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Mew governors at the Ministry of Interior are sworn in before His Majesty King Abdullah at Al Husseiniya Palace on Tuesday

King swears
In new governors

AMMAN (JT) New
governors at the Min
istry of Interior were
sworn in before His
Majesty King Ab
dullah at Al Hus.

seiniya Palace omn
Tuesday.

Ahmad Al Faour,
Ozama Al Hashim,
Ahmad Zuhair and

Muhieddin Al ad

wWan Were Sworn in as
governors of Jerash,
Mafragq, Zarga and
Madaba, respectively,
according to a Royal
Court statement.

Hashemite
Court Chief Yousef
Issawil and Interior
Minister Mazen Far
raya attended the
swearing-in.
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Jordan ranks third globally in sound
money, 50th in economic freedom

AMMAN (JT) — Jordan
ranked third globally
in the sound money
category and 50th
overall in the Economic
Freedom of the World
2026 Amnual Report,
published by Canada’s
Fraser Institute in col
laboration with the
Cato Institute.

The Kingdom scored
7.38 out of 10 owverall,
placing 50th among
165 countries and ter
ritories assessed in the
report, which is based
on economic data from
2024, according to the
report, cited by the
Jordan News Agency,
Petra.

Jordan scored 9.59
out of 10 in the sound
money category, rank
ing third behind Swit
zerland and Finland.
The category assesses
price stahility, infla
tion wvolatility, money
supply growth and the
freedom to maintain
bank accounts in for
eign currencies.

In the regulation cat
egory, Jordan ranked
25th globally, scoring
7.38 out of 10. The as
sessment covers credit
markets, labour regu
lations and business
licensing procedures.

The Kingdom scored

8.13 out of 10 in in
ternational trade free
dom, ranking 52Znd
worldwide. The catego
ry evaluates trade bar
riers, trade facilitation
and restrictions on the
movement of capital.
The Economic Free

dom of the World in
dex assesses countries
across five areas: Gov
ermmment size, legal
systems and property

rights, sound money,
freedom to trade in
ternationally and
regulation.

FIJe

The report provides
a comparative assess
ment of economic free
dom based on indica
tors covering monetary
stability, the regula
tory environment and
openness to interna
tional trade.

Gov't designates Baptism Site as nature reserve ahead of 2030 anniversary

B Decision reflects site’s exceptional environmental value, its global religious, cultural, historical significance

B Proposed reserve will encompass the Baptism Site and its surrounding natural areas

B Designation is expected to help preserve natural environment su

AMMAN UT) —The Cab
inet has approved the
inclusion of the Baptism
Site in the national net
work of protected areas
and its designation as a
nature TESErVe COVETINg
10 square kilometres, as
preparations begin  for
the 2,000th anniversary
of the baptism of Jesus
Christ in 2030.

The government will
proceed with the neces.
sary procedures in ac
cordance with relevant
Iaws and regulations, ac-
cording to a Prime Min-
istry statement.

The decision reflects
the site's exceptional
environmental value, as
well as its plobal reli
gious, cultural and his.
torical significance (See
full story on page 2.).

Studies and field sur-
veys have identified the
area as an integrated
ecosystem and one of the

The Baptism Site on the east bank of the Jordan River

most important natural
habitats on the eastern
bank of the Jordan River,
the statement said.

“Its diverse land
scapes, which include
riverine and wetland
environments, wvalleys
and plains, provide

food, shelter, breeding
grounds and Testing
places for a wide range
of wildlife," it said.

The Baptism Site is in
scribed on the UNESCO
World Heritage List,
highlighting its signifi
cance as a landmark of

ol m

both natural and cultur
al heritage.

The proposed reserve
will encompass the Bap-
tism Site and its sur
rounding natural areas,
including Wadi Ehar
rar, Wadi Gharabah and
habitats connected to

the Jordan River

Beyond protecting lo
cal flora and fauna, the
designation is expected
to help preserve the
natural environment
surrounding the World
Heritage Site and sup
port scientific research
and long-term environ-
mental monitoring.

Plans also include
establishing a biodi-
versity database to
strengthen conservation
efforts, according to the
statement.

The initiative is fur
ther expected to pro-
mote sustainable ecot
ourism, cultural tourism
and religious tourism,
while creating economic
opportunities for local
communities  through
tourism-related services
and research activities.

