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His Majesty King Abdullah chairs a meeting to review the progress of energy sectorinfrastructure

projects, accompanied by HRH Crown Prince Hussein

King chairs meeting to review
energy infrastructure projects

AMMAN (JT) His
Majesty King Abdullah
chaired a meeting on
Wednesday to review
the progress of energy
sector infrastructure
projects, particularly
electricity generation
and storage, as well as
energy port operations
projects,

During the meeting,
held at Basman Palace
and attended by HRH
Crown Prince Hus
sein, His Majesty em
phasised the need to

accelerate the imple-
mentation of priority
energy projects in or
der to meet rising de-
mand, reinforce supply
security and strength
en the stability and ef
ficiency of the power
system, according to a
BRoyal Court statement.

The Xing under
scored the importance
of fostering an attrac-
tive investment en
vironment to expand
renewable energy gen
eration and storage

Phato courtesy of Rayal Court

praojects, in order to di
versify energy sources
and increase reliance
on clean, local energy.
His Majesty also
highlighted the need
to continue upgrad
ing the electricity grid
to integrate more re
newable energy, and
directed officials to
develop the network
of energy-sector ports
and enhance their op-
erational efficiency.

Continued on page 5

strengthening
food security

plans — report

7

k wfi'i

cheaper oil

2w

King listens to Parliament’s

ANMMAN Par:
liament presented on
Wednesday its response
to the Speech from the
Throne, which His Maj
esty King Abdullah deliv
ered on Nowvember 2, to
inaugurate the 20th Par
liamemts third ordinary
session, according to a
Royal Court statement.
The Senate's response,
attended by HRH Crown
Prince Hussein, was de-
livered at Raghadan
Palace by Senate Presi
dent Faisal Fayez, who
emphasised that when
words are spoken by a
leader who embodies
the nation's history, they
constitute a pledge and
a responsibility, adding
that the Senate serves as
a voice for the nation, a
puardian of public inter
est, a bulwark safepuard
ing state institutions, and
a partner in nation-build
ing and modernisation.
Fayez stressed that ter
rorism cannot be com
bated by force of arms
alone, but rather through
social cohesion and the
strengthening of nation
al consciousness, and
praised the efforts of the
brave men and women of
the Jordan Armed Forces
Arab Army and security
agencies in protecting the

response to Speech from the Throne

Photo courtesy of Royal Court

His Majesty King Abdullah listens to Parliament’s response to the Speech from the Throne at Raghadan Palace, in the presence

of HRH Crown Prince Hussein

Kingdom.

He underscored that it
iz the Senate's duty is to
support every effort that
accelerates the comple-
tion of major projects, re
moves obstacles and en
sures that outcomes are

reflected in the national
economy, and that their
benefits reach all citizens.

Fayez also emphasised
that the Senate would
prioritise legislation and
policies relating to water,
and support efforts to

protect water resources,
develop water infra
structure, and ensure its
sustainahility for future
generations.

House Speaker Thrahim
Tarawneh, delivering the
House of Representa

tives" response, stated
that the insidious hand
of terror has never broken
the resolve of Jordanians,
who rally closer to their
nation and its leader

Continued on page 5

PM directs construction of multipurpose
hall in Madaba’s Umm Ar-Rasas

AMMAN (IT) Prime
Minister Jafar Hassan
has directed the con
struction of & multipur
pose hall in Umm Ar
Rasas District, Madaba,
to serve young people in
the area and neighbour
ing communities, as part
of povernment efforts to
address local needs and
improve public services.

The decision follows
field assessments by a
government team tasked
with monitoring the
needs of areas visited by
the prime minister dur
ing his periodic inspec
tion tours, according to
a post by the relevant
ministry on X.

During a visit to the
Umm Ar-Rasas sub
district in 2025, Hassan
directed targeted inter
ventions at the archaeo
logical site and support
for the Umm ArRasas
Women's Association to
expand its community
programmes, develop

People and security forces gather outside the Greek Orthodox Church in the village of Hmoud
in Karak after a shooting killed nine worshippers

Prime Minister Jafar Hassan during a field visit to Umm Ar-Rasas in Madabain September, 2025

handicraft products
and improve marketing
opportunities.

Hassan also directed
the second expansion of
the free school transport

project to cover areas
in the Southern Central
Badia, including Umm
Ar-Rasas, Northern
Mushairfeh and neigh
bouring communities,

Verdict expected Sunday in trial over deadly

Karak church attack — lawyer

By Rana Husseini

ANMDMNAN The State
Security Court (SSC)
is expected to issue

its werdict on Sunday
in the trial of five sus.
pects in the October
23 terrorist attack om
St George Church in

Hmoud, Karak Gover
norate, that killed nine

people.

Continued on page 5

starting with the second
academic semester in
February.

The expansion is part
of the povernment's
commitment to gradual

Iy extending the project
to areas across the cen
tral and northern King
dom, following positive
results from its initial
phase in the Southern
Badia, which helped ad
dress student transpor
tation challenges and
ease the financial bur
den on families, accord
ing to the ministry.

The first expansiom,
previously directed by
Hassan, increased the
number of beneficiar
ies from 9,000 to 12,500
male and female sto
dents, in addition to
around 900 teachers.

Implemented in
partnership with the
private sector, the up
coming phase  will
also introduce a smart
school transport appli
cation, allowing parents
to track students' jour
neys through integra
tion with electronic bus
tracking systems and
onboard cameras,

Jordan-EU Conference to highlight major
Investment opportunities in energy sector

AMDMIARN (JT) Jordan
will present a range of
investment opportuni-
ties in renewable energy,
electricity storage, natu
ral gas and green hydro
gen at the Jordanian-
European Investment
Conference, sched
uled on Novem
ber 19 at the
Dead Sea.
T "h. &
confer
ence will
be Theld
under  the
patronage  of
His Majesty King
Abdullah, with the par
ticipation of European
Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen.
More than 700 offi.
cials, investors and busi-
ness leaders are expect-
ed to attend the event,
which the government
said aims to strengthen
economic and inwvest
ment ties between Jor
dan and the European
Union and help mowve

proposed projects from
the planning stage to-
wards financing and
implementation.
Jordan's  imvestment

offering draws

on the Kingdom's abun
dant solar and wind re-
sources, as well as its
strategic infrastructure,
according to a statement
from the Ministry of
Energy.

The projects will be
presented under various
investment models tai-
lored to their individual
requirements, with the
broader aim of strength
ening energy security

SSC prosecutor wraps up investigation
into ‘terrorist’ attack against police officers

By Rana Husseini

ANNIAN The State
Security Court (SSC)
prosecutor on Wednes-
day levelled two charges
against a suspect who
killed a police officer
and injured another
in Amman earlier this
month.

The suspect allegedly
stabbed and killed Corp.
Jawad Ali Salayteh, who
was on duty in front of
a diplomatic mission on
November 5.

A second officer, Capt.
Firas Ananzeh, was
injured after attack-
ing and controlling the
suspect.

S5C General Prosecu
tor Brig. Gen. Judge Ah

mad Talat Shahaltough
said in a statement that
the prosecution con-
cluded its inwestipation
in the case.

The investigation had

:

' .. 1' LR :‘:E-_‘i'_."i':" —i -Flbiﬁ" ‘ﬁ I‘al}'_f._" :I. o -__E-"_

covered all necessary

procedures, including
hearing prosecution
witnesses, collecting

evidence from the crime
scene, documenting the

&

weapons and ammuni
tion used in the attack,
and questioning the
defendant suspected of
carrying out the deadly
attack in Amman, ac

and enhancing the com
petitiveness of the na
tional economy.

Among the key
projects on offer is the
Al Mujib pumped-stor-
age hydropower

project,  which
will have aca

pacity of

450 meg

awatts

(MW and
provide
seven hours

of electric-

ity storage. The

project  is  being

developed under a pub-

lic-private  partnership

(PPPI model, the state
ment said.

The facility is expect
ed to store surplus elec
tricity generated from
renewable sources and
release it during periods
of peak demand, helping
improve the flexdbility
and stability of Jordan's
electricity grid.

Continued on page 5

cording to Shahaltough.

The prosecutor filed
two charges apainst
the defendant, includ
ing committing terrorist
acts resulting in death,
in violation of Articles 2
and 7 of the Anti-Terror
ism Law and Article 76
of the Penal Code.

The defendant was
also charged with com
mitting terrorist acts
using weapons under
Article 7 of the Anti-
Terrorism Law, with ref
erence to Articles 2 and
7 of the same law and
Article 76 of the Penal
Code.

Shahaltough referred
the case to the S5C to
proceed with the trial as
stipulated by the law.
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Bulgaria seeks to deepen ties with Jordan through
trade, tourism and education — ambassador

By Saeb Rawashdeh

AMNMAN Jordanian
Bulgarian  relations,
established in 1964,
are rooted in decades
of mutual trust, diplo
matic cooperation and
shared strategic inter
ests, with both coun
tries secking to expand
their partnership in an
increasingly complex
regional and interna
tional environment.

Over the years, ties
between Amman and
Sofia have dewveloped
through high-level
visits, parliamen
tary exchanges, edu
cational cooperation
and growing cultural
engagement,

Bulgaria wviews Jor
dan as an important
partner in the Middle
East, while Jordan sees
Bulgaria as a valuable
gateway to the Europe
an Union and its single
market.

In an interview with
The Jordan Times,
Bulgarian  Ambassa
dor to Jordam Metin
Kazak discussed the
prospects for strength
ening bilateral rela
tions, highlighting op
portunities in trade,
investment, tourism,
education and eultur
al diplomacy, as well
as the two countries’
shared commitment to
regional stability.

Since assuming his
diplomatic duties in
October 2023, EKazak
said his pricrity has
been to build on the
longstanding  friend
ship between the two
countries and translate
it into practical coop
eration that delivers
tangible benefits for
both peoples.

He described Bulgar
ia-Jordan relations as
a longstanding friend
ship based on mutual
trust and respect that
has gradually evolved
into a partnership with
considerable potential
for further growth.

An important mile
stone during his tenure
was His Majesty King
Abdullah's  wvisit to
Bulgaria in April 2025
within the framework
of the Agaba Process
initiative, which, ac
cording to the ambas

Bulgarian Ambassador to Jordan Metin Kazak

sador, created new op
portunities to deepen
cooperation.

The wisit under
scored the importance
both countries attach
to maintaining active
political dialogue and
strengthening coopera
tiom in areas of mutual
interest.

Kazak said that clos
er engagement between
the two business com-
munities was another
priority, noting that
Jordan's strategic geo-
graphical location and
network of trade agree
ments complement
Bulgaria's membership
of the European Union
and access to the Euro-
pean single market.

He also identified
tourism as a promising
area for cooperation,
pointing to the histori
cal, cultural and natu-
ral attractions offered
by both countries.

Establishing a direct
air connection between

Sofia and Amman
would facilitate travel,
Encourage business

contacts and bring the
two peoples closer to-
gether, he said.

The ambassador also
highlighted the human
dimension of hilateral

relations, noting that
more than 1,500 Jorda
nians have graduated
from Bulgarian univer
sities over the years,

Many of these gradu
ates have established
successful carsers as
doctors, engineers,
economists and profes
gionals in other fields,
serving as important
bridges between the
two societies.

The embassy works
with the Association of
Bulgarian University
Alumni in Jordan and
supports the Bulgar
ian Sunday School "Sts
Cyril and Methodius"
in Amman, alongside
cultural initiatives
aimed at maintaining
these connections and
creating new opportu
nities for educational
exchange.

Kazak said that cul
tural diplomacy was
an important compo
nent of his mission,
citing Bulgarian cin
ema, cultural celebra
tions, and initiatives
bringing together Bul
garian and Jordanian
communities.

He stressed that last
ing relations between
countries depend not
only on official con

tacts but also on per-
sonal connections,
shared experiences
and a genuine appre
ciation of each other's
cultures.

Economic cooperation
and investment

Despite the strong po
litical and diplomatic
foundations, the am
bassador believes that
economic relations
have considerable
room for expansion.

A significant devel
opment in this regard
was the reestablish
ment of the Commercial
and Economic Affairs
Office at the Bulgarian
embassy in Amman at
the beginning of 2026.

Kazak described
the move as a tangi
ble expression of Bul
garia's commitment
to strengthening eco
nomic relations with
Jordan.

