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King promotes, bestows Order
of Valour on Captain Ananzeh
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Gov't completes 9% of
Economic Modernisation
Vision projects by Q3
2026 — report

ANMMAMN (IT) — The gov
ernment has completed
34 of the 395 projects in
cluded in the 2026-2029
executive  programme
of the Economic Mod
ernisation Vision by the
end of the third quarter
of 2026, accounting for
9 per cent of the total,
according to an official
report.

A further 332 projects,
or 84 per cemt, are cur
rently under implemen
tation and are expected
to be completed within
their scheduled time
lines, according to the
Government  Perform
ance and Achievement
Follow-up Unit at the
Prime Ministry, as re
ported by Al Mamlaka

The report said that
eight projects, repre

senting 2 per cent of the
total, are facing delays
due to technical and
procedural challenges,
with efforts under way
to bring them back on
track.

Meanwhile, imple-
mentation has yet to
begin on 21 projects, ac
counting for 5 per cent of
the programme, as their
scheduled start dates
have not yet arrived.

The third-quarter
report  reviews  key
achievemnents across the
eight growth engines of
the Economic Moderni
sation Vision, as well as
progress in implement
ing the programme's 395
projects over its four
year period.

Continued on page 5

AMMAN (T} His
Majesty King Abdullah
on Tuoesday presented
Captain Firas Ananzeh
with his new military
rank, following the issu
ance of a Royal Decree
promoting him from the
rank of Second Lisuten
ant.

His Majesty also be
stowed the Order of Val
our and Salvation of the
First Depree on Captain
Ananzeh, in recognition
of his bravery and hero
ic actions in apprehend-
ing a terrorist in Amman
and protecting civilians,
according to a Royal
Court statement.

The ceremony, which
took place at Al Hussein
iya Palace, was attended
by HRH Crown Prince Al
Hussein and Ananzeh's
family members.

The King also inquired
about Ananzeh's recov
ery following the inju
ries he sustained while
responding to the ter
rorist attack His Maj
esty expressed his pride
in Ananzeh, commend
ing the courage dem
onstrated by the brave
members of Jordan's
security agencies in the

line of duty.
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His Majesty King Abdullah, accompanied by HRH Crown Prince Hussein, receives Captain Firas Ananzeh of the Public Security Directorate, and presents him
with his new military rank following a Royal Decree promoting him from the rank of second lieutenant

that cowardly acts of
terror will never desta

bilise Jordan, citing the
bravery of heroes like

Ananzeh and the mar
tyred Corporal Jawad

Al Salaita, emphasising
that the Kingdom's secu

rity is fiercely protected
by its own people.

Jordan prepares for EU investment conference
with over 700 participants expected — ministry

ANMAN (JT} — The gov
emment is  finalising
preparations to host the
Jordan-EU  Investmment
Conference on November
19 at the Dead Sea, bring
ing topether more than
700 povernment officials,
investors and business
leaders.

The conference will be
held under the patronage
of His Majesty King Ab
dullah, with the partici
pation of European Com
mission President Ursula
von der Leyen

In a statement on Tues
day, the Ministry of In
vestment said that partic
ipants will include senior
executives from major
international companies,
representatives of finan
cial institutions and busi
ness leaders from Jordan
and abroad.

Jordan will present
more than 40 investment
opportunities across key
sectors, seeking to attract
inwvestors and establish

*

new  business partner
ships, the statement said.

Preparations are under
way to welcome intema
tional delegations, coor
dinate business meetings
and finalise conference
and media faciliies at the
King Hussein Rin Talal

Jordan extends condolences
to Bulgaria over pileup accidents victims

ANMBMAN (JT) — Jordan
has expressed its con
dolences to Bulgaria
over the victims of a
traffic accident on the

highway linking the
capital Sofia with Bur
gas.

In a statement on

Tuesday, the Ministry
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This aerial photo taken on Tuesday, shows the wreckage of
vehicles following a multiple-wehicle collision on the Trakia
motorway near Zinnitsa, south-eastern Bulgaria
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Convention Centre.

Discussions will focus
on five priority areas:
Technology and the dig
ital economy, the future
of energy, high-walue in
dustries, logistics and
infrastructure, and water
security.

of Foreign Affairs ex-
pressed the Kingdom's
solidarity with the Bul
garian government and
people, extending its
condolences to the fam
ilies of the victims.

The ministry's
Spokesperson  Fouad
Majali reaffirmed Jor
dans solidarity with
Bulgaria over the inci
dent and wished the in
jured a speedy recovery.

Twelve people died
and dozens were in
jured on Tuesday in a
mass pileup in thick
fog on a motorway in
southeastern Bulgaria,
whose roads rank as the
maost dangerous in the
EU, AFP reported.

Continued on page 5
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Sector-specific  events
on MNovember 18 will
precede the main confer
ence, which will feature
high-level  discussions
on economic cooperation
and financing, alongside
meetings between inves
tors, companies and fi

nancial institutions.

The conference aims
to advance inwvestment
opportunities  towards
financing and implemen
tation, foster long-term
partmerships, create jobs
and facilitate technology
transfer, according to the
statement.

In a recent press hrief
ing, the government said
that a portfolio of mvest
ment opportunities worth
nearly %15 billion was
being prepared for the
upcoming Jordanian-En
ropean Investment Con
ference, as the Kingdom
seeks to turn its part
nership with the Euro
pean Union into concrete
projects, attract foreign
capital and support job
creation and the priorities
of its Economic Moderni
sation Vision.

The portfolio, covering
15 sectors and subsec
tors, will be presented to
European inwestors at the
high-profile conference.
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Jordan's exports to European Union rose by 11.4 per cent during the first eight months of this
year, reaching J0411 million, according to figures released by the Department of Statistics

Jordan’s exports to EU rise 11.4%
ahead of investment conference

ANMDIAN (JT) — Jordan's
exports to European Un
ion member states rose
by 11.4 per cent during
the first eight months
of this year, reaching
JD411 million, as the
Kingdom prepares to
host the Jordan-EU In
vestment Conference on
Nowvember 19,
According to figures
released by the Depart
ment of Statistics, Jor
dan’s exports to the EU

increased by JD42 mil
lion, from JD369 million
during the first eight
months of 2025 to. D411
million during the same
period this year.

Exports to The Neth
erlands recorded the
strongest prowth among
the fipures cited, climb
ing by 46.5 per cent to
JD104 million, up from
JD71 million during the
corresponding  period
last year

Meanwhile, Jordan's
imports from EU coun
tries fell by 7 per cent
to J01.942 hillion, com
pared with JDZ2.088
hillion during the first
eight months of 2025,

Imports from Ger
many also declined by
12 per cent, dropping
to JD397 million from
JD451 million during the
same period last year.

Continued on page 5

Real estate trading reaches JD5.7 billion in 10 months — DLS

AMMAN (JT) — Trading
volume in Jordan's real
estate market reached
approximately JD5.712
billion during the first
10 months of 2026, with
October transactions ac
counting for JDE01.8 mil
lion, according to data re
leased by the Department
of Land and Survey (DLS).

Department revenues
totalled JD234.2 million
during the January-Oc
tober period, including
JD23.5 million in Octo
ber, according to figures
reported by the Jordan
News Agency, Petra.

Total property sales
across  the Eingdom
reached 118,235 during
the first 10 months of
2026, including 12,768
transactions in October
The overall fipure rep
resented a 6.8 per cent

decline compared with
126,817 properties sold
during the same period
last year

October property sales
also fell by 6 per cent
year-on-year, compared
with 13,583 transactions

in October 2025.
Corporate property
purchases totalled 9,123
during the January-Oc
tober period, marking
a 55 per cent decline
from 9659 transactions
recorded in the corre

il

sponding period last
year.

Meanwhile, transac
tons involving non
Jordanian  owmnership
reached 1,952 during the
first 10 months of 2026,
with an estimated walue

of JD186.6 million.

Although the mumber
of transactions declined
by 2.7 per cent from 2,006
m the same period of
2025, their estimated val
ue increased by 9.1 per
cent from JD171 million.

In October alone, non
Jordanian ownership
transactions totalled 216,
valued at approximately
JD18.3 million. This rep
resented a 16 per cent de-
cline in transaction num
bers from 257 in October
2025, while their esti
mated value dropped by
32.7 per cent from JD27.1
million.

In terms of gender dis
tribution, female owmer
ship accounted for 35.23
per cent of total property
ownership, compared
with 64.77 per cent held
by male owners.
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Thai Ambassador Jirapern lirmmpaikool on Tuesday speaks during a media luncheon marking
the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Jordan and Thailand

Thailand, Jordan mark 60 years of
diplomatic relations, seek stronger ties

Bilateral trade rise 35% as both countries expand political
consultations,investment, people-to-people exchanges

By Mai Anati

AMMAN The Royal
Thai embassy in Am
man on Tuesday host
ed a media luncheon
marking the 60th an
niversary of diplomat
ic relations between
Jordan and Thailand,
with Thai Ambassador
Jiraporn Jirampaikool
highlighting growing
cooperation and plans
to strengthen trade, in
vestment and people
to-people ties.
Speaking at  the
gathering, the amhas
sador said that rela
tions between the two
kingdoms had grown
steadily over six dec
ades, with both sides
working to expand po
litical, economic and
cultural cooperation.
Jordan and Thailand
established diplomatic
relations on November

10, 1966.
“Throughout 60
years of friendship,

Thailand-Jordan rela
tions have grown from
strength to strength”
she said, adding that
the two countries had
built a strong part
nership through sus
tained cooperation and
mutual understanding.

On the economic
front, Jirampaikool
said that bilateral

trade reached $239.39
million between Janu
ary and Aupgust 2028,
compared with $177.07
million during the
same period last year,

marking an increase of
around 35 per cent.

She highlighted
the establishment of
a Business Informa
tion Centre in Am
man, expected to of-
ficially open by the
end of November, as a
step towards facilitat
ing business links and
encouraging  invest-
ment between the two
countries.

‘People-
to-people
and cultural
relations
are equally
important’

The ambassador
also pointed to the
first Thailand-Jordan
political consulta-
tions meeting, held in
Jordan on September
6, following the sign
ing of a Memorandum
of Understanding be
tween the two foreign
ministries to establish
a formal consultations
mechanism.

Cooperation has also
expanded through ex
changes of expertise,

including wisits by
Jordanian delegations
from the ministries of
agriculture and tour
ism to Thailand, along
side training oppor
tunities for Jordanian
officials in health, ag
riculture and environ
mental fields.

On tourism and adu
cational exchanges,
Jirampaikool said that
around 24,000 Jorda
nians visited Thailand
last year, while Jordan
remained an important
educational destina-
tion for Thai Muslim
students.

She also highlighted
cultural initiatives or
ganised by the embas
sy, including the annu
al Thai Festival at Souk
Jara, cooking classes
and community activi-
ties aimed at bringing
the two peoples closer.

“People-to-people
and cultural relations
are equally impor-
tant,” she =said, stress
ing that stronger ties
should extend beyond
government  institu
tions to include com-
munities and cultural

exchanges.
Jirampaikool re-
affirmed  Thailand's

commitment to further
strengthening its part-
nership with Jordan,
saying that the 60th
anniversary  provid
ed an opportunity to
build on past achieve
ments and expand co
operation in the years
ahead.

Under patronage of Princess Sumaya, PSUT, (BJ conclude
7th META CTF National Cybersecurity Competition

AMMAN (T Depu
tising for HRH Princess
Sumaya, chair of the
board of trustees of Prin
cess Sumaya University
for Technology (PSUTY
Minister of Education
and Human Resource
Development Azmi Ma-
hafzah on Tuesday in
augurated the closing
ceremony of the seventh
editicn of the META CTF
2026 National Cybersecu-
rity Competition.

Organised by PSUT in
collaboration with  the
Central Bank of Jordan
(CBJ), the competition
was held on the univer
sity’s campus, bringing
together 29 teams rep-
resenting 11 Jordanian
universities, according to
a PSUT statement.

The competiion fea
tured a series of technical
challenges developed by
members of PSUT's Cy
bersecurity Club, covering
several specialised areas,
including ~ cryptography,
digital forensics, web
security, rTeverse engi
neering and open-source
intelligence, besides
other advanced topics in
cybersecurity.

Chairman of the Social
Security Investment Fund
Ezzeddin Kanakrieh, CBJ
Deputy Governor Khal
doun Washah, and Presi
dent of PSUT Wejdan Abu
Elhaija attended the clos
Ing ceremony.

It also brought together
presidents of Jordanian
universities, officials and
representatives of public
institutions, as well as
students and their su
pervisors from across the
Kingdom.

In a speech delivered on
her behalf sy Mahafzah,
Princess Sumaya said:
“Today, we gather to cel
ebrate the conclusion of
the META CTF 2026 Cy
bersecurity Competition,
which, since its launch
in 2019, has evolved into
a distinguished national
platform that brings to
gether young talents from
universities across Jor
dan, providing them with
opportunities to  leamn,
compete and innovate.”

