulnerability lies the phenomenon of
cloud concentration risk, wherein the vast majority of cor
porate, financial and public institutions rely on a handful
of hyperscale providers like Microsoft for mission-critical
operations. In an interconnected digital ecosystem, effi-
ciency is frequently purchased at the expense of redundan
cy. When Microsoft's Exchange Online stalled, the impact
was not confined to delayed e-mails; it cascaded instanta-
neously into scheduling platforms, cloud storage and en
terprise Al agents that depend on underlying application
programming interfaces to function. Even rival artificial in
tellipence (AI) platforms experienced collateral disruption,
illustrating that the much-vaunted AI revolution rests atop
a remarkably narrow physical and software foundation. For
economists and financial regulators, the lesson is unmis-
takahle: When a single vendor's network routing table be-
comes a global single point of failure, technology ceases to
be a mere commercial utility and effectively becomes sys-
temic infrastructure.

The economic fallout of this blackout was not distrib
uted evenly across the business landscape. While multina
tional corporations possessing dedicated technical teams
and backup servers managed to improvise workarounds,
small and medium-sized enterprises suffered an immediate
operational freeze. Lacking the financial bandwidth to in
vest in redundant software suites, smaller firms saw their
invoicing, client communications and inventory tracking
halt overnight. Simultaneously, government ministries, bor-
der control agencies and judicial courts experienced acute
administrative backlogs, demonstrating that cloud disrup-
tions do not merely delay commercial transactions — they
stall essential public governance. In effect, systemic down-
time acts as a regressive economic tax, penalising smaller
businesses and public institutions that have no viable alter
native to standardised cloud infrastructure.

Equally revealing is the structural asymmetry embedded
within standard cloud Service Level Agreements. Under pre-
vailing commercial contracts, an outage lasting slightly over
twenty-four hours within a monthly billing cycle may entitle
enterprise clients to service credits worth a fraction of their
subscription fees — a token rebate that bears zero relation
to the billions of dollars in foregone revenue, stalled sup
ply chains and reputational damage suffered by end users.
This mismatch exposes a classic market failure: Hyperscale
providers capture the full economic upside of market con.
solidation, while the tail risks of systemic outages are exter
nalised onto businesses, taxpayers and public institutions.
As long as downtime liabilities remain capped at nominal
subscription refunds, market incentives alone will remain
insufficient to compel the architecture of true, cross-plat.
form fault tolerance.

For emerging economies and ambitious digital hubs like
Jordan, this global disruption carries particular strategic
resonance. As the Kingdom accelerates its public-sector
digital transformation, expands fintech adoption and posi
tions itself as a regional technology exporter, building dig-
ital trust requires more than high-speed connectivity and
modern software procurement. National resilience demands
that critical sectors — especially banking, healthcare, cus-
toms and public administration — embed operational con-
tinuity into their digital blueprints from day one. Relying
exclusively on a single ecosystem like Microsoft without lo-
cal fail-safes or offline settlement mechanisms, risks turn
ing administrative modernisation into operational exposure
during external disruptions beyond national borders.

Addressing this challenge requires moving beyond tradi-
tional cybersecurity frameworks — which focus primarily
on defending against malicious external attacks — toward
comprehensive operational resilience repulation. Central
banks and financial supervisors are increasingly recognis-
ing that hyperscale cloud providers must be subjected to
systemic stress-testing, mandatory concentration limits
and strict third-party risk governance comparable to those
imposed on systemically important financial institutions.
On the corporate level, chief financial officers and boards
of directors must begin pricing cloud downtime as a core
operational risk, investing in multicloud architectures, out-
of-band emergency communication channels and periodic
analog drills that ensure wital transactions can proceed
even when the cloud goes dark.

In my opinion, the true cost of the November 2026 i
crosoft outage will not be measured merely by twenty-four
hours of stalled inboxes, but by whether policymakers heed
its warning before the next inevitable disruption. From an
economic point of wiew, digital transformation was never
meant to strip institutions of operational autonomy. By
governing cloud infrastructure with the rigor applied to
power grids and monetary systems, economies can secure
innovation without risking daily survival.

Hoszsam Haddad

Jordan and Europe: A partnership
investing in the future

he Jordan-EU Investment
TCnnference, scheduled for

19 November at the Dead
Sea, opens an important door for
Jordan's economy. The country's
close relationship with Europe of-
fers greater scope for projects and
partnerships that bring together
finance, technology, expertise and
access to markets. Held under the
patronage of His Majesty King Ab-
dullah, with the participation of
European Commission President
Ursula wvon der Leyen, the confer
ence gives this effort strong politi
cal backing and brings inwvestors
and financial institutions together
around specific opportunities.