The office -assists
Bulgarian manufactur-
ers seeking export op
portunities in Jordan
and Jordanian com
panies interested in
entering the Bulgarian
market, establishing
trade partnerships or
exploring investment
opportunities.

Its work includes
providing market in
formation, identify
ing potential business
partners, facilitating
direct contacts and
coordinating with rel
evant institutions.

The embassy has al
ready been involved
in business inguiries
and matchmaking ac
tivities in several sec
tors, including agricul
ture, grain trade, food
processing, dairy prod
ucts, vegetable oils and
cosmetics.

Kazak said that the
embassy  introduces
Bulgarian producers
to potential Jordanian
importers and distrib
utors while also assist-
ing Jordanian entre
preneurs interested in
investing in Bulgaria.

The objective, he
added, is to turn ini
tial contacts into sus
tainable and mutually
beneficial business
partnerships.

Tourism is another

sector offering consid-
erable potential. Bul
garia has developed
a diverse tourism in-
dustry encompassing
seaside resorts, win-
ter tourism, cultural
attractions and spa
destinations, while
Jordan is internation-
ally recognised for its
historical and religious
heritage.

The embassy is work-
ing with Jordanian
tourism  institutions,
and holding discus
sions with the Royal
Jordanian Airlines to
promote tourism ex
change and explore
possibilities for restor
ing a direct air connec
tion between the two
capitals.

The ambassador also
pointed to cooperation
with Jordanian Cham-
bers of Commerce and
business organisa
tions, noting that prep-
arations were under
way to organise a busi-
ness forum in Bulgaria
in 2027.

The proposed forum
would bring together
representatives of the
Jordanian business
community and Bul-
garian companies to
showcase products
and services, hold
business-to-business
meetings and explore
opportunities in trade,
investment, indus
trial cooperation and
technology.

Kazak said that he
hoped the meetings
would lead to concrete
partnerships and joint
projects.

Religious and
cultural ties

Beyond politics and
economics, religious
and ecultural relations
have also played an im
portant role in bring
ing the two countries
closer.

Kazak recalled the
historic wisit of His
Holiness Bulgarian

Patriarch Damiil to the
Holy Land, including
Jeruzalem and Jordan,
in April 2025, at the in
vitation of HRH Prince
Ghazi Bin Muhammad.

During the visit, Pa
triarch Daniil and Pa-
triarch Theophilos III

of Jerusalem celebrat-
ed the Divine Liturgy
for the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Holy
Cross at the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre.

In Jordan, the Bul
garian Patriarch wis
ited several important
Christian sites, most
notably the Baptism
Site at Al Maghtas on
the Jordan River.

During the wisit,
Prince Ghazi offered
the Bulgarian Ortho
dox Church a plot of
land for the construc-
tion of a religious cen
tre, which is expected
to include ‘a chapel
built in the traditional
Bulgarian architectur
al style.

FPatriarch Daniil also
met King Abdullah in
Amman, During the au-
dience, the King invited
the Bulgarian Patriarch
to participate in the
celebrations marking
the 2,000th anniversa-
ry of Christ's Baptism
at Al Maghtas in 2030.

The ambassador said
that such initiatives
reflect the importance
of Jordan's Christian
heritage and its role
in promoting religious
coexistence and inter
faith dialogue.

Regional stability
and shared interests

Kazak also highlighted
the regional dimension
of Jordanian-Bulgari
an relations, praising
Jordan's constructive
role under the leader-
ship of King Abdullah
in promoting stahility,
dialogue and humani
tarian actiom.

Against the backdrop
of continuing crises
in the Middle East, he
said that the two coun
tries share an interest
in peace, security, re-
spect for international
law and a just and last-
ing resolution of the
Palestinian  guestion
baszed on the two-state
solution.

As a member of the
European Union, Bul
garia also attaches im-
portance to strength
ening dialogue between
Jordan and the bloc
and supporting closer
cooperation in areas of
common interest.

The ambassador be-
lieves that Bulgaria's
EU membership, com-
bined with Jordan's
strategic position in
the Middle East, cre-
ates opportunities ex
tending beyond bilat
eral trade.

Jordanian  compa
nies could benefit from
stronger links with Eu-
ropean markets, while
Bulgarian expertise
could contribute to de-
velopment projects in
Jordan and the wider
region.

Bulgaria could
offer competitive
products and
expertise in grain
production,
seeds, dairy
products,
agricultural
machinery, food
processing and
pharmaceuticals...

He identified dig

ital technologies, in
novation, infrastruc
ture and renewable

ENErgy as promising
areas for future coop
eration, alongside es
tablished sectors such
as agriculture and food
production.

Asked about the fu
ture of bilateral rela-
tions, Kazak said that
there was consider
able potential to move
beyond the traditional
foundations of friend
ship and achieve more
ambitious results.

He identified eco-
nomic cooperation,
trade, investment, ag
riculture, education,
tourism, technology,

defence and security as
priority areas.
Bulgaria could offer
competitive products
and expertise in grain
production, seeds,
dairy products, agri
cultural machinery,
food processing and
pharmaceuticals, while
Jordan could provide
an attractive business
environment, a skilled
workforce and access
to regional markets.
He emphasised the

need to  encourage
more direct contacts
between  companies,

facilitate business del
egations and identify
specific investment
projects.

Education and cul-
tural exchange should
also remain central
to the relationship, he
said, calling for more
academic exchanges,
scholarships, joint re
search and opportuni
ties for Jordanian and
Bulgarian students to
study in each other's
countries.

The embassy's sup
port for the Bulgarian
Sunday School in Am-
man and its participa
tion in cultural events,
including the Euro
pean Film Festival, are
part of broader efforts
to promote Bulgarian
culture and strength
en  people-to-people
relations.

Eazak also praised
the role of Jordanians
who studied in Bul
garia, describing their
experience and profes
sional  achievements
as an important foun
dation for continued
friendship between the
two nations.

Reflecting on his dip
lomatic mission, the
ambassador said that
strengthening  hilat
eral relations required
persistence, continu
ity and the ability to
transform  promising
discussions into prac-
tical outcomes.

“I am confident that,
with sustained politi
cal commitment and
closer engagement be-
tween our public and
private sectors, we can
take our bilateral rela-
tions to a more ambi
tious and productive
level," he said.
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The results of the Demographic Dividend Analysis study, launched on Wednesday, show that
the labour force participation rate reached 38.9 per cent in 2025, while youth unemploy ment
among those aged 20-24 stood at 41.5 per cent

Working-age Jordanians account
for 65.1% of population — study

ANDMAN (JT) — A total of
65.1 per cent of Jordan's
population is of work
ing age, 30.2 per cent of
the population is un
der 15 years old, and 4.8
per cent is aged 65 and
abowe, according to the re
sults of the Demographic
Dividend Analysis study
launched on Wednesday.

Using Mational Trans
fer Accounts, the study
presents an economic
analysis of demographic
shifts to support planning
under the Economic Mod
ernisation Vision, the Jor
dan MNews Agency, Petra,
reported

The study was launched
by the United MNations
Population Fund (UNFPA),
in partnership with the
Higher Population Council
(HPC) and the Department
of Statistics under the
patronage of Minister of

Flarming and Internation
al Cooperation Zeina Tou
kan, who chairs the coun
cil's board of trustees.
UNFPA Representative
in Jordan Himyar Abdul
mopghni stressed that a
favourable demographic
structure creates an op
portunity  for  growth,
emphasising the need to
translate it into broader

economic  participation,
productive  employment,
and better income rates.

HPC Secretary General
Issa Masarweh highlight
ed the strategic step of us
ing demographic evidence
in decision-making to ad
dress unemployment, in
crease youth and women's
labour participation, in
vest in vocational training
and protect human capital
against health risks.

Data showed that the
lahour force participation

rate reached 38.9 per cent
in 2025, while youth un-
employment among those
aged 20-24 stood at 41.5
per cent.

A 10 per cent increase in
wages for workers under
35 could raise the average
annual demographic divi
dend from 0.09 to 0.26 per
cent during the 2026-2040
period.

Female labour partici-
pation stood at 16.3 per
cent in 2025, compared
with 58.9 per cent for men.
Reducing the pender wage
gap by 25 per cent could
elevate the annual demo-
graphic dividend to 045
per cent, according to the
study.

The elderly population
aged 65 and abowve is pro
jected to exceed 10 per
cent by the sarly 2040s
and 20 per cent by the
mid-2070s.

Zaha Cultural Centre, IRCsign strategic partnership

to support e

AMMAN (JT) The
Zaha Cultural Centre
and the International
LRescue Committee
IIRC] on Wednesday
signed a strategic part
nership Memorandum
to promete early child
hood development, en-
gage parents and car
egivers, and support
children's social and
emotional learning in
Jordan by expanding
programmes and serv
ices for children and
families across the
FOVETOTALES,

Zaha Cultural Cen
tre Executive Direc
tor Rania Sbeih and
IRC Country Director
in Jordan Ika Gva-
nia signed the Memo

randum, the Jordan
News Agency, FPetra,
reported.

Sbeih said that the
centre believes that in-
vesting in early child-
hood is fundamental to
building generations
capable of learning,
growing and active-
ly participating in
society.

Supporting children,
she added, begins with
providing safe and
stimulating environ
ments and strengthen-
ing the role of families
and caregivers during
the early stages of a
child’s life.

She noted
operation  with

that co-
IRC

arly childhood de

velopment

graE

Fetra photo

The Zaha Cultural Centre and the International Rescue Committee on Wednesday sign a
strategic partnership memorandum to promote early childhood development, engage parents
and caregivers, and support children's secial and emotional learning in Jordan

over the past years
had been an impor
tant experience that
helped develop the
centre’'s programmes,
expand its services
and reach thousands
of children across the
povernorates.

“We look forward to
continuing our joint
work to provide chil
dren with better op
portunities to learn
through play, devel
op their social and
emotional skills, and
strengthen the role of

families and caregivers
in supporting their de-
velopment during their
early years,” Sheih
added.

Gvania said that the
IRC believes that in-
vesting in the early
years of a child’s life
lays the foundation
for their future and
development, noting
that supporting fami
lies and caregivers and
strengthening the ca
pacities of national in-
stitutions are essential
to achieving this goal.

“Our partnership
with the centre builds
on years of fruitful
cooperation and re-
flects our shared com
mitment to enhancing
early childhood dewel-
opment services,” she
gaid, addinpg that the
partnership seeks to
unify efforts, exchange
expertise and invest in
building the capacities
of local staff to ensure
programme continu
ity and expand their
impact.

The partnership

builds on cooperation
between the two or-
ganisations that began
in 2019 and included
several programmes
and projects support-
ing children and fami
lies, starting with the
“Ahlan Simsim" pro
gramme, followed by
the “Asas” project and
the “Learning through
Play” programme.
Through Zaha Cul
tural Centre branches,
the “Learning through
Play” programme
reached 12,557 chil
dren in 11 governorates
over three months,
from June to August.
Under the partner
ship, the two organi
sations will work to
expand access to high
guality early childhood
development services
through Zaha centres,
implement joint pro
ETAININES targeting
parents and caregivers,
and strengthen the ca
pacities of centre staff
in learning through
play and social and
emotional learning.
The IRC has trained
50  facilitators at
Zaha Cultural Centre,
strengthening their
skills and capabilities
in delivering activi-
ties and programmes
to improve the gquality
and sustainability of
services provided to
children and families.
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Prince El Hassan attends Yarmouk University's 50th anniversary celebration

ANDMAN  (JT) HEH
Prince El Hassan, along
side HRH = Princess
Sumaya Bint El Hassan,
on Wednesday attended
via video link a ceremony
marking the 50th anni
versary of ¥Yarmoulk Uni
versity at Al Kindi Andi
torium at the university's
Faculty of Arts.

Prince El Hassan said
that the golden jubilee
marked five decades of
achievements and pro
vided an opportunity to
revisit the university's
founding vision and
shape its future, stressing
the importance of knowl
edge in improving peo
ple's lives.

Recalling the umiver
sity's establishment in
1976 under the patronage
of the late King Hussein,
Prince El Hassan said
that Yarmouk University
was founded to bring
Imowledge closer to the
public and enable north
emm Jordan to play an
active role in shaping its
future, the Jordan News
Apency, Petra, reported.

He also recalled the
university's first gradua
tion ceremony in 1980, at
which he received an hon
orary doctorate alongside
Mohel Prize-winning
physicist Mohammad Ab
dus Salam.

