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Volume of land transit cargo increased by 84.7 per cent in the third quarter of 2026 according

to Ministry of Transport

Land transit cargo rises 84.7%
in Q3 2026 — ministry

AMMAN {JT) — volume
of land transit cargo in
creased by 84.7 per cent
in the third gquarter of
2026 compared with the
corresponding period of
2025, according to Min
istry of Transport data
released on Saturday,
Land transit car
go reached 4944135
tonnes in the third quar
ter of 2026, up from
2,677,264 tonnes in the
same period of 2025,
while imported cargo

rose by 6.9 per cent to
4027537 tonnes, com-
pared with 4,608,507
tonnes a year earlier, Al
Mamlaka TV reported.
Imported — domestic
goods increased by 7.1
per cent to 4,780,766
tonnes. However, total
overland freight move
ment declined by 104
per cent to 12,841,005
tonnes, down from
14,323,532 tonnes, due
to an 18.5 per cent drop
in exported cargo to

7,913,468 tonnes.

Inbound and out
bound truck traffic
across all border cross
ings increased by 55 per
cent to 575,815 trucks,
compared with 371,444
in the third quarter of
2025,

Land passenger move
ment also rose by 32.8
per cent to 4,577,795
travellers, wup from
3,447 692,

Continued on page 5
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Nine automatic firearms found in
balloon-carried bag in Karak — PSD

AMMAN (JT) — Xa-
rak Police on Saturday
seized nine automatic
firearms and GPS de-
vices after a suspicious
bag was found in the
Muhi area, according to
Public Security Directo-
rate (PSD) Spokesperson
Brig. Gen. Amer Sartawi.
Sartawi said that the bag
had been carried by ther-
mal balloons and pre-
liminary investigations
indicated that it had
drifted with the wind
from the Kingdom's
southern border, adding
that Investigations are

ongoing.

Arab Potash posts 34%rise
in nine-month net profit to JD169m

AMMAN (JT) The
Arab Potash Company
IAPC) reported a 34 per
cent increase in met
profit after provisions,
income tax and min
ing fees during the first
nine months of 2026,
reaching JDI169 mil
lion, compared with
JD127 million in the
corresponding period of
2025,

According to the com
pany's data, operating
profit from core potash
operations rose by 66
per cent to JD175 mil
lion, up from JD105
million in the same pe
riod last year, the Jor
dan Mews Agency, Petra,
reported.

Net sales revenue in
creased by 16 per cent
to JD563 million, com
pared with JD488 mil
lion previously, while
investments in associ
ate companies gener
ated JD41 million in

The Arab Potash Company reports a 34 per cent increase in net profit during the first nine

months of 2026

investment income,
marking a 40 per cent
increase.

Total production
reached 2.19 million
tonnes by the end of

the third quarter, up 2
per cent from 2.15 mil
lion tonnes in the cor
responding period last
year

Sales  wvolume also

reached a record of 2.25
million tonnes, repre
senting a 3 per cent in
crease from 2.18 million
tonnes.

APC and its subsidiar

ies injected $1.23 hillion
in foreign currency into
the Kingdom's banking
system by the end of
September, a 19 per cent
increase compared with
the $1.03 billion record
ed during the same pe
riod last year.

APC Chairman She
hada Abu Hdeib, said
the financial and op
erational results reflect
effective long-term cor
porate planning and
the company's abil
ity to maintain sustain
able prowth despite
mounting  geopolitical
challenges.

He said the perform
ance reinforces the
COmpany's position
as a strategic pillar of
the national economy,
contributing to foreign
CUITENCY reserves and
stimulating local in
vestment and industry.

Continued on page 5
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Syria's Foreign Minister Asaad Al Shibani speaks during a plenary session of the International
Institute for Strategic Studies Manama Dialogue 2026 in Manama on Saturday

Jordan, Syria maintain strategic ties,
strengthen security and military cooperation

AMMAN (JT) — Syria's
Foreign Minister Asaad
Al Shibani has said that
Syria and Jordan main
tain strategic relations
and close security and
military cooperation
aimed at safepuarding

their shared border and
ensuring regional sta-
bility.

Speaking at a session
at the 22nd NS5 Man
ama Dialogue 2026, Al
Shibani highlighted the
extensive  cooperation

between Syria and .Jor
dan, Iragq and Lebanon
in securing their bor-
ders, according to the
Syrian Arab News Agen
cy (SANA).

Continued on page 5

Israeli protesters demand opposition ally with Arab parties to oust Netanyahu

TEL AVIV [AFP) Hun
dreds of Israelis took to
the streets on Saturday
to urge the opposition to
ally with Arab parties to
oust prime minister Ben
jamin Netanyahu, who
has pone on the offen
sive against the minority
group's leaders.

Arabh-majority par-
ties made major gains
in Tuesday's election,
fuelled by anger owver
thetoric targeting the
community from Netan
vahu's hard-right gov
ernment, but opposition
chief GGadi Eisenkot has
not decided whether to
seek a coalition with
them.

Joining a rally in Tel
Aviv, Ayelet Raz said
that the Arab commu
nity, which accounts

for around 20 per cent
of Israel's population,
had a right to political
participation.

“It’'s the last chance for
real change," the 60-year-
old psychologist said,
warning that Netanya-
hu, Israel's longest-zerv
ing prime minister, was
a "great manipulator”,

"We need to give peace
a chance," she said. "Oth-
erwise we'll have this
bloodshed forewver.”

Tuesday's election was
inconclusive, with nei-
ther bloc reaching a ma
jority in Israel’s 120-seat
parliament.

Jewish-majority par
ties opposed to Netan-
yahu, known by his nick
name Bibi, won 48 seats,
while two Arab-majority
parties, Raam and the

Joint List, secured a
combined 19 seats.

An alliance between
the two camps would
potentially give the anti
Netanyahu bloc a com
fortable majority of 67
seats, but the idea is op
posed by some parties in
the opposition bloc.

“Arabs and Jews will
only win together” and
“There 13 a majority for
change” read some of the
signs held by around 500
protesters in Tel Aviv.

"67 — United we stand,
divided we get Bibi" and
“Why not, really un-
less we are racist?” read
some of the placards at
the 100-strong rally in
Jerusalem.

Arab parties have
only once formally sat
in an Israeli govern

ment, when Raam leader
Mansour Abbas joined a
short-lived coalition that
lasted from 2021 to 2022,
He has voiced a will
ingness to do so again.
The Joint List's Yousef
Jabareen, —meanwhile,
has told AFP he is will
ing to support Eisenkot
in parliament without
joining his government,
citing, among other con-
cerns, the war in Gaza.

Opposition division

Eisenkot, 66, a former
military chief and politi
cal novice, largely shares
Netanyahu's views on
security issues includ
ing Gaza, which Israel
has reduced to rubble
since the Hamas sur
prise attack on October

Smioke rises as the Israeli military demolishes the homes of the two Palestinian gunmen who
killed two Israsli soldiers at a West Bank checkpoint the previous week, in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank city of Hebron, on Friday

7,0023,

Eisenkot reiterated on
Saturday that he would
only form a "Zionist gov-

ernment” whose mem
bers commit to the "rec
ognition of Israel as a
Jewish, democratic and

liberal state” and to the
"recognition of Hamas
as a terrorist organisa
tion",

conditions  that

Arab leaders have previ-
ously refused to accept.

While he has said he
does not want a govern
ment dependent on Arab
lists, Eisenkot has not
explicitly rejected their
external support.

‘T want them [the op
position  bloc] to go
ahead to be brave and
do the right thing," said
demonstrator  Sharon
Balaban, 55, a video art
ist in Jerusalem.

Yair Golan, leader of
the left-wing Democrats
has enthusiastically
supported the prospect
of a government backed
by Arab parties, say
ing it would be racist
to exclude them, and on
Thursday met Abbas.

Continued on page 5
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Jordan supports science diplomacy with new PSUT diploma
for future leaders in science, international relations

ANDIAN (JT) Jordan
has greatly enhanced
its role in science di
plomacy with the an
nouncement of a new
Diploma in Science Di-
plomacy to be taught at
Princess Sumaya Uni
versity for Technology
(FSUT), during an crien
tation seminar bringing
together Jordanian and
European diplomats at
the Landmark Confer
ence Centre in Amman
on October 29.

The seminar explored
how scientific knowl
edge, research part
nerships and  shared
technological capabili
ties can stremgthen in
ternational relations,
support evidence-based
policymaking and con
tribute to peace, accord-
ing to a Royal Scientific
Society of Jordan (RSS)
statement.

HERH Princess Sumaya
Bint El Hassan, presi
dent of the RSS and
UNESCO poodwill am-
bassador for science
for peace, delivered the
keynote address, titled
“Jordanian Science Ar
chitecture and its Place
in Global Partnerships”,

Drawing on more than
two decades of engage.
ment in science diplo
macy, she called for
closer collaboration be-
tween scientific institu
tions, governments and
diplomatic services, and
for a new generation of
professionals equipped
to connect science with
international policy.

“I seek, like so many
colleagues around the
world, to generate or
support those conver-
sations and collabora-
tions that may empower
kmowledge and priori
tise science and tech
nology, to help create a
more hopeful future,”
Princess Sumaya said.

She emphasised that
scientific discovery
alone cannot deliver
its full benefits to soci
ety without the policies,
partnerships and diplo-
matic engagement need
ed to translate kmowl-
edge into action.

“Science  Diplomacy
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HRH Princess Sumaya Bint El Hassan participates in an orientation seminar on science diplomacy for Jordanian and European diplomats at the Landmark
Conference Centre in Amman on October 29

supports that mecha
nism by providing a
language for dialogue
between  science  and
government, within
state structures and
across  state borders”
she said.

Princess Sumaya
placed peace at the
heart of her address,
recalling the World Sci-
ence Forum 2017, held in
Jordan under her chair
manship and puided by
the theme “Science for
Peace”.

She stressed that
lasting peace requires
more than the absence
of conflict. It must be
supported by dialogue,
education, opportunity,
understanding and a
sustained commitment
to human dignity.

“Scientific knowledge
and engagement must
be at the core of sustain
able peacebuilding,” she
said, highlighting the
importance of scien
tific understanding in
addressing challenges
that no country can re
solve alone, including
water and energy secu-
rity, climate change, ar
tificial intellipence and
cybersecurity.

Addressing young
diplomats in particular,
Princess Sumaya under
lined their potential to

shape Jordan's interna
tional relationships for
decades to come.

She encouraged them
to see science diplo
macy as an opportunity
to connect Jordanian
knowledge and talent
with international ex
pertise, build partner
ships founded on mu
tual respect and ensure

that Jordan actively
helps  shape  global
conversations,

She also highlighted
Jordan's scientific and
diplomatic institutions
as the foundations of
this work. The RSS, the
Higher Council for Sci
ence and Technology
(HCST), PSUT, SESAME
and the Jordan Institute
of Diplomacy each con
tribute to an environ
ment in which research,
education, innovation
and international en
gagement can reinforce
one another.

Princess Sumaya paid
tribute to the longstand
ing contribution of her
father, HRH Prince Has
san Bin Talal, to scientif
ic advancement, regional
cooperation and human
development. His role in
estahlishing the RSS in
1970, the HCST in 1987
and the Jordan Institute
of Diplomacy in 1994
helped lay important

foundations for Jordan's
continuing engagement
with science and inter
national cooperation.

She described SESA
ME, the international
scientific research facil
ity in Allan, Jordan, as a
practical demonstration
of science diplomacy,
showing how countries
and scientific commu
nities can cooperate
around shared goals de
spite regional tensions.

Its significance ex
tends beyond scientific
research to the trust,
dialogue and relation
ships that develop when
people work together in
pursuit of knowledge,
she added.

“Today, we offer an
institutional infrastrue
ture, a pivotal location
and an unrivalled pas
sion for knowledge. We
offer a home for Science
Diplomacy in our re
gion,” Princess Sumaya
said.

The seminar opened
with welcoming re
marks by Ambassador
of the European Union
to Jordan Pierre-Chris
tophe Chatzisavas and
Director of the Jordan
Institute of Diplomacy
Haifa Al Khraisha.

Their  participation
reflected the impor
tance of cooperation

between Jordanian and
European institutions in
developing a shared un
derstanding of science
diplomacy and its grow
ing relevance to interna
tional relations.

Jan Marco Miiller,
team leader at the Euro
pean Commission’s di
rectorate general for re
search and innovation,
introduced the Europe
an Union's approach to
science diplomacy.

His session outlined
the role of science and
research in  intema
tional engagement and
provided a framework
for understanding the
instruments and insti
tutional  partnerships
through which scientific
cooperation can sup
port broader diplomatic
objectives.

Jordan's scientific ar
chitecture and its place
in global partnerships
were outlined in Prin
cess Sumaya'’s keynote
address, in which she
connected the semi
nar's international fo
cus with Jordan's own
institutional experience,
highlighting the coun
try's capacity to bring
together research, edu
cation, innovation and
diplomacy in support
of regional and global
cooperation.