The government has announced
more than forty investment op-
portunities with a combined wal-
ue exceeding $15 billion, target
ing participation by more than
seven hundred leaders, investors
and decision makers. This figure
represents the walue of the op-
portunities on offer, rather than
agreements already concluded. It
nevertheless conveys the scale of
the work being prepared and the
areas in which Jordan can attract
partners to develop, finance and
implement projects.

For an economy of Jordan's
gize, bringing even some of these
projects  into operation could
make a meaningful difference
to production, employment and
services. A new factory buys from
suppliers, employs workers and
needs transport, maintenance, fi
nancial and engineering services.
A company introducing advanced
technology gives its employees
experience they may later take to
other businesses or use to estab
lish ventures of their owmn. In this
way, the benefits of investment
spread through the economy and
extend beyond a project’s initial
financing.

The conference forms part of
the Strategic and Comprehensive
Partnership launched between
Jordan and the European Union
in January 2025, backed by a fi-
nancial and investment package
of approximately 3 billion euros
for 2025-2027. The package in
cludes 640 million euros in grants,

around 1.4
billion euros
in additional
investment
through Eu
ropean finan
cial  instru-
ments, and 1
billion euros
in  conces-
sional loans
under mac-
ro-financial
assistance.
Each instru-
ment SeTves a
different pur-
pose, broad-
ening the options available to sup-
port reforms, develop projects and
attract financing.

The opportunities focus on tech
nology, energy, high-value indus-
tries, logistics, infrastructure and
water security. There is a clear eco-
nomic rationale for this selection.
A factory seeking to expand needs
water, energy and reliable trans-
port; a digital business neads de-
pendable connectivity and skilled
people; and an exporter needs a
quality product it can deliver on
time. Investment across these sec-
tors can therefore reinforce itself
while improving operating condi-
tions for existing businesses.

In technology, the conference
presents opportunities inm soft-
ware, artificial intelligence, cloud
computing, data centres and sem
iconductors, including design,
assembly, testing and packaging.
These fields offer Jordanian engi-
neers and programmers opportu-
nities to work with international
companies from their own coun
try and gain expertise in special
ised activities whose products
and services can be exported. We
can then export products rather
than people — our most wvaluable
asset.

These opportunities become
more valuable when investment is
linked to training. & company that
works with a university or train
ing institution and gives students
and graduates practical experi
ence helps connect education with
employment. Such partnerships

ECONOMIC
REVIEW

Yusuf Mansur

deserve a place in the arrange
ments emerging from the confer-
ence, making skills development
part of each project from the out
set.

Among the prominent projects
to be showcased are the Agaba
Digital Hub and the Agaba-Am-
man Water Desalination and Con-
wveyance Project. Both have impli-
cations beyond their immediate
sectors. Digital infrastructure
serves a wide range of businesses
and activities, while a reliable wa-
ter supply allows households and
enterprises to plan with greater
confidence. A factory or hotel can-
not confidently expand if securing
water remains a Concern.

Water projects also create op-
portunities for Jordanian compa-
nies in engineering, operations,
maintenance, treatment and re
use. Partnerships with European
firms can provide technologies
and expertise that can be applied
locally, and potentially offered lat.
er in markets facing similar needs.
This is one way that meeting a do
mestic need can help build a spe-
cialised economic activity.

In energy, the opportunities
include renewable generation,
storage, grid development, green
hydrogen and green ammonia. In-
vestment in storage and networks
can improve the use of renewable
electricity, while export-oriented
projects offer scope for long-term
relationships with European buy-
ers and partners. These projects
need sound cost assessments,
financing plans and purchase
agreements. The conference brings
together parties capable of work-
ing jointly to put those arrange-
ments in place.

In industry, the areas on offerin
clude pharmaceuticals, chemicals,
food processing, electronics and
textiles. European partnerships
provide an important opportu
nity to develop products, improve
quality and reach more custom-
ers. The impact may begin with a
supply agreement for an existing
Jordanian factory, followed by ex.
panded production lines and new
hiring. An ongoing relationship
with an international buyer gives

No war, no peace : The Iran trap

t first glance, Washington's
Azpparent retreat from an-
ther military confronta-
tion with Iran seems like a wel.
come development. President
Donald Trump and Secretary of
State Marco Rubio increasingly
appear to favour economic sanc-
tions and sustained pressure
over renewed military action. Yet
what looks like a step away from
war may conceal a more trou-
bling reality: The emergence of a
prolonged confrontation with no
credible path to resolution.

