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King inaugurates SOFEX 2026 in Agaba

B His Majesty tours exhibition, views displays of local, international companies
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B SOFEX is one of the leading forums for manufacturers, suppliers of special operations equipment
B More than 400 official delegations representing 75 countries, 350 exhibiting companies from 38 countries are taking part in SOFEX 2026

AMMAN (JT) His
Majesty King Abdul
lah, the Supreme Com
mander of the Jordan
Armed Forces-Arab
Army (JAF), inaugu
rated on Tuesday the
15th edition of the Spe
cial Operations Forces
Exhibition and Con
ference SOFEX 2028,
in Agaba, attended by
Their Royal Highnesses
Crown Prince Hussein
and Prince Hashem.

Organised in coor
dination with the JAF,
SOFEX is one of the
leading forums for
manufacturers and
suppliers of special
operations eguipment,
providing a platform
to showecase the latest
military technologies,
defence solutions and
cyber security systems,
and to exchange exper
tise and forge partner
ships between leading
international compa
nies and participating
official delegations,
according to a Royal
Court statement.

His DMajesty was
briefed by SOFEX or
ganisers on the themes
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His Majesty King Abdullah, the Supreme Commander of the Jordan Armed Forces-Arab Army, inaugurates SOFEX 2026 at the Agaba International Exhibition Centre, accompanied by Their Royal
Highnesses Crown Prince Hussein and Prince Hashem

of  the conference
and exhibition, and
the key participants

at this year's event,
which is the largest

to date in terms of ex
hibition space and
number of participat
ing countries.

More than 400 of

ficial delegations rep
resenting 75 countries

and 350 exhibiting
companies from 38
countries are taking

part in SOFEX 2026,
The King watched
a video presentation
documenting the exhi
bition's development

over the years, which
highlighted the most
notable modern de-
fence technologies and
solutions displayed at

SOFEX.

During the open
ing ceremony, SOFEX
Chairman Brig. Gen.
iretired) Ayman Al Bat

ran emphasised that
this year's exhibition
in Agaba is taking
place at a critical junc
ture amidst increas
ingly complex regional
challenges, the state-
ment said.

He noted that ad
dressing these rapidly
evolving changes re
quires raising the level
of preparedness and
strengthening  inter
national cooperation,
as well as fostering
integrated strategic
partnerships between
nations, armed forces,
security agencies, in
novators and technol
ogy leaders in defence
industries.

Batran added that
over the course of three
decades, SOFEX has
succeeded in cement
ing Jordan's position
on the global defence
exhibition scene, em
bodying the Royal vi
sion of establishing
Jordan as a regional
and international hub
for defence innovation
and technology.

Continued on page 5

Jordan reaffirms strong ties with Syria,
says security cooperation remains key

AMMAN (JT) The
government has reiter
ated the deep Amman
Damascus relations as
well as its commitment
to developing coop
eration with Jordan's
northern neighbour in
a manner that ensures
constant  coordination
in confronting all shared
challenges, including
the Daesh terror group,
which poses a common
threat to both countries.

In a statement on Tues
day, Minister of Govern
ment  Communication
Mohammad Momani
emphasised the deep re
spect Jordan holds for
the Syrian state and its
brotherly people.

He stressed that coor

dination between Jordan
and Syria in combating
terrorism, and the smug
gling of weapons and

drugs is institutional
and ongoing, and has
been in place for years.

“This coordination
stems from a firm con
viction in strengthen
ing the security of both
brotherly countries and
reflects their joint efforts
to establish security and

Netanyahu scrambles for votes as
Israelis turn out in record numbers

QOCCUPIED JERUSA
LEM [AFP) — Prime min
ister Benjamin Netan
vahu, fighting for his
political life, scrambled
to bring out his base on
Tuesday as Israelis vot
ed in record numbers in
the country's first elec
tion since the October 7,
2023 war on Gaza.

With Israeli Arahs
voters turning out in
strong numbers, Netan
yahu raised fears that
leaders of the minority
group were out to “steal
the election” and reverse
the hardline Jewish na
tionalist direction in
which hizs government
has taken the country.

MNetanyahu's  Likud
Party also unsuccess
fully asked election au
thorities to keep polls
open past 10pm (20:00
GMT), as the opposition
charged that he was
locking for pretexts to
challenge the results.

"We cannot leave

this battle here in the
hands of the laft and the
Arab parties that want
to bring an end to the
Jewish state," a visibly
tense Netanyahu told
supporters as he tried
to bring up turnout in a
Likud stronghold.
"So mno barbecues,
don't go to the beach
go to the polling station
and vote Likud,” he said.
Nationwide turnout
as of 6:00pm was 66.7
per cent, the highest at
that point in the day
gince such statistics
were first recorded in
1973, the Central Elec
tions Committee said.
Israelis are casting
their ballots in the shad
ow of October 7 and
the multifront regional
wars that it sparked,
with the trauma from
the attack still fresh and
questions over account
ability and security cen-
tral to the campaign.
The close-fought vote

comes as Israel looks
increasingly isolated on
the world stage, driven
by the war in Iran and
the devastating military
campaign in Gaza, soar-
ing settlement construc-
tion and violence in the
occupied West Bank:
The last opinion polls
to be published showed
Netanyahu, Israel's
longest-serving prime
minister, running neck
and neck with his main
rival Gadi Eisenkot, a
centrist political now-
ice and former mili
tary chief whose mild
manner is seen as
the antithesis of the

incumbent.
Before woting, the
66-year-old Eisenkot

paid his respects pri
vately at the grave of his
son (zal, whose death
fighting in Gaza has
drawn empathy from
many Israelis.

Continued on page 5

stability,” Momani said.

The minister stressed
that the air strikes car
ried out on Monday by
the Jordamian Armed
Forces-Arab Army (JAF)
tarpeted Daesh posi
tions, following “Jor
dan's loss of patience
with the movements of
these terrorist groups
and their threats to na
tional security”.

JAF said that Royal
Jordanian Air Force car
ried out an operation
targeting “terrorist hide
outs in southern Syria,
in retaliation for the at
tack on mourners at a
church funeral in Karak
on Friday”.

The operation, named
“Jordanian Deterrence

Hmoud”, involved fighter
jets striking several sites
and destroying a number
of wehicles belonging to
the targeted groups, JAF
said in a statement.

The army said that the
strikes, carried out in co
ordination with the Syr
ian pgovernment, killed
and wounded numerous
members of the groups,
which were linked to
those responsible for the
attack in Hmoud.

Momani explained
that the operations were
conducted based on field
intelligence to meutral
ise confirmed threats
and terrorist operations
against Jordan.

Continued on page 5

Hundreds of trucks and commercial vehicles pile up on the road leading to the Jaber Border
Crossing on Tuesday, following a decision by Syria to close the Nassib border crossing in both

directions

Passenger buses cross into Syria amid
border crossing closure — Al Mamlaka TV

AMMAN {JT} — Paszen
ger buses bound for Syr-
ia crossed on Tuesday
following the closure of
the Jaber-Nasib border
crossing between Jor
dan and Syria in both

directions, according to
Al Mamlaka TV,

The closure, an-
nounced by Syria's Gen
eral Authority for Land
and Sea Ports, led to a
buildup of hundreds

of trucks, vehicles and
passenger buses along
the road leading to
Jordan's Jaber Border
Crossing.

Continued on page 5

UN nuclear watchdog chief urges Iran to grant access

ONITED NATIONS,
United States (AFP)
IAEA chief Rafael Gros-
si urged Iran during a
UN Security Council
meeting on Tuesday to
grant immediate ac
cess to his agency so it
can werify the Islamic
republic's nuclear ma-
terials.

The International
Atomic Energy Apency
(IAEA} has not had ac
cess to key nuclear
facilities in Iransince
Israel, joined by the
United States, launched
a 12-day conflict in
June 2025 that included
strikes on nuclear sites.

Nuclear facilities
have also been hit in the
latest war, which erupt
ed on February 28, and
the IAEA has repeatedly
called for access.

"I invite Iran to work
with the IAEA with
out any further delay
to clarify outstanding
safeguards gQuestions
and to give the TAEA the

AFF photo

Satellite image released on February 10, shows Iran’s Isfahan nuclear facility site

information and access
the apency requires,
so that it can verify all
relevant facilities and
material, as is Iran's le-
gal obligation," Grossi
said.

The Security Council
meeting followed a res-
olution passed by the
IAEA board last month
that referred Iran to the
top UN body over its nu
clear "non-compliance”.

The resolution, suh
mitted by  Britain,
France, Germany and
the  United States,
marks the first time
Iran has been referred
to the Security Council

in 20 years for failing to
comply with its nuclear
reporting obligations.

The move has been
seen as largely symbol-
ic as China and Russia
hold power to veto any
sanctions against their
ally Tehran. Both coun
tries were joined by
MNiger in voting against
the IAEA resolution.

Iran's UN representa
tive, Amir Saeid Iravani,
called out the Security
Council's “silence" re-
garding the US-Israeli
strikes  against  his
country.

"Today's meeting is
an illustration of an es
tablished double stand-
ard in which the ag
gressor is shielded with
impunity, the wvictim
is placed under criti-
cism and the language
of non-proliferation is
cynically appropriated
to advance geopolitical
objectives,” he said.

Continued on page 5



2 JORDAN

THE JORDAN TIMES | Wednesday, October 28, 2026

Fila phota

The Jlordan Meteorological Department on Tuesday warns of potential flash floods in valleys
and low-lying areas, including Agaba and the Dead Sea, as the Kingdom remains under the
influence of an unstable atmospheric condition expected to continue through Wednesday

Heavy rain expected nationwide
as IMD issues flood warning

AMMAN [JT) The
Jordan Meteorologi
cal Department (JTWD)
on Tuesday warned of
potential flash floods
in valleys and low
lying areas, including
Agaba and the Dead
Sea, as the Kingdom
remains under the in
fluence of an unstable
atmospheric condition
expected to continue
through Wednesday.

The unstahle weath
er pattern will bring
heavy rain at times,
accompanied by thun
derstorms and hail,
the JMD said.

JMD Director Raed
Khattab told the Jor
dan News Agency,
Petra, that unstable
conditions are fore
cast to continue on
Wednesday, accompa
nied by a slight fall in

temperatures.

Scattered showers
are expected across
various parts of the
Kinpdom, turning
heavy at times and ac
companied by thun
derstorms, which will
further heighten the
risk of flash flood.

He indicated that
mild conditions will
prevail across most
parts of the country
on Thursday, whilst
remaining warm in
the Jordan Valley, the
Dead Sea and Agaba.

Low-altitude clouds
are expected over the
northern and central
regions, with a chance
of light showers in the
north and parts of the
central region late at
night.

Khattab noted that
temperatures will fall

further slightly on Fri-
day, maintaining mild
conditions across most
parts of the country
and warm weather in
the Jordan Valley, the
Dead Sea and Agaba,
with a chance of scat
tered morning show-
ers in the northern

region.
He reiterated warn
ings against flash

floods in low-lying ar
eas and walleys, thun
derstorms, hail and
poor horizontal wvis
ibility caused by dust
storms in desert ar
eas, urging the public
to stay clear of valley
beds and flood-prone
areas, exercise caution
whilst driving, and
guard against slip-
pery road conditions
in areas experiencing
rainfall.

National conference on parental
well-being, quality of life kicks off

AMMAN (JT) — Depu
tising for Her Majesty
Oueen Rania, Minister
of Social Development
Wafaa Bani Mustafa
on Tuesday in Amman
inaugurated the First
National Conference
on Parental Well-heing
and Ouality of Life.
The two-day event,
organised by the Royal
Health Awareness Soci
ety in partnership with
the Bernard wan Leer
Foundation, explores
how wurban systems,
infrastructure, and
communities  impact
families and vyoung

children, the Jordan
News Apgency, Petra,
reported.

Bani Mustafa

stressed Queen Rania's
vision that child well
being is inseparable
from family support,
noting its alignment
with the National So
cial Protection Strat
egy (2025-2033) to fos
ter empowerment and
equal opportunity.

The minister said
that the conference
serves as a platform to
foster partnerships be
tween public, private,
and civil society sec
tors to develop national
policies and services.

Royal Health Aware
ness Society Director
General Amal Arefij
said that the confer
ence adopts an inte

JODDB launches ‘HASEEN" app

for secure, structured group communication

ANMDIAY  [TT) The
Jordan Design and
Development  Bureau

(JODCB) has launched
"HASEEN", a dedicated
application  for man
aging communication
within closed groups by
enabling  administra-
tors to structure groups
and manage members
within an organised en
vironment tailored to
the operational needs of
various institutions and
entities.

Motaz Jaradat, head
of encryption projects
at JODDEB, said that
the "HASEEN" applica
tion provides a suite of
digital tools designed
to streamline internal
commumnication within
closed groups, Al Mam
laka TV reported.