Following  Princess
Sumaya'’s ANNOUnce
ment of FSUT's new Di
ploma in Science Diplo
macy, President of PSUT
Wejdan Abu Elhaija was
invited to outline the
TIEW COUTSE.

The initiative is de
signed to bridge the
worlds of science and
diplomacy, equipping
professionals with the
knowledge and skills to
engage with complex
international challenges
and conmect scientific
evidence with policy
and diplomatic practice,

The seminar contin-
ued with Theodota La-
gouri, representing the
EU Science Diplomacy
Alliance and CERRN,
who examined science
diplomacy in practice
and the contribution of
international networks
to developing collabo
ration across  scien-
tific  and  diplomatic
communities.

Her session high-
lighted the importance
of connecting expertise,
institutions and practi
tioners to strengthen the
field and expand oppor
tunities for cooperation.

Director General of
SESAME Ehaled Tou-
kan shared his facility’s
maodel of international
research partnership as

a4 major element of sci-
entific  infrastructure
that can bring together
researchers and mem-
ber countries across
political boundaries,
building  relationships
through shared scien-
tific goals and sustained
collaboration.

The final session
featured Director for
Stakeholder Relations
at CERN Ursula Bassler,
who discussed CERN's
lessons in  research
partnerships.

Drawing on the ex
perience of one of the
world's leading interna
tional scientific organi-
sations, her contribu-
tion complemented the
SESAME case study and
highlighted the value of
long-term  institutional
cooperation in support
ing scientific progress
and international
Engagement,

The seminar was fa-
cilitated by Hanina Ben
Bernou of the Euro
pean Union Delegation
to Jordan and brought
together officials from
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates,
European diplomats
posted to Jordan, alum-
ni of the EU-Jordan pro
gramme in European Af
fairs with the College of
Europe, and representa
tives of Jordanian scien-
tific, technological and
research institutions.

The discussions took
place amid expanding
cooperation  between
Jordan and Eurcpean
institutions through
the EU-Jordan Strate-
gic and Comprehensive
Partnership,  Horizon
Europe, the Partnership
for Research and Inno
vation in the Mediterra-
nean Area and hilateral
Programimes,

The seminar aimed to
strengthen diplomats’
understanding of these
opportunities and their
ability to connect sci
entific institutions, pol-
icymakers and interna-
tional partners.

The launch of the
PSUT Diploma in Sci-
ence Diplomacy gives
this shared ambition a

practical educational
dimension. By bring
ing scientific literacy,
policy  understanding
and diplomatic practice
into closer alignment,
the initiative seeks to
prepare professionals
to navigate increas-
ingly complex interna
tional challenges and
develop partnerships
that conmnect research
with public policy and
society.

The seminar conclud
ed with a retrospective
video of the World Sci-
ence Forum 2017, held
on the shores of the
Dead Sea in Jordan un-
der the banner “Science
for Peace”.

Hosted Jordan and
organised by the RSS,
the Forum was chaired
Ly HRH Princess
Sumaya and brought
topether more than
3,000 participants from
120 countries.

It remains a land
mark gathering in Jor
dan's scientific history,
placing the country at
the forefromt of inter
national discussions on
science policy, scientif-
ic cooperation and the
role of science in build
ing peace, according to
the statement.

Revisiting the Forum
provided a fitting re
minder that Jordan's
commitment to science
diplomacy builds on
years of international
engagement and a wi-
sion that continues to
shape its partnerships
today.

The seminar reaf-
firmed Jordan's com-
mitment to placing
knowledge, eduocation
and international co
operation at the heart
of its engagement with
the world.

As science and tech
nology increasingly
shape global challenges
and opportunities, sci-
ence diplomacy offers
Jordan a means of mo
Lilising its institutions,
expertise  and inter-
national relationships
in pursuit of a more
peaceful and sustain
able future.
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The Jordanian-Japanese Working Group on Economic and Investment Cooperation on
Wednesday holds its second meeting

Jordanian-Japanese working group
discuss expanding investment, trade ties

AMMAN (JT) The
Jordanian-Japanese
Working Group on
Economic and Invest-
ment Cooperation on
Wednesday held its
second meeting to re
view progress on bi
lateral agreements and
follow up on the out-
comes of its first meet
ing in July.

The meeting was
co-chaired by Secre-
tary General of the
Ministry of Indus
try, Trade and Supply
Dana Zoubi and Depu
ty Chief of Mission at
the Japanese Embassy
Tomoko Watanabe, ac-
cording to a ministry
statement.

Participants includ
ed representatives
of Jordanian public
institutions, the .Ja-
pan External Trade
Organisation, the Ja-
pan International Co
operation Agency and

private sector entities
from both countries.
Zoubi said continued
coordination bhetween
the relevant authori
ties had resulted in
progress on  several
items included in the

joint action plan.

She stressed the
ministry's commit
ment to translating
bilateral discussions
into practical meas-
ures to facilitate busi
ness operations, sup-
port existing Japanese
investments and at-
tract new ventures to
Jordan.

Watanabe said Ja
pan wiews Jordan as
an important regional
hub for business and
investment, highlight.-
ing opportunities in
energy, logistics and
regional connectiv-
ity to expand bilateral
trade.

The two sides re-

viewed progress on the
joint action plan and
the outcomes of tech-
nical meetings held in
recent months to ad-
dress challenges fac-
ing Japanese inwvest
ments in the Kingdom.

Discussions also
covered ways to ex-
pand cooperation in
the industrial, energy
and logistics sectors,
and make use of Jor
dan's strategic loca
tion to access regional
markets and explore
joint projects.

The delegations
agreed to continue
technical meetings
through February 2027
to implement the ac
tion plan and set time
lines before submit
ting the final results
to the Jordanian-Japa
nese Joint Committes,
chaired by Minister
of Industry, Trade and
Supply Yarub Oudah.

Jordan joins Association of World Election Bodies

AMMAN (JT) Jor:
dan, represented by
the Independent Elec
ticn Commission (IEC),
has joined the Asso
ciation of World Elec
ticn Bodies (A-WEB],
expanding opportuni
ties for cooperation
and the exchange of
expertise with election
management bodies
worldwide.

IEC Board of Com
missioners Chairman
Musa DMaaytah ad
dressed A-WEE mem
bers and attendees, ex
pressing appreciation
for the commission's
admission to the asso
ciation, according to an
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IEC Board of Commissioners Chairman Musa Maaytah addresses A-WEB members and
attendees, expressing appreciation for the commission’s admission to the association

IEC statement.
Maaytah stressed the
importance of interna
tional cooperation and
sharing expertise in

election management
to improve electoral
practices and uphold
the principles of integ
rity, transparency and

participation.

A-WEB is an inter
national organisation
specialising in elec
tion management, with

more than 120 member
bodies worldwide. It
promotes cooperation
among electoral au
thorities, facilitates the
exchange of knowledge
and best practices, and
supports  institutional
and techmical capac-
ity building to improve
electoral processes.
Jordan's membership
reflects the IEC's efforts
to expand international
partnerships, strength-
en ties with counter
part institutions and
draw on international
experience to further
develop the Kingdom's
electoral management
framework.

Agriculture minister orders assessment of weather damage to Jordan Valley farms

AMMAN (IT) Minis
ter of Agriculture Saeb
Khreisat on Thursday
instructed ministry of
ficials to assess damage
to farms in the Jordan
Valley caused by recent
weather conditions and
prepare the necessary
reports ahead of taking
action under applicable

regulations.
Khreisat directed
technical teams and

specialised committees
across the ministry's
directorates to begin
field assessments im
mediately and complete
their work within the
coming days, the Jor-
dan News Agency, Pet
ra, reported.

The assessments will
include detailed lists of
affected agricultural ar
eas and damaged crops
to determine the extent
of losses, he said.

T file

Minister of Agriculture Saeb Khreisat on Thursday instructs ministry officials to assess
damage to farms in the Jordan Valley caused by recent weather conditions

During an inspec
tion tour of Rama and
Sowayma in the Jor
dan Valley, Khreisat

examined damage to
farms and met with
local farmers to hear
about the challenges

they faced following
the recemt weather
conditions.

He reaffirmed the

EOVErNMEnt's commit-
ment to supporting
farmers, mitigating the
impact of the damage
and maintaining agri-
cultural production.

Khreisat also stressed
the importance of
strengthening agricul-
tural protection and
insurance mechanisms
to help the sector cope
with climate change
and extreme weather
events, commending
farmers for their role
in maintaining national
food security.

Farmers  welcomed
the minister’s visit and
expressed hope that
procedures related to
compensation would be
completed swiftly. They
also reaffirmed their
commitment to sup
plying the local market
despite the difficult
circumstances,
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SOFEX 2026 concludes with
over 20,000 visitors, 350 exhibitors

AMMAN (JT) — The Spe
cial Operations Forces
Exhibition and Cenfer
ence (SOFEX 2026) con
cluded on Saturday in
Agaba, with participa
tion from official del
egations representing
more than 75 countries
and over 350 exhihit
ing companies from 38
countries.

The event attracted
more than 20,000 visi
tors, including defence
and security specialists,
the Jordan News Agen
cy, Petra, reported.

SOFEX Board Chair
man Major General
{Ret) Ayman Batran
said that the outcomes
of this year's edition
reaffirmed the exhi
bition's standing as
a leading specialised
defence and security
event in the region and
internationally.

Since its launch in
1996 under Royal wi
sion, SOFEX has devel
oped into a major plat
form bringing together

~
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The Special Operations Forces Exhibition and Conference {SOFEX 2026) concludes on Saturday in Agaba, with participation
from official delegations representing more than 75 countries

decision-makers, mili
tary leaders and defence
companies, Batran said.

He noted that the ex
hibition featured inten
sive hilateral meetings
between participating
delegations and ex

hibitors, resulting in
several agreements
and memorandums of
understanding  cover
ing joint manufactur
ing, technology trans
fer, and research and

development.

said the
strong international
participation reflected
confidence in Jordan as
a secure and stable en
vironment and a trusted
partner in the defence
industry.

Batran

Exhibition pavilions
showcased a wide range
of defence and security
systems, including un
manned systems, anti
drone technologies,
electronic warfare, arti
ficial intellipence appli

cations, cybersecurity
solutions and training
simulators. The pro
gramme also featured
live demonstrations and
panel discussions.

The strong partici
pation of Jordanian
companies highlighted
the competitiveness
and progress of the
Kingdom's defence in
dustries, providing op
portunities to promote
national products in in
ternational markets and
support the national
economy, he said.

Batran said hosting
an event of this scale
amid regional volatility
demonstrated Jordan's
stability and strength
under the leadership of
His Majesty King aAb
dullah and HRH Crown
Prince Hussein.

He commended the
participating  delega
tions, exhibitors, spon
sors, media outlets and
official institutions for
their contributions to
the event's success.

Gaza delegation offers condolences over

AMMAN (JT) The
Jordanian Field Hos
pital South Gaza on
Thursday received
a delegation of lo
cal community rep
resentatives who of
fered condolences
over the deadly attack
on 5t. George's Greek
Orthodex Church in
Hmoud willage, Karak
Governorate.

The delegation ex
pressed solidarity with
Jordan, stressing the
strong fraternal ties
between the Jorda
nian and Palestinian
peoples, according to

a Jordan Armed Forc
es-Arab  Army [JAF)
statement.

The hospital's com
mander said the wvisit
reflected the deep
rooted historical re
lations and mutual
solidarity between the

two peoples, adding
that such initiatives
strengthen bonds of
friendship.

The delegation also
praised Jordan's ef
forts, under the lead
ership of His Majesty
King Abdullah, to sup
port the Palestinian
cause at international

forums, commending
the continued medical
assistance provided by
Jordanian field hospi
tals to residents of the
Gaza Strip.

The attack took place
on October 23, as peo
ple attended a funeral
service at S5t. George's
Greek Orthodox Church
in Hmoud village, leav
ing nine people dead
and 34 injured.

Security forces ar
rested three suspects
on Monday, 26 Octo
ber, after locating them
inside an abandoned
house.

Karak church attack

JAF phaoto

The Jordanian Field Hospital South Gaza on Thursday receives a delegation of local community
representatives who offered condolences over the deadly attack on 5t. George's Greek
Orthodox Church in Hmoud village

Turkish Ambassador to Jordan Hakan Karagay

Jordan-Turkey trade exceeds
$2bin 2025, grows 20% in 2026

AMMAN (JT) — Trade
between Jordan and
Turkey exceeded $2
billion in 2025, with
bilateral trade wolume
increasing by 20 per
cent during the first
eight months of 2026
compared with the
same period last year,
Turkish Ambassador
to Jordan Hakan Kara

cay said on Thursday.

