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Montenegro, Jordan see eye
to eye on global issues, seek
enhanced cooperation across
all sectors — Foreign Minister
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MEETING

Safadi, Qatari
prime minister
discuss regional
developments
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Hiz Majesty King Abdullah on Wednesday receives Qatar Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammed Bin Abdulrahman

Al Thani

King receives Qatar PM

AMMAN (JT) - Hig
Majesty King Abdullah
on Wednezday received
Oatar Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
Mohammed Bin Abdul
rahman Al Thani,

The prime minister
conveyed to His Maj-
esty the condolences
of Qatar Emir Sheikh
Tamim Bin Hamad Al
Thani over the loss of

the victims of the ter
rorist attack that tar
geted a church in Karak,
and wishes for a full
recovery of the injured,
according to a Royal
Court statement.

The King underscored
the deep-rooted ties
and friendship between
Jordan and Oatar, not
ing the importance of
continuing to strenpgth

en cooperation  be-
tween the two countries
across various fields.

Speaking about over
all regional develop-
ments, His Majesty
emphasised the need
to achieve comprehen-
sive de-escalation that
guarantees the security
of Arab states and re
stores stability to their
pecples.

The meeting also
touched on the latest
developments in the

West Bank and Jeru-

salem, with the King
warning of the dangers
of Israel's continued
unilateral measures
against Palestinians.
Deputy Prime Min
ister and Foreign Min
ister Ayman Safadi at-
tended the meeting.
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Crown Prince directs launch of national
initiative to collect digital data

AMMAN (JT) HRH
Crown Prince Hussein
on Wednesday chaired
a regular meeting of the
National Council for
Future Technology, dur
ing which he directed
the council to launch a
national data-collection
initiative focused on en
suring accuracy, qual
ity, seamless flow and
promoting  responsible
usze, in order to speed
up the transition toward
an artificial intelligence
and data-driven digital
ECOTOIY.

The Crown Prince
noted that the
initiative will
support the
creation

of applications
that improve
citizen services

in vital areas...

During the meeting,
held at Al Husseiniya
Falace and attended by
Prime Minister Jafar
Hassan, who is chair
man of the council, the
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HRH Crown Prince Hussein on Wednesday chairs a regular meeting of the Mational Council for

Future Technology

Crown Prince empha
sised the need to estab
lish regular performance
monitoring, as well as to
develop robust skill-de
velopment programmes
to drive the initiative's
projects, thereby elewat
ing institutional effi
clency, innovation, pro-
ductivity and enabling
decision-making based
on accurate information,

according to a Royal
Court statement.

His Royal Highness
highlighted the need
to collaborate with rel
evant public and private
sector entities on the
initiative, and establish
communication  chan
nels to foster partner
ships and support im
plementation efforts.

The Crown Prince

noted that the initiative
will support the crea
tion of applications that
Improve citizen serv
ices in wvital areas, par
ticularly healthcare and
education.

His Royal Highness
was also briefed on the
progress of a number
of the councils ongo
ing projects and future
plans.

Jordan, Syria reaffirm deep relations

AMMAN (IT] Dep-
uty Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
Ayman Safadi held a
phone call on Tues-
day with Syria's For
eign Minister Asaad Al
Shibani.

In a joint statement,
the two ministers em
phasised the deep
ties between Jordan
and Syria and their
shared commitment
to strengthening and

developing  relations
across various fields,
They stressed the im
portance of addressing
any issues that could
strain ties, based on
their firm belief in the
interconnected secu
rity and shared destiny
of the two countries.
Safadi reaffirmed
Jordan’s full respect
for Syria's sovereignty,
territorial integrity, se
curity, stability and the

safety of its citizens.

He said that Jordan
considers Syria’s se
curity and stability an
integral part of its own
security,  expressing
pride in the unprec
edented levels of coop
eration, coordination
and trust achieved in
relations between the
two countries and their
peoples.

Continued on page 5

Cabinet approves satellite investment
incentives, circular economy roadmap

ANMMAN (JT) The
Cabinet, during a ses
sion chaired by Prime
Minister .Jafar Has
san on Wednesday, ap
proved financial incen
tives for investments
exceeding $10 million
in satellite communi
cations infrastructure,
aiming to position Jor
dan as a regional hub
for digital infrastruc
ture and data traffic.
To qualify for the in
centives, projects must
establish at least six
gateway earth stations
and points of presence
across the Kingdom,
according to a Prime
Ministry statement.
The incentives aim
to strengthen Jordan's
digital infrastructure
without affecting the
repulatory rights of ex-
isting licensees, while
enabling satellite net

works to complement

General view of the Prime Ministry

terrestrial and subma
rine cables, and im
prove telecommunica
tions resilience.

The Cabinet also
adopted the Nation
al Circular Economy
Roadmap, which sets

a framework through
2050 for improving
resource use and ex
panding recycling.
Developed by the
Ministry of Environ
ment, the Ministry
of Industry, Trade

and Supply and the
Royal Scientific Soci
ety, the roadmap aligns
with the Economic
Modernisation Vi
sion, according to the
statement.

The roadmap identi

fies five priority areas,
including circular ma
terial supply, resource
efficiency, circular wa
ter management, ener
gy efficiency and waste
TECOVETY.

It applies circular
economy principles to
sectors including ag
riculture, mining, food
processing, construc
tion and tourism, while
targeting a 50 per cent
reduction in food waste
by 2030.

The Cabinet also ap
proved the walidating
reasons for a draft
2026 regulation gov
erning the number
of municipal council
members and the divi
sion of electoral dis

tricts, referring it to
the Legislation and
Opinion Bureau for

further procedures.

Continued on page 5

Jordan, Montenegro sign visa waiver agreement, diplomatic training MoU

AMMAN (JT) Dep
uty Prime Minister
and Foreign Minis-
ter Ayman Safadi and
Montenegro's Deputy
Prime Minister for In
ternational Relations
and Foreign Minister
Ervin Ibrahimovic on
Wednesday agreed to
expand bilateral co
operation in trade, in
vestment, tourism and
several other sectors.
During a meeting,
the two ministers re
viewed bilateral rela
tions and reaffirmed
their commitment to
building on the out
comes of His Majesty
King Abdullah's wisit
to Montenegro in May
2025 to strengthen
ties and expand co
operation, according
to a Foreign Ministry

I.A.H "J.Jj

: :nd Expatriates

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman 5afadi and Montenegro's Deputy Prime
Minister for International Relations and Foreign Minister Ervin Ibrahimovic sign an agreement
exempting holders of diplomatic and service passports from visa requirements of Foreign

Ministry
statement.
They also agreed

to task joint working

groups with identify

ing practical steps to
cooperation

advance

in economic, invest
ment, trade and tour
ism sectors, as well

as energy, healthcare,
pharmaceuticals, dig
ital transformation
and education.

Safadi and Ibrahi
movic signed an agree
ment exempting hold
ers of diplomatic and
service passports from
visa requirements, as
well as a Memoran
dum of Understanding
(Mol) between Mon
tenegro's Foreign Min
istry and the Jordan
Diplomatic Institute to
promote  cooperation
and the exchange of
diplomatic expertise.

The agreement and
memorandum are the
first official docu
ments signed between
the two countries
since they established
diplomatic relations
in 2010, the statement

said.

Safadi expressed
Jordan's hope that
Montenegro would
participate in  the
high-level interna
tional conference,
“Upholding Human
ity in War", which the

Eingdom will host on
December 7.

Ibrahimovic
demned the terror
ist attack targeting
a church in Hmoud,
Karak Governorate,
expressing solidarity
with Jordan, offering
condolences for those
killed and wishing
the injured a speedy
TECOVETY.

The talks also cov
ered regional develop
ments and efforts to
end escalation, restore
calm and strengthen

con

regional security and
stability.

The two ministers
agreed to
maintain contact
to strengthen
bilateral
coopetation...

On the occupied Pal
estinian territories,
Safadi stressed the
need to consolidate
stability in Gaza, fully

implement U5 Presi
dent Donald Trump's
plan and ensure the
sustained delivery of
sufficient humanitar
ian aid to the Strip.

He also called for an
end to illegal Israeli
measures in the West
Bank that undermine
the two-state solu
tion and prospects for
peace, commending
Montenegro's sup
port for the two-state
solution.

The two ministers
agreed to maintain
contact to strengthen
bilateral cooperation,
coordinate within in
ternational organisa
tions and continue
consultations on Te-
gional and interna
tional issues of mutual
CONCErN.
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Montenegro, Jordan see eye to eye on global issues, seek
enhanced cooperation across all sectors — Foreign Minister

By Raed Omari

AMNAN Montene
gro's Deputy Prime
Minister and Minis.
ter of Foreign Affairs,
Ervin Ibrahimovic,
highlighted the strong
and friendly relations
between Montenegro
and Jordan, express.
ing a shared commit-
ment to expanding po
litical, diplomatic and
economic cooperation.

During an inter
view with The Jordan
Times, Ibrahimovic
emphasised the im
portance of strength
ening hilateral ties
through regular politi
cal consultations, new
agreements on dip-
lomatic training and
visa exemptions for
diplomatic and official
passport holders, and
closer institutional
coordination.

He also identified
sipnificant opportu
nities for cooperation
in tourism, Invest-
ment, healthcare, ag-
riculture, energy, and
the digital economy,
including the poten
tial establishment of
seasonal direct flights

hetween the two
countries.
On security, Ibra.

himovic praised Jor
dan’s leadership of the
Agaba Process and re
affirmed Montenegro's
commitment to inter
national cooperation
in combating terror-
ism, wiolent extrem
ism, and transnational
threats.

Following is the full
interview:

1.How would you assess
the level of diplomatic
and economic coopera-
tion between Montene-
gro and Jordan?

Montenegro and the
Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan enjoy friendly
relations, mutual re
spect and a shared
commitment to mul
tilateralism, interre
giomal dialogue, tol
erance and mutual
understanding.  Our
ties have deep his.
torical roots, dating
back to the time of the
former Socialist Fed
eral Republic of Yugo-
slavia (SFRY), whose
experience of coop
eration with Jordan
provided a waluable
foundation for the de-
velopment of our bilat-
eral relations,

Since the establish
ment  of diplomatic
relations in 2010, our
two countries have
built stable political
ties and maintained
constructive dialogue,
both bilaterally and

within multilateral
fora.
Our cooperation

within the United Na-
tions system, includ
ing mutual support for
candidacies, as well as
through the Union for
the Mediterranean and
other international
initiatives, reflects our
shared commitment to
international coopera
tion and strengthening
trust among nations.
Montenegro's com
mitment to its rela
tions with Jordan was
further demonstrated
by the opening of the
Consulate of Montene-
gro in Jordan in 2011,
headed by Honorary
Consul Ibrahim Nauri.
In recent years, im
portant high-level
political contacts
have taken place, in
cluding meetings on
the margins of inter
national  gatherings
and direct commumni-
cation between our
foreign ministers on
current regional and
international issues.
Our aim is to further
strengthen these ties
through more regular
and institutionalised
dialogue between the

Deputy Prime Minister of Montenegro and Minister of Foreign Affairs Ervin Ibrahimovic

two ministries, includ
ing bilateral political
consultations.

As for economic co
operation, I believe
there i= considerable
untapped potential for
further development.
Business forums held
in Jordan in 2013 and
in Montenegro in 2016
provided an important
platform for exchang-
ing views and identi
fying opportunities for
cooperation.

Further momentum
was generated in May
2025, when represent-
atives of the Chamber
of Economy of Mon
tenegro and the Jor
danian Businessmen
Azspciation discussed
ways to strengthen
trade and investment
ties, foster closer links
between the business
communities, and fa
cilitate exchanges of
business delegations,
with a particular focus
on tourism. On that
occasion, they also
agreed to establish
more direct commu
nication between the
business associations
of the two countries.

We see particular
opportunities for co
operation in tourism,
agriculture and the
food industry, energy,
healthcare and the
digital economy. Our
priority is to translate
existing contacts and
identified opportuni
ties into concrete busi
ness initiatives, in
vestment projects and
joint ventures.

