Published by the Jordan Press Foundation

SOLIDARITY

Karak hospitals

receive 629 blood
units within 24 hours
of ehurch attack

2

www.jordantimes.com

GROWTH

N

National exports rise 3

6% to JD6.46b in
first eight months
of 2026 — DoS

Tuesday, October 27, 2026 | Jumada 16, 1448 Hijri

His Majesty King Abdullah on Monday offers condolences to the families of the victims of the
terrorist attack that targeted a church in the village of Hmoud in Karak Governorate

King offers condolences to
families of Karak attack martyrs

His Majesty hails security agencies
for arrest of terrorists in Karak attack

AMMAN (JT) His
Majesty King Abdullah
on Monday offered con
dolences to the families
of the victims of the ter
rorist attack that tar
geted a church in the
village of Hmoud in Ka
rak Governorate, affirm
ing that the terrorists

would not escape pun
ishment,

Also on Monday, His
Majesty praised secu
rity apencies for the
arrest of the three ter
rorists that carried out
the deadly attack in
Karak on Friday which
left nine people dead

and more than 30 others
injured.

Inaposton X, the King
said the security forces
had pursued the terror
ists and reaffirmed that
those responsible would
face justice.

Continued on page 5
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King meets with Iraq PM, underlines

deep Amman-Baghdad relations

B King stresses need for intensified international efforts to restore regional stability, protect se-
curity of Arab states, safeguard their sovereignty

B Hi Majesty warns of dangers posed by Israel's ongoing escalations in West Bank, Jerusalem

B Prime Minister Zaidi condemns terrorist attack that targeted church in Karak on Friday

AMMAN {JT) — His Maj
esty King Abdullah on
Monday held a meeting
with Irag Prime Minister
Ali Zaidi at Basman Pal
ace, during which they
discussed ways to en-
hance cooperatiom.

His Majesty empha
sised the depth of Jorda
nian-Iragi relations and
the importance of expand
Ing cooperation across
warious fields, particularly
energy, electricity inter
connection, transport and
security, in service of mu
tual interests, according to
a Royal Court statermnent.

The meeting also
touched on recent re
gional developments, with
the King stressing the
need to step up interna
tional diplomatic efforts
to restore stability, pro
tect the security of Arab

states and safeguard their
sovereignty.
His Majesty warned

of the dangers posed by
Israels ongoing escala
tions in the West Bank,
Hebron and Jerusalem,

His Majesty King Abdullah on Monday meets with lrag Prime Minister Ali Zaidi at Basman Palace

underscoring the need for
an immediate end to these
winlations.

For his part, Prime Min

ister Zaidi condemned the
terrorist attack that tar
geted a church in Karak on
Friday, reaffirming Iraqg's

solidarity with Jordan
and ssing his con
dolences to the families
of those martyred, and his

o
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wishes for a speedy recov
ery to the injured.

Continued on page 5

Jordanian Air Force strikes terrorist
targets in southern Syria — JAF

ANMMAN (JT) The
Royal Jordanian Air
Force carried out an
operation targeting
“terrorist hideouts in
southern Syria, in re
taliation for the at
tack on mourners at
a church funeral in
Karak on Friday, the
Jordan Armed Forces
Arab Army (JAF) said.

The  operation,
named “Jordanian
Deterrence~-Hmoud”,
involved fighter jets
striking several sites
and  destroying a
number of vehicles be
longing to the targeted
groups, JAF said in a
statement.

The army said that
the strikes, carried out
in coordination with

the Syrian government,
killed and wounded
numerous members of

the groups, which were
linked to those respon
sible for the attack in

Hmoud.

The statement re
affirmed the armed
forces' commitment to
protecting  Jordanian
citizens and confront
ing threats to national

security.
It also pledged to
continue efforts  to

combat extremism and
terrorism, and safe
guard the country and
its holy sites.

The statement con
cluded with a tribute
to the wictims of the
Karak incident, saying:
“May God have mercy
on the martyrs of Ka
rak and keep Jordan
strong and secure.”

Crown Prince: Arrests in Karak attack
fulfil promise to victims’ families

ANMMNAN (JT) HEH
Crown Prince Hussein
has said the rights of
the martyrs in the at-
tack on a church in
the village of Hmoud,
in Karak Governorate,
would mot be forgot
ten, following the ar
rest of the terrorists.
“We promised our
people in Karak that
the rights of our mar

tyrs would not be
lost,” the Crown Prince
said in a post on
Instagram.

The Crown Prince
praised security agen
cies for fulfilling their
promise and appre
hending those respon
sible for the attack.

s
“Their terrorism and
crimes will not shake
our resolve,” he added.

The

Crown FPrince
concluded his message

by praying for mer
cy for the wvictims, a
speedy recovery for the
injured, and protection
for Jordan.

SECURITY

Prime minister commends security
forces for swift response to Karak attack

AMMAN [JT) Prime
Minister Jaafar Has
san on Monday praised
security forces for car
rying out a "high-pre
cision” operation to ar
rest those responsible
for a terrorist attack in
Karak, saying the ter
rorists must face jus
tice,

In a post on the so
cial media platform X,
Hazsan commended
the security forces for
their professionalism
and exceptional ef
forts, noting that the
operation began in the
immediate aftermath
of the incident.

Hassan stressed that
the fight against ter
rorism and extremist
ideologies would con
tinue, adding that the
authorities would also
confront anyone who
sympathises with such
EToups.

He described the
fight as primarily a

of awareness

battle
and ideclogy, reaffirm
ing that Jordan would
show no leniency in

confronting these

threats.

“Mercy and eternal
rest to the martyrs,
and a terrible fate
for the criminals and
terrorists,” Hassan
said,

Karak attack terrorists acted alone, motivated

by extremist ideology — police chief

By Rana Husseini
ADNDMAN Puhlic Se

curity Directorate (PSD)
Director Maj.  Gen.
Obeidallah Maaytah on
Monday said that the
three suspected ter
rorists who attacked a
church in Karak, killing
nine people on Friday,
acted alone.

“The three men did
not plot the act and
were behind the funeral
when they decided to
launch their attack”
Obeidallah told report
ers during a press con
ference at the interior
ministry.

The police chief was
talking during a joint
press conference that
was also attended by
Interior Minister Mazeh
Faraya and Government
Communication MMinis-
ter and Official Govern
ment Spokesperson Mo
hammad Momani.

Obeidallah told re-
porters that initial in

|
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Government Communication Minister Mohammad Momani (left], Interior Minister Mazeh
Faraya (centre) and Public Security Directorate Director Maj. Gen. Obeidallah Maaytah speak
during a press conference on Monday at the Interior Ministry to unveil details related to Friday's

terrorist attack in Karak

vestigations  indicated
that the three suspects,
including two brothers
and a relative, “conduct-
ed the attack as a result

of a convergence of ide-
as among them”.

“It stemmed from
their own beliefs, their
deviation from the cor

rect path, and their
adoption of extremist
ideology and terrorism,”
the police chief added.
Earlier in the day,

government and police
officials announced
the arrest of three sus-
pects in connection
with Friday’s attack on
a church in Karak that
left nine dead and over
30 wounded.

On Friday, gunmen
approached a church
in the village of Hmoud
and opened fire on peo
ple who were attending
a funeral service.

Seven people were
killed instantly and
dozens were injured.
Two more people died
the following day.

Obeidallah told re-
porters that the three
suspects left in one
vehicle and “a special
team from sewveral secu
rity agencies was tasked
with following up the
incident, and was ahle
to locate them using so
phisticated egquipment
and evidence from the
scene’.

Continued on page 5
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Citizens from across the Kingdom donate a total of 220,150 millilitres of bloed in the initial
hours following the Friday's attack against the church

Karak hospitals receive 629 blood
units within 24 hours of church attack

AMMAN (IT) Citi
zens from across the
Kingdom rushed to
donate blood for the
victims of the Hmoud
church terrorist attack
in Karak, donating a
total of 220,150 mil
lilitres of blood in the
initial hours following
the incident.

Jordanians gathered
outside Karak Public
Hospital and Prince
Ali Military Hospital
to support the injured,
responding to urgent
calls for blood dona
tions posted on social
media platforms, the
Jordan News Agency,
Petra, reported.

On  Friday, pun
men approached a
church in the willage
of Hmoud and opened
fire on people who
were attending a fu
neral service.

Seven people were
killed instantly and
dozens were injured.
Two more people died
the following day.

The government and
the police on Monday
announced the arrest
of three suspects in

connection with the
Friday's attack on the
church.

The government
and the police
on Monday
announced

the arrest of
three suspects
in connection
with the Friday's
attack on the
church

Arahi Abu Oudeiri,
head of the technical
affairs at the Karak
Health Diractorate,
said that citizens do
nated 629 blood units
within the first 24
hours across both hos
pitals, where victims
required 30 units to
boost emergency med

ical response.

Abu Oudeiri noted
that the Karak Pub
lic Hospital received
397 blood units, while
Prince Ali Military
Hospital collected 232
units during the same
period.

Buses carrying do
nors arrived from Salt,
Tafileh, Jerash, and
other governorates to
participate in blood
donation campaigns
organised outside of
ficial blood banks
nationwide,

Sanad Youth Asso
ciation Chairman Sul
tan Khlaileh said that
the national turnout
demonstrates deep
cohesion, unity, and
solidarity ameong all
segments of Jordanian
society during times
of crisis.

Politics and Society

Institute Researcher
Hussein Sarayrah
noted that the re

sponse highlights the
strength of national
identity and mutual
responsibility  when
facing  threats to
society.

Prince Feisal opens Middle East Special
Operations Commanders Conference in Aqaba

AMMARN (JT) HRH
Frince Feisal on Mon
day attended the open-
ing of the Middle East
Special Operations
Commanders  Confer
ence (MESOC), held in
the presence of Chair
man of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff Maj. Gen. Majdi
Al Harasis and Public
Security Directorate Di
rector Maj. Gen. Obaid
allah Maaytah.

The conference
brought together senior
officers from the Jor
dan Armed Forces-Arab
Army (JAF), security
agencies, and official
figures from brotherly
and friendly mnations,
the Jordan News Agen
cy, Petra, reported.

More than 400 official
delegations represent
ing 75 countries and
350 exhibiting compa
nies from 38 nations
are participating in the
event to review defence
technologies and secu
rity strategies.

Participants aim to
address future security
challenges, strengthen
international coopera
tion, and exchange ex
pertise across multiple
operational fields.

Chairman of SOFEX

Petra photo

HRH Prince Feisal on Monday attends the opening of the Middle East Special Operations Commanders Conference in Agaba,
with the participation of more than 400 official delegations representing 75 countries

Betired Maj. Gen. Ay
man Batran said that
hosting the conference
highlights Jordan's in
ternational role as a
trusted partner in com
bating terrorism and
promaoting global peace.

Batran added that
this edition iz particu
larly significant given

the rapid technological
shifts, especially re
garding unmanned aer
ial systems and coun
ter-drone measures.

Commander of the
special forces stressed
that modern opera

tional effectiveness de
pends on anticipating
change and building

JMD warns of flash floods
as unstable weather intensifies

AMMAN (JT) The
Jordan  Meteorologi
cal Department (JMD)
forecast the impact of
the unstable weather
conditions that began
on Monday to intensify
on Tuesday, with show
ers expected in various
parts of the Kingdom,
including Agaba and
the Dead Sea.