Speaking at a rTe
ception marking the
103rd anniversary of
the proclamation of
the Republic of Tur
key, Karacay said that
arpund 100 Turkish
companies operate in
Jordan through direct
investments or local
partnerships, the Jor
dan News Agency, Pet
ra, reported.

He also highlighted
expanding air links
between  the  two
countries, noting that
Turkish Airlines, AJet,

Pegasus, Royal Jor
danian and Jordan
Aviation operate a

combined 124 weekly
flights between Jor
dan and Turkey.

Karagay said the

close ties between His
Majesty King Abdullah
and Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
continue to underpin
bilateral relations, cit
ing the King's official
visit to Turkey on Feb.
ruary 7, 2026.

The ambassador
also expressed
condolences

to the families

of the victims

of the attack

targeting Hmoud

Church in Karak

Governorate on

October 23...

He added that 2027
would mark the BOth
anniversary of dip-
lomatic relations be
tween lhE-' two coun
tries, providing an
opportunity to further

strengthen  bilateral
cooperation.

Fetra photo

The ambassador
also expressed con
dolences to the fami
lies of the victims of
the attack targeting
Hmoud Church in Ka
rak Governorate on
October 23, condemn
ing the attack and ex
pressing Turkey's soli
darity with Jordan.

On regional dewvel

opments, Karacay
said the two coun
tries maintain close
political consulta

tions, reaffirming Tur
key's support for the
Hashemite Custodian
ship over Islamic and
Christian holy sites
in Jerusalem and the
two-state solution as
the basis for achieving
a just peace.

He also reaffirmed
Turkey's continued
political and finan
cial support for the
United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for
Palestine Refupees in
the Near East, noting
that the agency had
recently  established
an office in Ankara to
strengthen its opera
tional support.

ANMMAN (JT) The EU
and its member states
will continue support
ing Jordan's efforts to
combat extremism and
terrorism, EU Ambas-
sador to Jordan Pierre
Christophe Chatzisavas
said on Saturday.

Chatzisavas made
the remarks during a
high-level, closed-door
dialogue organised by
the Politics and Society
Institute (PSI) and the
Mohammad Hammouri
Cultural Forum for Cul
tural Development, at
tended by former prime
ministers, senators,
MPs, academics, jour
nalists and research
ers, according to a PSI
statement.

He offered condo
lences to Jordan and
the families of the wic
tims of the attack on 5t.
George's Greek Ortho-
dox Church in Hmoud
village, Karak Governo
rate on October 23.

He said that the at
tack went beyond Jor

AT A GLANCE

Safadi, Turkish counterpart
discuss regional developments
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AMMAN {(JT)

Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister of Foreipn Affairs Ayman Safadi on
Thursday discussed with Turkish Foreign Min-
ister Hakan Fidan during a telephone call Te
gional developments and the situation in the
occupied Palestinian territories, according to a

ministry statement.

Investment minister, Azerbaijani
ambassador discuss cooperation

AMMAN (JIT)

Minister of Investment Tariq

Abu Ghazaleh and Azerbaijani Ambassador to
Jordan Eldar Salimov on Wednesday met to
discuss ways to strengthen investment rela-
tions and explore cooperation opportunities in
areas of mutual interest. Abu Ghazaleh stressed
the importance of expanding investment coop-
eration between Jordan and Azerbaijan and
strengthening private sector partnerships to
encourage mutual investments and make use
of available opportunities in the Kingdom, ac-
cording to a Ministry of Investment statement.
Salimov underscored the importance of contin-
ued coordination between relevant authorities
in both countries to strengthen hilateral rela
tions and establish new investment partner-
ships across priority sectors. The meeting is
part of the Ministry of Investment's efforts to
strengthen Jordan's economic relations with
friendly countries, promote investment oppor-
tunities in the Kingdom and build partnerships
that support economic growth,

EU pledges continued support for Jordan
in combating extremism — ambassador

The EU Ambassador to Jordan Pierre-Christophe Chatzisavas says on Saturday that the EU and
its member states will continue supporting Jordan's efforts to combat extremism and terrorism

dan's borders in its
impact, describing the
targeting of innocent
people as an assault on
shared human values.
The ambassador re-
iterated the EU's com
mitment to supporting
Jordan's capacity to
counter extremism and
terrorism, highlight

ing the partnership be
tween the two sides and
Jordan's role in pro
moting regional secu
rity and stability.
Chatzisavas also
highlighted the Jordan
EU Investment Confer
ence, scheduled for No
vember at the Dead Sea
under the patronage of

His Majesty King Ab
dullah, with European
Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen
expected to attend.

He said the confer
ence aims to turn the
strategic  partnership
into investment oppor
tunities by bringing to-
gether investors, com

panies and financial
institutions.  Priority
areas include technol
ogy, energy, high-value
industries, logistics, in
frastructure and water
seCurity.

The conference is also
expected to support job
creation, knowledge and
technology transfer and
the competitiveness of
the Jordanian economy.

The dialogue exam
ined the future of Jor
dan-EU relations amid
political and security
developments  across
the region, includ
ing their implications
for existing partner
ships and prospects for
cooperation.

Farticipants also dis
cussed Jordan's posi
tion in the evolving re-
gional landsecape, the
EU's role in responding
to political and secu
rity developments and
the need to reassess re
gional relations in light
of their implications for
security and stability.

CRIME

Cassation Court upholds 10-year sentence for drug dealer

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN — The Court of
Cassation has upheld a
January 2024 State Se

curity Court (SSC) rul

ing sentencing a man to
10 years in prison after
convicting him of pos

sessing and selling ille

gal narcotics in Agaba
in September 2023,

The court declared
the defendant pguilty
of possessing and sell
ing a wariety of illegal
narcotics in the local
market.

The SSC handed the

defendant a 15-year
prisen term for the
charges and ordered

him to pay JD10,000 in
fines.

However, the court
decided to reduce the
sentence to 10 years in
prison while maintain
ing the JD10,000 fine
“to give the defendant a
second chance in life".

Court documents
said the Anti-Narcotics
Department learnt that
the defendant owned il
legal drups with the in
tent to sell in the local
market.

“The law-enforce
ment agency officers
raided the defendant's
home on September 4
and found a variety of
illegal drugs in his pos-
session,” court papers
said.

"Officers found 1,400
Captagon pills and
some hashish wrapped
in foil paper at the de
fendant's home,” court
papers added.

The defendant con
fessed to owning the il
legal drugs to sellin the
local market when he
was arrested, the court

transcripts stated.

The defendant con
tested the S5C's ruling
through his lawyer, who
argued that “there were
legal errors in the inves
tigation procedures”.

Meanwhile, the 35C
prosecution office
asked the higher court
to uphold the sentence
and the fine imposed on
the defendant.

The higher court
maintained that the
SSC had followed the
proper procedures in
issuing the sentences
against the defendant.

“It was clear to the
court that the defend
ant confessed willingly
to transporting the il
legal drugs in the lo
cal market,” the higher
court said.

Therefore, the higher
court maintained, “the
defendant deserves the
punishment and fine he
received”.

The Cassation Court
bench comprised judg
es Yassin  Abdullat,
Oassem Dughmi, Nayef
Samarat, Hammad Gh
zawli and Mohammad
Khashashneh.



4 MIDDLE EAST/WORLD

THE JORDAN TIMES | Sunday, November 1, 2026

AFF photo

A protester wearing a Batman costume gestures in front of a French national flag during a
demonstration in Lyon, central-eastern France, on Saturday

Clashes break out as hundreds
of thousands protest in France

PARIS, France [AFP)

Police fired tear gas
and clashed with pro
testers in Paris and
elsewhere on Satur
day as hundreds of
thousands marched
across France against
soaring living costs and
police  wviolence, with
some  demonstrators
dressed as clowns and
witches for Halloween.

While the third con
secutive day of na
tionwide protests was
largely peaceful, ten
sions erupted in several
cities later Saturday.

After a march on
the outskirts of Paris
in bright sunshine,
clashes broke out be
tween police and some
demonstrators as the
procession reached its
final destination.

Dozens of masked
people dressed in black
used hammers to pry
up paving stones and
hurl them at police. At
least one incendiary de
vice was also thrown at
security forces. Police
responded with tear
gas and several baton
charges.

“A hard coreof sev
eral hundred rioters”
at the rear of the march
attacked police with
projectiles, including
a Molotov cocktail, the
police prefecture said.
Officers were seeking
“to restore public or
der”, it added.

In Lyon, France's
third-largest city, pec
ple threw projectiles at
police, prompting offic
ers to fire tear gas, ac
cording to a journalist
at the scene.

In the southemn city
of Toulouse, police used
water cannon against
anunauthorised protest
that drew several thou
sand people, maostly
young demonstrators.

‘Dressed up
as angry citizen’

Earlier Saturday, thou
sands of people, some
wearing costumes
ranging from Spider
Man to Frankenstein,
walked through eastern
Paris as a helicopter
circled overhead,

Placards read: “No
need for tear gas to
make our future lock
bleak” and “Dressed up
as an angry citizen for
Halloween”.

“We say no to the cost
of living, no to the far
right, yes to high school

students’ demands,
yes to giving citizens
a woice,” said Camille
Guerin, 31, a demon
strator in the western
city of Nantes.

Authorities said
that some 320,000
people rallied

across France includ
ing 70,000 in Paris.

According to youth
organisations, nearly
half-a-million people
demonstrated across
the country, including
200,000 in Paris.

An aide to Interior
Minister Laurent Nun
ez said on Friday that
police had prepared
for street violence on a
scale “comparable” to
the unrest two weeks
ago, when shops were
looted and public build.
ings set ablaze.

Between 400 and B0O
hard-left activists were
expected in Paris, said
an informed source.

Elections looming

The demonstrations
come in a fehrile politi
cal climate, with presi
dential elections less
than six months away
and farright leader
Marine Le Pen topping
opinion polls.

‘Everyone is
staying home.
No one is going
to come and
buy anything’

The protest move
ment, bringing together
Yellow WVest activists,
trade unions, and high
school and university
students, initially fo-
cused on the rising cost
of living, inequality and
deteriorating learning
conditions.

Following a security
clampdown and serious
injuries to some pro
testers, the movement
broadened its demands
to include greater pro
tection of civil liberties
and the right to protest.

Similar youth-led
demonstrations  have
been seen across Eu

rope in recent weeks.

Thousands of young
Germans took to the
streets nationwide on
Saturday.

In the mnorthern
French city of Lille,
47-year-old Aurelie Her
rmann danced at the
protest.

‘1 dance because on
television they only
show damage and de
struction, whereas you
can perfectly well dem
onstrate in good spir
its,"” she said.

“Struggle is classy, it
needs to come back into
fashion.”

MNew school blockades

Student protesters
complained the police
did not authorise a
march through the cen
tre of the French capi-
tal and vowed to stage
new blockades of high
schools and universi-
ties next week.

“Starting this Tues
day, we will blockade
our universities and
high schools, and we
will do so again on
Thursday before join
ing the demonstration
on November 5 called
by workers and trade
unions,” said Sabrine
Eharbach, spokeswom
an for the Union Etudi
ante (Student Union).

Ahead of the pro-
tests, some shopkeep
ers barricaded their
businesses.

In eastern Paris, Wael
Boubaker, a cafe em
ployee, covered a store
front with plywood
panels.

“Everyone is staying
home. No one is going
to come and buy any-
thing," Boubaker said.

Hard-left presiden
tial candidate Jean-Luc
Melenchon, who ac-
cused Macron's gov
ernment of “taking an
increasingly  authori-
tarian turn”, joined the
march in Paris.

With the eurozone's

second-largest  econ
omy on the brink of
recession and under

pressure to rein in its
debt, the government
has limited scope to

appease protesters
through additional
spending.

Nunez said authori
ties had detected social
media calls for Hal
loween gatherings on
Saturday evening that
urged protesters to
spark a “revolution”.

Iran says US tone has ‘changed’ as
Washington seeks negotiations

TEHRAN [(AFP} — Iran
on Saturday said the
tone of the United
States had “completely
changed” as Washing-
ton seeks to restart ne-
gotiations with the Is-
lamic republic.

While the US and Is
rael have upped their
threats to order fresh
strikes, Vice President
JD Vance also sent a let
ter to Iranian officials
in recent days in a hid
to revive talks.

“I read the letter. I
haven't yet responded.
Their tone has com
pletely changed,”
Mohsen Rezaei, the
head of Iran's supreme
national security coun

cil, said in a wideo
broadcast on Iranian
television.

He said the change
in tone was "a good
sign” and showed Iran
had “consolidated its
victory”.

Rezaei said he had not
responded to the letter
and would not comment
further on its contents.

His comments came
as indirect mediation
via Oatar continued,
though Iranian officials
said earlier on Satur
day that they had no
plans to meet with US
officials.

Iran’s army warned
Saturday that any new
US attack would only
spread their war wider,
following threats by
America and Israel of
further military action
as they hold crucial

AFP photo

This handout photo released by Iran's Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) official website Sepanews on February 17, shows a
rocket being fired from a boat during a military exercise by members of the IRGC and navy in the Strait of Hormuz

elections.