I am confident that,
by further strengthen-
ing our institutional
ties and fostering
closer connections be
tween our business
communities, we can
develop more dynam
ic, substantive and di
versified cooperation,
building on the solid
foundation of friend
ship and mutual trust
between our countries.
This is in the shared
interest of Montenegro
and Jordan and will
help further advance
our bilateral relations
for the benefit of our
citizens.

2. Cooperation between
the two countries has
seen considerable push
over the past period,
what is the current
standing of the bilateral
relations?

Relations between
Montenegro and the
Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan are charac-
terised by friendship,
mutual trust, open
dialopue, and a shared
commitment to further
strengthening our ties.

Folitical dialogue
has pgained momen-
tum in recent years,
reflecting the impor
tance both countries
attach to their part
nership. 1 believe we
are at an important
stage in our relation
ship, with an oppor

tunity to build on our
traditionally good po
litical relations and
advance towards more
intensive, institution
alised and substantive
cooperation.

In this regard, we
particularly wvalue the
first official wvisit of
His Majesty King Ab
dullah IT to Montene
gro, which provided
further impetus to the
development of our re
lations and opened up
opportunities for more
concrete forms of co
operation. At the same
time, discussions are
ongoing regarding an
official wvisit by the
President of Montene
gro Jakov Milatovic to
the Hashemite King
dom of Jordan, which
would provide a fur
ther opportunity to
strengthen ties at the
highest level.

It is a particular
honour for me to pay
an official visit to your
esteemed country. One
of our key priorities is
to strengthen the legal
framework underpin
ning our bilateral rela
tions. In this context,
the signing of a Mem
orandum of Under
standing between the
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Montenegro
and the Jordan Insti
tute of Diplomacy, to
gether with an agree
ment on the waiver of
visa requirements for
holders of diplomatic
and official passports,
represents an impor
tant step forward.
These are the first bi
lateral agreements to
be concluded between
our countries since
the establishment of
diplomatic relations
in 2010, creating a
stronger foundation
for closer coopera
tion between our dip
lomatic services and
enhanced institutional
ties.

Furthermore, we aim
to establish a frame
work for regular polit
ical consultations and
develop mnew forms
of cooperation in ar
eas of mutual inter
est. We see particular
potential in tourism,
air connectivity, in
vestment, healthcare
and security, as well
as in fostering closer
links between the rel
evant institutions and
business communities
of our two countries.
Our goal is to identify
concrete opportunities
through open dialogue
and joint efforts and
translate them into
sustainable projects
and measurable re
sults, taking into ac
count the priorities
and capacities of both
countries.

1 am confident that
this visit marks a new
chapter in relations
between Montenegro
and Jordan. Our com
mitment is clear: To
further strengthen the
bonds of friendship

and political under
standing between our
countries and trans
late them into tangible
results that will de
liver visible and last
ing benefits for both
countries and their
citizens.

3. His Majesty King Ab-
dullah and Montenegro
President Jakov Milatovic
met in May last year and
discussed bilateral rela-
tions and ways to expand
cooperation in the fields
of health, technology, en-
ergy, trade, tourism, ag-
riculture, transportation,
investment and digital
economy. This indicates
a strong will on the high
political level to enhance
cooperation. Has there
been any mechanism put
in place, meetings, joint
committees working to-
wards institutionalising
and bolstering Montene-
gro-Jordan relations.

We particularly wvalue
the meeting between
His Majesty King Ab
dullah IT and the Presi
dent of Montenegro,
Jakov Milatovic, in
May 2025, which gawe
significant impetus to
our hilateral relations
and demonstrated the
strong political will
at the highest level to
expand cooperation in
areas of mutual inter
est. The meeting was
important not only as
an affirmation of the
longstanding  friend
ship and mutual re
spect  between our
countries, but also as
an opportunity to iden
tify concrete areas for
cooperation and secure
high-level suppeort for
their further dewvelop
ment.

Our priority now is to
translate this political
commitment into effec
tive institutional mech
anisms that will enable
the systematic plan
ning and implemen
tation of agreed pri
orities. In this regard,
we welcome Jordan's
initiative to hold the
first round of political
consultations between
the two ministries of
foreign affairs. We are
considering  holding
these consultations in
2027 or early 2028. We
also intend to propose
a memorandum of co
operation between the
two ministries, which
would provide an ad
ditional framework for
regular dialogue, coor
dination and follow-up
on joint initiatives.

In recent months, the
relevant institutions in
both countries have es
tablished more direct
channels of commu
nication and initiated
coordination, includ
ing the exchange of
draft texts for sewveral
bilateral agreements.
During my wisit, two
agreements within the
remit of Montenegro's
Ministry of Foreign Af
fairs are scheduled to
be sipned: One on the

waiver of visa require
ments for holders of
diplomatic and official
passports, and another
on cooperation in dip
lomatic training. These
agreements represent
an important step to
wards  strengthening
the legal framework
underpinning our rela
tions and creating the
conditions for more
practical cooperation.
Diplomatic training
is a wvaluable example
of sectoral cooperation
already in place. Jor
danian diplomats have
participated on several
occasions in Montene
gro's Gavro Vukovic
Summer School for
Young Diplomats, fa
cilitating the exchange
of knowledge and ex
perience and fostering
closer ties between our
diplomatic services.

There iz also con
siderable scope for
strengthening BCO

nomic cooperation. The
business forums held
in Jordan in 2013 and
Montenegro in 2016
laid the groundwork
for closer links between
our business communi
ties and provided op
portunities to explore
trade and investment
prospects. We believe
that reviving this for
mat, with the partici
pation of relevant in
stitutions, chambers of
commerce and business
communities, would
help identify new busi
ness opportunities and
develop concrete joint
projects.

Tourism is another
area with significant
potential, offering walu
able opportunities to
bring our peoples and
cultures closer togeth
er. In this regard, we
should explore the pos
sibility of establish
ing seasonal air links
between Montenegro
and Jordan. Improved
air conmectivity would
facilitate two-way tour
ism and enable citizens
of both countries to
discover each other's
cultural and histori
cal heritage, natural
beauty and traditions
more easily. Jordanm,
with its ancient city
of Petra, the Dead Sea,
and the spectacular
desert landscapes of
Wadi Rum, has much to
offer Montenegrin visi
tors, just as Montene
gro is an attractive des
tination for Jordanian
tourists.

Our approach is
pragmatic: We want
to align existing ini

tiatives with clearly
defined priorities,
clearly assigned insti
tutional responsibili

ties, and regular com
munication. We believe
this will enable us to
gradually build a sta
ble, long-term frame
work for cooperation
encompassing  politi
cal dialogue, economic
relations, tourism, and
other areas of sectoral
cooperation, delivering

tangible results for the
benefit of both coun
tries and their citizens.

4, Jordan and Montene-
gro coordinate counter-
terrorism efforts, within
the framework of the
Agaba Process initiative
launched by Jordan. How
would you evaluate that?

Montenegro  attaches
great importance to
the Agaba Process,
launched by His Maj
esty King Ahdullah in
2015, and highly wal
ues Jordan's role in
international efforts to
combat terrorism and
violent extremism. The
initiative provides an
important platform for
strengthening  inter
national security co
operation, enhancing
coordination, and facil
itating the exchange of
knowledge and exper
tise among states and
relevant international
partners. We particu
larly walue its regional
and thematic focus,
which enables mean
ingful, practical coop
eration in addressing
shared security chal
lenges.

Contemporary s
curity threats are be
coming  increasingly
complex and intercon
nected. Terrorism, vio
lent extremism, tran
snational organised
crime, radicalisation,
and the misuse of dig
ital techmologies tran
scend national borders,
making the timely ex
change of information,

stronger institutional
capacities, and coor
dinated international

action essential. An ef
fective response must
encompass not only
security measures, but
also the prevention of
radicalisation and ef
forts to strengthen so
cieties’ resilience to ex
tremist ideologies.

In this regard, we
particularly wvalue the
Agaba Process's com
prehensive  approach,
which links security
measures with the pro
tection of human rights,
the rule of law, educa
tion, social inclusion,
and the promotion of
intercultural and inter
religious dialogue. We
believe that sustain
able security cannot be
achieved through secu
rity measures alone; it
also requires address
ing . the underlying
conditions that create
fertile pround for radi
calisation and wviolent
extremism.

For Montenegro, as
a NATO member and a
country thatI see as the
next EU Member State,
participation in this
initiative provides an
important opportunity
to further strengthen
cooperation with Jor-
dan and other inter
national partners. We
seek to align our efforts
with broader regional
and international ini
tiatives while ensuring
that they complement
the activities of NATO
and the Global Coali
tion to Defeat Daesh.
This is particularly
important in light of
the security challenges
facing the Western BEal
kans, including radical
Isation, extremism, and
cross-border threats.

The importance
of this cooperation
was reaffirmed at the
meeting between His
Majesty King Abdul
lah and the President
of Montenegro, Jakov
Milatovic, in Tivat in
May 2025, when they
discussed continued
coordination in  the
fight apainst terrorism
within the framework
of the Agaba Process.
Montenegro also par
ticipated in the Agaba
Process Leaders' Meet
ing dedicated to the
Balkans, held in Sofia
in April 2025. These
engagements demon

strate our commitment
to strengthening coop-
eration and developing
practical mechanisms
to  address shared
threats.

We particularly
value Jordan's con
tribution to regional
stability and its long-
standing cooperation
with NATO. Under the
leadership of His Maj
esty King Abdullah,
Jordan has made a sig-
nificant contributicn
to international efforts
to promote peace and
stability in the WMid-
die East and beyond
through the Agaba
Process. We believe
that initiatives of this
kind strengthen trust
among partners and
enable a more effective
collective response to
transnational threats,
in full respect of inter-
national law and state
sovereignty.

Montenegro remains
firmly committed to
contributing to these
joint efforts and further
developing its partner
ship with Jordan., We
are convinced that in
ternational solidarity,
the exchange of experi-
ence, and the integra
tion of security meas-
ures with preventive
approaches are essén
tial to preserving peace
and stability.

5. What is Montenegro's
stance on the region's
issues, including prima-
rily Palestinian-Israeli
conflict, the lran war?

Montenegro is follow-
ing developments in
the Middle East with
deep concern, recog-
nising that protracted
conflicts and contin
ued military escalation
have sericus humani-
tarian, political and
Security comseguences,
not only for the popula
tions directly affected
but also for the stabil-
ity of the wider region,
the global economy,
energy markets and
international trade. We
do not view the current
situation as a distant
threat; rather, we recog
nise its implications for
long-term regional and
international stahility.
As a NATO member and
an EU candidate coun-
try, Montenegro bases
its foreign policy on re-
spect for international
law, multilateral coop
eration and coordina
tion with its allies and
partners, while remain
ing firmly committed to
diplomacy as the prin-
cipal means of resolv-
ing conflicts.

Regarding the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict,
our position is prineci
pled and consistent. We
support a mnegotiated
two-state solution, un
der which Israel and an
independent, sovereign
and wiable State of Pal
estine live side by side
in peace and security,
in accordance with in
ternational law and rel-
evant United Nations
resolutions. We believe
this remains the omnly
viable path towards
a comprehensive, just
and lasting peace.

We are particularly
concerned about the
deteriorating situation
in Gaza, the West Bank
and East Jerusalem, in
cluding the expansion
of settlements, increas-
ing settler violence and
the prowing number of
forcibly displaced per
sons, We are also con
cerned about the risks
posed by the E1 set-
tlement project, which
represents a  serious
threat to the viability of
the two-state solution.
In this context, we con
tinue to support the im-
plementation of United
Wations Security Coun
cil Resolution 2803.

The protection of ci
vilians must remain
an absolute priority. It
is essential to ensure

safe, rapid and unhin
dered humanitarian ac
cess, protect humani-
tarian personnel and
infrastructure, and ful
Iy respect international
humanitarian law. Any
sustainable  solution
must be grounded in
political dialogue and
diplomacy, while tak
ing into account the
legitimate rights and
security needs of all
parties.