The showers may be
accompanied by light
ning, thunder and occa
sional hail, while heavy
rainfall is expected at
intervals during the
evening and night in
some areas, potentially
causing flash floods in
valleys and low-lying
areas, according to a
JMD forecast.

The department add
ed that unstable weath

international strategic
partnerships to bolster
regional resilience.

The conference fea
tured three main panel
sessions focusing on
military-academie
industrial technical
integration, uncrewed
systems in asymmetric
warfare, and joint inte
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The Jordan Meteorclogical Department forecasts the impact of the unstable weather
conditions that began on Monday to intensify on Tuesday, with showers expected in various
parts of the Kingdom, including Agaba and the Dead Sea

er conditions would
continue on Wednesday,
with showers expected
in several areas, poten
tially becoming heavy
at times and accompa
nied by thunderstorms.

The conditions are
expected to ease on
Thursday, bringing

mild daytime tempera
tures to the highlands
and plains, and moder
ate temperatures else
where, the JMD said,
adding that it will be
relatively cold at night
in most areas.

The department
warned of the risk of

flash floods in walleys
and low-lying areas,
particularly on Tuesday
and Wednesday, includ
ing Agaba and the Dead
Sea.

JMD also cautioned
against thunderstorms
and hail, reduced hori
zontal wisibility due

gration centres.

MESOC serves as
the official conference
preceding the Special
Operations Forces Ex-
hibition (SOFEX 2028,
which is scheduled to
commence on Tuesday
in Agaba under Royal
patronage and runs for
three days.

to dust in desert ar
eas, and fog over high
mountainous areas.

The department
urged citizens to stay
away from flood chan
nels and wvalley beds
and not to risk crossing
them, calling on motor
ists to exercise caution.

JMD stressed that
unstable weather con
ditions can bring wary
ing rainfall intensity
and distribution across
different areas.

Temperatures on
Tuesday in Amman are
expected to range be
tween 26°C and 17°C,
while both Agaba and
the Dead Sea area will
register a high of 32°C
and low of 22°C, ac
cording to the JMD
forecast.

Columbia Centres Amman panel explores
putting responsible Al into practice

By Saeb Rawashdeh

ANMMAN Colum
bia Centres Amman on
Wednesday organised
a panel about perspec
tives on Al with the
Columhia  University
School of Professional
Studies.

While many organisa
tions hawve articulated
ambitious and prin
cipled  commitments
around AI, the chal
lenge remains how to
embed these principles
into organisational
strategy, decision
making, processes, in
centives and technical
implementation.

This wirtual conven
sation examines the
transition from ethical
AT to responsible AT in
practice, with particu
lar attention to how
responsibility and ac
countability can be lost,
diluted, or overlooked
as decisions mowve be
tween organisational,
managerial and techni
cal levels.

The panel presented
actionahle concepts
for deploying respon
sible Al across wvaried
organisational set
tings, helping partici
pants understand not
only why responsible
Al matters, but also
how to implement it,
measure pProgress, as
sign responsibility, and
sustain  accountabil
ity from organisational
strategy through to
technical deployment.

ond Principle

“This online event
is part of the 'Al Im
perative” series  that

addresses artificial in
telligence from an inter
disciplinary  perspec
tive, The series convenes
experts from across Co
lumbia University span
ning disciplines such as
business, public policy,
engineering, journalism,
public health and data
science,” said Director
of Columbia Centres
Amman Haniya Salah.

"It is not just an ethi
cal commitment, it's
also ahout managing
legal and reputational
risk, meeting emerging
regulatory expectations
and protecting people's
data and rights," said
Saba Kawas from the
University of Jordan.

Kawas added that
when the AI system
fails, weather through
bias, privacy violation,
unsafe behaviour or
even opaque decisions,
the consequences can
extend well beyond a
technical error.

They can create le
gal exposure, damage
public confidence and

make it harder for or

ganisations to deploy AT
in ways that benefit the
people they are serving.

Kawas added that
responsible Al is more
than awvoiding harm. It
is about establishing a
clear accountability.

“The challenge is that
these commitments are
easy to state and harder
to operationalise,” Ea
was underlined.

Ansaf Salleb-Aouissi,
a senior lecturer in the
discipline of computer
science at Columbia
University, said that the
principles of ethical AT
should be addressed
together because they
interact.

Transparency can
help fairmess audits, but
if you take for instance
privacy and bias you
should have access for
private data like ethnic
ity, which organisation
may not collect, Salleb
Aonissi said.

"Every organisation
has to make decizsions
or trade-offs; whether
they know it or not, they
have to make this kind
of choices," Salleb-Aou

issi underlined.

Frofessor Nicole Al
exander from Columbia
University is the author
of the book "Ethical AT
in Marketing: Aligning
Growth, Responsibility
and Consumer Trust’,
and for her, responsible
Al in practice is about
closing that gap be
tween what an organi
sation says it believes
in and how it actually
Dperates.

‘l think the harder
gquestion is what hap
pens when those foun
dational principles
meet things like com
mercial pressure, com:
peting  priorities  or
something as simple as
a deadline,” Alexander
said.

Responsible AT is an
organisation's chal
lenge for Alexander as
miuch as it is a technical
One.

Omne can build techni
cally sophisticated sys
tem, Alexander contin
ued, but that does not
automatically make it
appropriate for the con
text in which it is being
used.

"Responsible AT is
not how system works
or even necessarily the
system accuracy. It's
weather it works ap
propriately for the
people and the context
involved, whether some
one is responsible for
its impact and whether
the trust placed in that
system is justified,” Al
exander said.

ASEZA chief Canada ambassador discuss
biodiversity protection in Agaba

AMMAN (JT) Chief
Commissioner of the
Agaba Special Economic
Zone Authority (ASEZA)
Shadi Majali on Monday
received Ambassador of
Canada to Jordan Louis

Martin Aumais over av

enues for enhancing co

operation in marine and
terrestrial  biodiversity
protection.

They also discussed
means to support sus
tainable  development
through the "Enhancing
Marine Biodiversity and
Besilience in Agaba's
Coastal Ecosystems"
{(EmBRACE]} project,
funded by the Canadian
government, according
to an ASEZA statement.

The meeting was at
tended by ASEZA Com
missioner for Environ
ment and Public Safety
Nidal Ouran and Agaba
Project Manager at the
United MNations Devel
opment Frogramme
(UNDPF} in Jordan Sami
Tarabieh.

Majali underlined
the wvital role of interma
tional partnerships in
safepuarding  Agaba's
natural resources and
alipning environmental
sustainability with eco
nomic opportunities to
foster the growth of the
blue economy and secur
ing local livelihoods.

He stressed that bio
diversity protection re
mains a cornerstone of
Agaba’s  development
agenda, hiphlighting
the walue of collaborat
ing with Canada and

ASELA photo

Chief Commissioner of the Agaba Specdial Economic Zone Authority Shadi Majali and
Ambassador of Canada to Jordan Louis-Martin Aumais on Monday discuss avenues for
enhancing cooperation in marine and terrestrial biodiversity protection

the UNDP to preserve
marine and coastal en
vironments whilst build
ing ecosystem resilience
against climate change.

Aumais said that Aga
ba's role as an economic
driver for Jordan contin
ues to grow, including
through its contribution
to regional development
and tourism.

"With the recent inclu
sion of the Agaba Marine
Eeserve on the TNESCO
World Heritage list, the
protection and manage
ment of Agaba’s coastal
TESOUTCES aTe IMore Im
portant than ever’ the
ambassador added.

He noted that Canada
is proud to contribute to
these efforts through an
investment of JDE mil
lion to support terres
trial and marine ecosys
tems in the Agaba region,
in partnership with the
UNDE, ASEZA, local part
ners and communities.

UNDP Resident Rep
resentative in  Jordan
Randa Aboul-Hosn said

that the UNDP is proud
of its long-standing part
nership with the govern
ment of Canada, which
has supported numer
ous initiatives aimed at
enhancing  sustainable
development and en
vironmental  resilience
across Jordan.

“The EmBRACE
project exemplifies an
integrated approach to
biodiversity = conserva
tion, connecting Agaba's
marine and coastal eco
systems with its moun
tain and desert environ
ments, while addressing
the underlying drivers of
environmental degrada
tion,” Aboul-Hosn said.

She added that be
yond protecting natural
resources, the project
opens new pathways for
sustainahble development
by fostering innovation
and promoting the blue
and circular economies
as promising drivers
of inclusive growth in
Agaba, particularly for
women and youth.

"This reflects our wi
sion of leveraging envi
ronmental protection as
a driver for lasting trans
formation that yields
long-term  environmen
tal, social and economic
benefits,” Aboul-Hosn
highlighted.

During his wisit to
Agaba, the ambassador
reviewed ongoing efforts
to protect biodiversity.

His itinerary included
visits to the ASEZA plant
nursery, the Agaba Bird
Observatory and the
Agaba Marine Reserve to
observe initiatives aimed
at conserving terrestrial
and marine habitats, re
storing ecosystems and
building resilience.

Implemented by the
UNDP in partnership
with ASEZA alongside
national and local part
ners, the project aims to
protect biodiversity, re-
store terrestrial, coastal
and marine ecosystems,
promote  nature-based
solutions and support
sustainable livelihoods.
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King receives call
from Oman sultan

ANMMAN (JT) - His
Majesty King Abdullah
received a phone call
on Monday from Sultan
Haitham Bin Tarik of
Oman, who expressed
hizs condolences ower
the loss of the victims of
the terrorist attack on a

church in Karak Gover
norate.

During the call, Sul-
tan Haitham affirmed
Oman's solidarity with
Jordan, emphasising
hiz countrys rejection
of terrorism and the
targeting of places of

worship and terrorising
of innocent people. The
sultan also offered his
sympathies to the fami-
lies of the martyrs, and
wished a rapid recov-
ery to those injured, ac-
cording to a Royal Court
statement.

CONDOLENCES

Safadi receives calls from foreign ministers
condemning Karak church terrorist attack

AMMAN (JT) — Depu
ty Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign

Affairs Ayman Safadi
received phone calls
from several foreign
ministers EXpress
ing condemnation of
the terrorist attack on
Saint George's Greek
Orthodox Church in
Hmoud wvillage, Karak

Governorate and of-
fering condolences for
the martyrs.

The foreign minis
ters reiterated their
countries' full soli
darity with Jordan
and wished a speedy
recovery to those in
jured in the attack, ac
cording to a ministry
statement.

Safadi received
calls from UAE Dep
uty Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Abdullah a4l
MNahyan, CQatari Prime

Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh WMo
hammed Al Thani,
Iragi Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister Fuad Hus
sein, and Saudi For
eign Minister Prince
Faisal Al Saud.

The foreign
ministers
reiterated their
countries' full
solidarity with
Jordan...

Calls were also re
ceived from Egyptian
Foreign Minister Badr
Abdelatty,  Bahraini

National exports rise 6% to JD6.46b

AMMAN (JT) MNa
tional exports rose by
6 per cent in the first
eight months of 2026 to
JDE.464 billion, up from
JD6.098 billion in the
same period last year,
according to the Depart
ment of Statistics (DaS).

Exports of garments
and related accessories
increased by 4.6 per
cent, chemical and mi
trogenous fertilisers by
16.4 per cent, pharma
ceutical  preparations
by 1.8 per cent and raw
potash by 12.3 per cent.