The political calculations in
Washington have changed. Fol
lowing the midterm elections, the
costs of another military cam-
paign have become increasingly
difficult to justify. Rising energy
prices, economic pressures and
the uncertain prospects of a de-
cisive victory have weakened the
political case for further escala-
tiom.

But avoiding another war is
not the same as pursuing peace.

This is the central contradic-
tion in Washington's emerging
approach to Iran. Military force
may have lost some of its appeal,

but diplomacy has not neces-
sarily taken its place. Instead,
the United States appears to be
moving toward a strategy of in-
definite pressure, designed to
contain and exhaust Iran with
out offering a clear political set-
tlement.

For Trump, this may seem like
a manageable compromise. He
can avoid the immediate costs of
war while preserving economic
leverage and military deterrence.
For the Gulf, however, the impli
cations are considerably more
dangerous. An increasingly iso
lated Iran may seek to counter

Trump after the midterms: A new political
reality and unfinished foreign policy battles

By Amer Sabaileh

he Democrats' wictory in
I securing majorities in both
the House of Bepresenta.
tives and the Senate in the No-
vember midterm elections places
President Donald Trump in a dif
ferent political environment, one
in which his ahility to advance his
domestic agenda will be increas-
ingly constrained and congres-
sional owersight of his adminis-
tration will expand. However,
the implications extend beyond
Washington, raising guestions
about how the administration
will manage its foreign policy pri
orities as the confrontation with
Iran enters a highly sensitive
phase, while other issues, includ-
ing Cuba, remain open to differ-
Ent scenarios.

Until the mew Congress con-
venes on January 3, Trump re-
tains a limited political window
to work with the current congres-
sional configuration. He may seek
to consolidate certain decisions
or accelerate executive measures
before Democrats assume control
of both chambers. Nevertheless,
losing congressional majorities
does not automatically give him
greater freedom in foreign policy.
Instead, it introduces additional
constraints related to funding,
oversight and investigations, po
tentially limiting his ability to
translate priorities into sustain
able policies.

The more important question is

how Trump will respond to this
reality. Rather than focusing ex-
clusively on containing domes
tic political losses, he may move
towards reshaping his team, re-
distributing responsibilities and
seeking foreign policy outcomes
that can be presented as achieve-
ments during the final two years
of his presidency. This does not
mean escalation is inevitable, but
it explains why changes within
the administration and the posi
tions of key figures deserve par
ticular attention.

A significant distinction is
emerging between Vice President
JD Vance and Secretary of State
and National Security Adwiser
Marco Rubio. Vance has been in
volved in leading the diplomatic
track concerning Iran but has
expressed reservations about the
costs of war, linking them to the
Republicans' electoral losses.
Rubio, meanwhile, has emerged
as one of the administration’s
strongest advocates of maintain
ing pressure on Tehran.

Trump's direct instruction to
Vance to step away from the Ira-
nian negotiations and focus in
stead on domestic issues inwvolv-
ing Democratic-controlled states
and cities reflects a clear redistri
bution of responsibilities. It also
signals the President's conviction
that the Iranian situation requires
a different approach, potentially
strengthening Rubio's position
as the central figure coordinat-
ing American policy. Rubio has

defended the confrontation as
necessary to prevent Iran from
acquiring a nuclear weapon, with
his approach more closely associ
ated with maintaining pressure
to achieve American objectives.
This is not simply a difference
between two personalities, it re-
flects competing assessments of
the costs of confrontation, the
limits of negotiations and the out-
comes Washington can ultimately
accept.

The Iranian situation is no long-
er simply a matter of stalled nego
tiations or the possibility of con
frontation. It has become a test of
how an ongoing war is managed
and whether military superior-
ity and economic pressure can be
translated into a sustainable po-
litical settlement. Continued pres-
sure on Iran's economy, alongside
the naval blockade of its ports and
the challenges surrounding mari-
time security in the Strait of Hor
muz, provides Washington with
significant leverage. At the same
time, however, it increases the
costs of confrontation for energy
markets, American allies and re-
gional stability. The objective may
not necessarily be an open-ended
war, but rather the imposition of
new negotiating conditions from
a position of strength.

Coordination with Israel re
mains essential, particularly in
intelligence sharing, risk assess-
ment and military preparedness.
However, coordination does not
automatically mean identical pri-

a factory greater confidence to
plan and expand investment.