He noted that the app

N
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The Jordan Design and Development Bureau launches "HASEEN, a dedicated application
for managing communication within closed groups by enabling administrators to structure

groups and manage members

allows administrators
to manage member
ship and control access
permissions, estab
lishing a communica-
tion framework aligned

with the cperational re
guirements of targeted
organisations.

Jaradat  highlighted
the potential for fu
ture expansion of the

digital product, which
would allow a broader
range of institutions to
utilise its services ac
cording to their specific
requirements.

Deputising for Her Majesty Queen Rania, Minister of Social Development Wafaa Bani Mustafa on Tuesday inaugurates the First

Mational Conferance on Parental Well-being and Quality of Life

grated wvision for fam
ily well-being  that
extends beyond tradi
tional mental health to
encompass supportive
social environments.

Bernard wan Leer
Foundation Represent
ative Farah Jadallah
stressed the impor
tance of transitioning
from temporary pro
grammes to sustain
able institutional serv
ices to support parents
and early childhood
development.

The conference agen

He added that the
platform empowers ad
ministrators to oversee
groups and members,
regulate  the joining
pProcess, MAanage access
privileges and handle
invitations,

It also facilitates
communication among
group members by ena
bling the exchange of
messages and files with
in a defined framework.

According to Jaradat,
"HASEEN"  integrates
membership  manage
ment and communica
tion tools into a unified
platform, streamlining
the tracking of par
ticipant interactions
and repulating ac
cess to group content
based on userspecific
permissions.

The application tar

da covers three main
themes, including
emotional well-being
and maternal mental
health, supportive ur
ban environments and
municipal infrastruc-
ture, and systemic pol
icy innovation.
Interactive  activi
ties on the opening day
utilised wvirtual reality
technology to engage
participants on top
ics such as perinatal
depression, shared do
mestic responsibilities,
school readiness and

gets entities requiring
structured communica
tion among members,
including work teams,
administrative  bodies
and closed communi
ties, by offering tools
for membership con
trol, inwitation man
agement and access
restriction,  alongside
supporting message and
file sharing.

The development of
"HASEEN" falls within
JODDB's ongoing  ef
forts in design, develop
ment and technological
innovation.

Established in 1999,
JODDE operates across
research, design, de
velopment and manu
facturing, focusing on
delivering solutions for
the defence and security
sectors.

Polish researcher’s archive captures
Palestinian agricultural traditions before 1948

By Saeb Rawashdeh
AMMAN Lucjan
Turkowsld  (1905-1976)

was a Pelish ethnologist,
researcher and museum
specialist knowm for his
highly detailed ethno
graphic work on Palestin
ian peasant agriculture.

The landscapes and
communities in  which
Turkowslkd carried out his
work remain deeply af
fected by events that con
tinue to shape the region
today, noted former direc
tor of the Amman's office
of the Council for British
Research in the Levant
(CBEL) Carol Palmer

Palmer made her re-
marks during an event
organised jointly by
CBRL and the Palestine
Exploration Fund on Fri
day to launch "Peasant
Apriculture in the Jerusa
lem Hills", a book written
by Turkowskd and edited
by Palmer.

“The manuscript
records a rtural world
around Jerusalem at a
piwotal moment in his-
tory, immediately before
the profound transforma
tions that reshaped the
region following the war

of 1948 and the Nakba."
she said.

"As such, it offers a
glimpse of landscapes,
livelihoods and commu
nities on the eve of a pro
found rupture that would
transform  the lives of
the people Turkowski de
scribed,” Palmer noted.

The book cover shows
activities on a threshing
floor in the valley below
Silwan, illustrating the
close relationship be
tween Jerusalem - and
its rural hinterland that
lies at the heart of the
manuscript.

In the upper left are
some of the walls of the
Old City and the Haram
Al Sharf, including the Al
Agsza Mosque. The pho
tograph was taken by
Khalil Raad and collected
by Turkowski during his
time in Jerusalem.

The book contains
three intertwined
threads.

“The first is Palestin
ian rural life: Agricultural
practice, local Imowl
edge, food ways, and the
relationship between
Jerusalem and its hin-
terland. This is the book's
principal  subject and

Turkowskis primary fo
cus," Palmer continued.

The second thread is
the experience of dis
placed Poles, including
Turkowsld himself, and
the third thread is the
story of the manuscript
itzelf and Turkowski's ar
chive, Palmer said

The core of the volume
consists of Turkowski's
ethnopraphic text, cov
ering Chapters 3 to 10
These examine agricul
ture, animal hushandry,
food production and
food ways, providing a
detailed account of rural
life in the Jerusalem hills
during the final years of
the British Mandate.

“The photograph
shows Lucjan Turkowski
as a young man before
war and exile brought
him to Palesting," Palmer
noted.

FPalmer said that one
of the most intriguing
discoveries of the project
was that this manuscript
appears to have been in
tended as part of a much
larger study of Palestin
ian material culture.

“What survives is both
a complete work in its
own right and a glimpse

of a much larger project
that was never fully re
alised. Turkowski's ambi
tons exceeded the time
and resources available
to him while serving with
the Polish military in

wartime Palesting,” Palm
er said.

Jerusalem and the
surrounding villages

formed a single economic
and cultural landscape
linked by the movement
of people, poods and
knowledge.

Villages supplied agri
cultural products, while
Jerusalem acted as a cen
tre of exchange, consump
tion and redistribution.

“Turkowski was there
fore not simply deserib
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ing villages. He was docu
menting the relationship
between Jerusalem and
its Tural hinterland
Hebron appears in a sim
ilar way as an important
regional craft centre,
Palmer elaborated.

Another factor shaping
rural life in the Jerusalem
hills was access to waten

Turkowski repeatedly
distinguishes  between
spring-fed  settlements
and wvillages dependent
primarily on rainfall
The difference was often
reflected in what peo
ple could grow and how
they engaged with local
markets.

“Villages with reliable
water supplies frequently

became centres of horti
culture and commercial
cultivation,  supplying
vegetables and fruit to
urban comsumers.”

“Irrigated gardens
formed one part of this
economy, but the hill
country was also char
acterised by orchards, in
cluding both traditional
olive and vine cultivation,
and newer commercial
fruit crops. Grain cultiva
tion was concentrated in
valleys and other areas of
mare level ground suit
able for arable farming,”
Palmer noted.

Turkowski also distin
guishes between fellahin,
or peasant farmers and
mare specialised hord
cultural producers, sug
gesting different degrees
of agricultural specialisa
tion and commercialisa
tion within the region.

“The Jerusalem hills
were therefore not a
uniform agricultural
landscape.  Differences
in water availahility, to
pography and access to
cultivable land created
different agricultural
opportunities and eco
nomic roles” Palmer
underscored.

family friendly urban

design.
The conference’s in
teractive  experience

concluded with an ac
tivity dedicated to the
“Urban95”  initiative,
which highliphted the
role of urban design,
safe streets and child
and family-friendly
public spaces in easing
parents’ daily burdens
and stress and improv
ing their quality of life.

The conference aims
to establish a shared
national platform to

strengthen  coopera
tion and coordination
among the health, mu
nicipal, infrastructure,
housing and transport
sectors.

It also seeks to turn
learning and insights
into collective action
and dewvelop recom
mendations and in
stitutional commit
ments that will help
guide  future pro
grammes and policies
to support families and
young children in the
Kingdom.
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The Arab Day for Population and Development falls on
Wednesday, marking the anniversary of the establishment
of the Arab Council for Population and Development in 2019

Arab world

population nears
511 million — data

AMDIAN  JT) The
Arab Day for Population
and Development falls
on Wednesday, mark
ing the anniversary of
the establishment of the
Arab Council for Popu-
lation and Development
in 2019

The annual occcasion
serves as a platform to
ASSESS demographic
trends in the Arab re
gion and foster sus-
tainable  development
cooperation, the Jordan
News Agency, Petra,
reported.

The  establishment
of the Arab Council for
Population and Devel-
opment was a response
to a Jordanian proposal
during the 18th meet
ing of the heads of the
Arab World's national
population councils and
committees, held in Jor
dan in 2017,

Data released by the
council on Tuesday in
dicated that the total
population of the Arab
world has reached near
ly 511 million, ranking
third globally after In
dia and China.

Some 60 per cent of
the regional population
resides in the African
continent, with Egypt,
Sudan, Algeria and Mo
rocco  accounting  for
51 per cent of the total
population.

Projections  indicate
that the Arab population
will reach 591 million by
2035 and approximately
718 million by 2050, rep
resenting an increase of
207 million people over
the next 24 years.

Demographic figures
reveal varying fertility
rates across the region,
with Bahrain, Kuwait,
Qatar, the United Arab
Emirates, and Tunisia
recording two or fewer
births per woman.

Fertility rates ranged
between 2.1 and 2.9
births per woman in
Jordan, Saudi Arabia,
Lebanon, Oman, Moroc-
co, Syria, Djibouti, Alge
Tia, Palestine and Egypt.

Libya, Iraq, and Yemen
recorded rates between
3 and 3.9 births, while
Somalia recorded the
highest rate at 6.4 hirths
per woman, followed by
Mauritania at 4.8, Sudan
at 4.2, and the Comoros
at 4.

Arab societies remain
generally youth domi
nated, with children
under 15 years old ac-
counting for nearly 30
per cent of the total
population.

In low income coun
tries, children represent
48 per cent of the popu
lation in Somalia, 44 per
cent in Yemen, 42 per
cent in Mauritania and
40 per cent in Sudan.

Meanwhile, children
account for 15 per cent
of the population in Oa
tar, 16 per cent in the
UAE and 18 per cent in
Kuwait.

Elderly  individuals
aged 65 and above rep
resent less than 5 per
cent of the population in
most Arab nations, with
Tunisia recording 10
per cent, Morocco 9 per
cent, Lebanon 8 per cent
and Algeria 7 per cent.
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Tourism income climbs 4.9% to $6.3b
in first 9 months of 2026 — (B)J
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it wirtimns | AMMAN (7T) — Jordan's
A tourism TeveEnues Trose

by 21.5 per cent in Sep
temher yearon-year to
$794 3 million, while to
tal revenues for the first
nine months of the year
reached $6.3 billion, up
49 per cent from the
same period last year, ac
cording to Central Bank
of Jordan (CBJ) figures.
The data also showed
an 18.8 per cent increase
in revenues from Arab
visitors and a 123 per

Pherto courtesy of the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources

Speaking at the opening of the 4th International Qil Shale Conference, Acting Secretary-
General of the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources Bahjat Adwan says that the ministry's
policy relies on a diversified energy mix to guarantee supply continuity

Qil shale accounts for 14% of Jordan’s
electricity needs — official

AMMAN {JT) — Jorda
nian oil shale repre
sents a “fundamental”
energy source for the
Kingdom, Acting Sec
retary General of the
Ministry of Energy
and Mineral Resourc
es Bahjat Adwan said
on Tuesday.

He stressed the im
portance of continuing
to develop its utilisa
tion and promoting in
vestments in the sec-
tor to enhance energy
security and diversifi
cation, according to a
ministry statement.

Speaking at the
opening of the 4th In
ternational 0Oil Shale
Conference, organised
by Al Balga Applied
University in coop
eration with the Min
istry of Energy and
Mineral Resources,
Adwan said that the
ministry's policy re
lies on a diversified
energy mix to guar
antee supply continu
ity and strengthen the
stability of the electri-
cal grid, incorporating
natural gas, petroleum
products oil shale and
renewable energy.

He noted that renew
ahle energy currently
contributes some 27
per cent to the King-
dom's electricity grid,
reaffirming the min
istry's direction to in
crease this proportion
alongside the contin
ued utilisation of vari
ous local and imported
ENETEY TFESOUTCES, ac:
cording to a ministry
statement.

Adwan highlight-
ed that the Attarat
oil shale-to-energy
project contributes

around 14 per cent of
the Kingdom's elec
tricity needs, stressing
that Jordan possesses
advanced expertise
in the oil shale field
and that the ministry
continues to work on

maximising the ben
efit from this national
asset.

Referring to previ
ous setbacks, Adwan
said that challenges
faced by certain oil
shale projects were
largely tied to eco
nomic feasibility,
production costs and
processing expenses.

Adwan called
on investors
to capitalise
on available
opportunities
within the oil
shale sector...

He reaffirmed that
the ministry views oil
shale as a “valuable”
national Tesource
worthy of ongoing re
search, development
and investment in ex
traction technologies.

Adwan called on in
vestors to capitalise
on availahle opportu
nities within the oil
shale sector, whether
in electricity genera
tion or the produc-
tion of petroleum
derivatives.