Addressing  adwvances
in artificial intellipence,
Prince El Hassan high
lighted the growing in
fluence of algorithms on
how people access and
interpret information.

Patra -m:

HRH Prince El Hassan on Wednesday attends via video link a ceremony marking the 50th anniversary of Yarmouk University

He stressed the role of
universities in equipping
students with the ahility
to understand Al's limi
tations and distinguish
between machine-gener
ated content and human
judgement.

He said that the uni
versity's  achievements
over the past five decades
should serve as a founda
tion for the next 50 years,
with a focus on promoet
ing critical thinking, link
ing scientific research
to practical applications
and preparing genera
tions capable of innova
tion and giving.

“The giving human be

ing is our most valuable
asset,” he said.

Yarmouk — University
President Malek Sharair
said that the institution's
50-year journey had heen
shaped by successive
generations who believed
In its mission and con
tributed to its progress.

He commended the ef
forts of the Royal Found
ing Committes, govern
ing councils and former
university presidents in
establishing the institu
tion and advancing its
academic mission.

Sharairi also outlined
the university's 2026
2020 strategic plan, say

ing its implementation
requires the combined
efforts of academic and
administrative staff, stu
dents, graduates, the local
community and national
and international part
ners from the public and
private sectors.

During the ceremony,
the university announced
the establishment of ‘a
Deanship of Future Read
iness and Economic En
gagement to strengthen
links between academic
programmes and local
and international labour
market needs, while con
necting students’ projects
and innovations with

practical and productive
opportunities.

The university also an
nounced the establish
ment of an endowment to
support its financial sus
tainahility and diversify
its funding sources.

The celebration fea
tured a short film docu
menting the university's
establishment and de
velopment, alongside an
exhibition  showcasing
wark by students and
staff in art, design, ar
chitecture, technology,
artificial intelligence and
robaotics.

A polden jubilee oper
etta highlighted the uni

.'i"

versity's history, achieve
ments and future vision,
as well as the success
story of Yazan Shannik, a
graduate of the Faculty of
Information  Technology
and Computer Sciences
who has received several
international, Arab and
local awards.

Operetta  supervisor
Yara Mimri said more
than 150 students from
various faculties took
part in the performance,
alongside the Jordan
Armed Forces Orchestra.

She added that the per
formance celebrated the
university's cultural di
versity, with more than
60 international students
presenting  their tradi
tional costumes, folk arts,
national flags, songs and
dialects. It concluded
with a musical piece com
memorating the universi
ty's 50-year journey.

The ceremony also hon
oured former prime min
ister Abdul Raouf Rawah
deh, the university's first
secretary-general,  and
former university presi
dents with the Golden
Jubilee Medal in recogni
tion of their contributions
over the past five decades.

The Hisham Adib Hajja
wi Scientific Foundation,
the late Samir Shamma
and Malaysia's Pahang
Foundation were also
honoured for supporting
the university's academic
and research activities
and contributing to edu
cation, scientific research
and innovation.

Princess Basma calls for comprehensive approach to strengthening food security

By llham Darwazeh

ANMAN — Under the pa
tronage of HRH Princess
Basma Bint Talal, a dia
lopue session on Wednes
day was organised by the
Natiomal Alliance Against
Hunger and Malnutri
tion (MAJMA), to review
Jordan's food security
and nutrition indicators
in the global and regional
context.

The session was in
light of the findings of the
State of Food Security and
Nutrition in the World
2026 (SOFT) report,

HRH Princess Basma
bint Talal stressed that
food security goes beyond
food availahility orredue
ing hunger, requiring ac
cess to diverse, nutritious
and healthy food, particu
larly for children during
early stages of life.

Speaking at the ses
sion, HRH Princess Bas
ma said food security re
quires a comprehensive
approach that protects
children from all forms of
malnutrition.

Comprehensive ap
proach needed to address
food insecurity

Princess Basma said
food insecurity could not
be addressed through
food interventions alone,
stressing the need to
tackle water scarcity and
climate change, improve
livelihoods  and  social
protection, and strength
EN WONEN'S ECconomic
participation.

In the presence of Jor
danian Hashemite Fund
for Human Development
(TOHUD) Executive Direc

Petra photo

Under the patronage of HRH Princess Basma bint Talal, a dialogue session on Wednesday is
organised by the Mational Alliance Against Hunger and Malnutrition to review Jordan's food
security and nutrition indicators in the global and regional context

tor Farah Dapghestami, she
highlighted the role of Ta
ral women, families and
young people in villages,
remote areas and refu
gBE CAMps A5 Partners
in strengthening food
SECUTItY.

She said Jordan had
turned searcity into an
incentive to seek more
effective solutions and
could apply the same ap
proach to food security.

Princess Basma also
underscored the impor
tance of raising public

awareness, correcting
misconceptions  about
nutrition,  encouraging

healthy food choices and
building food systems
capable of providing safe,
sufficient and nutritious
food for all.

Agriculture  Minister
and Higher Council for
Food Security Vice Presi

dent Sasb Khreisat, said
the positive indicators
highlighted in the report
presented a responsihil
ity to take more proactive
measures to maintain
progress and prepare for
future challenges, ensur
ing everyone's right to
safe, sufficient and nutri
tious food.

Jordan is considered
food-secure in terms of
food availability, safety
and accessibility, he said,
attributing the results to
coordinated efforts by na
tional public and private
institutions, intermational

partners, agricultural
workers and exporters.
Ehreisat also  high

lighted the contribution
of rural women to food
security, noting Jordan's
participation in special
1sed international forums,
including  the recent

World Food Forum held
at the Food and Agricul
ture Organisation (FAQ)
headquarters in Rome,

He said 2026 had been
designated the Year of
Women Farmers in Jor
dan, in recognition of
the role of rural women
in strengthening food
security.

The agricultural sec
tor recorded the highest
growth rate among eco
nomic sectors in the sec
ond quarter of this year,
expanding by 7.8 per cent
and contributing 4.5 per
cent to gross domestic
product, Khreisat said.

He attributed the per
formance to continued
Royal directives to the
government to strengthen
and sustain supply chains
and ensure food security
under all circumstances.

Khreisat also pointed

to the potential of Jor
dan's date sector, noting
that national date exports
generate around $90 mil

lion annually.

The sector provides ap
proximately 12,000 jobs,
including around 5,000
held by women, he said,
referring to the ongoing
Jordanian Dates Festival

World Food Programme
[WFF} Representative and
Country Director in Jor
dan Antonella D°Aprile,
commended Jordan's
food security policies and
efforts to ensure that in
dividuals and families
have access to food.

Howwever, geopoliti
cal challenges facing the
world and the region con
tinue to pose a serious
threat to food security in
many countries, she said.

FAD Bepresentative in
Jordan Thaer Yassin, said
the report showed that
the world remained off
track to achieve Sustain
able Development Goal 2,
which aims to end hunger
by 2030.

Rising food prices re
main among the main
factors affecting indi
viduals' and families'
ability to access healthy,
nutritious and affordable
diets, he said.

Yassin said Jordan had
made notable progress in
several food security and
nutrition indicators, with
the prevalence of un
demourishment declin
ing to 12.2 per cent from
17.9 per cent in previous
yEars.

Jordan had also main
tained a low child wast
ing rate of 2.3 per cent,

while the share of the
population unable to af
ford a healthy diet had
fallen to 2.2 per cent, he
added.

These results reflected
sustained national efforts
to strenpthen food secu
rity and improve dietary
and health outcomes,
Yassin said, reaffirming
the FAOQ's support for the
government's — national
priorities, particularly the
Economic Modernisation
Vision

The vision recognises
agriculture’s central
role in driving economic
growth, creating jobs,
strengthening food secu
rity and promoting inno
vation and sustainahility,
he said.

NAIMA Secretary Gen
eral Fadel Zoubi, said the
report highlighted posi
tive developments reflect
ing accumulated national
policies, institutional co
ordination and continued
support.

The State of Food Secu
rity and Mutrition in the
World is a major interna
tional reference providing
global food security indi
cators. It is jointly pro
duced by several inter
national organisations,
including the FAD, WFE
World Health Organisa
tion, UNICEF and the In
ternational Fund forAgri
cultural Development.

The report serves as a
key reference for povern
ments, multilateral insti
tutions and researchers
in monitoring progress
towards Sustainable De
velopment Goal 2 and re

lated targets.

Police arrest 172 suspects in 108 crystal meth cases

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN The Anti
Marcotics Department
(AND) announced on
Wednesday the arrest
of 172 suspects in 108
cases related to Crys
tal meth trafficking
and dealing in various
parts of the Kingdom,
according to official
SOUTCES,

The arrests came
during the fifteenth
week of a “strict” secu
rity campaign and an
awareness campaign
that was initiated by
AND in collaboration
with the Media and
Community Policing
Directorate to combat
the use of Crystal meth
in Jordanian society.

"The campaign re-
sulted in the arrest of
58 suspects in 40 cases
related to trafficking,

smuggling, promotion,
and the use of Crystal
meth,” Police Spokes-
person Brig. Gen. Amer
Sartawi said.

Meanwhile, 114 sus-
pects were arrested in
68 cases for using the
deadly substance, Sar
tawi told The Jordan
Times.

The campaigns
aimed at warning the
public about the use of
thiz deadly substance
and pursuing individ-
uals who deal with the
illicit substance.

Crystal meth iz the
common name for
crystal methampheta-
mine, a strong and
highly addictive drug
that affects the central
nervous system, ac
cording to WebMD.

Sartawi stressed in
a press statement that
the “campaign is on

going until it reaches
its goals of spreading
awareness and pursu
ing individuals who
deal with this deadly
substance”,

All the detained sus
pects were referred
to the State Security
Frosecutor for further
questioning and in-
dictment, he added.

Citizens are urged
to Teport any person
who deals with Crys-
tal meth by contact
ing 911, according to a
statement by the Pub
lic Security Directo-
rate (PSD}.

All information will
be treated with ut
most discretion, se
riousness, firmness,
verification, and con
fidentiality, the Pub
lic Security Directo
rate (PSD) statement
added.

AT A GLANC

Hassan congratulates Zawahreh
on historic Youth Olympic gold

AMMAN (JT) — Prime Minister Jafar Hassan
on Wednesday congratulated Jordanian taek-
wondo player Abdullah Zawahreh on winning
a gold medal at the Youth Olympic Games, be-
coming the first Jordanian athlete to claim gold
at the competition. In an Instagram post, Has-
san said Jordanian sport continues to achieve
success at international sporting ewvents and
congratulated Zawahreh on his accomplish-
ment. Zawahreh expressed pride in winning
the gold medal and raising the Jordanian flag,
saying the achievement would motivate him to
continue training and pursue further success.

JAF recovers body of Jordanian
swept away by Dead Sea flash floods
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AMMAN (JT) — The Jordan Armed Forces-Arah
Army (JAF) on Wednesday evacuated the body
of 40-year-old Jordanian citizen Hammad Kha-
lil Balawi from the western bank of the Dead
Sea, following a two-week search. Balawi went
missing after being swept away by flash floods
in the Sweimeh area of the Southern Shouneh
District around two weeks ago, according to a
JAF statement. A military source said DNA test-
ing confirmed the body's identity, adding that
the evacuation was carried out in coordination
with the relevant authorities and in accordance
with established procedures.

Jordan, Canada hold second
round of political consultations

I Nar -
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AMMAN (JT}) — The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
on Wednesday held the second round of politi-
cal consultations with Canada’s Department of
Foreign Affairs, co-chaired by Ministry Secre-
tary-General Ambassador Dhaifallah Fayez and
Canadian Assistant Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs for the Middle East, Maghreb, Europe
and Arctic Alexandre Leéveque. Held at the
ministry's headguarters, the consultations fo-
cused on strengthening hilateral relations and
expanding cooperation across sectors, as well
as on regional and international developments
and issues of mutual concern, according to a
Foreign Ministry statement.

4.7-magnitude earthquake
recorded in Gulf of Agaba — JS50

AMMAN (JT)

- The Jordan Seismological

Observatory (JSO) on Wednesday recorded a
4. 7-magnitude earthquake in the Gulf of Aga-
ba, which was felt by residents of Agaba. The
earthquake struck at 12:24pm local time, with
its epicentre in the sea south of Agaba, at a
depth of 10 kilometres, the observatory told Al
Mamlaka TV. The epicentre was approximately
38 kilometres south of Agaba, the J50 added.