Transport and logistics projects
support this expansion. The pro
gramme covers ports, airports,
railways, regional connectivity
and infrastructure partnerships.
Improvements in transport times,
reliability and costs strengthen
the competitiveness of Jordanian
products. Developing these serv-
ices also expands Jordan's role
in serving neighbouring markets
and increases the economic value
of its location.

The inclusion of sector-specific
sessions and direct meetings be-
tween businesses, gowvernment
agencies and financial institutions
is particularly useful. These meet-
ings address the details investors
need before making decisions:
Target markets, financing, licenc-
es, the role of local partners and
the allocation of responsibilities.
As those details become clearer,
projects move closer to implemen-
tation.

Jordan's private sector has an
essential role to play. Local com-
panies know the market and hawe
relationships and expertise that
can make them partners in pro
duction, supply or service deliv-
ery. Their involvement from the
early stages helps extend the ben-
efits to small and medium-sized
enterprises and bring investment
to more governorates.

The conference’s importance
lies in placing specific opportuni
ties before partners with finance,
technology and access to markets.
Jordan brings its own strengths
to this partnership: Skilled peo
ple, established businesses and
projects the country needs. After
the meetings comes the work of
following through on understand
ings, developing them and facili
tating implementation. When an
opportunity becomes a produc
ing factory, an exported service or
an operating project employing
Jordanians, the partnership with
Europe becomes part of people’s
lives and the economy's future.

The auithor is a former Jordanian minister of
State for Econormic Affairs.

American pressure by threaten
ing maritime security and energy
flows through the Strait of Hor
muz.

The result could be a region
trapped in a permanent state
of uncertainty, where economic
pressure, military threats and
strategic miscalculations rein-
force one another.

The most dangerous scenario,
therefore, may not be another
war. It may be an open-ended
crisis in which neither side is
willing to settle the conflict and
neither has a credible strategy
for bringing it to an end.

orities or a joint decision to ex-
pand military operations. Each
gide maintains its own calcula
tions regarding security, deter-
rence and the costs of escalation.

Cuba, meanwhile, may return
to the forefront of American for-
eign policy as part of a broader
approach aimed at increasing
pressure on Washington's adwer-
saries. However, the instruments
available for dealing with Cuba
differ considerably from those
involved in the Iranian confronta
tion. The two issues should not be
treated as part of the same stra
tegic trajectory simply because
they feature among the adminis-
tration's priorities.

The coming period may there-
fore be defined by repositioning
rather than simply escalation.
Trump faces an opposition-con-
trolled Congress, growing do
mestic pressures and an Iranian
situation carrying significant re-
gional and international costs.
The gquestion is not whether he
will inevitably choose escalation,
but how he will balance military
power, the preservation of negoti
ating channels and the pursuit of
political outcomes before the end
of his presidency.

The challenge is no longer
simply moving from diplomacy
to confrontation, but determin-
ing how American power can be
employed to impose new politi-
cal conditions, and what conse-
quences this approach may have
for regional security and stability.
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Global Entrepreneurship Week 2026 kicks off in Jordan on Sunday, with nearly 1,400 activities
planned across the governorates

Global Entrepreneurship Week 2026 kicks
off in Jordan with nearly 1,400 events

AMMAN (JT) — Global
Entrepreneurship Week
IGEW) 2026 kicked off
in Jordan on Sunday,
with nearly 1,400 activ

ities planned across the
governorates to pro

mote entrepreneurship,
innovation and support
for start-ups.

The 18th edition of
the week is organised
by the Oueen Rania
Centre for Entrepre
neurship (QRCE) at
Princess Sumaya Uni
versity for Technol
ogy (PSUT), in strategic
partnership with Zain
Innovation Campus
(ZINC) and the Ministry
of Digital Economy and
Entrepreneurship, umn
der the theme “Entre
preneurs Thrive Here.”

According to a state
ment by Zain Jordan,
this year's programme
includes nearly 1400
activities across all
governorates, with 190
partners taking part in
the initiative.

Minister of Digital
Economy and Entre
preneurship Sami
Smeirat said the week
provides an impor
tant opportunity to
strengthen cooperation

among  stakeholders
in Jordan's entrepre
neurship ecosystem

and move beyond the
exchange of ideas to
wards building part
nerships, and creating
tangible opportunities
for entrepreneurs.

He stressed that the
success of the entre
preneurship ecosystem
should not be measured
solely by the number of
start-ups launched, but
also by their ability to
expand, create jobs and
generate added walue
for the national econ
omy, the Jordan News
Agency, Petra, reported.