Regarding the con
flict involving Iran,
Montenegro SuUpports
de-escalation, restraint
and a return to di-
plomacy. We strongly
condemn Iran’s unpro-
voked attacks against

neighbouring Gulf
states, which further
undermine regional

stability and endanger
civilian lives. We are
also concerned about
Tehran's destabilising
activities in the Strait
of Hormuz and the Per-
sian Gulf. We believe
that Iran must comply
with its nuclear safe
guards obligations un
der the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation  of
Nuclear Weapons and
must not acquire nu
clear weapons,

At the same time,
diplomatic efforts must
be intensified to pre
vent the conflict from
spreading further and
to create the conditions
for a sustainable po
litical settlement. Mon
tenegro supports calls
to safeguard freedom
of mavigation and en
sure the uninterrupted
passage of interna-
tional shipping, with
out the imposition of
transit fees and in full
accordance with inter
national law, including
through the Strait of
Hormuz and the Bab
Al Mandeb Strait. We
have also condemned
the recent unaccept-
able Houthi attacks on
Biyadh International
Airport, which further
underscore the urgent
need to halt escalation
and protect civilian
infrastructure.

The United Nations,
NATO and the Euro-
pean Union provide
important  platforms
for coordination with
international partners,
the exchange of infor
mation and assess
ments, and support
for initiatives aimed at
easing tensions. Mon
tenegro will continue
to support all credible
international  efforts
that contribute to de
escalation, dialogue
and the preservation of
peace and stahility, in
full respect of the Unit
ed Nations Charter and
international law.

I would particularly
like to highlight Jor
dan's constructive and
significant role in miti
gating the consequenc.
es of the crisis, pro-
viding humanitarian
assistance and preserv
ing the prospects for a
just and lasting peace.
We regard Jordan as
an important bridge
between peoples and a
strong advocate of dia
logue, mutual under-
standing and regional
cooperation. We highly
value its efforts to con
tribute to a more peace-
ful and stable Middle
East and hbelieve that,
in such complex cir-
cumstances, coopera
tion with partners that
consistently adwvocate
diplomatic solutions is
particularly important.

Montenegro remains
committed to support-
ing all serious and
credible diplomatic
initiatives that can help
ease tensions and cre
ate the conditions for
a just, comprehensive
and lasting peace. Pro-
tecting human lives,
preserving regional
stability and uphold
ing the rules-based in-
ternational order are in
the interests of us all.
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The Jordan Design and Development Bureau says on Wednesday that it has introduced more

than 49 new products in 2026

JODDB unveils over 49 products in
Al, cybersecurity, drone technologies

AMMAN (JT} The
Jordan Design and
Development Bu
reau (JODDE) said

on Wednesday that it
has introduced more
than 49 new products
in 2026, focusing on
counterdrone systems,
artificial intelligence
and cybersecurity.
JODDE Spokesper
son Moataz Atein said
the new products in
clude 10 dronme plat
forms and 18 artificial

intellipence and cy
bersecurity solutions
designed to address

national and regional
security  challenges,
the Jordan News Agen
cy, Petra, reported.

Among the new de
velopments is Digital
Spider, an artificial in
telligence (AI) applica
tion that collects and
analyses data from
open sources, social
media platforms and
news websites to sup-
port decision-making.

The bureau is also
developing Aoun and
Moeen, two Al-driv
en systems based on
specialised defence
references to support
military and logistical
analysis.

Other products in
clude Al Barg, an ar
moured mobile plat
form equipped with
jamming, camouflage
and drone detection
systems, as well as
integrated command
and control systems
for responding to aer
ial threats.

JODDB has

also signed
cooperation
agreements with
international
entities, including
Orange and
UAE-based

EDGE Group

JODDE is also pro
ducing low-cost of
fensive drones using

three-dimensional
printing technology to
speed up production
and enable large-scale
deployment, he added.

Atein said the bu
reaun works with Jor-
danian universities
and the King Abdullah
II Fund for Develop
ment to turn academic
research into practical
defence applications.

On the Special Op-
erations Forces Exhi
bition, Atein said the
event brings together
more than 400 delega
tions from 75 coun
tries and 350 exhibit
ing companies from
38 countries. Norway,
Slovakia and Italy are
participating for the
first time, he added.

JODDE has also
signed cooperation
agreements with in
ternational  entities,
including Orange and
UAE-based EDGE
Group.

The bureau's testing
and evaluation centre
has more than 450 ac
credited testing proce
dures issued by a Brit
ish accreditation body
to ensure equipment
meets  international
quality standards.

Safadi, Qatari prime minister
discuss regional develop

ANMMARN (JT) Depu
ty Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Af
fairs Ayman Safadi on
Wednesday met with
Oatari Prime Minister
and Minister of For
eign Affairs Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdul
rahman Al Thani.

During the meeting,
the two ministers reit-
erated the deep-rooted
strategic ties between
Jordan and Qatar and
the continued progress
in cooperation across
various fields, ac-
cording to a ministry
statement.

They discussed ef
forts to end the esca
lation in the region
and establish lasting
security and stability
based on respect for
state soversignty, in
ternational law, good
neighbourliness  and
freedom of navigation
in the Strait of Hormuz.

Safadi commended
Oatar's key role in
these efforts and its
commitment to pro
moting regional secu
rity and stahility.

The two ministers
also  discussed the
dangerous deteriora
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Depiity Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Ayman Safadi on Wednesday meets with Qatari Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani

tion in the occupied
West Bank, stressing
the need for Israel to
stop its illegal meas
ures that fuel conflict
and undermine efforts
to achieve the two

state solution, the only
way to realise a just
and lasting peace.
They also stressed
the need to imple-
ment all provisions of
US President Donald

Trump's plan to achieve
stability in Gaza and
remove all obstacles to
the adequate delivery
of humanitarian aid to
the Strip.

Sheikh Mohammed

renewed C(atar's con
dolences over the wic
tims of the terrorist
attack on a church in
Karak Governorate and
wished the injured a
speedy TECOVETY.

JD8.9b infrastructure projects offer opportunities
for Jordan's engineering industries

AMMAN (T} —The Amra
City project and major
national infrastructure
schemes valued at JDA.9
billion offer opportuni
ties to expand the role
of Jordanian engineer
ing industries in meet
ing domestic demand,
according to the National
Strategy for Engineering
Industries {2026-2029).
Prepared by the Min
istry of Industry, Trade
and Supply in partner
ship with the Jordan
Chamber of Industry
and other stakehold-
ers, the strategy identi
fies these projects as a

source of procurement
opportunities for local
manufacturers, Jordan
News Agency, Petra,
reported.

The strategy says lo
cal factories can in
crease production and
expand their customer
base by meeting techni
cal specifications, qual
ity standards and deliv
BTy requirements.

It also seeks to
strengthen links be-
tween manufacturers,

suppliers and project
developers to direct a
larger share of procure
ment towards domestic

production and retain
more added value in the
national economy.

The strategy notes
that these opportuni
ties are time-bound,
making it essential to
establish mechanisms
that enable Jordanian
companies to com
pete for contracts and
tenders.

To this end, it propos
es a programme to in
crease local content in
major national projects,
in line with broader
industrial policy objec
tives to strengthen in
tegration between engi

neering industries and
other economic sectors.
Jordan's  engineer
ing sector comprises
around 4,800 facili
ties employing nearly
35,200 people. Its value
added reached approxi
mately JDE20 million in
2024, while total output
approached JDZ hil
lion, according to the

strategy.
Proposed  initiatives
include  establishing

an engineering innowva
tion complex in Zarga,
housing the Jordan
Centre for Metal Form
ing Technology, an engi

neering training centre
and a joint industrial
research and develop
ment fund to strengthen
technical capabilities.
The strategy also
seeks to diversify ex-
port markets by lever
aging free trade agree-
ments and Jordan's
geopraphical proximity
to regional markets.
Jordanian engineer
ing exports to Syria
rose by 282 per cent in
2025 to around JD37
million, up from JD9.7
million before Syria's
political transition in
December 2024,

DISRUPTION

'Nassib border crossing closure
raises concerns over delays, transport costs'

ANNMAN (JT) The
closure of the Nas
gsib border crossing
on the Syrian side
is disrupting freight
movement  between
Jordan and Syria,
raising concerns over
delays;, higher trans:
port costs and poten-
tial losses for trad-
ers, President of the
Association of Own-
ers of Clearance and
Transport Companies
Daifallah Abu Agoula
said on Wednesday.

Around 1,500
shipments pass

through the
Jaber customs
centre daily...

Abu  Agoula =aid
the Jaber border
customs centre re-
mained operational,

with no decision to

Jaber border crossing with Syria

cloze it announced
so far He warned
that a prolonged clo
sure of Nassib, par
ticularly beyond two
or three days, could
further disrupt cargo
movement.

Freight transport
between the two
countries had been
operating under a

“back-to-back” sys-
tem at Nassib, requir-
ing representatives
and specialists to
oversee the unloading
and transfer of goods.
Syrian authorities
have removed cus-
toms clearance agents

and workers from the
centre, leaving only
government agencies,
he said.

Large numbers of
lorries remain at the
Nassib and Jaber cus-
toms centres, while
others are waiting at
Jaber's pates. Goods
unloaded at Agaba
Port are also await-
ing customs clearance
and onward transport
to Syria, raising con-
cerns over further
delays if the closure
continues.

Around 1,500 ship-
ments pass through
the Jaber customs

IT file

centre daily, includ
ing incoming and
outgoing lorries, both
loaded and empty,
Abu Agoula said.

He warned that a
prolonged closure
could affect perish-
able poods and in
Creass transport
costs, although re
friperated shipments
could be stored for
several weeks.

The disruption
could alse affect
goods at ports and
other border cross
ings, as well as cargo
arriving by air, in-
cluding refrigerated

and perishable ship
ments, he added.

Abu  Agoula  ex-
pressed hope that
the MNassib cross-
ing would reopen on
Wednesday, allow-
ing freight movement
to return to normal
and preventing fur
ther disruption to
shipments bound for
Syria.

He said the relevant
Syrian authorities
were capable of as-
sessing the security
situation, and taking
the necessary meas-
ures to ensure the
movement of goods
and passengers.

He also highlighted
the presence of large
numbers of Jordani-
ans in Damascus and
other Syrian gover
norates, as well as
the trade and social
ties between the two
countries.

Abu Agoula called
for the crossing to
TEOpED A5 S00N as
possible to limit the
impact on transport
operators, traders
and bilateral trade.

The closure fol-
lowed Royal Jorda-
nian Air Force strikes
on sites in southern
Syria, amid unveri-
fied reports of attacks
on Jordanian wehi-
cles near the Nassib
crossing.

AND arrests 145 suspects in 104
crystal meth cases

AMMAN The Anti
Narcotics Department
(AND} announced on
Monday the arrest of
145 suspects in 104
cases related to Crys
tal meth trafficking
and dealing in various
parts of the Kingdom,
according to official
SOUrces.

The arrests came
during the thirteenth
week of a "strict” secu
rity campaign and an
awareness campaign
that was initiated by
AND in collaboration
with the Media and
Community Policing
Directorate to combat
the use of Crystal meth
in Jordanian society.

The campaign re
sulted in the arrest of
63 suspects in 43 cases
related to trafficking,
smuggling, promotion,
and the use of Crystal
meth,” Police Spokes
person Brig. Gen. Amer
Sartawi said.

Meanwhile, 82 sus
pects were arrested
for using the deadly
substance, Sartawi
tald The Jordan Times.

The campaigns
aimed at warning the
public about the use of
thiz deadly substance
and pursuing individ
uals who deal with the
illicit substance.

Crystal meth iz the
common name for
crystal methampheta
mine, a strong and
highly addictive drug
that affects the central

nervous system, ac
cording to WebMD.
Sartawi recently
said that Crystal meth
“is one of the most
dangerous chemical
substances that af
fects people's mental
and physical health”.
“This dangerous
substance causes rap
id addiction, severe
disturbances in per
ception and behaviour,
and affectz bedily
functions, especially
causing damage to the
brain and lungs, in ad
dition to aggression,
loss of control and per
ception, and causing

many heinous crimes,”

Sartawi added.