He stressed the min

istry's readiness to
receive, review, and
evaluate investment

proposals technically
and financially in ac
cordance with current
legislation and envi
ronmental standards.

Adwan stressed the

importance of the
conference delivering
practical recommen
dations that can be
leveraged by both the
government and inves
tors to boost interest
in oil shale, expand its
applications, and en
courage investment in
the sector.

Vice President of Al
Balga Applied Univer
sity Zaid Anbar said
that discussions sur
rounding oil shale ex
tend beyond its role as
an alternative energy
SOUrce to ENcompass
energy independence,
national security and
economic growth
amidst rapid shifts in
global energy markets.

Anbar  highlighted
the need to strike a
balance between ex
ploiting natural re-
sources and protect
ing the environment
by developing sustain
able extraction and
processing techmiques
that reduce emissions
and preserve ecosys
tems while maintain
ing economic viability.

He also under
scored the mneces
sity of strengthening
partnerships bhetween
academia, the govern
ment and the private
sector, alongside sup
porting applied sci-
entific research and
innovation to reach
practical solutions for
the energy sector.

The two-day con
ference, taking place
in Amman, brings to
gether researchers,
EXperts, academics
and specialists from
Jordan and abroad to
examine the latest sci-
entific and technical
developments in oil
shale, investment op-
portunities, advanced
extraction methods,
and related economic
and environmental
considerations.

cent rise in revenues from
Asian markets during the
first three quarters of the
year, the Jordan News
Agency, Petra, reported.
Tourism  specialists
said the fipures high
lighted the sector’s recov
ery and the importance of
diversifying source mar
kets, expanding promo-
tional efforts and encour
aging visitors to spend
more and stay longer.
Tourism investor Osa
ma Abu Taleb, said sus
taining prowth required
reviving traditional Eu-
ropean and North Ameri
can markets while build
ing on gains in Arab and

Asian markets.
He called for extend
ing wvisitors’ average

length of stay, increasing
per-capita spending and
developing  integrated
itineraries that spread
tourism revenues to local
communities and small
businesses.

Abu Talebh also stressed
the need to assess the

Petra phots

Jordan's tourism revenues rise by 21.5 per cent in September year-on-year to $794.3 million according to Central Bank of Jordan

figuras

sector’s performance
through indicaters such
as length of stay wisi
tor spending, job crea
tion and investment,
alongside tourist arrival
figures.

Hakim Shatnawi, a
professor of tourism and
hospitality management
at Yarmoulk University,
said growth during the
first nine months of 2026
had been driven largely
by Arab and Asian wvisi
tors, helping the sector

recover amid regional
challenges.

He added that a strong-
er return of long-haul
international tourists
would benefit hotels,
restaurants, transport

providers and tour opera
tors, particularly in desti
nations such as Petra and
Wadi Rum.

Bahjat Hamdan, a
board member of the
Jordanian Business
men Association and a
tourism investor, called

for expanding direct air
links to Agaba, promot
ing emerging destina
tions and strengthening
specialised tourism seg
ments, including medi
cal, religious, ecotourism,
adventure and business
travel

He also highlighted the
need to improve work
force skills, raise service
standards and facilitate
financing to help tour
ism businesses remain
competitive.

The fipures follow
government — mMeasures
introduced earlier this
year to support the sec
tor, including subsidised
loan interest rates and
financial facilities to help
tourism establishments
maintain operations and
preserve jobs.

The government also
introduced a targeted
support package for tour
ism workers, businesses
and tour guides in the
Petra region.

JEDCO participates in Arab-African forum
on intellectual property, export competitiveness

AMMAN (IT) The
Jordan Enterprise De-
velopment Corporation
[JEDCO) is participating
in a three-day Arab-Af
rican forum on intellec
tual property and export
competitiveness, which
opened on Tuesday in
Addis Ababa, Ethio
pia, to explore ways to
strengthen the competi
tiveness of Jordanian
enterprises and expand
their access to interna
tional markets.

JEDCO CEO Ghaleh
Hijazi, is representing
the corporation at the
forum, organised by
the World Intellectual
Property Organisation
(WIFQl in cooperation
with the Ethiopian Intel
lectual Property Author
ity and running from
October 27 to 29, the Jor
dan News Agency, Petra,
reported.

In a statement issued

The Jordan Enterprise Development Corporation is participating in a three-day Arab-African
forum on intellectual property and export competitiveness in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Tuesday, JEDCO said
its participation aims
to strengthen interna
tional cooperation and
promote the use of intel
lectual property systems
to support exports of
goods and services and

create growth opportu
nities for small- and me
dium-sized enterprises

[SMEs).

Dizscussions focus on
internatiomnal mecha
nisms for protecting
intellectual  property,

including the Patent Co
operation Treaty (PCT),
the Madrid System for
the international regis
tration of trademarks
and the Hague System
for the international reg
istration of industrial

designs.

Participants are also
examining ways to im
prove services for ex-
porters, strengthen in
stitutional cooperation
and help businesses
protect their intellectual
assets as they enter for
eign markets.

Other sessions ad
dress challenges in se
curing intellectual prop-
erty rights and the need
to develop institutional
frameworks and adviso
ry services that support
innovation and export
development.

JEDCO said the forum
provides an opportu
nity to exchange exper
tise with regional and
international partners
and identify practices
that could help Jorda
nian businesses improve
their competitive posi
tion in regional and glo
bal markets.

SOFEX 2026 showcases growin

ANMMAT (IT)

Around 50 per cent
of companies partici-
pating in the Special
Operations Forces Ex-

hibition Conference
(SOFEX 2026) are
focusing on emerg-

ing technologies, fu-
ture capabilities, un-
crewed systems and
drones.

Jordan Design and
Development EBurean
(JODDB] Spokesper-
son Moataz Atein said
on Tuesday that the
burean is unveiling
49 new products dur-
ing the 15th edition of
the exhibition, with
a strong focus on ar-
tificial intellipence,
cybersecurity, virtual
reality and encryp-
tion technologies,
Al Mamlaka TV,
reported.

Atein noted that 18
of the new solutions
fall within these tech
domains, which are
seeing growing in-
terest across both
military and civilian
sectors.

He highlighted spe-

cific applications
including HASEEN,
Moeen, and Aoun,

which utilise artificial
intelligence to sup-
port operational de-
cision making within
military institutions.

The spokesperson
said that SOFEX fea-
tures  participation

from mearly 400 del-
egations representing
75 countries, along-
side 350 exhibiting
companies from 38
nations.

He added that ad-
vanced technologies,
uncrewed  systems,
and drones are posi-
tioning themselves at
the forefront of par
ticipant interests.

Atein  added that
the Middle East Spe-
cial Operations Com-
manders Conference
{MESOC), held ahead
of the exhibition’s
opening, extensively
addressed uncrewed
platforms and emerg-
ing technologies
amid rapidly ewolv-
ing plobal security
threats.

Photes by Ahmad Khlaifat

-

g focus on Al, drones, emerging defence technologies

.
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AFP phioto
People gather to celebrate Serbia’s student-led movement victory a day after Serbia's snap
parliamentary elections in Novi Sad on Monday

Serbia's students demand state
media chiefs resign after poll win

BELGRADE (AFF)
Serbia's student move
ment on Tuesday de
manded the bosses of
the mnational broad-
caster resign over al
leged bias during the
l4-year tule of Ale
ksandar Vucic's right
wing nationalist party,
which was defeated in
weekend elections.

Sunday's historic
victory by the student
backed list came after
two years of protests
sparked by the 2024
collapse of a railway
station canopy in Nowvi
Sad that killed 16
people.

Widely hblamed on
corruption, the dis
aster triggered some
of Serbia's largest pro
tests since the fall of
strongman  Slobodan
Milosevic in 2000.

But throughout the
protests, students reg
ularly accused the pub
licly funded Radio Tel
evision of Serbia (RTS)
of deliberately ignor
ing and denigrating
demonstrators.

“We demand the res
ignations of the BTS
director general, his
deputy, the editors-in
chief responsible for
news coverage and all
news aditors,” the stu
dents said in a letter
on Tuesday.

They accused RTS of
selective reporting and
failing to scrutinise
officials.

"We consider it par
ticularly unacceptable
to uncritically report
insulting remarks and
messages targeting
students and other cit
izens over their views,"
they said.

The broadcaster has
yet to respond.

On election night, the

broadcaster stopped
covering events in Bel
grade after Vucic con
ceded defeat, despite
thousands celebrating
into the early hours
across several parts of
the capital:

'Blind eye'

Earlier, the editor-in
chief of a separate
state media channel
in northern Vojvodina
province resigned,
with a presenter also
making an on-air apol

ogy.

‘The public
broadcaster has
failed to fulfil its
role for many
years'

“The public broad
caster has failed to
fulfil its role for many
years,” a presenter
said on Monday.

‘It turned a blind
eye, kept silent.”

Meanwhile, civil so
ciety groups and me
dia associations urged
regulators to rewvoke
the licence of Informer

TV, a private pro-Vucic
station, citing repeated
violations of broadcast
rules.

Informer
famous for
attacks on opposi-
tion fipures, often
launching expletive
laden smears against
protesters.

In recent  years,
journalists and me
dia watchdogs have
reported  increasing
pressure on independ
ent media, including
threats, lawsuits and
intimidation.

Late Monday, dozens
of people, including
the mother of a Novi
Sad disaster wictim,
stormed Informer's
premises and disrupt
ed its broadcast.

In a video posted
online, Dijana Hrka,
whose son died in
the station collapse,
demanded an apol
ogy from Informer
editor-in-chief Dragan
Vucicevic.

But the student
movement denied in
volvement in the inei.
dent, saying: “There is
no place for conflict
and violence”.

With almost all votes
counted, the student-
backed list has won
52.8 per cent of the
vote, which will give
it around 140 seats in
the 250-seat parlia-
ment, enough to gov
ern alone, according
to the central election
authority.

Final results await
the expiry of a three

was in
vitriolic

day appeals period,
after which parliament
will be constituted,
and the leaderless

movement will form a
government, naming a
prime minister.

Brazil's Bolsonaro has passports
cancelled as whereabouts unclear

BRASILIA (AFP) Era
zil's Flavio Bolsonaro,
politically isolated af
ter refusing to accept
election defeat, had his
passports cancelled on
Tuesday as speculation
swirled owver his wherea
bouts.

Bolsonaro, 45, was
defeated by incumbent
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
on Sunday and is set to
lose his parliamentary
immunity as his legal
woes pile up.

While he cried foul and
vowed to challenge the
election legally, his party
and allies have accepted
the result, leaving him
increasingly isolated.

Bolsonaro last spoke
publically on Monday
afternoon in a video on
social media saying he
had been banned from
leaving the country and
ordered to surrender his
passports.

However, while he said
he would comply with
the order, he had failed
to do so by Tuesday
afternoon.

“Flavio  Bolsonaro's
passports  have been
cancelled” a police

source told AFFP on con
dition of anonymity,
adding that "there is no
formal record of Flavio
Bolsonaro leaving  the
country”.

Argentina's  security
ministry and migration
authorities on Tuesday
denied local media re-
ports that Bolsonare had
entered the neighbour
ing country.

Bolsonaro had said
the order to surren
der his passports was
based on a comment by
his US-based  brother
Eduardo Bolsonaro, who
told aUS podeast two
days before the election
that "if my brother does

-

Vehicles belonging to the motorcade of Brazilian right-wing senator and former presidential candidate for the Liberal Party
{PL) Flavio Bolsonaro leave his condominium in Brasilia on Tuesday

not win, I am in favor
that he would leave the
country”.

Flawvio Bolsonaro is
under legal scrutiny in
several cases, including
a corruption probe over
the financing of the bi
opic "Dark Horse” about
his father, former presi
dent Jair Bolsonaro, who
is under house arrest for
plotting a coup.

"I never had any inten
tion of leaving the coun
try. T will surrender my
passports and defend
myself against this trav
esty," Flavic Bolsonaro
said.

Foreign
interference probe

Members of Flavio

Bolsonaro's inner cir
cle did not respond to
AFP requests for com
ment on Tuesday on his
movements.

AFP observed a mo-
torcade leaving  his
residence In Brasilia,
though it could not be
determined  whether
the senator was inside
any of the vehicles.

Lula, who turned 81
on Tuesday, staged a
dramatic comeback af
ter losing to Bolsonaro
in a first-round vote.

After a2 revamped
campaign and massive
mobilisation from the
left, he pulled around
4.4 million more votes
than his rival.

Bolsonaro refused to
accept the result, com

plaining about an ex-
tension of voting hours
and accusing Lula of an
abuse of powers over a
flurry of social spend
ing ANNOUNCements
during the campaign.

While  congratula
tions rolled in for Lula
from world leaders on
both sides of the po
litical divide, US Presi
dent Donald Trump, an
ally of the Bolsonaro
family, said the elec-
tion “looked terrible to
me".