“It also reinforces our
confidence in the sci
entific capabilities and
creative potential of our
nation and its ability to
achieve meaningful ac-
complishments,” Princess
Sumaya added

Her Royal Highness
emphasised that this
year's competition carried
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Minister of Education and Human Resource Development Azmi Mahafzah on Tuesday attends the closing ceremony of the
seventh edition of the META CTF 2026 National Cybersecurity Competition

particular  significance
through its partnership
with CBJ, one of the King-
dom’s established na
tional institutions, which
plays a pivotal role in
safeguarding monetary
and financial stability,
strengthening the resil
ience of the banking sec-
tor and reinforcing con
fidence in the national
ECONOIY.

She noted that the part
nership reflects a shared
conviction that Inowl
edge is the foundation of
progress, and that invest
ing in Jordanian people
and equipping them with
the tools of science and
technology is the most
effective. path towards
building a strong, secure
and competitive economy.

Her Royal Highness
stressed  that cyberse
curity has become a na-
tional priority, affecting
every citizen's life, every
investor's confidence and
every institution’s ahility
to fulfil its mission and
ensure the continuity of
its services.

The princess added
that financial transac-
tions are now completed
in moments, while bank
ing services are read-
ily accessible through our
mobile phones. Against
this backdrop, protect
ing financial assets, data
and systems has become
fundamental to economic
stahility.

She highlighted
CBJs important role in
strengthening cyber
security, safeguarding

financial systems and
balancing  technological
innovation with the need
to maintain stability,

She further pointed out
that the challenge today
lies not simply in achiev
ing digital transforma
tion, but in building the
digital trust on which
that transformation de
pends. Cybersecurity has
consequently become
a fundamental pillar of
national security, digital
soverelgnty and economic
stahility in an era of ac
celerating  technological
change.

Her Royal Highness
underscored that build
ing an advanced national
cybersecurity ecosystem
requires genuine integra
tion among higher edu
cation institutions, the
public and private sec
tors, and financial and
technology  institutions.
Such collaboration is es-
sential to transforming
Imowledge into practical
capabilities and scientific
research into  solutions
that can be applied in the
real world,

Princess Sumaya added
that Jordan possesses the
expertise and talent need
ed to become an advanced
regional hub for cyberse
curity services.

She expressed confi
dence in the ability of Jor
danian youth to tum these
capabilities into tangible
achievements  through
Imowledge, determina
tion and perseverance.

These efforts, she not
ed, are alipned with the

national modernisation
process and the Econom
ic Modernisation Vision
led by His Majesty King
Abdullah, as well as the
special attention HRH
Crown Prince Hussein
devotes to empowering
young people in innova
tiom,  entrepreneurship
and technology.

Her Royal Highness
noted that, since its es-
tablishment, PSUT has
embraced a wvision cen
tred on nurturing tal-
ent, encouraging critical
thinking, and connecting
education and scientific
research with the needs
and aspirations of the
nation.

She emphasised the
responsibility of univer
sities and national insti-
tutions to prepare genera
tions capable of creating
knowledge and driving
innovation, rather than
merely using technology.

“The META CTF com
petition represents this
approach and is consist-
ent with the university's
commitment to provid
ing a stimulating aca
demic environment for
creativity and innovation,
fostering a culture of ex
cellence and intellectual
competition, and enabling
students to apply their
academic lmowledge to
real-world cybersecurity
challenges,” she said.

“It also develops their
critical thinking, analyti
cal and teamwork skills,
preparing them to become
effective national profes
sionals in protecting the

digital space and keeping
pace with rapid techno
logical developments.”

Her Royal Highness
concluded her remarks by
delivering three key mes-
sages to students, “Never
stop leaming. Academic
qualifications require
continious learning,
adapting to change and
seekdng new solutions. Let
ethics and responsibil
ity be your compass, and
think like future makers
rather than merely users
of technology”

First place was award
ed to Team hypnos from
PSUT, comprising Ab
dallah Dahouk, Ali Sasa,
Mustafa Kilani and
Hamam Wansi.

Second place went to
Team PR.IUS, also from
PSUT, comprising Ismael
Hindi, Yacoub Yousef,
Hamza Alawneh and
Omar Shemali,

Third place was se-
cured by Team Ghist
Bytes from Applied Sci
ence Private University,
comprising Omar Mo-
hammed,  Mohammed
Oudah, Omar Hijah and
Hamza Hababseh

At the conclusion of
the ceremony, Mahafzah,
accompanied by Abu El
haija and Washah, hon-
oured the winning teams
on behalf of Princess
Sumaya. The supporting
companies, OffSec and
The Rezon, were also rec-
ognised, alongside the
organising team, in ap
preciation of their contri
butions to the success of
the competition.

CRISIS

Rain worsens Gaza conditions

as Jordan provides shelter to displaced families

By Osama Alkaffri
AMMAN Heawy
rains have worsened
the humanitarian situ
ation in the Gaza Strip,
flooding displacement
sites, damaging make
shift shelters and rais
ing concerns over the
safety of thousands of
displaced Palestinians
as winter approaches,
according to a United
Nations report issued
on Sunday.

The United Nations
Office for the Coordi
nation of Humanitar
ian Affairs (OCHA) said
that rainfall from the
evening of Thursday
through the weekend

caused widespread
flooding across the
territory, damaging

shelters, humanitarian
facilities and learning
spaces, while disrupt
ing essential services.

The report said that
an infant reportedly
drowned, while several
people were report
edly killed after a sand
dune collapsed on
their tents, highlight
ing the dangers facing
displaced families liv
ing in fragile shelters
and exposed areas

By Sunday, humani
tarian partners had
received appeals from
more than 26,000

IHED phata

OCHA stresses the urgent need for humanitarian funding and Israsli approvals to allow
sufficient supplies and equipment into Gaza

households whose
shelters or other be
longings had been
damaged, with the
overall impact believed
to be greater, accord
ing to OCHA.

Humanitarian ar
ganisations had as
sessed the needs of

1,877 households and
provided  assistance
to 422 households at
20 displacement sites,
including non-food
items.

Humanitarian stocks

of tents, tarpaulins,
blankets and clothing
inside Gaza were virtu
ally exhausted, OCHA
warned, despite maore
than 150,000 tents pur
chased by humanitar
ian partners and mem
ber states being ready

for dispatch outside
the territory.
OCHA stressed the

urgent need for hu
manitarian funding
and Israeli approvals
to allow sufficient sup
plies and equipment

into Gaza, including
vacuum trucks, mobile
dewatering pumps,
engine oil, hoses and
heavy machinery
to address flooding
and support affected
communities.
Meanwhile, Jordan
stepped up its relief ef
forts on Monday, with
the Jordan Hashemite
Charity Organisa
tion (THCO) distribut
ing tents to displaced
Palestinian  families
whose shelters were

damaged by the recent
weather conditions.

In a post on their so
cial media accounts,
JHCO said that the dis
tribution was carried
out in cooperation with
the Jordanian Islamic
Solidarity Zakat Com
mittee under its “For
Our People in Gaza®
campaign, aiming to
provide safer shelter
and ease the suffer
ing of affected families
amid difficult humani
tarian conditions.

Also on Sunday, the
Arab Parliament is
sued an urgent hu
manitarian appeal to
the international com
munity, the United
Nations and humani
tarian organisations,
calling for immediate
action to protect dis
placed  Palestinians,
particularly children,
women and older peo
ple, from the dangers
of cold weather and
flooding.

In a statement pub
lished on X, the par
liament warned that
hundreds of thousands
of displaced people
continue to face harsh
living conditions, with
damaged tents and a
lack of ewven the maost
basic requirements for
safe shelter and hu
manitarian protection.

Petra photo

HRH Princess Ghida Talal, chairperson of the board of trustees of the King Hussein Cancer
Foundation and Centre, and Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Kuwait Red Crescent
Society Ambassador Khaled Almagamis on Tuesday discuss ways to enhance cooperation

Princess Ghida receives Kuwait Red Crescent
Society delegation to discuss cooperation

AMMAN (JT) HEH
Princess Ghida Ta
lal, chairperson of the
board of trustees of
the King Hussein Can
cer Foundation (KHCF)
and Centre [(KHCC),
on Tuesday received
a delegation from the
Kuwait Red Crescent
Society (KRCS), head
ed by Chairman of the

Board of Directors
Ambassador  Khaled
Almagamis.

The wisit aimed to
check on the compre
hensive medical serv
ices provided to cancer
patients and discuss
ways to strengthen co-
operation, the Jordan
News Agency, Petra,
reported.

Princess Ghida com
mended the important
partnership with the

KRCS, expressing ap
preciation for its con
tinuous humanitarian
support that has con-
tributed to saving the
lives of cancer patients
over the years.

Almagamis praised
the leading humanitar
ian and medical role of
KHCF and KHCC in of
fering specialised care,
highlighting the cen-
tre's prestigious status
in the region.

He said that the ex
tended partnership
reflects the “deep-root
ed” relations between
Kuwait and Jordamn,
alongside their shared
commitment to allevi
ating the suffering of
underprivileged pa
tients, particularly Pal
estinians and Syrians.

He added that KRCS

aims to expand co
operation to provide
treatment to a larger
number of patients,
noting that support
ing cancer treatment
represents ‘a vital hu
manitarian investment
in saving lives.

The wvisit comes
within the framework

of a strategic part
nership established
between EKRCS and

KHCC in 2016, which
has funded treatment
costs for over 106 Syr
ian refupee patients
and 69 patients from
the Gaza Strip.

The Kuwaiti delega
tion included Adwiser
to the Chairman Mo
hammad Mutairi and
Director of Financial
Affairs Abdulrahman
Saleh.
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The Jordan Armed Forces-Arab Army (JAF) on Monday evacuates the 37th batch of sick children

from the Gaza Strip

JAF photo

Jordan evacuates 37th
batch of Gaza sick children

AMMAN (JT) The
Jordan Armed Forc
es-Arab  Army [JAF)
on Monday evacu
ated the 37th batch
of sick children from
the Gaza Strip under
the Jordanian Medi
cal Corridor initiative,
launched under Royal
directives.

The latest batch
comprised 2B sick
children accompanied
by 27 family members,
according to a JAF
statement.

The children were
transferred to Jordan
to receive treatment
at hospitals across the
Kingdom as part of the
ongoing Jordanian hu
manitarian and medi

cal efforts to support
Palestinians in Gaza.

The evacuation oper
ations, which began in
March 2025, were car
ried out in cooperation
with the Ministry of
Health and the World
Health Organisation,
in accordance with ap
proved medical proce
dures and standards
to ensure the children
receive the necessary
care.

Jordan alsoc oper
ates two military field
hospitals in the Gaza
Strip. The first was es
tablished in northern
Gaza in 2009 following
the 2008 war, while
the second was set up
in Khan ¥Younis in No

vember 2023 following
the outhreak of the Is
raeli war on Gaza.
Other Jordanian hu
manitarian initiatives
include a mobile bak
ery and the Restor
ing Hope programme,

which provides
prosthetic limbs  for
amputees,

The Jordanian Medi
cal Corridor and other
initiatives reflect the
Kingdom's continued
humanitarian and
medical support for
Palestinians, under
the leadership of His
Majesty King Abdul
lah, and its efforts to
alleviate the suffering
of patients and injured
people in Gaza.

Princess Basma attends 75th anniversary
of Patriarchate Scouts, Guides Group

ADMAN (JT) HREH
Princess Easma Bint
Talal, president of the
Jordanian Association
for Scouts and Guides,
on Tuesday attended
the diamond jubilee
celebration of the Pa
triarchate Scouts and
Guides Group at Christ
the Xing Church in
Masdar.

The group marked
its 75th anniversary
under the slogan “75
Years of Giving, 75
Years of Belonging”.

Princess Basma said
that Jordan’s nation
building journey had
been shaped by the
sacrifices of its Mus
lim and Christian citi
zens, who have stood
together through good
times and hardships,
the Jordan News Agen
cy, Petra, reported.

She noted that Christ
the King Church, built
in the 1920s, had been
part of Amman'’s his
tory and collective
memaory, reflecting the
Christian community's
deep-rooted presence
as an integral part of
the Kingdom's nation
al fabric and history.

