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HRH Crown Prince Hussein on Wednesday visits Tehnopol Science and Business Park in

Tallinn, Estonia

Crown Prince visits Tehnopol
Science and Business Park

ANMDMAN (JT) HRH
Crown Prince Hussein
on  Wednesday wvis
ited Tehnopol Science
and Business Park in
Tallinn, Estonia, ac
cording to a Royal Court
statement.

The Crown Prince
held a meeting with
Head of Tehnopol Accel
erator Anne-Liisa Elbre
cht, during which they
discussed prospects
for cooperation and ex
change of expertise in
the fields of business

start-up incubators,
research commerciali
sation and connecting
start-ups in both coun
tries, as well as the lat
est developments in the
sectors of artificial in
telligence, digital health
and cyber security.

His Royal Highness
also observed a demon
stration of specialised

technological defence
systems,
Tehnopol Science

and Business Park is
the largest science and

business park in the
Baltic States, home to
more than 200 com
panies specialising in
artificial intelligence,
advanced techmology,
cyber security, defence
techneologies and digital
health.

Minister of Digital
Economy and Entrepre
neurship Sami Smeirat,
and Director of the Of
fice of the Crown Prince
Zaid Bagain accompa
nied the Crown Prince
on the visit.
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Crown Prince meets with

AMMAN (IT) HERH
Crown Prince Hussein
on Wednesday met
with Estonia President
Ulle Madise in Tallinn.

The Crown Prince
conveyed His Maj
esty King Abdullah's
regards to President
Madise, and congrat
ulated her on being
elected. His Royal High
ness also highlighted
the strength of rela
tions between the two
countries and peoples,
as well as Jordan's
readiness to enhance
cooperation in various
sectors,  particularly
economic ones, accord
ing to a Royal Court
statement.

The Crown Prince
emphasised the impor
tance of building on
shared potential, not
ing key areas for coop
eration, particularly in
defence systems, tech
nology, education and
tourism. He also ex
pressed Jordan's keen
interest in leveraging
Estonia’s expertise in
digitalising gOVETT
ment services and de
veloping policy.

Hi= Royal Highness
discussed the King-
dom's religious tourism

HRH Crown Prince Hussein on Wednesday meets with Estonia President (lle Madise in Tallinn

offerings, and shared
details on Jordan's
preparations for the
2030 millennium cele-
brations commemorat
ing two thousand years

Prime minister, Lower House speaker stress
cooperation to advance national priorities
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Prime Minister Jafar Hassan on Wednesday congratulated lbrahim Tarawneh on his election as

Lower House Speaker

AMMAN (IT) Prime
Minister Jafar Haszsan on
Wednesday congratulat
ed Lower House Speaker
Ihrahim Tarawneh and
members of the House's
Permanent Bureau on
their election to their re-
spective positions.
During a meeting with
Tarawneh, the two sides
stressed the importance
of continued consulta
tion and cocrdination
between the government
and Parliament on key
issues and legislation in
the public interest in ac
cordance with the Consti
tution, the Jordan News
Agency, Petra, reported.
Tarawmneh under
scored the importance

of strengthening coop

eration between the two
authorities to  trans
late the comtents of the
Speech from the Throne
into  practical action
plans that improve citi
zens' lives and meet their
aspirations.

The meeting was at
tended by Minister of Po
litical and Parliamentary
Affairs  Abdul Monem
Odat, Minister of State
for Prime Ministry Af
fairs Abdul Latif Najda
wi, First Deputy Speaker
Ayatollah Freihat, Second
Deputy Speaker Moham
mad Salameh Ghuwayri,
and the speaker's assist
ants Malik Tahrawi and
Rania Abu Rumman.

since the baptism of
Jesus Christ, to be held
at the Baptism Site of
Jesus Christ (Bethany
Beyond the Jordan).
The meeting also

touched on recemt de-
velopments in  the
region and ways to
support efforts to de-
escalate tensions and
restore stability, in or
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der to safeguard the
sovereignty of Arab
states and the security
of their people.

Continued on page 5

SSChegins trial of three
suspects in Karak church attack

By Rana Husseini

ADMMNMAN The State
Security Court (SSC) on
Wednesday began the
trial of three suspects
in the October 23 terror
ist attack on St George
Church in Hmoud, Ka
rak Governorate, that
killed nine people.

The three suspects
were informed of the
charges and were as
signed lawvyers as stip
ulated by law, accord
ing to Lawyer Amer
Halaseh,

“The court hearing
went smoothly and in
accordance with the
law,” Halaseh told The
Jordan Times.

The State Security Court

On Tuesday, S5C Pros
ecutor Brig. Gen. Ahmad
Shahltough said in a
statement that the in
vestigation had covered
all necessary procs
dures, including hearing
Frosecution witnesses,
collecting evidence from

the crime scene, docu
menting the weapons
and ammunition used
in the attack, and ques
tioning the defendants
suspected of carrying
out or participating in it.

Continued on page 5

Democrats win US Congress in midterm rout of Trump

Trump threatens to use presidential veto on Democrat-passed bills

WASHINGTON (AFP)
Democrats seized con
tral of the US Congress
on Tuesday, capturing
the Senate and House
of Representatives in a
stunning, nationwide
rejection  of Donald
Trump set to put the
brakes on the final two
years of his presidency.

The Democratic land
glide will give the op
position power to block
legislation, launch
broad investigations
into Trump's adminis
tration and thwart his
judicial and senior gov
ernment appointments,

The results reflacted
deep anger over liv
ing costs, tariffs and
Trump's war against
Iran, which has sent
fuel prices soaring and
compounded — dissat
isfaction with an al
ready deeply unpopular
president.

"I feel like I could
cry right now. This is
so incredibly exciting.

A view of the US Capitol at sunrise, one day after the midterm elections, in Washington, DC, on
Wednesday

We can get our country
back," Kathy Jackoway
gaid in Texas, celebrat
ing a win by Democratic
Senate candidate James

Talarica.

Trump struck a con
ciliatory tone despite
his history of question
ing elections, telling The

New York Times he was
"absolutely willing” to
accept the results.

"l think the Demo

crats did a good job, I

really do," the BO-year
old told Fox News, in
rare praise for his po
litical opponents. “They
fought hard."

But he sought to dis
tance himself from his
oW party's poor show
ing, adding: "I don't
view it as a hit on me."

He acknowledged
that the Iran conflict
had contributed to the
defeat but defended the
military campaign, and
he supgested the rival
parties could find com
mon ground on immi
gration, long one of the
most divisive issues of
his presidency.

Republican heartland

Democrats flipped seats
that had long been held
by Republicans, scoring
breakthroughs in South
Carolina, North Caroli
na, Towa, Kansas, Ohio,
Texas and Maine.

Continued on page 5

Obituary

The editor and staff of
The Jordan Times, together with the

chairman of the board and the director

general of the Jordan Press Foundation,
mourn with deep sorrow the passing of

Wahida Ahmad Safadi

beloved mother of

Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister of Foreign Affairs

Ayman Safadi

May her soul rest in peace, and may her
family find strength and comfort during

this difficult time.
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Queen Rania urges world’s youth to push back against
injustices at One Young World Summit in Cape Town

AMMAN (IT) Her
Majesty (ueen Rania
called on the world's
youth to challenge dou
ble standards and push
back against global in
justices, urging them to
refuse to let their voices
be dismissed as too im
passioned or idealistic.

“Anger at injustice is
not weakness; it's proof
you're paying attention.
Caring deeply is not the
opposite  of thinking
clearly,” Oueen HRania
said. "Standing up for
each other isn't senti
mentality; it's how we
pay our dues.”

Her Majesty made
her remarks Tuesday
evening while speaking
at the opening ceremony
of the One Young World
Summit, convening
this year in Cape Town,
South Africa, according
to a statement from OFf
fice of Her Majesty.

Oueen Rania began
her remarks by noting
that she has come from
Jordan “with a heavy
heart”, following a re
cent terror attack in the
nation’s southern gover
norate of Karak, which
left nine dead and doz
ens injured.

“Our country was re
cently shaken by a hor
rific, unprecedented at
tack on a church” she
said. “This viclence is
alien to Jordan, and an
affront to everything we
stand for. The families
of those we lost bear the
deepest pain, but their
heartbreak is shared by
an entire nation.”

Her Majesty Queen Rania speaks at the opening ceremony of the One Young World Summit in Cape Town, South Africa

Addressing an audi
ence of more than 2,200
youth leaders from owver
190 countries, Her Maj
esty noted that young
people  are confront
ing global challenges
“with curiosity, scru-
tiny, and more intellec-
tual rigor than earlier
generations’.

“That is why, in dis-
cussions over pro-Pales
tinian student protests,
when people say to me,

‘Most of them probably
couldn't find Gaza omn a
map,” I push back” she
explained.

Describing dismiss
al as "an old tool”, the
Cueen noted that this
tactic was similarly
used during the anti
apartheid struggle in
South Africa against
figures such as the late
Nelson Mandela,

“Im 1997, Madiba
said that South Africa's

freedom is incomplete
without the freedom of
the Palestinians,” she
recalled. “Yet, with Pal
estine, dismissal has
reached a whole new
lewvel.”

Reflecting on the past
few years of the Pales
tinian-Tsraeli conflict,
Queen Rania condemned
the disregard for inter
national law, the rulings
of the world’s highest
court, and the Geneva

Conventions, which un-
derpin the rules of
armed conflict.

“The duty to protect
civilians, to let food,
water, and medicine
through. The prohibition
on forcible transfer, on
collective punishment.
All are treated as option-
al,” she said, noting that
in Gaza, both the rules of
war and the terms of the
October 2025 ceasefire
have been disregarded.

Photo coartesy of Sffioe of Ber Majesty

“It breaks my heart to
remember that, a year
ago, thousands of Pal
estinians took to Gaza's
shattered streets to cel-
ebrate what they be-
lieved was the end to
their nightmare — only
to discover, as more
than 100 NGOs recently
put it, that the ceasefire
exists in name only,”
Oueen Rania said.

Her Majesty also high
lighted the ongoing suf

fering of Palestinians in
the occcupied West Bank,
“where Israeli check
points, raids, and land
grabs have made their
lives a living hell, and
settler violence is down
played as the acts of just
a few on the fringe”. She
described the recent Is
raeli offensive on the
city of Hebron, where
residents were put un
der lockdown and thou
sands displaced.

The Oueen under-
scored states’ legal obli
gation to take all meas
ures within their power
to prevent grave crimes.
She also praised South
Africa’'s “moral clarity”
in initiating proceed-
ings against Israel at
the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) alleging
violations of the Geno
cide Convention

“The law isn't a mat-
ter of opinion; it's not
maoved by feelings. And it
protects everyone equal
ly, Palestinians and Is
raelis, Muslims, Chris
tians and Jews. Those
are the obligations every
nation has signed up
for,” she said. "Govern
ments that see the ewvi
dence and look away are
making a choice. It is a
cop-out dressed up as
neutrality”.

Oueen Rania also re-
jected the notion that
Palestinian freedom is
unrealistic, or “some-
thing for later, some
thing to be earned”.

“What is that, if not
racism to expect
Palestinians to settle

for less freedom and
less dignity, then call
them unreasonable
for demanding more?”
she asked. "None of us
should accept that for
them. We owe each other
more than that.”

Her Majesty encour
aged global youth to
refuse to allow their
voices to be silenced, to
push back apainst dis-
missal, and to corrobo
rate their arguments
with evidence. “"Look
at the reports, not just
reels,” she said. "Reality
doesn't change depend
ing on who can best tell
their story, or better ex-
ploit the algorithms."