"I didn't take sides
but it looked like an
other rigged election
frankly,” he told report
ers in Washington. "It
looked so corrupt.”

After the hitter elec-
tion race, & supreme

court justice on Tues
day ordered police to
investigate alleged
foreign funding of Bol
sonaro's election cam
paign, and other inter
ference from abroad
such as social media
"manipulation”.

Justice Flavio Dino
ordered the investiga
tion of "the possible
origin, circulation and
destination of foreign
resources” during the
campaign.

He also ordered the
probe of "deliberate
asymmetries and algo
rithmic manipulation
by +nternet companies
aimed at favouring or

harming candidacies
in Brazil's electoral
process”.

ASEAN envoy to visit Myanmar Wednesday — Thai FM

BANGEOE, Thailand
IAFF) ASEAN's
special BOVOY for

Myanmar, Philip
pines Foreign  Secretary
Maria Theresa Lazaro,
will visit Naypyidaw on
Wednesday and Thurs
day, her Thai counter
part said.

There was no im
mediate indication of
whether she would meet
with former democratic
leader Aung San Suu Kyi,
who has been detained
in Myanmar since being
custed in a 2021 mili

tary coup.

Thai Foreipn Minister
Sihasak Phuangketkeow
whose country is a
member of the 1l1-ma
tion  Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) — told report
ers in Bangkok on Tues
day that the itinerary "is
being worked out”.
Lazaro said in July
she would visit Myan
mar this year in an ef
fort to expand access
to humanitarian as
sistance in the country,
which was plunged into
civil war by the coup led
by military chief turned

civilian president Min
Aung Hlaing.

ASEAN chair the Phil
ippines had earlier this
year requested "brief ac
cess' forits envoy to Suu
Kyi, but was rebuffed.

In August, Suu Kyi met
with a representative of
the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross,
the first publicised
meeting with a foreign
official since her ouster.

In response, the Phil
ippines called for the
now 81-yearold's "com
plete and unconditional
release”, and repeated

its request for access.

Sihasak said Lazaro's
visit was timed to allow
the envoy to report back
to 2 meeting of ASEAN
ministers ahead of a
leaders summit.

“The details of her
visit, the itinerary is be
ing worked out,” he said
at a joint media appear
ance with his Malaysian
counterpart.

"She iz going there as
the ASEAN special en
voy, and we hope that
there'll be good progress
and some progress for
her to report on when

the ASEAN foreign min
isters meet in Manila

prior to the ASEAN
Summit.”
On Thursday, Suu

Eyi's son Kim Aris was
allowed to speak to her
on the telephone for the
first time in more than
five years, in a call from

Myanmar's London
embassy.
The UK-based Aris

told AFP afterwards that
his mother had sounded
“fairly  healthy®, but
added: "I remain wery
concerned about  her
well-being.”

India orders evacuations as Cyclone Arnab looms

KAKINADA, India (AFF)
Indian authorities
ordered nearly 100,000
people to T
ate homes in Andhra
Fradesh and Odisha,
ahead of a severe cy
clone  the mnational
weather office expects
to make landfall by
Wednesday.

Neighbouring MNe
pal and Sri Lanka have
also  issued weather
warnings.

Cyclone  Arnab s
forecast to hit India's
southwestern  Andhra
Pradesh coast as a "very
severe cyclonic storm”,
with pusts of up to 150
kilometres per hour on
Wednesday morning at
6:00 am GMT (11.30 am
Indian Standard Timel,
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said
in a bulletin.

Torrential rain lashed
the coast in the port
city of Kakinda as heavy
waves crashed on shore.

"I'Ve MEVer Seen any
thing like thiz before'
Kotesh Kumar, 35, told
AFF, adding the govern
ment warned people to
stock up on groceries.

“There was a cyclone
here three years ago, but
the water didn't rise this
much.”

Cyclones, called hur

AFP photo

A scooterist rides along the Bay of Bengal coast during rainfall in Andhra Pradesh’s Kakinada
on Tuesday ahead of cyclone Amab's expected landfall

ricanes in the North At
lantic and typhoons in
the Pacific, are a regular
menace in the Bay of
Bengal and northern In
dian Ocean.

The storm season,
however, has been tur
bocharged by the El
Nino weather phenome
non that has caused un
precedented warming.

Neighbouring Sri Lan
ka, meanwhile, closed
gchools with warnings
of torrential rain, with
the island's Depart
ment of Meteorology
warning storms could
trigger flash floods and

mudslides.

The military has been
placed on alert, Colom
bo's Disaster Manage
ment Centre said.

Indian media reported
that as many as 50,000
people have been told
to move to safe areas
in Andhra Pradesh, and
4B,000 in Odisha.

‘Damage'

Nepal's disaster au
thority issued a warning
on Tuesday, saying that
as the storm travels in
land towards the Hima
layas — likely overnight

on Thursday it will
bring heavy rainfall as
well as "a high risk of
heavy snowfall, snow
storms and avalanches".

It called on tourists to
avoid travelling to high
mountain areas and
advised those already
there to remain in safe
locations.

Nepal is still recover
ing from a catastrophic
Aungust 26 flood sparked
by a glacial mountain
collapse, which swept
away more than 1,400
people and left ower
5,000 missing.

India's weather bu

reau said it expects the
cyclone to result in "total
destruction” of thatched
houses and create local
ised flooding, uproot
ing of power and com
munication poles, and
*widespread damage" to
standing crops.

In Kakinada, police
barricaded roads lead
ing to the sea.

Andhra Pradesh State
Chief DNMinister Nara
Chandrababu Naidu
ordered the storm to be
“constantly monitored
and advance precau
tions taken®, his office
said in a statement on
Monday.

"Adequate  shelters
and evacuation arrange
ments have been made,”

New Delhi's Cabinet
Secretariat said in a
statement.

The neighbouring In
dian state of Odisha
opened 1,735 cyclone
shelters and imposed
restrictions on  move
ment in landslide-prone
zone areas, the state's
information office said.

Local media reported
that Andhra Pradesh au
thorities ordered evacu
ations in key, low-lying
areas and shut “all edu
cational institutions"
in some districts from
Tuesday until Saturday.

French Senate weighs bill to make
protesters pay for unrest damage

PARITS, France (AFF}

The French parliament’s
upper house on Tuesday
debated a controversial
hill that would make
protesters financially 1i
able for damage caused
during street demonstra-
tions, despite warnings
from critics that it could
curb the right to protest.

The bill was drafted
in response to riots that
followed Paris Saint-Ger
main's victory over Arse
nal in the UEFA Champi
ons League final in May.

But it has taken on
added significance after
weeks of protests over
inequality and soan
ing prices culminated
in some of the worst
violence France has seen
in years on October 17,
when thousands of busi
nesses across the coun
try were damaged and
lnoted.

The legislation, due to
be voted on later Tues-
day, was expected to re
ceive strong backing in
the upper house, where
a right-wing and centrist
alliance holds a majority.

Farright leader Marine
Le Pen, whom opinion
polls place as the front-
runner to succeed Em-
manuel Macron in next

spring’s presidential
election, supports the
legislation.

Speaking in parlia
ment, Interior Minister
Laurent Nunez stressed
the "urgency” of respond
ing to the damage =and
scenes of chaos seen on
October 17,

“We can no longer al
lowr the vast majority of
our fellow citizens to pay
for a2 minority of van

dals,” he said.
Under the legisla
tiom, protesters could

be ordered to pay up to
10,000 eurns for dam
apge caused during street
demonstrations.

But critics argue that
people who took no part
in vandalism could none
theless be held liable if
they were deemed to have
been associated with
those responsible.

The bhill introduces
joint financial liability
for anyone found to have
"knowingly participated”
in a group formed with
the intent of carrying out
acts of vandalism.

It would also apply to
individuals who "volun-
tarily” continued to take
part in a gathering likely
to disrupt public order
after two police dispersal

warnings.

Welfare henefits and
housing assistance could
also be seized to help
cover the cost of dam
ages under the scheme, a
provision that has drawn
sharp criticism from left
wing parties and advo
CACY Eroups.

Left-wing  lawmakers
accused the government
of an "authoritarian drift"
at the expense of the “free
dom to demonstrate”.

Communist  senator
Fabien Gay denounced
what he called a "legal
travesty that deliberately
conflates protesters and
rioters”,

Two motions to Teject
the bill cutright, tabled
by the left, were defeated.

In a letter published in
French daily Le Monde
last week, a coalition of
trade unions and student
groups warned of a "seri
ous infringement on the
freedom to demonstrate.”

They arpued the meas
ures would dispropor
tionately affect ‘“the
poorest families” and en-
courage "arbitrary police
action”.

Ammnesty International
has urged the govern-
ment to abandon the

proposal.
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A group of armed defectors from the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) arrive in vehicles

as they are believed to be surrendering to the Sudanese military, in the west of Omdurman on

August 19

Drone strike on Sudan’s Nyala kills
21, injures 40 — medical source

EHARTOUM (AFP} A
drone strike on a mar
ket in Nyala, the de fac
to capital of Sudan's
paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces in
western Darfur, killed
21 people and wound
ed at least 40 others,
a medical source and
witnesses told AFP on
Tuesday.

Ome HNyala resident
said a market in the
city's north was struck
by a drone on Monday
around & pm (18:00
GMT). Another said the
market was frequented
by young men, particu
larly RSF fighters.

“Twenty-one peO
ple were killed in last
night's bombing, and
more than 40 others
injured,” a medic at
Nyala Hospital said,
though he was unable

to identify how many
were RSF fighters.

The war is
currently being
fought primarily
via drones

Sudan'’s military, at
war with the BSF since
April 2023, regularly
strikes MNyala, where

the RSF has declared
a rival government to
the army's internation
ally recognised one in
Khartoum.

The war is currently
being fought prima
rily wia drones, with
both sides launching
sophisticated attacks
from across the coun
try, killing dozens of
civilians at a time.

In the first three
weeks of October
alone, drone strikes
killed owver 300 people
and injured hundreds
mare, according to a
UN tally.

Since it began, the
war has killed more
than 200,000 people,
aid workers estimate,
and has triggered the
world's largest hun
ger and displacement
crises.

Deadly Al Shabaab ambush strikes
Somali army as security crisis mounts

MOGADISHU (AFP)
Scores were Teported
killed on Tuesday from a
major clash between So-
mali government forces
and Al Shabaab militants,
at a time when interna-
tional donors are slash-
ing aid to the country’s
armed forces.

The Al Oaeda-linked Al
Shabaab group has been
fighting the government
for two decades and still
controls large swathes of
central Somalia despite a
massive international op-
eration against it

It launched an attack
on Monday afternoon on
Turkish-trained govern
ment troops and an al
lied militia in the Lower
Shabelle region in South
West State, near the city
of Leego, using explo
sives-laden vehicles.

Al Shabaab claimed to
have killed 321 troops and
taken priscners, weapons
and wvehicles during the
three-hour ambush.

The government pre-
sented the incident as
a “major assault” by its
forces on Al Shabaah, say
ing it had killed 75 mili-
tants and wounded 56.

Neither account could
be independently verified.

Samira (zaid, a well
connected military ana
lyst, said the army was
hit by “layers and layers”
of suicide attackers on
a narrow road through
muddy terrain.

The decision to send
the army to travel
through the area a
knowm insurgent hot spot

“wasn't well planned”,
said Gaid.

To Al Shabaab, it was
“an opportunity for them
to strike [the Somali Na

File photo: Soldiers of African Union's peacekeeping mission in Somalia search for explosive devices next to their base in
Ceeljaale, southern coastal Somalia, on September 19, 2019

tionmal Army], knowing
how weak it was",

She said the attack
would be “shattering the
morale and also the unity
or the cohesion” of the
army at a time when it is
already facing severe sal-
ary cuts.

‘Collapse
of authority*

Local media platform
Baidoa Omnline said the
government had called
an emergency meeting
of the Cabinet to discuss
the “heavy casualties
and substantial military
equipment losses” during
the ncident.

A security source said
it was doubtful that hun-
dreds of soldiers were
killed, but said that at
least four Somali mili-
tary wehicles had been

destroyed.

“It's not so much about
this specific attack as it
is about the collapse of
federal authority across
virtually the entire South
West State,” the security
source told AFE

“We're locking at a
notable expansion of Al
Shabaab influence across
South West State.”

Somalia ousted  South
West State’s governor
earlier this year, but has
faced repeated attacks
by his forces, attempt.
ing to regain control of
the area. The government
claims he is working with
Al Shabaab.