Exports to China rose
by 74.3 per cent, to Syr
ia by 28.9 per cent and
to the Eurcpean Union
by 11.4 per cemt. Jor
danian products also

T file

The Department of Statistics says that national exports rose by 6 per cent in the first eight
maonths of 2026 to JD6.464 billion

entered new markets
in Singapore and South
Korea.

Jordan and Amman
Chambers of Industry
President Fathi Jag

hbeer attributed the
growth to the indus
trial sector's resilience

in first eight months of 2026 — DoS

and ability to adapt to
challenging external
conditions.

He stressed the im
portance of diversify
ing export markets and
products  to  sustain
growth and reduce pro
duction costs.

Jordanian Exporters
Association Chairman
Senator Ahmad Khudari
said that exports con
tribute to strengthen
ing foreign currency re
serves and support the
targets of the Economic
Modernisation Vision.

He added that plans
were under way to ex
pand Jordanian exports
into China, Russia, Be
larus, Kazakhstan, Ar
menia and Kenya.

Jordan, Turkey

AMMAN (JT} — Jordan
and Turkey on Monday
held the second round
of political consulta
tions in Ankara to dis
cuss ways to strength
en bilateral relatioms,
expand  cooperation
and address regional
and international de

velopments.
The consultations
were co-chaired by

Foreign Ministry Sec
retary  General Am
bassador  Dhiefallah
Al Fayez and Turkish
Deputy Foreign Min

The consultations were co-chaired by Foreign Ministry Secretary General Ambassador
Dhiefallah Al Fayez and Turkish Deputy Foreign Minister Ambassador Musa Kulaklikaya

ister Ambassador
Musa Kulaklikaya, ac
cording to a ministry

statement.
Both sides stressed
the strong Jordanian

Jordan, Uzbekistan to sign trade agreement
covering 300 commodities — minister

AMMAN (JT) — Jordan
and Uzbekistan plan
to sign a preferential
trade agreement cov
ering 300 commodities
to boost bilateral trade
and investment, Uzbek
Minister of Invest
ment, Industry and
Trade Laziz Kudratowv
said on Monday.

Speaking at a meet
ing with industrial
sector representatives
at the Amman Cham
ber of Industry, Kudra-
tov said that the agree
ment would grant
preferential customs
treatment to 150 goods
from each country, the
Jordan News Agency.
Petra, reported.

He said the agree
ment would help ex
pand trade, strengthen
industrial ties and cre
ate new opportunities
for companies in both
countries.

Eudratov said that
the planned agree
ment reflected the
commitment of both
countries’ leaderships
to strengthening eco

Uzbek Minister of Investment, Industry and Trade Laziz Kudra-
tov on Monday meets with industrial sector representatives at
the Amman Chamber of Industry

nomic relations and
creating a supportive
environment for busi
ness growth,

He added that the
coming period would
see bilateral meetings,
a business forum and a
joint exhibition involy
ing more than 100 rep

resentatives of Uzbek

companies.
The agreement
would also provide

an opportunity to in-
crease the presence of
Jordanian products in
the Uzbek market and
expand economic co
operation, he said.

Turkish relations and
their commitment to
expanding economic,

hold second round of political consultations

trade and investment
cooperation.

They also discussed
developing partner
ships in energy, wa
ter, infrastructure,
transport and regional
connectivity, as well
as promoting ties be
tween private sector
institutions.

The two sides under
scored the importance
of strengthening polit
ical consultations and
coordination to serve
the mutual interests of
both countries.

Foreign Minister Ab-
dullatif Al Zayani, Eu
waiti Foreign Minis-
ter Sheikh Jarrah Al

Sabah, Syrian Foreign
Minister Asaad Al
Sheibani and Yemeni
Foreign Minister Afrah

Al Zouba.

Safadi also received
calls from Greek For
eign Minister Giorgos
Gerapetritis, Cypriot
Foreipn Minister Con-
stantinos Kombhos,
Canadian Foreign
Minister Anita Anand,
French Foreign Min-
ister Jean-No&l Bar
rot and German For
eign Minister Johann
Wadephul.

Singaporean For
eign Minister Vivian
Balakrishnan, Norwe-
gian Foreign Minister
Espen Barth Eide, UK
Foreign Secretary Ed
Miliband, Spanish
Foreipn Minister José
Manuel Albares, Dutch
Foreipn Minister Tom
Berendsen and Maltese
Foreign Minister Chris
Fearne also expressed
their condolences
and solidarity with
Jordan.

ATHila

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Monday expresses Jordan's support for the United Arab
Emirates’ nomination of Lana Zaki Musseibeh for the position of secretary general of the United

Mations

Jordan backs UAE nominee for
UN secretary general post

AMMAN (IT) The
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs on Monday ex
pressed Jordan's sup-
port for the United
Arab Emirates' nomi
nation of Lana Zaki
Nusseibeh for the
position of secretary
general of the United
Nations.

The ministry com
mended Nusseibeh's
diplomacy, extensive
experience and distin-
guished career in mul
tilateral  diplomatic
work, highlighting her
contributions to fos
tering dialogue and in
ternational consensus,

Food industry strateqy targets
JD1.61b in exports by 2029 — ministry

AMMAN (JT) The
National Strategy for
the Food Industries

Sector [2027-2029) tar
gets food exports of
JD1.61 billion by 2023,
up from JD1.232 hil
lion in 2027, according
to the Ministry of In-
dustry, Trade and Sup
ply.

The strategy also
aims to raise the seec-
tor's wvalue added to
between JD2.2 billion
and JDZ2.4 billion and
annual production to
between JD5.5 billion
and JD5.8 billion by
the end of the strat
egy peried, the Jordan
News Apgency, Petra,
reported.

It seeks to increase
the share of high value
added products in total
production to between
32 and 35 per cent by
2029, compared with
a baseline of about 25
per cent. Their share
of total food exports is
targeted to reach be-
tween 45 and 50 per

The Ministry of Industry, Trade and Supply says that the Mational Strategy for the Food
Industries Sector (2027-2029) targets food exports of JD1.561 billion by 2029, up from JD1.232
billion in 2027

cent.

Priority activities in-
clude processing and
preserving fruit and
vegetables, producing
chocolate and confec-
tionery, manufacturing
ready-made meals and
developing other food
products to deepen do
mestic processing and
increase value added.

To improve produc-

tivity and technology
adoption, the strategy
targets increasing the
share of food industry
establishments using
digital operating and
management systems
to between 50 and 60
per cent by 2029, up
from less than 20 per
cent at baseline.
Proposed initiatives
include establish

according to a minis
try statement.

The ministry
commended
Nusseibeh's
diplomacy...

The ministry reiterat
ed the Kingdom's com
mitment to supporting
multilateral internation
al action and strength
ening the effectiveness

ing a mnational dig
ital food traceability
system from farm to
factory, upgrading
national food labora
tories and modernis-
ing food inspection
and compliance sys-
tems to help export
ers meet the technical
requirements of target
markets.

The strategy also

of the UN in addressing
global challenges.

It also emphasised
the importance of safe-
guarding international
peace and security in
accordance with the UN

Charter and interna
tional law.
The ministry ex-

pressed its full confi
dence in Nusseibeh's
ability to enhance the
efficiency of the interna
tional organisation and
develop its performance.
The ministry wished
her complete success in
her candidacy for the
leadership post of the
international body.

seeks to expand con
tract farming to link
farmers with food
processing plants and
develop agro-industri-
al hubs near farming
areas to reduce post
harvest losses.

Other measures in-
clude improving lo
gistics and cold-chain
infrastructure for food

exports, localising
advanced packaging
industries and devel

oping pilot manufae-
turing facilities and a
national export iden-
tity for Jordanian food
products.

By 2033, the strategy
aims to increase food
exports to between
JD2Z2 billion and JDZ.2
hillion, raise the share
of high walue added
products in total pro-
duction to between 40
and 45 per cent and
increase digital system
adoption among food
industry establish-
ments to more than 80
per cent,
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A handout photo provided by the Saudi Press Agency on Monday, shows a member of the civil
defence assessing damage in south-western Saudi Arabia reportedly caused by debris from the

interception of two ballistic missiles fired by Yemen's Houthis

Saudi coalition says intercepted
missile after Houthis hit Riyadh airport

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia
[AFP) The Saudi-led
military coalition said
on Monday it inter
cepted a ballistic mis
sile fired by Yemen's
Houthis, after the Iran
backed group claimed
a new attack on the in
ternational airport in
Riyadh.

The Houthis have car
ried out waves of strikes
on the King Khalid Inter
national Airport in Riya
dh, including an attack
this month that lkilled
13 people and wounded
more than 300, the dead
liest in the kingdom in
maore than a decade.

Coalition spokesman
Turki Al Malki said on
Monday that air de
fences “intercepted and
destroyed a ballistic mis
sile” fired by the Houthis
toward Riyadh, and de
stroyed two ballistic mis

sile launchers in Yemen's
capital Sanaa

“We continue the proc
ess of dismantling the
ballistic missile network
of the terrorist Houthi
militia,” Al Malki wrote
on XK.

On Sunday, the Houthis
said they had launched
an attack on the airport
in Riyadh, after the king
dom announced that
flights had resumed.

The airport closure
forced the postponement
of the lingdom's flagship
investment conference
until 2027 and disrupt
ing travel plans for thou
sands of passengers.

The Dakar Rally also
joined a prowing list of
events that were can
celled, postponed or re
located amid the fallout
from the war

As operations resumed
at Riyadh airport, Greek

FF photo

Frime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakizs met Saudi
Crown Prince Moham
med bin Salman.

During the meeting,
Mitsotakis “responded
favourably to the king-
dom’s request to keep the
Patriot system in Saudi
Arabia, given the current
challenging circumstane.
es", his office said.

Greece has deployed a
battery to operate the US
made Patriot air defence
system in Yanbu, a major
oil export hub on the Red
Sea coast.

On Sunday, the Saudi
led military coalition said
it intercepted at least 10
ballistic missiles.

The lingdom's civil de
fence agency later said
two people were injured
in the south by falling de
bris, also reporting dam
age to several buildings
and wehicles.

Kazakhstan marks Republic Day, highlights
progress since sovereignty declaration

Country celebrates state-building, economic growth and growing international role

Mai Anati

ANINIAN Kazakhstan
marked Republic Day on
Sunday, commemorat-
ing its 1990 Declaration
of State Sovereignty and
reflecting on more than
three decades of state
building, economic
transformation and in
ternational engagement.

Celebrated annually
on October 25, Republic
Day marks a key step
towards independence,
which Kazakhstan de
clared on December 16,
1891. Since them, the
country has established
national  institutions,
developed an independ
ent foreign policy and
become Central Asia's
largest economy.

Kazakhstan joined the
United Nations in March
1992 and introduced
its mnational currency,
the tenge, in November
1993. It has since built
an international diplo
matic presence, main-
taining  partnerships
with Russia, China, the
European Union, the
United States and neigh
bouring Central Asian
countries,

Nuclear disarma
ment remains a defin
ing part of that record.
Kazakhstan closed the
Semipalatinsk nuclear
test site in 1991 and re-
linquished the nuclear
arsenal inherited from
the Sowviet Union, with
all nuclear warheads re
moved by 1995.

The country has also
strengthened its role as
a link between Asia and
Europe. Its strategic lo
cation between China,
Russia, Central Asia and
the Caspian Sea sup
ports  regional trade,
while investment in
transport infrastructure
is advancing the Middle
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Kazakhstan marked Republic Day on Sunday, commemorating its 1990 Declaration of State Sovereignty and reflecting on more

than three decades of state-building, economic transformation and international engagement

Corridor, an alternative
route connecting Asian
and European markets.