The proposed reserve
is intended to balance
environmental conser

vation with existing land
uses, allowing the area's
natural and cultural
heritage to be protected
while supporting sus

tainable development.

On May 18, His Maj
esty King Abdullah in
augurated the Baptism
Site International Ortho
dox University on Mon
day, at the Baptism Site
of Jesus Christ (Bethany
Beyond the Jordan).

His Majesty direct.
ed the govermment to
adopt and support the
initiative to commemo
rate two thousand years
since the baptism of
Jesus Christ in 2030,
which was put forvward
by the Counecil of Church
Leaders in Jordan.

During a meeting with
Christian religious lead
ers from Jordan and
Palestine at the Bap
tism Site, the King high
lighted the need for the

2030 initiative’s action
plan to focus on improv
ing infrastructure and
operational services at
the Baptism Site, ac
cording to a Royal Court
statement.

During a wvisit to Bap
tism Site in September,
HRH Crown Prince Hus
sein issued directives to
improve the site to en
hance the experience of
Christian pilgrims and
visitors.

The Crown Prince
emphasised the need
to carefully plan for the
2030 millennium  cel-
ebrations, in a manner
that reflects the pro-
found history of the site
and reaffirms Jordan's
status as a premier
global destination for
Christian pilgrimage.

Prime NMinister .Jafar
Hassan has recently
chaired the first mesting
of a national committes

rrounding World Heritage Site, support scientific research, long-term environmental monitoring

overseging preparations
for Jordan's 2030 com
memoration of the sec-
ond millenrmium of the
Baptism of Jesus Christ.

The committee will
develop policies and
guidelines, coordinate
international outreach
and national proce
dures, and plan events
to mark the anniversary.

Hassan stressed the
need to begin prepara
tions immediately in
line with the directives
of His Majesty King Ab
dullah and in support of
an initiative proposed
by the Council of Church
Leaders in Jordan.

He called for a com
prehensive  plan and
clear timetable, saying
the commemoration Te
flects Jordan's historical
and relipious standing
and its role as a global
destination for Chris-
tian pilgrimage.

Israeli settlers rapidly reshape occupied
West Bank amid surge in violence

OCCUPIED JERUSA
LEM Israeli settlers
have intensified a cam
paign of viclence and
intimidation across the
occupied West Banlk, at
tacking and displacing
Palestinian communi
ties while establishing
dozens of povernmment
backed settlements and
illegal outposts that are
rapidly reshaping the

territory.

Having expanded
their presence far be
yond what appeared
possible just a few
years ago, extremist

settlers are racing to
consolidate their gains

ahead of this month's
Israeli election. Their
supporters, including
senior government of
ficials, are seeking to
secure votes and ad
vance a settlement
agenda aimed at creat
ing facts on the ground
that would be difficult
to reverse, even if a less
supportive povernment
takes power.

The transformation of
the occupied West Bank
has accelerated over the
past three years, amid
Israel’s war in Gaza
and the US-Israeli war
against Iran, which
have diverted interna-
tional attention from
Palestinians losing

their homes and land.

Over the past year, Is
rael has intensified ef
forts to consolidate its
control over the terri
tory through the expan
sion of settlements and
outposts, broader av
enues for land registra
tion and acquisition by
Israelis, increased dem
olition of Palestinian
homes, and restrictions
on roads and check
points that fragment
Palestinian communi
ties. Settler vinlence has
also surged, while the
government has shown
little willingness to rein
it in.

Continued on page 5

Jordanian mobile bakeries in Gaza produce over

69 million loaves since Janua

AMMAN [IT) The
Jordanian mobile bak

eries in Gaza have pro

duced over 69 loaves of
bread between January
2025 and October 14th,
2026, according to the
World Central Kitchen
[WCEl, which oversees

the bakeries' opera
tions in Gaza.

Upon Foyal direc
tives, Jordan @ dis

patched three Jorda
nian mobile bakeries
to Gaza as part of a
Jordanian initiative to
ensure continuous sup
ply of bread and meet
the daily needs of resi
dents across Gaza.

The production ca

pacity of each mo
bile bakery is around
70,000 loaves of bread
daily.

The first mobile bak
ery started operations
in January 2025, while
two more mobile bak
eries were dispatched

ry 2025

in December 2025.