Former president Shar
if Sheikh Ahmed weighed
in by stating on Tuesday
that “the National Army
is the nation’s most pre-
cious asset. Somali sol
diers’ lives must not be

gambled with or used
to pursue political am-

bitions and persocnal
interests.
“Regrettably, the re-

peated heavy losses suf
fered by the army raise
serious gquestions about
the quality of planning,
intellipence, operational
preparedness and the
independence of military
command,” he said, call
ing for an independent
and transparent inwves
tigation into the army's
repeated losses and into
whether there had been
any negligence.

Meanwhile, the govern
ment’s fight against Al
Shabaab is imcreasingly
threatened by interna
tional funding cuts.

After decades of be-
ing the biggest donor to
the coalition, the United
States has cut all funding

to a crucial United Na-
tions logistics mission,
putting the future of com
bat operations in doubt.

Washington argues
that Somalia’s  povern-
ment has failed to make
progress in uniting the
country and tackling the
insurgent threat.

has emerged as

a key backer of the Soma-
i povernment, but Gaid
cautioned their air sup
port could “embolden” an
over-confident  govern
ment that was not listen
ing to military advice.

“all of these are signals
that things are collapsing
inwrard,” she said, but "no
one is really paying atten
tion to how these battles
are going to affect the en-
tire sum”

“We're poing into un
charted territory,” she
said.

King inaugurates SOFEX 2026 in

Continued from page 1

For his part, the
commander of the King
Abdullah 1T Royal Spe
cial Forces Group said
the nature of modern
warfare is developing
rapidly as a result of
new technologies such
as artificial intelli
gence and autonomous
systems, pointing out
that technical supe
riority is not enough
unless combined with
field experience and

the ability
quickly.

The commander un
derscored that tack
ling future threats
requires the forging
of close international
partnerships, given
that the future of spe
cial operations forces
is shaped by coopera
tion and shared strate
gic choices.

His Majesty toured
the exhibition and
viewed the displays of
a range of local and in

to adapt

ternational companies,
as well as the latest de
velopments in military
technology, the defence
industry, and innowva
tive security solutions.

The King was also
briefed by company
representatives  and
pavilion managers
on the nature of their
exhibits and the lat
est special operations
equipment and smart
systems that have been
developed.

On the sidelines of

SOFEX, the King held
meetings with Chief
of Staff of the Leba
nese  Armed Forces
Maj. Gen. Hassan Odeh
and Lebanon Minister
of MNational Defence
Michel Menassah,
United Kingdom De
fence Senior Adviser
to the Middle East and
North Africa Vice Ad
miral Edward Ahlgren,
Deputy Supreme Allied
Commander for NATO
Gen. Aurelin Cola
grande, Rear Admiral

Agaba

Samuel Majou of the
French Armed TForc
es, Maj. Gen. Michat
Strzelecki of the Polish
Armed Forces, Chief of
Staff of the Malaysian
Armed Forces Lt. Gen.
Datuk Azhan Md Oth
man, and Chief of Staff
of the Barbados De
fence Force Brig. Car
los Lowvell.

A number of Royal
Family members, and
senior officers and of
ficials also attended
opening ceTemony.

Jordan reaffirms strong ties with Syria, says security cooperation remains key

Continued frompaga1

He noted that pre
liminary results of these
operations indicate, so
far, significant losses
within Daesh ranks, es
timated at more than 20
members, as well as the
destruction of a large
weapons depot belong
ing to the organisation.

Momani, who is also
the government spokes
person, expressed regret
over the civilian casu
alties. He stated that

Jordan had refrained
from targeting loca
tions where intelligence
indicated the presence
of civilians, emphasis
ing that the relevant
Jordanian  authorities
are following up on this
matter with their Syrian
counterparts.

Momani stressed that
Jordan always takes all
TeCessary precautions to
avoid harming civilians,
adding that the lives of
innocent civilians be
yond Jordan's borders is

as important as the lives
of Jordanians.

Momani explained
that Jordan will work
with its Syrian counter
parts to establish a joint
committee to follow up
on their percussions of
the operation against
Daesh to enhance co
ordination in combat
ing terrorist organisa
tions, in a manner that
ensures the security of
both countries and their
peoples and protects
civilians.

Momani affirmed that
the security of Jordan
and Syria is one and the
same, and that combat
ing terrorism, which
targeted Jordan several
days ago in the village
of Hmoud in Karak, is &
shared ohjective for both
countries.

He added that the two
countries will continue
working to strength
en their deeply rooted
brotherly relations.

The minister empha
sised that no one can

question Jordan's com
mitment to Syria, adding
that the Kingdom has
hosted Syrians, stood by
them, and continuous
ly provided them with
support.

He also noted that Jor
dan coordinates with
international parties
to safeguard Syria ter-
ritory, ensure its unity
and stability and pro
tect it against ambitions
directed at the country,
particularly in southern

Syria.

Netanyahu scrambles for votes as Israelis turn out in record numbers

Continued from page1

Speaking afterwards
at a polling station, Ei
senkot called on Israe
lis to vote to replace
“the worst government
gince the state was
established”.

Arab minority in
spotlight

Some 7.3 million people
are eligible to vote, with
tens of thousands of Is
raelis estimated to have
flown in from abroad
for an election seen as
crucial to deciding the

future character of their
COUntry.
Eilana Zishlit, G55,

told AFP she had trav
elled back from Canada,
where she has lived for

almost 30 years, to vote
for a centre-right party
in Eisenkot’s bloc.

“The country is going
in a really, really bad
direction. Both for Jews
and Arabs living in the
country, and for Jews
living abroad.” she said.

The time to act is
‘now, or the country

really won't survive
anymore”.
Turnout appeared

tc be unusually high
among Israeli Arabs and
in east Jerusalem.
Netanyahu, 77, has
served as prime minis.
ter on and off for more
than 19 years.
Throughout his ca
reer, he has repeatedly
raised the spectre of
Arab voters as a threat.
He warned Tuesday of

Arabs voting by the bus
load, writing on social
media that Israel could
wake up to a “govern
ment of the left wing and
Muslim Brotherhood”.

MNetanyahu said that
three senior officials of
the United Arab List had
been arrested with enve
lopes full of cash in the
south.

United Arab List head
Mansour Abbas, who
could emerge as a king
maker in a close elec
tion, accused Netanyahu
of “lying and inciting” to
mobilise his voters.

In Tel Awviv, left-wing
party The Democrats,
which is part of Ei
senkot's opposition
bloc, said police had
arrested a man with a
knife who had mowved

threateningly towards
its leader Vair Golan.
“Incitement and vio
lence will not intimi
date us," Golan said in a
statement, blaming the
incident on the “poison
machine” of Netanyahu.

Trump endorsement

Netanyahu returmned
to power in December
2022, bringing into his
coalition far-right ultra
nationalists who hawve
since seen their political
clout skyrocket.

Seeking to unseat the
premier is an informal
bloc of parties led by
Eisenkot's Yashar party
and spanning from the
tight to the centre-left

including former
prime ministers Naftali

Bennett and Yair Lapid,
as well as seasoned pol
itician Avigdor Lieber
man and left-leaning
Golan.

The Arab minority
accounts for some 21
per cent of the popula
tion but Eisenkot has
been coy on whether he
would ally with their
lawmakers to wrest
power from Netanyahu.

Netanyahu has cast
himself as the only per
son who can keep Israel
safle.

In the last days of the
campaign, he posted an
image of a nuclearbomhb
destroying Tel Aviv and
talked up his endorse
ment by US President
Donald Trump, who is
also fond of alleging
election fraud.

Passenger buses cross into Syria amid
border crossing closure — Al Mamlaka TV

Continued from page 1

Al Mamlaka report
er said that the gueue
stretched for approxi
mately three kilometres,
with trucks and wehicles
prevented from entering
the border crossing.

Refrigerated  trucks
had been stranded since
the early hours of the
morming, raising con
cerns about potential
damage to perishable

goods.
Hundreds of trucks,
commercial vehicles,

and passenger buses
piled up on the road
leading to the Jaber
border crossing with
Syria on Tuesday, fol-
lowing a decision by the
Syrian General Authori
ty for Land and Sea Bor
ders to close the Nassib
border crossing in both
directions.

Vehicles backed
up along a 3-kilome
tre stretch after being
barred from entering
the Jaber crossing, ac
cording to Al Mamlaka
TWV.

Meanwhile, Presi
dent of the Association
of Owners of Clearance
and Transport Com
panies Daifallah  Abu
Agoula told Al Mamlaka
TV on Tuesday that the
closureof the Nassib
border crossing on the
Syrian side is affecting
freight movement be
tween Jordan and Syria,
with concerns over de
lays, higher transport
costs  and potential
losses for traders.

Abu Agoula said that
the Jaber border cus
toms centre remains
operational, with no
decision to close it an
nounced so far, warning
that a prolonged closure
of Massib could affect
freight movement, par-
ticularly if it lasts more
than two or three days.

Freight transport be
tween the two

countries had been
operating under a “back
to-back” system at the
MNassib customs centre,
which requires repre
sentatives and special
ists to owversee the un
loading and transfer of
goods.

Syrian authorities
have removed customs
clearance agents and
workers from the cen
tre, leaving only gov
ernment agencies, Abu

Agoula added.
Large numbers of
trucks remain at the

Nassib and Jaber cus
toms centres, while oth-
ers are waiting at the
gatez of Jaber Mean
while, poods unloaded
at Agaba Port are await
ing customs clearance
and transport to Syria,
raising concemns over
further delays if the clo
sure continues, he said.

He said that around
1,500 shipments

pass through the Jab
er customs centre daily,
including incoming and
outgoing lorries, wheth-
er loaded or empty.

Abu Agoula warned
that continued clo
sure could affect per

ishable goods and in
crease transport costs,
although refrigerated
shipments can be kept
for weeks.

He added that the de
lays could also affect
goods at ports and oth
er border crossings, as
well as cargo arriving
by air, including refrig
erated and perishable
goods.

Abu Agoula expressed
hope that the Nassib
crossing would reopen
on Wednesday, allow
ing freight movement to
resume as normal and
preventing further dis-
ruption to shipments
destined for Syria.

He said that the rel
evant Syrian authori-
ties were capable of
assessing the security
situation and taking the
necessary decisions to
ensure the movement of
goods and passengers,
noting the presence of
large numbers of Jor-
danians in Damascus
and other Syrian gov
ernorates, as well as
the trade and social
ties between the two
countries.

Abu Agoula stressed
the need to reopen the
CIDSSIng as So0n as pos-
sible to limit the impact
on transport operators,
traders and trade be
tween Jordan and Syria.

Later on Tuesday, pas
senger buses were al
lowed entry into Syria
following the closure of
the border crossing, ac
cording to Al Mamlaka
TV.

UN nuclear watchdog chief

urges Iranto grant access

Continued frompagel

Before the June 2025
strikes, the IAEA cal
culated that Iran pos
sessed approximately
440 kilogrammes of
uranium enriched to 60
per cent, which is close
to the 90 per cent need
ed to make a bomh and

well above the 3.67-per
cent limit set by a 2015
now-defunct agree
ment with Iran.

Since June 2025, the
fate of the stockpile has
remained uncertain.

US President Donald
Trump has repeatedly
threatened to renew
strikes against Iran,

possibly after the mid
term elections next
week,

“Do I make a deal
with them, or do I fin
ish them off? That's my

it's the only ques
tion. Do I make a deal,
or do I finish them off?”
he said in a Fox News
interview on Sunday.
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Jordan’s security
essential to
regional stability

ordan’s military strikes

targeling terrorist hide-

outs in southern Syria on
Monday signal that the King-
dom will no longer tolerate at-
tempts to undermine its secu-
rity and stability.

For years, Jordan has con-
fronted persistent attempts to _
smugple weapons and drugs Hana Namrouga
across  its northern horder,
alongside infiltration attempts
by members of extremist organisations.

As the government made clear on Tuesday, Jor-
dan's patience with these activities and their im-
pact on national security had run out.

The Royal Jordanian Air Force carried out the op-
eration on Monday night, targeting sites belonging
to Daesh terrorist organisation in southern Syria.
The strikes were based on field intellipence in-
tended to eliminate confirmed threats and planned
attacks against Jordan. Preliminary assessments
indicated significant losses among the orpanisa-
tion's ranks, estimated at more than 20 members,
and the destruction of a large weapons depot.

The operation came days after the attack on
mourners attending a funeral at a church in
Hmoud village in Karak It underscored the seri-
ousness with which Jordan views the activities
of extremist groups and the need to prevent them
from exploiting instability across its northern
border.

Instability in southern Syria has created con-
ditions that allow armed pgroups and trafficking
nelworks to operate, move weapons and narcotics,
and carry out activities with consequences beyond
Syrian territory. For Jordan, these are not distant
concerns. They directly affect border security and
the safety of its citizens.

Yet, Jordan's determination to confront these
challenges should not be mistaken for hostility to-
wards Syria or its people.