“If the US president
once again embarks on
more regional adven
turism under pressure
from and in an attempt
to appease, the Zionists,
the flames of war will
undoubtedly engulf a
much wider geographi
cal area,” Iranian army
spokesman Moham
mad Akraminia said
in a post on X, without
elaborating.

Iranian Foreign Min
ister Abbas Araghchi
also warned on Satur
day that “Iran’s Power
ful Armed Forces will

deal against those who
dare harm our people”.

The  Wall Street
Journal reported on
Wednesday that Vance
had sent his letter to
Iran'’s security chief at
the direction of Presi
dent Donald Trump in
a bid to revive negotia-
tions and avert further
US strikes.

Iran has confirmed
receiving the letter but
has not announced any
TESPONSE.

The US holds midterm
elections on Tuesday
that could determine
the direction of the war,

which has proven un
popular with American
voters following a spike
in energy prices due to
the conflict.

Last Tuesday, Israel
also held legislative
elections, with wvoters
given a chance to offer
a werdict on right-wing

prime minister Een
Jjamin Netanyahu
Under Netanyahu,

who has vowed to top
ple Iran's government,
Israel and Iran have en
gaged in direct military
confrontations after
decades of shadow war.
The Middle East war

began in late February
with US-Israeli strikes
on Iran that killed the
country's supreme lead
er Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei as well as senior
military commanders.

Most recently hos
tilities have focused on
the Strait of Hormuz, a
crucial Gulf shipping
route for energy exports
that Iran has blockaded
since the start of the
war.

The US has in retali
ation been blockading
Iranian ports in an at
tempt to squeeze the
nation's economy.

German police fire water cannon during tense 'G

FRANKFURT (AFP)
German police fired
water cannon to dis
perse firework-hurling
protesters on Saturday
and were also pelted
with other projectiles,
as tensions rose at the
end of massive youth
led protests.

In Berlin, Frankfurt,
Cologne and dozens
of other cities, demon
strators turned out for
the protests organised
by the group "GenZ
regelt!” (GenZ has pot
this), the latest by dis
illusioned youth in
Europe.

Thousands of police
were deployed across
the country and, after
maostly peaceful dem
onstrations, tensions
rose in the evening in
some places.

In the western city of
Cologne, where one of
the biggest demonstra
tions took place, police
fired water cannon to
disperse a crowd after
saying protesters had
targeted officers with
fireworks.

"We will not tolerate
violence against emer
gency workers," said a
police statement.

Earlier, a march
through the city was
halted after demon
strators started setting
off fireworks. A march
was also temporar
ily halted in Frankfurt
after protesters set off
fireworks.

AFF photo

Riot Police scuffel with protesters after a demonstration organised by "GenZ regelt!’ (Gen Z
has got thisl) in Frankfurt am Main on Saturday

In Berlin protest
ers hurled bottles and
eggs while protesters
set barricades ablaze
in Hamburg, and po
lice were using pep
per spray on dem
onstrators  in  some
places, Germany's dai
ly Bild reported.

Demonstrators had
earlier taken to the
streets waving signs
that read "Time for re
sistance’, and "Merz
must go”, in reference
to conservative Chan
cellor Friedrich Merz.

They have been in
spired by  similar
MOVETLENLS ACTOSS
Europe, including in
France and Italy.
"We're taking to the
streets for a life that

everyone can afford”
said Veronika Dinter, a
spokeswoman for the
"GenZ regelt!” move
ment.

"Hardly anyone still
believes in a better fu
ture if everything just
continues as it is."

The movement's
complaints range from
the high cost of living
to poorly maintained

schools, government
spending cuts and,
more broadly, what

it sees as politicians
making decisions with
apparently little re
gard for the younger

generation.

They are also un-
happy with sharply
increased military

spending and a new

voluntary SErvice
model aimed at boost
ing troop numbers,

fearing it is a step to
wards bringing back
conscription.

Several thousand
demonstrators turned
out in Cologne while
the figure was around
5000 in Berlin and
8,000 in Frankfurt, ac-
cording to police.

There were also size
able gatherings in oth
er parts of the country,
although the numhbers
were below the 170,000
nationwide that organ
isers had hoped for.

Authorities have
been worried the pro
tests, coinciding with
Halloween, could be
marred by the same

en Z' protests

kind of violence seen
elsewhere in Europe.

Protests were also
taking place in France
for a third straight
weekend. Nationwide
demonstrations there
on October 17 degener
ated into some of the
country’'s worst rioting
in years.

Berlin is in contact
with officials in France
and Italy amid fears
that radicals from
overseas could seek
to join the German
protests.

But, prior to the pro
tests, authorities said
that they had not seen
evidence of concrete
plans for violence.

The "GenZ regelt!”
movement  explicitly
rejects violence.

It stresses that "ex
tremist groups, anti
constitutional sym
bols, racism and hate
speech have no place
with us ng matter
from which side".

Christian Volk, an
expert in protest move-
ments, said there was
the potential to see
a major movement
emerge in Germany.

But Volk, from Ber
lin's Humboldt Uni
versity, told AFP there
were key differences
with France, which
has a "completely dif
ferent tradition when
it comes to confron
tational forms of
protest”.

UK police arrest Palestine Action supporters ahead of Supreme Court hearing

LONDON (AFP} — Brit
igsh police on Saturday
arrested at least 139
Palestine Action sup
porters, who protested
in London and Edin
burgh days ahead of a
court appeal over the
government’s conten
tious ban of the group.

London's Metropoli
tan Police began de
taining people shortly
after hundreds started
a lunchtime “mass ac
tion" outside the US
embassy, an AFP re
porter witnessed.

The force said in an
evening update that
officers were “continu
ing to make arrests”
as they confirmed that

139 had already been
detained.

Police have arrested
more than 4,000 people
on suspicion of show-
ing support for Pales
tine Action, according
to campaigners, after
the British government
outlawed it under an
ti-terror laws in July
2025.

Many of those ar
rested, including =en-
ior citizens and Holo
caust survivors, have
displayed signs at ral-
lies reading: "I cppose
genocide. 1 support
Palestine Action.”

In July, hearings
related to more than
2,000 of those cases

were postponed until
later this year.

"It is truly dystopian
that there have now
been over 4,000 arrests
under terror laws for
peaceful wigils," Pro
test organisers Defend
Our Juries said in a
statement.

The ban puts the
group on a blacklist
that also includes Fal
estinian Hamas and
the Lebanese group
Hizbollah.

It made memhership
of, or support for, Pal
estine Action a crimi
nal offence punishable
by up to 14 years in
prison.

The pgroup's co

founder Huda Ammori
has legally challenged
the ban, arpuing it
was “disproportionate”
and infringed human
rights.

The Supreme Court
is set to hold a two
day hearing on the
high-profile case from
Wednesday, after the
Court of Appeal in June
ruled in the govern
ment's favour.

Saturday's London
protesters held ban
ners bearing slogans
gsuch as "How is try
ing to stop a gemo
cide a crime?” and "We
are protesters, mnot
terrorists.”

Attendee Angie Zel

ter, 75, told AFP she
had already been
charged at least eight
times at previous ral
lies but wanted to
protest again ahead
of the Supreme Court
hearing.

“1 am hoping they
will come to their sens
es and agree PA [Pales
tine Action] should not
have been proscribed,”
she said.

Marji Mansfield, 70,
a retired financial ad
viser, said she had pre-
viously been arrested
about 10 times.

‘I am losing faith in
the judicial system,”
she told AFP.

“If they lift the ban,

it would be a way out
for the government,”
Mansfield added, while
noting there was cur
rently "no sign” of the
ban's reversal.

A Dbestselling Irish
author, Sally Rooney,
has entered the con
troversy, with her pub
lisher Faber revealing
this month it can no
longer sell her books in
the UK because of her
support for the group.

Set up in 2020, Pal
estine Action's stated
goal on its website
blocked to UK Internet
users — is to end "glo
bal participation in
Israel's genocidal and
apartheid regime”.

AFP photo

Pro-Palestinian activists and supporters stage a protest in
support of the proscribed group Palestine Action outside
the US Embassy in London, on Saturday
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Spanish village gathers for memorial Mass for train crash victims

URDA, Spain IAFP)
Residents and local
officials gathered on
Saturday in a Spamnish
village near the site
of a high-speed train
collision that killed at
least 69 people for a
memorial Mass hon
ouring the victims.
The pews inside the
San Juan Bautista
church in Urda, in the
central province of
Toledo, were packed,
while dozens more
people gathered out
side to listen to the

service. Some wiped
away tears.
Investigators are

looking into the cause
of one of Europe's
deadliest rail disasters
this century, which oc
curred when a train
travelling from Madrid

to Seville crashed into
a stationary train on
Wednesday.

‘Dear families
affected by the
train accident,
you are not
alone.Society

is with you, the
best of society is
with you'

Archbishop of Toledo
Francisco Cerro ac

knowledged that “there
are no words that can

offer comfort” to those
who had lost loved
ONEes.

But he added: “Dear
families affected by
the train accident, you
are not alone. Society
is with you, the hest of
society is with you.”

He urged the public
not to forget the trage
dy, calling for such dis
asters never to happen
again.

He also paid tribute
to emergency service
workers and wolun
teers, praising what he
described as "a genuine
wave of solidarity”.

The president of the
Castilla-La Mancha re
gion, Emiliano Garcia
Page, and Urda mayor
Manuel Galan were
among those attending
the service.

‘In great pain’

Residents of Urda,
which has a population
of around 2,500, “are
very badly affected,
in great pain and with
a preat need for sup
port”, Galan told Span
ish public television
ahead of the Mass.

Village pharmacist,
78-year-old  Antonio
Garcia Colina, said
he had rushed to the
scene of the crash in
his car shortly after it
happened to try to help
the injured and wit
nessed several people
dying.

“As I walked toward
the scene of the dis
aster, toward ground
zero, I started seeing
that the passengers
were in bad shape as

People attend a funeral mass for the 69 fatal victims of a high-speed train collision occurred on
Wednesday, in Urda, on Saturday

they were being pulled
out of the train cars,”
he told AFPTV, de

scribing the scene as
“hellish".
Relatives of the vic

tims, who have heen
providing DNA sam
ples to help identify

the dead, face an ‘ago
nising wait for news as
rescue teams continue
to sift through the
wreckage and forensic
experts work to iden
tify the bodies.

Authorities oversee-
ing the process have
completed  autopsies
on all 69 people killed
in the crash, of whom
36 have so far been
identified.

Wednesday's crash
was Spain's second
major train disaster
this year

In January, 46 peo
ple were killed when
one train derailed and
slammed into the side
of another travelling in
the opposite direction
on the same route, near
the southern village of
Adamuz.

US, S.Korea, Japan vow ‘complete’ N.Korea denuclearisation

SEQUL (AFP) The
United 5States, South
Korea and Japan reaf
firmed their commit

ment to the “complete

denuclearisation” of
North Korea on Sat
urday, as Pyongyang
continues to Teject
disarmament ahead
of possible talks with
Washington.

Speculation is mount
ing owver a potential
meeting between US
President Donald
Trump and North Kore
an leader Kim Jong-un
at next month's APEC
summit in China, with
Trump making repeated
overtures to Pyongyang
for nuclear talks.

US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio, South
EKorean Foreign Minis
ter Cho Hyun and his
Japanese counterpart
Toshimitsu Motegi “re
affirmed their resolute
commitment to the
complete  denucleari
sation” of North Korea
during talks on Friday
on the side-lines of a
Group of 20 (G20) meet
ing in Atlanta in the US
state of Georgia, the
U5 State Department
said.

They
“full

also  pledged
implementation”
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US Secretary of State Marco Rubio speaks the G20 foreign ministers’ meeting in Atlanta, Geor-

gia on Friday

of TN Security Council
resolutions, including a
ban on supporting rev.
enue for North Korea's
nuclear and ballistic
missile programmes.
Despite long-running
UN sanctions, North Ko
rea, which is backed by
Fussia and China, has
enshrined its status as
a nuclear-armed state
in law, with its regime
repeatedly declaring its
atomic arsenal perma
nent and irreversible.

Open to meeting

Trump has made re
peated overtures to
Pyongyang for nucle
ar talks, while secal
ing back joint military
drills with ally South
Korea.

The mercurial TS
leader even bucked
long-held US policy last
year by conceding that
North Korea was al
ready “sort of a nuclear
power”, while reaching

out to Pyongyang for
talks, saying he was
“100 per cent” open to
a4 meeting, a suggestion
that went unanswered.

Analysts and South
Korea's spy agency say
¥im may have conveyed
Pyongyang's  position
on potential talks with
Trump to Beijing dur
ing a recent visit to the
Chinese border city of
Dandong.