Speaking in the pres
ence of Jordanian As
sociation for Scouts
and Guides Secretary
General Mazen Hmoud
and Latin Patriarchal
Vicar General in Jor
dan Bishop Iyad Twal,
Princess Basma said
the group had, since
its establishment,
served as a school of

Education Ministry, Syrian counterpart
sign two education cooperation programmes

ANDMAN JT) The
Ministry of Education
and Human Resource
Development has agreed
on two executive pro
grammes with its Syrian
counterpart covering co
operation in education,
university scholarships
and scientific research.
Minister of Education
and Human Resource
Development Azmi Ma
hafzah, accompanied
by Secretary General for
Education Sahar Sha
khatreh, took part in the
meetings of the third ses
sion of the Syrian-Jorda
nian Higher Coordination
Council, held in Damas
cus on November 8-9.
Mahafzah discussed
areas of cooperation with
Syrian Education Minis
ter Mohammad Abdul
rahman Tarkou and Min
ister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research
Marwan Al Halahi, Al
Mamlaka TV reported.
Under the 2027-2029
hipher education and sci
entific research executive
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Minister of Education and Human Resource Development Azmi Mahafzah on Tuesday sign
cooperation agreement with Syrian Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research
Marwan Al Halabi in education, university scholarships and scientific research

programme, Jordan will
offer 20 undergraduate
study places, five post-
graduate study places
and five postgraduate
scholarships annually,

In retwrn, Syria will
offer 16 undergraduate
study places, five post-
graduate study places,
four undergraduate
scholarships in human

medicine and five post
graduate  scholarships
each year

The programme pro
vides for stronger ties
between public universi
ties, university twinning
agreements, exchanges
of faculty members and
research delegations, and
joint scientific research

It also encourages the

submission of joint re
search proposals to inter
national funding bodies
and cooperation between
the two countries’ Ara
bic language academies
to standardise scientific

terminology.
The second executive
Programme, covering

general education, fo
cuses on developing com
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HRH Princess Basma Bint Talal on Tuesday attends the diamond jubilee celebration of the Patriarchate Scouts and Guides Group

leadership, service and
helonging.

She added that it
had helped shape gen
erations of young men
and women, building
their self-confidence,
strengthening  their
role in society and
encouraging them to
contribute  to  their
country.

Princess Basma said
Jordan was a home
that brought its peo
ple together through
the walues of citizen
ship, respect for oth
ers and joint action.
She also highlighted
the scouting move-
ment's role in promot
ing belonging, citizen

petency-based curricula,
aligning vocational and
technical education with
labour market needs, in
tegrating digital technol
opy and artificial intelli
gence into teaching and
expanding digital educa
tional platforms.

It also covers coop
eration in teacher pro
fessional  dewvelopment,
school mapping, inclu
sive educaton, early
childhood learning and
student ASSESSMEent
mechanisms.

The two sides will ex
change expertise in in
termational assessments,
including the Programme
for International Student
Assessment (PISA) and
the Trends in Interma
tional Mathematics and
Science Study (TIMVSS).

The programme  also
addresses electronic
examinations,  flexible
learning models, recogni
tion of academic quali
fications, and joint stu
dent cultural and sports
activities.

Army chief, German, Australian military delegations discuss cooperation

AMMAN {(TT) — Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Maj. Gen. Majdi Harasis
on Tuesday held separate
meetings  with military
delegations from Germa
ny and Australia and to
discuss military coopera
tion, joint training and the
exchange of expertise.
During a meeting with
German Deputy Chief
of Defence Gen. Nicole
Schilling and her ac
companying delegation,
Harasis discussed ways
to expand joint training

and the latest regional
and international de
velopments, accord
ing to a Jordan Armed
Forces-Arab Army [JAF)
statement,

He also met with an
Australian  delegation
led by Gen. Colin Bas
sett, with discussions
focusing on military co
ordination and ways to
strengthen ties between
the two armies.

Harasis stressed the
importance of expand
ing military cooperation

to support regional se
curity and stability.

Both delegations
praized the advanced
level of the JAF and

Jordan's role, under the
leadership of His NMaj
esty King Abdullah, Su
preme Commander of
the Jordan Armed Forc
es, in promoting region
al security and stahility
and providing humani
tarian assistance.

The meetings were
attended by semior JAF
officers.

JAF pheto

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Maj. Gen. Majdi Harasis
on Tuesday meets with German Deputy Chief of Defence Gen.
Nicole Schilling and her accompanying delegation

ship and volunteerism,
and its commitment to
these values under all
circumstances.

She wurged mem
bers of the Jordanian
scouting movement
to preserve its values,
legacy and mission to
ensure that its spirit of
giving continues from
one generation to the
next.

Latin Patriarch of
Jerusalem Cardinal
Pierbattista Pizza
balla highlighted the
scouting  movement's
longstanding role in
promoting brother
hood, love and mu
tual respect, and in
stilling the wvalues of

hard work and good
citizenship.

He stressed the im
portance of strength-
ening loyalty and
belonging to  Jor
dan, noting that the
scouting movement
remained a national
platform bringing
Jordanians  together
around their coun
try, leadership and
institutions.

Group leader Bashar
Muasher said the
group, established un
der the church's care,
was Jordan's first and
oldest Christian scout
group and continues
to maintain a local,
regional and interna

tional presence.

Muasher described
scouting as a school
of life that promotes
discipline, service and
good citizenship, ex
pressing the group's
commitment to ex
panding youth wolun
teerism in line with
HEH Crown Prince
Hussein's vision of em
powering young peo
ple to serve their coun
try and community.

During the ceremo
ny, Princess Basma
toured an  exhihi
tion decumenting the
group’s 75-year his
tory and honoured a
number of its support
ers and pioneers.

Al Mamilaka TV photo

Lower House Speaker |Ibrahim Tarawneh on Tuesday meets with Jordan Press Association (JPA)

President Tareq Momani

Lower House speaker, JPA president discuss
efforts to counter extremist ideology

AMMAN (JT) Lower
House Speaker Ib
rahim Tarawneh on
Tuesday stressed the
media’s key role in
combating extremist
ideology and raising
public awareness of its

dangers.
Tarawneh made
the remarks during

a meeting with Jor
dan Press Association
(TPA) President Tareq
Momani and members
of the association’s
council, attended by
First Deputy Speaker
Avatollah Freihat and
MPs Hussein Omoush
and Hala Jarrah, the
Jordan News Agency,
Petra, reported.
Tarawneh commend
ed the JFA's profes
sional and mnational
efforts to serve the
journalism profession
and defend the inter
ests of its members.
He said that the cur
rent phase requires
unified national dis-

course to strengthen
national cohesion and
Protect yoOunger gener
ations from extremist
ideology.

The Lower House
recognises the media‘s
mission and its piv
otal role in address
ing mnational issues,
Tarawneh said, affirm
ing that the House re
mains open to the JPA's
views and proposals
and will draw on its
expertise when con
sidering media-related
legislation to safe
guard press freedoms
and promote responsi
ble journalism.

He added that the
House's National
Guidance and Me
dia Committee, once
formed, would main
tain regular commu-
nication with the JPA
to strenpthen institu
tional cooperation and
address challenges
facing the press sector.

For his part, Mom

ani congratulated
Tarawneh and mem
bers of the Lower

House Permanent Bu
reau on winning the
confidence of their fel
low MPs, expressing
appreciation for the
House's role in serving
national causes and
highlighting the im
portance of strength
ening cooperation be-
tween Parliament and
the press.

Momani reaffirmed
the JPA's commitment
to regulating journal
istic work, protecting
the profession, safe-
guarding the rights of

journalists and media

outlets, and uphold-
ing professional ethics
and standards.

He stressed the im
portance of working
with the Lower House
on relevant legislation
to advance the media
sector and preserve
the profession’s mna
tional standing.

CRIME

Cassation Court upholds 1-year sentence for drug dealer

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN The Court
of Cassation has up
held an April 2023
State Security Court
S5C) ruling sentencing
a man to one year in
prison after convicting
him of possessing il
lepal narcotics in Am

man in December 2022,

The court declared
the defendant guilty
of possessing illegal
narcotics  while on
the street in the Wadi
Rimam area on Dec.
20,

The 55C handed the
defendant a punish
ment of one year in

prison and ordered
him to pay JD1,000 in
fines.

Court documents
said the Anti-Narcot
ics Department (AND)
learnt the defendant
was in possession of
illegal narcotics and
placed him under
surveillanca.

“The AND agents ar
rested the defendant
and found six Capta
gon pills for personal
use,” court documents
said.

Upon searching
his wehicle, the court
maintained that law
enforcement officers
found “60 additional

Captagon pills and a
small stash of hashish
for his personal use”,
according to court
papers.

The defendant con
tested the S55CG's rul
ing through his lawyer,
who argued that "the
punishment was harsh
since my client pos

sessed a small amount
of illicit drugs".

Meanwhile, the S5C
prosecution office
asked the higher court
to uphold the sentence
and the fine imposed
on the defendant.

The higher court
maintained that the
S5C had followed the

proper procedures in
izsuing the sentences
against the defendant.

“It was clear to the
court that the defend
ant confessed will
ingly to possessing the
illegal drugs for per
sonal use,” the higher
court said.

Therefore, the higher

court maintained that
the defendant deserves
the punishment he
received.

The Cassation Court
bench comprised judg-
es Mohammad Ibra
him, Majid Azab, Ham
mad Ghzawi, Qassem
Dughmi and Moham
mad Ehashashneh.
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Trump ‘Board of Peace’ says Israel too slow as floods ravage Gaza

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM
(AFF) — President Donald
Trump's “Board of Peace”
has said that Israel needed
to act immediately to help
warbattered Gaza cope
with impending winter,
saying measures ahead
of deadly floods had been
insufficient.

“The situation no longer
represents simply a threat
posed by the approaching
winter, but an immediate
humanitarian emergency,”
the Board of Peace said in
a statement.

Heavy rain over the past
two days has swept away
tens of thousands of tents
in the territory, where vir
tually the entire popula
tion has been displaced
at least once and killed at

least five people, accord-
ing to Hamas-led authori-
ties in Gaza,
‘The situation
no longer
represents
simply a threat
posed by the
approaching
winter...

The Board of Peace,

tasked with implementa-
tion of an October 2025
US-brokerad ceasefire
announced between  Is-
rael and Hamas, said it

had been waming Israel,

which controls all entry
into the territory, of the
need to prepare both for
the winter and seasonal
flooding.

Moments before the
statement came out, the
Isracli military said it had
allowed more than 8,200
trucks to enter the Gaza
Strip with supplies in-
cluding 91,000 tents.

The Board of Peace
a:kﬂmn.rledged steps be-
ing taken by Israel but
said that they remain
“msufficient”.

“We call on the leader
ship of the current Gow-
emment of Israel to act
immediately to authorise
and facilitate the entry of
all necessary winterisa-
tion and humanitarian

supplies,”it said.

Israel has taken a biting
tone against Hamas over
the floods, saying the mili
tant group should have
inwested in infrastructure
instead of weaponry.

The Board of Peace also
called on Hamas to ahide
by commitments under
the ceasefire.

Despite the truce, Israel
has kept up nearly daily
strikes in Gaza.

Prime minister Ben-
Jjamin Netanyahu, who is
fighting for his political
survival following tight
elections last month, has
vinved to kill anyone in-
volved in Hamas's Octo
ber 7, 2023 suprize attack,
the deadliest day ever for
Israel,

AFP photo

A displaced Palestinian man attempts to clear a water puddle outside his flooded tent amid heavy rainfall in Gaza City's Al Remal

neighbourhood on Saturday
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Water Authority of Jordan
National Conveyance Project (NCP) Readiness
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Drones behind two thirds
of child casualties in Sudan — UN

GEMEVA, Switzerland
IAFF) — Two thirds of all
children killed or injured
in warravaged Sudan
this year have been vic-
tims of drone strikes, the
United Nations said on
Tuesday.

A total of 410 children
were killed or injured
in the country between
January and September
this year, the UN chil
dren's agency UNICEF
said.

And  two-thirds of
those casualties, an
estimated 270, were

caused by armed drones,
UNICEF spokesman
James Elder told report-
ers in Geneva.

“They are bringing the
war to places that were
once safe,” he said, add-
ing that people in Sudan
“talk about three things:
Safety, education and
water. Armed drones are
taking all threa”.

The war raging since
April 2023 between the
paramilitary Rapid Sup
port Forces and the regu-
lar army has killed more
than 200,000 people, aid

workers  estimate, and
has triggered the world's
largest hunger and dis-
placement crises.

As front lines have so-
lidified, hoth sides hawve
increasingly relied on
drones capable of strik-
ing targets hundreds of
kilometres away without
risking their fighters.

More than 1,100 peo-
ple were killed in drone
attacks across Sudan
during the first half of
the year, according to the
United MNations.

Elder said an escala

tion in drones targeting
civilian infrastructure is
also deepening the dev-
astation wrought by the
drought pripping Sudan,

“Drones and drought
are closing in on Su-
dan's children from both
sides,” he warned.

In October alome, as
many as 15 drone strikes
hit power stations across
the country, Elder said.

When a power station
is struck, "water pumps
stop and water treat-
ment stops. Families are
forced onto expensive

and unsafe alternatives”,
Elder said, putting peo-
ple at risk of water-borne
diseases like cholera.

An estimated B25,000
children under five are
expected to suffer from
the deadliest form of
malnutrition this yean he
warned.