Economic diversi
fication is now a key
priority.  Kazakhstan's

ss domestic product
reached $306 billion in
2025, with real growth
of 6.5 per cent. Although
oil, mining and uranium
remain important, man-
ufacturing contributed

12.8 per cent of GDP in
2025, surpassing mining
and guarrying at 11.7
peT cent.

The country is also in
vesting in digital trans-
formation. Around 90
per cent of public serv
ices were available on
line by the end of 2025,
while IT service exports
reached $1.142 billion.

Despite this progress,

Kazakhstan faces chal
lenges in reducing its
reliance on natural re-
sources, strenpgthening
innovation and address-
ing environmental pres
sures, including water
security and the legacy
of the Aral Sea’s decline,

As the country marks
Bepublic Day, its next
phase of development
centres on building a

more diversified econ
omy, expanding tech
nological capacity and
translating  economic
growth into improved
living standards.

The anniversary re

calls the declaration
that laid the founda
tions for sovereignty

while highlighting the
priorities shaping Kaza
khstan's future.
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Egypt parliament authorises defensive
support to Saudi Arabia — state media

CATRO (AFP} — Egypt's
parliament author
ised on Monday send
ing military support
to Saudi Arabia to de-
fend the kingdom from
attacks by Yemen's
Houthis, following a
request from President
Abdel Fattah Al Sisi.
The House of Repre-
sentatives “approved
authorising President
Abdel Fattah Al 5isi
to take the necessary
measures to support
the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia”, state newspa
per Al Ahram reported.
Sisi last week had
asked parliament to
authorise military sup

Brazil’s Lula

BRASILIA (AFP) — Era
gil's leftist President
Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva was reelected
against all expecta
tions on Sunday, but
his conservative rival
Flavio Bolsonaro re-
fused to accept the
loss and said he would
seek to have the vote
annulled.

Lula's dramatic
comeback meant Era
zil had not followed
Argentina, Chile, Co
lombia and Feru, all
backed by US Presi
dent Donald Trump, in
swinging to the right.

EU chief Ursula won
der Leyen hailed Lula's
reelection as a triumph
for “"democracy and
multilateralism”, join-
ing a slew of world
leaders who welcomed
the leftist fipurehead's
return for an unprec
edented fourth term.

Lula, who turns 81
on Tuesday, defied pro
jections to defeat Bol

AFP photo

This photo shows the Egyptian Parliament building in the New Administrative Capital on

Monday

port to Saudi Arabia, “if

requested”.

It was not immedi
ately clear what defen

sive support could be
provided by Egypt, the

Arab world's largest
military, which boasts
hundreds of thou
sands of active per
sonnel, fighter jets and
complex air defences
sourced from countries
including the US, Chi
na, France and Russia.
Sizi said on Wednes
day that his country's
support would be to
“defend Saudi territory,
and does not include
an attack on Yemen".
"“We are talking
about defending the
land and borders of the
kingdom,” he said in a
speech, adding that the
top priority was for a
diplomatic solution.

wins fourth term, Bolsonaro seeks to annul result

AFP photo

Brazil's President and presidential candidate Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva delivers a speech to supporters after winning the
presidential runoff election in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on Sunday

sonmaro, a senator and
the son of jailed former
far-right president Jair
Bolsonaro, and win an
unprecedented fourth
term.

According to official
results, he won 51.8
per cent of the votes to
48.2 per cent for Flavio

Bolsonaro, with Lula
pulling around 4.4 mil-
lion more votes.

Lula was warmly
congratulated by the
leaders of left-wing
gOVErnments  AcCTOSS
Central America, in
cluding Mexico, Cuba
and Venezuela.

“Long live democra
cy, the people of Erazil
won,” Mexican Presi
dent Claudia Shein
baum said on X.

Right-wing govern
ments in Chile, Ec
uvador and Peru said
they wanted to work
towards common goals
with the region's eco
nomic powerhouse,

China echoed that
sentiment, while In
dian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also
offered his friend
Lula his “heartiest
congratulations”.

Fireworks and wu
vuzelazs rang out in
Rio de Janeiro, while
thousands of people
dressed in red, the
color of Lula's Work
ers’ Party, streamed
into the streets of Sao
Paulo to celebrate.

“People went to vote
because we managed
to convince them that
voting was very impor
tant for ensuring de-

mocracy in the coun
try," Lula said in his
first comments after
the win.

Sunday's vote was
marked by confusion
after a Supreme Court
ruling extended voting
by two hours because
some polling stations
had already closed.

The move came at the
request of Lula, who
complained that buses
had heen pulled from
circulation in wvarious
cities, barring citizens
from voting.

Flavio Bolsonaro
also requested an ex
tension in some Te-
gions due to heavy
rains, but he described
the decision as “unac
ceptable” and a “dirty
trick”

“It is impossible to
recognise the results.
1 am going to request
the annulment of these
elections,” he =said,
stone-faced, in a brief
speech in Brasilia.
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Jordan condemns Israeli far-right

minister stormin

AMMAN (JT] — Jordan
on Monday condemned
an incursion by far
right Israeli national
security minister Ita
mar Ben-Gvir and
groups of Israeli set
tlers into the Al Agsa
Mosque Compound/ Al
Haram Al Sharif in oc
cupied East Jerusalem,
under the protection
of Israeli occupation
forces.

In a statement om
Monday the Foreign
Ministry warned
against attempts to al
ter the historical and
legal status quo of the
Agsa Mosgque, Islam's
third holiest site.

The ministry
slammed the storm
ing into the mosque
as a wiolatiom of in
ternational law and
international humani
tarian law, and a des
ecration of the holy
site.

Ministry spokesper
son Fouad Majali reaf
firmed Jordan's “cat
egorical rejection  of
repeated incursions by
Israeli ministers, of-
ficials and settlers, as
well as their provoca
tive practices”.

He also condemned
Israeli occcupation
forces for providing
protection and facili
tating access to the
compound.

Majali said that the
repeated incursions
sought to impose a
new reality at the site
by attempting to di
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An aerial view shows Jerusalem's Al Agsa Mosque Compound, Islam’s third holiest shrine, with the Dome of the Rock in the centre

vide it temporally and
spatially.

He stressed that Is-
rael has no sovereignty
over occupied Jerusa
lem or its Islamic and
Christian holy sites,
warning that contin

ued vwiolations and
provocative actions
could have serious

CONsSequences.

The ministry called
on the international
community to take a
firm position and pres
sure Israel, as the oc
cupying power, to halt

unlawful practices
apainst  Jerusalem's
Islamic and Chris

tian holy sites. It also

urged Israel to end re
strictions on worship
pers’ access to Al Agsa
Mosque.

Majali reiterated Jor
dan's position that the
entire Al Agsa Mosque
Compound, Al Haram
Al Sharif covering 144
dunums, is a place of
waorship exclusively for

Muslims.

He added that the Je
rusalem Awgaf and Al
Agsa Mosque Affairs
Department, which op
erates under Jordan's
Ministry of Awgaf, has
exclusive legal author
ity to administer the
compound and regu
late access to it

In America’s conservative heartland of
Kansas, Democrats dream of victory

CHANUTE, United
States (AFP) Demo
crats in the largely

rural, conservative US
state of Kansas are
hoping they can ex
ploit wvoter discontent
with President Don
ald Trump and send a
Demccrat to the Sen
ate — a feat that hasn't
been achieved since
1932,

“I'm really optimis
tic for the first time in
a while,” said Travis
Falstad, 53, a rare left
leaning voter in Neosho
County, in the heart of
the Great Plains.

Two vyears ago, 73
percent of woters in
this county supported
the Republican Trump.
But white yard signs
bearing the name of
Adam  Hamilton, the
Democratic candidate
for Senate, can be seen
here and there.

Kansas isn't the only
state previously con
sidered out of reach
where the Democrats
are daring to dream
of winning in the mid
term elections on No
vember 3.

Energised by favour
able polls, the Demo
cratic Party is work
ing to mobilise voters,
even in traditionally
right-leaning areas,
capitalizing on angst
over soaring living
costs, exacerbated by
the Iran war, and low
approval ratings for
Trump.

“I think pecple are
just desperate for a bit
of normaley” Falstad
said, a baseball cap

perched on his head in
front of a Walmart.

‘A centrist is fine'

Eeside him, his wife,
Beth Ann, takes a prag
matic approach.

The Democratic
candidates in Kansas
“are pretty centrist”,
she noted, like Ham
ilton, the pastor of a
megachurch whe un
til recently was regis
tered as a Republican

and has emphasized
his moderate stance
on many issues as

well as a desire to
bring decency back to
Washington,

“A centrist is fine
with us,” she said, be
cause “if we tried to
field a progressive
candidate, it would be
a lost cycle because it
will just ricochet back
to where we are mow”,
a reference to deeply
polarised politics in
America.

‘“And if we can sal
vage our democracy,
fantastic,” she added.

In a sign of Republi
can unease about Kan
sas, Trump travelled to
the state last week, his
first trip there sinece
2018, to rally support
for the incumbent, Re
publican Senator Roger
Marshall.

That rally was not in
tended to change any
one's mind, said Don
Haider-Markel, a po
litical science profes
sor at the University of
EKansas.

It was "meant to ex
cite what are now un

enthusiastic Republi
can voters and get them
to turn out to vote”, he
said.

Frustrated by soar
ing prices, a significant
portion of conservative
voters may simply not
vote, Haider-IMarkel
said, while more mod-
erate voters and inde

pendents who aren't
registered with either
political party may
support a8 more Ccen
trist candidate like
Hamilton.

Hamilton is a new
comer to politics, and
this year there's a wave
of anti-establishment
sentiment across the
country, the professor
said.

Disillusioned

Although he Thasn't
made up his mind yet
who he'll vote for, Dan-
ie]l Dwire, a 52-year-old
convenience store man
ager, doesn't hide his
disappointment with
Trump, whom he has
supperted since 2016,

“The first time Trump
was in office, it was
great,” he said.

But Trump's second
term in office and the
war he started with
Iran “We should
have never stuck our
nose in it" — have left
Dwrire disillusioned.

With gas at $4 a gal
lom, customers are be-
coming scarcer at the
gas station attached to
his store, as are sales
of snacks and drinks,
forcing him to reduce
his staff.

King meets with Iraq PM,
underlines deep Amman-
Baghdad relations

Continued from el

The meeting also cov
ered the two countries’
commitment to main
taining  coordination
and consultation on is-
sues of mutual interest,
the statement said.

Prime Minister Jafar
Hassan, Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister Ayman Sa-
fadi, General Intel
ligence Department
Director Maj. Gen. Ah-
mad Husni, Director of
the Office of His Maj
esty Alaa Batayneh,

Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of State
for Economic Affairs
Muhannad Shehadeh,
Minister of Indus
try, Trade and Supply
Yarub Oudah, Minister
of Energy and Mineral
Resources Saleh Khar
absheh, Interior Min
ister Mazen Farraya,
and Jordan's Ambas-
sador to Iragq Maher
Tarawneh attended the
meeting.

From the Iragi side,
Deputy Prime Minister
Mohsen Al Mandalawi,
Deputy Prime Minister

and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Fuad Hussein,
0il Minister Basim Al
Abadi, Electricity Min
ister Ali Saadi Waheeb,
Minister of Industry
and Minerals Moham
med MNouri, Irag's Am
bassador to Jordan
Omer Berzinji, and a
numher of officials at-
tended the meeting.