South Korea's dovish
President Lee Jae My

ung, who has repeat.
edly offered Pyongyang
talks without precon
ditions , suggested in
September that Wash
ington seek a freeze,
rather than the im
mediate  elimination,
of the Morth's nuclear
programme in return
for sanctions relief.

Critics have said such
an approach risks tacit
ly accepting North Ko
rea as a nuclear-armed
state while allowing
Pyongyang to win sanc
tions relief without giv
ing up its arsenal.

Analysts say China
may also be moving to
wards tacit acceptance,
pointing to the omis
sion of North Korean
denuclearisation from
statements after Kim
and Chinese President
i Jinping met in June.

Pyongyang de
nounced a joint state
ment on Saturday by a
group of nations moni
toring sanctions im
plementations against
it, wvowing that “the
stereotyped sanctions
racket of the US and the
West can neither influ
ence the position of the
DPRK [Morth Korea]
as a nuclear weapons
state”.

Land transit cargo rises 84.7% in Q3 2026 — ministry

Continued from page 1

Air transport data
showed a 14.9 per cent
increase in aireraft move
ments to 28,181 flights,
compared with 24,527 in
the corresponding period
of 2025. Passenger traffic
also rose by 6.11 per cent
to 3,127,019,

Air cargo volume in

creased by 3 per cent to
20,549 tonnes, up from
19,950 tonnes, while air
mail volume declined by
21.85 per cent to 1985
tonnes, compared with
254 tonnes in the third
quarter of 2025.
Maritime  transport
statistics for Agaba ports
showed a 9 per cent de
cline in total cargo traf

fic to 6,764,241 tonnes,
down from 7433023
tonnes in the same pe
riod of 2025.

Sea imports fell by
481 per cent to 3,981,133
tonnes, while exported
cargo decreased by 14.39
per cent to 2,783,108
tonnes.

Imported  container
traffic increased by 23.53

per cent to 167,778 twen
ty-foot equivalent units
(TEUs), while exported
container traffic rose by
8.94 per cent to 146491
TEUs.

This brought total con
tainer traffic up by 16.27
per cent to 314,269 TEUSs,
compared with 270,286
TEUs in the third quarter
of 2025.

Railway transport per
formance also improved
in the third quarter of
2026 compared with the
second quarter of the
SAImE Year.

Train trips increased
by 24 per cent, from 25
to 31, while passenger
numhbers rose by 22.3
per cent, from 3,655
to 4,469,

Arab Potash posts 34%rise in nine-month net profit to JD169m

Continued frompage1

Abu  Hdeib added
that advancing capi
tal projects would en
hance Jordan's global
competitiveness in the
mining sector. He also
commended the efforts
of the executive man
agement and workforce
in safepuarding share
holders’ interests and
supporting comprehen

sive S0Cio-BConomic
development.

APC Chief Executive
Officer Maen Nsour,
attributed the strong
financial results to tar
geted marketing strate
gies aimed at expanding
the company's presence
in high-margin markets
while consolidating
its established export
shares in major tradi
tional markets.

Nsour said prudent
management of produc
tion efficiency and sup
ply chains, alongside
the adoption of alterna
tive shipping solutions
amid challenging geo
political conditions, had
enabled the company to
navigate wvolatility in
maritime transport and
fulfil its contractual
commitments  across
global markets.

He added that APC
was pressing ahead
with its expansion
plans, led by the South
ern Expansion Project,
to increase produc
tion capacity and meet
growing internatiomal
demand for potash
and fertiliser products,
while hoosting the min
ing sector's contribu
tion to GDP.

APC  continues to

implement its strate
gic plans, focusing on

sustainability, digital
transformation and
reducing its carbon

footprint, alongside ex
panding downstream
derivative industries
to maximise the added
value of national min
eral resources, in line

with the Kingdom's
Economic Modernisa
tion Vision.

Polish president holds

crisis talks in court standoff

WARSAW (AFP Po-
land's President Karol
Nawrocki held crisis
talks with political lead
ers after a dramatic
showdown at the con
stitutional court in an
escalating dispute over
judicial independence.

The row over appoint-
ing the court's judges
has spawmed a consti-
tutional crisis in the EU
country, where a centrist
government is wvying
with a nationalist head
of state and opposition.

Prime Minister Don
ald Tusk's government
has been trying for
weeks to force out the
court’s judges, arguing
they are nmot politically
neutral.

He faces fierce resist-
ance from the right
wing PiS Party, whose
former government ap
pointed them.

Followers of the op
position right-wing
Law and Justice party
{Pis) gathered outside
the court, extending
protests that have been
running for weeks in
support of its judges.

Riot police had sur
rounded the court om
Friday when protest-
ers rallied there follow
ing the suspension of
its president Bogdan
Swieczkowski.

Demonstrators chant
ed: "Tusk traitor” and
tried to push through
security barricades. Po-
lice said three people
were arrested.

Responding to
the peak in tension,
Nawrocki a right
wing independent — cut
short a trip to Senegal
and returned to Warsaw
where he summoned
party leaders fortalks at
his office on “the threat
to internal security”.

Representatives of na

tionalist, farright and
some ruling coalition
parties attended the
talks at the presiden
tial palace, while Tusk's
Civic Coalition Party
stayed away, according
to Polish media.

The Left, a coalition
member, said it had
not been imvited and
would not have attend-
ed because it considered
Nawrocki a party to the
dispute.

No breakthrough had
emerged by Saturday
afternoon.

Demonstrators  out
side the court accused
Tusk’s government of
trying to seize control of
the institution.

“This is Donald Tusk
destroying democracy,”
protester Iwona Dudek,
62, who had travelled
from a German border
town with her husband,
told AFP. “It's a tragedy.”

But she added: “Don
ald Tusk has dome the

impossible. He  has
united the entire right
wing."

The court's official X
account described the
FOVETNIMEnNt mMove as a
“coup d’etat”.

But Tusk, in his speech
Saturday evening, said:
“Let's call things by their
name. For years in Po
land there exist organi
sations and politicians
who wish to destroy
democracy and rule of
law:.”

He called Friday's un
rest “horrifying”.

“I very much wish that
we would never hawve to
witness similar scenes
in Poland again,” he
added.

‘No other way’
Tusk's povernment has

been trying to force out
the judges, who were ap

pointed by the PiS gov
ernment that ruled from
2015 to 2023,

The court frequently
ruled in favour of Polish
legislation over EU law.

The European Union
accused Poland's  high
est court of being too
close to the nationalist
leadership of the time.

Tusk, a strongly pro
EU figure, vowed to end
the dispute with Brus
sels after winning the
election in 2023.

But the country's
president, a  right
wing independent, has
blocked  nominations
to the court under his
administration.

Swieczkowski's sus
pension was announced
on Friday by another
judge, Anna Korwin-Pi
otrowska, who said the
move was needed to re-
store the rule of law.

“After years of PiS-led
lawlessness, this is a
difficult process, some-
times painful, and it re
quires decisive action,”
Tusk said on X.

“There is no other
way."

The European Com
mission on  Saturday
urged Nawrocki to ap
prove the new judges
who were nominated by
parliament, so the court
could function in line
with the constitution
and EU law.

The European Com
mission on  Saturday
urged Nawrocki to ap
prove the new judges
who were nominated by
parliament in line with
the constitution and EU
law, a spokesman told
AFP

The US ambassador
to Poland, Tom Rose,
warned all sides: “Don't
take any action that
could provoke violence
or further escalation.”

Israeli protesters demand opposition
ally with Arab parties to oust Netanyahu

Continued from page 1
But Awvigdor Liber-

man, leader of the
right-wing anti-Netan
yahu Visrael EBEeitenu

Party, has said he will
not enter a coalition
that relies on Arah par
ties, even for external
support.

“Whoever wants

Jordan, Syria maintain strategic ties, strengthen security and military cooperation

Continued from page 1

The diplomat
described Jordanian
Syrian relations as com
prehensive, particularly
in the security and mili
tary fields, noting that
strategic cooperation is
also pursued through
the Higher Coordination
Council, which is sched
uled to hold its third ses
sion next month,

He also said that the re
gion faces gprowing chal
lenges from cross-bor
der militias and armed

groups operating outside
state institutions, under

mining governments’ au

thority over decisions of
war and peace.

He affirmed that Syria
would stand alongside
Jordan and the Gulf
states in confronting
any aggression, while
condemning missile and
drone attacks.

“Syria has moved be
yond the trenches of
conflict to take its place
in shaping regional se
curity,” Shibani, stress
ing that lasting security

depends on states capa
ble of protecting their
populations, neighbours
respecting one another's
sovereignty, and agree

ments that withstand
difficult challenges.
The Syran foreign

minister also outlined
the country's recovery ef-
forts and its positions on
a range of regional and
international issues.
Speaking during a visit
to a condolence house in
Daraa in southern Syria
on  Thursday, Shibani
gaid that Jordan had

expressed  dissatisfac
tion over the deaths of
civilians in a recent inei
dent and agreed to form
a joint committes with
Syria to inwvestigate the
circumstances.

Shibani Syrian-Jorda-
nian relations as being at
their strongest in a cen
tury, stressing that the
incident would not un
dermine ties between the
neighboring countries.

He said that the
strength of bilateral re
lations should serve as a
foundation for address

ing disputes and resolv
ing incidents fairly, rath
er than allowing them
to damage longstanding
ties.

He also =aid that both
sides needed to use the
incident as an opportuni
ty to further strengthen
relations.

He also warned against
attempts to exploit the
gituation to stir tensions
between the two coun
tries, saying that pub
lic awareness on both
sides would help prevent
escalaticn.

He said Jordanian of
ficials had taken the
incident seriously, of-
fered condolences to the
victims' families and
demonstrated concern
for the humanitarian
CONSEqUEnCces.

Jordan had also agreed
to establish a committee
to follow up on the case
and investigate the cir
cumstances surrounding
it, he added.

The Syrian foreign
minister said that the
governments of both
countries had handled

the incident respon
sibly, emphasising
their shared security
interests.

“Jordan's security is
part of Syria’s security,
and Syria's security is
part of Jordan's secu
rity," he =said.

The top diplomat
added that relations be
tween the Syrian and
Jordanian peoples were
rooted in historical and
popular ties, stressing
the importance of pre-
serving poodwill and
maintaining communi

to rely on support
ers of terrorism, let
them. Yisrael Beiteinu
will not be there,” he
wrote on Facebook on
Friday.

cation despite incidents
that could strain hilat-
eral relations.

The  minister ex
pressed hope that the
committee would com
plete its work success-
fully and that the Jorda
nian side would conduct
further investigations to
help establish the facts
and ensure justice.

He called for efforts
to move beyond the in
cident and strengthen
Syrian-Jordanian rela-
tions at both official and
popular levels.
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Who protects tax fairness?

By Raad Mahmoud Al-Tal

judged solely by the amount of revenue it gen-

erates. It should also be assessed by its ability
to ensure fairness among taxpayers and prevent dis-
tortions that allow tax privileges to become a source
of unfair competition. At a time when public financ
es are under increasing pressure, reviewing tax ex-
emptions and special provisions is more important
than ever. The ohjective, however, should not be to
impose additional tax burdens, but to ensure that le-
gally due revenues are collected and that incentives
serve their intended economic purposes.

Free zones were established to strengthen the
economy's links with international markets, promote
exports and re-exports, facilitate international trade
and transit, and attract domestic and foreign invest-
ment by offering a competitive business environ-
ment. They are also intended to develop the country
intp a regional hub for logistics, storage and distri-
bution, create employment opportunities, facilitate
the transfer of knowledge and technology, and gen-
erate added walue for the national economy. In this
context, tax exemptions and investment incentives
should be viewed as instruments for achieving these
chjectives, rather than as ends in themselves. When
activities within a free zone increasingly serve the
domestic market, moving beyond their intended role
in international trade and re-export, questions arise
about whether the incentives remain justified by the
nature of the activities being undertaken. More im-
portantly, it becomes necessary to ensure that these
privileges do not create an unfair advantage over
businesses operating within the domestic market
and complying with the applicable tax obligations.

Vehicle trading in the Zarga Free Zone provides
a case that warrants closer examination. Available
data covering the period from the beginning of 2022
to 25 October 2026 show that approximately 195,600
vehicles were cleared, with a total value of nearly
JO 2.69 billion. The estimated net profit amounted
to approximately JD 537.8 million. Applying a hypo-
thetical income tax rate of 20 per cent to these esti-
mated profits would imply a tax amount of approxi-
mately JD 107.6 million.

More specifically, the data indicate that approxi-
mately 196,000 vehicles were cleared for the domes-
tic market during the same period, with a total value
approaching JD 2.69 billion. Eased on the estimates
provided, met profits reached approximately JD
537.8 million, equivalent to a hypothetical income
tax liability of around JD 107.6 million at a rate of
20 per cent. These figures raise important questions
about the actual tax obligations arising from this
activity and the extent to which taxes collected are
consistent with the profits generated. It is important
to emphasise that this amount represents an esti-
mate based on an assumed tax rate, rather than a
confirmed figure for unpaid tax.