Jordan remains committed to developing rela-
tions with Damascus and strengthening coordi-
nation on shared concerns, including terrorism,
arms smuggling and drug trafficking. Jordan has
reaffirmed its deep respect for the Syrian state and
people, noting that security coordination between
the two countries has been institutionalised and
ongoing for years,

Jordan's ties with Syria extend beyond official
relations. We all recall the images of Jordanian
soldiers helping elderly Syrian women and men
fleeing wiolence, carrying children to safety and
assisting families seeking refuge in the Kingdom.
Jordan opened its borders to Syrians escaping
conflict and provided support to those who sought
safety here.

That history matters. Jordan's position is not
directed against Syria, but against the instability
and armed activities that threaten both countries.

Jordan's commitment to protecting civilian lives
extends beyond its borders. The Kinpdom main-
tains that innocent civilians in Syria deserve the
same consideration and protection as Jordanians,
reflecting its belief that human life and dignity
must be respected regardless of nationality or lo-
cation.

Protecting civilians must go hand in hand with
safepuarding national security. Jordan cannot al-
low extremist organisations to exploit instability
in southern Syria to plan attacks, move weapons
or endanger its territory. The challenge is to neu-
tralise these activities while taking every possible
precaution to prevent harm to civilians,

Jordan has consistently supported Syria's secu-
rity, unity and territorial integrity. Its objective is
not to undermine its neighbour, but to help ensure
that instability does not threaten either country.
Lasting security will require effective cooperation,
practical measures on the ground and a shared
commitment to preventing extremist groups and
trafficking networks from exploiting the situation
in southern Syria.

Jordan has made its position clear: it will con-
tinue to protect its national security while seeking
stronger relations and coordination with Syria
The challenge now is to ensure that these efforts
translate into lasting security for both countries.

Why Southern Syria
matters to Jordan’s stability

or years, throughout the
FSyrian crisis and per-

haps even before it be-
gan, southern Syria has been
a source of serious concern for
Jordan's national security. The
proliferation of extremist ter
rorist groups, the expansion of
Iranian-backed networks, and
the persistent smuggling of
weapons and narcotics across
the border have compounded
the threat.

During periods when the
Syrian state lost control of
the south, Jordan was left to
shoulder much of the burden of
safeguarding its own security
and protecting its borders.

Following the fall of the
former Syrian regime, Jordan
demonstrated a genuine com-
mitment to building construc-
tive relations with the new
Syrian authorities. The two
countries established close
ties, underpinned by high-level
cooperation and coordination
across a broad range of fields.
Yet, despite this progress,
gsouthern Syria has continued
to pose security concerns for
Jordan.

Amman
has consist
ently op-
posed any
attempt
to parti-
tion  Syria
and has re
mained wvigi-
lant against

threats to
both Syria’s territorial integ-
rity and Jordan's national se-
curity. Particular concern sur-
rounds extremist organisations
that threaten the stability of
both countries, especially amid
allegations that some of these
groups may coordinate with Is-
rael, whose military operations
in sputhern Syria continue.

The Friday's terrorist attack
at Hmoud Church in Karak can-
not be viewed in isolation from
the security threats emanating
from southern Syria. Accord
ing to documented intellipence
available to the Jordanian au-
thorities, the connection was
based on intelligence findings
rather than speculation.

Faced with a threat to its cit
izens, Jordan could not afford

il
Samih Maaitah

Karak and its Syrian
Jordan’s unity in the

By Hasan Dajah

he terrorist crime that
I targeted Hmoud Church
in Karak on October
23 was not merely an assault
on the worshippers and those
attending a funeral; it struck
the collective conscience of all
Jordanians, subjecting the se-
curity and cohesion of society
to a painful test. From a stra
tegic perspective, the targeting
of a religious site can be un-
derstood as an attempt to shift
the violence from the bodies of
the victims to the relationships
between citizens-transform-
ing grief into mutual fear. Yet,
the Jordanian response moved
in the opposite direction: the
tragedy became an occasion to
reaffirm a shared sense of be-
longing, rejecting any attempt
by terrorism to define Jorda-
nians through divisions they
themselves reject.

The public response was
both swift and profound. Jor-
danians rushed to donate
blood, and hospitals were
crowded with people eager to
offer something tangible to
save the wounded. The Jordan
News Agency (Petral reported
that, within just a few hours,
approximately 220,000 mil-
liliters of blood had heen do-
nated. Behind this figure lies
a greater national truth: That
the life of a Jordanian is the
responsibility of their fellow
citizen, and that religious dif-
ferences are, in this context,
non-existent. When a Muslim
extends his arm to save his
Christian brother, the hlood
itself becomes a living expres-
sion of a single nation-nation-
al unity embodied in a human-
itarian act that transcends
mere speeches and slogans.

This message was further
reinforced by the presence of
both official and public figures.
The visits by official repre-
sentatives and figures from all
segments of Jordanian society
to those affected underscored
that the state stands by its cit-
izens in times of suffering, and
that protecting their lives and
dignity is a responsibility that
allows for no discrimination.
This response is significant be-
cause it combines compassion
with resolve: Comforting fami-
lies, caring for the wounded,
and pursuing those responsi
ble. Successfully confronting
terrorism requires a state ca-
pable of enforcing the law, as
well as a society capable of
preventing such crimes from
escalating into internal strife
among its various components.

However, the domestic di
mension of this crime does not
negate its repional security
implications. On October 26,
Jordan announced that it had
carried out airstrikes against
sites in southern Syria, which
it identified as being linked to
terrorist proups connected to
the perpetrators of the attack.
This account warrants close
attention as further investiga-

tions and official statements
BIMETEE.

These developments bring
the dilemma of southern Syr
ia back to the forefront for
Jordan; borders do not effec
tively separate the security of
two states when armed net
works can exploit weak bor
der control, the proliferation
of weapons, and established
smuggling routes. Jordanian
concerns predated the political
transformation in Syria and
have persisted ever since-for
instance, in March 2025, it was
announced that an infiltra
tion attempt by armed smug-
glers had been thwarted, with
authorities seizing narcotics
and weapons. This continuity
reveals that a mere change in
power is insufficient to dis-
mantle networks that have
built up their interests and
capabilities over years of con-
flict.

..Borders do not
effectively separate
the security of two
states when armed
networks can exploit
weak border control,
the proliferation

of weapons,

and established
smuggling routes...

To address these threats,
Jordan has opted for commu-
nication and coordination. In
January 2025, the two sides
agreed to establish a joint se
curity committee tasked with
securing the border, combat-
ing the smuggling of weapons
and narcotics, and preventing
the resurgence of ISIS. A more
precise question concerns the
extent to which these under
standings can yield sustain-
able results, as well as the po-
tential gap between political
commitments and control on
the ground-a gap that requires
both attention and account-
ability, grounded in clear in-
formation.

Furthermore, the discrep-
ancy hbetween the Jordanian
and Syrian accounts regard
ing coordination for the recent
strikes-compounded by Syrian
reports of civilian casualties-
makes direct communication
and verification an urgent ne
cessity. Safeguarding Jordan's

to leave any available means
of counterterrorism unused.
Its response included forceful
strikes  against the hideouts
of these organisations, killing
several of their members.

At the same time, Jordan has
remained mindful of the impor
tance of maintaining construc
tive relations with Syria. Coor
dination between the two sides
has been part of this approach.
Jordan's record during the Syr
ian crisis is instructive:Even
when the Syrian state had lost
its presence in parts of the
south, the Jordanian army did
not cross into Syrian territory.

For Jordan, national security
remains the highest priority.
Armed extremist organisations
must understand that threats
to Jordan will be met with a
firm response. Yet, deterrence
and cooperation are not mutu
ally exclusive.

Jordan remains committed
to coordination with the Syrian
state at every level, recognising
that both countries face a com
mon threat.

Amman also understands the
considerable challenges con-

aftermath:

fronting Syria, both at home
and abroad. Efferts to con-
front extremist groups there-
fore serve the interests of both
countries: They help protect
Jordanian citizens while con-
tributing to Syria's security
and stability.

Jordan's right to defend its
national security is not nego
tiable. At the same time, coor-
dination with Syria remains
essential. These are comple-
mentary principles, not com-
peting  priorities.  Effective
cooperation can help prevent
security threats from escalat-
ing and strengthen the ability
of both states to protect their
citizens.

The Jordanian army has a
long record of receiving and
protecting Syrians who fled
violence and death, welcom-
ing tens of thousands of people
seeking refuge. That humani-
tarian responsibility reflects
a commitment that extends
beyond borders: The preserva-
tion of innocent human life.
Jordan's concern for the safety
of Syrian civilians remains un-
diminished.

face of terrorism

security requires precise in
tellipence, disciplined target
ing, the protection of civilians,
and the closure of spaces ex
ploited by armed groups. It is
in the mutual interest of both
nations to prevent any friction
from disrupting cooperation; a
breakdown in relations would
only provide further opportu
nities for networks of violence
and smuggling. Both countries
require actionable and meas
urable steps that go beyond
mere meetings and statements.

Alongside this security di
mension, there is the signifi
cance of the image of Jordan
presented to the world through
interviews conducted by Amer
ican media personality Tucker
Carlson. An episode focus
ing on Christians in the Holy
Land — filmed at the Baptism
Site (Al Maghtas)-was released
on February 4, 2026 {US time).
It featured Bishop Hosam
WNaoum, the Anglican Bishop in
Jerusalem, and Saad Muasher,
Chairman of the Jordan Ahli
Bank. The segment offered a
glimpse into the Jordanian ex
perience through firsthand ac
counts, challenging the stere
otypes that often reduce the
entire region to a narrative of
religious conflict.

Muasher spoke of his sense
of belonging and equality,
affirming that he had newver
personally experienced dis-
crimination because of his
Christian faith. He linked the
flourishing of the Christian
community to the presence
of rights, stability, and the
leadership of the Hashemite
monarchy. Bishop Naoum ex-
pressed his sense of comfort
and freedom in Jordan, while
Carlson remarked on the care
shown toward holy sites. The
strength of these accounts lies
in their portrayal of Jordanian
Christians as authentic citi
zens and partners within so
ciety. They serve as significant
testimonies to the personal ex
periences of those who shared
them-without, however, being
transformed into an absolute
judgement that would negate
the ongoing need to strengthen
rights and participation for all
citizens.

The significance of this pres
ence is amplified by the scale
of Carlson's audience; as of
October, he had approximate
Iy 17.9 million followers on X
and 5.78 million subscribers
on YouTube, in addition to mil
lions more across other plat
forms. This reach provides an
opportunity to highlight the
model of Muslim-Christian
coexistence in Jordan and to
challenge prevailing stereo-
types about the region. In this
context, one might consider
the possibility that actors hos
tile to Jordan's stability-such
as extremist, "takfiri” terrorist
groups-could seek to tarmish
this image and undermine na
tional cohesion, potentially
acting in coordination with or
under the direction of Israel.

Such an agenda involv-
ing planning, guidance, and
funding-would serve the clear
interest of damaging the image
of Jordanian social harmony
between Christians and Mus-
lims. More importantly, the
solidarity shown by Jordani-
ans-including the act of donat-
ing blood for the victims-effec-
tively thwarted any attempt to
exploit the crime to incite sec-
tarian strife. It demonstrated
that a shared national identity
is far stronger than any effort
to transform religious differ-
ences into a rift that could tear
society apart.

Furthermore, the target-
ing of Jordan's national co-
hesion could be wiewedas a
potential attempt to leverage
unrest to serve an Israeli objec-
tive: diverting attention away
from the crimes and violations
occurring in Gaza and the
West EBank, while entangling
Jordan in internal challenges
that drain its focus and po-
litical and diplomatic efforts.
Manufactured crises-regard-
less of their origin-create op-
portunities to weaken regional
solidarity and distract from
the suffering of the Palestin
ian people. The most effective
Jordanian response remains
the strengthening of national
unity, the thwarting of incite-
ment, and the continued de-
fense of Palestinian rights-en-
suring that this crime cannot
be exploited to destabilise Jor-
dan's position or undermine
its internal cohesion.

In the face of attempts to
capitalise on this crime, Jor-
dan can simultanecusly pro-
tect its domestic front and
uphold its supportive role to-
wards Palestine. It does so hy
relying on the solidarity and
awareness of its citizens, re-
fusing to let terrorism distract
from national priorities or al-
low religious diversity to be-
come a gateway for strife and
division among its people.

What is required today is
to transform solidarity into a
sustainable practice: Support-
ing the families of the victims
and the injured, enhancing the
protection of places of wor
ship, confronting incitement,
and developing border coop-
eration rooted in mutual re-
sponsibility. The perpetrators
of this crime sought to inflict
pain-perhaps betting that it
would erode national trust-but
the Jordanian people provided
their answer by standing to-
gether and sharing the duty of
rescue. From Karak, Jordan's
message is reinforced: It is a
state that protects its citizens,
a society that preserves its
bonds of poodwill and a na-
tion that unites its people in
life, destiny and responsibili-
ty-confronting terrorism with
awareness, cohesion and jus-
tice.