He stressed that the
“campaign is ongo
ing until it reaches
its poals of spreading
awareness and pursu
ing individuals who
deal with this deadly
substance”.

All the detained sus-
pects  were referred
to the State Security
Prosecutor for further
guestioning and in
dictment, he added.

Citizens are urged
to report amy person
who deals with Crys
tal meth by contact

ing 911, according to a
statement by the Pub
lic Security Directo
rate (PSD).

All information will
be treated with ut-
most discretion, se
riousness, firmness,
verification and com
fidentiality, the PSD
statement added.

According to PSD
2025 statistics, there
were 22031 drug

crimes in the Kingdom.

The number of drug
and possession cases
was 15,720, while the
number of drug traf
ficking cases was
6,311, according to the
PSD statistics.
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Arab parties hold key as Netanyahu falls short of majori

OCCUPIED JERUSA
LEM (AFF} Results
from Israels hard

fought election pointed
on Wednesday to no
clear winner as a lead
er of the Arah minarity
appealed to a hesitant
opposition to join forc
es to end the divisive
reign of prime minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

With more than three
quarters of the wvote
counted, Netanyahu's
right-wing bloc was
slightly ahead but still
short of a majority in
Tuesday’s election, the
first since the October
7, 2023 surprise attack
which has led Israel to
wage war in Gaza and
across the region.

Both Netanyahu, Is
rael's longest-serving
prime minister who is
allied with far-right
and ultra-Orthodox
Jewish parties, and
Gadi Eisenkot, a former
military chief leading a
broad opposition bloc,
vowed that they would
seek to form the mext

government.
But neither looks set
to reach the Bl-seat

threshold for a major

ity. With 77 per cent of
ballots counted, Netan

yahu's bloc had 54 of
the 120 seats in par

liament and Eisenkot's
opposition had 49,

The final results
could still change but
one place of clear gains
was among Israeli Arab
lists which were set to

AFF photo

A Palestinian boy looks at an Israzli outpost on a hill overlooking the village of Umm Safa, northwest of Ramallah in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank, on Tuesday

jump to 17 seats.
Voters from the com-
munity, descendants
of Palestinians whao
stayed after Israel’s
creation and who make
up around 20 per cent
of the population, have
been enraged by the
Netanyahu EOVETTL
ment’s ultra-naticnal-
ist Jewish wision for
the country and the
Palestinian territories.
Yousef Jabareen,
head of the leftist Ar
ab-majority Joint List,

said the Israeli pub
lic had voted for new
leadership, and “"any
one who wants to of
fer a substantive and
genuine alternative to
Netanyahu's blood
soaked government
will have to talk to us”
“It's either the con
tinuation of racism, the
continuation of exclu
sion and the continu
ation of supremacy, or
a genuine Jewish-Arab
partnership,” he said.
Eisenkot has resist

Serbian police kill attacker
outside Israeli embassy

BELGRADE [AFP)
Serbian police killed
an attacker oputside the
Istaeli embassy in Bel
grade on Wednesday
after an officer was tar
geted in a “terrorist at
tack”, outgoing Interior
Minister Ivica Dacic
said.

“A minor whose iden
tity has yet to be es
tablished... attacked a
member of the police
with two knives while
shouting ‘Allahu Ak
bar'," Dacic said, also
raising the terrorism
threat to its highest
lewvel.

The interior ministry
said in a statement the
officer killed the at
tacker in self-defence
but suffered a minor
knife wound to the
face in the incident just
after midnight -early
Wednesday morning.

Outside the embassy,
AFP journalists saw
heavily armed special
police puarding its en
trance and patrolling
the street.

Dacic said security
services had been mon
itoring the attacker,
who was “known to be a
supporter of the Daesh
and was believed to be

AFF photo

A member of Serbia’s Gendarmerie stands guard at the
entrance to the Israeli embassy in Belgrade on Wednesday

from the western city
of Sabac”.

“His Instagram pro
file featured a black
flag and the Islamic
State emblem,” he add
ed. Dacic said the ter
rorism threat lewvel had
been raised to its high
est, or “red alert”,

“This means tighter
security checks and an
increased police pres
ence at sensitive sites,
including  infrastruc-
ture facilities and plac
es where large crowds
gather,” he said.

Israel’s foreign minis
try confirmed in a post
on X that no embassy
personnel were injured

and that it was investi
gating the incident.

Although such at
tacks are rare in Serbia,
the Israeli embaszsy in
Belgrade has heen tar
geted before.

In June 2024, an at
tacker armed with a
crossbow seriously
wounded a police of-
ficer puarding the em
bassy before being shot
dead by police.

The attacker was
identified at the time
as a 25-yearold man
from a village near Bel
grade who had convert-
ed to Islam and later
embraced extremist
views,

ed allying with Arab
parties. Netanyahu
during the campaign
relentlessly  attacked
the opposition by say
ing it would put Arabs
in power, running on
the slogan: “Either the
Right or Palestine”.
Yair Golan, the head
of Israel’s main left
wing party and a mem
ber of Eisenkot’s camp,
became the first mem
ber of the opposition
camp to call for an alli
ance with Arab parties,

“Netanyahu lost. I
know how to count to
120,” Golan said in a
social media post.

“We must no longer
accept Netanyahu's
racist division between
Jewish wotes and Arab
votes.”

But Eisenkot's camp
also includes right-
wingers who share
many of MNetanyahu's
hawkish wviews and
have adamantly reject
ed working with Arab
lawmakers.

Arab lawmakers
could ‘also give Ei
senkot support in par
liamentary wotes on
an ad hoc basis, ena
bling him to maintain
a minority government
without joining a coa
lition, although few
observers believe such
an arrangement would
survive for long.

Iran conflict

A lack of a clear ma-
jority for either camp
could mean weeks
spent trying to cobble
together coalitions,
with possible new elec
tions on the horizen if
negotiations fail.

“Maybe  everybody
lost in these elections
but the Arab parties.
And for the Arab par
ties, it's unclear that
they can make use of
their huge success,”
Hebrew University of
Jerusalem political
scientist Gideon Rahat
said.

A stalemate could
in the immediate term
benefit Netanyahu,
who would remain
caretaker prime minis
ter until a new govern
ment is formed.

Both Netanyahu and
Eisenkot appeared to
indicate another factor
was on the horizon — a
Israeli attack along
side the United States
on Iramn,

Netanyahu ordered
bomhbing  campaigns

against Iran both last
yvear and earlier this
year, reluctantly stop
ping only after Presi
dent Donald Trump
reached a now-mori
bund ceasefire.

In the days Ilead
ing up to the election,
MNetanyahu repeatedly
called for the owver
throw of Iran's govern
ment. MNews reports,
which Netanyahu de-
nied, said military top
brass pushed back on
his plans for pre-elec
tion action.

Trump has said that
the United States is
no longer negotiating
with Iran but will not
attack until after next
Tuesday's US midterm
elections, in which his
Republican Party is
forecast to lose ground.

Speaking to support
ers at a rally, Netanya
hu said that Israel had
a “unique opportunity”
with Trump to “forever
eliminate the existen
tial threat of Iran®.

Eisenkot in his own
post-election appear
ance warned Israel's
security chiefs that
they must serve the
national interests and
not the political needs
of Netanyahu, who
is a caretaker prime

minister “without a
mandate”.
“Netanyahu, don't

you dare uase Israel's
security for your po-
litical needs,” Eisenkot
said.

President's role

All eyes will be on Presi-
dent Isaac Herzog, who
usually keeps a low-key
ceremonial role but who
must decide whom to
taskwith the first chance
to form a government.

Herzog has reportedly
supported a unity gov
ernment, which could
take on more urgency if
Netanyahu attacks Iran,
although Eisenkot has
publicly ruled out serv-
ing with him.

Netanyahu, who has
served as prime minister
on and off for more than
19 years, has divided Is-
raeli society.

Facing criminal charg
es over corruption that
he denies, Netanyahu
has sought to revamp
the judiciary.

He has also allied with
farright champions of
extremist settlers who
attack Falestinians in
the West Bank with wir-
tual impunity.

Netanyahu is also
wanted by the Interna
tional Criminal Court
over Israel's devastating
war in Gaza, where resi-
dents expressed uncer
tainty Wednesday as to
what the outcome might
mean for them.

“Chur fear is that these
elections might result
in the emergence of an
even worse leader and
those who are more vio-
lent and bloodthirsty,”
displaced Gazan Huda
Al Houli told AFP.

Cuba wins UN vote against US embargo with

weakest backing in 30 years

UNITED NATIONS, Unit
ed States (AFP) The
UN General Assembly
on Wednesday adopted
a new resolution call-
ing for an end to the US
embargo against Cuba,
although support for the
communist-ruled island
fell to its lowest level in
three decades.

Nearly ewvery year
since 1992 similar reso-
lutions have been put to
a vote and passed, but
support for the measure
this year was markedly
lowver.

The resolution, which
has called for lifting
the economic, trade
and financial embargo
against the island, re
ceived 130 wotes in fa-
vour, with 17 against
and 25 abstentions. It
was the lowest level of
support since 1995,

The dehate this year,
however, is taking place
amid a major new pres
sure campaign by Wash
ington against Cuba, in-
cluding an oil blockade
and broad sanctions
that have severely crip-
pled Cuba's economy.

‘Gangster coercion’
In recent weeks, Havana

accused Washington of
mounting a diplomatic

offensive to pressure
countries into  with
drawing their support
for the Cuban resolu
tiom,

“The world has once
again spoken out over
whelmingly against the
blockade, even despite
the most blatant pres
sure and blackmail
from the US to change
the course of this
vote,” Cuban President
Miguel Diaz-Canel said
in a celebratory post
on X Wednesday, later
adding that the US en
gages in “gangsterlike
coercion”.

Speaking in New
York, Cuban Foreign
Minister Bruno Rod
ripuez accused Wash
ington of seeking to
“determine the nation's
destiny” and "seize” its
wealth.

In the minutes be
fore the wote, US am
bassador to the United
Mations Mike Waltz
denied that Cuba was
under a blockade and
said “the plight of the
Cuban people is exclu
sively the fault of this
corrupt communist
regime”.

“The reality is, to

AFP phato
The vote came a day after a dramatic shouting match on the floor of the UN General Assembly

day as we speak, there
is no ring of US Nawy
warships around Cuba.
Their ports are open.
In recent months, data
shows that shipments
have arrived,” from
around the world, he
added.

Shouting match

The vote came a day
after a dramatic shout
ing match on the floor
of the UN General As
semhly that at omne
point saw Rodriguez
approach Waltz and
shout, “You are a liar!”
as Waltz shouted for
him to back away.

Amid the interrup
tions, the chair hriefly
suspended the session
and instructed both
countries’ representa
tives to return to their
places.

In his speech argu
ing against the resclu-
tion on Tuesday, Waltz
held up pictures of Cu
ban leaders past and
present, including Di-
az-Canel, wearing luxm
ry watches, prompting
the Cuban delegation
to repeatedly smack
their desk in protest
and interrupt.

Waltz later held up
a satellite images and
detailed luxury estates,
boats and wvacations
that he claimed the
Castro family and Cu
ban officials enjoy.

“The regime can nev
er find enough fuel for
Cuban ambulances.
They can newver find
enough fuel for Cuban
busses. But when the
Castro family, the elites
that are sitting at that
table, want to go yacht
ing, suddenly, it's no
problem.” Waltz said.

Speaking on Fox
News on Wednesday
after the wvote, Waltz
said that the previous
day's debate, “got a lit
tle spicy”.

Turkey hosted Libya east-west reunification talks last week

ISTANBUL  (AFF)

Turkey hosted talks be
tween Libya's eastern
and western adminis
trations last week with
the goal of reunifying
them, a senior Turkish

official familiar with
the talks told AFP on
Wednesday.