The data also point to a substantial expansion in
domestic market activity. The number of vehicles
sold locally increased from approximately 40,300 in
2022 to 82,600 in 2025. Over the same period, esti
mated profits rose from JD 99.1 million to JD 193.5
million. This growth highlights the need for more
effective tax oversight, particularly through link-
ing customs records with commercial invoices and
tax returns. Such integration would help establish
a more accurate picture of actual profits and the tax
obligations associated with them.

From an economic perspective, applying differ
ent tax treatments to businesses engaged in similar
activities and competing for the same consumers
can distort market competition. It may also encour-
age investment to flow towards activities that ben-
efit from preferential tax treatment, rather than to-
wards those offering greater efficiency, productivity
or economic value. The consequences extend beyond
potential revenue losses. They can affect the alloca-
tion of resources, undermine the competitiveness of
businesses operating within the formal economy,
and limit their ability to survive, invest and expand.

What, then, needs to be done? The first priority is
to review the legislation governing free zones and
establish a clear distinction between activities serv-
ing foreign markets and transactions that ultimately
supply the domestic market. All such tranzactions
should be subject to the tax obligations prescribed
by law. In addition, economic incentives should be
evaluated periodically against measurable out-
comes, including their contribution to exports, in-
vestment and employment, as well as their fiscal cost
to the Treasury. This would help determine whether
the benefits generated by these incentives justify the
revenue foregone.

Tax reform should not be understood as a call to
eliminate investment incentives or undermine the
role of free zones. Rather, it should ensure that these
incentives are directed towards activities that gen-
erate penuine added value for the national economy.
Fairness in tax treatment is not simply a means of
Increasing government revenue. It is a fundamental
requirement for a competitive market, a level play-
ing field for businesses, a more attractive investment
environment and greater confidence in economic
policy.

The gquestion is not whether free zones should
enjoy incentives, but whether those incentives are
achieving the economic objectives for which they
were introduced, without undermining tax fairness
or distorting competition.

The effectiveness of tax policy should not be

SOFEX 2026: Localising detence
technology in the era of smart wartfare

he launch of the 15th edi-
I tion of the Special Opera-
tions Forces Exhibition
and Conference, SO0FEX 2026,
in Aqaba reflects a strategic
reading of unprecedentedly
rapid shifts in the security and
military landscape. Held un-
der Royal patronage, the event
reinforces SOFEX's position as
a key platform for anticipating
the emerging operational envi-
ronment, where conventional
warfare increasingly intersects
with asymmetric threats and
the expanding roles of artifi-
cial intellipence, cyber threats,
and unmanned aerial systems.
These developments are re
shaping the concept of military
readiness, shifting the focus
from the guantitative acquisi-
tion of equipment to the ability
to anticipate and detect risks,
understand their patterns, and
rapidly adapt through the in-
tegration of information, tech-
nology and human capabilities.
SOFEX therefore serves as a
strategic platform for anticipat-
ing operational requirements
and identifying sclutions that
strengthen the defence systems
of armed forces and security
agencies.

The choice of Agaba as the host
city for this defence event rein
forces its exceptional geopolitical
significance, given its location on
the Red Sea and its links to re-
gional supply chains and trade
networks. Aqaba's strategic im-
portance has grown further amid
disruptions and risks to maritime
navigation through key strategic
Straits such as Bab Al Mandeb
and Hormuz. This significance is
further enhanced by Agaba's po-
sition as an international commu-
nications hub and by the Agaba
Digital City, which supports ar
tificial intelligence techmologies

Mohammad Ali Mehaidat

and advanced applications. These
assets complement Agaba's role
as a vital investment and tour
ism hub within Jordan's Golden
Triangle, reflecting the strategic
vision articulated by His Majesty
King Abdullah at the United Na-
tions General Assembly: “We are
strengthening connections from
the Gulf to the Mediterranean
as a hub for trade, industry, and
technology — while responding
to humanitarian crises.”

Modermn warfare requires a
fundamental shift in decision-
making, with superiority increas-
ingly dependent on the ability to
agpregate vast volumes of data
and process them in real time,
transforming them into action
able intelligence that provides
command-and-control  systems
with a precise strategic and oper-
ational picture. Jordanian leader-
ship in this field is demonstrated
through the innovative techno-
logical solutions showcased by
the Jordan Design and Develop-
ment Burean (JODDB} at SOFEX.
The “Awn" platform provides an
intellipent environment for mili-
tary planning and the develop-

ment of operational scenarios,
enabling commanders to assess
situations and make informed
decisions. The “Moeen” platform
serves as an advanced intelli-
gence tool for collecting and ana
lysing data, while the "SHARP I"
intelligent system completes this
operational integration by coor
dinating air operations, monitor
ing flight paths, and enhancing
airspace awareness between air
craft and control centres.

This intelligent use of data is
complemented by the protection
of military infrastructure in cy
berspace and cyber intelligence
capabilities for detecting mali-
cious activity and providing early
warning. Together, these national
systems form a digital and hu
man shield that safepuards the
effectiveness of the Jordan Armed
Forces-Arabh Army, ensures the
sovereignty of Jordanian deci
sion-making, and demonstrates
the country’s ability to dewvelop
and localise artificial intelligence
capabilities.

Unmanned aerial vehicles and
autonomous systems are drv
ing a structural shift in combat
tools and battlefield reconnais-
sance concepts, fuelled by their
rapid proliferation, low operating
costs, diverse payloads and direct
autonomous guidance in com-
plex environments. The technical
displays at SOFEX reveal a stra
tegic drive to localise unmanned
systems and transfer the tech-
nology required to manufacture
and develop them domestically.
They feature a new generation of
UAVs equipped with autonomous
navigation algorithms and re-
connaissance swarms, alongside
advanced counterUAS (C-UAS)
systems employing radar and
electro-optical detection, elec
tronic defeat and direct kinetic
engagement. These technologies

are integrated with Special Op
erations concepts to link detec-
tion and interception data with
command-and-control  centres
and enable the selection of the
appropriate response to each
threat. This capability assumes
particular strategic importance
in Jordan's security environment,
where it supports efforts to coun-
ter organised smuggling, secure
the borders protect critical infra-
structure, and combat terrorism.
The systems showcased at SOFEX
thus represent operational capa
hilities that enhance the readi
ness of the Jordan Armed Forces
and support the Kingdom's inher-
ent and legitimate right to protect
its territory and national sover
elgnty.

In conclusion, SOFEXS deeper
strategic value extends beyond
the platforms and exhibits on dis-
play to building sustainable na-
tional capabilities and localising
defence knowledge. The Jordan
Armed Forces-Arab Army (JAF)
continues to shape an operational
approach cantred on linking tech
nology to operational require-
ments, industry to sustainabil-
ity, and international cooperation
to the higher national interest,
transforming innovation into
genuine readiness capable of ad-
dressing all challenges. These ef-
forts are puided by the vision and
direction of His Majesty King Ab
dullah, Supreme Commander of
the Jordan Armed Forces, whose
strategic leadership continues to
reinforce a doctrine of readiness
and continuous modernisation,
ensuring that the Jordan Armed
Forces remain a stronghold safe-
guarding Jordan's security and
protecting its national assets.

Brig. Gen. Mohammad Al Mehaidar —
director of Military Media at the Jordan
Armed Forees - Arab Army (JAF)

Jordan and Syria: Border security and
the responsibility of neighbourhood

By Hasan Dajah

he relationship between
I Jordan and Syria tran
scends mere geographical
proximity; it is a deep-rooted
human, economic, and social
connection. This bond is ex
emplified by Jordan's histori-
cal hosting of approximately
1.3 million Syrians-including
both long-term residents and
refugees-to whom it has pro
vided healthcare and educa
tional services, despite limited
resources and a scarcity of in-
ternational support.

This assistance has also in-
cluded the deployment of Jor
danian Civil Defence teams to
help extinguish major fires,
as well as the dispatch of over
186 relief trucks in the wake
of the devastating earthquake.
The stability of Syria is a stra
tegic interest for Jordan, just
as Jordan serves as a pillar for
Syria's recovery. Consequently,
Jordan requires a Syrian state
capable of securing its own
borders, while Syria needs an
active partnership with Jordan
one that supports its recovery,
reconstruction, and reintegra
tion into the Arab fold-thereby
transforming humanitarian
solidarity into sustainable stra
tegic cooperation that bolsters
security and peace.

Throughout the years of the
Syrian crisis, Jordan has shoul
dered significant humanitariamn,
economic and security burdens.
Its society opened its doors to
host and support those in need,
despite constrained resources
and the resulting strain on pub-
lic services and employment
opportunities.

This response was not mere-
ly a temporary measure to ad-
dress a refugee crisis; rather,
it reflected a profound recogni-
tion that the Syrian people are
an integral part of the region’s
human fabric, and that aban
doning them in their moment of
distress would run counter to
the fundamental responsibili-
ties inherent in being a neigh
bour. Howewver, solidarity-no
matter how broad-does not ne
gate a state's right to protect its
citizens, nor does it transform
its borders into an open space
where its security and stability
can be drained.

The danger in southern Syria
lies in the fact that the fragil-
ity of institutional control may
allow for an overlap between

armed groups, smuggling net-
works, local interests and illicit
economies. These actors do not
necessarily require a shared
ideology or a unified command
to engage in mutually beneficial
exchanges; funding, weaponry,
or transit routes may bring them
together. Consequently, draw
ing a rigid distinction between
terrorism and organised crime
can ohscure the true nature of
the threat-especially when the
proceeds from smuggling be
come a source of funding for
violence, or when networks
used for transport and conceal-
ment serve as infrastructure for
various groups with disparate
agendas.

It is also essential to dis-
tinguish between the Syrian
authorities’ inability to exert
control over certain areas and
a lack of political will to do so.
The former necessitates insti-
tutional support, intellipence
cooperation and capacity build-
ing, whereas the latter requires
explicit political engagement
and a clear delineation of re-
sponsibilities. These two sce
narios may intersect during a
transitional phase, character
ised by a multiplicity of power
centers and varying degrees of
state authority to enforce its
decisions. Most concerning -
and infuriating-is that some of
these groups have collaborated
with Israel in activities aimed
at destabilising Jordan.

Conversely, Jordan cannot
indefinitely defer its own secu
rity while waiting for its neigh-
bor to complete the process of
building its institutions. A state
is accountable to its own citi
zens for preventing threats, not
merely for managing the conse-
quences once they have materi
alised. Howewer, the effective-
ness of any security action is
not measured solely by its im-
mediate force, but by its capac
ity to diminish threats and pre-
vent their resurgence, all while
protecting civilians and avoid-
ing an escalation of tensions.
Security imperatives do not ex-
empt a decision from the need
to account for its political and
humanitarian  consequences;
rather, such considerations are
integral to its success and sus-
tainahility.

This highlights the impor
tance of integrating deterrence
and cooperation into a single,
coherent policy. Deterrence
makes it clear that Jordan's bor-

ders are not a testing ground for
the state’s threshold of endur-
ance, while cooperation paves
the way for addressing the root
sources of threats before they
reach the border. Relying on
only one of these approaches
creates a strategic gap: force
alone may merely prompt net-
works to shift their locations
or tactics, while coordination
without implementation risks
becoming nothing more than an
exchange of messages.

What is required is the trans-
formation of political under-
standing into an operational
framework  equipped  with
mechanisms for monitoring,
accountability, and rapid re-
sponse,

Confronting an armed
group does not equate
to hostility toward the
Syrian people...

Such a framework can be built
through permanent security
communication chanmnels, sys
tematic information sharing,
and clear mechanisms for veri-
fying reports and tracking sus-
pected individuals or networks.
Furthermore, there should be an
agreement on procedures to pre-
vent misunderstandings during
border incidents, as well as cri-
teria for assessing progress-
distinct from mere public state-
ments. Trast between states is
not built on pleasantries alone;
it accumulates when institu-
tions honor their commitments,
with results manifested in re.
duced risks and an enhanced
capacity for both sides to pro-
tect their populations and se-
cure border crossings.

Moreover, any comprehensive
approach must also incorporate
economic and social dimen:
sions. Areas with limited live-
lihood opportunities are more
susceptible to being co-opted
by smuggling networks, armed
groups and extremist organisa

tions.

Consequently, revitalising le-
gitimate trade, facilitating the
movement of goods under clear
regulations and supporting em-
ployment in border communi
ties can diminish the incentives
that fuel criminal economies.
These measures are not suhb-
stitutes for security actions;
rather, they are conditions that
help conseclidate the outcomes
of such actions. A stable bor
der requires a population that
perceives its own interests as
alipned with the rule of law
and legitimate exchange, rath-
er than with the persistence of
chaos.

Media discourse, for its part,
bears the responsibility of
shielding the relationship be-
tween the two peoples from in-
citement and sweeping gener
alisations.