'Non-Jordanian property purchases reach JD186.6m by October'

AMMAN (JT} — The value
of teal estate purchas
es by non-Jordanians
reached JD186.6 million
during the first 10 months
of 2026, covering 1,952
transactions, aceord
ing to the Department of
Lands and Survey.

The transactions in
cluded 1,232 apartments
worth JD1085 million,
accounting for 58 per cent
of the total value, and 720
plots of land wvalued at
JD78.1 million,  repre-
senting the remaining 42
per cent, Al Mamlaka TV
reported.

Iraqi nationals topped
the list with 463 proper
ties, followed by Saudis
with 252, Syrians with
228, Palestinians with
181 and Americans with
162,

In terms of value, Iragi
buyers ranked first with
JO75.7 million, account-

The Department of Lands and Survey says that the value of
real estate purchases by non-lordanians reached JD186.6
million during the first 10 months of 2026

ing for 41 per cent of
total purchases by non
Jordanians. Americans
came second with JD14.9
million, or 8 per cent, fol
lowed by Palestinians
with JD12.8 million (5.86
per cent), Syrians with
JD12.77 million (6.84 per

cent), British nationals
with JD10.3 million 55
per cent) and Saudis with
JD9.5 million (5 per cent).

In October, non-Jor
danians purchased 216
properties worth JD18.3
million. These included
127 apartments valued

at J012 million, account

ing for 66 per cent of the
total, and 89 plots of land
worth JDE.2 million, or 34

per cent.
Iraqi nationals again
topped  the monthly

figures, purchasing 47
properties worth JDG.S5
million, or 30 per cent of
the total value. Saudis fol

lowwed with 33 properties
worth JD1.7 million 9
per cent), Syrians with 18
properties worth JD1.09
million (6 per cent), Pal

estinians with 18 proper

ties worth JD1.06 million
(5.6 per cent) and Ameri

cans with 15 properties
worth JD2.3 million (13
per centl.

The walue of non-Jor
danian property pur
chases increased by 9.1
per cent compared with
JD171  million during
the same period in 2025,
despite the number of

transactions declining by
2.7 per cent from 2 006.

In October, the value of
purchases by non-Jorda
nians fell by 32.7 per cent
year-on-year from JD27.1
million, while the number
of transactions dropped
by 16 per cent from 257.

Total real estate trading
wvolume across the King-
dom reached JD5712
billion during the first
10 months of 2026, in-
cluding JDG01.8 million
in October Department
revenues amounted to
JD234.3 million during
the 10-month period, in-
cluding JD23.5 million in
October.

The number of proper
ties sold across the King:
dom reached 118,235 dur
ing the first 10 months of
the year, including 12,768
in October, while corpo-
rate purchases totalled
9,123 properties.
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UM Secretary General Antonio Guterres delivers a speech during the High-Level Segment for
Heads of States and Government at the 31st United Nations Climate Change Conference at
the Antalya Expo Center in Antalya on Wednesday

UN chief urges world leaders
to tackle fossil fuels at COP31

ANTALYA, Turkey
[AFP) UN Secretary
General Antonio Gu
terres railed against
the oil and gas lobby
on Wednesday, telling
world leaders fossil
fuels “must go the way
of the dinesaurs” at a
climate summit miss
ing several prominent
fipures.

The two-week COP31
talks kicked off in Tur
key this week with gov
ernments under pres
sure to tackle climate
change after a year of
searing heatwaves and

wildfires in Europe,
and deadly floods in
Nepal.

“The brutal truth is
that the climate crisis
is outrunning us,” Gu
terres told dozens of
world leaders assem
bled in the Mediterra
nean city of Antalya for
two days of speeches
by heads of state and
government.

But few major break
throughs are antici
pated at the COP31 ne
gotiations, which run
until NMovember 20, as
countries grapple with
an oil price shock and
geopolitical  tensions
fuelled by the US war
with Iran and Russia‘s
invasion of Ukraine.

Since agreeing in
2023 for the first time
to  transition away
from fossil fuels — the
main driver of climate
change — nations have
struggled to adwvance
that goal at the annual
UN conferences.

“Fossil fuels must go
the way of the dino
saurs, but that won't
happen on its own. The
dinosaurs did not hawve
a lobby, but fossil fuels
do," Guterres said, urg
ing povernments to tax
the windfall profits of
oil companies.

“Their strategy is
simple: Distort the sci
ence. Delay the policy.
Delay the action. Delay
the accountability. It's
time to kick the habit

and end the fossil
fuel addiction,” he said

to sustained applause.
Leaders missing

Guterres, who  has
made the climate
change fight a central
issue since taking of
fice in 2017, is attend
ing his last COP before
his term ends in De
cember.

Some big names are
missing at COP31, with
British Prime Minister
Andy Burnham the only
leader from a G7 coun
try scheduled to ad
dress the summit.

“Since  the  start
of this wyear, climate
change has disap
peared from speeches
and documents from
our global leadership,”
recently reelected Bra
zilian President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva
told fellow leaders.

“We've turned to talk
ing more about arms
and tariffs than the
survival of future gen
erations,” he said.

Climate campaigners
breathed a huge sigh of
relief when Lula, who
has owerseen a dra
matic drop in de-for
estation in the Amazon,
defeated right-wing 11
wal Flavio Bolsonaro in
last month’s presiden
tial election.

*Brazil is back to de
fend the continuity of
a healthy planet,” Lula
gaid.

While European Un
ion chief Ursula von
der Leyen is coming to
Antalya, French Presi
dent Emmanuel Ma
cron, German Chancel
lor Friedrich Merz and
Italian Prime Minis
ter Giorgia Meloni are
staying away. COP31
coincides with an EU
leaders’ summit in Ire
land on Thursday.

Canadian Prime Min
ister Mark Cammey and
Japanese counterpart
Sanae Takaichi are also
absent from the most
recent list.

Unsurprisingly, Pres
ident Donald Trump,
who pulled the United

States out of the Paris
Agreement and has not
sent officials to climate
talks since his reelec
tion in 2024, is not at
tending the summit.

Chinese President
Xi Jinping, who rarely
attends COPs, will be
represented by Viee
President Han Zheng.
Indian Prime Minister
MNarendra Modi is also
absent.

The United States and
China are the world's
top economies and big
gest emitters of planet
heating emissions.

Low expectations

“It is a shame that some
of the higger European
leaders arent coming.
We need Europe to be
showing up strongly at
this COPR" Cosima Cas
sel, a climate diplomacy
expert at thinktank
E3G, told AFP

Wopke Hoekstra, the
Elf's top climate offi
cial, said the absences
were “not completely
atypical”as leaders may
have "practical” reasons
for not being able to at-
tend a summit.

But he also told re
porters in Brussels that
“expectations are not
necessarily high” for
this climate conference.

COP31 host Turkey is
championing a volun
tary initiative to accel
erate the electrification
of transport, buildings
and industry, with a
target of raising elec
tricity'’s share of global
ENErgy consumption to
35 per cent by 2035,

The EU has stressed
that electrification
must be “clean”, which
could spark debate
over the role of oil, gas
and coal in the Turkish
proposal.

Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
said the world needs a
“fair” energy transition
that “takes into account
the energy security
and different develop
ment needs of different
countries”.

More than one million in Lebanon
face acute food insecurity, UN says

BEIRUT, Lebanon (AFF)
More than one mil
lion people in Lebanon
face acute food insecu-
rity, the United Nations
warned on Wednesday,
following years of war
and economic erisis.

Lebanon has endured
two successive wars
with mneighbouring Is-
rael since 2023 and re
mains mired in an un
precedented  economic
collapse triggered seven
years ago.

Nearly a quarter of
the population face cri
gis levels of acute food
insecurity or waorse,
said a joint statement
by the UN's Food and
Apriculture Organisa
tion, the World Food
Programme and the
Lebanese  agriculture
ministry.

They called for “ur
gent action” to alleviate
the situation.

The number is expect
ed to rise to 1.15 million
by the middle of next
year, they added.

“Employment oppor
tunities remain lim
ited, savings have been
depleted and debt re
mains high, while the
cost of food, fuel and
other essentials contin
ues to strain household
budgets,” the UN bodies
said.
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Displaced people in Lebanon face shrinking access to shelter, protection and the possibility of return

The UM defines such
levels of food insecurity
as households facing
malnutrition, or only
being able to meet mini
mum needs through
SIMMETEENCY  INEASUTEs
such as selling assets,

Of most concern are
conditions in conflict
affected areas of south

Lebanon, as well as in
impoverished regions in
the north and east, they
said.

Lebanon's authorities
estimate that the cost
of two wars between
Israel and Lebanese
militant group Hizbol
lah since October 2023
amounts to around $27

billion.

The lastwar, launched
in March in support of
Hizhollah's patron Iran,
displaced more than
one million people in
Lebanon. That number
has fallem to around
300,000 since wviolence
subsided in June.

The fighting broke out

as Lebanon struggled to
recover from its worst
ever economic crisis,
which began in 2019.
Beirut has been seek
ing a bailout from the
International Monetary
Fund but has yet to
implement reforms de
manded by the institu
tion to release the aid.

General strike over housing
hits Spain ahead of election

MADRID (AFP) Pro
testers disrupted the
morning commute for
hundreds of thousands
of Spaniards on Wednes
day as a general strike
centred on the country’s
chronic housing crisis
began weeks before a
snap election.

Unions reported a
“massive” early uptake
in Spain’s first nation
wide 24-hour stoppage
since 2012, which also
aims to raise pressure
on wages and public
services, but business
leaders played down the
participation.

The size of demonstra
tions planned in Madrid
and Barcelona will be
seen as an indicator of
public discontent before
the November 29 vote,
which the right-wing
opposition is predicted
to win.

The impact on in
dustry and services in
the European Union's
fourth-largest economy
will also be scrutinised,
as pickets were organ
ised at logistics centres,
industrial estates and

0N MOtorWays Across
the country.
In Madrid, dozens

of protesters braved
the rain and blocked a
main road leading into
the centre of the Span
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Police stand in the Gran Via during a nationwide general strike over the country’s housing
crisis, with workers also demanding greater purchasing power ahead of a snap general
election at the end of the month, in Madrid on Wednesday

ish capital, causing tail
backs, but many shops
opened as normal.

Public transport suf
fered disruption even
with the implementa
tion of minimum service
requirements for com
muter trains, metros and
buses.

In Barcelona, the met
ro and bus networks
were out of action until
the late afternoon after
offering minimum serv
ices during the moming

rush hour.

In contrast, Madrid's
metro reported that 93
per cent of its trains
ran in the early morn
ing, although passenger
numbers were down by
around half.

UGT wunicn leader
Pepe Alvarez told public
broadcaster RTVE that
the participation was
“massive”, with a "total”
stoppage In some re-
gions making the strike
“a hupge success”.

But UGT spokesman
Rafael Espartero ac
knowledged participa
tion was “uneven”, with
large mobilisation in the
car manufacturing, pet
rochemicals and meat
sectors and in coastal
regions, where he said
housing difficulties
WETE acute.

The CEOE organisa
tion, which represents
business leaders, said
in a statement that the
impact varied by region

and area of work, with
a “low participation” in
most sectors.

Politicians ‘must listen"

The main UGT and
CCOO unions called the
strike following a wave
of nationwide protests
over access to housing,
sparked by the evic
tion in September of an
87-year-old Madrid pen
sionern

The demonstrations
included a five-week
occupation of Madrid's
central Puerta del Sol
square, where hundreds
of tents were pitched,
sparking imitations in
other cities.

Socialist Prime Minis
ter Pedro Sanchez called
the election, initially
scheduled for 2027, af
ter his minority govern
ment failed to secure
parliamentary approval
for a package of housing
measures proposed in
response to the protests.

Sanchez, who has gov
erned since 2018 but
trails in most polls, has
urged voters to defend
hard-won rights includ
ing public healthcare,
the eight-hour working
day and pensions amid
warnings from his So
cialists that the right
could roll them back.

US envoys to meet Putin, Zelensky after war talks in Abu Dhabi

ABU DHABI (ATE)
US envoys will meet
separately with Rus
sia's Vladimir Putin and
Ukraine’s Volodymyr Ze
lensky on Thursday as
they seek to seize “open
ings" from two days of
talks in Abu Dhabi on
ending the Ukraine war.