UNICEF and its part
ners have provided
healthcare and wacci-
nations to millions of
children in Sudan, and
repaired and solarised
water systems, Elder
said.

New Israeli parliament to take aim at
Netanyahu as Eisenkot seeks government

OCCUFIED JERUSALEM
(AFP) — Israel's new par-
liament convened on Tues-
day with plans to take aim
immediately at caretaker
prime minister Benjamin
Netamyahu, as his rival
Gadi Eisenkot vowed to
quickly cobble together a
new t.

Eisenkot, leading a
broad left-to-right bloc,
will control the agenda
from the outset in the new
parliament with the help
of Israeli-Arab parties, al-
though neither he nor the
right-wing  Netanyahu,
Israel's  longest-serving
prime minister, hold a ma.
jority on their owr.

“I am comumnitted in this
complex situation to form
a national-emergency gov-
ernment as quickly as pos-
sible,” Eisenkot, a 66-year-
old former military chief
who only recently entered
politics, said before his
swearing-in.

President Isaac Herzog,
ceremonially opening the
session, called on all sides
to work together and avoid
a fresh election in a deeply
polarized country weary
from three years of war

“Wearly B0 per cent of
the people went to the
polls and elected you. You
must do everything to

avoid a repeat election.”

Herzog said.

“Beach out a hand for
compromise, even be-
tween rivals.”

Eisenkots allies hope
to use their newfound
legislative power to maove
rapidly on key priorities,
mmcluding a commission
to  investigate security

AEP phata

Palestinian men check olive trees reportedly uprooted by Israeli soldiers using a bulldozer in
the West Bank village of Al Mughayyir, north of Ramallah, on August 24, 2025

failures under Netanyahu
that allowed the Hamas

right-wing member of
Eisenkots bloc who has

stay out of the coalition
and prop it up from the

suprise attack on October played a key role in de-  outside.

72023, ciding who can enter the “A minority government
Herzog on Sunday gave  pgovernment, will be nomi-  would only lead to the re-

Eisenkot the initial man- nated as chair of the for  tumn of Netanyahu with 70

date to form a govern- eign affairs and defence members of the KEnesset”

ment, starting the clock committee, Liberman told reporters.

for him to piece together Arab-Tsraehi lawmmakers

a coalition within 28 days, said they would support  Arab-Israeli

with a possible 14-day Kahana, all but puarantee-  lawmakers under fire
extension. ing he will take the helm in
Hours before the open-  the parliament. Netanyahu has accused

mg of the parliament,
Imowm as the Knesset, Ei-
senkot’s party announced

agreements on key people

Parties  representing
the Arab minority — de-
scendants of Palestinians
who stayed after Israel’s

Arab-Israeli parties of
supporting Hamas and
accepting foreipn fund-
ing, allegations the law

to replace allies of Netan- creation in 1348 — won makers deny and call

vahu,whohasbeeninand  a record mumber of seats  smear tactics.

out of office for nearly 20 in the October 27 election Liberman, a former

years. on the back of anger at  aide to Netanyahu turned
Eizsenkots bloc an- MNetanyahus  hard-right critic who shares hawk-

nounced it had the votes  povernment. ish views, said he would

to install as parliament
speaker Matan Kshana, a

But Eisenknot needs 61
votes a ma_]untir to

use his new position to
investigate allegations

former senicor military fig- become prime minister of foreign funding to the
ure who clashed with ul-  Liberman has made clear parties.
tra-Orthodox Jews during  that he will refuse to join a Entering  parliament,

4 past stint in government.
Avigdor Liberman, a

government that relies on
Arab-Israelis, even if they

Mansour Abbas, leader
of the Israeli-Arab party

BRaam, rejected Netan-
yahu's accusations of
fraud by Israeli-Arab par
ties and pointed out that
Netanyahu faces corrup
tdon charges that could
land him in jail if he loses

POWET.

“We will keep up the
process of replacing the
govermment,” Abbas told
reporters. “We aspire to be
part of the solution.”

Abbas confirmed he
supports a two-state solu-
tion with the Palestinians,
a stance shared by neither
Netanyahu nor Eisenkot,
who has sought to appeal
to the centre.

Shunning Arab-Israelis,
Liberman has instead
proposed an alliance with
ultra-Orthodox Jews, de-
spite his years of bitter
denunciations of the com
munity for its singular
priority on maintaining
an exemption from man
datory military service.

Eisenkots core hloc
has 48 seats, but would
achieve a majority if the
19 Arah-Israeli lawmakers
either enter the govern
ment or, more likely, vote
for it without joining.

The two ultra-Orthodox
parties hold 13 seats. Unit
ed Torah Judaism, which
has seven, has stopped
short of recommitting to
Netanyahu, leaving him
with 46 seats.

An alliance with ei
ther the ultra-Orthodox
or Arab-Israglis  would
likely be fragile, with a
small number of Iavwmak-
ers able to bring Eisenkot
down over their particular
COTCEMS.

Egypt’s military has been in Saudi for months, says FM

CAIRO (AFF) Egypt
has had a military pres
ence in Saudi Arahia
for months, Cairo's top
diplomat has said, two
weeks after its parlia
ment authorised help-
ing defend the kingdom
from Houthi attacks.
Foreign Minis-
ter Badr Abdelatty
said Egypt was now
“strengthening” the de
ployment, which had

not previously been
announced.
“We Thave already

military presence there

upon request from our
brothers and sisters in
Saudi Arabia,” Ahdelat
ty said in an interview
with France24 aired on
Monday, adding: "We
are strengthening that.”

Last month, Egypt's
parliament approved
President Abdel Fat
tah Al Sisi's request to
send military support
to Saudi Arabia, which
is under regular attack
from Yemen's Iran
backed Houthis.

“Our presence there
[began] a few months

ago after the attacks
and aggressions on
Saudi Arabia during the
escalation with Iran,”
Abdelatty said, without
giving further details.
He said Egypt's com-
ing deployment was for
“defensive chjectives”,
including “air defence
capabilities to defend
the different sensitive
gites in Saudi Arabia,
including of course the
holy sites and others”.
Mecca and Medina,
Islam's holiest cities,
are in western Saudi

Arabia. Saudi authori-
ties have accused the
Houthis of attacks in
the area.

Abdelatty, who was
speaking in Paris dur
ing a visit for the G7
foreign ministers’
meeting, also down
played a comment from
amember of the Houthi
politburo  who, after
Egypt's parliamentary
approval, said the move
was a declaration of
war,

“If you recall, another
senior Houthi official

said [that they] appre-
ciate and welcome any
role from Egypt to me-
diate and de-escalate.
This is what we are try-
ing to do, because there
is no military solution.”
Facing near-daily
attacks by Yemen's
Houthis, Saudi Arabia
has received military
support from allies
including the United
Kingdom, which has
pledged fighter jets and
France, which has said
it would help defend oil
infrastructure,
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This aerial view shows flooded streets after heavy rains affected the cty of Trujille in northern

Peru on March 29, 2025

El Nino Watch: The impacts
around the world this week

BANGKOK (AFF) An
exceptionally strong El
MNino is driving weath
er disruptions around
the globe, stoking food
security fears and in
creasing the chances
that 2026 will be the
second-hottest year on
record, experts say.

Here is how the cli
mate phenomenon
has heen playing out
around the world in the
last week.

Heat record

The world is on track
for 2026 to be the sec
ond-hottest year on
record, with the El Nino
weather pattern turbo
charging human-driven
global warming, the
European Union's cli
mate monitor said on
Friday.

“October has con
tinued the pattern of
remarkable global
warmth, with record
global and surface
ocean  temperatures,”
said Samantha Bur
gess, strategic lead for
climate at the Euro

pean Centre for Me
dium-Range Weather
Forecasts, which op

erates the Copernicus
monitor,

“An exceptionally
strong El Nino is add
ing further heat to a cli
mate already warmed
by human activities,"
she said.

The warming phase
of a mnatural climate
cycle, El Nino tempo
rarily raises sea tem
peratures in the tropi
cal Pacific, triggering
changes in weather that
can increase the risk of
drought and flooding,
and exacerbate man
made global warming.

Experts say it could
help make 2027 the hot
test year on record.

Emergencias in Peru

Peru declared a state of
emergency across much
of the country on Tues
day, given the “immi
nent danger” posed by
El Nino-linked flooding,
authorities said.

It followed Bolivia's
decision to announce a
national state of emer
gency over the weather
pattern’s effects.

El Nino cycles can

bring heavy rain to Lat
in America, and down
pours have already in
undated parts of Pern's
northern Tumbes and
Piura regions.
Authorities said more
than nine million peo
ple — nearly a third of
the country’s population
was at high risk of
flooding and landslides.

5ri Lanka power surge

In parts of Asia, drought
linked to El Nino has
raised the prospect of
hydropower shortages
due to hotter and drier
weather.

But for now, Sri Lan
ka's state-owned elec-
tricity company has
withdrawn a proposed
price increase, citing El
Nino-linked heavy rain
that has improved hy-
dro reservoir storage.

However, the country
is expected to face se
vere drought conditions
in the first half of 2027,
which officials said
would force authorities
to turn to more expen
sive — and polluting
thermal generation.

Currently, about 70
percent of Sri Lanka's
electricity demand is
met by renewables
mainly hydro and solar

while the remainder
comes from coal and
diesel.

Philippines’
response fund

The Philippines said this
week it has set aside over
$980 million for an “El
Nino response plan” that
will “mitipate the impact
of the climate risk on
agriculture”,

Agriculture  accounts
for about eight percent
of the Philippines' gross
domestic product and
employs one in four Fili
pinos, according to gov
ernment figures.

The agriculture depart
ment said production of
unmilled rice fell 18 per
cent in the three months
to September on impacts
from El Nino and the Iran
war, which has spiked
fuel and fertiliser prices.

In November, the coun-
try expects “below nor
mal to way below nor
mal rainfall’, the state
weather service said on
Wednesday.

El Nino in numbers

Three: the number of
times a November dis
ruption to the polar vor
tex has happened since
records bhegan in  the
1950s. Scientists said this
week they were chserving
an unprecedented early
disruption that raises the
risk of cold snaps and is
likely linked to EI Nino.

20: The percentage
change that 2026 equals
or exceeds 2024 as the
warmest year on record,
according to the Copernd
cus monitorn

33: The number of
countries that broke Oc-
tobher heat records, ac-
cording to an AFP analy
sis of Copernicus data.

Food price increases

El Nino disturbs global
weather patterns, bring
ing heavy rain to some
regions and drought to
others.

Both can impact har
vests and production of
crops for animal feed.

Floods can be par
ticularly  devastating,
destroying stored food
and damaging the in
frastructure and trans
portation needed to get
products to market.

All these elements can
push up prices, and the

impacts “can emerge
well before harvests
are completed”, said

Maximo Torero, chief
economist at the United
Wations' Food and Ag
riculture Organisation
[FAD).

“Markets react to ex
pectations of future
shortages and uncer
tainty itself can generate
volatility,” he told ATE,

This year's El Nino im
pacts are exacerbated by
the price shocks caused
by the Iran war, which
has raised the cost of
fuel and fertiliser for
farmers, and impacted
household spending
globally.

“For vulnerable house
holds, even moderate
food price increases can
have huge consegquenc-
es," said Torero.

“Poor families spend
a large share of their
incomes on food and
therefore hawve limited
capacity to absorb price
shocks and spikes,” he
added.

PSUT, Japanese embassy hold lecture
on future of robotics, avatar technology

ANMAN (JT) The
Princess Sumaya Uni
versity for Technol
ogy (PSUT} on Tuesday
hosted an online lecture
titled “Awvatars and the
Future Society”, deliv
ered by Hiroshi Ishiguro
from Osaka University.
The lecture was held
under the patronage of
HEH Princess Sumaya,
Chair of the Board of
Trustees of PSUT, in co
operation with the Japa
nese embassy in Am
man, the Jordan News
Apency, Petra, reported.

Ishipurs  presented
autonomaons robots
and avatar technolo-

gies, including remotely
controlled robots and
computer graphic char-
acters, explaining how
these technologies en
able individuals to par-
ticipate in activities re
motely without physical
presence,

Ishipuro stressed the
importance of build
ing an inclusive soci
ety for individuals of
diverse backgrounds
and walues, highlighting
the potential of avatar
technologies to support
caregivers and parents
by enabling flexible par
ticipation in work and
social life.

Petra photo

The Princess Sumaya University for Technology on Tuesday hosts an online lecture titled ‘Avatars and the Future Society,’
delivered by Hirashi Ishiguro from Osaka University

The professor outlined
how avatar technologies
remove physical, men-
tal, spatial and tempo-
ral constraints, allowing
individuals to manage
multiple virtual per
somas across  employ
ment, education, medi
cal services and social
interactions.