Confronting an armed group
does not equate to hostility to
ward the Syrian people, and
criticising security shortcom
ings should not entail disre-
garding the suffering in Syria or
the complexities of its recovery.

Likewise, respect for sover
eignty must be coupled with
the responsibility to ensure
that one's territory is nmot used
to harm neighbours. Any disa-
greement regarding security
measures should be addressed
through facts and instituticnal
channels, rather than by turn.
ing public anxieties into fuel for
mutual mobilisation.

It is in Jordan's strategic in-
terest for Syria to become a
partner capable of prevent
ing threats, and for the border
to transform from a source of
concern into a space for en
gagement and development.
Therefore, the most construe-
tive message to Damascus is
one that combines candor with
a readiness to provide support:
Jordan's security is an unwa
vering priority, Syria's stability
is a shared interest, and genu-
ine solidarity is only realised
when it translates into mutual
responsibility and concrete ac
tion. States cannot choose their
neighbours, but they can choose
how to manage the relation-
ship-by allowing suspicions
and crises to accumulate, or
by building a partnership, that
safepuards people, borders and
the future.

The writer Is professor of strategic
studies at Al-Hussein Bin Talal University
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Swedish embassy launches Swedish-
Jordanian Business Guide 2026

AMMAN (JT) The
Swedish embassy in
Amman on Saturday
launched the Swed
ish-Jordanian  Busi
ness Guide 2026, in
the presence of Swed
ish Ambassador to
Jordan Maria Sargren
and Minister of Indus
try, Trade and Supply
Yarub Oudah

Speaking at the
launch, Gudah stressed
the importance of con
tinued cooperation be
tween the government
and the private sector
to owvercome obsta
cles, improve the busi
ness environment and
strengthen  bilateral
partnerships.

He also highlighted
investment opportuni
ties in the Kingdom,
particularly in major
strategic projects, in
cluding the National
Water Carrier, the na
tional railway project
and Amra City, as well
as potential oppor
tunities arising from

Syria's reconstruction,
the Jordan News Agen
cy, Petra, reported.

Oudah called on
Swedish companies to
capitalise on the in
vestment opportuni
ties awvailable in the
Kingpdom and draw
on their expertise to
support  development
projects.

Sargren  highlight
ed the importance of
trust, long-term rela
tionships, quality and
innovation in Swed
ish business culture,
noting their role in
strengthening  part
nerships with Jorda
nian companies.

The launch was at
tended by representa
tives of the Swedish
Jordanian = Business
Network (SIBN), as
well as officials from
the public and private
sectors,

The guide features
Swedish  companies
operating in  Jordan
across several sec

tors, including health
care, telecommunica
tions, energy, water,
industry, transport
and consumer goods.
It provides company
profiles and contact
details to facilitate
business ties and ex
plore opportunities for
cooperation,

It also highlights key
milestones in Jordani-
an-Swedish relations,
trade exchanges, dig
ital innovation in Swe-
den, and cultural and
literary ties between
the two countries,

Established in No
vember 2022 during
the King of Sweden's
official wvisit to Jor
dan, the SJBN brings
together Swedish com
panies operating in
the Kingdom under the
auspices of the Swed
ish embassy. The net-
work aims to promote
the exchange of exper
tise and strengthen
trade and economic
cooperation.

BUSINESS

Petrol prices raised for November,
keeps diesel, kerosene rates unchanged

90-octane petrol increases by JD0.030 per litre,
95-octane petrol increases by JD0.015 per litre

AMMAN (IT) The
Fuel Pricing Com
mittee on Saturday

announced on  its
monthly meeting the
local fuel prices for
November.

Reviewing the prices
of petrolenm deriva
tives in October com
pared with previous
months, the commit
tee noted continued
pressure from rising
global fuel costs amid
ongoing  geopolitical
tensions in the region
and their impact omn
international markets,
according to a state
ment by Ministry of
Energy and Mineral
Resources.

Despite the increase
in international prices,
the committee decided
to partially adjust lo
cal fuel prices for No
vember, in line with
the government's ef
forts to mitigate the
impact on citizens and
Economic sectors.

Under the decision
90-octane petrol in
creased by JD0.030 per
litre, while 35-octane
petrol rose by JDO.015
per litre. The prices
of diesel, kerosene
and household gas re
mained unchanged.

Following the adjust
ment, 90-octane petrol
will be sold at JD1.080
per litre in Nowvem
ber, up from JD1.050,
while 95-pctane petrol
will cost JD1.375 per
litre, compared with
JD1.360 in October.
Diesel will remain at
JD0.900 per litre and
kerozene at JDO.550
per litre.

¥
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The Fuel Pricing Committee decides that petrol prices is raised for November, and keeps diesel and kerosene rates unchanged

The price of a 12.5
kilogramme household
liquefied  petroleum
gas (LPG) cylinder will
remain fixed at JD7.
Meanwhile, the gov
ernment will continue
to subsidise industri
al LPG, with support

amounting to JD2.4
million for November,
The committee

stressed that local fuel
pricing is based on the
monthly average of in
ternational prices over
the 30 days preceding
the pricing date.
However, under the
gradual  adjustment
approach adopted
since the beginning of
the crisis, local prices
continue to fall short

of actual global costs,
as the government ab
sorbs part of the dif
ference to ease the
burden on citizens and
economic sectors.

The estimated ac-
tual costs of fuel de-
rivatives for November
stand at JD1.132 per
litre for 90-octane pet
rol, JD1.034 for diesel
and JD1.048 for kero
sene, compared with
approved local prices
of JD1.080, JDO0.900
and JDO.550 per litre,
respectively.

The committee said
total subsidies and
price differences borne
by the government
since the start of the
crisis through the end

of October had reached
around JD290 million,
reflecting higher glo
bal fuel costs and the
decision not to pass
the full increases on to
consumers and the na
tional economy.

It added that main
taining diesel and ker
osene prices reflects
the government's ef
forts to ease financial
pressures on citizens
and economic sectors,
particularly transport,
production and heat
ing, amid continued
uncertainty in global
markets.

The committee also
said it would con
tinue to assess de-
velopments in global

energy markets and
their impact on local
costs each month, tak
ing into account price
movements and geopo
litical conditions, with
the aim of limiting lo
cal price fluctuations
and providing greater
stability for citizens
and economic sectors.
The Energy and Min
erals Regulatory Com
mission also decided
to set the fuel price
difference charge on
electricity bills for No
vember 2026 at zero.
The commission noted
that the approved rate
remains unchanged
from that of October,
according to a com
mission statement.

US oil giants report profit surge again on Iran war

NEW YORE (AFF) Us
oil giants reported e
cently another quarter of
soaring profits reflecting
higher oil prices and e

fining margins due to the
US-Iran war,
ExxonMohil's prof

its in the period came in
at §15.4 billion, slightly
more than double the $7.5
billion in the yearago
period, while Chevron's
profits were $3.9 hil
lion, compared with $3.5
billion in the yearago
quarten

The surge in US petrole
uIm eamings comes on the
heels of similar increases
at European companies
as the US-Iran war drags
on_The impacts have been
mest dramatic in refining,
where the profit margins
for processing crude oil
into pasoline, diesel and
other petroleum products
have exploded in recemt
maonths.

Steep price iIncreases
and supply shortfalls in
some cases have sparked
protests in parts of
Asia, Latin America and

AFP photo via Getty Images Morth America

The ExxonMobil and Chevron company logos are displayed
on the floor of the Mew York Stock Exchange during moming
trading on July 24, in New York City

Eurcpe. In the United
States, President Don
ald Trump's Republican
party faces a stern test in
next week's midterm elec
tions, with high gasoline
and diesel prices souring
the mond of consumers.
At ExoconMobil, oil pric
es averaged around $85
per barrel during the pe
riod, about a third more
than in the 2025 quarter.
Refining margins were

%50.3 per barrel, almost
three times the lewel in
the year-ago period as
the company cited efforts
to boost output of diesel
and other key products
that have seen supplies
tighten,

"Refining capacity in
Russia and the Middle
East remained curtailed,
with roughly 10 per cent
of global capacity offline,”
the company said in pre

pared remarks ahead of a
conference call.

“North American refin
eries sustained high op
erating rates during the
quarter but were unahble
to fully offset reduced
glohal refining capacity
availability,” according to
the remarks.

The efforts to boost out
put translated intec 100
per cent crude unit utili
sation at US Gulf Coast
refineries,  Exomonhiohil
said in its press release.

Chevron scored higher
profits in its upstream
business, but also wuon
its greatest increases in
the downstream area,
where profits of $4.9 hil
lion were more than four
times the level in the year

ago period.
The NGO 350.0rg,
which advocates for

clean energy and other
measures to address cli
mate change, called for
“permanent levies" on
"exceptional” oil industry
profits, with the funds
going to consumers and
to finance the energy

transition.

“As we head into the
midtermns, energy afford
ability is on everyone's
minds,” said Candice
Forten, US campaigns
manager for 350.0rg.

“Families and small
businesses want reliable
electricity they can af
ford, and communities
want a say in how their
land, water and energy re-
sources are used,” Forten
said. "Yet as people strug-
gle with energy bills and
the impacts of extreme
weather, the biggest oil
companies are forecast to
make billions.”

Forten called for poli
cies to ensure that data
centers for artificial in
telligence do not drive up
electricity bills and that
oil companies "pay their
fair share towards the
costs of the crisis, rather
than leaving the public to
pick up the kill".

Shares of Exxonhobil
rose 2 per cemt in pre
market trading, while
Chevron climbed 1.7 per
cent.

Markets lashed by tech rout as earnings fan Al fears

NEW YORK [AFF)
Technology firms re
treated further on Friday
after more poorly re
ceived earnings from US
titans fanned deepening
concerns ahout the AT in
vestment boom.

Amazon became the
latest tech piant to face
pressure on Wall Street
after it missed eamnings
expectations and sig
naled more aggressive Al
spending ahead. Chip gi
ant Intel sank nearly 30
per cent after its outlook
disappointad.

Declines by those two
companies and others
translated to a bruising
finale to an ugly week for

the Nasdag, which end
ed the day down nearly 3
per cent,

The Dow and SE&EP
500 also finished firmly
lower in a session also
marred by a jump in oil
prices and a fall in bit
coin prices after crypto
currency exchange
Binance acknowledpged
what could be the big
gest hack of its kind in
the world.

“The end of the week
is dominated by a con
tinuation of the recent
AT sell-off on disappoint
ing earnings, and con
cerns about the safety
of crypto,” said Kathleen
Brooks, research director

at XTB trading group.

“The past couple of
days, some of the hig
tech names related to Al
have been dragging the
market down,” said Peter
Cardillo of Spartan Capi-
tal Securities. "All the
money that was spent
is basieally being ques
tioned, whether or not it
will pay off."

Microsoft, Alphabet
and Amazon all reported
quarterly results this
week, and each signalled
it would keep pouring
money into data centres
and chips even as inwves
tors grow impatient for
returns.

Along  with Meta,

which reported last
week, together the four
companies are on track
to spend more than $700
billion on capital inwvest
ment this year — rough
ly the size of Argentina's
or Belgium's entire econ
omy — much of it on Al
infrastructure, accord
ing to analyst estimates.

Friday's session on
Wall Street also proved
difficult for other Af
linked companies, with
Nvidia shedding 4.2 per
cent, Micron 5.3 per cent
and data center com
pany CoreWeave losing
nearly 10 per cent.

The steep losses for
tech firms Friday re

versed optimism earlier
in the week prompted by
Al giant Anthropic's IPO
filing.

"Given the importance
of tech stocks to global
markets, it is not sur
prising to see stock mar
kets around the world
ending the week with
heavy losses," said mar
ket analyst Chris Beau
champ at online trading
and investing platform
IG.

South Korea's tech
heavy Kospi index closed
gut its week down 3.5 per
cent and Tokyo finished
with a 2 per cent loss.

Hong EKong, however,
closed up 1.5 per cent.

AFF photo

A woman walks past a giant logo of the Euro currency inside the headgquarters of the
European Central Bank in Frankfurt am Main, western Germany, on Thursday, ahead of a prass
conference on the Eurozone's monetary policy

Eurozone growth
holds up despite energy crunch

ERUSSELS,
[AFP)
ECONOMY ErewW mMmoTe
than expected in the
third gquarter, official
data showed on Fri
day, demonstrating
resilience despite the
impact of the Middle
East war and surging
ENETgy COsts.

Economists said the
single currency area's
growth held up well
but warned of the po-
tential for stapflation

a nightmare mix of
stagnant growth and
high inflation.

The EU's statis
tics agency said GDP
across the 21-country
euro area expanded
by 0.4 per cent in the
third gquarter, a slow
down from the 0.6 per
cent seen in the second
quarter.

The figure was
higher than the 0.2
per cent predicted by
economists surveyed
by Bloomberg.