Ankara is one of the
rare countries that
maintains ties with
both sides in Libya,

which has been di
vided between rival
leaderships since 2014

following the 2011
downfall of Muammar
Qadhafi.

“DMscussions have

so far focused prima
rily on military unifi
cation, while political
unity is expected to be
addressed at a later

stage,” the official said.

The talks, which took
place in the capital An-
kara, were attended by
military officials from
Libya's eastern and
western  administra
tions as well as diplo
mats, the source said,
adding that Turkey was
acting as a mediator
between the two sides.

Beset by instability
since the overthrow of
Qadhafi in a NATO-
backed uprising, Libya
is divided between a
UMN-recognised govern-
ment in Tripoli and a
rival administration in
the east backed by mili-
tary commander Khali
fa Haftar,

Turkey strongly
backed the Tripoli
based government dur

ing years of conflict
in Libya, but ties with
gastern authorities
have warmed signifi
cantly in recent years.

On  Friday, Turk
ish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan said the
time had come to re
unify the eastern and
western  administra
tions, hinting that an
announcement could
COIME SO0T.

“We have now
reached a stage where
the conditions are ripe
to permanently secure
the reunification of
the east and the west,”
Fidan said after host
ing a meeting of top
European  diplomats
and regional powers in
Istanbul.

“One of the most im

portant pillars of na
tional unification 1is
how the military units
currently controlled
separately by both
sides will be brought
together under a single
umbrella,” he added.

Us‘backing’

The Turkish official
who spoke to AFP on
Wednesday said that
no agreement had yet
been reached, but the
parties had agreed to
continue the talks.
“Turkey is the prior
ity to host the talks but
they could also take
place in Libya,” he said.
“Given that Ankara
now enjoys close ties
with both Libya's east
ern and western ad

ministrations, it is un
doubtedly in a stronger
position than any other
external actor to nego
tiate a compromise on
military and political
reunification,” Hamish
Kinnear, an analyst at
UK-based consulting
group Verisk Maple
croft, told AFP.

Turkish  mediation
comes as Washington
and the United Nations
are also pushing for the
reunification of the oil
rich country.

#Asked whether Turk-
ish and US plans con
flicted, a foreign ob
server told AFP that
Ankara and Washing
ton's positions “are, in
fact, aligned”.

“If there iz any sig
nificant friction, it is

primarily with the Eu
ropeans, who are deep
ly divided on this issue,
notably France and
Italy, as well as Russia,
which would see its in
fluence diminish,” the
observer commented.
Kinnear agreed
that Turkey's push for
what he described as
an “elite bargain” to
reunify Libya “likely
has the tacit backing of
Washington”,

Competition for power

Under the proposed US
plan for Libya's reuni-
fication, Abdulhamid
Dbeibah, who heads
the Tripoli-based gov-
ernment, would remain
prime minister, while
Saddam Haftar, the

pastern commander's
son, would become
head of the Presiden
tial Council.

Kinnear suggested
that the Turkish initia
tive might be “enough
to secure a tempo
rary reunification of
Libya's povernments”,
but warned that, in the
longer term, de-stahbil
ising competition for
greater power and in
fluence "is likely".

He gaid it was unlike
ly that these key fig
ures would relinquish
their direct influence
over militias loyal to
them and remain satis
fied with their formal
positions alone.

Last weelk, Libya's
eastern-based parlia
ment approved a mari

time demarcation deal
with Turkey, years af
ter rejecting it when it
was first signed.

The agreement has
drawn anger from
the European Union,
Greece, Israel and
Egypt, who denounced
it as an infringement of
their sovereign rights
and a wviclation of in
ternational law.

Turkey’'s  President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
lashed out at the criti-
cism, saying it had
“no legitimate basis”
speaking after a cabi-
net meeting on Monday.

Analysts say Libya's
approval gives Tar
key stronger political
backing for offshore
surveys and negotia
tions over exploration.
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Iran says discussing plan with
mediators to end war, reopen Hormuz

TEHRAN (AFP} — Iran's
Foreign DMinister Ab
bas Araghchi said on
Wednesday that Tehran
was discussing with me
diators ways to imple
ment a seven-day plan to
end the Middle East war
and reopen the Strait of
Hormuz.

“While our Brave
Armed Forces are fully
prepared to defend the
Homeland, Iran contin
ues to give diplomacy a
chance to succeed,” he
said in a post on XL

“We remain in close
and ongoing contact with
intermediaries to review
ideas that can ensure
implementation of our
7-Day Plan in even less
than a weelk."

The remarks come
amid mounting US and
Israeli threats of renewed
attacks against Iran fol
lowing their launch of the
war in February.

In September, Iran pro
posed a seven-day plan
that it conveyed to the
United States through
Oatar.

Araghchi said at the
time that under the plan,
Hormuz would reopen

Pedestrians walk past a large anti-lIsraeli billboard displayed in Enghelab Square in Tehran on Monday

within seven days if "nec
essary conditons”, in
cluding a ceasefire across
the Middle East, were

met.

Iran has also demand
ed the unfreezing of its
assets abroad, the lifting

of sanctions on its oil sec
tor, and an end to the US
naval hlockade.

IS5 news website Axios

reported on Wednesday
that regional mediators
led by Qatar were push
ing fora diplomatic deal”

(limate-threatened Fijian utopia rejects calls to relocate

By Ben Strang
Agence France-Presse

SERUA ISLAND, Fiji — As
the sun sets over Fiji's tiny
Serua Island, its climate
threatened  inhabitants
soak in one of the rea
sons they have rejected
attempts to relocate their
village — the “$100 mil
lion views",

The island looks like a
utopia from the mainland,
two steep palm-covered
knolls  sandwiching  its
low-lying centre, flanked
by coral reefs and rich
fishing prounds.

But it is on the island it
self that the risk from ris
ing seas becomes clearer,
with a concrete sea wall
providing the only defence
against waves that are al
ready swamping homes.

“The stronger the air
pressure, the higher the
waves. 5o the waves wash
through inside the wil
lage,” Serua Island resi
dent fAvenai Banuku told
AFE.

Dozens of homes are
in harm's way when oy
clomes hit Fiji, as are veg
etable crops and graves.

Water laps at the feet
of concrete piles where
homes and a hospital once
stood on the island’s east
ern end, and two homes
weere also moved from the
western side where land
has been washed aweay.

Despite the risks, most
residents say they would
rather strengthen the

This photo taken on October 9 shows a view of the ocean from Serua Island, Fiji, a low-lying
community facing the growing threat of rising sea levels

island's defences than
abandon their ancestral
home.

HRanuku remembers
when category five oy
clone Winston hit as a
child and the island's pop
ulation moved up one of
the island’s peaks to take
shelter.

“Terrifying,”
said of that night.

‘Al of the villagers,
when the chief mention
it, we go up. No one left
behind. We help everyone,
carry everything from the
house, food This is our
evacuation plan.”

Safe on higher pround,
Ranuku could hear“waves
going around, and the
roof of the houses being
washed away”.

From that same haven

Ranuku

on the hill, Ranuku ex
plained why the threat of
cyclones and sea level rise
doesn't deter people from
living on the island

“We love this island,
you know. Fresh air, go out
fishing every day, that's
why they dont want to
leave.

“Many pecple used to
say, they go to that house
on the hill to see the sun
set, its a $100 million
viewr”

Serua Village worked
with Habitat for Human
ity in 2025 to write a de
tailed disaster risk reduc
tion plan, as most of the
population rejected calls
for it to relocate.

Instead residents want
ed to protect their ances
tral home and the culture

linked to it.

The report found nearly
20 per cent of homes on
the island were in criti
cal condition, and just
three houses were strong
enough to withstand a
cyclone.

“Serua Island experi
ences more frequent sea
wall overtopping during
high tides and king tides,
saline intrusion affecting
soil fertility, and stand
ing water after rainfall,
elevating health risks,” the
report said.

“The assessment shows
there is a lack of natural
form of wave breakers on
Serua Island, and it is con
stantly threatened by sea
level rise and cyclones.

“More than 50 per cent
of houses have a combina

tion of unstable founda
tions and roofs, and weak
joints, walls, and bracing,
making these homes most
vulnerable to cyclones and
severe weather events.”

On receiving the report,
the village wasted no time
in working to strengthen
its resilience.

During AFF's wvisit in
October, dozens of work
ETS Were TIenovating
homes along the northern
coastline.

Flimsy walls and cor
rupgated iron roofing were
being removed and taken
by boat to the mainland.

Some homes had al
ready been raised to miti
gate flood risk, and others
would soon follow.

The report also recom
mended Improving access
to the island by building a
more robust path.

During low tide, it is
possible to walk the 750
metres to the island, guid
ed by a string of power
lines protruding from the
sea floor

But at high tide the only
access is by boat, and even
then the report said work
is needed to make dock
ing on the island safer and
easier

It is work Ranuku said
hiz village iz committed
o

“Why would we want
to leave?”, he said, looking
across the water to Fiji's
Coral Coast.

“We have $100 million
wiews.”

Jordan, Syria reaffirm deep

Continued frompage1

The two ministers
discussed the impli
cations of air strikes
carried out by the Jor
dan Armed Forces-
Arab Army on Monday
against sites belong-
ing to the Daesh terror
group. Safadi said the
strikes were based on
field intelligence and
aimed at neutralising
confirmed threats and
imminent terrorist op
erations targeting Jor

dan's security.

Safadi expressed
deep regret and sor
row over the deaths
of innocent civilians
during the opera-
tions targeting Daesh,
which he described as
a shared threat to both

countries.
He extended  his
heartfelt condolences

to the Syrian people
and wished those in
jured a speedy recovery.

He stressed that Jor
dan is equally com

mitted to protecting
the safety of Syrian
citizens and its own
citizens.

The two ministers
also emphasizsed the
close cooperation be
tween Jordan and Syria
in addressing common
challenges, particu
larly combating ter
rorism, and preventing
the smuggling of drugs
and weapons across
their shared border
through effective and
sustainable institu

relations

tional channels.
Recognising the im
portance of direct se
curity and field-level
coordination in their
joint efforts to combat
terrorism, protect ci
vilians and ensure the
highest standards of
accuracy and transpar
ency, the two ministers
agreed to establish
a joint security com
mittee to examine all
details and facts sur
rounding the recent op
erations, and follow up

on their implications.

The committes will
also work to develop
field-lewel and intel
lipence  coordination
mechanisms to address
terrorist threats while
safeguarding  Syrian
sovereignty and pro
tecting the lives of in
nocent civilians, in a
manner that reflects
the strength and resil
ience of the fratermal
relations between the
two countries and their
peoples.

to restart US-Iran talks
and prevent the resump
tion of war after the US
midterm elections on No
vember 3.

The report, citing US,
Israeli and other regional
sources, said the Cataris
were trying “to convince
Iran to allow UN inspec
tors to wvisit its bombed
nuclear sites in retumn
for some sanctions relief
from the US".

4 Oatari delegation vis
ited Tehran on Sunday for
talks to review dewelop
ments inclhiding the lat
est on negotiations, Hor
muz and energy supplies,
Iran said.

Since the war brolke out,
Iran has claimed control
over the Hormuz strait
and regularly targets ves
sels that attempt to cross
without its authorisation,
while the United States
has imposed a nawval
counter-blockade on Ira
nian ports.

Diplomatic efforts
to resolve the crisis re
main stalled, especially
since the collapse of a
June deal that laid out a
pathway to a permanent
settlement.

World Bank warns of
worsening food insecurity
as commodity prices soar

WASHINGTON [AFP)

The World Bank on
Wednesday warnad
that global commod
ity prices were set to
increase by 23 per cent
by the end of 2026, with
energy prices at four
year highs due to the
war on Iran and food
prices driven up by
global conflicts and El
Nina.

“Commeodity markets
are being hit by several
major shocks at once,”
said Ayhan Kose, the
World Bank's deputy
chief economist, in a
statement -accompany
ing the release of the or
ganisation’s Commod
ity Markets Outlook
report.