The bakeries are op
erated by WCK, which
is an international non
governmental organi

sation that provides
meals and food assist
ance to populations af
fected by conflicts and
disasters worldwide.
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Jordan gears up for

of Jesus Christ’s Baptism in 2030

B King leads preparations for 2030
commemoration of 2,000 years since
baptism of Jesus Christ

B Crown Prince Hussein calls for improvements
to Baptism Site to enhance experience of
visitors, strengthen Jordan’s position as
leading global pilgrimage destination

B Prime minister oversees national
preparations, directing committees to meet
clear deadlines, promote Jordan's religious
tourism sector

B $120 million development project launched
on adjacent land, featuring museum,
integrated pilgrims’village, upgraded

infrastructure, green corridor

B Plans target one million pilgrims, visitors

annually

AMMARN (JT) — His Maj
esty King Abdullah has
placed the Baptism Site
of Jesus Christ at the cen-
tre of Jordan's prepara
tions for the 2,000th an-
niversary of the baptism
in 2030, directing the
government to support
a landmark initiative
aimed at strengthening
the Kingdom's position
as a leading global des-
tination for Christian pil
grimage while preserving
the site's religious, his-
torical and environmen
tal significanece.

The Kings directives
set the course for a na
tional effort bringing to
gether the Royal Court,
government institutions,
Christian church leaders
and international part
ners to prepare the Bap
tism Site of Jesus Christ
{Bethany Beyond the Jor
dan), kmown locally as Al
Maghtas, for the millen-
nium commemaoration.

In May, King Abdullah
inaugurated the Baptism
Site International Ortho
dox University (BIO Uni)
and directed the govern-
ment to adopt and sup-
port the initiative pro
posed by the Council of
Church Leaders in Jor
dan to mark two millen
nia since the baptism of
Jesus Christ.

During a meeting with
Christian religious lead
ers from Jordan and Pal
estine at the site, attend
ed by HRH Prince Ghazi,
the King's chief adviser
for religious and cultural
affairs and personal en-
voy, His Majesty stressed
that preparations must
prioritise infrastructure,
operational services, and
the overall experience of
pilgrims and wisitors.

The King said that he
would  closely  follow
progress on the initia
tive's action plan, reaf
firming his commitment
to safeguarding Tholy
sites, preserving the
Christian presence in the
region and highlighting
Jordan's role as home to
some of the world's most
significant Christian reli
gious landmarks.

Church leaders wel
comed the Royal initia
tive, describing the 2030
anmiversary as an op
portunity to renew the
values of unity, harmony,
dialopue and mutual
understanding.

They also underscored
the importance of coordi
nating preparations with
churches and Christian
institutions  worldwide
to encourage pilgrims to
visit the place where the
baptism took place.

The initiative envis
ages a comprehensive
PIOgramme  ENcompass-
ing religious and cultural
events, the development
of Christian pilgrimage
tourism products, in-
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2,000th anniversary

FPhoto courtesy of Royal Court

His Majesty King Abduillah inaugurates the Baptism Site International Orthodox University on May 18, at the Baptism Site of Jesus Christ (Bethany Beyond the
Jordan)

Photo courtesy of Royal Court

From HRH Crown Prince Hussein's visit to the Baptism Site of Jesus Christ (Bethany Beyond the Jordan) on September 14,
accompanied by HRH Prince Ghazi, chairman of the board of trustees of the Baptism Site Commission

An aerial view of the Baptism Site showing the Chiirch of the Baptism of the Lord

ternational  promotion
and the upgrading of
facilities at the Baptism
Site, and other religious
and tourist destinations
across Jordan.

Building on the Royal
directives, HRH Crown
Prince Hussein wisited
the Baptism Site on Sep
tember 14, issuing in
structions to improve its
facilities and services to
enhance the experience
of Christian pilgrims and
other visitors,

Accompanied by
Prince Ghazi, chairman
of the Baptism Site Com
mission’s board of trus
tees, the Crown Prince
was briefed on the serv
ices provided at the site
and the preparations
under way for the 2030
commemaoration.

He stressed the impor-
tance of careful planning
for the anniversary, en
suring that the celebra-
tions reflect the sites
profound religious and
historical  significance,
and reinforce Jordan's
position as a premier in
ternational  destination
for Christian pilgrimage.