Steve Witkoff and
Jared Kushmer will
travel first to Moscow
to meet the Russian
president, before flying
to Dublin — where Ze
lensky will attend Eu
ropean meetings to
debrief the Ukrainian
leader

The countries agreed
in Abu Dhabi to a major
prisoner exchange — the
“biggest” ever, according
to Kushner — though no
side gave any figures.

But the talks the
first since February,
when the US war in Itan

halted diplomacy
also revealed deep splits
over the role Europe
should play in future
talks.

All sides talked up
progress and said talks

would continue, though
Ukraine'’s top negotia
tor Rustem Umerov said
“significant differences
remain”,

Kushner said the
meeting with Putin

AFP photo
People gather on a beach witha view of the Abu Dhabi skyline, on Tuesday. A first day of US-
led talks between Ukraine and Russia in Abu Dhabi ended on Tuesday

would “po over what
was discussed today
and try to make more
progress on some of
the issues that we dis
cussed because we see
some openings and

some opportunities”.

With Zelensky, the
pair will “further ex
plore some of the ideas
that we came up with
here today”™

Umerov  said that
there was “still a lot of
difficult work ahead,
but there are opportuni
ties to continue the ne
gotiation process”.

Russia’s  delegation
chief Vladimir Medinsky
told reporters the "dis
cussion will certainly
continue”,

But he questioned in
cluding Europe in the
talks.

“We don't really un
derstand what there is
to talk about with them.
We have not received a
single peace initiative,
not one concrete pro
posal from the Europe
an countries,” he said.

Ukraine wants more

involvement from its
key European backers.

Kushner said seeking
ways to “get the Europe-
ans added to the format”
would be on the agenda
with Putin,

Officials from Britain,
France, Germany and
Italy, as well as NATO
and the European Union
travelled to Abu Dhabi
for meetings on the
sidelines.

Five years of war

Hundreds of thousands
of people have been
killed since Russia in
vaded in February 2022,
in what has become
Europe's warst conflict
since World War IL.
Millions more have fled
the fighting in eastern and
southern Ulraine, large
swathes of which have
been destroyed by relent

less aerial bombardments.

Bussia is demanding
Ukraine withdraw from
parts of eastern Ukraine
it still controls, and wants
a sweeping deal on “Eu
rope’s security architec
ture” as part of any agree
ment to halt the warn

That is widely seen as
a reference to Moscow's
long-standing  demands
to push back the MNATO
military alliance in east-
ern  Europe, and end
Western military support
to Eyiv.

Eyiv says a ceasefire
must come before any
discussions on territory
and has called for a direct
meeting between Zelen
sky and Putin to discuss
the bigpest issues.

Putin has ruled that
out. The Kremlin has flip
pantly invited Zelensloy
to Moscow if he wants to
meet the ex-KGB spy.

European security

Kushner said the talks
had helped, but declined
to say on what areas the
two sides may be able to
agree.

“Some areas we see
places where we can
find compromises, oth
ers we need to have
more discussions,
but I think this was a
good first step,” he told
TEpOTteTs,

He also urged Europe
to “identify one person
to speak on their behalf”
in the negotiations.

Europe has been rat
tled by US President
Donald Trump's propos
al for a deal with Russia
on rewriting European
post-war security, wor
rying that Washington
will force Kyiv to accept
a peace that heavily re-
wards Moscow,
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US Rep. Jim Jordan (R-OH) speaks during a press conference after House Republicans elected
new leadership for the upcoming session of Congress at the US Capitol on Monday

US Republicans derail bid
to impeach Pentagon chief

WASHINGTON, United
States [AFP) Repuh
licans in the US House
of Representatives on
Tuesday blocked an ef
fort to impeach Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth
over the Iran war, hand
ing President Donald
Trump a victory days af
ter his party’s crushing
midterm election defeat.

The House woted 211
to 204 to send the im
peachment resolution to
the Judiciary Commit
tee, effectively derail
ing a planned vote on
Wednesday on whether
to bring formal charges
against the embattled
Pentagon chief.

The resolution was
introduced by Republi
can Thomas Massie, a
Trump critic who was
the only member of his
party to oppose the pro
cedural manoeuvre, ac-
cording to US media.

The impeachment
drive had threatened to
deepen Trump's trou
bles after Democrats
swept last week's mid
terms, with anper at
the sputtering Iran war
and soaring fuel prices
helping drive voters to
a historic rejection of
Republicans.

Republicans still hold
a narrow House major
ity until January, when
Democrats take control
of both chambers of
Congress. And 11 Demo
crats missed the vote.

Trump hailed the pro
cedural defeat as an
"EXONERATION of a
Great American Patriot”,
in a post on Truth Social,
while Pentagon spokes
person Sean Parnell, in a
post on X, called the vote
as a "TOTALVICTORY!"

“We look forward to
ending this sham im
peachment in the com
mittee room, where facts
will continue to prevail
and this distraction can
be put to rest” Parnell
added.

Hepseth earlier Tues
day dismissed the im
peachment effort as a
“farce” and defended his
record leading the Iran
war and other military
operations under Trump.

“It's a farce, and it's
a stunt, and everybody
knows it" he said at a
Pentagon press confer
ence, branding the ac
cusations “slander” and
“sabotage”.

Moments after Heg
seth's televised appear
ance, Trump signalled

his support.

“Pete Hegseth gets an
‘A" PLUS, PLUS, PLUS"
the BO-year-old presi
dent wrote on his Truth
Social platform.

Vice President JD
Vance also backed the
defense secretary, say
ing he had “obviously
not” committed im
peachable offences.

‘Would do it again’

Massie's eight articles of
impeachment  accused
Hegseth of illegally wag

ing war without congres-
sional authorisation and
abusing his powers as
Fentagon chief.

Several related to
the eight-month Iran
war, accusing him of
violating the War Pow
ers Resolution, which
places limits on US
military  interventions
without congressional
authorisation.

Other allegations in
volved the 2025 con
flict with Yemen's Iran
backed Houthis and
strikes on alleged drug
smuggling hoats in the
Caribbean and eastern

Pacific, which Massie
branded “extrajudicial
killings".

Iran says tanker struck mine,
caught fire in Hormuz

TEHRAN (AFP| — Iran's
army said on Wednesday
that an oil tanker had
struck a mine and caught
fire in the Strait of Hor
muz, where the country
has been targeting ships
that transit without its
authorisation,

Since the outbreak of
the Middle East war in
late February, Tehran has
heavily restricted traffic
through the strategic wa
terway, insisting vessels
use routes authorised by
the Islamic republic.

The United States has
in response imposed a
naval blockade on Ira
nian ports and helped
tankers travel the strait,
which normally carries
about one-fifth of global
oil

The American mili
tary recently claimed all
mines had been cleared
from the strait.

“Early this mormning,
a violating oil tanker
caught fire after strik
ing a4 naval mine in an
unsafe, prohibited area
in the east of the Strait
of Hormmuz" the nawval
forces of Iran's army said
in a statement carried by
state TV

In recent weeks Te.
hran has made multiple

announcements  saying
ships had caught fire in

P photo

An Iranian woman takes part in a military course for volunteers at Janfada' (Sacrifice for the Homeland) training camp set up for
women at the Azadi Square in Tehran on Monday

the strait, often claiming
they struck mines.

US Central Command,
which oversees US mili
tary operations in the re
glon, has been escorting
ships through the water
way and said last month
that it had helped Gulf
countries export 1.5 hil-

lion barrels of oil via Hor
muz since the summer,

On Tuesday, Iran's Is
lamie Revolutionary
Guard Corps said three
oil tankers had caught
fire in Hormuz.

India’s shipping min
ister later said a Liberia
flagged tanker carrying

Indian seafarers had
been hit by a projectile in
the Gulf.

“Four crew members
were injured in the at
tack, including one Indi
an national, who suffered
minor injuries and was
safely taken ashore for
further medical examina

tion,” Sarbananda Sonow
al said in a post on X

The remaining 18 crew
members, including five
Indians, were safe, he
added.

It was not clear if
the tanker was among
those the Rewolutionary
Guards said had been hit.

Drone attack sparks fire at major Russian oil port- governor

MOSCOW (AFF) A
drone attack sparked
a fire at Russia's Ust
Luga, a key Baltic port
for oil exports, the re
gional governor said on
Wednesday.

‘A UAV attack hit the
port area of Ust-Luga,
causing a fire" Lenin
grad regional Governor
Aleksandr  Drozdenko
posted on Telegram, re
ferring to one of Russia’s
most important western
oil hubs that has been
repeatedly attacked by
Ukraine.

Teams were working

to extinguish the fire, he
added.

Fighting has contin
ued while the warring
sides are meeting in
the Emirati capital this
week for US-mediated
talks aimed at progress
ing towards the end of
Europe's worst conflict
since World War 11,

Russian air defences
downed 146 drones dur
ing “continuing” combat
operations in Leningrad
overnight, Drozdenko
said in a separate post.

Around 18 flights were
cancelled or delayed at

the region's main Pulk
ovo Airport near Saint
Petershurg, according to
state news agency TASS.

Ukraine has intensi
fied its drone attacks on
Russia's energy industry
over the past 18 months,
seeking to cut the Krem
lin’s revenues and under
mine its ability to finance
the war.

Ukraine says Russia is
targeting its own energy
grid with aerial barrages,
leaving residents across
the country without
power as temperatures
plunge ahead of winter.

WFP photo

A photograph shows the wreckage of a car following an
overnight attack in central Donetskwhich local Russian-
installed officials called a Ukrainian drone strike, on Monday

Jordan-EU Conference to highlight major investment
opportunities in energy sector

Continued from pagel1

Other investment op
portunities include a
200 MW solar power
project integrated with
a battery energy stor
age system capable of
providing 100 MW for
four hours, as well as
a proposed 100 MW
wind power project.

In the natural gas
sector, opportunities
include developing in
frastructure to process
and transport locally
produced gas in the
Risha area, alongside
expanding natural gas
services through a city
gas project targeting
households and busi
nesses in Amman and
Zarqa.

The initiative forms
part of broader efforts
to strengthen Jordan's
energy infrastructure
and expand access to
cleaner energy sources.

Meanwhile, Agaba is
seeking to position it
self as a regional gate
way for green hydrogen
and green ammonia,
linking Jordan's re

newahle energy re
sources with interna
tional export markets,
the ministry said, add
ing that the initiative
is expected to create
investment opportuni
ties in clean fuel pro
duction and the devel
opment of supporting
infrastructure.

The conference will
bring together project
developers, investors
and financial institu
tions to discuss awvail

able opportunities,
assess technical and
financial require

ments, and explore

partnerships that draw
on Eurcpean expertise
in advanced energy
technologies.

The range of projects
reflects Jordan's
broader ambition to
establish itself as a
regional hub for clean
energy while attracting
investment to modern
ise its energy sector,

facilitate technology
transfer, create em
ployment opportuni

ties and strengthen the
skills and capabilities

of Jordanian profes
sionals, according to
the statement.

The projects
include gas,
hydropower,
wind energy,
green hydrogen,
battery energy
storage and solar
poOwWer...

The government has
recently said that a
portfolio of investment
opportunities  worth
nearly $15 billion has
been prepared for the
upcoming Jordanian
European Investment
Conference, as the
Kingdom seeks to turn
its partnership with
the Eurcpean Union
into concrete projects,
attract foreign capital

and support job crea
tion and the pricrities
of its Economic Mod
ernisation Vision.

The portfolio, cov
ering 15 sectors and
subsectors, will be
presented to European
investors at the confer
ence at the King Hus
sein Bin Talal Conven
tion Centre at the Dead
Sea.

The largest share of
the proposed inwvest
ment opportunities is
concentrated in en
ergy and mining, with
10 projects walued at
about $7.1 billion (6.2
billion euro}, Al Mam
laka said, citing esti
mates from the Minis
try of Investment.

The projects include
gas, hydropower, wind
energy, green hydro
gen, battery energy
storage and solar pow
er, as well as opportu
nities involving rare
earth elements, silica
sand and basalt.

Transport projects
account for another
$3.56 billion (3.1 bil
lion euros), covering

light rail and the na
tional railway.

Four logistics
projects are valued at
approximately  $1.61
billion 1.4 billion eu
ros). They include the
Jaber Border Centre,
Al Madouna Logistics
Centre, Maan Dry Port
and Mafraq Develop
ment Zone.