Prior to the meet-
ing, the King received
Prime Minister Zaidi at
Marka Airport, where
an official welcoming
ceremony was held for
the prime minister.

King offers condolences to
families of Karak attack martyrs

Continued from el

*The MNashama [the
brave ones| have
chased them to the

very end. We vowed the
terrorists would not
escape  punishment,
and no proponent of
dark ideologies that
divide Jordanians will
be tolerated,” he wrote.

"We pray that the

martyrs’ souls rest in
peace and wish the in
jured a speedy recov
ery. May God protect
and watch over Jordan
and its people” the
King added.

The Public Security
Directorate announced
on Monday the arrest
of three suspects in
connection with the
attack on a church in

the village of Hmoud
in Karak.

On Friday, gunmen
opened fire on people
attending a funeral
service at the church,
killing seven people
at the sceme and in
juring dozens. Two
more victims died the
following day, bring-
ing the death toll to
nine.

Iran holds talks with

TEHRAN, Iran (AFP)

Iran hegan talks
on Monday with the
three countries of the
Mecca security pact,
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan
and Turkey, to dis-
cuss regional issues
as the months-long
Middle East war re
mains locked in a stale-
mate, state television
reported.

The meeting, request
ed by Pakistan, opened
in capital Tehran and
focused on “regional
cooperation, the US-
Israeli agpression
apainst Iran and its
consequences”, Iran's
state broadcaster said.

“As agreed, Saudi De-
fence Minister EKhalid
bin Salman, Pakistani
army chief General
Asim Munir and Turk
ish intelligence chief
Ihrahim Kalin will par-
ticipate in this meet
ing,” said Ali Bagheri
Kani, deputy secretary
of Iran’s Supreme Na-
tional Security Council.

In an interview with
state television, Bagh-
eri Kani said the meet-
ing will also include
Iran’s security chief
Mohsen Rezael. He was
also to be present at all
the meetings.

The representatives
of the pact met with
Iranian president Ma-
soud Pezeshkian, ac-
cording to the photos
shared by the presiden
tial website.

The talks come after
nearly eight months of

e
AFF phato

This handout photo provided by the Iranian presidency shows ifrom left to right) Saudi Arabia’s
Defence Minister Prince Khalid Bin Salman Al Saud, Pakistan's army chief General Syed Asim
Mumnir, and Turkey's intelligence chief Ibrahim Kalin during their meeting with Iran’s President,
Foreign Minister, and National Security Council head in Tehran on Monday

war following US-Is-
raeli attacks on Iran in
late February, prompt

ing Tehran to blockade
the Strait of Hormuz.
The conflict has roiled
global markets and en

ergy trade.

An  April ceasefire
brought an end to the
initial phase of intense
bombardment, but the
two sides have contin
ued to vie for control
of the strait, through
which around a fifth of
the world’s cil and lig-
uefied natural gas used
to travel.

The war has since
spread across the re
gion to include fighting
between Saudi Arabia

and the Iran-backed
Houthis in Yemen, who
have attacked airports
and oil facilities in the
kingdom.

Saudi Deputy Min-
ister for Public Diplo
macy Dr Rayed Krimly
confirmed that the
kingdom's defence
minister was heading a
delegation to Tehran on
Monday.

“The wvisit comes as
part of the continued
efforts by the Makkah
Joint Defence Agree-
ment countries  for
de-escalation between
parties involved in the
ongoing crisis,” Krimly
said in a post on X.

It is aimed at “pro

moting dialogue and
diplomatic  solutions,
in support of the me
diation efforts carried
out by the State of Qa-
tar and the Islamic Re
public of Pakistan”, he
added.

Iran claims control
over the Hormuz strait
and regularly targets
vessels that attempt to
cross without itz aun
thorisation, while the
United States has im-
posed a naval counter-
blockade on Iranian
ports.

Diplomatic efforts to
resolve the crisis re-
main stalled, especially
since the collapse of a
June deal which laid

Mecca pact countries in Tehran

out a pathway to a per-
manent settlement.

United Nations Sec
retary General Antonio
Guterres said Mon
day it was “essential
to stop any escalation”
in the Middle East, as
senior officials from
Saudi Arabia, Turkey
and Pakistan hold talks
in Iran.

“The tisk to have
the combination of an
overwhelming military
attack on Iran, and an
overwhelming military
attack by Iran on the
countries of the Gulf
needs to be avoided at
all costs,” he said at
a press conference in
Cairo, in response to a
question about the pos
sibility of an Iran deal
and escalating threats
from the United States.

“The conseguences
would be unimagina
ble. It would have an
impact far beyond the
region,” Guterres said
at the joint press con-
feremce with Egypt's
Foreipn Minister Badr
Abdelatty, after earlier
meeting President Ab
del Fattah Al Sisi.

Abdelatty said Cairo
is “talking daily with
the Iranians, we are
talking with the Amer
icans, we are work-
ing with our regional
partners”.

He singled out the
so-called R4 which
includes Riyadh, Anka-
ra and Islamabad who
have sent officials to
Tehran.

Karak attack terrorists acted alone, motivated by extremist ideology — police chief

Continued frompagel

He added that secu
rity forces took the nec
essary measures to iso-
late the area and secure
its perimeter by estab
lishing checkpoints,
deploying patrols, and
utilising drones.

“0Our security teams
worked continuously
for three days to comb
the area of the attack,
including small wil
lages as well as rug
ged mountainous ter
rain and walleys, until
they were able to lo
cate them in a deserted

building"
chief zaid.
“The three suspected
terrorists  barricaded
themselves inside the
abandoned building
and refused to surren
der, opening fire on the
security force that sur-

the police

rounded them," Obei
dallah said.
The security force

applied the rules of en
gagement, eventually
gaining control of the
situation and appre
hending all three indi
viduals, who sustained
injuries during the en
counter, he added.

The three suspects
were taken to the hos
pital for further medi
cal intervention, Obel
dallah said.

No one was injured
from the arresting
force, according to
Obeidallah.

The police chief iden
tified the suspects
as: Hazaa Zeidan Mo
hammad (the plotter),
Mashal Zeidan Moham
mad and Ahmad Sami
Hussein.

“They are all from
the same area and lived
next to the attacked
church,” he added.

Upon searching their
hideout, the arresting
force found a collection
of firearms and ammu
nition, he maintained.

The arrest of the three
suspects does not mark
the end of the opera
tion, Obeidallah said,
adding that “the state
remains committed to
completing the inves
tigations, uncovering
all the circumstances
surrounding the crime,
and holding account
able in accordance
with the law — anyone
proven to have been
involved in planning,

inciting, assisting, or
facilitating it".

Also speaking during
the press conference,
Faraya said that His
Majesty King Abdullah
said during his visit to
the injured in the hos
pital by saying: “"We
shall show them.”

Today, Faraya main-
tained, “"our response
was: “We have shown
them, Your Majesty.”

Faraya said Jor-
dan lived three diffi-
cult days that ended
with  arresting the
perpetrators,

“Today we are strong

with the arrests and
Can assure our citizens
that justice will prewvail
in the end and the at-
tackers will get their
appropriate punish-
ment under the law,”
the interior minister
stressed.

Faraya added that the
“church attack was the
product of an extremist
ideology that is alien
to the values and mor
als of the Jordanian

people”.
“We need to work on
addressing the root

cause of extremist ide-
ologies so we do mot

similar

w

experience a
incident in the future,
Faraya said.

Momani also spoke
during Monday's press
conference, saying that
Friday's attack is a “ma
jor turning point for
Jordan in terms of ef
forts to fight and con
front takfiri [extremist]
ideology through secu-
rity, intellectual, and
societal means”.

“Under the directives
of King Abdullah, dur
ing a meeting of the Na
tional Security Council,
the campaign to root
out such ideolopy and

extremism across all
sectors remains ongo
ing,” Momani stressed.

This, Momani main-
tained, “will be achieved
by reviewing policies to
combat extremist ideol-
ogy and eliminating its
root sources through a
systematic plan”, Mom-
ani said.

“Confronting extrem
ism is a comprehensive
and ongoing national
responsibility, One
shared by povernment,
religious, educational,
media, and societal in
stitutions,” Momani
added.
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Flavio Bolsonaro: Heir to
Brazil's far-right dynasty

By Fran Blandy
Agence France-Presse

RIO DE JANEIRO — Flavio Bolsonaro may cut a more
affable, measured figure than his fiery farright father,
but he has taken pains to insist that the Bolsonaro
name, and all it represents, runs through his veins.

At certain angles, the physical resemblance be-
tween Flavio Bolsonaro, 45, and his father, Jair Bol-
sonaro, is almost jarring.

With fewer rough edges and a jovial smile, Fla-
vio easily inherited his father's powerful conserva-
tive base while winning over less ideological voters
who are fed up with Brazil's leftist President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva.

This gave him a shock lead over Lula after the
first round, sending him into Sunday's runoff as a
narrow favorite,

"You will see Jair Messias Bolsonaro place the
presidential sash on his own son,” Flavio told a
crowd of over 70,000 supporters in Sao Paulo on
Sunday.

The senator has vowed to free his father, who is
serving a 27-year sentence under house arrest over
a botched coup attempt after he lost a re-election
bid to Lula in 2022,

‘I may be calmer, more prone to smiling, more re-
laxed and moderate. But I have the blood of a Bol-
sonaro in my veins," said the senator, who is often
referred to only as Flavio.

Despite his absence, Jair Bolsonaro has loomed
large over the campaign, with his image appearing
on T-shirts and posters at rallies.

“Come back Bolsonarol" chanted the crowd in Sao
Paulo on Sunday.

After the first round, Flavio Bolsonaro related
that his father was delighted with the results and
“wery happy to have been heard by the majority of
the Brazilian people”.

The candidate said in an interview that a govern-
ment post for his father was “not on the radar®.

But "he continues to act as an avatar for his fa.
ther. I have no doubt who will have the final say
should Flavio Bolsonaro be elected”, political ana-
lyst Thomas Traumann told AFP.

Funk and fury

Born in Rio de Janeiro state, Flavio Bolsonaro is the
eldest of the former president’s four sons.

Cementing the family political dynasty, Jair Bol
sonaro’s second son Carlos was elected to the Sen-
ate, as was the former president’s wife Michelle.
His youngest son Jair Renan was elected to the
lower house of Congress along with the ex-leader’s
brother.

Flavio Bolsonaro has two daughters with his wife
Fernanda, a dentist, and presents himself as a de-
vout family man, saying "God is using me to save
Brazil."

He was elected to the Rio de Janeiro state legis-
lature at age 21 and became a senator at age 37. He
holds a law degree.

On the campaign trail, Flavio Bolsonaro displayed
the relaxed Carioca style and language that the city
of Rio is known for, dancing to funk music along
with young right-wing influencers.

During the only debate between the candidates
so far, the president described Flavio as a "Carioca
hustler".

It emerged during the campaign that the senator
was under investigation for alleged corruption and
money laundering linked to the financing of a bi-
opic, "Dark Horse", about his father.

When he was a Rio legislator he was accused of
taking a portion of his aides’ salaries in a kickback
scheme, but the case was dismissed.

He has also faced serutiny over alleged ties to Rio
de Janeire's violent and shadowy militia figures. He
has denied any wrongdoing.

Who is Flavio, really?