The Crown Prince also
called for wider promo
tion of the site in coondi
nation with the Ministry

of Tourism and Antiqui
ties, the Jordan Tourism
Board and other relevant
partners,  highlighting
the importance of a co
ordinated national effort
to attract visitors from
across the world.

Prince Hussein's visit
underscored the impor
tance attached to trans
lating the Royal vision
into practical Improve
ments that will allow
the site to acoommodate
growing numbers of pil
grims while preserving
its sanctity and distinc
tive character.

Prime Minister Jafar
Hassan has stepped up
government  coordina
tion, stressing that prep
arations must reflect
Jordan's religious and
historical — significance
and its standing as a
destination for Christian
pilgrimage.

Chairing the second
meeting of the High-Lew
el National Committee
tasked with preparing
for the anmiversary on
September 17, Hassan
directed executive com
mittees to work accord
ing to clear agendas and
timetables.

He also called for the
work to be institution

alised within the Prime
Ministry, with regular
progress reports to en
SUre projects remain on
schedule.

Referring to the Crown
Frince's vwisit, Hassan
stressed the need to com
plete planned projects on
time, and provide the in
frastructure and services
required to improve the
visitor experience.

He called for an inten
sified international mar
keting campaign over
the following three years
to promote Jordan as a
destination for Christian
pilgrimage and religious
tourism, particularly in
North and South Ameri

ca, Europe and Asia
Proposals include
establishing a mobile

museum to attract in
temational wvisitors, de

veloping  partnerships
with churches and travel
agencies worldwide,

and preparing a detailed
calendar of events for
2027-2030.

5120 million project to
transform surrounding
area

A central component
of the preparations is
a major development

project estimated at
£120 million on ap
proximately 1400 dun
nums of land adjacent
to the Baptism Site, on
the eastern bank of the

River Jordan.
Four agreements have
been sigpned covering

the comstruction of a
museum dedicated to
the baptism of Jesus
Christ, the develop
ment of an integrated
pilgrims’ wvillage, infra
structure improvements
and the creation of a
green corridor

The project aims to
attract one million pil
grims and wisitors an
nually, transforming
the surrounding area
into a major Christian
pilgrimage destination
while protecting the
sanctity and historical
identity of Al Maghtas,
which was inscribed on
UNESCO's World Herit
age List in 2015,

The planned museum,
allocated $50 million,
will cover approxi
mately 5,500 sqguare
metres and present the
site’s religious, archaeo
logical and historical
sipnificance  through
artefacts, specialised
exhibitions and modern

File photo

Pope Francis during a visit to Jordan in May 2014

display technologies,

A further 40 million
has been allocated to
a pilgrims' wvillage de
signed to offer a more
comprehensive  visitor
experience. Flans in-
clude a reception cen
tre, hotel, restaurants,
shops, a church, pub
lic squares and other
service facilities, allow-
ing pilgrims to extend
their stays rather than
limiting wvisits to short
excursions.

Infrastructure works,
budgeted at $27 million,
will cover roads, water
networks, desalination
and irrigation systems,
electricity, solar power
and lighting. An addi
tional %3 million will
support the develop
ment of a green corridor

According to the an
nounced timetable, pre
liminary work on the
museum and pilgrims’
village is due to begin
by the end of the first
quarter of 2027, with
major construction
scheduled to start in
the second quarter. Both
projects are expected to
be completed in the first
quarter of 2029, ahead
of the anniversary
celebrations.

File photo

The inauguration of
BIO Uni adds an edu
cational and cultural
dimension to the wider
initiative, positioning
the Baptism Site as a
centre not only for pil-
grimage but also for

learning, scholarship
and dialogue.
Rishara Dahabra,

the official in charge of
founding affairs at the
university, described its
opening as a landmark
for the church, Jordan
and the world, saying
that the Kingdom offers
an example of peace,
fraternity and coexist
ence at a time of conflict
and sectarian division.

The university's first
phase will offer four
disciplines: Theology,
philosophy, law and
languages. Three mas
ter's programmes are
also planned, covering
canon law, ascetic life,
and Orthodox-Christian
and Islamic dialogue.

Its educational ap
proach  will include
a “Great Books” pro
gramme requiring stu
dents to read at least 50
books during their stud
ies, alongside spiritual
retreats lasting from
three to 40 days.