But Ireland's whop

Belgium
The surozone

ping 55 per cent
growth in the third
guarter skewed the
data, as economists
gaid the euro area
grew by 0.2 per cent
excluding Ireland.

Eurozone
inflation hit a
three-year high
of 3.8 per cent
in September...

"The eurozone econ
omy seems to have
shrugged off the Mid
dle East crisis,” ING
Chief Economist Bert
Colijn said in a note.
"Despite a worsen
ing energy shock, the
economy continues to
be resilient.”

He pointed to Eu
ropean industry ben
efitting from higher
spending on defence
and infrastructure, as
well as the tech boom.

Paolo Grignani, sen
ior economist at Ox
ford Economics, said
the data "paint a mixed
picture for the euro
zone with stagflation
ary tendencies: GDP
growth held up well,
but national inflation
releases surprised to
the upside".

Eurozone inflation
hit a three-year high of
3.8 per cent in Septem
ber, as the US-Israel
war on Iran fuelled a
surge in energy prices.

With Eurcpe head
ing for winter, experts
warned there are chal
lenges ahead.

Coliin  said that
“steadily” rising ener
gy costs, including gas
prices, means Europe
“will see an additional
growth challenge® in
the winter.
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SPORTS Al Hussein stun Faisali to hand leaders
AT A GLANCE their first defeat of the season

FOOTBALL

Aston Villa to take legal action
against pundit Carragher

LONDON (AFP)

Aston Villa have announced

plans to take legal action against former Liverpool
defender-turned-pundit Jamie Carragher for what
the club described as "unacceptable insults” about
the club and its supporters. Carragher, a promi

nent pundit with Sky Sports and CBS, has been
hit with a backlash by Villa fans for suggesting
that manager Unai Emery should be a candidate
to replace the underfire Michael Carrick at Man-
chester United. "Aston Villa will initiate legal ac-
tion against Jamie Carragher for his unacceptable
insults about the club and its fans,” Villa chairman
Nassef Sawiris said in a short statement posted on
the club’s social media feeds. "Aston Villa will not
allow anyone to stop our ascension in English and
European football" Carragher, 48, responded by
offering an apology. "I'd like to apologise to Aston
Villa, the owners and their fans. My language this
week was clumsy and wrong," Carragher posted on
social media "l can assure Villa fans it was tongue
in cheek but I can understand it's not come across
that way, so apolegies."Emery has transformed
Villa's fortunes since taking charge four years ago.

Chelsea manager Alonso
dismisses talk of Estevao loan deal

LONDON (AFF)

Xabi Alonso said Friday there

had been no discussions about loaning out Este

wao as the Brazilian teenager struggles to force his
way into the Chelsea manager's first-team plans.
The 19-year-old provided some rare highlights
during a largely forgettable campaign for the
Blues last season that saw Liam Rosenior sacked
as Chelsea boss in April. But he has yet to start in
the Premier League under Alonso, with Estevao
having played just 172 minutes of first-team foot

ball =o farthis season. The rising star remained an
unused substitute as Chelsea were knocked out of
the League Cup by Liverpool in a penalty shoot-out
on Wednesday, with his path into the starting side
blocked by Alonso's favoured front three of Morgan
Rogers, Cole Palmer and Joao Pedro. Nevertheless,

Alonso

speaking ahead of Chelsea's match at

home to Manchester United in the Premier League

on Saturday -

said of Estevao: "Sure, he will play.

The season is long and there will he moments for
everyone. "He will have his games, his minutes. We
are still early in the season but he will be there."

At half a century, Senegal's Orchestra

By Rayan Jaafra

AMMAN Week 7
of the Jordanian Pro
League kicked off on
Thursday at Petra Sta
dium, where Jazeera
and Salt played out a
tense, hard-fought 1-1
draw. Salt were re-
duced to ten men early
on when Omar Has
anin received a sec
ond yellow card in the
32nd minute. Jazeera
broke the deadlock in
the 70th minute after
Vaseen Bakhit won and
successfully convert
ed a penalty, bringing
his tally to five goals
in seven appearances.
Despite their numeri
cal disadvantage, Salt
hit back swiftly in the
74th minute through
Ali Tamari, whose low
drive eluded goalkeep
er Oais Abbasi.

Action shifted to
King Abdullah Sta
dium on Friday morn
ing for an entertain-
ing clash  between
second-placed Ramtha
and Baga'a. Ramtha
opened the scoring
when Saif Darwish
reacted gquickest to a
loose ball deflected off
a2 Baga'a defender. Dar-
wish then turned pro
vider just before the
break, slipping a pin
point ball through to
foreign import Gassam
Al Fousini, who fin
ished past goalkeeper
Malek Shalahi to dou
ble the lead in the 45th
minute. Baga'a struck
back early in the sec
ond half through Oba-
ida Al Samarneh, who
unleashed a ferocious
first-time wolley that
beat goalkeeper Murad

Al Hussein Irbid midfielder Salahaldeen Farash celebrates his late goal against Al Faisali

A] Falouji.

On Friday evening's
fixture, Wihdat stum
bled against Arahi Ir
bid. Wihdat thought
they had taken an 18th
minute lead through
Pafa Diop, only for
FIFA-listed referee Ad
ham Makhadmeh to
chalk the goal off fol
lowing a VAR review
for a prior foul. Arabi
then delivered the de-

Baobab bets on new generation

By Becca Milfeld
Agence France-Presse

DAKAR Sitting on a
couch in their manager's
office, three of the oldest
members of Senegal's
Orchestra Bacbab, the
legendary  Afro-Cuban
and west African fusion
group, banter like family.

Several ewenings later,
their guitar and saxo
phone melodies con
jured the same convivial
chemistry, electrifying a
Dakar nightclub and get
ting partygoers dancing
cha-cha steps and sway
ing their hips as the
band has done so many
times in its half-century
history.

The much-loved or
chestra, which blends re
gional Wolof griot music,
Congolese rumba, Sen
egalese mbalax, jazz and
other traditions through
an Afro-Cuban filter, re
leased “Made in Senegal”,
its first album of new
songs in nearly 10 years,
on October 23.

Like the mighty baobahb
tree it is named for, Or
chestra Baobab remains
standing despite its age,
thanks in part to a new
generation  of musicians
slowly replacing its icon
ic veterans.

Two groups of the old
est then youngest mem
bers of the nine-person
ensemble sat down with
AFP to explain the endur

IFP phioto

Orchestra Baobab rhythm guitarist Yahya Fall, 76, says the group's new music has a fresh vibe

ing magic.

In the band's lat
est music "you can sense
a freshness, something
new, something excep
tional, something people
haven't really heard from
the founders before”,
rhythm pguitarist ¥Yahya
Fall, 76, told AFE

The proup's joyful
swinging sound, pro
duced across guitars,

drums, saxophones and
vocals, alternately rol
licks and sways, at times
highly energetic and at
others seducing listeners
with lilting refrains.

The handful of new
members, mosthy in their
30s and 40s, say they
aspire to sustain the
band's historic soul and
core sound, adding only
a dash of their personal

flavour.

Vocalist Korka Dieng,
who started singing with
Bacbab in 2023, jolted the
group into the 21st cen
tury as its first and only
woman member

The 44-yearold said
she and the other young
ermusicians each bring
their own touch, but try
“to preserve the originali
ty that brought the legen
dary orchestra to where it
is today".

The young members
“will be able to ensure
Bacbah lasts a full cen
tury", 73-year-old percus
sionist Mountaga “Taga"
Kpite, the band's last
remaining original mem.
ber, told AFP with a twin
lde in his eye.

The orchestra, which
ruled Dakar's club scene

and airwaves after its
birth in 1970, eventu
ally went on hiatus onky
to reemerge in the early
2000s and achieve inter
national fame.

Trombone and tenor
saxophonist Wwilfried
Zinsou, part of the new
guard at 48, described the
orchestra as a national
treasure, touring across
Europe and elsewhere
when not performing in
Dakar.

"People view Senegal
through us, we bring Sen
egalese culture with us.
Those unfamiliar with
Senegal see the coun
try through Orchestra
Bacbah,” he told AFR

The group is even
planning a concert ze
ries putside their urban
stronghold of Dakar, hav
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cisive blow in the 56th
minute; Motaz Obaidat
met a houncing ball in
side the area and rifled
a brilliant first-time
shot into the top cor
ner, leaving goalkeeper
Mohammad Al Amwasi
with no chance. De
spite  sustained late
pressure from ‘Wih
dat, Arabi held firm to
claim their second win
of the campaign and

ing never gone on tour in
Senegal's regions, orches

tra leader Thierno Koite,
brother of "Taga", told a
press conference on Oc

tober 20.

Not just 'old school

On a recent Sunday night
in Dakar, Bachab played
the wellknown wvenue
Just ForYou.

Friends and couples
swayed at their tables
until a prolonged wail of
the saxophone in Bacbah
anthem "Utrus Horas"
sent a shock through the
TOOmL

First two  women
jumped from their seats
to dance, before others
rushed to the front of the
hall, swinging and step
ping to the sultry rhythm.

"I danred to Orchestra
Baobab at age 15-16 and
still today”, 62-yearold
fan Moustapha Samh
told AFF, describing the
group as "a monument, it
represents memory and
resilience” for Senegal.

Listeners are "starting
to realise that Orchestra
Baobab isn't just old
school. There is a new
generation”, wocalist Di
eng told AFF.

Of the 12 songs iIn
"Made in Senegal®, ap
proximately half are
newly composed, and the
vast majority have not
yet appeared in a Bacbab
album.

hand Wihdat their sec
ond defeat.

And on Saturday at
Amman International
Stadium, title hold
ers Hussein Irhid pro
duced a statement vic
tory, defeating league
leaders Faisali to in
flict their first loss of
the season. Hussein
snatched the win
ner in the 91st minute
through substitute

LOS ANGELES, United

States (AFF) Patrick
Stewart, the British
Shakespearean actor
whio became a Hollywood
megastar through roles
in the "Star Trek" and "X

Men" franchises, has died
at his home in Los Ange
les. He was 86.

Hiz death on Wednes
day came after a “brief
and poignant journey"
with Alzheimer's disease
and Lewy body dementia,
according to an official
statement on his social
media accounts.

"His sonorous wvoice
and singular talemt will
forever be synonymous
with indelible perfonmn
ances in every genre,” the
statemnent said.

The actor, who hailed
from the northern Eng
lish region of Yorkshire,
trod the boards in Britain
with the Royal Shake
speare Company and the
National Theatre in Lon
don, and worked on Brit
ish television.

But he rocketed into the
pop culture history books
in his mid-40s when he
was cast as Captain Jean
Luc Picard in "Star Trelc
The Next Generation,"
and then again as Profes
sor Charles Xavier in mul
tiple "X-Men" and related
Marvel films.

"He explored the hu
man condition in all its
poetic complexity and
brought hope not only

NO
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Salah Al Din Al Farash

who had replaced
Youssef Qeshta in the
58th minute latch
ing onto a brilliant as
sist from Ali Hajbi to
finish coolly past the
Faisali keeper. The dra
matic counter-attack
came moments after
Hussein goalkeeper
YaridAbulaila pulled
off a2 crucial, match
saving stop to deny

Petra photo

Waseem Riyalat's goal
bound effort.

The round concludes
on Sunday at Petra
Stadium, where newly
promoted Dogara face
Shabab Ordon. Shabab
Ordon will be hunting
their first win of the
season, while Dogara
look to secure their
second victory to pull
further away from the
relegation zone.
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'Star Trek', 'X-Men' star
Patrick Stewart dead at 86

JITAR TREK

Lot
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AFP photo

English actor Sir Patrick Stewart and his wife Sunny Ozell
arrive for the Los Angeles premiere of the final season of
‘Star Trek: Picard’ at the TCL Chinese Theater in Hollywood,
California, on February 9, 2023

to the far reaches of the
Marvel Cinematic Uni
verse, but into science
fiction's mo=t iconic final
frontier aboard the Star
ship Enterprize,” the offi
cial statement said.

Aboard the Enterprise

Stewart was 47 when he
debuted as Picard in “Star
Trek: The Next Genera
tion,” the first live-action
television spinoff of the
trailblazing sci-fi series
from the late 1960s.

He effectively filled the
boots of William Shat
ner's Captain Kirk from
the original show to
resounding success, both
in the TV series and in

several films.

Picard became known
for a few catchphrases in
cluding "Make it so" and
"Engagel”

But his move to Amer
ica in 1987 was initially
greeted with disdain by
The Los Angeles Times,
who wrote him off as an
“unknown British Shake
spearean actor”,

Stewart later dubbed
suggestions he was
"shimming it" by mowv
ing into US television
offensive.

He once called his
Shakespearean bona
fides ‘"pothing but a
preparation for sitting in
the captain's chair of the
Enterprise”.

vailable on

ﬂpp atnre

\ .-'-.:..- ROID APP ON

Google Play