Flavio Bolsonaro's speeches center on attacks on Lula,
plans to get tough on crime, creating 500,000 more
spots in prisons, and slashing government spending.

Critics say he has yet to explain how he would
finance this while keeping his promise not to cut
social benefits.

Flavio has promised closer ties with the United
States, and his rallies have featured giant US flags
and blow-up dolls of his ally President Donald
Trump.

But it can be hard to pin down Flavio Bolsonaro's
beliefs.

Before the runoff, after fiercely criticising Lula's
proposal to shorten Brazil's workweek, the senator
ultimately woted in favor of the measure. He has
alzo taken greater pains than his father to address
women's issues.

In a 2017 book, Flavio Bolsonaro presents him-
self as fiercely anti-leftist and defends many of Jair
Bolsonaro's ideas.

Flavio Bolsonaro sees Brazil's 1964 military coup
as a necessary intervention to prevent a communist
takeover and describes military rule, which lasted
until 1985, as a "period some like to call a dictator-
ship."

He praises Colonel Carlos Alberto Brilhante Us-
tra, a convicted torturer, as a "national hero" and
"upright, principled man" who helped preserve de-
MOCTAcy.

[t is also an attack on Jordan’s economy

he tragedy that took place
Tat. Hmoud Church in Ka-

rak is a painful loss for
Jordan. It affected a place of
worship and left a deep impact
on the people of Jordan. Church-
es are an important part of the
country's religious and national
heritage. The strong ties be-
tween Muslims and Christians
are also a key part of Jordan's
identity and social unity.

This crime appears to have
aimed at more than one target.
It threatened Jordan's security
and stability and could also
harm its economic interests,
especially religious tourism,
which depends on visitors feel-
ing safe and confident.

Attacking a church is not sim
ply an attack on a specific place
or a group of people. It also
threatens the spirit of unmity
that Jordan is known for. Any
one seeking to weaken Jordan's
social unity is also threatening
one of the country's greatest
strengths.

Jordan is a safe and stable
country with many important
religious sites. One of the most
significant is the Baptism Site. It
is an important destination for
Christian pilgrims and attracts
visitors from around the world.
The planned commemoration
in 2030, marking two thousand
years since the baptism of Je-
sus Christ, is expected to bring
further attention to Jordan and
strengthen its position as a glo-

bal destination for Christian
pilgrimage.

Any attempt to create fear
among pilgrims or raise doubts
about their safety could damage
Jordan's image. This is where
the economic risk becomes clear.
If visitors lose confidence in a
destination, tourizm businesses
may suffer, investment opportu-
nities may decline and jobs may
be affected. The impact could
extend to hotels, restaurants,
transport companies, tour op
erators and local communities
that depend on tourism.

Under the leadership of His
Majesty King Abdullah, Jordan
continues to protect its secu-
rity, strengthen national unity,
and promote its religious and
cultural heritage. The Kingdom

also continues to develop the
Baptism Site as an interna-
tional destination for Christian
pilgrimage. These efforts, sup-
ported by the unity of the Jor
danian people and confidence
in natiopal institutions, help
protect the country’s economic
interests and future opportumni-
ties.

Jordan will remain strong
under its Hashemite leader-
ship and through the unity of
its people. Its social cohesion
is a source of strength, and its
stability is an important foun-
dation for economic growth.
The stronger Jordanians stand
together, the better eguipped
their country will be to face
challenges, protect its achieve-
ments, and safeguard its future.

The rich world’s climate distraction

he last 75 years have
Thmught the preatest im-

provement of human wel-
fare in history. But over the past
decade, much of that progress
has stalled. This happened at
the same time that the rich
world shifted its attention to
climate change. This is not a co-
incidence, and it has to change.

Consider extreme poverty,
long defined as living on less
than a dollar a day. In 1950,
more than half of humanity
was that poor. Today the share
is 7.6 per cent, the lowest ever
recorded. Average schooling has
almost tripled, from 3.2 years to
nearly 9. Electricity access has
spared. Problems remain, but
the gains have been spectacular.

Now development has slowed
to a crawl After almost two
centuries of declining pover-
ty, the numher of poor people
hasn't budged since 2016. Glo-
bal progress is at its slowest
pace since 1950, according to
the World Bank.

There are many causes but
one stands out.In 2016, the
world retired its Millennium
Development Goals a short
list of mostly efficient, targeted
aims: cut poverty, disease, and
maternal and child deaths, and
get every child into school. In
their place came the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals. Climate
change became the rich world's
obsession

Nowhere iz this obsession
clearer than in the rich world
development aid. Its core pur-
pose iz to help development,
yvet increasingly money is in-
stead spent on climate. Across
the rich world, $49 billion or
nearly a quarter of all develop-

ment commitments is climate.
Global development banks now
spend half their development
money on climate, at about $103
billion for low- and middle-in
come countries.

Both development agencies
and banks seem to have con
vinced themselves that because
poor people are more vulner
able to climate change, climate
policy iz crucial for develop
ment.

Mone of this requires
abandoning climate,
with both adaptation
and green innovation
delivering strong
returns

The logic is seductive but
wrong. Poor people are more
vulnerable to everything — dis-
ease, hunger, broken infrastruc-
ture, economic shocks. The real
guestion is whether climate
policy is the best way to help
them. Examined rigorously, de-
velopment generally wins deci-
sively.

Sustained economic growth is
the surest predictor of a coun-
try’s ability to withstand cli-
mate shocks. A 10 per cent rise
in per capita gross domestic

product can cut the number of
pecple most exposed to climate
disruption by 100 million. Pros
perity is the ultimate climate
adaptation strategy. A hurri
cane kills hundreds in poor Hai
ti; the same storm merely in
conveniences wealthy Florida.
BResilience runs through devel
opment not through a solar
farm that raises power prices
and slows industrialisation.

The core problem is oppor-
tunity cost. Every dollar sub
sidising solar panels or carbon
accounting is a dollar not spent
on schools, maternal health or
clean water. Research by the
Copenhagen Consensus, with
more than 100 economists and
several Nobel laureates, com-
pared the returns. Investments
in nmutrition, health and educa-
tion routinely deliver $40 to
$110 in social benefits per dol
lar. Climate-mitigation invest
ments — funding emissions
cuts in poor countries — of-
ten deliver much less back.

The trade-offs are concrete.
For $2.50, an expectant mother
can receive micronutrient sup-
plements that prevent stunting
and lifelong cognitive damage
in her child — returning near
Iy 3100 of long-term benefits.
Expanding diagnosis and treat
ment for tuberculosis and ma
laria, which still kill more than
a million people a year, returns
more than 545 for each dollar
invested.

The energy dimension is
starkest. Much of Africa uses
less electricity per person than
a single refrigerator in a West
ern home. The rich world built
its wealth on cheap, reliable
fossil fuels, which still sup-
ply over B0 per cent of plobal
energy. Yet, most rich world de

Economic planning in Jordan:
From vision to achievement

By Ahmad Abdelbaset Rjoub

ver recent decades, Jor

dan has worked steadily

to improve its economic
and investment environment
through legislative reforms, in-
frastructure development, and
programs designed to stimulate
growth and create jobs. These
achievements provide a walu-
able foundation. Yet, changing
economic conditions call for
stronger planning mechanisms
and a more determined shift
from drafting strategies to im-
plementing productive projects
with lasting impact.

Today, Jordan needs closer co-
operation between government
and the private sector, guided by
clear priorities, efficient use of
resources and greater investor
confidence. Three interconnect-
ed priorities deserve particular
attention.

First, indicative planning and
government leadership. Jordan
follows an indicative planning
approach within a market econ-
omy, leaving substantial room
for private initiative. For this
model to succeed, government
must identify promising sectors,
coordinate institutions, provide
appropriate incentives and mon-
itor implementation.

Comprehensive planning
should not be confused with
centralised state management.
The goal is to connect economic
sectors within a coherent na-
tional vision, not to place moast
business activities under gov-
ernment control. Public institu-
tions should enable investment
and strengthen competitiveness
while businesses lead produc-
tion and innovation.

The experience of industrial

economies, including Japan,
demonstrates the value of coor
dination between public policy
and private enterprise in ad-
vancing technology, manufac
turing and exports. Jordan can
adapt relevant lessons to its own
circumstances, drawing on its
strategic location, international
partnerships and skilled work-
force.

A practical step would be to
prepare a portfolio of invest-
ment-ready projects in industry,
agriculture, energy and technol-
ogy. Each project should have a
credible feasibility study, financ-
ing requirements, implementa-
tion milestones and measurable
targets for jobs, added walue,
and exports. Universities, busi-
ness chambers, and financial in-
stitutions should participate in
developing these opportunities.

A unified national investment
platform could present this in
formation transparently to lo-
cal and international investors.
Priority should go to projects
that use resources across gover
norates, connect small and me-
dium-sized enterprises to major
industrial supply chains, and
create opportunities for young
people. Well-designed public-
private partnerships, with clear
Iy allocated responsibilities and
risks, can help tumm promising
proposals into sustainable en-
terprises. Publishing implemen-
tation results would strengthen
accountahility and public confi
dence.

Second, connecting plans to
results. Jordan's progress in
infrastructure, education, and
public services offers a strong
basis for a more productive
economy. To realise its poten
tial, sectoral strategies must be

linked more closely to public
budgets, realistic financing and
executable programmes.

Economic growth and econom-
ic development are related but
distinct. Growth measures in
creases in output; development
also considers employment, liv
ing standards, regional balance
and sustainability. Policy suc-
cess should therefore be judged
not only by national indicators
but by tangible improvements
in people's lives and businesses’
capacity to expand.

Lessons from earlier develop
ment plans underline the im
portance of matching ambitions
with awailable funding and in
stitutional capabilities. They
also highlight the need to avoid
duplicating projects or concen-
trating investment in limited lo-
cations without adeguately as
sessing local needs and market
demand.

Better economic databases,
common monitoring standards,
and publicly awvailable per
formance indicators for major
projects would make progress
easier to assess. Regular re
views should identify obstacles
early and allow timely correc-
tive action. Stronger coordina
tion between institutions can
accelerate delivery, improve the
value of public spending, and
encourage long-term private in
vestment.

Third, investment security and
judicial specialisation. Invest-
ment decisions depend not only
on incentives and infrastruc-
ture, but also on confidence In
laws, institutions, and the time
Iy resolution of disputes. Jordan
has modernised elements of its
investment framework, but fur
ther improvements in procedur

velopment agencies and most
development banks mow refuse
to finance mnew fossil-fuel
projects in poor countries. Ger-
many has spent over 700 billion
euros on its energy transition
since Z00Z; power prices more
than doubled and its economy
is still almost four-fifths fossil
fueled. To demand that African
nations achieve what Germany
cannot — with a fraction of the
resources — isn't climate lead-
ership. It is hypocrisy.

None of this requires aban-
doning climate, with both ad-
aptation and greem innowation
delivering strong returns.

But the rich world's develop-
ment institutions must over
come their climate fixation.
They should learn from Nor-
way's official analysis: an ex-
pert  grouphas recommended
the government separate cli-
mate financing and other global
public goods from the develop
ment budget. This would mean
the money set aside for the
world’'s poorest would go to ac-
tually help them.

Most of bumanity is still
quite poor. To help, the rich
world should spend billions on
tackling urgent, cheaply solved
problems before spending tril-
lions to nudge the thermom-
eter in a century. Tellingly, Af-
ricans ranked climate change
31st among 34 prioritiesin a
recent Afrobarometer survey.
We must rediscover the smart,
focused development sclutions
that transformed the world in
the past 75 years — and put the
best development policies first.