The university in
tends to welcome stu
dents from Jordan and
abroad, with the aim of
developing  graduates
who can serve as am
bassadors for educa
tion, dialogue and mu
tual understanding.

As development plans
advance, environmen
tal conservation has
emerged as a key con
sideration in ensuring
that growth around the
Baptism Site does not
undermine its natural

heritage.

The Baptism Site
Adjacent Lands Devel-
opment Foundation,

working with the Royal
Society for the Conser
vation of Mature (RSCHM),
has convened experts
and representatives of
national and interna
tional institutions to
Teview an environmen
tal study and technical
framework for restoring
the surrounding area.

The study document
ed native plant species,
wildlife habitats and
resident and migratory
birds, while identifying
challenges including the
spread of invasive plant
species that threaten
ecological balance.

Proposed measures
include removing inva
sive plants and restor
ing mnative wegetation,
establishing ecological
corridors  to  connect
habitats, developing
nature trails, manag
ing lighting and noise,
improving visitor move
ment and introducing
long-term environmen
tal monitoring.

The consultative
process brought to-
gether representatives
of UNESCO, ministries,
United Nations agen
cies, conservation or-
ganisations, the Bap
tism Site Commission
and other national and
international partners.

Tharwat Masalha,
chairman of the board
of trustees of the Bap
tism Site Adjacent Lands
Development Founda
tion, said that environ-
mental protection was
central to the vision for
the area, given its close
connection to the site's
religious, historical and
human significance.

RSCN Chair Batool
Ajlouni  deseribed the
partnership as an ex
pression of the society's
national role in conserv
ing biodiversity, par-
ticularly in areas of ex-
ceptional cultural and
envircnmental value.

The partners agreed
to refine the environ
mental framework in
light of the technical
recommendations  be
fore its adoption as part
of the project’s imple-
mentation phases.
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The Agaba Development Corporation says that total cargo handling across Agaba's ports
increased by 12 per cent in the first nine months of 2026

Agaba ports’ cargo handling rises 12%
in first nine months of 2026 — ADC

AMMAN (JT) Tao-
tal cargo handling
across Agaba'’s ports
increased by 12 per
cent in the first nine
months of 2026, reach
ing 19.68 million
tonnes compared with
the same period last
year, according to data
released by the Agaba
Development Corpora
tion (ADC].

Container handling
rose by 6.58 per cent
to 786,950 twenty
foot equivalent units
(TEUs), while land and
air passenger move
ments increased by 2
per cent to 422 487, Al
Mamlaka TV reported.

Cargo handling at
the MNew Agaba Port
increased by 64 per
cent to 5.85 million
tonnes, driven by a 45
per cent increase in
grain handling to 3.62
million tonnes and a
60 per cent rise in coal

handling to 518,911
tonnes.
Sugar handling

at the port reached
810402 tonnes, com
pared with none in the
same period last year,
while general cargo
handling increased by
20 per cent to B94,B75
tonnes.

Vehicle handling
rose by 38 per cent to
94,530 wunits, while
livestock handling
fell by 38 per cent to
543,593 heads.

At the Agaba Con
tainer Terminal, im
ported container
throughput increased
by 12 per cent to
415,382 TEUs. Import-
ed transit containers

surged by 391 per cent
to 115,762 TEUs, up
from 23,593 TEUs in
the same period last
yedr.

Non-transit im
ported containers de
clined by 14 per cent
to 299,620 TEUs, while
exported  containers
increased by 1 per cent
to 371,568 TEUs.

Gas handling
at the jetty
surged by 176
percentto
54,151 tonnes,
while potassium
hydroxide
handling rose
by 77 per

cent to 21,363
tonnes...

Cargo handling at
the 0il Jetty rose by 39
per cent to 3.43 million
tonnes. Crude oil han
dling increased by 14
per cent to 1.22 million
tonnes, diesel by 7 per
cent to 799,561 tonnes
and gasoline by 50 per
cent to 805,468 tonnes.

Gas handling at the
jetty surged by 176
per cent to 54,151
tonnes, while potas
sium hydroxide han
dling rose by 77 per
cent to 21,363 tonnes
and phenol handling
increased by 309 per

cent to 147,036 tonnes.

Chemiecal handling
increased by 943 per
cent to 46,511 tonnes,
while. mineral oils
surged by 1,047 per
cent to 32,715 tonnes.
Vegetable oil han
dling reached 302,700
tonnes.