“And to those who
would tell young peo-
ple they can't point to
Gaza on a map, I would
say, you don't need to
know the coordinates
of a hospital to know it
shouldnt be bombed”
she explained. “You don't
need to master every
chapter of a conflict to
recognise raw, human
suffering and injustice.”

One Young World is
a global platform that
identifies, connects, and
promotes young leaders
from around the world,
hosting an annual sum
mit that convenes in a
different city each year.
This vyear's fourday
event in Cape Town com
memorates the 50th an
niversary of the Soweto
Uprising, a youth-led
South African movement
that served as a turn
ing point in the struggle
against apartheid.

Politics and Society Institute,
NATO Liaison Office discuss
reparedness

regional security, crisis p

By Mai Anati

ANMNLAN The Poli
tics and Society Inst
tute, in cooperation with
the MNATO Liaison Of
fice in Jordan, held two
closed-door roundtable
discussions  examining
changes in the regional
SECUrity environment
and their implications for
Jordan, alongside chal
lenges related to critical
infrastructure protection,
energy security and crisis
management.

Held at the institute’s
headquarters in Amman
on Monday and Tuesday,
the discussions brought
together academics, re
searchers, experts, po
litical and diplomatic
fipures, and specialists
in security and strategic
affairs. Both sessions fol
lowed the Chatham House
Rule, allowing partici
pants to exchange views
without attribution.

The first sessiom, ti
tled “An Interconnected
Region: Shared Security
Challenges, NATOs Role,
and Jordan's Strategic
Position”, explored in
terconnected crises and
conflicts across Palestine,
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, the
Red Sea and the Gulf, as
well as the impact of com
petition among regional
and international powers
on the region's security
ENViTONment.

Participants discussed
the implications of these
developments for Jor
dan’s strategic interests
and its role in support
ing regional stability and
dialogue. They also exam
ined cross-border threats
facing countries in the
Tegion.

The session also dis
cussed NATOR r1ole in
the regional security
landscape and oppor
tunities for cooperation
with partners. Partici
pants addressed NATO's
potential contribution to
strengthening  defence
and security capabilities,
developing early warning
mechanisms and prevent
ing crises, informed by lo
cal and regional priorities

-
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The Politics and Society Institute, in cooperation with
the MATO Liaison Office in Jordan, holds two closed-door
roundtable discussions examining changes in the regional
security environment and their implications for Jordan

and expertise.

The second session,
titled “Addressing Multi
ple Security Challenges:
Infrastructure Protec-
tion, Energy Security,
and Crisis Management”,
focused on risks facing
essential systems and
services, and the ahility
of institutions to prepare
for and respond to simul
tanepus and overlapping
crises.

Farticipants reviewed
vulnerabilities in criti
cal infrastructure, cyber
and hybrid threats, and
challenges to the secu
mity of energy supplies.
They also discussed the
implications of service
distuptions and supply
mterruptions for security
and stability, particularly
given the interdepend
ence and connectedness
of countries and regional
Systems.

The discussion also
addressed ways to
strengthen  institutional
coordination, early wam
ing mechanisms, crisis
response and the continu-
ity of essential services. It
considered the potential
use of technology, data
and artificial intellipence
in anticipating risks and
MmAanaging crises.

Jordan's circumstances
featured throupghout the
discussions, particularly
water security, energy re
silience, climate pressures
and limited resources,
and their relationship to
infrastructure protection
and institutions’ capac
ity to address crises and
their economie, social and

security consequences.

The two sessions pro
vided an opportunity to
examine the links be-
tween geopolitical devel
opments and risks affect-
ing critical sectors, and
to explore areas of coop
eration between Jordan
and NATO in light of local
needs and shared region-
al challenges.

The discussions will
inform a joint policy re
port in Arabic and Eng-
lish, presenting the main
themes, conclusions and
recommendations,  and
identifying potential ar-
eas for further dialogue
and cooperation.

The sessions form part
of the Politics and So
clety Institute’s efforts
to connect research and
analysis with public pol-
icy discussicns, bringing
together researchers, ex
perts and policymakers to
better understand devel
opments in Jordan and
the region and examine
optons for addressing
them.

The NATO Liaison Of
fice in Jordan was estab
lished as a diplomatic
mission in September
2025, with the aim of en
hancing political dialogue
and practical cooperation
in areas of commeon inter
est between Jordan and
NATO, building on their
partnership of more than
30 years.
The office enables regu
lar engagement with Jor
danian counterparts to
explore opportunities for
exchanging perspectives
and expertise.

Queen Rania visits Desmond and Leah Tutu
Legacy Foundation, meets with Graca Machel,
Muhammad Yunus in Cape Town

AMMAN {JT) Her
Majesty COueen HRania
visited the Desmond
and Leah Tutu Legacy
Foundation in Cape
Town, South Africa,
on Tuesday, where she
toured an exhibition
on the life and legacy
of the late Archbishop
Desmond Tutu.

Her Majesty was
welcomed to the foun
dation by the wife of
South Africa’s Deputy
President, Mrs. Humile
Mashatile, before tour
ing the Truth to Power
exhibition, according to
a statement from Office
of Her Majesty.

During her visit, the
Oueen met with the
Foundationm CEQ, Ms.
Janet Jobson, and sev
eral members of the
Tutu family, including
two of his daughters,
Ms. Theresa Thandeka
Tutu, and Reversnd
Nontombi Naomi Tutu,
as well as his grand
children, Mr. Xabiso Gx-
ashe and Ms. Nyaniso
Lindiwe Burris, and his
great  pranddaughter
Nkosinathi Morrison.

Curated in partner
ship with the Apartheid
Museum in Johannes
burg, the exhihition

Photo courtesy of Office of Her Majesty

Her Majesty Queen Rania visits the Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation in Cape
Town, South Africa, on Tuesday, where she tours an exhibition on the life and legacy of the
late Archbishop Desmond Tutu

traces key milestones in
the archbishop's strug
gle against apartheid in
South Africa, and high
lights his work as chair
of the Truth and Recon
ciliation Commission.
Founded in 2011, the
Desmond and Leah
Tutu Legacy Foundation

seeks to nurture lead
ers who embody Arch-
bishop Tutu's walues
and example to make a
positive impact on the
world. It is housed in
the historic Old Gra
nary Building, a former
prison now dedicated
to peace, justice, and

reconciliation.

Later on Tuesday,
Her Majesty met with
former First Lady of
South Africa, widow
of late South African
President Nelson Man
dela, and Co-Founder
and Deputy Chair of
The Elders Mrs. Graca

Machel.

Founded by Nelson
Mandela in 2007, The
Elders is an independ
ent group of global lead
ers working for peace,

justice, human rights,

and a  sustainable
planet. Mrs. Machel is
also the founder of the
Graga Machel Trust, an
organisation that works
to empower African
women and promote
the rights and agency of
adolescent girls.

The Queen also met
with Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate Professor
Muhammad Yunus,
who previously served
alongside Her Majesty
on the United Nations
Foundation (UNF) Board
of Trustees.

He currently chairs
the Yunus Centre, which
coordinates a global
network of organisa
tions promoting social
business, entrepreneur
ship, and sustainahle
development.

Both Mrs. Machel and
Professor Vunus are
participating alongside
Her Majesty in the 2026
One Young World Sum
mit taking place in Cape
Town from November 3
to 6.

APC, RSCN launch project

to protect athel forests in Jordan Valley

AMMAN (IT) The
“fthel Forest Sustain
ability in Fifa Na-

ture Reserve' project
was inaugurated on
Wednesday in the
gouthern Jordan Wal
ley, funded by the Arab
Potash Company (APC)
and implemented by
the Royal Society for
the Conservation of
Nature (RSCNJ.

The initiative aims to
support the recovery of
athel (tamarix] forests
and protect the natu
ral habitats of various

bird species, including
the Dead Sea sparrow
and the Nubian night
jar, the Jordan News
Apency, Petra, reported.
Held at the reserve’s
management building,
the launch ceremony
included a presentation
detailing the project's
objectives alongside a
tree-planting  activity
involving attendees.
The project encom
passes field surveys to
evaluate the distribu
tion, health status, and
natural regeneration

rate of tamarix trees.
It also involves
studying the impact
of prazing on vegeta
tion to draft regula
tory recommendations,
strengthening field
monitoring in coordi
nation with the Minis
try of Agriculture and
the Royal Environment
Protection  Adminis
tration (Rangers), and
conducting awareness
activities for school
students and local
community members.
APC Chairman She

hadah Abu  Hdeib
stressed that the com

pany’s support stems
from an institutional
approach that priori

tizes environmental
protection and sus-
tainable development
within its corporate
social  responsibility
framework.

APC CEO Maen Nsour
noted that supporting
the project alipns with
the company’s environ
mental pricrities in the
southern Jordan Valley.

RSCN Chairwoman

Batool Ajlouni under
scored the project's
importance as a "key”
step towards protect-
ing ecosystems, restor
ing wvegetation cover
and bolstering regional

biodiversity.
RSCN Director-
General Fadi MNasser

praised the strategic
partnership with APC,
noting that the collabo
ration reflects a shared
commitment to sup
porting nature conser
vation and ecosystem
restoration.
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Deputising for King,
Hassan attends funeral
of Ayman Safadi’s mother

AMMAN Deputis-
ing for His Majesty
King Abdullah, Prime
Minister Jafar Has-
san on Wednesday at-

tended the funeral of
Wahida Ahmad Safa-
di, mother of Deputy
Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign

Affairs Ayman Safadi.

Hassan conveyed
the King's condolenc
es and sympathies to
the Safadi family.

Momani urges stronger Arab
coordination to counter disinformation

AMMAN (IT) Min
ister of Government
Communication Mo

hammad Momani omn
Wednesday took part

in the 56th regular
session of the Council
of Arab Information
Ministers at the Arab
League headquarters
in Cairo.

During the meet

ing, Momani stressed
the need to strength
en Arab cooperation
and coordination and
recognise media as a
strategic and sover
eign sector, given its
role in raising public
awareness and pro
tecting societies from

disinformation cam
paigns, the Jordan
News Agency, Petra,

reported.

He reiterated that
the Palestinian cause
remains a top prior
ity for joint Arab ac
tion, highlighting the
role of Arab media in
documenting facts, ex
posing violations and
defending Palestinian
rights.

Momani also under
scored the importance
of keeping pace with

Switzerland launches new cooperation

programme for Jordan, S

By Mai Anati

ANDNIAN Switzerland
on Wednesday launched
a new four-year coopera
tion programme for Jor
dan, Syria and Lebanon,
renswing its support for
regional stability, human
itarian assistance and
sustainable dewvelopment
amid continued displace
ment, ECONGNIc Pressures
and water scarcity.

The Swiss Cooperation
Programme for Syria and
Neighbouring Countries
2026-2029 was launched
by the embassy of Swit
zerland in Jordan at the
Fairmont Hotel in Amman.

The programme brings
together  Switzerland's
humanitarian, develop
ment, peace and migra
tion efforts under an
integrated approach. It
aims to address immedi
ate humanitarian needs
while supporting longer
term development and
strenpgthening the resil
ience of vulnerable com
munities and national

institutions,

Swiss Ambassador to
Jordan Emilija Georgieva
highlighted Jordan's role
as a Tegional partner,
praising the country’s re
silience and commitment
to cooperation.

“Jordan has showm,
time and again, the impor
tance of partnership, resil
ience and looking ahead.
Switzerland is proud to
continue  walking  this
path alongside Jordan
and all our partners,” she
said.