Hazan Dajah is professor of strategic
studies  at Al-Hussein  Bin  Talal
University
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Industrial exports rise 8.3% to

JD6.04b in first eight months of 2026

Chemicals, cosmetics rank first among industrial export sectors, reaching JD1.43b

AMMAN (JT) Jor
dan’s industrial exports
rose by 8.3 per cent in
the first eight months
of 2026 to JDG6.04 hil
lion, up from JD5.58
billion in the same pe-
riod last year, accord
ing to data released by
the Jordan Chamber of
Industry (JCI} on Tues-
day.

Industrial = exports
accounted for 93.5 per
cent of the Kingdom's
total exports during
the period, the Jordan
MNews Agency, Petra,
reported.

Chemicals and cos:
metics ranked first
among industrial ex
port sectors, reaching
JD1.43 billion, up 15.5
per cent and account
ing for 22.1 per cent of
total nmational exports.
Leather and garments
exports reached JD1.24
billion, while engi-
neering, electrical and
information  technol
ogy industries recorded
J0.06 billion.

Food and agricultural
exports rose by 16.3 per
cent to JD703 million,
while plastics and rub
ber exports increased
by 20 per cent. Con
struction industries
recorded the strongest
sectoral growth, surg
ing by 55.7 per cent,
followed by wooden
products and furniture
at 16.7 per cent, and
paper and packaging at

T file

Industrial exports rises by 8.3 per cent in the first eight months of 2026 to JDE.04 billion, according to data released by the
Jordan Chamber of Industry on Tuesday

7.6 per cent.

Garments were the
leading export com
maodity, generating
JI1.18 hillion and ac
counting for 18.2 per
cent of total exports.
Witrogen and chemi
cal fertilisers reached
JO780 million, while
raw potash exports to
talled JD403 million.

Other eommodities
recorded  significant
growth, with organic
chemical products ris
ing by 171 per cent,
adding JD57.4 million
to exports. Iron and
steel exports increased
by B6 per cent, copper
by 77 per cent, alumin.
ium by 30 per cent and
plastics by 20 per cent.

The United States re
mained Jordan's largest
export market, with ex
ports reaching JD1.29
billion, followed by

Iraq at JD750.5 million,

India at JD729.8 mil
lion and Saudi Arabia
at JD721.2 million. Ex
ports to China totalled
JD265.4 million, while
those to the United

Arab Emirates reached
JD246.8 million.

Exports to Irag rose
by JD151.2 million, or
25.2 per cent, while
shipments to China
increased by 74.6 per
cent. Exports to the
UAE grew by 27.8 per
cent, Syria by 20.3 per
cent and Palestine by
25.9 per cent.
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Mining sector seeks global investment
at International Conference in Australia

ANMMAN (IT) Min-
istry of Energy and
Mineral Resources Sec
retary General Amani
Azzam presented in-
vestment opportunities
in Jordan's mining sec
tor at the Intermational
Mining and Resources
Conference (MARC
2026) in Sydney, high-
lighting the country's
mineral resources and
potential for partner
ships with international
companies.

Speaking during a
session on global invest-
ment opportunities, Az
zam outlined Jordan's
competitive advantages
for mining investment
and efforts to attract
international investors,
according to a state-
ment by the Ministry
of Enerpy and Mineral
Resources.

She said His Majesty
King Abdullah's recent
visit to Australia and
meetings with mining

companies reflected
Royal efforts to expand
international coopera

tion and attract invest
ment to the sector.

Mining is a prior
ity under the Economic
Modernisation  Vision,
which targets annual
growth of 10 per cent in
the sector's contribution
to gross domestic prod-
uct through 2033.

The National Mining
Strategy for 2023-2033
focuses on expanding
exploration, attracting
private-sector  invest
ment and increasing the
added walue of mineral
TESOUrCEs.
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Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources Secretary General
Amani Azzam presents investment opportunities in Jordan's
mining sector at the International Mining and Resources

Conference in Sydney

Investment opportu
nities include copper,
gold, phosphates, rare
earth elements, bhase
metals, silica and basalt.

Azzam reviewed
progress on  mining
projects, including exec
utive agreements signed
for copper and gold in
2025, and a further cop
per agreement signed in
October 2026.

Studies on phosphate
projects in the eastern
region are also advanc
ing, with new executive
agreements  expected
before the end of the
Yearn

She stressed the
importance of mov-
ing beyond raw mate
rial extraction towards
dovmnstream manufac
turing to increase value
added, expand domestic

industrial  production
and create jobs.
The ministry said

Natural Resources Law
No. 19 of 2018 provides
the legal framework
for mineral explora
tion, while incorporat-
ing project executive
agreements into legisla
tion helps ensure legal
stability for long-term
investment.

It is also facilitating
access to technical data
through an interactive
map on its website and
preparing to launch a
digital platform for sub-
mitting applications.

Azzam reaffirmed the
ministry’s commitment
to responsible mining,
environmental protec
tion and ensuring that
projects  deliver socio
economic benefits to lo-
cal communities.

IMARC 2026 brought
together 12,000 partici
pants from 120 coun
tries and more than 500
exhibitors.

Study highlights untapped potential

for Jordanian Exports to Uzbekistan

ANIMATN (T} Uz
bekistan offers signifi-
cant untapped potential
for Jordanian exports,
particularly in phar
maceuticals, processed
foods, confectionery,
plastics and packaging
materials, according to
a joint study by Export
House and the Ministry
of Industry, Trade and

Supply.
Uzbekistan's total
commodity Imports

reached nearly $35.3 bil
lion in 2024, including
£2.28 billion in product
categories manufactured
in Jordan, the Jordan
News Apency, Petra, re
ported, citing the study.
While Jordan‘s global
exports in these catego
ries totalled $1.15 billion,
shipments to Uzbekistan
amounted to  just
$741,000, Thighliphting
substantial opportuni-
ties for Jordanian busi-
nesses to expand their
presence in the market.
Pharmaceuticals rep.
resent the largest oppor
tunity, with Uzbekistan

Uzbekistan
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importing $1.111 billion
in finished medicines
in 2024, compared with
Jordan's global pharma
ceutical exports of $728
million.

Other promising cat
egories include sweets,
chocolate and  bakery
products, for which Uz
bek imports reached
$189 million, as well as
plastics and packaging
materials at $104 million
and tahini, halva and
preserved plant products
at £33 million.

Uzbekistan’s economy
grew by 7.7 per cent in
2025, reaching a gross
domestic product of

$147 billion, with indus-
try accounting for 26.8
per cent of economic

output.

However, the study
identified seweral chal
lenges facing Jordanian
exporters, including
duty-free access enjoyed
by products from Com
monwealth of Independ.
ent States countries, high
land transport costs and
techniecal registration re.
quirements. Jordanian
goods also face stiff price
competition from Chi
nese manufacturers.

Pharmaceutical ex
ports require registra-
tion with Uzbekistan's

Ministry of Health, laho
ratory testing and com-
pliance with national
Good Manufacturing
Practice certification re
quirements, which took
effect on January 1, 2026,
according to the study.

The report said a pref-
erential trade agreement
between Jordan and Uz
bekistan could improve
the competitiveness of
Jordanian products in
the market.

Export House recom
mended that companies
identify applicable tar
iff classifications, work
with experienced local
agents, conduct trial
shipments and partici-
pate in trade exhibitions
in Tashkent m 2027.
These imclude UzFood,
zuPack, Power Uz
bekistan, UzledExpo
and InterPackExpo.

The study is part of a
broader joint initiative
examining export oppor
tunities in five promising
markets: Indonesia, Tan
zania, Uzbekistan, Kenya
and Malaysia.

Labour Ministry to launch 30-day campaign
on employment, workplace safety, nurseries

AMMAN (JT) The
Ministry of Labour on
Tuesday launches a 30-
day awareness cam
paign to ensure private
sector  establishments
comply with require
ments on  employing
persons with disabili
ties (PWDs), providing
occupational health and
safety personnel, and
establishing nurseries
for employees’ children
with qualified staff.

Ministry Spokesper-
son Mohammad Zyoud
said employment teams
had begun field visits to
raise employers” aware
ness of their legal ob
ligations and identify
available job opportu-
nities, according to a
statement by Ministry
of Labour.

Employers are be-
ing encouraged to use
the mnational employ
ment platform, Sajjil
thttps://sajil. gov.jol, to
recruit qualified gradu
ates for nursery-related
positions and occupa
tional health and safety

Petra phota

The Ministry of Labour on Tuesday launches a 30-

day awareness

campaign

to ensure private-sector

establishments comply with requirements on employing

persons with disabilities

roles, particularly in
specialisations with
limited employment
prospects.

The Ministry has
called on PWDs, oc-
cupational health and
safety specialists, and
individuals  qualified
to work in nurseries to
register or update their
information on Sajjil.

The Ministry will

assess their qualifi-
cations, identify suit-
ahle wacancies and
refer those requiring
further preparation to
training programmes
in coordination with
the Vocational Training
Corporation.

Minister of Transport
and Minister of Labour
Nidal Qatamin has di-
rected the ministry's

employment and inspec-
tion directorates and
the MNational Employ-
ment Programme team
to monitor compliance
with; the Labour Law,
the Law on the Rights
of PWDs and legislaticn
governing occupational
health and safety.

The requirements
include meeting statu
tory employment quotas
for persons with dis-
abilities and complying
with workplace safety
standards and nursery
provisions.

Zyoud said the Min
istry would provide
support through the
Natiomal Employment
Programme to estab-
lishments that meet the
legal requirements and
the programme’s eligi
bility criteria.

Following the 30-day
awWareness  campaign,
the Ministry will launch
expanded  inspection
campaigns and take
legal action against es
tablishments that fail to
comply with the law.

Tech firms gain on Anthropic

IPO optimism; HSBC slumps in London

LONDON (AFP) Tech
firms rose Tuesday for
a second day as Al titan
Anthropic's PO filing Te-
vived optimism over the
sector,

But gains were tem
pered as traders awaited
key earnings reports and
central bank mesetings.

In Mew Yaork, the tech
heavy MNasdag led the
way, up more than 1 per
cent in midday trading.
The wider S&P 500 was
also higher, but not by
as much, while the Dow
was little changed.

In a share-launch fil
ing Monday, Anthropic,
the mother company
for Claude AI, reported
first-half revenue surged
about 1,300 per cent year-

on-year, but also flagged
heavy capital spending
ahead.

“The fact that this five
year-old company could
soon launch a record
breaking IPO Thelped
boost investor confi
dence, following a deecid.
edly rocky period across
Al-adjacent corporations
of late," said David Mor
rison, an analyst at Trade
Nation,

Tesla, Nwvidia, Apple
and Microsoft were all
trading higher.

In London, the bench
mark FTSE 100 index was
dragged down by HSEC,
whose share price fell 5.4
per cent after its bumper
profits undershot market
expectations.

Mercedes-Benz  shed
3.8 per cent in Frankfurt
after the German ecar
maker cut its full-year
outlook, underperform
ing the DAX index which
slightly rose overall in
afternoon trading. Paris
also rose.

Earlier, equities rose
in Japan and Korea, also
boosted by Anthropic's
PO filing.

The sale is seen as a
crucial test of whether
the AT boom can deliver
profits and a disappoint
ing reception could dent
enthusiasm further, with
traders questioning the
vast sums invested in
the sector as well as sev-
eral companies’ financial
positions.

The filing lays out
risks for the Al industry,
which has faced a string
of damaging reports in
recent months.

Seoul's stock market
briefly jumped more
than 4 per cent on Tues-
day thanks to strong
gains in chip makers 5K
hynix and Samsung,

Tokyo added 1.8 per
cent on spikes in Tokyo
Electron, Advantest and
SoftBank.

“Sentiment  towards
technology has improved
as investors assess An-
thropic's IPO filing at the
start of a week packed
with corporate earnings
and the Federal Reserve's
rate decision," said Fiona
Cincotta at FOREX.com.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE
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by 3.95 per cent.

- Amman Stock Exchange (ASE)
trading value for Tuesday amounted to JD11.5
million spread over 4.8 million shares that trad-
ed through 4,896 transactions.

The ASE share price index shed 0.08 per cent,
closing at 4153.51 points.

Out of 100 companies whose shares were trad
ed, the share price of 29 companies rose while
the share price of another 42 declined.