“Higher energy costs
and trade disTuptions
are driving up prices
across a broad range of
commodities, threaten
ing to worsen inflation,
food insecurity and eco
nomic growth."

Food prices were ex
pected to rise by 10 per
cent in 2026 and ancth
er 7 per cent next year,
due to conflict-affected
grain supply lines, the
effects of an extreme El
Nino phenomenon and

high fuel and fertiliser
prices.

El Nino is a naturally
occurring weather phe-
nomencn that is set to
bring higher tempera
tures to much of the
planet this year, with its
impact compounding
the effects of man-made
climate change.

For food producers,
it is expected to lead to
more flooding, droughts
and heat stress across
multiple regions.

Energy prices are
projected to see an in
crease of 32 per cent
this year hefore moder
ating in 2027, the World
Bank report said, as
suming that conflicts in
Iran and Ukraine do not

intensify.

Global energy and
fertiliser prices have
skyrocketed since the

United States and Israel
launched a war against
Iran in late February,
plumging the Middle
East into violence.

Iran responded with
attacks on US allies in
the region and wvirtu
ally choked the Strait
of Hormuz — a key oil,
natural gas and ferti
liser supply route.

AFP phato

The prime minister described the move as a significant milestone in Ethiopia's efforts to
strengthen its national defence and security capabilities

Ethiopia receives

12 Russian fighter jets

ADDIS ABABA (AFF)

Ethiopia has taken
delivery of 12 Rus
sian fighter jets, Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed
announced on Wednes
day on the sidelines of
the third Russia-Africa
summit, as tensions
with neighbouring Eri
trea remain high.

Ethiopian forces
have pushed right up
to the Eritrean border
in recent weeks after
repelling an advance
by Eritrea-backed
rebels in its northern
Tigray state.

Ethiopia and Eritrea
broke diplomatic ties
this month, but Abiy
and Eritrean President
Isaias Afwerki are both
attending the Russia
Africa summit, held on
Wednesday and Thurs
day in Moscow, which
is  hosting delega
tions from 48 African
nations.

“We have today
taken delivery of the
first twelve Su-35 4++
Generation fighter
jets,” the Ethiopian

leader stated om X,

under a “prior agree
ment with the Russian
government”.

We are
interested

in Ethiopia
and Eritrea
normalising
their relations’

He did not provide
further details.

Ethiopia will also
receive four “5-400 air
defence system batter
ies”, he added.

Abiy called it a “his
toric achievement” that
would allow Ethiopia

to continue “ensuring
our collective security
and regional stability”.

Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov
said on Tuesday that
the summit could be a
forum for rapproche
ment between the frac
tious Horn of Africa
neighbours.

“We are interested in
Ethiopia and Eritrea
normalising their re
lations," Lavrov said,
adding Moscow would
“provide every oppor
tunity for arranging

contact” during the
summit.
Eritrea, ruled by

Isaias since achieving
independence in 1993,
fears that landlocked
Ethiopia will invade to
selze access to the Red
Sea.

It was one of only
five nations to vote
alongside Syria and
North Korea — against
a United Nations reso-
lution in March 2022
demanding the with
drawal of Russian
forces from Ukraine.

Cabinet approves satellite investment incentives, circular economy roadmap

Continued from page1

The draft regulation
implements the Local
Administration Law
No. 16 of 2026 and ena
bles the Independent
Election Commission
to proceed with prepa
rations for municipal
elections in the first

half of 2027. It sets
the number of coun
cil members and di
vides electoral districts
across 104 municipali
ties in the Kingdom.
The draft also raises
the guota for women
on municipal councils
to 30 per cent, up from
25 per cent under the

Adminis
and sets
of coun

2021 Local
tration Law,
the number
cil members in newly
established munici
palities, including Bani
Obeid, Ghor Al Mazra'a,
Jreineh and Rajm Al
Shami.

The Cabinet also ap
proved the walidat

ing reasons for draft
amendments to the
Criminal Procedure
Law of 2026, referring
them to the Legislation
and Opinion Bureau for
further procedures.

The amendments aim
to unify criminal proce
dures, strengthen fair
trial guarantees and

the right to defence,
improve arrest and de
tention procedures, and
accommodate techno
logical advances and
digital transformation.

The proposed amend
ments also seek to mod
ernise judicial appeals
and allow defendants
in criminal cases to ap

point lawyers to attend
trial sessions on their
behalf instead of ap
pearing in person. They
alzso address the man
agement of seized and
confiscated assets and
funds.

The Cabinet further
approved the reasons
for draft amendments

to the Execution Law of
2026, aimed at dipitis
ing enforcement proce
dures, accelerating debt
recovery and reducing
PTESSUTE O COUTLS,

The proposals in
clude expanding early
spizure powers, Tequir
ing debtors to disclose
their assets and in

come, allowing debtors
to sell seized assets
under the supervision
of the Execution De
partment and permit
ting seized wehicles to
be kept at a location
chosen by the debtor
against a pguarantee
for their return when
requested.
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When social
cohesion becomes
an economic asset

By Raad Mahmoud Al-Tal

more than the size of its gross domestic prod-

uct, the volume of investment, or the natural
resources and infrastructure a country possesses.
Behind these wizsible indicators lie intangible assets
that are equally important to economic prosperity.
Mutual trust, social cohesion, a sense of security
and a shared national identity may not appear di-
rectly in national accounts, but they play a funda-
mental role in protecting economic wealth, encour-
aging productive activity and sustaining long-term
development.

The painful events that have recently taken place
in Karak invite us to reflect on the relationship be-
tween social stability and economic well-being.
This is not about reducing a human tragedy to its
financial consequences. Rather, it is about recog-
nising a fundamental economic truth: People and
the communities they build are at the heart of every
productive economy.

Economists capture this dimension through the
concept of social capital, which refers to the net-
works of trust, cooperation, and shared wvalues
that enable individuals and institutions to work
together effectively. When trust is strong, transac-
tions become easier, partnerships are more likely to
succeed, and the costs of monitoring and enforcing
agreements can decline. Businesses can cooperate
more confidently, institutions can function more ef
fectively and individuals are better able to pursue
shared economic objectives.

Conwversely, when trust weakens, economic rela
tionships become more difficult and costly. Busi-
nesses may face preater uncertainty, cooperation
may diminish and investors may become more cau-
tious. Social cohesion, therefore, is not simply a de-
sirable social condition. It is an important founda-
tion for economic stability and sustainable growth.

Investment decisions are shaped by more than tax
rates, interest rates, labour costs and access to fi-
nance. Investors also consider the broader environ-
ment in which businesses operate, including public
safety, social stability and confidence in institu-
tions. A stable society provides the predictability
that businesses need to make long-term commit-
ments, create jobs and expand productive capacity.

The economic consequences of violence also ex-
tend beyond immediate physical damage and finan-
cial losses. They can include psychological distress,
weakened community relationships, declining
confidence and disruptions to everyday economic
activity. Such costs may not be recorded under a
single item in the national budget, but they can af-
fect productivity, social welfare, and the capacity
of communities to contribute to economic develop-
ment.

In Karak, as in every governorate across Jordan,
social solidarity remains an important part of
the country's social fabric. Preserving this fabric
against hatred, fear and division is not only a social
responsibility. It is also essential to protecting the
conditions in which people work, businesses invest
and communities prosper.

One of the greatest risks following a crime is that
its consequences may extend beyond the immediate
victims and become a source of wider fear, gener-
alisation and social division. Responsibility must
remain with those who commit the crime. The ac-
tions of individuals must never be used to justify
blaming an entire religious or social group. Collec-
tive blame undermines trust, weakens social bonds
and threatens the wvery cohesion on which a stable
society depends.

Jordan's strength lies in the bonds that unite its
people: Brotherhood, mutual respect, solidarity and
a shared sense of belonging to one nation. Under
the Hashemite leadership, which has consistently
emphasised national unity and human dignity,
these values remain central to the country's identi-
ty. The Jordanian family, in its broadest sense, rep-
resents a shared commitment to standing together
in times of hardship, supporting one another and
safeguarding the common pood.

Nations are built not only through natural re-
sources, financial capital and physical infrastruc-
ture, but also through the trust their people place
in one another and their ability to overcome adver-
sity without surrendering to division, Social cohe-
sion should therefore be recognised as more than a
moral or cultural value_ It is a strategic national as-
set that strengthens stability, supports investment,
enhances productive capacity and creates a firmer
foundation for sustainable development.

The strength of an economy is measured by

Jordan must act alone against
terrorism when others fail to act

o country has support-
Ned Syria as Jordan has,

and no people have wel-
comed Syrians as warmly as
the Jordanians have, Period.

Having stated this frankly,
proudly and uneguiveocally, I
can confidently point to fur
ther established facts about
Jordanian-Syrian relations.

Belations between Amman
and Damascus appeared to be
on a sound footing following
the fall of Bashar Assad's re-
gime in December 2024. How-
ever, tensions appeared to sur
face after Jordan carried out
an air strike against terrorist
targets in southern Syria on
Monday.

Behind those strikes lies a
deeper story: Jordan's growing
frustration with Syria's failure
to curb the presence of radical
groups operating in the coun-
try's south, close to Jordan's
northern berder.

According to information
available to me, Amman has
repeatedly urged Damascus to
take decisive action against
extremist organisations oper-
ating along the two countries’
approximately 400-kilometre
border. These groups, accord-
ing to senior Jordanian securi
ty sources, have been involved
in drug-smuggling operations
targeting Jordan.

More troublingly, I have also
learned that some of these
groups have cooperated with
Israel in activities aimed at
destabilising Jordan.

History offers a reminder of
how seemingly incompatible
forces can find common ground
when their interests converge.

In 2014,
the Daesh
extremist
group and
elements
of former
Baathist
network co
operated in
Irag despite
their ideo-
logical dif
ferences.

The ques-
tion, then, is why Syria’s new
rulers have not done more to
confront extremist organisa-
tions in the country’s war-rav-
aged south.

According to  Jordanian
sources, the Syrian authorities
are grappling with an array of
problems and challenges as
they attempt to rebuild state
institutions and restore stabil
ity. These competing demands
may have limited their capac
ity to address the threat effec-
tively.

Syrian sources, however, of-
fer another explanation. They
suggest that the government's
inaction may also reflect inter-
nal ideological divisions, argu-
ing that some officials within
the new administration con-
tinue to hold extremist views
that complicate the authori
ties’ efforts to establish a co
herent governing approach.

There is much more to be
said about these competing ex
planations. But the central is
sue remains clear: Jordan can-
not afford to leave its national
security dependent on another
country’s ability or willing
ness to act.

Raed Omari

Jordan has confronted Dae-
sh-related threats in Syria be
fore, and it may once again find
itself compelled to act when it
believes that the danger can
not be contained through co
operation alone.

Jordan has shown
extraordinary
solidarity with the
Syrian people.Itis
now asking Damascus
to demonstrate that
solidarity in return by
taking meaningful
action against the
groups threatening
their shared security

As such, the recent airstrikes
were not intended to destabi-
lise Syria or violate its sover
eignty, as some critics have
argued. Rather, they should be

understood, in Jordan's wview,
as a security measure directed
at a common threat: Terrorism,

For more than 15 years, Jor-
dan has faced repeated terror-
ist threats and attacks, includ
ing the Irbid cell, the Karak
attack, the Rukban bombing
and the Salt incident. More
recently, the attack on Hmoud
Church last Friday has added
to those concerns. The of-
ficial Jordan has repeatedly
linked warious security threats
to Daesh and its networks in
Syria.

These experiences have re-
inforced a fundamental lesson
for Jordan: Threats originating
beyond its borders can hawve
direct and devastating conse-
quences at home.

Cooperation with Damascus
remains essential. A stable
Syria is in Jordan's interest,
and effective coordination be-
tween the two countries would
serve both peoples. But co-
operation cannot become an
excuse for inaction when an
immediate threat to Jordan's
security persists.