By Indermit Gill, former chief economist
of the World Bank, and Bjorn Lomborg,
president of the Copenhagen
Consensus.

al clarity and efficiency would
enhance its attractiveness.

One option worth examining
is a specialised investment and
commercial court, or the further
strengthening of existing spe-
cialised judicial divisions. Any
reform should follow a careful
legal and institutional assess-
ment to establish actual needs
and avoid overlapping jurisdic-
tioms,

Additional judicial training in
commercial and financial mat-
ters, greater use of digital sys-
temns, and simpler litigation and
enforcement procedures could
support faster resolution of dis-
putes. These improvements must
preserve judicial independence,
due process, and fairness. Pre-
dictable and effective dispute
resolution helps protect busi-
Nesses, reassure investors, and
support continued capital flows.

Az Jordan ‘advances into its
second century, regional and
globkal changes make it essential
to sharpen economic pricrities
and identify sectors where the
country can compete SUCCEss-
fully. The central challenge is
to translate plans into wviable
projects, productive employ-
ment, and benefits that reach
communities throughout the
Kingdom.

Building on existing achieve-
ments, deepening government-
private sector cooperation, and
improving planning and judicial
institutions are complemen-
tary paths toward sustainable
growth. Jordan's next phase
should place practical initia-
tives at the centre of economic
policy, combining ambition with
realism and keeping citizens’
welfare and national economic
resilience firmly in view.
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CIVIL AVIATION REGULATO ¥ COMMISSION

Jordan, Libya sign MoU to
launch seven weekly flights
on Misrata-Amman route

ANMMAN (JT) — A del
egation from the Civil
Aviation Regulatory
Commission,led by Dai
fallah Farajat, met on
Monday with a Libyan
Civil Awiation Author
ity delegation headed
by Mohamed Shlibek to
discuss cooperation in
air transport.

The meeting took
place on the sidelines
of the eighth meeting of
directors general of civ
il aviation in the Mid
dle East, held in Doha,
(atar, the Jordan News

Agency, Petra, reported.

The two sides signed
a Memorandum of Un
derstanding (MoU) to
add the Misrata-Am
man route, in both di-
rections, to their sched
ule of air routes.

The agreement au
thorises designated
air carriers from both
sides to operate sev
en scheduled weekly
flights on the route,
carrying — passengers,
cargo and mail, in ac
cordance with the third
and fourth freedoms of

the air.

Both sides stressed
their commitment to
continued coordination
to strengthen coopera
tion in the civil avia
tion and air transport
SECtors.

The talks highlighted
the longstanding re
lations between the
two countries and ad
dressed the need to
review the air services
agreement in line with

recent  developments
in the air transport
industry.

BUSINESS

Trade Unions, ILO launch workshop
to strengthen crisis communication skills

ANMNMAN (IT) The
General Federation of
Jordanian Trade Un

ions (GFJTU), in co
operation with the
International Labour

Organisation (ILO), on
Monday launched a
three-day  workshop
aimed at strengthen
ing trade unions’ com
munication effectively
during and after crises.

The workshop, which
is organised in part-
nership with the ILO's
Bureau for Workers'
Activities  |ACTERAV),
brings together wun
ion representatives
and experts to develop
strategic communica

tion skills, improve
media engagement and
strengthen  advocacy

for workers’ right, the
Jordan MNews Agency,
Petra, reported.

According to a GFJ
TU statement issued
on Monday, the train
ing focuses on devel
oping institutional
communication strate
gies that support trade
union objectives and
improve the delivery of
messages to workers,
policymakers and the
public.

GFITU President
Khaled Fanatseh said
rapid technological de
velopments, the grow
ing use of artificial
intellipence and the
spread of misinfor
mation have created
new challenges for

Il e
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The General Federation of Jordanian Trade Unions in cooperation with the International Labour Organisation on Monday
launch a three-day workshop aimed at strengthening trade unions’ communication effectively during and after crises

trade wunions, reguir
ing them to modernise
their communication
practices.

He stressed the need
to strengthen digital
communication ca
pabilities and adopt
clear strategies to pro
tect workers’ rights
and ensure their con
cerns are effectively
represented.

Fanatseh said the
workshop provides an
opportunity for un
ion representatives to
improve their skills in
digital communication,
media campaign man

agement and message
development, helping
trade unions communi

cate workers' demands
more effectively.

Mustapha Said, the
ILO Bureau for Work
ers’ Activities' official
for the Arab region,
emphasised the im
portance of continued
cooperation with the
federation to strength
en trade unions’ com
munication and media
capabilities.

He said effective
communication is es
sential to trade union
work, noting that mes

sages should primarily
address workers and
their concerns while
also reaching other rel
evant stakeholders.

Said added that well
designed communi
cation strategies can
help promote social
and economic stability,
advance social justice
and support decent
work standards.

The workshop fea
tures sessions on crisis
commumnication, misin
formation, artificial in
tellipence, reputation
management and the
development of com

munication plans for
emergency situations.

Participants will
also receive training
in writing trade un
ion stories and press
releases, communi
cating duoring strikes
and labour disputes,
and responding to
cyberattacks.

The sessions are be
ing delivered by ILO/
ACTEAV Communica
tions Officer Mamadou
Souare, GFJTU Adviser
Nizam OQahoush, Jour
nalist Abdullah BRbei
hat and technology ex
pert Qusai Shaheen.

Study highlights Malaysian market
for Jordanian food, pharma exports

AMDIAN (JT) A tar
geted market study has
identified promising
export opportunities
for Jordanian products
in Malaysia across the
agri-food, confectionery,
olive ocil and pharma
ceutical sectors, tapping
into the country’s $339.5
billion import market
last year

The study, which is
prepared by Trade First
Jordan in partnership
with the Ministry of In-
dustry, Trade and Sup
ply, found that Jorda
nian exports to Malaysia
reached $55.35 million

last year, the Jordan
MNews Agency, Petra,
reported.

Fertilisers accounted
for nearly 78 per cent of
the total, while combined
exports of halal food, ag
ricultural products and
pharmaceuticals stood
at $458 million, high
liphting scope for great
er diversification.

Malaysia  imported
$68.1 million worth of
fresh and dried dates,
£104.5 million in sugar
confectionery, $53 mil
lion in tahini and sesame
preparations, and $21.4
million in olive oil and
its derivatives last year.

Jordan ranked ninth
among Malaysia's date
suppliers, with a 3.07 per
cent market share, while
its tahini and sesame
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§705,000, accounting
for 1.33 per cent of the
market.

Jordan ranked third
among suppliers of non
virgin olive oil to Malay-
sia, with a 7.2 per cent
market share.

The study noted that
Malaysia's official rec
opgnition of halal cer
tificates issued by the
Jordan Standards and
Metrology Organisation
(JSMO) streamlines ex
port procedures, allow
ing producers to com
plete halal certification
locally before shipment.

In the pharmaceuti
cal sector, NMalaysia's
imports under HS Chap
ter 30 exceeded $2.7 bil
lion last year, incliding
$898.5 million in pack
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million in antibiotics and
$19.5 million in vitamin
preparations.

In order to access Ma-
laysian  pharmaceuti
cal market, it requires
a partnership with a lo
cally registered entity to
facilitate product regis-
tration with the relevant
regulatory  authorities.
The process typically
takes up to 18 months,
although expedited pro
cedures are available for
eligible products.

The study recom
mends that Jordanian
exporters secure local
import partners, wverify
the relevant customs
classifications and cal
culate landed costs at
Port Klang, taking into
account freight, insur

US54.58M
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Exporters are also ad
vised to conduct trial
shipments, engage local
distributors and finalise
date supply contracts
four to five months he
fore Ramadan before ex
panding into other food
categories.

The findings form
part of a broader study
released this month
by Trade First Jordan
and the ministry, which
examines  market-en
try strategies for five
promising export des-
tinations: Malaysia, In
donesia, Tanzania, Uz
bekistan and Kenya.

Together, the five mar
kets represent an es
timated $2.5 billion in
accessible demand for
high-quality Jordanian

Thousands of trucks stuck
as partial Iran-Pakistan trade resumes

QUETTA, Pakistan (AFF)

Thousands of trucks
remain stranded on both
sides of the Iran-Paki
stan border despite the
resumption of limited
overland trade between
the two countries, south
west Pakistan business
representatives told AFP
on Monday.

Mir Naveed Jan Ka-
lmati, president of the
chamber of commerce
for Gwadar city on Paki
stan's Arablan Sea coast,
said the frontier with
Iran was "only partially
open” to trade, with a
vast backlog of wehicles
at the border.

There were “thres to
four thousand trucks on
the Iranian side and two
to three thousand trucks
on the Pakistani side”,
Kalmati said.

Only certain wehi
cles were being allowed
across the border to clear
the backlog after a week-
long closure, he said.

Iran's ambassador
to Pakistan, Reza Amiri
Moghadam, said on X on
Sunday there were no re

strictions on the Iranian
side, including for the
export of liquefied petro
leum pas (LPG).

Only certain
vehicles were
being allowed
across the
border to clear
the backlog
after a week-
long closure

He blamed the clo
sures on "changes in the
implementation of Paki
stan’s E-Form procedure
for imports from Iran®,
which he said "have cre
ated a situation in which
traders are effectively
and literally unable to

dispatch cargo from Iran
to Pakistan".

Pakistan's interior and
foreipn ministries did
not respond to a request
for comment from AFF

Ealmati said compa
nies on both sides of
the border were urging
authorities to allow the
complete resumption of
trade.

He said his members
and drivers were "frus
trated, they want to go
back home, they want to
continue their business®,

Fida Ahmad Dashti,
a businessman in Kech
district in Pakistan's
southwest  Halochistan
province, said he had
been told that only we
hicles with paperwork
prepared before October
16 were being allowed to
cross the border

Tao other business-
men hased in  Balo
chistan confirmed their
drivers had said only
vehicles with documents
prepared before October
16 were being allowed
across the frontier.

The Gwadar Chamber

of Commerce said in a
statement on Saturday
the suspension of the
import of LPG and the
"abrupt closure of the
border” had led to “dis-
rupting the national LPG
supply chain, and caus
ing prices to skyrocket”.

Pakistan has attempt
ed to mediate a peace
deal in the Middle East
war with Iran, and its
army chief, Field Mar
shal Asim Wunir, visited
Tehran on Monday, the
Pakistani military said,
his second wisit to the
Islamic republic in less
than a week.

Senior officials from
Saudi Arabia, Turkey and
Fakistan were to hold
talks on regional security
with Iranian officials in
Tehran on Monday, Ira
nian and Saudi authori
ties said.