PSUT President We-
jdan Abu Elhaija wel

comed the collabora
tion with the Japanese
embassy, underscoring
the role of international
academic partnerships
in driving scientific in
novation and preparing
students for rapid tech
nological advances.
Japanese Ambassador
to Jordan Hideki Asari
expressed appreciation
to the university for or

ganising the lecture, re
affirming the embassy's
commitment to enhanc
ing academic ties and
encouraging students to
explore future techno
logical capabilities.
Ishiguro, who holds
a PhD from Osaka Uni
versity and currently di
rects the Moonshot Re
search and Development
Frogram and AVITA

Corporation, is known
for creating the android
Geminoid.

His research focuses
on interactive robotics,
avatar technology, and
android science, earn
ing him numerous ac
colades, including the
Tateisi Award and an
honorary doctorate from
Aarhus  University of
Denmark

Pope leads mega mass
in Buenos Aires, meets abuse victims

BUENOS AIRES, Argen
tina (AFF Pope Leo
XIV led a mass with two
and-a-half-million people
in Argentina on Monday,
and later urped protection
of society'’s most vulner
able as he met disabled
people and clerical abuse
victims.

The Buenos Aires mass
drew the largest crowd
of Leo's papacy to date,
as faithful travelled from
far and wide to see the
71-yearold less than a
manth after he underwent
lung cancer surgery.

Cheering and waving
crowds packed a kilom
eters-long stretch of Ave.
nida del Libertador, with
excitement reaching fever
pitch when gisnt screens
relayed imapes of the
pope’s joumney through
the city.

‘It was very moving,”
said mechanic Hector So-
lis, who travelled cross.
country in a three-car
convoy for the mass.

“We were at the wvigil
last night, from midnight,
and were surprised by
how many people were
already there," he told AFF.

Across the capital, ven
dors sold T-shirts, caps
and flags bearing Leo's
image, while his likeness
appeared on  alfajores
pastries and jars of dulce
de leche as Argentines
marked the first papal
visit to the country in
decades.

“There iz a pgreat
deal of emotion here,”
said G0-yearold Carlos
Fuentes, who had come
1,500 kilometres.

There were emotional

AFF phots

Pope Leo XIV greets Catholic faithful ahead of celebrating Mass at the Monument to the
Spaniards in the Palermo neighborhood of Buenos Aires, Argentina, on Monday

scenes in the evening as
well, when Leo appeared
on the balcony of the
archbishop’s residence to
wave to crowds gathered
below:.

“Thank you,
fires. Thank you,
tina. May the Lord's bless-
ing reach the heart of each
one of youl” he said, leav
ing many of the faithful
wiping away tears.

Buenos

‘Beloved’

The trip is being seen by
many as a homecoming
of sorts, in honour of Lea's
Argentine  predecessor
Francis, who never re
turned to the country after
becoming pope.

Leo became emotional
as he paid tribute to Fran
cis, calling him “our belov
ed"P ope.

Mamny in the crowd were

visibly moved too. Teacher
Gonzalo Trejo said the
Fope was priortising
the Church’s social doc
trine “which Pope Francis
championed”,

Leo also privately met
five wvictims of clerical
abuse, hearing from each
individually about their
suffering at the hands
of the clergy or within
ecclesial institutons in
Arpentina,

The private acdience
followed criticism from a
network of clergy abuse
survivors in  Argentina
who accuse the Church
of failing to deliver on its
promises of “zero toler
ance” of abusers.

Leo expressed his “oom
mitment to strengthen-
ing measures for protec
tion” within the Catholic
Church and expressed his
closeness to other victims

he had not been able to
meet, the Vatican said.

‘Blessing,’ not a burden

The US-borm pontiff has
dedicated mmuch of his 12
day tour of South America
so far to defending the
rights of the weak and
downtrodden.

Earlier Monday, he vis-
ited the Pequeno Cottalen
go home for people with
disabilities in the Buenos
Aires suburb of Claypole,
where he said a nation's
progress should be judged
by the way it treats its
most vulnerable citizens.

His comments touched
on a sensitive issue in Ar
gentina, where disability
organisations and church
leaders have slammed the
human costs of President
Javier DMilei's austerity
drive.

Besident Marta Torres
who is blind, has cer
ebral palsy and was aban
doned by her mother as a
child — told Leo how she
had long searched for “a
place to live”.

At Cottolengo  “they
helped me stop feeling
rejected,” she said. “Here, I
feel so happy.”

Leo said disabled peo
ple were "not a burden on
society” but “a blessing”,

He also praised com
munities that uphold the
dignity and inclusion of
people often pushed to so
ciety's margins.

“Places like this have
much to say to our socie
ties, which are often driv
en solely by the pursuit of
economic success or the
cult of outward appear
ance,” he said.

Founded by an Italian
gaint, the 50-hectare Cot
tolengo complex is one of
Argentina’s  best-lmown
Catholic charitable in
stitutions, described by
the Vatican as a “city of
charity”.

‘Indispensable’

The Pope's packed sched
ule — which Leo refused
to reduce following his
surgery — saw him also
meet Mon with busi
ness leaders, workers and
trade unions, which are
angered by Milei's labor
reforms, which limit the
right to strike.

Leo praised the “indis-
pensable” role played by
unicns “when they defend
those who have no voice
and resist the commodifi
cation of labour®,

Jordan’s exports to EU rise 11.4%

Continued from page 1

The rise in exports
and decline in im

ports helped narrow

Jordan's trade deficit
with the EU by 10.9
per cent to JD1.531
billion, down from
JD1.719 billion a year

earlierr The deficit
decreased by JD1E8
million.

Beyond its trade
with the EU, Jordan

ahead of investment

also recorded growth
in exports to several
other economic blocs.
Exports to countries
belonging to the Great

er Arab Free Trade Area
rose by B per cent to
JD2.733 billion during
the first eight months
of the year.

conference

Shipments to nomn
Arab Asian countries
increased by 15.8 per
cent to JD1.479 hil
lion, while exports to

other economic blocs
climbed by Z2Z3.6 per
cent to JD482 million.
In contrast, Jordan's
EXports to countries

covered by the North
American Free Trade
Agreement  declined
by 11.3 per cent to
JD1.359 billion.

Jordan extends condolences
to Bulgaria over pileup accidents victims

Continued from page 1

Crashes snared
arvund 50 ecars and
trucks heading in both
directions of the high
way linking the capital
Sofia to the Black Sea
city of Burgas, regional
governor Georgi Chala

kov told the BTA state
NEWS BEENCY.

Interior Minister Ivan
Demerdzhiev said in a
statement that a sud
den change in weather
conditions was the main
reason for the pileup.

Wisibility was around
70-80 metres immedi

ately before the incident,
but dropped to approxd
mately 10 metres within
a short period, according
to information available
to the ministry.

“We are actively work
ing on equipping the toll
systemn  gantries with
display screens to wam

drivers,” he said.

The motorway section
should have been closed
early Tuesday, Bogdan
Milchev, chairman of
the Road Safety Institute
NGO, told public radio
station BNR, blaming
the government.

Eleven people died at

the scene, while another
person died after being
admitted to hospital, the
health ministry said in a
statement.

In total, 51 people were
admitted to hospitals in
nearby cities, with 13 of
them critically injured, it
added.

Gov't completes 9% of Economic Modernisation
Vision projects by Q3 2026 — report

Continued from page 1

The projects are de-
sipned to boost eco-
nomic growth, stimulate
investment, improve
service quality and
strengthen the competi
tiveness of the national
economy, the report
said.

They also seek to ac

celerate project imple

mentation, complete the
necessary  legislative,
regulatory and proce-
dural requirements, and
enhance coordination
among government in
stitutions and relevant
partners.

The report’s publica
tion reflects the gowvern-
ment’s commitment to
advancing the Econom
ic Modemisation Vision

through an institutional
framework centred on
monitoring,  perform
ance measurement and
impact ASSESSMEnt,
while ensuring trans
parency regarding im
plementation progress
and efforts to strength
en Jordan's regional and

international competi
tiveness, Al Mamlaka
said.
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CBJ: Turning
risk into readiness

By Hamza Alakalik

profound divide separates an institution
Athat waits passively for a storm to break

from one that builds its fortresses before
danger ever knocks on its door. This distinction
is measured not merely by the weight of avail-
able resources, but by the clarity of strategic vi
sion, the character of leadership and the depth
of institutional culture.

When Elon Musk publicly highlighted the
Central Bank of Jordan's {CBJ) adcoption of Star-
link satellite connectivity on X, it drew interna-
tional attention to a pioneering regional prece
dent. Yet, viewed through a higher strategic lens,
this deployment must not be misconstrued as
an isolated techmical novelty or a simple vendor
partnership. Rather, it represents a wvital mile
stone along a far grander sovereign journey — a
continuous effort to forge an adaptive, enduring
financial architecture capable of safeguarding
public trust under the most complex global con-
ditions.

Subsea cables can be damaged, communica-
tions networks can fail and geopolitical tensions
can escalate with little warning. For financial
institutions, the essential question is not what
to do after disruption strikes, but what must
be in place beforehand to keep critical services
running? Readiness begins when risks are an-
ticipated, plans are tested and responsibilities
become operational capabilities.

The Central Bank's establishment and activa-
tion of a satellite connectivity gateway through
Starlink reflects this approach. In a digital econ
omy, financial stability rests not only on sound
monetary and supervisory policies, but also on
the resilience of the infrastructure, systems and
people that support the flow of money. An alter-
native communications route can help protect
banking services when terrestrial networks are
unavailable.

Eehind institutional achievements are leaders
who identify risks, set priorities and connect
strategy with delivery. At the Central Bank, this
includes Governor Dr Adel Al Sharkas, execu-
tive and technical leaders, and specialist teams
whose expertise turns priorities into practical
capabilities.

Leadership should be judged not only by the
decisions it makes, but by the institution it
builds. That requires investment in national tal
ent, multidisciplinary teams and future leaders.
It also means creating a culture of shared re
sponsibility, knowledge transfer and perform-
ance that does not depend on one individual
Strong institutions preserve expertise, learn
from experience and remain capable as people
and circumstances change.

The financial sector's cyber incident response
team, Jo-FInCERT, offers a practical exam-
ple. It takes cyber preparedness beyond indi-
vidual institutions. Through sector-wide co-
ordination and information-sharing, finanecial
institutions can strengthen their ability to iden
tify threats, respond to incidents and learn from
emerging risks.

Confidence is built not through a single an
nouncement, but through consistent policies,
effective supervision, disciplined institutions
and the capacity to meet commitments under
pPTESSUrE.

The Starlink gateway adds another layer to
this framework. A satellite backup route diversi
fies that dependence and provides an additional
option if terrestrial communications are dis-
rupted. It is an important safeguard, but Its ef-
fectiveness will depend on banks completing the
necessary connections, testing failover arrange-
ments, securing reliable power, maintaining cy
bersecurity controls and identifying essential
services. Connectivity is only one part of conti-
nuity; it must be supported by resilient systems,
trained personnel and clear procedures.

The wider significance of the Central Bank's
approach lies in the capabilities built around
the technology: Leadership that anticipates,
skilled teams that deliver, people who train, and
an institution that learns and adapts. This is the
difference between acquiring a backup system
and building lasting readiness.

The true measure of institutional leadership
is not a project’s success on launch day. It is
whether the institution can perform as circum-
stances shift, leaders change and crises deepen.
By preparing before disruption occurs, the Cen-
tral Bank helps protect more than banking serv
ices. It helps sustain confidence in the economy
and strengthen the foundations of long-term
stability.

On the occasion of the conference of scientific
and space attachés and agricultural experts

fundamental pillar of growth

diplomacy. Science is a major
driving force behind competitive-
ness and economic growth. Ar
tificial intelligence, robotics and
digitalizsation are transforming in-
dustry, and Italy must play a lead.
ing role in these transformations.
Through our scientific attachés,
we are turning our embassies into
advanced centres promoting Ital
ian research around the world.
This is why I have decided to in-
vest increasingly in this network,
which we are working to expand
across all continents.

Exports are a source of pride
for our economy. Last year, we
reached a record fipure of 643 hil-
lion euros. This year, we are grow-
ing at an even faster rate, at ap
proximately & per cent. Our goal is
to reach 700 billion euros by 2027,
and scientific diplomacy can make
a significant contribution towards
achieving this objective.

Italian researchers around the
world, who are true ambassa-
dors of Italy's scientific heritage
abroad, will play a pivotal role.
I am particularly pleased to an-
nounce the establishment of a
Confederation of Associations of
Italian Researchers Worldwide.
By bringing this extracrdinary
wealth of talent together within
a single network, Italy will be-
come more influential and more
advanced.