Jordan is also pre
senting three tourism
projects worth around
$1.08 billion (940 mil
lion euros), including
Amrah Entertainment
City, the Abdali Con
ference Centre and the
Agaba Youth Camp, ac
cording to Al Mamlaka.

The portfolio in
cludes a further $442
million (385 million
euros] in water-sector
opportunities and nine
projects worth about
$265 million (231 mil
lion euros) in industry
and the circular econ
omy. These include
manufacturing, elec
tric wvehicle assembly,
phosphate chemicals,
agriculture and clean
technology.

King listens to Parliament’s
response to Speech
from the Throne

Continued from page1

Tarawneh affirmed
that the House would be
gin reviewing legislation
relating to community se
curity and examining the
necessary amendments
to help strengthen the
capacity of state institu
tions to combat terrorism
and extremism, and to
consolidate a framework
of intellectual and moral
immumnity.

He added that they will

work on legislation to
expand employment and
production opportunities
and empower young peo
Fle and women, so that
its impact is felt through
out the country.
Tarawneh emphasised
the House of Repre
sentatives’ commitment
to safepuarding public
freedoms and protecting
the constitutional right
to freedom of expression,
and to reviewing any leg
iglation relating to this

right in a way that strikes
a balance betwsen citi
zens' freedoms, the pro
tection of society, and the
rule of law.

Their Royal Highness
es Prince Feisal, Prince
Hashim, and Prince
Rashid, HH Prince Mired,
chief royal councillor
at the Royal Hashemite
Court, Prime Minister
Jafar Hassan, and senior
officials attended Parlia
ments response to the
Speech from the Throne.

King chairs meeting to review
enerqy infrastructure projects

Continued from page 1

The King called for
strengthening pri
vate sector partner
ships to drive invest
ment, speed up energy

project  implementa
tion, and spur econom
ic growth.

HRH Prince Feizal,
Frime Minister Jafar
Hassan, Director of
the Office of His Maj

esty Alaa Batayneh,
Minister of Energy
and Mineral Resources
Saleh Kharabsheh, and
Minister of Investment
Tareq Abu Ghazaleh
attended the meeting.

Verdict expected Sunday in trial over deadly Karak church attack — lawyer

Continued from e

On Wednesday, the S5C
prosecutor rested its case
during a court hearing,
the wictims' lawyer Amer
Halaseh told The Jordan
Times.

The court also heard
several witnesses, in
cluding security person
nel, who testified for the

prosecution, Halaseh
said.

“The defendants did
not present any witness
es, and, therefore, the S50
judges decided to adjourn
the session until Sunday,
when the tribunal is ex

pected to issue a wverdict

in the case” Halaseh
added.
Earlier this month,

the five suspects were
informed of the charges
and were assigned law
yers as stipulated by lawr
during their first court
hearing, according to
Halaseh.

“The court hearings
since the start of the trial
went smoothly and in ac
cordance with the law,”
Halaseh said.

Three of the five sus
pects who are standing
trial for terrorrelated
charges are being tried
via video communication
technology.

Meanwhile, the two re
maining defendants are
standing trial for alleg
edly selling the weapons
the defendants used in
the attack.

The trial commenced
following the conclusion
of the investigations by
55C Prosecutor Brig. Gen.
Ahmad Shahltough.

The prosecutor had
said in a statement ear
lier this month that the
investigation had covered
all necessary procedures,
mcluding hearing pros
ecution witnesses, col

lecting evidence from the
crime scene, document

ing the weapons and
ammunition used in the
attack, and gquestioning
the defendants suspected
of carrying out or partici

pating in it.

The prosecutor filed
gseven charges against
the defendants under the
Anti-Terrorism Law of

2006 and the Penal Code
of 1960.

The charges include
nine counts of complicity
in committing terrorist
acts resulting in death,
complicity in committing
terrorist acts using weap
ons and ammunition, and
complicity in possessing
weapons and ammuni
tion with the intent to use

them in terrorist acts.

The prosecutor also
charged the defendants
with conspiracy to com-
mit terrorist acts using
weapons, promoting the
ideology of a terrorist
group and committing
acts likely to disrupt
public order and endan-
ger public safety and
security.
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Amman Stock
Exchange: Growth
and the road ahead

By Raad Mahmoud Al-Tal

the Amman Stock Exchange (ASE) during

the first nine months of 2026 reflects an
improvement in market activity, corporate prof-
itability and market capitalisation. However,
a closer economic assessment requires looking
beyond the headline fipures to examine the sus
tainability of this growth and its relationship
with the underlying performance of companies
and the wider economy.

After-tax profits attributable to shareholders
increased by 4.8 per cent, reaching JD1.776 bil
lion, compared with JD1.695 billion during the
same peried in 2025, Meanwhile, pre-tax profits
rose by 5 per cent to JD2.474 hillion. These fig
ures indicate an improvement in corporate prof
itability, although the growth rate remains rela
tively moderate and should be assessed against
economic growth, inflation, financing costs and
developments in domestic demand.

One of the most notable findings is the vari-
ation in profitability across economic sectors.
After-tax profits in the services sector increased
by 66 per cent, while the financial sector record-
ed growth of 4.7 per cent. In contrast, industrial
sector profits declined by 9.6 per cent. This di-
vergence deserves particular attention. The in
dustrial sector plays a central role in domestic
production, exports, employment and economic
competitiveness. Therefore, understanding the
reasons behind this decline is important, par-
ticularly in relation to production costs, domes
tic demand, financing conditions and extermal
competition.

Market indicators, meanwhile, recorded
stronger performance. The ASE General Index
increased by 14 per cent since the beginning
of the year, reaching 4,117.3 points. The ASE20
Index rose by 12.3 per cent, while the Total Re
turn Index increased by 18.2 per cent. Trading
activity also strengthened considerably, with
total trading volume increasing by 55.8 per cent.
Average daily trading value reached JD13.4 mil-
lion, compared with JD8.8 million during the
corresponding period of 2025, Market capitali-
sation also increased by 9.1 per cent to JD2B.9
billion.

These developments point to improving inves-
tor interest and greater market activity. Newver-
theless, it is important to distinpuish between
rising share prices and improvements in the
underlying financial performance of listed com-
panies. The difference between the growth in
corporate profits and the stronger performance
of market indices raises questions about market
valuations, investor expectations and the sus
tainability of current price movements.

Ancther positive development is the 99 per
cent compliance rate among listed companies
in submitting their reviewed interim financial
statements through the electronic disclosure
system. This represents an important institu
tional achievement in strengthening transpar-
ency, corporate governance and investor confi
dence. Timely and reliable financial disclosure
is essential for improving market efficiency and
supporting informed investment decisions.

These results are particularly significant in
the context of Jordan's ambition to upgrade the
ASE from frontier market status to emerging
market status. Achieving this objective, howev-
er, requires more than improvements in market
indices and corporate profitability. It demands
deeper market liquidity, a larger investable
market capitalisation, higher free-float ratios, a
broader base of listed companies, greater par-
ticipation by foreign institutional investors and
more efficient trading, clearing and settlement
systems.

The improvement in ASE performance pro
vides a positive foundation for further market
development. The real challenge is to transform
this momentum into sustainable growth and
stronger market fundamentals. A well-devel
oped stock market should not merely reflect eco-
nomic performance; it should also contribute to
economic growth by mobilising savings, attract-
ing investment and directing financial resources
towards productive activities.

The performance of companies listed on

The $1 million question: How to turn depreciated
humanitarian assets into

or decades, Jordan has
P|g|=:1'1-E.~1'c:ﬁ.1511,-r provided ref

uge to people fleeing con-
flict and insecurity.

To respond to the influx of
Syrian refugees after the dra-
matic events of 2011, Jordan
established camps to provide
families with safety and shel-
ter.

In Zaatari Camp, established
in 2012, after living in tents,
shelter transformed into pre-
fabricated shelters or what we
like to call it "caravans” which
became the primary form of
shelter, while in Azraq, estab-
lished in 2014, families were
accommodated in shelters con-
structed largely from metal
sheets.

Owver the years, these shel-
ters became more than physical
structures: They became homes,
communities and a significant
part of the infrastructure of
prolonged displacement.

For many years, shelters in
Jordan's refugee camps served
their primary purpose: Provid
ing families with a degree of
stability during displacement.

As refugee returns to Syria
increased after the fall of Asad
government in December 2024,
a new guestion emerged: What
should happen to these assets
when families no longer need
them?

In this case, it was

not about creating

a new programme,
but about making

a policy shift that
ultimately transformed
people’s lives. It took
coordination, practical
problem-solving and
a willingness to put
refugees’' needs at the
centre of the solution

This guestion led to an ini-
tiative that has now reached an
important milestone: $1 million
in revenues generated for refu-
gees directly through the sale
of shelters in Zaatari and Azrag
CAmPS.

The significance of this mile-
stone goes beyond the financial
value.

It demonstrates how opera-
tional challenges can be trans-
formed into an opportunity
through innovation, systems
thinking, partnership and a
people-centred approach.

From an operational challenge
to a structured solution

As returns increased, caravan
dismantling was done by hu-
manitarian actors, but informal
sale became increasingly com-
mon.

In Zaatari, caravans were
being dismantled and sold
through informal channels,
while in Azrag, where shelter
structures differ, dismantling
mainly was done by UNHCR
and other humanitarian actors.

Befugees wanted to make use
of assets that had been part of
their lives for many years.

Companies saw potential
commercial value in caravans
and their components.

The Government of Jordan
needed to ensure that camp reg-

ulations
and as-
set man-
agement
require-
ments
WETE Tg-
spected.

0O N
HCER,
medan-
while,
needed
to com-
sider protection, accountability,
voluntary returns and responsi-
ble asset management. All this
was not possible and the situa-
tion looked complex.

The informal market was not
providing an adequate solution.
It created risks of exploitation,
conflict with the law and unfa
vorable prices for refugees.

The response of simply to try
to prevent the practice of infor
mal sale proved to be insuffi
cient, and there was a need to
think how the existing market
could be structured in a way
that was more transparent, pre-
dictable and protective. UNHCR
and the Government of Jordan
managed to do that.

This marked an important
shift from managing a prob-
lem to redesigning the system
around it.

The initiative was laun-ched
in Zaatari as a controlled pi-
lot. UNHCR initially engaged
five companies and established
a dialogue involving relevant
stakeholders, including the
Ministry of Interior and the
Syrian Refugee Affairs Directo-
rate (SRAD), participating com-
panies and refugees. The initial
model, however, did not imme-
diately produce results.

During the first month, no for-
mal sales took place. The prices
offered by the initial companies
did not meet refugees’ expecta-
tions, while companies raised
concerns regarding the condi-
tion of some caravans, access
permits  and transportation
Costs.

Rather than treating this as
a failure of the initiative, UN
HCR examined the market dy
namics and adjusted the ap-
proach. Among other corrective
measures taken, one important
measure was bringing addi-
tional companies into the proc-
ess to increase competition.

Companies with stronger
market engagement and closer
proximity to the camps were
identified. The formal market
subsequently became more
functional and competitive and
formal sales ceased.

The lesson is broader than the
caravan sale itself. Innovation
does not always mean introduc-
ing a new technology or creat-
ing something entirely new.

Sometimes it means under-
standing how a system be
haves, identifying where it is
not working, and changing the
incentives and relationships
within that system.

Ziad Ayoubi

Putting refugees at the centre

At the core of the initiative was
a straightforward principle:
Refupgees should be able to get
a fair value from an asset that
has been part of their lives, par
ticularly when they are prepar
ing to return. For a family re-
turning to Syria after years of
displacement, a caravan is more
than a humanitarian asset.

It has been a home and part of
their daily lives. Taking the de-
cision te handover the owmer
ship of the caravans to refugees
wasn't easy for UNHCR given
the lack of precedents.

Providing a structured mech-
anism through which families
can sell their caravans pgave
them greater agency over what
happens to that asset. It also
reduced their reliance on infor-
mal intermediaries and mar
kets where they may have lim
ited bargaining power.

This required more than es-
tablishing a list of companies.
UNHCR maintained regular
monitoring and communica-
tion with refugees, companies,
SRAD and humanitarian actors.

There was a need to con-
vince other partners to adopt
the same handover approach to
make sure that latrines provid-
ed by actors working on water
and sanitation can also be in-
cluded in the sale.