Ligquefied petroleum
gas (LPG} handling
increased by 11 per
cent to 413,181 tonnes,
while liquefied natu
ral gas (LNG) handling
fell by 31 per cent to
464 837 tonnes.

Dry bulk handling
rose by B per cent to
11.91 million tonnes,
despite declines in
several commodities.
Phosphate  handling
fell by 19.1 per cent
to 4.06 million tonnes,
sulphur by 31 per cent
to 528,033 tonnes and
fertilisers by 11 per
cent to 527 421 tomnes.

Liguid bulk han
dling increased by 16
per cent to 5.43 million
tonnes, while general
cargo handling prew
by 25 per cent to 2.03
million tonnes.

Ship traffic at Aga
ba's ports rose by 7
per cent to 2,060 ves-
sels. The number of
vessels carrying liquid
bulk increased by 22
per cent to 196, while
dry bulk wessels rose
by 1 per cent to 278.

Container ship calls
fell by 2 per cent to
438, while cruise ship
calls dropped by 80
per cent to two. The
port also received 95
vehicle-carrying  wves
sels during the first
nine months of 2026.

Cabinet approves 10-year strateg
to develop local drone industry

New regulations simplify electricity licensing,
exempt green hydrogen projects from licensing fees endorsed

AMMAN (TT) The
Cabinet, during a ses-
sion chaired by Prime
Minister Jafar Hassan
on Tuesday, approved
the National Strategy for
the Localisation of the
Unmanned Aerial Vehi-
cle (UAV) Industry for
2026--2036.

The strategy aims to
establish a domestic
industry and position
Jordan as a regional
hub for drone technol
opy development, man-
ufacturing, systems in-
tegration and testing,
according to a Prime
Ministry statement.

The strategy also
seeks to increase local
value addition, develop
engineering  expertise
and create opportuni
ties for Jordamian tal
ent and businesses.

It treats the UAV in-
dustry as an integrated
ECOSYStem encompass
ing software, electron-

ics, communications,
navigation, control
and power systems,

airframes and testing,
rather than focusing
solely on manufactur
ing or assembling im
ported components.

Potential applica-
ticns include agricul
ture, resource manage
ment, infrastructure
and power line inspec-
tions, mining, munieci
pal services, logistics,
surveying and emer
gEncy Tesponse.

The strategy fol
lows an assessment of
national  capabilities
involving many Jorda-
nian companies and 15
universities. It focuses
on establishing a do
mestic manufacturing
base, positioning Jor-
dan as a regional centre
forintegration and test
ing, developing high
value local capabilities,
linking scientific re
search to industry and
stimulating  domestic
demand.

It also seeks to alipn
education and training
with industry require
ments through updated
engineering curricula,
practical training, in

Photo courtesy of Frime Ministry

The Cabinet on Tuesday approved the National Strategy for the Localisation of the Unmanned Aerial Vehicle [UAV) Industry for

2026-2036

dustry-focused pradu
ation projects and
stronger partnerships
between  universities
and businesses.

The strategy priori
tises software, commu
nications, testing and
engineering design,
while allowing the use
of impeorted compo
nents when local pro
duction is not economi
cally wiable.

In the energy sector,
the Cabinet approwved
the 2026 Regulations
on  Conditions  for
Granting, Renewing or
Amending Electricity
Licences under the Gen
eral Electricity Law.

The regulations
alm to encourage in
vestment, simplify 1
censing procedures
and establish fair fee
structures,

They introduce in
centive fees for energy
storage activities to
strengthen grid stabil-
ity and support the in
tegration of renewahble
ENETEY SOUTCES.

They also exempt in

dependent  transmis
sion and associated
generation  dedicated

to green hydrogen pro
duction from licensing
fees.

The Cabinet also ap
proved the 2026 Regu
lations for Licensing
Domestic Cleaning
Services  Companies,
which define require-
ments for issuing, re-
newing and revoking
Ministry of Labour
permits, outline com
pany oblipations and
establish penalties for
violations.

The regulations aim
to curb unregulated
advertising on social
media and protect ben
eficiaries’ rights. Li
censed companies may
provide Jordanian and
non-Jordanian workers
under daily, weekly or
monthly contracts.