The programme is built
arcund four priority ar
eas: Humanitarian assist
ance, economic develop
ment, climate, and peace
and good governance.

Its priorities inclode
improving access to edu
cation, protection and
essential  services for
vulnerable populatons,
while supporting employ
ment opportunities, skills
development and private
sector engagement.

Water security and cli
mate adaptation also fea

|

yria, Lebanon

Switzerland,

Phioto by Mal Amaki

Swiss Ambassador to Jordan Emilija Georgieva

ture prominently, along
side sustainable resource
management and disas
terrisk reduction The
programme will addition
ally support stronger in
stitutions, the rule of law,
accountability and social
cohesion.

Switzerland has main
tained an international
cooperation  programime
in Jordan since 2001, ex
panding its engapement
following the outbreak of
the Syrian crisis in 2011.

Between 2019 and
2025,  Swiss-supported

initiatives helped arcund
33,000 wulmerable chil
dren and adolescents in
refuges camps gain access
to education. Vocatiomal
training programmes also
opened employment op
portunities for more than
800 young people in the
hospitality and tourism
secton

In the water and envi
ronment sectors, Switzer
land supported climate
resilient water solutions,
improved wastewater
management and national
flood-riskmapping. It also
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Petra photo

Minister of Government Communication Mohammad Momani on Wednesday participates in the 56th regular session of the
Council of Arab Information Ministers

advances in artificial
intellipence and dig
ital media, building

contributed to regional
dialogue on shared wa
ter resources through the
Blue Peace Middle East
initiative.

Eileen Hofstetter, head
of cooperation at the
Swiss embassy in Jordan,
stressed the importance
of locally led initiatives.

“Our role is not to define
the future for others, but
to be a reliable partner in
helping shape it," she said.

The new programme
will build on previous
achievements  through
cooperation with govern
ment  institutions, UN
agencies,  intermational
and local organisations,
civil soclety and the pri
vate sector, with a focus
on  refugees and  host
Communities.

It also places empha
sis on gender equality,
social inclusion and cli
mate resilience, aiming to
combine immediate as
sistance with longer-term
investment in stronger in
stitutions and sustainahle
economic opportunities.

the capacities of Arab
media institutions and
exchanging expertise.

He reaffirmed Jor

dan's commitment to
supporting joint Arab

media efforts in a way
that serves the inter
ests of Arab peoples.

Petra photo

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Maj Gen Majdi Harasis on Wednesday meets with UAE
Ambassador to Jordan Sultan Mohammed Saeed Al Shamsi

Army chief, UAE Ambassador

discuss cooperation

AMMAN (IT) Chair
man of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff Maj Gen Majdi Ha
rasis on Wednesday met
with UAE Ambassadorto
Jordan Sultan Moham
med Sased Al Shamsi at
the General Command of
the Jordan Armed Forc

es-Arab Army (JAF).
During the meeting,
attended by senior JAF
officers and the UAE
military attache, the two
sides discussed ways to
enhance hilateral coop
eration and issues of mu
tual interest, according

to a JAF statement.

The ambassador ex
pressed his apprecia
tion for Jordan's role,
under the leadership of
His Majesty King Abdul
lah, in maintaining secu
rity and stability in the
region.

Azerbaijan seeks to expand
cooperation with Jordan — ambassador

AMMAN (JT) Agz-
erbaijani Ambassador
to Jordan Shahin Ab.
dullayev on Wednes
day highlighted the
strong ties between
Jordan and Azerbai
jan, expressing his
country's commitment
to expanding coopera
tion in political, eco
nomic, investment and
cultural fields.

Abdullayev said re
lations between the
two countries  are
based on solid founda
tions established since
Jordan recognised Az-
erbaijan's independ
ence on December 28,
1991,

He said that mutual
official visits and co
ordination at inter
national forums have
strengthened bilateral
trust and cooperation,
the Jordan News Agen
cy, Petra, reported.

The ambassador ex
pressed Azerbaijan's
appreciation for Jor
dan’'s support for the
peace process between
Azerbaijan and Arme
nia, recalling that His
Majesty King Ahdullah
congratulated Azerba
jjani President Ilham
Aliyev in Aupust 2025
on progress towards a
peace agreement.

Abdullayew also not

Azerbaijani Ambassador to Jordan Shahin Abdullayev

ed that Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs Ay
man Safadi reaffirmed
Jordan's support for
the peace process dur
ing his wisit to Baku
in July 2026, where
he met with Aliyev
and Azerbaijani For
eign Minister Jeyhun
Bayramaov.

He said Azerbaijan
views the peace proc
ess with Armenia as
an opportunity to pro
mote regiomal secu
rity, cooperation and

development, citing
the joint declaration
signed in Washington
on August 8, 2025 as a
key milestone.

Abdullayev stressed
that Azerbaijan seeks
to strengthen the ef
fectiveness of the in
ternational system
and ensure the fairim
plementation of inter
national resolutions,
in accordance with
the principles of state
sovereignty, territorial
integrity and interna
tional law.

Ministry, GAM sign agreement to improve energy efficiency

AMMAN {JT} — The Min
istry of Energy and Min
eral Resources and the
Greater Amman Muniei
pality (GAM) on Wednes
day signed a Memoran
dum of Cooperation to
improve energy efficien-
oy and reduce consump
tion in the municipality's
buildings and facilities,
while strengthening the
technical capabilities of
its staff.

The Memoranduam
was signed by Minister
of Energy and Mineral
Resources Saleh Khar
absheh and Head of the
GAM Committes Ahmed
Malkawi, according to a
ministry statement.

Eharabsheh said that
energy efficiency is a

-
Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources photo

The Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources and the Greater
Amman Municipality on Wednesday signed a memorandum
of cooperation to improve energy efficiency and reduce
consumption in the municipality’s buildings

key pillar of the sector's
strategy, stressing the
importance of promoting
a culture of rationalising
energy consumption and
highlighting GANM's role

as a model for other gov
ernment institutions.

Malkawi said the
agresment reflects
GAM's commitment to
adopting sustainable

practices across its facil
ities to reduce excessive
ENergy consumption,
achieve environmental,
and ecomomic benefits,
and support Amman's
vision of hecoming a sus
tainable city.

Under the memoran
dum, the ministry will
implement the coopera
tion through its Renew
able Energy and Energy
Efficiency Fund Directo
rate and Energy Efficien
cy and Climate Change
Directorate.

The ministry will also
provide technical assist
ance, within its available
capabilities, to Improve
energy  efficiency in
GAM's main facilities.

Areas of cooperation

include specialised train
ing for municipal employ
ees, technical support in
preparing specifications,
supervision and inspec
tion of energy efficiency
projects, and technical
consultations.

The Memorandum
also provides for joint
efforts to develop and
implement a roadmap
for the construction and
building sector in Am-
man to promote sustain
able building practices.

The agreement aims
to strengthen technical
cooperation between the
two institutions, facili
tate knowledge exchange
and advance energy-sav
ing measures acToss mu
nicipal facilities.

jordan Media Institute wins 2026 Arab media excellence award

AMDMAN  JIT) The
Jordan Media Institute
(TN} on Wednesday re
ceived the 2026 Arab
Media Excellence Award
in its 20th edition, in rec
ognition of its contribu
tions to media training,
professional  develop
ment and media literacy.

The award was pre
sented by the Council of
Arab Information Minis
ters during a ceremony
held on the sidelines of
the council's meeting at
the Arabh League head

gquarters in Caira.
According to a JMI
statement, the award
recognises the institute's
role in developing media
professionals, promoting
media awareness and
advancing media and
information literacy, as
well as its contributions
as an observer member
of the Council of Arab In
formation Ministers.
JMI  Representative
Abhdullzh EKafawin re
ceived the award at a cer
emony attended by Arah

League Secretary Gen
eral Nahil Fahmy, Somali
Minister of Information,
Culture and Tourism and
Chairman of the current
session of the Council of
fArab Information Min
isters Abdelfattah Mah
moud, Kuwaiti Minister
of State for Communica
tions and Information
Technology and Acting
Minister of Information
and Culture Omar Saud
Abdulaziz Al Omar, and
Arabh Leapue Assistant
Secretary General and

Head of the Media and
Communication Sector
Ahmed Rashid Khattabi.

Established  follow
ing a decision by the
Council of Arab Infor
mation Ministers at its
46th session in 2016, the
Arab Media Excellence
Award seeks to highlight
the constructive role of
Arabh media, showcase
outstanding media ini
tiatives, and encourage
journalists and media
institutions to improve
their performance and

creativity.

The 2026 edition at
tracted around 154 nom
inations across various
categories, the highest
participation since the
award's launch.

Held under the theme
“Arab Media and Artifi
cial Intelligence: Oppor
tunities and Challenges”,
this year's edition high-
lights the importance of
adapting to digital trans
formation and anticipat
ing changes in the Arab
media landscape.
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ABDUL:s SENATE

THANKYOU MIGHIGAN

AFP photo

Demuocratic US Senate candidate Abdul El Sayed and his wife, Dr Sarah Jukaku, take the
stage after he declares victory during a midterm election night party at The Department at
Hudson's in Detroit, Michigan, early on Wednesday

‘We did it!": Democrat El Sayed hails
US Senate win amid blue ‘tsunami’

DETROIT (AFP)
Democrat Abdul El
Sayed won Michigan's
US Senate race over
former Republican
lawmaker Mike Bog
ers, US networks said
early on Wednesday,
making him the first
Muslim elected to
the upper chamhber of
Congress.

“Michigan, we did
it!" E1 Sayed said in
a speech attended by
hundreds of support
ers who screamed and
hugged each other at
his election headguar
ters in Detroit.

“I am so proud and
honeored to stand here
as your senator-slect
from the great state of
Michigan.”

El Sayed won despite
a last-minute curve
ball in his campaign
when congresswoman
Haley Stevens, who
lost the Democratic
primary to El Sayed,
came out in support
of Rogers at the 11th
hour.

The Michigan medi
cal administrator ral

lied woters on leftist
campaign  promises,
including universal

healthcare, to win a
key US Senate seat for
Democrats, taking over
from the retiring Gary
Peters.

El Sayed held a near
ly six-point lead on
Rogers when networks
called the race.

“We are sick and
tired of being sick and
tired. And I'm so proud
of all the worl. It was
boots on the ground.
We were always out,
but we were never out
worked,” said party
goer entrepreneur Tru
netta Roach, 75, who
attended El Sayed’s
victory party in down
town Detroit wearing
Us flag-design dia
mante high-heels.

“I'm feeling elated.
The kids are all right.
I was concerned about
them. They didn't seem
very engaged, but I was
wrong. They showed up.”

‘Swear me in'

Republicans ran a
scorched-earth cam
paign to paint Demo
crats as Ccommunists
and branded El Sayed a
terrorist who would en
danger Americans.

But the straight
talking 42-year-old El
Sayed pledged to help
cash-strapped vot
ers navigate America's
fractured, for-profit
health care system.

‘What's most
remarkable

is that he's
showing up in
places that are
not the usual
prescription for
the Democratic
Party’

“You deserve to be
able to see a doctor
without getting a huge
bill," he told Michig
anders on the eve of
the wvote, vowing to up
end America's divisive
multibillion-dollar for
profit medical system.

During the race, El
Sayed drew huge cam
paign crowds across
the state, even in deep
ly conservative Repub
lican areas.

El Sayed also vowed
to pet “money out of
politics”™ and address
the harsh economic
woes that have voters
yearning for a political
newcomer to shake up
the status quo.