Ultimately, every state has
a duty to protect its citizens:
When mneighbouring authori
ties are unable or unwilling
to address threats emanating
from their territory, Jordan
may conclude that it has no
choice but to act on its own.

Jordan hasz shown extraor-
dinary selidarity with the Syr-
ian people. It is now asking
Damascus to demonstrate that
solidarity in return by tak-
ing meaningful action against
the groups threatening their
shared security.

Beyond Netanyahu: What Israel’s

election means for Palestinians

By Ramzy Baroud

In the past, many Palestin-

ians and Arabs followed Is-
raeli elections closely.

They did so not because they
entertained illusions that a
Zionist leader would deliver
peace and justice, dismantle
the occupation or remove il-
legal settlements. Rather, they
feared that some Israeli lead-
ers were worse than others.
They hoped to avert the worst-
Case sCenario.

Ower time, however, that dis-
tinction gave way to the belief
that all Israeli leaders were es-
sentially the same. This is not
pessimism. It is experience.

Consider, for example, the
expansion of illegal Jewish
gsettlements during the Oslo
peace process under Israeli
prime minister Yitzhak Rabin.

Between 1992 and 19495, the
number of Israeli settlers in
the West Bank, excluding East
Jerusalem, increased from
111,673 to 140,235 — a rise of
more than 25 per cent, accord-
ing to the Palestinian Central
Bureau of Statistics, drawing
on Israeli statistical records.

The same pattern continued
under the Labour government
of Ehud Barak.

Within his first six months,
Barak's government issued
tenders for 3,196 settlement
housing units, exceeding the
annual average under his
right-wing predecessor, Ben-
jamin Netanyahu.

When Naftali Bennett formed
a coalition government in June
2021 that included the Arab
party Ra'am, settlement ex-
pansion continued unabated.

According to Peace Now, the
Bennett-Lapid government
advanced plans for 7,292 set.
tlement housing units during
its first year, a 26-per cent in-
crease over the annual aver-
age recorded under previous
MNetanyahu governments.

The settlements are them-
selves a driving force behind
the occupation. They require
land, and therefore land con
fiscation; protection, and
therefore an expanded military
presence; water, roads and in-
frastructure, and therefore the
appropriation of Palestinian
resources. Together, these ele-
ments deepen dispossession
and generate further Israeli
violence.

According to the Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics,
the West Bank contained 645

Israeli settlement sites, out
posts and other occupation in-
stallations by the end of 2025,
including 350 settlement out
posts.

The Palestinian Coloniza-
tion and Wall Resistance Com-
mission reported that Israeli
authorities targeted approxi-
mately 29,335 dunums of Pal
estinian land through declara-
tions of so-called “state land"
between October 2023 and Au
gust 2026 — one of the largest
waves of such land appropria-
tion since Oslo.

Israeli media have
spent the past three
years reporting on
major disagreements
between the
government, military
establishment,
intelligence agencies
and political
oppaosition over
what should

happen in Gaza

By September 2026, the Com-
mission had also documented
the advancement or consid
eration of plans for more than
18,000 additional settlement
housing units across the West
Bank and occupied East Jeru-
salem.

Alongside this expansion is
the wviolence unfolding across
the West Bank.

By the end of 2023, the West
Bank had experienced its
deadliest year for Palestinians
since the UN began systemati-
cally recording casualties in
2005.

The Colonisation and Wall
Resistance Commission doc-
umented 23,827 attacks by

Israeli forces and settlers
against Palestinians and their
property during 2025 alone. In
the first seven months of 2026,
settler attacks increased by 63
per cent compared with the
corresponding peried of the
Previous year.

Typically, this viclence, car-
ried out by the Israeli occu
pation army and armed ille-
gal settlers, is contextualized
within the ongoing genocide
in Gaza. But violence in the
West Bank also serves anoth-
er purpose beyond collective
punishment: The confiscation
of Palestinian orchards, the
annexation of land, the expan
sion of settlements and the
crushing of Palestinian resist
ance, including nonwviclent op-
position to this colonial enter-
Frise.

Any Israeli candidate in the
October 27 elections who sup-
ports settlement expansion
does so with full knowledge of
its consequences: Further dis
possession, military occupa
tion, annexation and violence.

The  difference between
prime minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, finance minister
Bezalel Smotrich and national
security minister Itamar Ben
Gvir, and politicians presented
as less extreme, is often one of
language, strategy and timing.

Former Israeli military chief
and ¥Yashar Party leader Gadi
Eisenkot, for example, openly
supports the expansion of Is
raeli settlements in the occu-
pied West Bank, despite his
reputation as a more ‘moder
ate’ alternative to Netanyahu,

What, then, about Gaza?

Who among Israel’s leading po
litical fipures is promising to end
the genocide, lift the siege, ensure
unrestricted humanitarian  aid,
restrain the army or investigate
violations of internatiomal law?
None.

Israeli media have spent the
past three years reporting on
major disagreements between
the povernment, military es
tablishment, intelligence
agencies and political opposi-
tion over what should happen
in Gaza.

Yet, Eisenkot has pledged to
end Hamas' rule in Gaza with-
in 18 months of taking office,
whether through the Trump
framework or through contin
ued war.

For his part, opposition
leader and former Prime Min

ister ¥air Lapid has proposed
placing Gaza under Egyptian
administration for 15 years,
effectively shifting responsi-
bility for Israel’s actions onto
Arab states.

Former prime minister Naf-
tali Bennett, meanwhile, sup-
ports continued Israeli mili-
tary control until Palestinian
groups are disarmed.

The dizsagreement, therefore,
is often over how Israel should
achieve its objectives, rather
than whether those objectives
should change.

Other major disagreements
primarily concern Israeli so-
ciety: the conscription of ul-
tra-Orthodox Jews, judicial
reform, accountability for the
failures of October 7.

But these disputes should
not be confused with the gues-
tions that matter most to Pal-
estinians.

If Netanyahu succeeds in
forming another right-wing
coalition, the policies of occu-
pation, settlement expansion
and military confrontation
will continue, potentially with
renewed momentum.

If Israel produces a broader
coalition, its members may
reach compromises over judi-
cial reform, conscription and
other domestic disputes. The
occupation, however, is unlike-
ly to become the central point
of disagreement.

More troubling still, even a
government leaning toward
the center-left might succeed
in presenting Israel to the in-
ternational community as a
country ready to move beyond
the image it acquired during
three years of genocide, with-
out fundamentally changing
its conduct on the ground.

The international commu-
nity must therefore remain
vigilant. It cannot allow a fu
ture Israeli pgovernment to
present itself as a peacemaker,
or sell the illusion of a newly
reformed Israel, while contin-
uing to invest in settlements,
occupation, war and genocide.

Ramzy Baroud is a journalist, author
and the editor of The Palestine
Chronicle. He Is the author of nine
books. His latest books are *Before the
Flood “iSeven Storles Press) and "Gaza
Rising” {Clarity Press). His other books
include QOur Vision Ffor Liberation,
"My Father Was a Freedom Flghter"
and “The Last Earth” Baroud is a non-
resident senlor research fellow at the
centre for |slam and Global Affairs
{CiGn)



Thursday, October 29, 2026

THE JORDAN TIMES

JPMCrecords net profit of JD315.1m
in first 9 months 2026 — data

Company'’s data shows a 7.9 per cent increase in sales revenue

AMNMAN JT) Jor
dan Phosphate Mines
Company [JPMC) has
recorded a net profit
of JD315.1 million
through the end of the
third quarter of this
VEar.

This fipure was
achieved despite chal
lenges posed by geo-
political developments
in the region, sharp in
creases in the costs of
essential production
inputs, and disrup
tions to shipping and
supply chains.

The company's fi
nancial data shows a
7.9 per cent increase in
sales revenue, reach
ing JD1.101 billion, up
from JD1.020 billion
during the same pe
rind last year, driven
by an increase in sales
volume.

The sharp rise in
raw material prices
impacted production
costs, mainly, the price
of sulfur surged by
165.7 per cent and the
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Jordan Phosphate Mines Company records a net profit of J0315.1 million through the end of the third quarter of 2026

cost of ammonia rose
by 58.4 per cent, com
pared with the same
period last year.

Due to regional con-
ditions, the company
faced frequent inter
ruptions in natural
gas supplies during

this period.
Consequently, the
company had to har
ness available alterna
tives at an additional
cost to ensure the con
tinuity of its produc
tion lines and meet its
obligations to clients

in global markets.

As part of its efforts
to slash expenditures,
the company cut its
administrative EX
penses by B per cent,
compared to the same
pericd last year.

The company con

tinues to implement
“strategic” plans,
aimed at enhanc

ing productivity and
rationalising costs,
which would safe
guard shareholder in
terests and support
the national economy.

BUSINESS

Chemicals giant BASF raises profit

guidance after Iran war
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FRANEFURT, Germany
[AFP) — German chemi-
cals giant BASF raised
its 2026 profit outlook
for the second time this
year on Wednesday af
ter increasing prices
to clients following the
outhreak of the Iran
War.

The maker of prod
ucts ranging from au
tomotive paints to sun
screen ingredients now
expects a core profit of
7.4 billion to 7.8 billion
euros ($8.2 to $8.7 hil
lion) this year, up from
a previpus forecast of
6.9 billion to 7.7 billion
Euros.

BASF's earnings have
been hoosted after it
hiked prices for some
goods in March by up
to 20 per cent in re
sponse to surging costs
for energy and other
raw materials because
of the US-Israeli war
against Iran.

The company said
Wednesday that its
core profit in the third
quarter rose 15 per cent
from the period last
year to 1.6 billion euros.

Owerall sales were
up 14 per cent over the
period at 164 hillion

price hikes

U

The logo of German chemical giant BASF is pictured at its
headquarters in Ludwigshafen, western Germany
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"The increase was
mainly driven by con
siderably higher prices
[plus 12 per cent] and
slightly higher wol
umes [plus 2 per cent],"
the company said in a
statement.

The results come as
the European chemi
cals industry is under
major pressure from
high energy prices and
increasingly  intense
competition from Asian
rivals,

BASF is undertak
ing a major restructur
ing, cutting thousands
of jobs at its historic
German headquarters
in Ludwigshafen after

opening  earlier this
year a major chemical
complex in China to
serve Asian markets.

The company is also
exploring the multibil
lion-eure  acquisition
of its German rival Ev-
onik, saying the com
bination could let it
obtain feedstocks and
precursor chemicals at
lower cost.

“This is a serious at-
tempt,” Chief Executive
Markus Kamieth told a
press conference about
the proposed merger.

“WWe're committed,
this is certainly not
something that is going
to drag on for years,"” he
said.

US Fed holds interest rates
steady despite surging inflation

WASHINGTON  (AFP)

The US Federal Re
serve (Fed) on Wednes
day held interest rates
steady, in line with
market expectations,
days ahead of cru
cial midterm elections
where surging infla
tion has been a key
issue.

The 12-member Fed
eral Open Market Com
mittee (FOMC] wvoted
10-2 to hold rates at a
target range bhetween
3.75to 4 per cent, citing
the need for more data
in the fight apainst
inflation, after hawv
ing hiked for the first
time in three years at
its previous meeting in
September.

“The accumulation of
more information will
help the Committes
determine the policy
stance appropriate to
ensure a timely re
turn of inflation to the
Committee's 2 per cent
goal,” the Fed said in a
statement announcing
its decision.

Two members of the

committes, Governor
Lisa Cook and Cleve
land Fed President

Beth Hammack dis
sented, calling instead
for an immediate 0.25
percentage-point rate
hike.

The central bank has
missed its long-term 2
per cent target for in
flation for more than
five years, with house
holds and businesses
battered by sustained
price increases.

US President Donald
Trump s war on Iran,
launched in late Feb
ruary, has sent energy
prices skyrocketing
and fuelled domestic
inflation, alongside
his wide-ranging tariff
policies.

Prices have also been
driven by an invest
ment boom in artificial
intelligence {AI} tech
nology and the build
out of huge data cent
ers to support it.