Companies must
provide dedicated ac

commodation and
uniforms, submit an
annually renewable

performance bond, re-
cruit workers through
authorised entities in
countries covered by
agreements with Jor

dan, provide train
ing, maintain employ-
ment contracts and

ensure social security
COVETAEE.

Owvernight stays are
prohibited, and non
Jordanian cleaning
workers cannot trans
fer to other sectors, the
statement said.

The Cabinet also
approved the Minis
try of Health Strategy
for 2026-2030 and di
rected the ministry to
begin implementation,
with annual reviews
to alipn budget allo
cations with priority
outcomes and perform
ance indicators.

The strategy aligns
with Royal directives,
the Economic Moderni
sation Vision, the Pub
lic Sector Modernisa
tion Roadmap and the
Sustainable Develop
ment (zoals, the state
ment said.

It focuses on disease
prevention, service
quality, spending ef
ficiency, infrastructure
development and dig
ital transformation.

Its six priorities cov
er primary and preven
tive care, specialised
medical services and
clinical guality, human

resource development,
infrastructure and dig
ital transformation,
healthecare coverage
and financial sustaina
bility, and institutional
governance, including
crisis management.

The Cabinet also ap
proved the draft 2026
amended regulations
governing federations
and referred them to
the Lepislation and
Opinion Bureau

The amendments aim
to improve governance,
operational efficiency,
administrative decen
tralisation and digital
transformation.

The Cabinet ‘ap
proved draft regula
tions for universities
and intermediate com
munity colleges, as well
as a draft administra
tive structure for the
General Hftaa Depart
ment, and referred both
to the Legislation and
Opinion Bureau.

The Cabinet also
approved a draft law
ratifying the 2026 ex-
tradition agreement be-
tween Jordan and Mo
rocco and referred it to
the Lower House.

Engineering industries
strategy targets JD2.5b in exports by 2031

ANMMAN (JT) The
Ministry of Industry,
Trade and Supply has
launched the Engineer
ing Industries Sector
Strategy for 2026-2029,
targeting total sector
exports of JD2.5 hil
lion by 2033 and core
engineering exports of
JD1.043 billion by 2029.

Prepared with sup
port from the Economic
Reform Propramme and
the Jordan Chamber of
Commerce, the strategy
aims to create 15,000
direct jobs by 2031, in
crease local walue ad
dition and attract in-
vestment, Jordan News
Agency, Petra, reported.

The sector comprises
around 4,800 facili
ties employing 35,200
workers. In 2024, core
engineering exports
stood at JDE39.2 mil
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The Ministry of Industry, Trade and Supply launches the Engineering Industries Sector Strategy

for2026-2029

lion, while total sec

tor exports reached
JD.3648 billion.
The strategy also

aims to double fixed

capital formation in
metal products and
electrical equipment by
2029 and ensure that
women account for at

least 20 per cent of new

jobs.

It seeks to address
challenges  including
high energy costs and

supply chain vulner
abilities, while capi
talising on shifts in
global supply chains,
free trade agreements
and demand linked to
reconstruction in Syria.

The strategy is built

around three pillars
covering local walue
chains, institutional
capacity and export

market diversification.
It includes five initia.
tives focusing on local
content, the Zarga En
gineering  Innovation
Centre, compliance
with green industry re
gquirements, the “Made
in Jordan" brand and
specialised investment.

Priority subsectors
include metal products,
electrical  equipment

and metal furniture, in
line with the Economic
Modernisation Vision.

Army foils drug smuggling

attempt using balloons

AMMAN (JT) The
Eastern Military BRe-
glon on  Tuesday
thwarted an attempt to
smuggle a large quan
tity of narcotics into
the Kingdom using
guided balloons, the
Jordan Armed Forces
Arab Army (JAF) said.

Border guard forc
es detected the bal
loons  as  they at
tempted to cross into
Jordanian territory
within the region's
area of responsibility.

The forces intercept
ed and brought down
the balloons inside
Jordan and seized the
narcotics in coordi
nation with relevant
military and security
agencies and the Anti
Narcotics Department,
according to a JAF
statement.

IAF phota

The Eastern Military Region on Tuesday thwarts an attempt to
smuggle a large quantity of narcotics into the Kingdom using

guided balloons

The seized materials
were handed over to
the competent authori
ties for legal action.