Saudi Arabia and Tar
key signed the so-called
Mecca Joint Defence
Agreement in Aupgust,
committing the threse
countries to mutual de-
fence in the event of any
of them being attacked.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE
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Amman Stock Exchange (ASE)

trading value for Monday amounted to JD15.9
million spread over 5.0 million shares that trad
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SPORTS Hussein, Faisali resume Asian matches
AT A GLANCE

FOOTBALL

CAF Cup favourites Ahly
cruise into group stage

JOHANNESEURG

(AFP)

Hussein El Shahat

scored twice as CAF Confederation Cup title fa

vourites Al Ahly of Epypt hammered Kitara of
Uganda 4-0 to reach the proup stage. Mohamed 'Af

sha' Magdy and Taher Mohamed also scored for the
Cairo Red Devils in the Egyptian capital They led
2-0 at half-time. Ahly triumphed 6-1 on aggregate
having won the first leg of the final round qualifier
2-1 in east Africa last weekend. They will join 14
other clubs in the mini-league drav on Wednesday.
An appeal to the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS)
by first-round losers Hafia of Guinea leaves one
place open. After competing in the CAF Champions
League each year since 2004, Ahly failed to qualify
for the premier African club competition this sea

son having come third in the Egyptian league. Only
the top two finishers in Egypt go into the Cham

pions League. The club finishing third has to settle
for the Confederation Cup, the African equivalent of
the UEFA Europa League. While Ahly are the team
to beat, they can expect tough opposition from title-
holders USM Alger of Algeria and Moroccan duo
Raja Casablanca and FAR Babat.

CRICKET

South Africa select 'enforcer’
Coetzee for Australia decider

CAPE TOWN (AFP) — Fast bowler Gerald Coetzee
will replace injured fellow paceman Anrich Nortje
in the South African team for the series-deciding
third Test against Australia, starting at Newlands
on Tuesday. Australia, meanwhile, are waiting on
the fitness of key batsman Steve Smith, who is re

covering from a neck injury. "He's the closest we've
got to a like-for-like replacement for Anrich Nortje,”
South African captain Temba Bavuma said of Co

etzee at his pre-match press conference on Monday.
Like Nortje, Coetzee is capable of bowling at speeds
of up to 150km/h. And, like Nortje, bowling at high
pace has led to lengthy periods on the sidelines be

cause of injuries. Nortje played in the first twoTests
against Australia after a three-year lay-off — and
wras ruled out of the third Test Iy a groin injury. Co

etzee last played in the Test team two years ago but
played in two of the three One-Day internationals
between South Africa and Australia last month. ®

PARIS Bosideng pre
sented its 50th anniver
sary collection with “The
Bloom”, a show staged at
the Hétel Pozzo di Borgo,
Karl Lagerfeld's former
Paris residence.

Featured in the Par
is Fashion Week Events
Programme, the show
marked am important
milestone for the hrand,
following earlier pres
entations in New York,
Milan and London The
collection, designed by
Creative Director Pi
etro Ferragina, moves
the down jacket beyond
its functional roots and
firmly into fashion,
bringing a distinctly
Chinese aesthetic to an
international  audience.
For Gao Dekang, Found
er of Bosideng, Chair
man of the Board, and
CEO, staging the show
in such a historic Paris
ian setting brings half
a century of expertise
into focus, while further
ing fashion and cultural
exchange between China
and France.

East and West,
woven together

Taking 'bloom' as its
starting point, the show
looks both West and
East. From Art Dieco come
geometric order and ar
chitectural lines, given
tension by the natural
wvolume of down. From
Chinese dress and craft
come the construction
of the Haipal gipao (the

By Aline Bannayanm

AMBMAN — AFC Champi-
ons League Two round 3
matches resume on Tues
day when Hussein face
Iraq’s Shorta in an away
Group D match in the sec
ond-tier club competition
organized by the Asian
Foothall Confederation.

Jordan's reigning Pro
League champs Hussein
kicked off their matches
with a disappointing 2-2
draw with East Bengal,
before beating Oman's Al-
Seeb 3-0 in an away en
counter in Round 2. Hus-
sein are now second in
the group behind Shorta
who beat Al Seeb 1-0 and
East Bengal 3-2.

In Group C, Pro League
runnerup  Faisali host
group leaders Saudi Ara-
bia's Taawoun at Amman
International Stadium on
Wednesday., Faisali are
second in the group after
their opening 4-3 defeat
to Oatar’s Al-Rayyan be
fore beating Saudi Ara
bia's Nahda 2-0. Earlier,
Tagwoun beat Al-Rayyan
2-1 and Nahda held Taa
woun 1-1.

UAEs Al-Wahda lead
Group A which includes
Euwait's 5C, Uzbekistan's
Masaf and Bahrain's Kha-
ldiya, while TAE's Jazira
lead Group B which in
cludes Bahrains Muhar
raq, Turkmenistan's Arka
dag and Iran's Gol Gohar
Sirjan. After group-stage
matches end December
3, the top two teams from
each group wil move
to the Round of 16. The
knockout stage begins on
February 9, 2027, with the
final scheduled for May
15, 2027,

Earlier in the season,
Hussein played their pre
liminary round match in
the top tier Asian com
petition — the ACL Elite

losing to Uzbekistan's
Pakhtakor 3-0. The early

Hussein train ahead of their match against Iraq's Shorta

elimination moved Hus
sein to play in the ACL
Two alongside Faisali.

In the 2025/26 season,
Hussein had a an excep
tional season winning
their first-ever triple
titles: the Jordan Cup,
the Super Cup along
side their third consecu
tive Pro League crown
while Faisali won the JFA
Shield. This year, Hus
sein started competitions
on a sour note, losing to

Bhata courtasy of Bazideng

Today, Bosideng products are sold in 72 countries and worn by more than 200 million people,
with a global flagship on London's Oxford Street anchoring the brand in Europe

Shanghai-style fitted
dress with a mandarin
collar} and the weaving of
Song brocade (a figured
silk from Suzhou dating
back to the Song dynas
tyl, both worked into the
silhouettes.

Song brocade and sill,
finished wath feathers,
are set against geomet
ric volumes and quilted
relief. Each piece is made
to  exacting standards,
bringing together vintage
references, heritage craft
and function, and chal
lenging the image of the
down jacket as “bulky”

and “unfashionable”.

Four lines, one de
gign languageThe show
brought together four
lines Extreme Cold,
Outdoor, Business and
Puff — each designed for
a different side of winter
life, all drawmn in the same
hand.

Extreme cold

Polar-grade  protection
is the starting point
Evening gowns supply
the volume and sense
of occasion. Down, tulle
and satin are layered

into  sculptural winter
silhouettes, combining
the loft of one, the haze
of another and the liquid
sheen of a third., Hand
shaping and panel cut
ting refine the rugged
lines of worlowear, so that
even the fullest volumes
keep their precision and
depth. Warmth remains
the foundation, with
EVENINEWEAT proportions
and finishing taking it
into fashion.

Outdoor

Here the references are

Faisali in the Super Cup.
Faisali currently lead the
league and have a con
fident stride after their
SEASON  OpEning  Super
Cup and league results.
Faisali now lead the Jor
dan Pro League while
holders Hussein are 6th
after fluctuating results.
Begionally, — Hussein
and Wihdat represented
Jordan last season in the
Asian Champions League
Two for the second year

natural landscapes and
the decorative geometry
of Art Deco. Mountain
eering technologies, from
hardshell systems to dy
namic moisture manage
ment, are built into fash
ion silhouettes, The cut
sheds the hard edge of
technical wear in favour
of the fluid, draped lines
of Haipai style, while
leaving room to move.
Matt fabrics form the
base, with touches of
Song brocade and silk
adding fine texture and a
soft sheen.

The gipao's side slits
and overlapping fromt
panel are reworked into
functional garments, tak
ing the line from trail to

ity
Business

Made for today's work
ing city life, the line keeps
the volume of down in
check with clean, near
architectural silhouettes
and precise cutting. Tai
loring gives it structure,
while lace and other sup
ple materials temper it,
adding a delicate femi
ninity to an otherwise re
strained look. The result
keeps the polish of for
malwear while providing
warmth for the office, the
commute and formal oc
casions.

Puff
Bosideng's signature line

is named Puff — paofu
in Chinese, which also

DOWNLOAD
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running. Wihdat, failed
to advance past Round
1 while Hussein reached
the guarterfinals bow
ing out to Oatars Ahli.
Saudi Arabi's Nassr beat
Ahli in the semis and
moved to play the final
against eventual champs
Japan's Gamba Osaka
Both Hussein and Wihdat
were eliminated from the
Round of 16 in 2024/25
when UAE's Sharja were
crowned champions.

means cream puff — and
is built arcund lightness.
It plays on the natural
loft of down, pairing
the brand's hallmark O
shape with 3D moulding
to create rounded, fluid,
architectural silhouettes
that look generous but
feel light. At Deco geom-
etry meets a reworked
gipao stand collarThe
finale was a sequence
of down evening looks
in pink from head to
toe. Soft and romantic,
the colour steps outside
the usual palette of the
down jacket and reveals
the care taken over every
detail. At 50, Bosideng
shows an energy the dec
ades have not dimmed.

Once home to Karl La
gerfeld, the Htel Pozzo
di Borgo, which Vogue
has called "a dreamlike
Versailles”, is one of the
Left Bank's preatfash
ion addresses and has
witnessed many de
fining moments in
Parisian fashion.

For the show, an im
mersive garden  was
created within its 18th
century setting of pild
ing, crystal chandeliers
and period paintings, in
keeping with the theme
of “The Bloom"Guests
from culture, the arts
and fashion included
supermode]l Coco Ro
cha, actresses Mao Xia
otong, Michelle Chen and
Ouyang Didi, and actor
Chen Tianxiang,

Alsp  in  attendance
were Sherry Lang, Man

Tuesday, October 27, 2026
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Bosideng joins the official Paris Fashion Week Calendar

aging Director of Condé
MNast China; Giampietro
Baudo, Global Execu
tive Director of L'Officiel
France, L'Officiel Ita
lia and L'Officiel USA;
Nicolas Delarue, Direc
tor of Communications
and Development of the
Fédération de la Haute
Couture et de la Mode
(FHCM); Hervé Huchet,
International  Director
of PROMAS; and Nath
alie Dufour, Founder and
General Manager of the
Association  Nationale
pour le Développement
des Arts de la Mode,
among other leading
names in fashion and
culture from China and
beyond.

Alongside the show, an
anniversary exhibition
traces Bosideng's story
through key pieces: col
laborations with Jean
Paul Gaultier, Kenzo
Takada and MSGM, the
trench-style down coat,
the ultralight down jack-
et and, more recently, the
Puff down jacket. Seen to
gether, the changing ma
terials, silhouettes and
techniques chart 50 years
of rethinking how the
down jacket is desipned
and worn.'

A gala at the Eiffel Tower

after the show, the cel
ebrations moved from
the Left Bank to the Eiffel
Tower, where Bosideng
hosted “The Next Great
Chapter”, its 50th An-
niversary I[nternational

Gala, in the Gustave Eif
fel Hall The evening was
a chance to look back on
50 years of history, at the
brand's current work and
ahead to its next stepa.

It has been China's
best-selling down jacket
brand for 31 consecutive
years and, for 30 years,
the only brand to repre-
sent China at the inter
national presentation
of cold-weather apparel
trends.

Today, Bosideng prod
ucts are sold in 72 coun
tries and worn by more
than 200 million people,
with a global flagship on
London's Oxford Street
anchoring the brand in
Europe. On thefash
ion stage, Bosideng has
shown in New York, Mi
lan, London and Paris,
and its runway shows
and designer collabora
tions have helped es-
tablish the down jacket
as afashionpiece in
its own mightA year
ago, Bosideng showed
its Master Puff collec
tion on the sidelines of
Paris Fashion Weelk.

In 2026, Bosideng's
50th anniversary was fea
tured in the Paris Fash
ion Week Events FPro
gramme, marking how
far the brand has come
since. True to the name
of its gala, “The Next
Great Chapter”, Bosideng
enters its second half
century with a clear am
hition: to give the down

jacket a lasting place in

international fashion.