The wictory made El
Sayed the first Demo
cratic doctor in the
Senate since 1969.

“Everybody in poli
tics is =0 trash. So to
see ethical Muslims be
at the forefront repre
senting us and show-
ing everybody what
we're actually about...
it means ewverything"”
said micro-influencer
Maryam Bozai, 28.

At the wviectory par
ty, crowds gathered
around TVs tuned
to left-leaning ca
ble news channel MS
NOW, cheering jubi
lantly each time the
Democrat’s trademark
blue flashed on screen
to anmounce another
race won by the party.

“Tsunami! Tsunamil”
chanted Ondine For
tune, 64, a Democratic
Party media planner.

El Sayed supporters
rubbed shoulders with
left-leaning influenc
ers and union activists,
a group that lent El
Sayed their formidable
campaign infrastruc
ture to reach Michi
gan's large orpanised
labor community.

Eboni Taylor, a vice

president at Higher
Heights which pro.
motes Black women

seeking office, said El
Sayed had “gone places
where I just would not
expect to see him”,
“What's most re
markable is that he's
showing up in places
that are not the usual

prescription  for the
Democratic Party.
He's going wherever

the people want him
to be,” Taylor said be
tween social media
livestreams and cel
ebratory dancing.

El Sayed faced Islam
ophobic attacks and
mockery for his Arabic
name from President
Donald Trump and Vice
President JD Vance.
But El Sayed may yet
have the last laugh.

Addressing the wice
president, El Sayed
said in his wictory
speech “you're con
stitutionally obligat
ed to swear me in in
January®.

Iran warns of wider war if US
attacks after Trump election rout

TEHRAN (AFF)
Iran's supreme leader
warned on Wednesday
that the Middle East
war would widen if the
US resumes its attacks,
dismissing hopes of a
policy shift in Wash
ington after midterm
elections dealt a blow
to President Donald
Trump.

Trump has recently
threatened to renew
the war against Iran
amid similar rhetoric
from Israeli prime min
ister Benjamin Netan
yahu, but on Tuesday
he suffered a resound
ing defeat in polls that
will strip his Repub
licans of control owver
Congress.

The results could
constrain Trump's abil
ity to enact his agenda,
though the president
retains the power to or
der new strikes.

“Those who still har
bour even the slightest
hope that the behaw
iour of the hegemonic
system might change
through partisan or
factional shifts, or
who imagine that mak
ing concessions to the
United States can dis
suade it from hostil
ity towards the Iranian
nation, are seriously
mistaken,” Iranian su
preme leader Mojtaba
Khamenei said in a
written statement on
Wednesday.

He also warned that
if the United States did
choose further military
action, the scope of
the war would widen,
without elaborating,

Ehamenei has yet to
appear in public since
he took power in March
following the killing
of his father and pred
ecessor in US-Israeli
strikes, and has com
municated through
written messages.

Earlier, Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf, Iran's

AFP phiota

This US Navy handout photo released by US Maval Forces Central Command on Friday, shows US sailors departing an E-2D

Hawkeye on the flight deck of Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS George Washington on Thursday

chief negotiator in talks
with the US, said Amer
icans had voted against
war in the midterms.

“Conscience or the
cost of living, Ameri
cans said NO TO WAR,
and we endorse this
message,” he posted on
X,

“If the US povt be-
trays their public will
to serve international
paymasters and black
mailers, it will learn
our NO comes with a
Nightmare,” Ghalibaf
said.

Iran's judiciary chief
Gholamhossein Mohse-
ni Ejei also hailed the
election results, saying
Trump had been “de-
feated both militarily
and politically”.

The war has proved
unpopular among the
US public, who have
seen the cost of living
rise after a spike in en
ergy prices caused by
the war.

Trump on Tuesday
acknowledged the con

flict may have played a
part in the defeat of his
Republican Party.

“I think a part of it
was Iran, but at the
same time, people
understood the im
portance of what I've
done,” Trump told Fox
MNews.

On Tuesday the US
launched strikes on
Oeshm Island in the
Strait of Hormuz, with
Iranian state media re
porting five explosions
in rapid succession.

“They built an anti
aircraft facility.. As
soon as it was complet
ed, we hit it last night
very nicely,” Trump told
US media, but he called
it a “minor attack”.

Iran's Revolutionary
Guards said a US MQ-1
drone was “intercepted
and destroyed” over
Qeshm Island. There
was mno confirmation
from the US side.

Earlier this week the
president said he still
had to “take care” of

one or two targets, in
cluding so-called Pick
axe Mountain in cen
tral Iran, a suspected
nuclear site which Te
hran denies i=s such a
facility.

However, he told The
Financial Times news-
paper on Tuesday that
a full-scale resump
tion of war may not he
NEeCEssary.

“We seem to be get

ting everything we
want,” he said. "T'm
ready, we'Te ready

We're locked and load
ed if we need to go, but
there may be no reason
for it."

The president’s re
marks come with diplo
matic efforts by media
tors in full swing in an
attempt to prevent any
resumption of fighting.

On  Tuesday Iran's
Fresident Masoud
Pezeshkian said his
government was still

trying to resolve the cri
sis through dialogue.
Pezeshkian said

Iran's supreme leader
had granted the pgov
ernment NEW PoOWETS
to negotiate on issues
previously off-limits.

Oatar, a mediator in
the protracted wran
gling, said it remained
hopeful of an interim
deal.

Both sides “are cur
rently reviewing the
ideas and proposals
we have presented”’,
Oatari foreign ministry
spokesman Majed Al
Ansari told reporters.

China also said on
Wednesday that avoid
ing a return to hostili
ties was a top priority
in its diplomatic efforts
with the countries.

The war, triggered in
February when the US
and Israel pummelled
Iran in a massive wave
of strikes, has been at a
stalemate for months.

Iranian officials have
repeatedly warned of
wide-ranging  retali
ation if Washington
resumes the war.

Lebanon says Israeli strike kills one in south

BEIRUT (AFF) An Is-
raeli strike killed a mo
torcyclist in Lebanon's
south on Wednesday,
the Lebanese health
ministry said, the
first such death since
September.

A  drone carried
out the attack in the
Oabrikha area, killing
one man and wound-
ing another, the official
National News Agency
also said.

The Israel
Forces (IDF}
“struck two
who were ohserving
IDF soldiers” in the
area, which is close to
the zone patrolled by
Israel's military.

Iran-backed Hizbol

Defence
said it
suspects

Climate adaptation aid must rise tenfold — UN

PARIS [AFPF) — Develop
ing countries will need
$305 billion a year by 2035
to adapt to a worsening
climate crisis, nearly 10
times what they currently
receive from wealthy na
tioms, a new UN report
said on Wednesday.
Climate finance is set
to be a hot-button issue
again when nepotators
from nearly 200 coun
tries gather at the UN's
COP3] climate summit in
Antabya, Turkey, from No

vernber 9 to 20.
Under UN climate
agreements,  developed

countries, which are his
torically responsible for
most  greenhouse  gas
emissions, are expected to
financially help develop
ing nations adapt to cli
mate impacts and transi
tion to cleaner sources of
ENETEY.

Adaptation finance is
aimed at protecting coun
tries from a changing

AFF photo

A helicopter drops water on burning forest and peat land
fires in South Kalimantan province on Bomeo Island,

Indonesia, in September

climate, with measures
ranging from building sea
walls and levees to plant
ing drought-resistant
crops of making homes
more resilient to natural
disasters.

“The latest Adaptation
Gap Report exposes a
staggering shortfall. For
every dollar developing
countries need to adapt,
they receive just 10 cents,”

UN Secretary General An
tondo Guterres said.

“We know who is most
at risk We lmnow what
works. What is missing
iz the money — and the
political will The chaice
is simple: invest in adap
tation today — or pay for
catastrophe tomorrow,”he
said.

The  report, titled
“Ready? MNot”, estimates

the needs of developing
countries for adaptation

at $305 billion per year by
2035.
Developed  coumtries

provided between $28.2
billion and $31.7 hillion
in 2024, only a modest in-
crease from the previous
year,

The figures fell short of
a commitment made at
COP26 in Glaspow in 2021
to double adaptation fi
nance from 2019 levels by
2025, to reach $40 bhillion
annually.

At COP30 in Brazil last
year, countries adopted a
final t that in-
cluded a call for efforts to
triple adaptation by 2035,

But UNEP's report said
the tripling “is less ambi
tious than it first appears”
as the fimds would in-
crease to somewhere be
tween $85 hillion and $120
billion per year, depending
on how the COP30 deci
sion is interpreted.

AFP photo

This photo taken by the southern Lebanese vilalge of Zawtar Al Garbiva shows lsraeli
excavators demolishing homes in the town of Zawtar Al Shargiya on Monday

lah drew Lebanon into
the broader Middle
East war in March by

ELECTIONS

attacking Israel, which
responded with mas
sive air strikes and a

ground inwasion that
Lebanon says has killed
more than 4,300 people.

Far-right wave ‘unravelling;
says Spain’s Sanchez after US vote

MADRID (AFF) The
global farright is "un
ravelling”, Spain's Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez
said on Wednesday as he
celebrated the Democrat
victory in US elections
which saw them seize
control of Congress in a
rebuke to President Don
ald Trump.

“It happened in Bra
zil It just happened in
the US. And it will soon
happen in Spain,” said
Sanchez, a global pro
gressive star but whose
premiership is in peril in
snap elections he called
for November 20.

The farright wave of
his rivals is "no longer
growing, it is unrawvel
ling”, he added.

The decisive wictory
by Democrats, who took

AFP photo

In this handout photo released by La Moncloa on Wednesday
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez makes a televised
statement at La Moncloa Palace in Madrid

both the Senate and the
House of Representa-

strongholds across the

country, came days after

tives as well as a string of  the unexpected reelec

wins in deep Republican

tion of leftist Luis Inacio

Lebanon and Israel
concluded a US-bro
kered framework agree-
ment in June involving
the disarmament of
Hizbollah, a gradual
withdrawal of Israeli
forces from Lebanon's
south and the deploy
ment of the Lebanese
army to the region.

Violence has de-
creased since the sign
ing of the agreement
and a US-Iran memo
randum of understand
ing earlier that month.
However, implementa
tion is lagging.

In September, 13 peo
ple were killed in an Is
raeli strike on a village
in the Nabatiech region
of southern Lebanon.

Lula da Silva as Brazil's
president.

With less than four
weeks to Spain's vote,
however, polls point to a
potential loss for Sanchez

one of Europe's last re-
maining socialist leaders

against the main con-
servative Popular Party.

It is predicted to win
the most seats but fall
short of a majority, mean
ing the farright Vox Par
ty could become Spain's
king makers.

Migration and hous
ing have dominated pub
lic debate in Spain in
recent months, but the
election campaign has
been overshadowed by
a horrific train crash in
Urda, south of Madrid,
last week which killed at
least 69 people.
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FAO, Agriculture Ministry launch
climate-smart farming initiative

ANNMAN (JT) The
Food and Agriculture Or
ganisation of the United
Nations (FAO) and the
Ministry of Agriculture
on Wednesday launched
climate-smart  Farmer
Field Schools in Ka
rak, as part of efforts to
strengthen farmers’ ahil-
ity to adapt to climate
change and improve wa-
ter-use efficiency.

The programme began
in the Southern Jordan
Valley area of Karak un
der an agreement signed
between the FAD and the
ministry in Aungust, with
implementation set to
begin in Madaba, Ma'an
and Tafileh in the com
ing days, according to a
FAQ statement.