Topping the list of the companies whose shares
gained the most were Jordanian Expatriates
Investment Holding by 6.67 per cent, Al Quds
Ready Mix by 4.55 per cent, Jordan Vegetable 0il
Industries by 4.17 per cent, Universal Modern In-
dustries by 4.15 per cent, and Shira Real Estate
Development and Investments by 4 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the
most were Jordan Dairy by 4.93 per cent, Arab
Aluminium Industry /4Aral by 4.90 per cent, Amad
Investment and Real Estate Development by 4.15
per cent, Jordan Poultry Processing and Market
ing by 4 per cent, and Ubour Logistic Services Plo

THE MARKET TODAY
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SPORTS Bayern 'risk' reaps huge reward

AT A GLANCE for Ballon d'Or winner Kane

TENNIS

Venus Williams suffers 16th
defeat in a row with loss to teenager

SHANGHAT (AFF)

Venus Williams suffered her

16th loss in a row in singles tennis as the 46-yearold
American icon was defeated by teenager Lilli Tagger
in straight sets at the Guangzhou Open on Tuesday.
Austria's Tagger, who is 28 years younger than the
former world number one, eased through 6-2, 6-2
in southern China. Williams, a seven-time Grand
Slam singles champion, last won a singles match
on the WTA Tour in July last year; Now ranked 599
in the world, Williams last played at the US Open in
August-September, when she lost in the first round
in straight sets to Sofia Eenin, Williams won in the
doubles with Indonesia's Janice Tjen in Guangzhou
on Monday. They will play again on Wednesday. The
53rd-ranked Tagger faces Magda Linette of Poland in

the next round.

Rybakina looking to clinch
year-end number one in Tokyo

TOEYD (AFF)

Elena Rybakina said on Tuesday

that she had "definitely got more attention® since
becoming world mumber one as she looks to clinch
the yearend top ranking this week in Japan, The
Mboscow-born Kazakh player became world number
one for the first time last month after winning the US
Open, replacing Aryna Sabalenka at the summit. The
achievement punctuated Rybakina's rise in a year
in which she also won the Australian Open in Janu-
ary and now has three Grand Slam career titles. The
27-year-old said she was exhausted mentally and
physically after her US Open win but she hounced
back to claim her fourth title of the seazon last week
at the Ningbo Open in China. She has already secured
her place at next month's season-ending WTA Finals
at Indian Wells. Rybakina can also clinch the year
end number one ranking if she beats fellow Kazakh
Yulia Putintseva in her first match at the Pan Pacific
Open in Tokyo. "The earlier I can confirm it the bet.
ter,” she said. "For me it's important just to get some
matches and be prepared for the final eight. If I can
make sure here after a win that I am going to stay
number one then great, if not I will have another
chance at the final eight." Rybakina took some time
off after the US Open and returmed at the China Open,
losing to 118th-ranked Alina Charaeva in the first
round. She missed the Wuhan Open with a foot injury
before beating Leylah Fernandez in the Ningho final.

LONDON [(AFF) The
crowning moment of
Harry Kane's career

came back in his na
tive city of London, but
winning the Ballon d'Or
would not have been
possible without taking
the “risk" of moving to
German giants Bayern
Mumich.

A product of the Tot
tenham academmy, Kane
blossomed into the club's
all-time record goalscor
er, with 280 poals by the
time he departed in 2023.

Yet, even Kane's fire-
power could not end
Spurs’ long wait for sil
verware as he headed to
Bavaria seeking trophies
to add to a host of goals
coring records.

The England cap
tain's decision to leawe
his homeland, with Alan
Shearer's record for most
Premier League goals in
sight, was questioned at
the time.

And some in Germany
doubted the wisdom of
paying a reported initial
fee of 100 million en
ros ($112 million) for a
30-year-old.

But the mowve has
proved a spectacular
success for both Kane
and Bayern.

“Making the move to
Bayern Munich was a big
step in my career. Some
people saw it as a risk,
but for me it was always
ahout improving,” Kane
told AFP at the glitzy
London gala on Monday,

"Being around the
teammates I am, the
team, the club, has defi
nitely pushed me on to
another level.”

Kane has plundered

AFP photo

England and Bayern Munich forward Harry Kane (right} reacts next to Brazil's former footballer Ronaldo after receiving the
Ballon d'Or award for the best male footballer during the 2026 Ballon d'0r France Football award ceremony at the Palladium

Theatre in London on Monday

goals at an astonish
ing rate since moving to
Germany, without sacri
ficing his ability to drop
deep and also act as a
playmaker.

In last week's 2.2
draw against Arsenal he
scored for a 10th consec
utive Champions League
game and also provided
one of the assists of the
season  for Alphonso
Davies.

Overall, Kane  has
struck 156 times in 159
games for Bayern, pick
ing up two Bundesliga
titles and last season's
German Cup in the
Process.

Dutch broadcaster pulls out

of Eurowsmn over Israel sensit

THE HAGUE (AFP) — The
Netherlands will not par
ticipate in next year's Eu
rovision Song Contest, its
public broadcaster NPG
said on Tuesday, citing
“sensitivities” over Israel’s
participation.

The Dutch withdrawal

iz the latest in a series of

boycotts from countries
unhappy at Israel's inclu
sion in the annual oousic
festival, given its mili
tary campaign in Gaza
sparked by the October 7
Hamas surprise attacks.
“We have known for
some time that Israel’s
participation elicits vari
ous reactions in society
and causes discussion
and division,” said Jurre
Bosman, NPO's media di
rector, in a statement.
“Therefore, after con
sultation with the Board
of Broadcasters, the NPO
has decided to forgo par

ticipation in 2027," added
Bosman.
The Dutch decision

brings to an end a series
of flip-flops owver its par
ticipation, highlighting
the divisive nature of the
debate in the country and
more broadly.

In August, the AVRO
TROS broadcaster, which
selects the Dutch entry
and broadeasts the show,
had pulled out, saying the
event can “no longer be
considered neutral” given
divisions owver the Gaza
WAL

AFP photo

Since its launch in 1955, Eurovision has become the ultimate pop platform

But a month later, NPO
stepped in to replace AV
ROTROS, saying it would
take on the responsibil
ity, only to reverse course
with its decision on
Tuesday.

Jet de Ramitz, NPO's
executive chairman, ac
knowledged their deci
sion would disappoint
many Dutch Eurovision
fans and stressed that
the contest would still
be aired on the public
channels.

However, De Ranitz
said: “We must conclude
that it is currently too
early to participate in the
Eurovision Song Contest
in 2027."

“Due to the sensitivities
surrounding the themes
currently at play, we have
decided to take a step

back for the time being,"

added De Ranitz.
‘Bangaranga’
In  Aupgust, organisers

announced they were
excluding any country
imvolved in an  armed
conflict from hosting the
competition.

But that has not pre
vented withdrawals, with
Ireland already announc
ing they will not take part
and the head of the Span
ish public broadcaster
also coming out in favour
of a boyeott.

Earlier this month,
the Czech public broad
caster pulled out, but
cited spending cuts as the
TEASON.

Next year's contest, the
world’s biggest live tel

evised music event, will
take place on May 15 in
Bulgaria’s Black Sea city
of Burgas.

It will be the first time
the Balkan nation has
hosted the contest, com
ing after Bulgarian singer
Darina Yotova, known as
Diara, won this year’s con
test in the Austrian capi
tal Vienna with the catchy
floor-filler “Bangaranga”.

Since its launch in
1955, Eurovision has be
come the ultimate pop
platform, catapulting
Swedish icons ABBA to
worldwide fame, as well
as boosting the likes of
Celine Dion, CLff Richard
and Olivia Newton-John.

The 2026 competition
was watched by 131 mil
lion wiewers, down 35
million from the year be
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That trophy haul is
still scant reward for
an outstanding career
built on hard work and
consistency.

“Work hard in silence.
Let success bhe your
noise,” Kane posted on
social media late on
Monday.

But the move to Bayern
has given Kane the plat
form to be considered
among the world's best.

“There's no way Harry
Kane could have won
the Ballon d'Or if he was
playing for Tottenham,”
said former England
defender turned pundit
Jamie Carragher.
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fore after five countries
boycotted it over Israel's
participation.

The Netherands, Ice
land, Spain, Ireland and
Slovenia all pulled out of
the 2026 contest — with
the latter three refusing
to bmadeast the show at
all.

The Dutch tock part
in the very first Eurovi
sion Song Contest back
in 1956, and have won on
five occasions.

Their most recent win
ner was Duncan Laun
rence, whose song Arcade
won the contest in 2019,
going on to top charts
globally.

It became the first Eu
rovision entry to reach
one hillion streams on
Spotify, according to the
Eurovision website.

The head of the Euro
pean Broadcasting Un
ion (EBU), which organ
izes the show, said he was
“deeply sorry” that The
Netherlands would not
be taking part.

“We understand their
decision, and we respect
the strength of feeling
behind it in the Nether
lands,"” said Martin Green
in a statement.

“At the same time, we
believe the Eurovision
Song Contest mattersin a
divided world."

NPO's Bosman said the
broadeaster was still tallk
ing with the EBU about
the future of the contest.

Bayern's  domination
they hawve won 13
of the past 14 titles
means the Bundeslipa is
often demeaned outside
of Germany.

But by playing for one
of the biggest clubs in
the world, Kane is guar
anteed to play Champi
ons League football eve
ry seasom, and Bayern
often go deep into the
competition.

‘Lot to achieve'

The move has also paid

dividends for England
Tottenham's reliance

on their talisman meant

Kane was forced to push
himself to the limit dur
ing the exhausting Eng
lish foothall schedule,
with two domestic cup
competitions and no
winter break.

By contrast, the Bun
desliga takes a three
week break over the
festive period and there
are only 18 teams, result
ing in four fewer league
games than in the Pre
mier League.

The added bonus for
KEane is that Bayern often
rest their star names lat
er in the season to keep
them fresh for the Cham
pions League.

Kane has captained
England in the past five
major tournaments,
which have ended in
defeats in two finals,
two semifinals and a
quarter-final.

At 33 he still believes
he has unfinished busi
ness at international lev
el and the extra rest af
forded by the Bundesliga
could prolong his career.

“To be winning awards
like this just shows why
I made the move in the
first place,” said Kane.

“There's always am
bition, there's always
dreams for new achieve
ments, new things. T still
have a lot to achieve in
this game.

“The Champions
League at club lewvel
and to win a major tro
phy with England is the
number one priority for
sure. There are so many
great things I want to
achieve."

Bayern have also been
big winners from their
investment in Kane.

The German club are
often overshadowed by
Barcelona and Real Ma
drid in the hattle for indi
vidual honours but Kane
has brought the Ballon
d'Or back to Munich for
the first time since Karl
Heinz Rummenigge won
the award in 1981.

“The club and Harry
Kane have got together,
grown together and
achieved the highest
aims together We are
proud that this all-round
outstanding sportsman
and person is part of our
FC Bayern family,” said
Bayern president Her
bert Hainer:
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Rapper Jay-Z, shown on the sideline at last season's Super Bowl, will serve as the halftime
musical performer at next February's Super Bowl in Los Angeles, the NFL announced

Jay-Z to perform at Super
Bow! LXI halftime show — NFL

LOS ANGELES, United
States (AFF) Rap
per Jay-Z will perform
at the Super Bowl LXI
halftime show this Feb
ruary in Los Angeles,
the NFL announced on

Monday.
Jay-Z's BRoc Nation
entertainment COT

pany has produced the
star-packed Super Bowl
halftime show each
year since 2020, select
ing the headliners, but
the hip-hop mogul has

not previously per
formed himself at the
EVETL.

"“When e first

reached an apgreement
with Roc Nation to pro

duce the show, I had just
one request: That Jay-Z
take the stage himself
one day, whenever the

NOW

moment felt right to
him,” NFL commission
er Roger Goodell said in
a joint statement.

I couldn't be more
excited for fans around
the world to experience
the artistry, creativity
and cultural impact he
will bring to the Super
Bowl stage.”

The announcement
did not specify whether
Jay-Z would be the sole
headliner.

It came after Jay-Z
who is married to pop
megastar Beyonce
performed two shows
last weekend at Los
Angeles' SoFi Stadium,
which will serve as the
venue for the Super
Bowl on February 14.

Those pigs served as
the culmination for a

year-long tour celebrat
ing the 30th anniver
sary of his debut album
"Reasonable Doubt”.

“From  'Reasonable
Doubt' to standing on
the Super Bowl halft
ime stage, this has been
a journey,” said Jay
Z, whose real name is
Shawn Carter.

“Thirty years of mu
gic, work, and culture
on the world's biggest
stage. This run contin
ues to be a dream come
true.”

In an indication of
the level of star power
Jay-Z could potentially
bring with him to the
halftime spectacular,
he was joined on-stage
in Los Angeles by John
Legend, DJ Khaled, Dr
Dre and Snoop Dogg.
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