The decision comes
six days ahead of the
MNovember 3 midterm
elections, in which the
Democratic Party is
seeking to wrest con
trol of both houses of
Congress from Trump's
Republicans.

Trump's handling of
the economy has been

Areporter rubs their face as Federal Reserve Chair Kevin Warsh answers questions as he delivers
remarks during a news conference following the Federal Open Market Committes meetings at

AFP photo

Federal Reserve Headquarters on October 28, 2026 in Washington, DC

a key issue throupgh
out the campaign, with
working-class house
holds across the coun
try struggling to make
ends meet despite
largely stable owverall
economic growth.

US consumer infla
tion came in hotter
than expected in Sep
tember, clocking in at
3.7 per cent, edging
back towards a three
year high established
in May.

'In terms of the
economics of
it, | don't totally
understand the
logic’

still, key policymak

ers at the Fed in
cluding Warsh — have
signalled that they

did not see an urgen
cy to raise rates again
immediately.

Speaking in EBang
kok earlier this month,
Warsh said that US eco
nomic conditions had
“broadly conformed"” to
policymakers' expecta
tions, fueling specula
tion that the Fed may
pause at the October
meeting.

On Wednesday, the
Fed said economic ac
tivity in the United
States was expanding
at a "strong” pace, up
grading itz language

from the FOMC meet
ing six weeks prior.

‘Don't understand
the logic'

Wendy Edelberg, sen
ior fellow at the Brook
ings Institution, told
AFP hefore the meeting
that a decision to hold
after raising rates in
September was poten
tially contradictory,
given the labour mar
ket the Fed's other
mandate has been
largely stable.

"In terms of the eco
nomics of it, I don't
totally understand the
logic,” she said.

"If there was a rea-
son to raise interest
rates at the last meet
ing, I think that there's
just as compelling of
an economic reason to
raise interest rates at
this meeting.”

The Fed has a dual
mandate to maintain
maximum employment
while keeping inflation
to its long-term target.

It achieves this goal
largely using one tool:
The economy's key in-
terest rate. Raising
rates tends to cool in
flation but can also
dampen economic ac
tivity; lowering them
can Spur economic
activity but also fuel
inflation.

The US unemploy
ment rate has been
largely stable arpound
4.2 per cent over the
last wear, with job
growth mostly in posi
tive territory albeit
driven by a few sectors.

Other advanced

economies hawve also
been grappling with
high inflation, and on
Wednesday Canada's
central bank raised its
key rate to 2.5 per cent,
its first hike since July
2023,

Attacks on Fed

Loretta Mester, former
head of the Cleveland
Fed, took part in FOMC
meetings during her
tenure and insisted
that the committee did
not "take into account
any kind of political is-
sues” when it debated
monetary policy.

Still, Trump  has
loomed large over the
Fed since he returned
to power last year.

In his second term,
he has led an unprec
edented assault on
the Fed's independ
ence, pursuing crimi
nal charges against
Warsh's predecessor
Jay Powell and at
tempting to fire Gov
ernor Cook as he de
manded lower interest
rates.

While the probe
against Powell was
dropped to smooth
the way for Warsh's
Senate confirmation,
the White House has
recently renewed its
drive to fire Cook
despite a Supreme
Court decision that
batted back an earlier
attempt.

“I don't think it's po
ing to stop because I
think it's in the nature
of this administration
to continue those at
tacks,” said Mester.

ASEZA, Uzbek delegation explore
industrial investment, trade opportunities

AMNMAN [TT} The
Agaba Special Economic
Zone Authority (ASEZA)
held talks with a delega-
tion from Uzbeldstan on
Wednesday to explore
investment and trade
opportunities and poten
tial partnerships with
industrial companies in
Agaba, on the sidelines
of the Special Operations
Forces Exhibition and
Conference 2026.

ASEZA Commissioner
for Economic Affairs and
Investment Mohammad
Abu Omar said Agaba
offers significant oppor
tunities for industrial
investment and export
growth, supported by its
competitive advantages
and the production ca-
pacity of companies
operating in the zone
These factors position
Agaba as a gateway to
international markets.

Discussions focused
on facilitating access for
Uzbek products to the

Bhate Courtesy of ASEZA

The Agaba Special Economic Zone Authority holds talks with a delegation from Uzbekistan on
Wednesday to explore investment and trade opportunities

US market through Jor
dan and expanding the
presence of Agaba-made
products in European
markets, according to a
statement by ASEZA
ASEZA commissioner
said the wvisit included
meetings  with  major
garment  manufactur
ers in Agaba to connect
Uzbek investors with
local companies and
explore industrial coop

eration and investment
partnerships aimed at
expanding production,
increasing exports and
accessing new markets.

The delegation was
also briefed on the expe-
rience of garment manu
facturers in Agaba and
their achievements in
production and exports,
highlighting the zone's
ability to attract indus
trial investment, sup

US stocks rise as Al boosts tech shares

NEWYORK (AFP) —Wall
Street stocks rose early
on Wednesday behind
improved —momentum
for artificial intelligence
(All shares, as markets
awaited a Federal Re
serve (Fed) decision.
After worries about
financing for massive
AT projects dogged tech

shares last week, the
sector has benefitted
from upbeat develop
ments in recent days,
most recently strong re
sults from South Korean
chip giant SK hynix.
About 10 minutes
into trading, the Dow
Jones Industrial Awver
age was up (L1 per cent

at 52,444.92.

The broad-based S&P
500 gained 0.2 per cent
to 7,735.55, while the
tech-rich Nasdag Com
posite Index advanced
0.2 per cent to 26,540.86.

Upcoming results
from Microsoft, Amazon
and Google parent Al
phabet will test whether

port hbusiness growth
and foster international
partnerships.

Abu Omar said ASE-
ZA continues to attract
high-quality investment
and expand interna
tional partnerships to
enhance the competi
tiveness of the industrial
sector and strengthen
Agaba’s position as a
regional hub for produc
tion, trade and exports.

the latest round of AT en
thusiazsm is extended or
begins to wane.

The market is also set
to weigh Wednesday's
Fed decision. While n
flation continues to ex-
ceed the cemtral bank's
limits, the Fed is expect-
ed to hold rates steady
this time.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

ANMAN (TT)

by 3.90 per cent.

Amman Stock Exchange (ASE)
trading wvalue for Wednesday amounted to
JD15.8 million spread over 5.1 million shares
that traded through 4,982 transactions.

The ASE share price index shed 0.93 per
cent, closing at 4114.89 points.

Out of 104 companies whose shares were
traded, the share price of 30 companies rose
while the share price of another 39 declined.

Topping the list of the companies whose
shares gained the most were Philadelphia
Pharmaceuticals by 6.12 per cent, Rumm Fi
nancial Brokerage by 4.32 per cent, Int'l Ara
bian Development and Investment Trading
Company by 4.17 per cent, Jordanian Expatri
ates Investment Holding by 3.75 per cent and
Jordan Dairy by 3.63 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the
most were Jordan Express Tourist Transport
by 7.11 per cent, Jordan Phosphate Mines by
4.35 per cent, Amwaj Properties by 4.17 per
cent, Deera Investment and Real Estate De
velopment Company by 4 per cent, and Jor
danian Real Estate Company for Development
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Calls to revisit Social Security
dependency supplements

1 become key

By Hadeel El Bis

he question of dependency

supplements under Jordan's

Social Security Law is back

in the spotlight, with grow-

ing calls to review the rel-

evant provisions in line with
the principle of equality between men and
women. Economic and social change has
made women a central partner in suppott-
ing families and, in many cases, the main
breadwinner.

The debate follows an article by Dr
Sawsan Al Daajah of the Higher Popu-
lation Council, which examined how
women are treated equally with men in
insurance obligations throughourt their
vears of contribution, yet differently in
some benefits at retirement. The sticking
point is the requirement to prove depend-
ency status in order to receive supple-
ments to a retirement pension.

Daajah argues that the issue is not about
securing extra privileges for women, but
about fairness and consistency in the
philosophy of the legisladon. If men and
women are subject to the same dedue-
tions and contributions, she says, it fol-
lows that basic retirement entitlements
should rest on neutral insurance rules,
and that any social supplements should
be tied to actual dependency, need and
family responsibilities rather than tradi-
tional assumptions about gender,

Fairness, she adds, cannot stop at
equal financial deductions followed by a

breadwinners

return to traditional roles when benefirs
are distributed. Legislation must reflect
a changing social reality in which women
shoulder a growing share of economic
responsibility within the family.
According to the Department of Statis-
tics, women head around 18.2 per cent of
Jordanian households. The figure points
tothe widening scope of women's respon-
sibility for supporting families and making
economic decisions, whether through
widowhood, divorce or migration, or
because they are the primary earner.

Dependency: proof of status,
not discrimination

Moussa Al Subaihi, an expert in insur-
ance and social protection and a legal
specialist, says the Social Security Law, in
essence and philosophy, does not discrim-
inate berween men and women in insur-
ance rights. The exceptions, he notes, are
provisions that amount to positive dis-
crimination, reflecting the nature and
circumstances of women's work.

He points to the retirement age
for old-age pensions. Women
may retire at 55 and can carry
on working if they wish, while
the age formen is 60. The con-
tribution period required for
a hazardous-occupation pen-
sionisalso shorter for women,
at1jyears against 18 for men.

On the most contentious
point, dependency supple-
ments, Subaihi says the law \
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makes no distinction between men and
women in the underlying entitlement.
Instead, it links the supplement to proof
of dependency status as set out in the law.

He cites Article 8¢, which provides
for an increase in the old-age or early-
retirement pension of an insured man or
womarn in respect of the family members
they support, subject to the conditions
and controls laid down in the law,

The difference, he explains, lies in how
dependency is proved, not in the right
itself. A man is not usually asked to prove
that he supports his children, since he is
legally obliged to provide maintenance
under existing legislation, A woman, by
contrast, must present a certificate of
dependency or other legal documents
showing that she is the actual breadwin-

@

ner for the family or children, where she
bears the cost of their upkeep.

Awoman is entitled to a supplement for
her children onee itis established that she
is their main provider, whether becanse
her husband has died or is absent,
because they are separated, or in other
caseswhere she bears the cost of mainte-
nance. She may also receive a supplement
for her husband if the Social Security Cor-
poration's medical committee has found
him totally incapacitated and he has no
income or work.

Subaihi adds that social security is
founded on achieving social justice. For
that reason, most systems do not allow a
husbhand and wife both to receive a sup-
plement for the same children, as that
would give the family a double benefit for
the same circumstance, contrary to the
philosophy of social protection.

Achanging reality calls
for review

Al Subaihi nonetheless acknowl-
edges that the economic and social
reality of Jordanian families has
changed fundamentally. Men
are no longer the sole bearers
of financial responsibility. In
many households women are
essential partners in meet-
ing costs, and may earn more
or be the family's de facto
breadwinner.
These changes, he says, call
for a fresh look at some legislative
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concepts around dependency, so that the
benefit goes to the party who serves the
family's interests best.

He givesthe example of a husband with
a pension of 200 dinars and a wife with a
pension of 1,000 dinars. Granting the sup-
plement to the wife in such a case could
benefit the family more, he argues, and
this could be regulated through legisla-
tive amendments or clear implementing
regulations.

Any future review ofthe law, he stresses,
nyust balance social justice with the finan-
cial sustainability of the Social Security
fund. Justice, he says, begins with bring-
ing all workers under the Social Security
umbrella, Jordanian and non-Jordanian,
men and women, and applying the law to
everyone, including those in the informal
sector.

For its part, the Social Security Corpora-
tion has said in earlier statements that the
law rests on an insurance philosophy built
on solidarity, social justice and financial
sustainability. Insurance rights, it says,
depend on the provisions of the law and
the conditions for entitlement, not on
gender.

The number of insured people covered
by Social Security stands at about 1.584
million, of whom 462,882 are women.
A further 35,504 women contribute
voluntarily.

The figures also show 38,032 active
female retirees drawing pensions in thei
own right, while 135,275 women are active
beneficiaries receiving shares of various
types of pension.