Under the agresment,
44 Farmer Field Schools
and 44 field days will
be organised across the
four governorates, tar
geting 880 farmers, both
women and men, with
practical training in cli
mate-smart agriculture.

The programme aims
to equip farmers with

The Foed and Agriculture Organisation of the United Mations (FAD) and the Ministry of Agricul-
ture on Wednesday launches climate-smart Farmer Field Schools in Karak

skills and lmowledge to
adopt sustainable agri
cultural practices and
technologies that con
serve water, improve pro
ductivity and strengthen
the resilience of agricul-
tural systems to climate-
related challenges, the
statement said.

The Farmer Field

Schools follow a learn
ing-by-doing approach,
allowing participants
to test moderm agri
cultural practices, as
gsess their results and
exchange experiences
while exploring solu-
tions suited to local
conditions, particularly
water scarcity and cli

mate change.

The activities are part
of the project “Building
Resilience to Cope with
Climate Change in Jor
dan through Improving
Water Use Efficiency in
the Agriculture Sector”
(BRCCT), implemented
by the FAD in Jordan
with funding from the

Green Climate Fund.

The project is being
implemented in coop-
eration with the min
istries of Agriculture,
Water and Irrigation,
and Environment, as
well as the United Na-
tions Development
Programme.

With a total budget
of $33.25 million and
a seven-year imple
mentation period, the
project targets Karak,
Madaha, Tafileh and
Ma'an, which are par
ticularly vulnerahle to
climate chanpe, water
stress and their impact
on ‘agriculture and ru-
ral communities.

The BRCCJT project is
the first in Jordan to re
ceive funding from the
Green Climate Fund
It seeks to strengthen
water security and cli
mate resilience in the
agricultural sector
through more efficient
water use, sustainable
agricultural practices
and capacity-building
for local communities.

Israel president urges compromise after divisive election

OCCUFIED JERIISA
LEM [(AFF} Israel's
president onWednesday

opened talks on forming
a new government with
a call for compromise,
saying neither side had
won divisive elections,
as he also condemned
“racist” rhetoric against
Arab parties that made
sharp gains.

More than a week
after Israel’s first elec
tion since October 7,
2023, president Isaac
Herzog began meeting
party leaders to decide
whether to give prime
minister Benjamin
Netanyahu or his rival
Gadi Eisenkot the first
chance to form a gov
ernment in the deeply
polarised country.

With neither bloc
holding a majority in
the 120-seat parliament
after the October 27
vote, Herzog said both
sides needed to accept
that “not every commit-
ment and promise can
be fulfilled” and to avoid
new elections.

“In the current real
ity, in which there is no
clear winner after the
elections, I ask for origi
nality and creativity,
courage and goodwill,
so that the State of Isra
el emerges the winner,
Herzog said.

The election saw soar
ing support for lists
from the Arab minor
ity, descendants of Pal
estinians who stayed
in Israel after its 1948

"

creation and who have
often been outraged by
the harsh rhetoric and
actions of Netanyahu's
hard-right government.
Netanyahu has gone
on the offensive against
Arab-majority lists,
who have the power to
put Eisenkot in power if
they team up.
Netanyahu has point-
ed to the arrests of
several people with en
velopes of cash on elec
tion day in what author
ities called localised
incidents, and accused
leaders of accepting
money from QOatar, an
allegation also levelled
against the prime min
ister's own aides.
Without naming any
leader, Herzog, whose

role is usually ceremo
nial, said he had “great
respect” for the Arab
minority, which makes
up arcund 20 per cent of
Israel’s population.

g condemn the
coarseness and Tac
ist expressions that we
have heard recently.
There is no place for
them [to be made] to-
ward any community in
Israel,” Herzog said.

The Central Elections
Committee said it had
conducted an audit of
9,068 polling stations
following  complaints
and found no evidence
that would question the
results’ integrity.

The committee, which
reflects the makeup of
the outgoing parlia-

ment, approved the
results with 15 mem
bers in favour and two
against but 14 others

abstaining.
Itamar Ben Gwir, the
ultranationalist a-

tional security minister
known for his provoca
tive calls for Palestin
ian suffering, said his
party did not accept the
results and he urged the
arrest of Arab-Israeli
party leaders.

Several Israeli media
outlets said authorities
were investigating Arab
lawmaker Ayman Odeh
for allegedly taking for
eign money. He is part of
the largest Arab group,
the Joint List, which in
a statement denounced
“political persecution”.

Al Mamiaka TV phote

The Cardiac Surgery Department at the Queen Alia Heart Institute introduces a minimally
invasive technique for aortic valve replacement

Queen Alia Heart Institute adopts
new aortic valve surgery technique

AMMAN {JT) The
Cardiac Surgery De
partment at the Queen
Alia Heart Institute,
affiliated with the
Royal Medical Serwv
ices (RMS5), has intro
duced a minimally in
vasive technique for
aortic valve replace
ment in cooperation
with a medical team
from Trier Hospital in
Germany.

The technigque was
introduced during a
workshop that inelud
ed several surgical pro
cedures, all of which
were successful and
contributed to faster
patient recovery, Al
Mamlaka TV reported.

Head of the Cardiac
Surgery Department
Brig. Gen. Razi Abu An
zeh said that the proce
dure inwvolves making
an incision of no more
than 4cm on the right
side of the chest, be
neath the armpit, elim
inating the need for a
traditional sternotomy.

He said the approach
reduces surgical trau

ma, pain and potential
complications, short
ens hospital stays and
improves cosmetic
OUtCcomes.

The technigue
was introduced
during a
workshop

that included
several surgical
procedures...

Abu  Anzeh added
that the department
would continue apply
ing the technigque to
eligible patients, build
ing on its experience
in minimally invasive
cardiac procedures,
including endoscopic
saphenous wvein har

vesting and minimally
invasive mitral walve
replacement.

Head of the RMS Sur
gical Department Brig.
Gen. Bahi Hayasat said
the introduction of the
technique is part of
RMS efforts to advance
specialised medical
services and strength

en staff capabilities
through international
knowledge  exchange

and the adoption of ad
vanced technolopies.

Director of the Oueen
Alia Centre for Cardiac
Disease and Surgery,
Brig. Gen. Moham
mad Houli said the
procedure reflects the
centre’s advanced ca
pabilities in perform
ing complex -cardiac
surgeries.

Houli commended
the medical team for
introducing the tech
nigque and reaffirmed

the centre's commit
ment to developing
specialised cardiac
services in line with
international medical
standards.

Crown Prince meets with
Estonia president in Tallinn

The Crown Prince
warned of the dan
gers posed by Israel's
measures in the West
Bank seeking to annex
land and expand settle

ments. His Royal High-
ness also underscored
the need to step up ef
forts to address the
humanitarian crisis in
Gaza, and reiterated
that the two-state solu-
tion is the only way to

achieve peace.

Minister of Digital
Economy and Entrepre
neurship Sami Smeirat,
and Director of the
Office of the Crown
Prince Zaid Bagain at
tended the meeting.

55C begins trial of three
suspects in Karak church attack

Continued from page 1

The prosecutor filed
seven categories of
charges against the
defendants under the
Anti-Terrorism Law of
2006 and the Penal Code
of 1960,

The charges include
nine counts of jointly
committing terrorist
acts resulting in death,
in violation of article 2
and 7of the Anti-Terror
ism Law and Article 76
of the Penal Code.

The defendants also

face two counts of joint
ly committing terrorist
acts using weapons and
ammunition, under Ar
ticle 7of the Anti-Terror
ism Law, with reference
to Articles 2 and 7of the
same law and Article 76
of the Penal Code.
Other charges in
clude jointly possessing
weapons and ammu
nition with the intent
to use them in terror
ist acts, under Articles
Jand 7of the Anti-Ter
rorism Law, with refer
ence to Article 7of the

same law and Article 76
of the Penal Code.

The prosecutor also
charged the defend.
ants with conspiracy to
commit terrorist acts
using weapons, under
the Anti-Terrorism Law.
The remaining charges
involve promoting the
ideology of a terrorist
group and committing
acts likely to disrupt
public order and en
danger public safety
and security, under ar
ticles 2, 3 and 7 of the
said law.

Numbers that tell the story of the Democrats’ midterm blowout

WASHINGTON (AFF)
Democrats stormed back
to power in Congress
and governors' mansions
across America in Toes-
day’s midterm elections,
a stunning repudiation of
Donald Trump's political
agenda.

These are the numbers
that tell the tale of a his-
toric night.

Total turnout numbers
were not in yet, but Ameri
cans cast more than 61.7
millicn votes even before
election day, according to
the University of Florida's
Election Lab.

That figure, a runaway
record for early voting in
US midterms, undoubt-
edly boosted Democrats,
who traditionally cast
their ballots early more
often than Republican
VOLers.,

The numbers showed
large tumout among Af-
rican Americans, young
people and other groups
that typically support
Democratic  candidates,
National Public Radio
reported.

The surge contributed
to a wave election, with
Democrats munning the
table on key races -and

seizing control of both
chamhbers of Congress.

Total spending for the
2026 midterms soared
to a record $11.9 billion,
substantially higher than
the $89 billion racked
up in 2022, according to
OpenSecrets, a8 non-par-
tisan authority on spend
ing in US politics.

Campaign fundraising
and ad buys jumped in
the 2026 races, driven by
the outside spending of
so-called political action
committees.

Such outside spending,
led by Trump’s mega-bil
lionaire ally Elon Muslk,
favored Republicans by
some $360 million.

But Democratic can
didates proved adept at
raising their own funds.

House and Senate
candidates spent an un-
precedented 3.7 billion
from their campaign
warchests, with Demo
crats outspending Repub-
licans by 2800 million,
according to OpenSecrets.

In Texas, Democratic
Senate candidate James
Talarico broke records
by bringing in a stagger
ing $145 million, several
times the %22 million

House Minority Leader Hakeem leffries (D-NY ) (centre) speaks
during a press conference at the Democratic Congressional

Campaign
Washington, DC

raised by his Republican
rival Een Paxton who
was forced to rely on out.
side groups to fund his
campaign.

Ninety-four years ago
was the last time Kansas
sent a Demoerat to the US
Senate. But on Tuesday
night, Adam Hamilton
unseated Republican in
cumbent Roger Marshall.

Hamilton, the pastor of
a Methodist megachurch
who was registered as a
Republican until recently,
became the first Demo-
crat to win a Senate race
in the largely rural, con
servative state since 1932,

Texas also went blue

Committee headguarters on Wednesday in

for the first time in dec
ades, with Talarico soor
ing a massive upset to flip
a Senate seat in the Lone
Star State for the first
since 1988 — the year be
fore Talarico was born.

South Carolina also de-
fied history, custing Sena-
tor Darline Graham
who had been appointed
earlier this year to fill the
seat of her late brother
Lindsey Graham n
favor of Democrat Annie
Andrews. No South Caro
lina Demoerat had been
elected to the Senate since
1994,

Young men and Latino
voters two segments

of the American elector
ate crucial to Trump
turned sharply away from
the president and his Re
publican Party, exit polls
showed.

Hispanic woters had
helped bring Trump to
power in 2016, and were
instrumental in his victo
ry in 2024, when they only
narrowly went to Demo
crat Kamala Harris in the
presidential election, 51
per cent to 48 per cent, ac
cording to Pew Research.

But in recent weeks,
several Latino voters
have expressed anger at
Trump, saying they felt
betrayed.

It showed in MNBC
News exit polls on Tues
day, when Latino voters
backed Democratic candi
dates by 62 per cent to 35
per cent over Republicans.