Scientiﬁc diplomacy is now a

lﬁ] = Our ohbjec-
}' : tive is both
straightfor-
ward and

D€

N ambitious:
ﬁ:,_,. To continue
strengthen-
ing the great
team working
to interna-
tionalise Ital-
ian research.
Our scientific
diplomacy
must increasingly place innova-
tion and support for start-ups at
the heart of its activities. In the
field of adwvanced technologies,
I am thinking of the important
work we are doing in artificial in-
telligence, a priority that we are
promoting within the G7, the G20,
the United Nations and our rela-
tions with international partners,
while always keeping people at
the centre.

At the Ministry of Foreipn Af-
fairs, we have launched three
working groups dedicated to the
internationalisation of strategic
sectors: Biotechnology and life
sciences; cybersecurity and arti-
ficial intelligence; and guantum
technologies. At the Export Con-
ference dedicated to Southern
Ttaly, held in Bari on 16 June, we
launched a start-up laboratory
We are strengthening our com-
mitment across all strategic sec-
tors.

|
i

Antonio Tajani

Space is a vital field and essen-
tial to the competitiveness of Italy
and Europe. I emphasised this at
the General Assembly of the Space
Economy, which I hosted on Mon-
day at the headquarters of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

I am also thinking of our major
commitment to critical raw ma-.
terials, and securing supplies of
everything our industry mneeds.
For the first time, Italy now has a
genuine foreign policy strategy on
raw materials and we have also
raised this issue at the European
level.

Food security and support for
our agricultural sector are also
among our key priorities. Agricul-
tural experts can play a decisive
role in supporting our export plan
and diversification strategy. Ex
panding access to foreign markets
is of strategic importance for our
exports.

International partnerships will
become increasingly central to
our efforts. We will continue to
rely on our traditional partners,
such as Europe and the United
States, but we must alsoc pursue
diversification in this field.

Above all, T am thinking of the
wider Mediterranean region,
which, in my wision, extends to
the Gulf, India and beyond, as
well as Africa, which is a priority
for the government. The povern-
ment is committed to making this
vast region an increasingly im-

portant area of stability, dialogue
and growth, There are numerous
areas for cooperation, including
precision agriculture, renewable
energy, climate change, water re
sources and space.

Italy's commitment to strength-
ening ties between Europe and
the Mediterranean region is part
of this strategy. We are at the
forefront of efforts to adwvance
the major IMEC (India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor),
a strategic initiative that will
connect Europe with major Asian
markets.

This is not simply about ports
and infrastructure. In our vision,
the corridor is also a major chan-
nel for science, knowledge and
innovation. We are making our
outstanding resources available,
including our ports of Trieste and
Gioia Tauro, as well as our re
search centres.

We are therefore particularly
pleased with the decision by
UNESCO Director General Khaled
El Enany to transform Trieste into
a global scientific huh.

To make Italy stronger and bet-
ter prepared for the challenges of
the future, a major collective ef-
fort invelving institutions, busi
nesses and regional authorities is
essential.

Speech by Antonio Tajani, deputy prime
rilnister of [taly and minlster of forelgn
affairs

Where are the industrial opportunities in Jordan?

Raad Mahmoud Al-Tal

is not simply the size of its

import bill, but rather the
nature of the goods it imports
and the extent to which domestic
production could replace some
of them. When a country imports
products that could potentially
be manufactured locally, it in-
curs more than the direct cost of
those imports. It also misses op-
portunities to expand its produc
tive capacity, create employment,
generate higher value added, and
strengthen linkages across eco-
nomic sectors.

In this context, the study "An
Assessment of Production Gaps
and Alternatives for Import Sub-
stitution: Potential Investment
Opportunities”, prepared by the
Jordan Chamber of Industry,
provides an important contribu-
tion to the debate on Jordan's
industrial development. Rather
than focusing solely on the con-
ventional discussion of the trade
deficit, the study seeks to identify
specific areas where import de-
pendence could be transformed
into viable domestic investment
opportunities. Drawing on Jor
dan's foreign trade data for 2025,
it reveals significant differences
in the scale of production gaps
across various industrial sec-
tors.

According to the study, im-
ports of products for which no
equivalent domestic production
was identified amounted to ap-
proximately JD9.048  billion.
Engineering, electrical and in-
formation technology industries
accounted for the largest share,
with imports valued at JD3.851
billion, representing approxi-
mately 42.6 per cent of the total.
Mining industries ranked sec
ond, at JD1.556 billion, followed
by food, provisioning, and live-

Jl:urdan's economic challenge

stock industries, at JD1.477 bil
lion.

These figures suggest that po-
tential investment opportuni-
ties extend well beyond a single
industrial sector. Imports in the
chemicals and cosmetics indus-
tries amounted to approximately
JD524 million, while leather and
garment industries accounted
for JD491 million and pharma-
ceutical industries and medical
supplies for JD338 million. Con-
struction industries recorded
JD257 million, plastics and rub-
ber industries JDZ43 million,
packaging, paper, and cardboard
industries JD163million, and
wood and furniture industries
approximately JD148 million.

Yet, the significance of these
figures lies not only in the value
of imports, but also in the specific
products that account for these
gaps. In engineering industries,
for example, the study idemnti-
fies trade gaps of approximately
%120 million in industrial valves
and fittings and %121 million
in air pumps and compressors.
These products serve as essen-
tial inputs for the energy, water,
construction and manufactur
ing sectors. Developing domestic
production capacity in these are-
as could therefore strengthen lo-
cal supply chains and reduce the
dependence of other productive
activities on imported industrial
components.

The pharmaceutical and medi-
cal industries offer another im-
portant example, particularly
given their strategic significance.
The study identifies a trade gap
of approximately %509 million
in pharmaceutical preparations
and $242 million in human and
animal blood products used
for therapeutic and diagnostic
purposes. Although Jordan has
an established pharmaceuti-
cal manufacturing hase, these

figures point to potential op-
portunities to expand into more
specialised and technologically
advanced products. Such expan-
sion could enhance pharmaceuti-
cal security while increasing the
technological content and walue
added of national industry.

In the food sector, the potential
lies partly in strengthening the
connection between agricultural
production and food processing.
The study highlights opportuni-
ties in frozen potato production,
food processing, and the refin-
ing and packaging of vegetable
oils. These activities could create
stronger links between farmers
and manufacturers, allowing ag-
ricultural products to be trans-
formed into higher-value pgoods
rather than being marketed pri-
marily in their raw form or re-
placed by imported processed
products.

Nevertheless, the value of im.
ports should not be interpreted
as an immediately achievable
investment opportunity or as
a pguaranteed reduction in the
trade deficit. The existence of a
trade gap does not, in itself, es-
tablish that domestic production
would be economically wiable.
Investment decisions must take
account of the availability of raw
materials, energy costs, capital
requirements, technology, mar
ket size and the ability of local
producers to compete with im-
ported goods. Moreover, some
industries may require access to
larger regional and international
markets to achieve economies of
scale and attain competitive pro-
duction costs.

The policy priority should
therefore be to move beyond
identifying production gaps and
towards developing a clearly
defined portfolio of priority in-
dustrial investment projects. The
selection of these projects should

Othering speech, where hatred begins

By Zaid K. Maaytah

terrorist events much has

been said about hatred, ex-
tremism and the need to confront
them, but there iz another issue
that deserves our attention, one
that is less obvious and far more
familiar, the everyday language
through which we divide people
into us and them, often without
realising how such distinctions
influence the way we see our fel-
low citizens.

It is natural for people to iden-
tify with a religion, tribe, family
or social community, these iden-
tities are part of our lives and
often shape our relationships,
the problem begins when we use
them to judge others, when the
actions of an individual become
a judgement about an entire
community, or when differences
become reasons for suspicion,
this is othering, and it can exist
without any open expression of
hatred, in fact, some of these at-
titudes become so familiar that
we barely notice them in every

In the aftermath of the recent

day conversations.

Othering can weaken our com-
passion toward those we per
ceive as different, making us less
sensitive to their suffering and
more willing to believe negative
claims about them, over time,
this can create an environment
in which hate speech finds a
more receptive audience and ex-
tremist ideas become easier to
spread, the concern is not that
every prejudice will lead to ha-
tred, but that repeated divisions
can make hostile messages seem
more believahle than they other-
wise would.

This is why confronting hatred
should not be limited to laws
and security measures, govern-
ments can also act earlier by
encouraging greater interaction
between citizens from differ
ent backprounds, particularly
AMONg younger generations,
whose views of society are still
developing through their fami-
lies, schools, friendships and
daily experiences.

Schools from different areas
could organise joint trips and

projects, sports clubs could
hold joint events and competi-
tions, while municipalities and
civil society organisations could
bring residents together through
volunteering and community
activities, much of this can be
achieved through existing pro-
grammes, with greater attention
to bringing together people whao
might otherwise rarely interact,
and ensuring that these encoun-
ters are not limited to ceremoni-
al occasions but become a regu-
lar part of community life.
These encounters offer some-
thing that speeches about toler
ance cannot always achieve, the
opportunity to discover that peo-
ple from different backgrounds
share similar hopes, concerns
and everyday experiences, a
child who makes a friend dur
ing a school trip, or a young per-
son who meets others through
sports, may begin to guestion
assumptions they previously ac-
cepted without much thought
and such friendships can also in.
fluence how they respond when
they later hear unfair generalisa-

be guided by measurable eco-
nomic criteria, including the lev
el of domestic demand, the share
of local inputs, expected wvalue
added, employment generation,
the potential to reduce imports
and expand exports, and the ex-
tent of their linkages with other
sectors of the economy.

Input-ocutput analysis and
economic multipliers could add
an important dimension to this
process by capturing not only the
direct impact of industrial in-
vestments, but also their indirect
and induced effects across the
wider economy. A factory pro-
ducing engineering components
locally, for instance, could reduce
input costs for several other in-
dustries. Similarly, an invest-
ment in food processing could
generate additional demand for
agricultural products, packag-
ing, storage, transportation and
logistics services. The overall
economic contribution of such
projects may therefore extend
well beyond the ocutput gener-
ated by the factories themselves.

Import substitution should
not be understood as a return
to protectionist policlies or as
an attempt to shield domestic
producers from competition.
Rather, it should be viewed as
part of a broader strategy to
deepen Jordan's industrial base
and strengthen its productive
capabilities. The objective is not
to manufacture everything the
country imports, but to identify
those products for which Jordan
possesses genuine production
potential and can achieve com
petitive advantages.

The real opportunity lies in
turning identified import gaps
into  productive  investment,
stronger industrial linkages,
higher domestic value added and
sustainable sources of economic
growth.

tions about those communities.

This approach is also support-
ed by research showing that pos-
itive contact between different
social groups can reduce preju
dice, particularly when people
cooperate and interact as equals,
which makes the quality of these
activities as important as their
frequency, the objective is not
to convince people that their
differences do not exist, but to
ensure those differences do not
prevent them from understand-
ing and respecting one another.

Fighting hate speech and radi-
calisation remains essential, but
prevention should also begin be-
fore hatred takes hold, by mak-
ing better use of our schools,
sports facilities and community
institutions, we can help address
the divisions that allow it to
grow, and give more citizens the
oppoertunity to form their opin-
ions of others through personal
experience rather than inherited
assumptions.

The writer is researcher in economics
and behavioural policy
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The Jordanian Internal Audit Assodiation on Tuesday holds a ceremony marking International
Accounting Day under the theme ‘Accounting: An Evelving Profession in a Changing World®

Internal Audit Association
marks Int'l Accounting Day

Event highlights technology, governance, accountability

AMMAN (JT) — Under
the patronage of Au-
dit Bureau President
Radhi Al Hamadeen,
the Jordanian Inter
nal Audit Association
on Tuesday held a cer
emony marking Inter
national Accounting
Day under the theme
“Accounting: An Evolw
ing Profession in a
Changing World”.

During the meeting
which was attended
by experts from both
the public and private
sectors, Al Hamadeen
highlighted the impor
tance of events focus
ing on accounting and
auditing, saying that
the bureau's sponsor
ship reflects its con
viction in the vital role
the profession plays in
institutional and eco
nomic framewaorks, ac
cording to a statement
by Audit Burea.

He stressed the bu
reai’s commitment
to strengthening ties
with professional as
sociations in support
of the mnational inter
est, welcoming cooper
ation with the associa
tion as a key partner
in advancing oversight
practices and promot
ing governance and
accountahility across
state institutions.

Al Hamadeen said
that the Audit Bureau,
as the Kingdom's su-
preme audit institu
tion, views safeguard
ing public funds as a
responsibility that ex
tends heyond auditing
expenditure and de
tecting irregularities.

It is also directly
linked to ensuring the
efficient management
of national resources
to serve citizens and
support the develop
ment process led by
His Majesty King Ab
dullah and His Roy
al Highness Crown
Prince Hussein.

He stated that ef
fective owversight goes
beyond identifying
shortcomings to diag
nosing their root caus
es, proposing practical
recommendations and
monitoring their im
plementation to curb
waste and improve
public administration
efficiency. He also re-
iterated that auditing
serves as a tool for
reform and develop
ment, helping to build
public trust in state
institutions.