The ministry is work
ing with its partners
to improve the enwvi

ronment for entre
preneurship,  dewvelop
entrepreneurial skills

and enable start-ups
to benefit from sup
port programmes, in

centives, financing and
investment opportuni
ties, as well as access to
markets, Smeirat said.
He also underscored
the importance of en
suring that these op
portunities reach
entrepreneurs in  all
governorates and
maintaining direct en
gagement with them
to identify their needs
and the challenges fac
ing their businesses.

This year's
programme
includes
training
sessions,
workshops,
panel
discussions,
networking
opportunities...

P5UT President We

jdan Abu Elhaija, said
GEW is an internation
al initiative that brings

together entrepreneurs,

innovators, investors,
mentors, policymak
ers and supporting

institutions to encour
age entrepreneurship
and expand access to
knowledge, opportuni
ties and networks.

She said the QRCE
leads the initiative in
Jordan as a national
platform bringing to
gether
private  sector, aca
demic and non-profit
institutions, enabling
partners to organise
activities across the
Kingdom.

Launched in Jordan
in 2009, the initiative
has reached all gover
norates and attracted
more than 450,000
participants since its
inception, Abu Elhaija

government,

said.

This year's pro
gramme includes
training sessions,
workshops, panel dis
cussions, networking
opportunities, compe

titions and other ac
tivities aimed at sup
porting entrepreneurs
and those interested in
innowvation.

She added that the
initiative's added wal
ue lies in coordinat
ing existing efforts,
enabling participating
institutions to reach
wider audiences and
strengthening links
among entreprensurs,
investors, mentors and
EXpETtS.

Director of QRCE Mo
hammad Obeidat, out
lined five main themes
for GEW Jordan 2026;
youth and future skills,
technology and artifi
cial intellipence, wom
en's entrepreneurship
and economic inclu
sion, green entrepre
neurship and sustain
ability and the blue
ECONOMY.

Meanwhile, Zain Jor
dan said its strategic
partnership with the
QRCE reflects its com
mitment to strength
ening cooperation
between the private
sector and specialised
entrepreneurship  in
stitutions, as well as
fostering a culture of
innowvation.

Through ZINC, the
company will host more
than 40 activities at its
eight branches across
the Kingdom, covering
various aspects of en
trepreneurship, innova
tion and technology.

The activities will be
delivered by experts,
specialists and univer
sity academics, giving
young people across
the governorates op
portunities to exchange
knowledge, learn from
different experiences
and connect with spe
cialists in entrepre
neurship and innova
tion, the statement
said.

BUSINESS

RJ, Labour Ministry sign agreement
to expand aviation job opportunities

AMMAN (JT) Royal
Jordanian Airlines (R.J)
and the Ministry of
Labour have signed a
cooperation agreement
to expand employment
opportunities for Jor
danians in the aviation
sector

The agreement also
aims to increase the
use of the mnational
employment platform
"S8afjil*, to advertise
vacancies and recruit
qualified Jordanian
professionals.

In a statement Sun
day, the ministry said
the agreement builds
on existing cooperation
with the RJ and sup
ports efforts to create
career  opportunities
for young Jordanians
in line with the airline’s
operational needs, fu
ture plans and the em
ployment ohjectives of
the Economic Moderni
sation Vision.

Transport and La
bour Minister Nidal
Oatamin, stressed the
importance of private
sector partnerships in
expanding employment
opportunities, saying
cooperation with RJ
demonstrates the role
national companies
can play in supporting
employment initiatives

and empowering young
people, according to a
statement by the R.L.
He said His Majesty
King Abdullah's direc
tives to maintain co
ordination with the
private sector under
score the need for in
stitutional partner
ships that translate the

EMV into tangible job
opportunities.

Royal Jordanian Vice
Chairman and CEO
Samer Majali, said in
vesting in Jordanian
talent remains a central
pillar of the airline's
strategy and its contri
bution to national eco
nomic development.

He emphasised that
expanding COOPETE
tion with the ministry
would help the airline
attract qualified pro
fessionals and provide
more young Jordani
ans with opportuni
ties to build careers in
aviation.

Majali said the air

Fhoto Courtesy of Labsour Ministry
line's responsibilities
as the mnational car
rier extend beyond con
necting Jordan with
international destina
tions to supporting
the national economy,
developing local exper
tise and strengthening
the country's awviation
workforce.