Young voters also
soured on Trump. NBC
News reported that its
exit polls showed 18
20-year olds, men and
women, voted for Demo
crats by a 72 per cent to
25 per cent margin. That
iz a sharp shift from 2024
when young voters were
split between Trump and
Harris.

Democrats

In Maine, former log
ger Troy Jackson defeat
ed longtime Republican
Senator Susan Collins,
the party’s seventh Sen
ate seat captured from
Republicans.

In Kansas, Methodist
minister Adam Ham
ilton became the first
Democrat elected to the
Senate from the reliably
conservative state since
1932. Iowa had not
elected a Democratic

win US Congress in midterm rout of Trump

senator since 2008,

Talarico, the Texas
Democrat, declared he
had defeated “Goliath®
in winning a Senate
seat, while Gina Hino
josa unseated the state's
Republican  governor,
Greg  Abbott, ending
decades of Republican
rule.

Democrats also pro
tected key Senate seats
of their own, including
Jon Ossoff in Georgia
and an open seat in New
Hampshire.

The scale of the wic
tory grew further when
Abdul El Sayed defeated
former Republican law
maker Mike Rogers in
Michigan, making him
the first Muslim elected
to the upper chamber of
Congress.

The party’s House vic
tory saw gains across
Pennsylvania, Kentucky,
Arizona, North Caro
lina, Wisconsin and
New Jersey, including
districts Trump had
carried comfortably in

2024,

In one closely watched
bellwether, Democrat
J.D. Ford custed Repub
lican  congresswoman
Victoria Spartz in Indi
ana, capturing a district
Trump won by 17 points
two years earlier.

Democrats also won
Georgia's governorship,
electing former Atlanta
mayor Keisha Lance
Bottoms as the first
Black woman governor
in US history.

Republicans had

some consolation in
Florida, where Trump
backed Byron Donalds
became the state's first
Black governor and Ash-
ley Moody retained a
Senate seat — but only
after seeing off surpris
ingly strong Democratic
challenges.

The night was “a big
wipeout and a strong
repudiation of Donald
Trump and his poli-
cies”, George Washing
ton University profes
sor Todd Belt told AFP.

Trump on defensive

Democratic control of
Congress  will allow
the party to pursue in
vestigations into the
Iran war, immigration
enforcement and alle-
gations of corruption,
while blocking Trump's
agenda and senior ap
pointments.
Democratic Rep
resentative Robert
Garcia, now expected
to lead the powerful
House Ovwversight Com

mittee, warned Repub
licans on social media:

"LAWYER UR"
House Democratic
leader Hakeem  Jef

fries declared Trump's
MAGA movement “on
the run from sea to
shining sea".

Jeffries could become
the first Black speaker
of the House when the
new CONgress cONvenes
in January.

Despite his concili
atory remarks, Trump
also insisted on social

media that Republi
cans would have won
“IN A LANDSLIDE" if
he had been runmning,
though he had repeat
edly urged supporters
throughout the cam
paign to “pretend I'm
on the ballot”.

He also repeated his
threat to use the presi
dential veto on Demo-
crat-passed bills, post
ing a picture on social
media of a red base-
ball cap reading just:
*VETO",
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Israeli ultra-Orthodox party
thuds from king makers to
election losers

By Michael Blum

Agence France-Presse

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — For years the ultra-
Orthodox party Shas figured in most of Israel’s
governments, whether led from the right or the
left, hoping to use their consistent number of
seats to advance the community's interests.

But in last week's election, the party's clout
collapsed as it lost nearly half of its seats,
stung by disenchantment over 5has's alliance
with prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Shas first entered parliament in 1984 after
being established to defend the interests of
Sephardic Jews, who came to Israel from oth-
er Middle Eastern countries or NMorth Africa.
They hawve historically felt at an economic and
cultural disadvantage to Ashkenazi Jews, who
come mostly from Europe.

Bun with military discipline by Moroccan
born Aryeh Deri, Shas has joined most coali
tions but only after extracting its price, both
in terms of ministerial berths and policy prom-
ises.

Netanyahu, Israel’s longest-serving prime
minister who has ruled on and off for near-
ly 20 years, has learned to rely on the votes
from Shas, even though he personally is both
Ashkenazi and secular.,

Unlike its Ashkenazi counterpart United To
rah Judaism, which almost exclusively repre
sents ultra-Orthodox Jews, who follow strict
religious codes, Shas has appealed to a wider
body of Sephardic Jews by positioning itself as
a champion of the community at large.

But in the October 27 election, that broader
electorate deserted Shas which in the new par-
liament will have only six seats, down from 11.

Gilad Malach, a research fellow at the Israel
Democracy Institute who studies the ultra-
Orthodox, said that Shas's support fell most
markedly in working-class Sephardic areas far
from the city centres.

“It's a crisis of confidence,” he said.

Support from the broader working-class
Sephardic community for Shas dropped by 37
per cent, and it also fell by 22 per cent within
ultra-Orthodox areas, Malach’s analysis found.

Ultra-Orthodox Jews make up about 14 per
cent of Israel’s population, which is sharply di
vided between the religious and secular.

The ultra-Orthodox have many more children
than secular Israelis, leading to expectations
the religious will take on a significantly higher
share of the population in the decades to come.

Resentment

Neither bloc gained enough seats for a major-
ity in the election. The opposition is headed by
Gadi Eisenkot, a former military chief, the son
of Moroccan immigrants who would be the first
Sephardic prime minister.

Experts see a double-edged reason for the
drop in support for Shas.

The party has failed to secure a law that ex-
empts the ultra-Orthodex Jews from Israel's
mandatory military service.

Netanyahu, hoping to preserve allies, has al
lowed the exemption but stopped short of try
ing to enshrine it into law, in the face of wide
resentment by other Israelis at a time that re
servists are being called up multiple times as
the prime minister wages war on Gaza, Leba
non and Iram,

Working-class Sephardic Jews who are not
ultra-Orthodox have been particularly affected
by the wars, with repeated tours of duty and
disruption to their daily lives.

Such one-time Shas supporters felt aban
doned by the party, which “was seen as es
sentially focused on preventing conscription
and securing funding” for the ultra-Orthodox,
Malach said.

Shas left the government in mid-2025 owver
the failure of a law on military service exemp
tions, although the party was back in Netan
yahu's bloc for the election.

With Netanyahu and the opposition trying to
form coalitions, Shas could again put its seats
up for grabs. But it now has diminished power
and Eisenkot, while eager for allies, has been
outspoken in wanting fewer exemptions to mil-
itary service.

Former Shas lawmaker Yossi Taieb, who him
self served in the military, told AFP that the
rabbis who run the party are now ready to
agree to a greater number of ultra-Orthodox in
the armed forces so long as an exemption still
applies for yeshiva students, who study the To
rah.

Eisenkot has been open to creating some
sort of non-military service option for Israelis
who do not serve in the armed forces, although
some others in the opposition have vowed zero
exemptions.

Malach said the chances of a Shas alliance
with Eisenkot remain minimal and, for the mo
ment, the party remains with Netanyahu's bloc.

New trends in public sector
transtormation: The drivers of excellence

By Shaker A, Aladwan

n Jordan, His Majesty King

Abdullah launched an award

for excellence in the private
sector in the early 2000s, which
was subsequently followed by
the *King Abdullah IT Award for
Excellence in Government Per
formance and Transparency”.
It iz worth noting that the first
such initiative — the "Adminis-
trative Development Award" —
was launched in 1996 during the
reign of the late King Hussein
and was administered by the
Ciwvil Service Bureau and Minis-
try of Administrative Develop-
ment,

The United Arab Emirates has
placed significant emphasis on
institutional transformation
and excellence. In reviewing the
new model for the Abu Dhabi
Award for Excellence in Govern-
ment Performance 2026, [ noted
the adoption of several new ap-
proaches and criteria within the
institutional excellence frame-
work — reflecting the maturity
of various government entities
in areas of development and
modernisation. The award is an-
chored by several key drivers,
including:

The “Realising the WVision"
driver, which encompasses sub-
criteria such as a human-centric
strategy, future-readiness, stra-
tegic alignment, human capahil-
ities and HR, technical capabili-
ties and service delivery.

Another driver is "Operational
Excellence” — Which means that
a comprehensive management
approach aimed at improving
processes, increasing efficiency,
reducing waste and enhanc-
ing guality through a culture
of continuous improvement,
thereby providing the organisa-
tion with a sustainabhle competi-
tive advantage. This dimension
includes sub-components such
as governance, collaboration,
organisational learning, com-
munications, risk management,
asset management and financial
management.

The second component of the
award model encompasses “gov-
ernment accelerators”, which
incorporate two key concepts:
Adaptability and innovation.
The third component focuses
on “outcomes”, specifically the
notion of sustainable perform-
ance — the very essence of or
ganisational excellence. Several
years ago, I had the privilege of
working with the Prime Minis-
try on a government accelerator
project, in partnership with the
government of the United Arab
Emirates. The project aimed to
devise effective, rapid solutions
to warious challenges facing the
public sector — all within a 100-
day timeframe. This initiative
sought to accelerate the pace of
achievement, streamline efforts,
enhance responsiveness, im-
prove the delivery and perform-
ance of services, and ultimately

contribute positively to the lives
of citizens. In this context, I be-
lieve it is imperative to continue
such programmes, while pri-
oritising the most effective ac-
celerators, conducting a precise
diagnosis of challenges and rea

ligning government work priori-
ties — all in harmony with the
national visions established b

His Majesty King Abdullah.

The 'Realising the

Vision' driver, which
encompasses sub-criteria
such as a human-centric
strategy, future-readiness,
strategic alignment,
human capabilities and
HR, technical capabilities
and service delivery

What caught my attention is
the emphasis on the "human di-
mension” in public administra-

tion — placing the individual at
the heart of the focus. In Jordan's
modernisation vision, the citizen
is a central priority; the essence
of public administration lies in
its social responsibility towards
the citizen, fulfilled by providing
government services that meet
their needs. This requires sever
al measures, including: Continu-
ocusly learning about the needs
of all stakeholders; monitoring
the operating environment; and
gathering information such
as early indicators (or “weak sig
nals"} that may hint at impend-
ing, fundamental shifts. It also
entails tracking operational per-
formance and progress toward
strategic goals, learning from
outcomes, and fostering effec-
tive collaboration and engage-
ment with citizens, all segments
of Jordanian society, the busi-
ness sector and other govern-
ment entities. The objective is
to understand diverse perspec
tives, build trust and co-create
innovative solutions. Finally, it
necessitates adopting a trans-
parent approach to communica-
tion, implementing robust data
governance frameworks and
committing to ethical practices
in handling data.

Shaker A. Aladwan is the former
deputy chief cammissioner of the Petra
Development  and  Tourism  Region
Authority. He is currently with the
Department of Public Administration,
Faculty of Business, Yarmouk University.

Trump under pressure on Iran war

after Republicans’ midterms defeat

Agence France-Presse

WASHINGTON - US President
Donald Trump concedes that
the war he ordered on Iran was
partly to blame for his Republi-
can Party's sweeping midterms
losses but even as he comes
under pressure, analysts said on
Wednesday that he has few good
options ahead.

It remains to be seen what path
Trump will take after emerging
politically weakened as Demo-
crats seized control of both the
Senate and House of Representa
tives in Tuesday's vote.

The US leader also remains
caught between a desire to dip-
lomatically end the war with Iran

— which has sharply driven up
gasoline costs for American vot-
ers — and his threats to “finish it
off" with Tehran.