The event
featured
lectures by
academic

and industry
experts on the
evolution of
accounting
standards, Al
applications...

On technological
integration, Al Hama
deen said that digital
tools, data amnalytics
and artificial intel
lipence (AI) offer sig-
nificant opportunities
to modernise audit
ing mechanisms. He
highlighted the need
to upgrade techno
logical infrastructure,
strengthen digital in
tegration among gov
ernment entities and

prioritise cybersecuri-
ty and data protection.
President of Jorda
nian Internal Audit As
sociation, Nora Kilani,
noted that, since 10
November was desig
nated as International
Accounting Day, the
profession has un
dergone significant
changes, evolving from
paper-based ledgers
to digital systems and
the integration of AL
Kilani said despite
these technological ad
vances, the core values
of accuracy, transpar
ency and integrity re
main unchanged. She
added that accounting
has become a funda-

mental pillar of re-
SOUTCE  MAanagement,
performance meas

urement and strategic
decision-making.

Outlining the asso-
ciation's future vision,
Kilani identified three
key priorities; invest
ing in human capital
through  specialised
training programmes,
strengthening  part-
nerships  with  the
Audit Bureau, regula-
tory bodies and uni
versities, and driving
digital transforma-
tion through the de-
velopment of digital
platforms.

The event featured
lzctures by academic
and industry experts
on the evolution of ac
counting  standards,
Al applications, dig
ital transformation
and professional eth
ics under the stand
ards of the Interna
tional Federation of
Accountants.

The ceremony con
cluded with an inter-
active professional
competition and the
recognition of key con
tributors to the event's
SUCCESS, according
to the Audit Bureau
statement.

BUSINESS

EU-Jordan economic cooperation:

Two decades of partnershi

AMMAN (T Over
the past two decades,
economic cooperation

between the European
Union and Jordan has
evolved from a trade lib
eralisation agenda into
a broader partnership
forused on economic re
silience, investment, the
green transition and job
creation.

Shaped by the Associa
tion Agreement, regional
instability, the Syrian ref:
ugee crisis and Jordan's
domestic reform agenda,
the partmership has made
the EU one of Jordan's
principal trading partners
and an important source
of economic support.

The first-ever EU-Jor
dan Summit, held in
January 2026, and an
investment  conference
scheduled for later this
month mark the latest
stage in this evelving
relaticnship.

Foundations
of partnership

The legal foundations of
the partnership were laid
in 1997, when Jordan
signed the Euro-Mediter
ranean Association Apree
ment with the European
Communities and their
member states.

The agreement entered
into force in May 2002,
establishing a framework
for the pradual creation of
a free-trade area. Tariffs
on most industrial poods
were progressively elimi
nated, opening European
markets to Jordanian ex-
porters while giving Jor-
dan greater access to Eu
ropean goods, technology
and investment.

Trade in agricultural
products was liberalised
more gradually, with a
further agreement cov-
ering agricultural and
processed  agricultural
products  following in
2006-2007.

In 2010, Jordan was
granted “Advanced Sta
tus"” under the European
Neighbourhood Policy. Al-
though this did not offera
path to EU membership, it
signalled a deeper politi
cal and economic relation
ship, with expanded coop
eration in areas including
ENErgY, transport, govern
ance and trade.

Trade and rules of origin

Trade remains the cen
tral economic pillar of the
partnership. The EU sup
plies Jordan with machin
ery, wvehicles, chemicals,
pharmareuticals and oth
er high-value goods, while
Jordan exports chemicals,
textiles, agricultural prod
ucts and pharmaceuticals
to European markets.

In 2024, bilateral trade
in goods was worth ap
proximately euros 4.8 bil
lion. EU exports to Jordan
exceaded euros 4.1 billion,

i
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Economic cooperation between the European Union and Jordan has evolved, over the past two decades, fromatrade liberalisation
agenda into a broader partnership focused on economic resilience, investment, the green transition and job creation

while imports from Jor
dan stood at around euros
G600 million.

This imbalance reflects
Jordan’s reliance on Eu
ropean capital goods and
its relatively narromw in
dustrial export base. New
ertheless, access to the EU
market Temains strategi
cally important for Jorda
nian businesses, offering
arccess to alarge consumer
market, demanding qual-
ity standards and oppor
tunities to integrate into
European value chains.

A major tuming point
came in 2016, when the
EU agreed to simplify the
rules of origin governing
Jordanian 3

These rules determine
the extent to which a
product must be manu-
factured or processed lo
cally to qualify for prefer
ential market access. The
reform, reinforced in 2018,
reduced the required Jor
danian content from 60
per cent to 30 per cent for

many products.
The initiative was
linked to the 2016 Jordan

Compact, which sought
to support the Kingdom
in hosting Syrian refu

gees  while expanding
employment  opportuni
ties for both refupees and

Jordanians. Trade policy
thus became a tool for
promoting regional - sta
bility alongside economic
development.

Financial support
and reform

Financial assistance has
been another important
pillar of EU-Jordan coop
eration. Between 2014 and
2020, the EU committed
765 million euros in hilat
eral assistance through
the European Neighhour
hood Instrument.

A further 126 million
eurns channelled through
the MNeighbourhood In-
vestment Platform helped
mohilise around 580 mil
lion euros in investment.

Macro-financial as
sistance also became in
creasingly important after
2013, as Jordan faced the
BCONOMIC  CONSeqUENCES
of regional conflicts, dis-
rupted trade routes, high
energy costs and larpe
refugee inflovws.

The EU provided three
macro-financial — assist-
ance programmes which,
together with an  addi
tional 200 million eures in
COVID-19 relief, brought
its support to around 1.08
billion eurcs. The third
programme, adopted in
2020, was worth 500 mil
lion euros.

The ohjective extended
beyond providing liquid
ity to supporting econom
ic stability and structural
reform, helping  Jordan
absorb  external shocks
while encouraging fiscal
discipline and private sec
tor development.

The EU has also in
vested directly in Jordan's
productive  sectors, pro
viding more than 200 mil-
lion euros to around 1,300
small and medium-sized
enterprises over around a
decade.

I 2020, it launched the
“Innovation  for Enter
prise Growth and Jobs”
initiative to promote pri
vate sector innovation and
strengthen partnerships.

A greener, more
strategic agenda

From 2021 onwards, co
operaticn increasinghy
focused on  long-term
priorities. The EU-Jordan
Partnership ~ Prionties,
adopted in 2022, identi
fied sustainable economic
stahility, preen and digital
growth, education, decent
employment, governance
and regional stahility as
key areas of cooperation.
Jordan's acute water
scarcity and depend
ence on imported energy
make the preen transition
both an economic neces
sity and a natural area for

closer cooperation with
Europe.

In January 2025, the
two sides signed a Joint
Declaration launching a
Strategic and Compre-
hensive Fartnership for
225207,

Economic  resilience,
trade and investment
constitute one of its five
pillars, alongside po-
litical cooperation, secu
rity, human capital and
migration.

To support the partner
ship, the EU announced
a 3 billion euros package
comprising 640 million
euros in grants, around
1.4 billion euros in invest
ments and 1 hillion euro
in concessional macro-fi
nancial assistance loans,

The partnership's first
anniversary  coincided
with a significant politi
cal milestone. In January
2026, His Majesty King
Abdullah hosted the first
ever EU-Jordan Summit
in Amman, attended by
European Council Presi
dent Antonio Costa and
Euwropean Commission
President Ursula von der

The leaders rewviewed
progress under the part
nership, agreed to launch
a Security and Defence
Dialogue and reaffirmed
EU support for refugees
and host communities.

They also agreed to ex-
plore ways of enabling
Jordanian companies to
make better use of the
simplified rules of origin.
The summit underscored
the EU's view of Jordan
as a stahle partmer in a
turbulent region, with
both sides agreeing to
meet again in Brussels in
208,

The economic follow
up is scheduled for
19 November, when the
EU~Jordan  Investment
Conference opens at the
Dead Sea, with von der
Leyen expected to attend.

Announced during
the summit and subse

quently rescheduled, the
conference aims to bring
together  policymalkers,
investors and financial
institutions to translate
the partnership into tan
gible investment projects.

Flagship initiatives,
mcluding the Agaba-Am
man Water Desalination
and Conveyance Project
and the Agaba Digital
Hub, are expected to fea
ture prominenthy.

Challenges and outlook

Despite the progress
made, significant chal
lenges remain. Jordanian
exporters continue to face
diffieulties competing in
European markets, while
the trade balance remains
heavily tilted in favour of
the EUL

The long-discussed
Deep and Comprehensive
Free Trade Area has yet
to enter the negotiation
stage, despite the adop
ton of nepotiating di
rectives in 2011 and the
completion of a sustaina
hility impact assessment
n 2014.

Simplified rules of
origin and substantial
financial assistance have
provided important sup
port, but have yet to bring
about a fundamental
transformation  of Jor
dan’s export base.

Newvertheless, the direc-
tion of the partmership is
clear: it has evolved from
afocus on tariff liberalisa
tion into a comprehensive
agenda  encompassing
trade, investment, refugee
support, renewable ener
gy and digitalisation.

If Jordan can translate
improved market access,
European funding and
the projects advanced in
Amman and at the Dead
Sea into stronger exports,
productive  investment
and quality employment,
the mext two decades
could see a more bal
anced and mutually ben-
eficial partnership.

Stocks mixed as investors eye Al outlook; oil drops

LONDON (AFP) Asian
and Ewopean stocks
mostly pained while Wall
Street slipped on Tuesday
after rallying from last
weel's tech-led rout, with
AT titan Anthropic reveal
ing staggering revenue
growth ahead of an IPO
that could come as soon
as next week.

0il prices meanwhile
dropped further on rising
hopes of a resolution to
the US-Iran conflict that
has sent inflation surging,
forcing central banks to
raise interest rates.

Higher borrowing costs
could jeopardise the mas
sive Al investments that
are now facing prow
ing scrutiny after the
Democratic victories in
last week's US midterm
elections.

Fears of a slower AL

data centre  buildout
sparked heavy selling
across the tech sector last
week, thouph buyers have
stepped back im, with
much of Wall Street open
ing with further gains on
Tuesday.

MNwidia's bombshell
revelation of an affair be
tween CEQ Jensen Huang
and a suspected Chinese
spy also continued to roil
the sector: The AT chip be
hemoth is now the subject
of an FBI investigation.

Its shares fell a further
5.5 per cent after a 4.3 per
cent drop Monday.

The increased Al warl
ness has taken a toll on
Anthropic's IPO plans,
after the maker of artifi
cial intellience chathot
Claude said it would seek
to raise up to $64 billion
in its hotly anticipated

share sale — well below
the estimated $100 billion
it was seeking just a few
weeks ago.

The forecast came in a
securities filing in which
it revealed that revenue
soared to $17 hillion in the
third quarter, up from just
$1.4 billion a year earlier

“The path is not clear
for the AT trade, and it may
continue to struggle” even
if the Anthropic IPO is
sucressful next week, said
Kathleen Brooks, research
director at the trading
platform XTB.

European and Asian
stock markets mostly
Tose,

The dollar rose as most
Investors now EXpect a
further interest rate hike
by the Federal Reserve
is all but certain at next
month's policy meeting.

"Inflation remains
too high,” Fed Governor
Christopher Waller said
during an address in Lon-
don, ahead of data show
ing the US consumer price
index rose 0.4 per cent in
October from the previ
ous month, more than
the 0.3 per cent analysts
expected.

That suggested an an
nualised rate still well
above the Fed's target of
twio per cent.

Yields on US govern-
ment bonds rose, which

also weighed on US
equities.

International  bench
mark Brent crude oil pric.

es fell below $90 a barrel
for the first time since
Anpust as inwvestors saw
Teasons for optimism that
the US-Iran war could end
SOOTL

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

ANMMAN (JT)

Amman Stock Exchange (ASE]

trading value for Tuesday amounted to JD8.1
million spread over 3.3 million shares that trad
ed through 3,556 transactions.

The ASE share price index shed 0.49 per cent,
closing at 4067.99 points.

Out of 104 companies whose shares were
traded, the share price of 36 companies rose
while the share price of another 37 declined.