Six vocational graduates
receive grants to start businesses

The
Training

ANMMAN (JT)
Vocational
Corporation (VTC),
in partnership with
UNICEF and the Busi
ness Development Cen
tre (BDC), on Sunday
signed grant agree
ments with six young
graduates to help them
launch their own busi
nesses under the Isnaa

project.
The grants will pro
vide equipment and

supplies to four men
and two women from
Ithid and Karak gover
norates, according to a
VTC statement.

The signing cer
emony was held at a
vocational training
institute in Madaba,
coinciding with Glo
bal Entrepreneurship
Week 2026, the Jordan
News Agency, Petra,
reported.

The praject combines
vocational skills train
ing with entrepreneur
ship support to help
graduates  establish
and manage their own
businesses. Training
covers business idea
development, plan
ning, financial man
agement, marketing
and preliminary feasi
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Royal Jordanian Airlines and the Ministry of Labour have signed a cooperation agreement to
expand employment opportunities for Jordanians in the aviation sector

bility assessments.
Speaking at the cer
emony, VIC Director
General Raafat Sa
wafin said the project
aims to expand gradu
ates' employment op
portunities to include
self-employment and

entrepreneurship, ena
bling them to turn their
skills into businesses
that can create jobs in
local communities.
BDC founder Nayef
Stetieh said vocation
al training should be
accompanied by op

portunities for young
people to put their
gkills into practice and
generate  sustainable
incomes.

He added that Isnaa,
part of the Azm pro
gramme, supports the
objectives of the Eco

nomic Modernisation
Vision by promoting
youth economic partic
ipation, entrepreneur
ship and employment.

UNICEF Representa
tive in Jordan Marc
Rubin said the project
provides  vocational
graduates with the
support and resources
they need to move from
training into entrepre
neurship and achieve
self-reliance.

Under the partner
ship, the VTC recruits
graduates and trainees
and links project activ
ities to their vocation
al skills, while the BDC
provides entrepre
neurship training and
mentoring to help par
ticipants dewvelop their
business ideas, with
support from UNICEF.

Launched in early
2026 under the Azm
Programime, Isnaa
is supported by the
Netherlands through
the PROSPECTS
partnership.

Following the sign
ing of the agreements,
the project will procure
and provide the equip
ment and materials
needed to launch the
graduates' businesses.

AVIATION

Direct Amman-Sharjah flights
operated from Amman City Airport

ANMDMAN (JT) — Jordan
Alrports Company (JAC)
announced the launch
of the first direct flights
between Amman and
Sharjah on Air Arabia
from Amman City Air

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE
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AMMAN (JT)

Amman Stock Exchange (ASE)
trading walue for Sunday amounted to JD9.7 mil
lion spread over 3.2 million shares that traded
through 2,999 transactions.

The ASE share price index shed 0.15per cent,
closing at 4047.26 points.

Out of 91 companies whose shares were traded,
the share price of 28 companies rose while the
share price of another 31 declined.

Topping the list of the companies whose shares
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gained the most were Jordan Decapolis Properties
by 4.65 per cent, Amwaj Properties by 4.35 per cent,
Sabaek Invest Company Fle. by 4.00 per cent, Jor

port (Marka), with four
tlights weekly.
JAC, in a statement
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CRICKET

New Bangladesh star Hridoy
hits century after Rabada blitz

JOHANNESEURG (AFF)

Rising batting talent

Towhid Hridoy hit a century on Sunday as Bangla
desh recovered from a fast bowling blitz by Kagiso
Rabada on the first day of the first Test against
South Africa. Hridoy made 137 in a Bangladesh
total of 327 for six before being dismissed off the
last ball of the day at the Wanderers. He shared
partnerships of 99 with Tanzid Hasan (67) for the
fourth wicket and 200 with veteran Litton Das (92

not out) for the sixth wicket

a record stand for

any wicket for Bangladesh against South Africa.
Rabada took the first five wickets for South Africa

three in a devastating opening spell and two off
successive deliveries when he returned to the at
tack immediately after lunch. But he had no fur
ther success and finished with five for 51 Marco
Jansen trapped Hridoy leg before wicket with a
swinging full toss to lift South African hopes of
finishing off the innings early on Monday with the
second new ball only four overs old.