“Trump is now in a bind: Esca-
lation offers no clear path to vic-
tory and risks further wrecking
his presidency, while diplomacy
offers a potential way out,” said
Sina Toossi, senior non-resident
fellow at the Centre for Interna-
tional Policy.

“The new Democratic Congress
will also have sipgnificant over.
sight and funding powers come
January, further constraining his
options,” Toossi told AFP.

Trump acknowledged  om
Wednesday that “it's largely trus”
that Iran and the high fuel prices

provoked by the conflict had led
to the massive defeat for Repub
licans.

Still, he maintained, echoing
a similar statement after polls
closed on Tuesday, that he'd “do it
again” despite the election ham-
mering.

The reason we lost is
the war.The president
himself said so last night’

Vice President JD Vance, a po-
tential contender to succeed
Trump in the 2028 presidential
election, was more definitive.

“The reason we lost is the war
The president himself said so
last night,” Vance wrote in a post
on X.

Many American woters cited
high costs of living and the Iran
war as reasons behind their vote.

For usually reliable Republican
wvoters, like farmers, steep energy
costs are “really just leading to
degpair”, Charles Hall, executive
director of the North Carolina

Soybean Producers Association,
told AFE.

Hall, a Morth Carolina wvoter
himself, noted huge shifts to-
wards Democrats in his state:
“That tells me that they're voting
against something.”

“If theyTe farmers, they'te
probably voting against high die-
sel prices,” Hall said.

Tehran retaliated against US-
Israel strikes on Iran since late
February by blocking off the
Strait of Hormuz, a vital water
way for global energy transit
This sent oil prices soaring.

But Council on Foreign Rela-
tions senior fellow James Lind-
say told AFP that “the historic
drubbing that Repuhblicans took
on election day happened for rea-
sons that go well beyond Iran”.

He called the “blue tsunami” a
repudiation of much of Trump's
agenda, with the president be-
ing elected in 2024 on a pledge to
make life more affordable.

“What we've seen over the past
two years is that Americans be-
lieve that life has become even
more unaffordable,” Lindsay told
AFF “The Iran war clearly played
into that by driving up the price
of gas and diesel.”

Adding fuel to fire, Trump has
“often behaved in ways that sug-
gested he was indifferent to the
pain and suffering of Americans”,
he said.

Toossi added: “The message
from wvoters is clear: They want

relief from the war's economic
costs, not more war.”

‘Difficult position’

Already, top Senate Democrat
Chuck Schumer said on Wednes-
day that the Iran war "must end”,
with prospective Speaker of the
House Hakeem Jeffries echoing a
similar message.

But it remains unclear if Trump
will listen to voters and try to end
the conflict quickly, or push on
with it.

“Putting aside the election, dou-
bling down on Iran was always a
dangerous strategy,” Lindsay of
CFR said.

A new round of intense attacks

- even if designed to be short-
term — could backfire with Ira-
nians responded by targeting in-
stallations across the Gulf.

“This could spiral out of con-
trol,"he added, although acknowl-
edging that Trump's other options
“aren't terribly good either”.

Meanwhile, maintaining the US
naval blockade in the Middle East
is a strain on the country's mili-
tary, while negotiations have so
far failed to yield clear progress.

“The president's in a difficult
position regardless,” Lindsay
said.

And if Vance's comments on the
war are widely held by other Re-
publican lawmakers, he added,
Trump faces new political risks if
he were to double down on Iran.

After Trump’s midterm bashing, Europe watches for shifts

By Max Delany
Agence France-Presse

BRUSSELS, Belgium - There
may be jubilation in Europe af-
ter a stunning rout of the Re-
publicans in the US midterm
elections left President Donald
Trump weakened.

But there are no guarantees
that the political earthgquake will
change key US policies.

Here are the areas Europeans
will be watching for a shift:

Trump reined in?

After a rollercoaster of tariffs,
trashing Ukraine, and threats to
Greenland, diplomats in BErus-
sels were welcoming the results.

“There is relief here that this
iz the beginning of the end of the
Trump era and nobody is happier
than Europeans,” one diplomat
told AFP, granted anonymity like
others to discuss the issue.

The first expectation appears
that the Democratic wvictories
could help rein in Trump and be-
gin righting the ship — at least
at home.

“Hope is that with checks and
balances some confidence wrill
come back in the US system,”

said a second senior EU diplo-
mat.

But there is also a clear sensze
that America's inward turn un-
der Trump is unlikely to halt.

“If anything the US will turn
even more inwards and focus on
the domestic political fight be-
tween the White House and the
Congress,” a third diplomat said.

Meanwhile, on the internation-
al stage Trump should still have
a freer hand — and get even more
aggressive.

“Trump still has executive
powers and has been ignoring
Congress,” the same diplomat
said.

Ukraine

Despite the caution, Europe dear
Iy wants to see a shift in Wash-
ington’s approach to the war in
Ukraine.

Ahead of the midterms, Trump
yet again lashed out at Ukraine
and cosied up to Russia as Wash
ington has renewed its push to end
the fighting.

The Democrat win will now ush
er in a more vocal pro-Eyiv major
ity in Congress that could pressure
Trump to change tack.

But there is little hope that the

United States will go back to be-
ing a major financial backer for
Ukraine.

Officials in Brussels say they are
focused on plugging a 70 billion-
euro (79 billion) hole in Kyiv's fi-
NANCES NeXt year

And while they're pushing other
countries such as Britain, Canada
and Japan to do more, they are cer
tainly not counting on the United
States.

Troops

At NATO, Washington's Europe
an allies are nervously waiting
for the results of a Pentagon re-
view of US forces on the conti
nent that looks set to be unveiled
in December.

Multiple diplomats have previ-
ously said they do not expect the
midterms to impact the result.

Now with the Democrats
threatening to go after US De-
fense Secretary Pete Hegseth, one
of the most aggressive voices on
Europe could be under fire at the
Pentagon.

Despite that, Europeans remain
clear-eyed and insist they are not
backing down on efforts to take
more responsibility for their own
security.

Tariffs

One of Europe’s major bughears
with Trump is the tariffs he's im-
posed. Getting him to backtrack
on one of his centrepiece eco-
nomic policies seems unlikely.

Democrats seeking to bring
down inflation could try to roll
back some of the measures.

But some look likely to stick
around. In a recent poll from the
Washington-based Council on
Foreign Relations, only one quar-
ter of Americans backed remov-
ing all the tariffs on the EU.

Digital

Another area of conflict has been
Trump's opposition to the EU ef-
forts to curb big tech.

MNow with the Democrats pledg-
ing to crack down on the power of
Silicon valley — Europe is hoping it
won't face such strong headwinds.

“We will not change our enforce-
ment of our digital rules, and we
don't expect changes on such is-
sues with the White House,” an EU
official told AFE “But we expect
more room to discuss, to cooper-
ate with Congress on global shared
challenges” such as AT and cyber
seCUrity.
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A total of 15 Jordanian companies are participating in three exhibitions being held at the

Dubai World Trade Centre

Jordanian pavilion at three Dubai exhibitions
draws ‘significant’interest — JEA

ANMMAN (JT) The
Jordanian pavilion at
three specialised in-
ternational exhibitions
being held at the Dubai
World Trade Centre has
attracted significant in
terest from wvisitors and
buyers keen to explore
national products.

A total of 15 Jordani
an companies are par
ticipating in the exhibi
tions, showcasing their
products and seeking to
strengthen the presence
of Jordanian industry
in international mar
kets while opening up
new export opportuni
ties, the Jordan News
Agency, Petra, reported.

The Jordanian Ex
porters Association
(JEA), in cooperation
with the Amman Cham
ber of Industry, is or
ganising the pavilion
as part of three events:
Gulf Industrial Exhibi
tion 2026, Sweets and
Snacks Exhibition 2026,
and Private Label Exhi
bition 2026.

The exhibitions began
on Tuesday and will ran
until Thursday.

In a statement on
Wednesday, JEA Chair
man Senator Ahmad
Ehudari said Jordan's
participation marked an
important step towards
strengthening the pres-
ence of national prod-
ucts in foreign markets.

He added that the as-
sociation provides par
ticipating  companies
with an opportunity to
showecase their prod-
ucts, production capa
hilities and competitive-
ness to a wide range of
buyers and importers,

International exhibi-
tions serve as key plat.
forms for establishing
commercial — partner
ships, exchanging ex-
pertise and gaining in
sight into market needs
and demand trends,
Khudari said.

Such events also help
Jordanian companies
improve their products,
expand their customer

hase and access new
markets, he added.
Ehudar stressed the
importance of diversi
fying export markets

rather than relying
solely on traditional
destinations.

He =aid the partici

pation of Jordanian
companies in  inter
national exhibitions

helps enhance the com
petitiveness of national
industry and expand
export  opportunities,
ultimately contributing
positively to produc-
tion, investment and job
creation.

The JEA continues
to work with relevant
authorities and the in
dustrial sector to facil
itate the participation
of national companies
in international exhi
bitions, promote Jor
danian products and
highlight their quality,
diversity and ability to
meet the requirements
of various markets, he
added.

BUSINESS

ACl exports rise 6% to JD6.674b

in first 10 months of 2026

ANMMAN (JT) Ex-
ports by the Amman
Chamber of Indus

try (ACIl rose by 6 per
cent during the first 10
months of 2026, reach-
ing JDG6.674 billion,
compared with JDE.321
billion during the same
period in 2025, an in-
crease of JD352 mil
lion, according to ACI
statistical data.

The figures also re
vealed an expansion
into new geographi
cal markets, including
non-traditional desti
nations in several Af
rican, European and
non-Arab Asian coun-
tries, the Jordan News
Agency, Petra, reported.

Exports  increased
across most industrial
sectors, with the ex
ception of mining in-
dustries and the engi-
neering, electrical and
information technology
sectors, which record
ed declines of 5 per
cent and 15 per cent,
respectively.

The packaging, pa
per, cardboard and of
fice supplies sector
recorded the highest
growth, with exports
rising by 38 per cent,
followed by chemical
industries and cosmet
ics, which grew by 28
per cent. Exports from
the leather and gar
ment sector remained
stable.

Four countries
Irag, India, the United
States and Saudi Ara
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Exports by the Amman Chamber of Industry rises by 6 per cent during the first 10 months of 2026, reaching JD6.674 billion

bia accounted for
more than half of total
exports, amounting to
JD3.457 billion.
Exports to Irag rose
by 251 per cent to
JD990 million, up from
JD791 million in 2025,
making it the leading
destination for ACI ex
ports.  Shipments to
Saudi Arabia increased
by 4 per cent to JD731
million, compared with
JD702 million during

the same period last
year.

Meanwhile, exports
to India declined by 2.2
per cent to JD953 mil-
lion, down from JD974
million, while those to
the United States fell by
25.4 per cent to JD783
million, compared
with JD1.050 billion.
Exports to Syria also
dropped by 8.6 per cent
to JD321 million, down
from JD351 million.

In contrast, exports
to China surged by
180.9 per cent to JDZ93
million, compared with
JD104 million in 2025,
while exports to Pales
tine increased by 18.3
per cent to JD162 mil
lion, up from JD137
million.

By geographical dis
tribution, Arab coun
tries accounted for
J03.384 hillion of ex
ports, followed by non

Arab Asian countries
at JD1.605 billion and
North American coun
tries at JDA37 million:.
Exports to European
Union countries to-
talled JD414 million,
while non-EU Europe-
an countries received
JD232 million. African
countries accounted
for JD493 million, South
American countries
JD48 million, and other
countries JDB0 million.