Additional communication
was introduced when refugees
indicated that they mneeded
greater clarity on how the proc-
ess of selling their shelters
works.

The experience illustrates an
important dimension of a peo-
ple-centred approach: It is not

only about providing assist

ance; it is alsp about enabling
people to make informed choie-
es and exercise greater control
over decisions affecting their
own assets and future.

In this case, it was not about
creating a new programme, but
about making a policy shift that
ultimately transformed peo
ple's lives.

It took coordination, practieal
problem-solving and a willing
ness to put refugees’ needs at
the centre of the solution. When
we do that, even small changes
can have a profound impaet.

Not only did this solution im
prove outcomes for refugees, it
came at virtually no additional
cost. In fact, it reduced opera
tional expenses.

Had the caravans remained
unused, UNHCR would have
needed to allocate space to
store them and cover the as-
sociated logistics and storage
costs,

Instead, a simple policy
change turned an idle asset into
an opportunity for refugees
while generating savings for
the operation.

Supporting voluntary return

The initiative also demon-
strates how asset management
can contribute directly to solu
tions.

For returning families, the
sale of a shelter provides an
additional source of financial
value at a significant moment
of transition.

For those who are not
planning to return
immediately, we have
also observed greater
investment in the
care and maintenance
of their caravans,

as families seek to
preserve their value
and secure a better
price when they
eventually decide to
sell

It allows families to mone
tise an asset before leaving the
camp and potentially use those
resources to finance their re
turn journey or as they reestab-
lish their lives following return.

In this sense, the initiative
connects two areas that are of
ten considered separately: The
management of humanitarian
assets and support for volun
tary return.

The shelter does not simply
become an obsolete humanitar-
ian asset when a family leaves.

Itz remaining value can be-
come part of that family’s tran-
sition to the next stage of their
life.

For those who are not plan
ning to return immediately, we
have also observed preater in
vestment in the care and main
tenance of their caravans, as
families seek to preserve their
value and secure a better price
when they eventually decide to
sell.

This represents an additional,
unintended positive outcome of
the initiative, encouraging bet
ter preservation of the assets
even among those who choose
to remain for the time being.

opportunities?

A more responsible
approach to the environment

There is also an important en-
vironmental dimension. After
years of use, large numbers of
caravans and their components
represent a substantial stock of
materials.

Without a structured mecha-
nism, these materials can be
dismantled informally, sold
through unregulated channels
or treated simply as scrap.

A functioning market creates
incentives to recover and retain
value.

Companies can assess cara-
vans and their components ac-
cording to their potential for
reuse, refurbishment and mate-
rial recovery.

The experience showed that
once market conditions and
competition improved, com-
panies were willing to assign
greater value to the caravans.

This offers a different way of
thinking about humanitarian
assets.

The end of an asset’s primary
humanitarian use does not nec-
essarily have to mean the end of
its useful life.

& responsible asset lifecy
cle can include reuse, recovery,
recycling and walue creation,
while reducing the incentives
for unmanaged dismantling
and informal disposal.

From Zaatari to Azrag

The initiative was designed as
a pilot in Zaatari, allowing UN-
HCR and its partners to test the
approach, identify challenges
and adapt the model.

The experience subsegquent-
ly informed the expansion to
Azraq, where the physical char-
acteristics of the shelters and
the market dynamics are differ-
ent.

Preparatory work included
engagement with SRAD and po
tential companies, with the in-
tention of establishing a similar
structured mechanism adapted
to the Azrag context.

The objective was not simply
to replicate a process. It was
to apply a methodology that
proved - its success in Zaatari:
Understand the problem, en-
gage the people affected, test
the market, monitor results,
adapt the approach and scale
what works.

It was obwvious that the mod-
el is relevant to Azrag as well,
with a lot of differences, which
is normal.

One of the main differences
was the lower market value of
the shelter.

The 51 million

The $1 million milestone is sig
nificant.

It represents real financial
value generated for refugees
and demonstrates that a struc-
tured approach can produce
tangible results.

But the more important ques-
tion is what the initiative rep-
resents. It represents refugee
agency: Families having an op-
portunity to determine what
happens to an asset that has
been part of their lives.

It represents protection: Re-
ducing dependence on informal
markets and limiting opportu-
nities for exploitation.

It represents systems think-
ing: Bringing together refugees,
government authorities, hu-
manitarian actors and the pri-
vate sector around a shared so-
lution. It represents innovation:
Testing ‘an approach, recognis-
ing when it was not working,
and changing the model rather
than accepting the initial out-
COme,

It represents support for solu-
tions: Enabling returning fami-
lies to derive financial walue
from an asset as they transition
from displacement to return.

And it represents more Te-
sponsible environmental man-
agement: Creating incentives
for the reuse, recovery and pro-
ductive end-of-life management
of materials.

The %1 million is therefore
not the end of the story. It is
evidence of what can happen
when a humanitarian asset is
viewed as part of a wider sys-
tem invelving people, markets,
protection, solutions, and the
environment.

The real question was never
simply what a caravan was
worth.

It was what could be achieved
by putting the decision back
into the hands of the people.

The  writer is UNHCR  deputy
representative for operations
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Gov't lists 128 investment opportunities,
advances green industrial zone plans — report

AMNMAN (JT) The
government has up
dated and listed 128
investment opportu
nities across various
sectors and governo
rates on the *Invest in
Jordan" platform and
advanced plans to es
tablish a pgreen eco
nomic industrial zone
under the Economic
Modernisation Vision
executive programme
2026-2029, according
to a Prime Ministry re
port covering the first
three quarters of 2026,

The investment pro
motion measures came
ahead of the Jordan
Europe Investment
Conference, scheduled
for November 19 at the
Dead Sea under the pa
tronage of His Majesty
King Abdullah and
with the participation
of European Commis
sion President Ursula
von der Leyen, Al Mam
laka TV reported.

The Ministry of In
vestment said the con
ference will showecase
more than 40 inwvest
memnt opportunities
worth over $15 billion
across technology, en
ergy, high-value indus
tries, logistics, infra
structure and water,
aiming to attract new
capital and strengthen
Jordan-EU investment
ties,

Meanwhile, the gow
ernment began assess
ing site readiness, con
ducting institutional

Petra photo

The Zarga Industrial Estate, the Kingdom's largest and first green industrial city, covers 2,475 dunams, with an initial inwvestment

of JD35 million for its first phase

analyses and develop
ing governance frame
works for the proposed
green economic indus
trial zone.

It also approved in
vestment incentives
for the Rawdah Indus
trial Zonme in Ma'an,
including three years
of wage support under
the Productive Branch
es Programme.

Land purchase price
reductions in the in
dustrial  cities of

Madaba, Tafileh and
Salt were also extend
ed for anocther three
VEars.

The government
completed the request
for proposals for the
South Amman wa
ter loss project, the
economic feasibil
ity study for the Mujib
Dam pumped-storage
energy project and
bankable investment
packages for the con
struction of 41 public

schools under the Pub
lic-Private Partnership
Programime.

Ministry figures
showed that 2,032 in
centive  transactions
were completed, 1,438
investor cards were
1ssued, investment ex
emptions were granted
to 216 companies and
Jordanian citizenship
was awarded to 35
investors.

Other developments
included drafting the

Investment Funds Law,
issuing  instructions
governing  economic
activity licensing in
development EZODES,
amending  residency
and citizenship re
gquirements for inves
tors and implement
ing plans to improve
Jordan's rankings in
the Foreign Direct In
vestment Regulatory
Restrictiveness and
Business Readiness (B
READY) indices.

ENERGY

JEPCO overdue receivables

rise 28.5%, net profit up 8.3%

AMMAN (JT) JEF
C0's receivables from
subscribers with pay
ments overdue by more
than a year rose by 28.5
per cent to JDI156.1
million by the end of
September 2026, com
pared with JD121.5
million at the end of
2025.

The company said
in its financial state
ments that receivables
overdue by more than
one year accounted for
27.5 per cent of total
subscriber receivables,
which stood at JDBET
million before deduct
ing expected credit
losses, compared with
JD522.4 million in
2025, an increase of 8.5
per cent, Al Mamlaka
TV reported.

Receivables over
due for between 180
and 265 days reached
JD75.4 million, up
from JD58.2 million,
while provisions for
expected credit losses
rose to JDE5.2 mil

Sugasall dalell dasluall duia)¥l cLiyasll 45,
Jordan Electric Power Company

lion, bringing net sub
scriber receivables to
JD501.8 million.
Operating cash flows
fell by 33.4 per cent to
JDE2.9 million, with
changes in receivables
resulting in a JD44.6
million cash outflow.
Residential sub
scribers accounted for
JD211.3 million, or
454 per cent of total

billed receivables of
JD465.1 million.
Commercial receiva
bles rose to JDG2.6
million, while amounts
owed by the armed
forces increased by
60.3 per cent to JDSZ.7
million. Government
department receiva
bles surged by BO.2 per
cent to JD42 .2 million.
Beceivables from

electric wehicle charg
ing services stood at
JD2.03 million, while
debts related to Te
newable energy transit
reached JDT7E5,000.
JEPCO also said that
it expanded its digital
transformation efforts
through the integration
of fibre-optic technol
ogy with smart meters.
The company recorded

J03.84 million as its
share of profits from a
joint venture and held
JD5.6 million in elec
tronic systems under
development.

Infrastructure ad
ditions amounted to
JD46.4 million, bring
ing total assets to
J01.187 billion and 1
abilities to JD1.011 bil
lion. The company also
reported a working
capital deficit of JD223
million, supported by
credit facilities total
ling D350 million.

Net profit increased
by 8.3 per cent to
JD20.04 million, sup
ported by JD13.11 mil
lion in profits from
NON-COTE activities,
despite a 7.3 per cent
decline in core busi
ness profits to JD14.99
million.

The decline was at

tributed to  higher
wholesale electric
ity purchase costs,

which reached JD735.8
million.

BUSINESS

Gov't reports progress in implementing
Economic Modernisation Vision projects

B Implementation is

established plans and timelines

B Ofthe 395 projects included in 2026-2029 Executive
Programme, 332 (84%) were under implementation
by Q3 2026, while 34 (9%) had been completed

AMMAN Implemen
tation of the second
executive  programme

of the Economic Mod.
ernisation Vision is pro-
gressing according to
schedule, with 84 per
cent of its projects un
der implementation and
9 per cent completed
by the end of the third
gquarter of 2026, a gov-
ernment official said.

In remarks to The Jor
dan Times, Rafat Das
an, head of the Prime
Minister's Delivery
Unit, said implementa-
tion was proceeding in
line with established
plans and timelines,
with progress recorded
across the Vision's vari-
ous growth drivers.

"These results reflect
continued efforts to
translate the Economic
Modernisation Vision
into tangible outcomes.
Our focus remains on
monitoring  implemen
tation, addressing chal

lenges and ensuring
that projects deliver
measurable economic

and social impact,” Das-
an said.

Of the 395 projects in
cluded in the 2026-2029
Expcutive Programme,
332 were under imple-
mentation by the end of
the third quarter, while
34 had been completed,
he said.

During the quarter,
the government also
made 33 economic
decisions, including
measures to support
financing for the Na-
tional Water Conwvey.
ance Project, tourism
businesses in Petra and
investment across the
EOVErnorates.

Under the Smart
Jordan growth driver,
Dasan said that 33
school construction
projects  were  com
pleted, comprising 22
newly built schools and
11 extensions to exist-
ing facilities. “Siraj, the
smart learning assist-
ant linked to data from
5,790 schools, recorded
1.349 million users,
while 5,240 trainees
took part in employ-
ment-oriented training
programmes.”

Under Future Serv
ices, the government
digitised an additional
120 services, bring-
ing the total number of
digitised  povernment
services to 2,180, or
90.8 per cent of all gov-
ernment services. The
number of digital iden-
tities activated through
the SANAD application
reached 3.3 million, he
added.

“In the healtheare
sector, an extension to

“ .

proceeding

according to

v . "l
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Economic Modernisation Vision

Unleashing pntenﬂ’al to b:in the future

Maan Public Hospital
was Inaugurated at a
cost of nearly JD5 mil-
lon, providing addi-
tional cutpatient clinics
and a bleod bank.”