GOLG

Mcllroy wins record-equalling
eighth Race to Dubai title

DUBAI (AFP)

Rory Mcllroy won his eighth Race

to Dubai title to tie the record of Scotland's Colin
Montgomerie after a dramatic final round of the
season-ending $10 million DP World Tour Cham

pionship on Sunday. The tournament itself was a
runaway win for England's Tyrrell Hatton (66) but
all eyes were on the fascinating battle between
Mcllroy and Spain‘s Eugenio Chacarra, playing a
group behind. It all came down to the 18th hole,
where Mcllroy made a disappointing par to fin

ish on 10-under par, but that was good enough for
a solo second place. That took his ranking points
to 5,044 86. Chacarra also could not get a birdie
on the final hole and closed with a 69 for a tied
third place at eight-under alongside Finland's Ol

iver Lindell (65). The European number one crown
was secured with a bogey-free round of five-un

der par 67, but it all came down to the par-4 16th
hole, where he hit a magnificent second shot to a
foot for the decisive birdie. Mcllroy started with
a birdie, but the momentum seemed to have been
halted over the next four holes, when he burnt the
edge on three but could not get a second birdie.
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Giannis, Thompson shine

as Heat scorch Pistons

LOS ANGELES (AFF}

Giannis Antetok
cunmpo  scored 34
points as the Miami
Heat's recent resur
gence continued with
a 137-117 upset of the
Detroit Pistons on Sat
urday.

Miami, who started
the NEA campaign
with a dismal four
game losing streak, im
proved to 7-6 to mowve
abowe .500 for the first
time this season with a
burst of scoring either
side of half-time.

After outscoring the
Pistons 31-21 in the
second gquarter, Miami
followed that up with
35 points in the third
gquarter to pull clear of
the visitors.

Antetokounmpo fin
ished with 34 points, 14
rebounds and eight as
sists while off-season
signing Klay Thomp
son drained six three
pointers on his way to

26 points.
Detroit star Cade
Cunningham who

had scored 52 points
in his previous outing
on Thursday — led the
Pistons with 33 points.
Detroit fell to 8-4 after
the loss.

“'m in a great
rhythm right now and
I'm gonna try and stay
in it as much as I can,”
Miami weteran Thomp
son said. “T'm having a
great time on top of all
that.”

Thompson's  flurry
of threes included one
directly after a su
perb between the legs
no-look pass from An
tetokounmpo that re

AFF photo

Giannis Antetokounmpo #7 of the Miami Heat drives against Kevin Huerter #27 of the Detroit Pistons during the third guarter
of the game at Kaseya Centre on Sunday in Miami, Florida

sembled an NFL snap.

“That was an incred
ible snap, long-snapper
style,” Thompson said.
“That was testament
to Giannis's skill level.
People get enamored
with his ability to dunk
and run, but my good
ness — he's like magic
at times with his wvi
sion. He just knew I
was in the corner.”

The Chicago Bulls
also enjoyed an upset

victory, taking down
the high-flying Min
nesota Timberwolves
117-106 on the road in
Minneapolis

The Bulls grabbed
only their third win of
the season to improve
to 3-9 against a Tim
berwolwves line-up look
ing to extend a five
game winning streak.

Norman Fowell
scored 23 points with
five rounds and three

assists while Matas
Buzelis had 18 points.
Buddy Hield impressed
from the bench, drain
ing four three-point
ers in a 16-point haul,
while Tre Jones also
finished with 16.

In Cleweland, Tyrese
Proctor's triple-double
helped the short-hand
ed Cavaliers claim a
127-117 wvictory owver
the Dallas Mavericks.

Froctor finished with

International women’s health and wellness retreat
focuses on empowerment, sustainability and heritage

AMMAN Bringing
together more than
100 influential women
leaders, actiwists and
media  professionals
from across the re
gion and beyond, the
12th Women's Health
& Wellness Retreat,
International Edition
celebrated the power
ful connection between
WOmen's BTN OWET
ment, sustainahil
ity and heritage, this
month.

Curated by Nakahat
‘Ailiyeh and Family Fla
vours magazines under
the theme of Sustaina
bility and Heritage, the
four-day experience, in
Agaba and Wadi Rum,
explored how personal
well-being, cultural
identity and environ
mental responsibility
can come together to
shape a more sustain
able future.

Deputising for
Princess Dana Firas,
UNESCO Goodwill Am
bassador for Cultural
Heritage Senator Hai
fa Najjar highlighted
the role of culture in
building communities,

strengthening iden
tity and safeguarding
heritage.

“This Retreat is part
of our ongoing efforts
to empower women and
support and strength
en Jordan's position as

Phiotos of Family Flavours

The Islamic City of Ayla is established around 650 AD, during the Rashidun Caliphate under Uthman Ibn Affan

a leading global well
ness tourism destina
tion,” stresses Hind
Lara Mango, member
of the Advisory Council
for Wellness Tourism
and publisher of both
magazines.