Stocks surge,

LONDOMN (AFP)
Share prices surged on
Wednesday as trad

ers digested President
Donald Trump's heavy
defeat in US midterm
elections, which saw his
Republican Party lose
control of Congress.

Az stocks rose, the dol
lar sank against other
major currencies and
the price of cil tanked
Brent crude falling more
than 3 per cent to under
$100 per barrel.

Democrats seized con
trol of both houses in a
victory that gives them
the power to block leg
islation, open inwvesti
gations into Trump's
administration and
thwart his judicial and
senior government
appointments.

Wall Street's main
stock indices jumped,
the Dow gaining more
than 2 per cent in late
morning trading.

Europe's main indices
finished with gains of
around 2 per cent.

Analysts are expecting
the new reality in Wash
ington to bring pelitical
stagnation, with Trump
having earlier promised
he would become “Mr
Veto".

“Gridlock might be
bad for politics, but it
is good for markets, and
traditionally US indices
experience a strong rally

oil tumbles after Trump's election rout
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A trader works at his desk on the floor of the New York Stock
Exchange [NYSE) at the opening bell in New York City on

Wednesday

after midterm elections,"
said Kathleen Brooks, re
search director at trad
ing platform XTB.

“After the recent rout
in stocks, especially Al
linked stocks, the stage
could be set for a strong
performance into  year
end,” she said.

Trump has been a
staunch backer of TS
technology firms but the
Democratic wictory has
sparked fear that AT and
data centre development
could be regulated.

That fear initially saw
Asian markets struggle,
but US indices showed
no signs of sluggishness,
with the tech-heavy
Masdag posting a 1.4 per
cent rise after tumhbling
since last week.

The gains in Europe
came despite official
data on Wednesday
showing that euro
zone inflation reached
a three-year high of 4.0
per cent in October.

Markets across Asia
also performed strong
ly, though Tokye ended
lower as its tech sector
struggled.

Tens of millions of
Americans voted in the
crucial polls pitched as a
referendum on the White
House, as anger grows
at surging petrol prices,
the impact of tariffs and
the [ran war

Bond yields awvoided
the wolatility seen re-
cently, while gold ben
efited from its status as
a safe-haven investment.

“From the looks of it,
it appears investors are
pricing in an end to the
war in Iran that will
bring down oil prices
and tame inflation, and
make non-yielding as-
sets like precious met
als and eryptocurrencies
great again,” said ana-
lyst Chris Beauchamp at
trading platform IG.

Patrick O'Hare from
Briefing.com highlight
ed that Trump had sig
nalled an end to the elec-
tion by congratulating
the Demoecrats and say-
ing he looked forward to
working with them,

“Reading between
those lines, the market
took comfort in the un
derstanding that the
overall election result
won't be contested,” he
wrote in a note.

Aside from the TS
vote, Investors contin
ued to follow third
quarter earmings.

BMW said on Wednes-
day that it would step
up planned job cuts as it
reported a drop in third
quarter profit, news that
saw its share price soar
by 5.7 per cent.

Google meanwhile
said it planned to invest
$15 billion in Malaysia
over the next two years
to build data centres and
other infrastructure, and
its shares rose by 3.8 per
cent.

Eurozone inflation hits three-year high at 4% in October

Brussels (AFP) — Euro-
zone inflation climbed
to a three-year high of
4.0 per cent in October
as the Middle East war
fuelled a surge in en
ergy costs, official data
showed on Wednesday.

The fipure for the
2l-country euro area
was up from 3.8 per
cent in September and
remains well above
the European Central

Bank's two-per cent
target.
The October read.

ing was in line with the

forecast by economists
for Bloomberg.

Analysts said they ex-
pected another interest
rate increase by the ECB
this year following the
data's release.

“Concerns about the
high level of inflation
lock set to prompt the
ECB to raise interest
rates again in Decem
ber, but we suspect that
will be the end of the
tightening cyecle," Jack
Allen-Reynolds of Capi
tal Economics said.

The ECB last week

kept its benchmark in-
terest rate on hold but
opened the door to an
other hike in December.
Inflation in the single
CUITENCy area was last
above 4.0 per cent in
September 2023, when
it stood at 4.3 per cent.
Energy price increas
es surged to 208 per
cent in October, up from
18.9 per cent a month
earlier, Eurostat said.
Core inflation, which
strips out wvolatile en-
ergy and food prices, re
mained stable at 2.5 per

cent last month.

Meanwhile, food and
drinks inflation in
creased to 1.6 per cent
in Cctober from 1.3 per
cent in September

Allen-Reynolds  said
the indirect effects of
higher energy costs on
food and core inflation
remained “very small”.

But he said "we sus
pect that the impact of
higher energy costs will
feed through to food
and core inflation more
noticeably in the com
ing months®.

AOCTCwelcomes Iraq's decision
to grant Jordanian citizens visas on arrival

AMMAN (JT} = Chair
man of the Association
of Owners of Clear
ance and Transport
Companies  {AOCTC)
Daifallah Abu Agouleh
has welcomed Iraq's
decision to grant Jor
danian citizens wvisas
on arrival at its land
and air border cross
ings, describing the
mMove as an important
step towards strength
ening bhilateral rela
tions and enhancing
economic cooperation.

In a statement is
sued on Wednesday,
Abu Agouleh said the
decision reflects the
shared commitment
of Jordan and Iraqg to
deepening  economic
and trade ties while
facilitating travel and
movement between the
two countries.

The Iragqi Embassy
in Amman announced
on Tuesday that the
Iraqi Ministry of Inte
rior had issued a min
isterial order allowing
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Association OF Owners of Clearance & Transport Companies

Jordanian citizens to
obtain visit visas upon
arrival at Iragi land
and air border cross-
ings, simplifying entry
procedures,

Abu Agouleh said
the move would help
remove  administra
tive barriers facing

citizens, traders and
businesspeople, mak
ing it easier to conduct
commercial activities,
establish partnerships
and explore wider in
vestment opportuni-
ties in both countries.
He noted that Iraqg
is one of Jordan's key

trading partners, add
ing that easing travel
procedures would give
fresh impetus to bilat-
eral trade by enabling
traders, business own
ers and company rep
resentatives to com
duct their activities
MMOTE

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

AMMAN (JT) — Amman Stock Exchange {ASE)
trading walue for Wednesday amounted to
JD13.4 million spread over 5.5 million shares
that traded through 4,037 transactions.

The ASE share price index shed 0.91 per cent,

closing at 407422 points.

Out of 103 companies whose shares were trad
ed, the share price of 42 companies rose while
the share price of another 22 declined.

Topping the list of the companies whose
shares gained the most were Jordan Phosphate
Mines by 5.18 per cent, Arab Banking Corpora
tion in Jordan by 4.6 per cent, Jordan Insurance
by 4.52 per cent, Arab Aluminium Industry/Aral
by 4.44 per cent, and International Arabian De
velopment and Investment Trading Company by

4.17 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the
most were Jerusalem Insurance by 7.08 per cent,
Al-Zarga Educational and Investment by 4.53
per cent, Amwaj Properties by 4 per cent, Arabh
Pesticides and Veterinary Drugs Manufacturing
Company by 3.24 per cent, and Al-Tajamouat for
Catering and Housing Company Plc. by 2.97 per

cent.

ASE Index T antezz

Lite Dt

Chiiz and &rag

DAILY SUMMARY

Regulas Marbot
Tralieng ‘i 34 10,k
Trading wisime S54SR T
o of Traiinactme &0
W uf Securites L]

e the ploe draa (o aosm in

| ulas Gy

Hoyember 06, 2020

Hisberical Dats

OTC Mask ket Bohida

& Lover 21
B Cainers: 41
& unchanges: 19




8 WEEKENDER

THE JORDAN TIMES | Thursday, November 3, 2026

- SWORD

By 5aeb Rawashdeh

n the history, technical knowledge
was rarely written down but it was
passed down from a master to his
disciples orally and through every-
day practice Skills.tempering secrets and

forge methods were taught via family lines
and decades-long apprenticeships.

Arabic mediaeval sword production
evolved through distinct historical peri-
ocs, shifting from straight. double-edged
blades to iconic curved sabers, heavily
influenced by regional metallurgy and

trade. These sables and swords were the
trade mark of the Arab Muslim state and
later the Ottoman Empire.

There are three periods: Early Islamic
(7th -8th centuries), Islamic Golden Age
(Sth -early 13th centuries) and Late Medi-
aeval (13th -16th centuries)

HE'BE WE ABE GOING TO MENTION SOME OF TYPICAL MOPELS

SHAMSHIR

Adeeply curved, slender Persian
sabre whose name translates to
“lion's claw"., It features a fine,

single-edged steel blade designed

for slicing and slashing from
horseback without getting stuck in
| an opponent. The extreme curve
l made it highly effective for cavalry
, soldiers on horseback against
| lightly armored opponents in dry,
open tertains.

KL

An Ottoman-Turkish broad sabre featuring
a distinet convex curve and a flared, double-

A signature Ottoman
infantry weapon or long knife
characterised by a sharp
forward-curving (recurved)
blade and a distinetive
“butterfly” or bulbous two-
eared pommel with no cross-
guard. Designed primarily for
close-guarters combat. The
recurve shape draws material
into the slice to maximise
cutting power, while the
alignment of the tip with the !

grip enhances thrusting,

edged tip called a yelman. The velman
adds forward weight to make chopping and
slashing strokes more devastating. It was
used in the Seljuk Empire, Timurid Empire,
Mamluk Empire, Ottoman Empire, and
other Turkic khanates of Eurasian steppes
and Turkestan.
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A double-pointed or split-bladed sword
is frequently depicted in Ottoman and
regional art as a sacred symbol of justice
and martial power.

Unlike modern curved representations,
historical descriptions suggest the
original weapon was likely a straight
broadsword featuring a split or
bifurcated tip. 1t was used in the early
Islamic battles.

limcHA

A shorter North African and Moroccan single-edged curved sword,
easily recognized by its knuckle puard with a forward-curving
quillon and knuckle-bow loop, widely used by maritime corsairs
SAIF and local guards. Many nimchas feature imported European trade
blades fitted with locally made brass, iron, or silver hilts. Blades
range from curved, wide-tipped scimitar styles (17th-18th century)
to longer, straighter designs,

The traditional
traditional Arab
curved sword. It
typically features
a broader blade
and less extreme
curvature than a
Persian shamshir,
olten paired with
4 hooked pommel
and rich Islamic
calligraphy. Early
pre-7th-century : HAS EABA
and Islamic-
conguest-era saifs A traditional
were typically straight, double-
straight, double- edged tribal sword
edged iron or 8 native to Sudan and
steel blades, mAmE LI'IBE wo BD the eastern Sahel

Over subsequent region, heavily
Py Named after the Mamluks, an elite ruling and military dynasty which R
centuries, it 3 B y &) ¥ utilised across

avolosd it s Eﬂlllmllt"d Egypt, Syria and Lu'lwunt. A curved, hilt-heavy sabre, mlﬂ_dulizd Skt far b i
broad-bladed, after Middle Eastern shamshirs that was adopted by Western military Shiiat Gopabar T
forces, including the British light cavalry and the United States Marine wood grip is often
Corps dress uniform. S AT
wrapped in leather,
crocodile skin, or
shagreen, paired
with a characteristic
flat disc-shaped
or button pommel
rather than a
European wheel
pommel.

slightly curved
~ saber.

THE CENTRES OF SWORD/SABRE MANUFACTURES WERE: CAIRo,
Damascus, Knosasan, YEmen, AnpALus Anp HioAz.
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