In transport and lo
gistics, seven routes
were launched under
the second phase of the
scheduled public trans
port programme, con-
necting Amman with
governorate centres and
district towns. A tr
partite agreement was
also signed as part of
the Agaha Port Railway
Project, Dasan said.

“Wholesale and re-
tail trade contributed
JD756 million to gross
domestic product [GDP]
in the second quarter of
2028."

He also said that the
Click Business Pro-
gramme, which sup-
ports e-commerce and
digital marketing,
signed agreements to
support 18 projects,
helping micro and small
enterprises strengthen
their marketing capa-
hilities and reach cus-
tomers in local and in
termational markets.

“Under High WValue
Industries, the govern
ment adopted the Na-
tional Export Strategy
for 2026-2029 to help
Jordanian companies
expand exports, diver-
sify their products and
access new markets.”

The Kingdom received
566 million wisitors
during the first nine
maonths of 2026, gener-
ating tourism receipts
of JD4.50 hillion, under
the Destination Jordan
growth driver, Dasan
said.

“Tourism sites record-
ed 1.93 million wisits,
while domestic tourism
continued to expand,
with approximately
202,000 people partici.
pating in the Urdonna
Jannah programme.”

Under  Sustainable
BResources, he said that
progress included the
launch of a one-stop
platform for the Nation-
al Water Conveyance
Project and continued
efforts to reach finan-
cial close.

“Additionally, an
agreement worth $28
million was signed to
improve the opera-
tional efficiency of the
Az-Samra Wastewater
Treatment Plant and in-
crease its treatment ca
pacity by 45,000 cubic
metres per day.”

Under Green Jordan,
the Kingdom advanced
23 places in the 2026
Environmental Per
formance Index, rank
ing 54th among 177
countries.

Under Vibrant Jor-
dan, a total of 7,042
women received train
ing through economic

EMpowWerment pro
grammes during the
quarter, bringing the

number of beneficiaries
in the first nine months
of the year to 28,800.

The governorates
hosted 462 cultural and
artistic events and ac-
tivities, while 36,125
people participated in
activities organised by
local youth centres. The
40th Jerash Festival for
Culture and Arts at-
tracted 200,000 visitors,
Dasan said.

He also highlighted
Jordan's improvement
by five places in the
2026 Global Innovation
Index, where the King
dom ranked 60th among
139 economies, three
places ahead of the po
sition targeted for 2033
under the Economic
Modernisation Vision.

Dasan reaffirmed the
government's commit-
ment to publishing reg
ular progress reports
to strenpgthen transpar-
ency and allow citizens
and stakeholders to fol-
low the implementation
of the Vision.

“Transparency  and
accountability are cen
tral to our work. We are
committed not only to
tracking project com
pletion but also to as-
sessing the projects’ im
pact on public services
and economic growth,
ensuring that progress
under the Economic
Modernisation Vision
translates into tangible
results for Jordan and
its citizens," he said.

Tech bounce puts spring in stock markets

LONDON (AFP) — Stock
markets rose on Wednes

day as renewed opti

mism over the Al trade
overshadowed forecast

topping U5 inflation
data and the prospect of
a bumper interest rate
hike next month.

Wall Street's main
indices opened higher
with the tech-heavy Nas
daq Composite climbing
1.6 per cent.

“The primary catalyst
for the upside action is,
ironically, one of the pri
mary catalysts for the
downside action that
had been seen in the Al
trade," said Briefing com
analyst Patrick O'Hare.

“That would  be
CoreWeave, which post.
ed  better-than-feared
third quarter results
and issued a reassuring

outlook that has qui
eted some of the debt
financing concerns sur
rounding its AT buildout
plans,” he added.

The data centre op
erator said sales would
come in at $13-$13.3 bil.
lion this year, beating
estimates.

The outlock soothed
worries about its abil-
ity to finance its heavy
debt burden, which had
fuelled a sharp sell-off
last month.

Shares in CoreWeave
rose more than seven
per cent at the start of
trading in New York.

“Thizs relief trade is
carrying across the Al
trade complex to include
hardware, software, and
semiconductor  stocks,”
said O'Hare.

The Philadelphia Sem.

iconductor Index, which
tracks the main players
in the AI chipmaking
sector, rose more than 4
per cent.

Also lifting confidence
was Anthropic's filing
showing it planned to
raise up to $64 billion in
its upcoming initial pub
lic offering, valuing it at
as much as $1.4 trillion.

Its stock market de
but is being seen as a
gauge of how long the AT
spending boom can last.

After last week's rout
fuelled by fears that
Democrats would ramp
up regulation of AL tech
stocks have bounced
this week on bargain-
buying and hopes that
fears may hawve been
overdone.

Chip glant Nvidia,
however, also remained

in focus following the
bombshell revelation of
an affair hetween CEO
Jensen Huang and a
woman reportedly sus
pected of being a Chi
nesze spy. The firm is now
the subject of an FBI
investigation.

Nvidia shares gained
three per cent at the
start of trading but as of
Tuesday had lost more
than 30 per cent from
the record high set last
month.

London, Paris and
Frankfurt stock mar
kets all advanced after
a largely positive day in
Asia.

Tokyo, Secul and Tai-
pel where most of
Asia's leading ALlinked
firms are listed -
joyed big gains, with
Shanghai also up.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE
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ANMMAN (JT)

by 2.94 per cent.

Amman Stock Exchange (ASE]
trading value for Wednesday amounted to JD7.0
million spread over 3.2 million shares that trad
ed through 3,249 transactions.

The ASE share price index shed 0.03 per cent,
closing at 4066.72 points.

Out of 107 companies whose shares were
traded, the share price of 31 companies rose
while the share price of another 30 declined.

Topping the list of the companies whose
shares gained the most were Al Dawliyah for
Hotels and Malls by 5 per cent, Shira Real Es-
tate Development and Investments by 4.17 per
cent, Comprehensive Land Development and
Investment by 4.17 per cent, National Steel In
dustry by 2.7 per cent, and Shareco Brokerage
Company by 2.63 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the
maost were Jordan Poultry Processing and Mar
keting by 4.35 per cent, Jordan Investment and
Transport Company by 4.04 per cent, Special-
ised Jordanian Investment by 3.23 per cent, Jor-
dan Investment Trust by 3.23 per cent, and Al
Tahdith for Real Estate Investments Company

THE MARKET TODAY

ASE e <k G6E.TI GO

Nayamber T, 2028

Liwe Daia Miskodiesd Dats
C P e k] . ——— =
TR R pm———
Bt o8 ssEEEE RS, —— | e e — e ———————————lR -
s B
E
D (FE! g
DAILY SUMMARY
Regular Market OTLC Market Bonds
Trafing Vales | Ds) kol =
Ty anlume AT

e 2 TrsDetions et

-l.mgﬂ;‘.dﬁ




8 WEEKENDER

THE JORDAN TIMES | Thursday, November 12, 2026

» JORDANOLIVEOIL .
“ HARVEST OUTLOOK *

% PRODUCTION & DEMAND

Total Olives: 220,000 tonnes

Qil Qutput: 30,000 - 31,000 tonnes

Domestic Demand: 24,000 - 25,000 tonnes

Export Surplus: 4,000 - 5,000 tonnes

-— Zero Imports Needed

IE] PRICES & PACKAGING

16 kg Standard Tin
Pricing

Packaging Options

m
8
Suggested Family Sizes:

Small (3L, 4L, 5L)
& Medium (8 kg)

Early-Season Price:

JD 115-125

Expected Price:

$JD90-110

By Hadeel El Bis

fter a poor previous season, early indica-
tions for this year’s olive harvest are more
encouraging. Output of about 30,000
tonnes of olive oil is expected, above
domestic demand of 24,000 to 25,000
TONNES A Year.

With a bumper crop and a possible exportable surplus,
attention is ming to prices, whether greater outpur will
reach consumers, and the position of farmers, production
costs and the sector’s wider challenges.

Fayyad Al Zyoud, president of the Jordanian Associa-
tion of Olive Producers and Exporters, says the season
looks promising. He expects about 220,000 tonnes of
olives, yvielding 30,000 to 31,000 tonnes of oil against
domestic needs of 24,000 to 25,000, which would leave
a surplus of 4,000 to 5,000 tonnes.

That, he said, gives the local market some breathing
space, reduces the need for imports and offers a chance
of stable prices as the season progresses and supply grows,

By his estimate, a tin of oil, weighing 18 kilogrammes,
cost [D115 to [D125 at the start of the season. He blamed
late ripening and low extraction rates in the firstpressings,
caused by the weather and delayed fruit set. He expects
yields to improve and prices to ease and settle at about
Do,

Osama Qattan, director of the olive directorate at the
Ministry of Agriculture, says the ministry also expects
about 30,000 tonnes against domestic demand of about
25,000. Tin prices range from [Doo to [D11o, according
to the olive press owners’ union, and are set by supply and
demand. The ministry said imports were not under con-
sideration given the expected abundance, while exports
were still being studied.

Picking later for better oil and higher yields

Mr Zyoud attributes the low early yields to froit that was
not yetripe enough. Some presses recorded low extraction
rates atthe start, against the usual 10 to 13 per cent, which
varies with variety, growing conditions and ripeness.

The best time to pick depends on the aim: high-quality
oil or larger quantities. A balance is struck when 60 to 70
per cent of the fruit begins turning black or purple. Green
olives yield oil rich in antioxidants, but less of it, and he
urged farmers not to rash. The ministry, the union and the
association have all called for care over timing.

With living costs high and purchasing power weak, he
advized consumers to buy what they need rather than a

{CHEAPE

« CONCEPT. EXECUTION & DIRECTION: OMAR ALEES {AFASSISTED)

BUMPER
| OLIVE

HARVEST
EXPECTEDTO
BRING

OIL

» FARMING & MARKETING
+" INDICATORS

Extraction Rate: Ideal Harvest Time:
10% - 13% 60% — 70% black or

purple olives
()

oA
2026/27 National

Key Export Markets:
Campaign: 6 Gulf Countries (Saudi
8-month instalments

Arabia, UAE, Qatar,
& lab-tested quality  Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman)

©) QuALITY & SAFETY TIPS

Spotting Fraud: Colour is no proof
of quality; check press details on
labels & beware unusually low prices.

Consumer Advice: Buy gradually as
needed throughout the season to
ease budget pressure,

into press tanks is banned to protect
coeliac patients from gluten.

. Food Safety: Dipping bread directly

full year's supply at the start of the season. He expects
more oil and steadier prices as picking and pressing
advance.

He also called for more small containers of three, four
and five litres alongside the traditional tin, so that families
can buy gradually and monthly rather than bear the cost
of one large purchase. Offering a wider range of sizes; he
said, would let producers cater for different budgets and
widen the market for local nil.

On exports, Mr Zyoud says the Gulf was the strate-
gic backbone of Jordanian olive oil sales, with demand
in Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain and
Oman, where its quality is trusted. Modern technology
inthe presses has improved quality and competitiveness,
he says.

The ministry is backing domestic marketing. It has
signed an agreement with the General Union of Jorda-
nian Farmers and the Jordanian olive press owners’ and
producers' union to launch the 14th national olive oil mar-
keting campaign, for 2026/27. The campaign aims to help
farmers sell their produce and make Jordanian oil easier
for individuals and institurions to buy, with payment in
cash or by instalments over eight months, containers of 16
and eight kilogrammes, and chemical and sensory testing
of all il on sale.

Tackling fraud and protecting consumers

Me Zyoud pointed to tighter controls on the olive il trade,
including regulation of metal container manufacture.
Containers mustcarry clear details, including the product
ot press name, its address and the registered trademark,
to curb their use infraud. Transport of oil must be covered
by official invoices stating its source and recipient, and
the regulatory and security authorities are monitoring
social media adverts promoting adulterated oil.

He urged people to buy from known presses and pro-
ducers, to be wary of offers far below market prices and to
check container labels. Colour alone is no guide to quality,
he warned: genuine oil can be golden or pale, and a deep
green isnot proof of authenticity.

The Jordan Food and Drug Administration, working
with the union, hastold presses to stop customers dipping
bread into storage tanks, receiving vessels or containers
meant for sale. A separate tasting dish should be used,
with the oil poured using a clean utensil.

The circular aims to protect people with coeliac disease,
Pure olive oil is naturally gluten-free, the administration
said, but contact with bread or crumbs can cause cross-
contamination. It is also monitoring promotional videos
that show the practice and working to correct them.