Topping the list of the companies whose
shares gained the most were Philadelphia Phar
maceuticals by 7.44 per cent, Northern Cement
Company by 6.67 per cent, Amwaj Properties
by 4.35 per cent, Comprehensive Land Develop
ment and Investment by 4.35 per cent, and Al
Rakaez Investment Company by 3.77 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the
most were Jordan International Insurance by
4.88 per cent, Al Israa for Education and Invest
ment Plc. by 3.85 per cent, Afaq for Energy Com
pany Plc. by 3.72 per cent, Assas for Concrete
Products Company Ltd by 3.36 per cent, and
Jordan Phosphate Mines by 3.06 per cent.
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INVESTIGATION

Former Greek football, basketball stars
snared in $225 m tax fraud probe

THESSALONIKI, Greece [AFP)

Former players on

Greece's football and basketball squads are under
investigation in an ongoing tax fraud case allegedly
involving thousands of businesses and hundreds of
millions of euros In debts to the state, Euro 2004
football champion Pantelis Kafes and former bas-
kethall national team star Panagiotis Liadelis are
among those under investigation, police files show.
Greek police on Tuesday said international war
rants would be issued in the case of some suspects
who are believed to have fled the country. Neither of
the ex-sportsmen were among those whose deten-
tion had been ordered. "Companies were opening
and shutting down essentially at the point where

debts to the Gresk state were incurred,”

police

spokeswoman Constantia Dimoglidou told the ERT
state television. Nearly 20 people were arrested in
connection with the investigation last weelk. The il
licit racket allegedly recruited fictitious managers

many of them cancer patients

to front over

2,000 shell companies, many of which eventually
went bust without paying tax.

CRICKET

Shakeel nears century as
Pakistan score 390-6 in first Test

RAWALPINDI, Pakistan (AFP) — Saud Shakeel was
edging towards a century on Tuesday as Pakistan
reached lunch at 390-6 on day two of the opening
Test against Sri Lanka in Rawalpindi. The 31-year
old left-hander resumed on 57 and added 34 to his
score in an extended two-and -a-half hour session to
be 91 not out off 192 balls at the break, nine short
of his fifth Test hundred. Pakistan began the day at
281-5 and last only Ghazi Ghori for 48 with Arafat
Minhas 27 not out at the interval. Shakeel, who has
so far hit nine boundaries, put on 96 with Ghori
for the sixth wicket. Sri Lanka had hoped for early
wickets but on a seemingly hard and pgreen pitch
their bowlers struggled despite taking the second
new ball after 80 overs. Dilshan Madushanka fi
nally made the breakthrough when Ghori edged him
to gully where Pasindu Sooriyabandara held a low
catch. Pace bowlers Asitha Fermando with 2-87 and
Madushanka (2-97) were the pick of the Sri Lanka
attack. The second and final Test is in Lahore from

November 17.

By Steven Griffiths
Agence France-Presse

LONDON (AFF) — Once
homeless and destitute,
Brighton have defied the
odds to emerge as the
most unexpected Pre-
mier League title con
tenders since Leices
ter's fairytale run a
decade ago

Brighton head into
the international break
proudly sitting second
in the Premier League
after Sunday's 2-0 win
against Brentford.

Fabian Hurzeler's side
have moved above far
wealthier clubs includ-
ing Manchester City,
Liverpool and Chelsea,
with leaders Arsenal
only five points ahead of
the high-flying Seagulls.

Brighton's climb to
wards the top of the ta
ble could easily be writ
ten off as a brief blip
before the league's tra
ditional powers reassert
their supremacy.

But that would be to
ignore the rock-solid
foundations laid by
Hurzeler and Albion's
astute  owner Tony
Bloom, a professional
gambler who has trans
formed Brighton since
taking a major gamble
when he bought the
club in 2009.

Brighton have won
seven of their 10 league
games this season, a
blistering run that in
cluded a pair of state-
ment victories.

Swatting aside cham
pions Arsenal 3-0 in
September while wear
ing a commemorative
kit to mark the club's
125th anniversary was
a memorable afternoon.

Brighton players celebrate after beating Manchester City

But beating City 1-0
in Manchester in Oc
tober — just days after
losing a League Cup
penalty shoot-out at
the Etihad Stadium
showed Brighton have
the bloody-minded
streak required to cope
with the pitfalls of a ti
tle race.

In a season in which
City are distracted by
their appeal against a
guilty verdict for finan
cial breaches, Liverpool
and Chelsea are rebuild
ing under new manag
ers and Manchester
United are in disarray,
there could be an open
ing for Brighton to repli
cate Leicester's fairytale
title triumph in 2016.

Catching Arsenal will
not be easy but Hurzel
er admitted there is
mounting  excitement

around his club.

Asked when support
ers could start to dream
of a title bid, Hurzeler
said: "They should be
always excited if they
watch our game, and
that's our job to make
them excited.

"1 always say they can
dream, they can have
high expectations on us,
but these are things we
can't control.”

Hurzeler became the

youngest — permanent
manager in Premier
League history when

Bloom lured him from
St Pauli in 2024,

Born in Texas, the
33-year-old German
had a modest playing
career before tuming
to coaching, where he
caught Bloom's eye by
leading 5t Pauli into the
Bundesliga.

UK writer M. John Harrison wins
Booker for Al-tinged apocalyptic novel

LONDON (AFF UK
author M. John Harrison
won the Booker Prize
on Monday for his enig
matic novel “The End of
Everything”, which ech
oes concerns about ar
tificial intelligence in a
darkly satirical depic
tion of post-apocalyptic
Britain.

Harrison, 81, became
the oldest winner of the
award, which comes
with a £50,000 {§67,000
prize and a hoost in
sales and profile for the
winner.

Aweteran of the British
science fiction literary
scene, it was Harrison's
first time being short
listed for the coveted
prize, which critics hawve
said was long overdue.

He beat shortlisted
authors Marlon James,
Douglas Stuart, Eliza
beth Strout, Luke Ken
nard and Rebecca Perry,
whose entries ranged
from a queer epic unfold
ing in 1980s Kingston to
a campus satire set in
modern-day London.

“The End of Ewvery
thing" came out "ahead
in terms of both its ex
traordinary expert writ
ing, but also huge ambi
tion," chair of the judges
Mary Beard told a press
conference.

Harrison's 13th novel
follows the beachcomber
Phillip Tennent and his

-

THE END OF d

AFP photo

British author M. John Harrison poses with his book "The End of Everything' in London on

Sunday

dementia-stricken, free
spirited aunt Marnie,
set in the near-future on
the windswept English
coast invaded by myste
rious chjects known as
the iGhetti.

An unnamed catastro
phe plunges the charac
ters into @ murky post
apocalyptic world where
the European continent
seems to have disap
peared and the arrival
of the iGhetti, which can
imitate humans, evoke
interactions with artifi
cial intellipence.

“0ne main point of the
hook is that if, or when,
such an  apocalypse
comes it will be incom
prehensible,” Beard said,

adding the book spoke to
the present "moment”.

“This is the politics of
now seen through the
lens of the future,” Beard
said in a statement.

In dream-like episodes
this tight, 198-page now
el alludes to Brexit, the
Covid-19 pandemic and
the invasion of technol
opy into daily life.

As is often the case
with Harrison's writ
ing, which has been
described as genre
bending and singular,
the plot counts less than
the atmosphere, and the
author's elliptical and
poetic style heightens
the feeling of gradual
collapse.

Al concerns

"Current affairs provid

ed the themes and the
satire," Harrison said of
his book. "What happens
when all of our expecta

tions and explanations
of the world become an
ongoing disaster, but we
gtill have to make a life?"

The author previously
said he was inspired by
the 2008 financial cri
gis, and wanted to write
a novel about the “fail
ure of explanation in
society”.

Bom in Rughy, Eng
land, in 1945, Harriscn,
is the author of nu
merous science fiction
books, including the Viri
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conium saga (1971-1984)
and “Light" (2002), the
first volume of a trilogy
Inown as The Kefahuchi
Tract, renowned as ma
jor works of the penre.

Little known to the
general public beyond
circles of science fic
tion enthusiasts, when
he was shortlisted, The
Telegraph  mewspaper
wrote: "Finally, he's get
ting his due."

The theme of artificial
intellipence has been
on the judges' minds
through the yearlong
selection process, which
saw them whittle down
163 entries to a shortlist
of six novels.

Beard pointed out con
cerns surrounding Al
were "pretty high on this
book".

"Phillip has got this
obiject, this artefact, and
it's mot clear how sen
tient it is. It's not clear
what it is," Beard said in
a press conference to an
nounce the winner.

In an earlier interview
with AFP, Beard said the
prize-awarding  panel
would have to think
about the role of AL in
publishing and writing
in the coming years.

"I think for the future
it's inevitable that that
will be on the agenda.
You can't bury your head
in the sand about that "
she said.

His work at Brighton
has been even more im
pressive, taking them to
a pair of eighth place
finishes in the Premier
League and into this
season’s UEFA Confer

ence League.
Stampeding bull

Bloom has also been
a gleeful disruptor
of foothall's  estahlish
ment.

When lifelong fan
Bloom purchased

Brighton, they were lan

guishing in the third tier
with sipgnificant debts
and playing at a ram

shackle athletics sta

dium on the outskirts of
the town.

Implementing the
ground-breaking use of
analytics and advanced
scouting technaol

NEW YORK (AFP)
Breakout hit documen
tary "You Can See Eve
rything” has spawmed a
cultural moment.

The  three-hourlong
film phmges audiences
into the surreal world of
Elizabeth Holmes, one
time doyenne of Silicon
Valley imprisoned for
fraudulent claims about
her supposedly revolu

tionary blood-testing
tech.

A smash box office
success, the film

which begins one month
before Holmes heads to
prison has spawned
ubiquitous internet me
mes, lookalike contests
and commentary from
influencers enamored by
the darkly comiec, dead
pan style of her mock in
quisitor, Nathan Fielder.
Holmes's legend as a
rare woman tech founder
has proven fertile ground
for numerous media
postmortems of her sham
business’s implosion.
"T've followed this sto
ry a lot over the years,"
said filmgoer Alexandra
Lesnik, 29, at a packed
afternoon screening  in
Brooklyn, the first time
she had watched a docu
mentary in a theatre.
“This was a new, differ
ent perspective of her”
Anpther cinemagoer,
Nathan Sayers, said he
had "read a lot about
her" ahead of the film's
release.
"What

brought me
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dream' of Premier League
title charge after surge to second place
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ogy, Bloom has helped
Brighton sign unknown

youngsters and turn
them into top-level
stars.

He brought Brighton
back to a purpose-built
new stadivm in 2011,
sparking a golden era
that serves as a stark
contrast to their chaotic
past.

“Anyone walking into
Brighton today com
pared to even 15 years
ago would not think
it was the same foot
ball club," sporting di
rector Mike Cave said.

In keeping with the
hipster seaside town's
colourful commu
nity, Brighton has al
ways been one of Eng
lish foothall's more
eccentric outposts since
their foundation in
1901,

Trophies might have
been in short supply
on the South coast, but
Brighton have a habit of
giving their fans unfor-
gettable moments — for
better or worse.

A 1983 FA Cup final
appearance against
Manchester United fea
tured a famous miss by
Gordon Smith that could
have secured the club’s
first major silverware.

Brighton WeTE
thrashed by United in
the replay and crashed
out of the top-flight the
same Season.

An even more cata
strophic relegation from
the Football League in
1997 was only avoided
on the last day of the
season after a live bull

used as Hereford's
mascot stampeded
onto the pitch during
a dramatic draw that
saved Brighton from po
tential oblivien.

The club spent two
years in exile, playing
their matches 70 miles
from Brighton at Gill
ingham, after the Gold
stone  Ground, their
home since 1902, was
sold because of escalat
ing debts.

From the depths of
despair, Brighton have
emerged unscathed.

“What got this foot
ball club through was
the determination of its
fans. The bucket collec
tions. The protests. The
refusal to accept the Al
bion should disappear”
Bloom said.

Whether their dreams
of Premier League glo
ry are fulfilled or not,
the mere possibility is
already  afootballing
miracle.

THE JORDAN TIMES LI I E

'You Can See Everything' captures
weirdness of 'post-truth era’
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Weaving a web combining reality TV, mockumentary and
exaggerated naivety, co-director Nathan Fielder peels back

the layers of a convicted liar

was a lot of buzz among
friends," added Sayers,
53, who concluded the
AZ4 film was in his “top
five movies".

Eate Rennchohm, as
sistant professor of film
studies at Lawrence Uni
versity, said she had "stu
dents waiting after class
every day to talk about
the film as well as
e-mailing me out of the
blue”,

Weaving a web com
bining  reality TV, moc
kumentary and exag
gerated naivety, Felder
peels back the layers of a
convicted liar who none
theless does everything
to convince the wviewer,
and maybe herself, she is
truthful,

Throughout the
lengthy immersion in
Holmes's weird world,
the wiewer is invited to
grapple with the ques
tion of whether the

former hillionaire busi
nesswoman  truly  be-
lieved she created a med
ical marvel and whether
she was manipulated by
others.

"The story just changes
in s0 many ways, and I
feel like the villain also
changes a lot in the stoty
too,” said New Yorker Av
ery Smith, 27.

'‘Deny, deny, deny’

“The film has fully tran-
scended the documen
tary label,” said Nora
Stone, an assistant pro
fessor of film production
at the University of North
Alabama.

The film, which has
generated persistent Os
car buzz and pulled in
some $80 million at the
domestic box office, has
benefitted from the mar
keting muscle of the A24
studio, she added.
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