Field wisits high
lighting the connection
between sustainability
and heritage, through
visits to Islamic Ayla
and the Aqaba Church,
recognised as the old
est purpose-built
church in the world.

Participants BX
plored the shared
history of Muslims

and Christians who
lived together  in
peace and harmony,
reflecting values of
mutual respect and
understanding.
Guests included
prominent media pro
fessionals, such as Dr
Nimat Matari of Radio
Monte Carlo Doualiya,
Jocelyne Elia of the
London-based Asharg
Al Awsat newspaper

and media profession
al Sally Assad.
Expert-led discus
sions covered mental
health and wellness by
Leen Madanat and Ra
nia Saadi, media and
sustainability, genet
ics, with Turkish sci
entist Dr Serdar Savas,
the role of nature in
wellness, with Dr Am
ani Al Zaidan from Ku
wait, as well as herit
age and sustainability
by Dr Sawsan Fakhiry.
The selected Retreat
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Book of the Year was
“The Humdrums of
Culture” authored by
Sheikha  Alyaziabint
Nahyan Al Nahyan. The
session was facilitated
by Eman Malhaswith
key contributions by
Senator Haifa Najjar,
former Minister of Cul
ture. The meeting was
attended by a delega
tion from the United
Arab Emirates, retreat
participants and local
women leaders.

“The hook offers

24 points, 11 rebounds
and 10 assists for a
Cavaliers side miss
ing their entire regular
starting line-up, with
the likes of Donovan
Mitchell, James Hard
en and Jarrett Allen all
rested due to the team's
travel delay caused by
the nationwide ground
ing of flights in the US

on Friday.
Proctor, whose points
tally included four

three-pointers, wWas
backed by 22 points
from Mario Hezonja
while Meleek Thomas
added 20 as the Cawvs
improved to 7-7.

Special win

Former Clewveland star
KEyrie Irving led the
Mavs scoring with 34
points including
seven three-pointers
with Cooper Flagg add
ing 18.

“That's a special
team win,” Cleveland
coach Kenny Atkinson
said. “All the circum
stances, everything
around it — we kind of
went with our reserves.
It says a lot about our
young guys.

“We shouldn't’ be
surprised they've
been great since the
first day of training
camp. So it's great to
confirm that they've
made a real leap.”

Elsewhere Saturday,
the Denver MNuggets
improved to 7-4 with
a 116-108 defeat of the
New Orleans Pelicans
on the road.

Nikola Jokic led Den
ver with 26 points, 10
assists and eight re
bounds while Jamal
Murray added 23
points in a comfortable
win for the wisitors.
Zion Williamson led
New Orleans’ scoring
with 24 points as the
Pelicans slumped to a
sixth straight defeat.

In Memphis, the
Grizzlies improved to
9-4 after pounding the
hapless Brooklyn Nets
(3-9) 129-110.

THE JORDAN TIMES LI I E

FPhotos of Family Flavours

The Agaba Church was built sometime in the late third or the beginning of the fourth century,
as indicated by the pottery finds from its foundations

readers an enriching
intellectual and cul
tural perspective; it in
vites readers to gques
tion themselves and
society through depth,
engagement and a re
flective, critical mind
set,” says Najjar.

Site wisits were to
Wadi Bum and the
Arabian Oryx Beserve,
where the Agaba Spe
cial Economic Zone
Authority (ASEZA) re
introduced the oryx
into its natural habi
tat. This initiative rep
resents an important
example of ongoing

efforts to protect bio
diversity and preserve
wildlife.

Retreat participants
visited the Disi Wom
en's Cooperative where
they took part in plant
ing endangered desert
trees and plants and
experienced tradition
al practices such as
making shrak bread.
These activities offered
an opportunity to en
gage with local herit
age and with the local
Bedouin community.

The retreat's success
was made possible by
key partners: Royal

NOW °

Jordanian, ASEZA,
Ayla Oasis, the Agaba
Chamber of Commerce,
the Department of An
tiquities, alongside
sponsors and partners
from the public and
private sectors, includ
ing Signature by Cairo
Amman Bank, Zain, Hy
att Regency Agaba Ayla
Resort, Grand Hyatt
Amman, JETT, NatH
ealth, RISE Adwven
turePark, LEGENDA
Bookstore, eat Group,
Blue Fig Restaurant,
Romero Restaurant,
Trinitae and Al Burgan
Handicrafts.
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