The JAF reaffirmed
the readiness and ca

pability of its border
guard units to counter
smuggling and infiltra
tion attempts and safe-
guard the Kingdom's
security and stability.

Cassation Court upholds 20-month sentence for man in marijuana cultivation case

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN The Court
of Cassation has up
held a May 2022 State
Security Court (SSC)
ruling, sentencing a
man to 20 months in
prison after convicting
him of planting mari
juana at his house in
Agaba in January 2022

The court declared
the defendant guilty
of planting marijuana

and possessing a small
guantity of illegal nar
cotics on Jan. 20.

The S5C sentenced
him to one year and
eight months in prison
and ordered him to pay
a JD1,500 fine.

Court documents
said the Anti-Narcot
ics Department (AND)
learnt the defendant
was planting and pos
sessing illegal nar
cotics at hiz home in

Agaba.

“The AND agents
raided his home and
found marijuana

plants and small quan
tities of hashish and
Crystal meth” court
documents said.

The defendant con-
fessed that he planted
the marijuana and pos
sessed the illegal nar
cotics for his personal
use, the court papers
added.

The defendant con
tested the S5C's ruling
through his lawyer,
who argued that "my
client had no previous
criminal record and
had expressed his re
gret to the court”.

The lawyer argued
that his client should
have "been pardoned
by the court because
this was his first drug
related case”.

Meanwhile, the SSC

prosecution office
asked the higher court
to uphold the sentence
and the fine imposed
on the defendant.

The higher court
maintained that the
SSC had followed the
proper procedures in
issuing the sentences
against the defendant.

“It was clear to the
court that the defend
ant confessed will
ingly to planting and

possessing the illegal
drugs for his personal
use,” the higher court
said.

Therefore, the higher
court maintained that
the defendant deserves
the punishment he re
ceived from the S5C.

The Court of Cassa
tion judges were Mo
hammad IThrahim, Ma
jid Azab, Hayel Amr,
Fawzi Nahar and Ibra
him Abu Shamma.
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Rapid Support Forces'‘technicals' mounted with machine guns and anti-aircraft weapons

Sudan army strike in disputed
territory kills 53 — local authorities

KHARTOUM (AFF)

A drone strike by the
Sudanese army killed
53 people at a market
in an area disputed
between Sudan and
South Sudan, local
authorities said on
Tuesday, the latestin a
wave of deadly attacks.

Authorities in Abyei
district said the strike
hit Amiet market on
Monday. They accused
the army of launching
22 munitions during
the attack, which also
wounded at least 27
people.

“The casualties com
prise wvulnerable «ci
vilian populations,
including women, chil
dren, the elderly, local
merchants, members
of the host Ngok Din
ka community, South
Sudanese  returnees,
and Sudanese refugees
who had sought sanc-
tuary from the broader
regional conflict,” the
authorities said.

Between Sunday and
Monday, strikes across
Sudan killed more than
100 people. The coun
try is in the grips of
a brutal war between
the regular army and
the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF)

that began in April
2023.
Abyei district is

claimed by both Su
dan and South Sudan,
which split from its
northern  neighbour
in 2011 following dec
ades of conflict.

Parts of the district
are controlled by the
Sudan People's Libera
tion Movement-North
(SPLM-N}, a splinter
from the organisation
that fought for Juba's
independence. The
group is itself split in
two, with each faction
supporting  opposite
sides in Sudan's war.

‘The drone
struck once,
and then
came back 10
minutes later
and struck
again’

Juba's foreign min
istry said it had sum
moned the Sudanese
amhassador over the
attack, which it con
demned "in the strong-
est terms possible”.

It accused the Su
danese army of strik
ing multiple locations
within the market,
which is used as a
transit point for goods
to areas controlled by
the BSF.

The deadliest strike
during the recent wave
came near a market
on Sunday evening in
Al Dibab town in the
southwestern state of
West Kordofan, which
is controlled by the
R5F.

Residents and medi
cal workers said a
drone struck a trans
port hub where villag
ers had gathered after
a market day to find
rides home, killing 80
people.

Ahmed Abakar Wadi,
a resident who helped
bury wvictims, told AFP
at least 50 bodies were
recovered at the scene,
including that of his
brother.

Another 47 wounded
people were taken to
the nearby town of Al
Mujlad where 30 later
died from their inju-
ries, according to a
medical source.

“The drone struck
once, and them came
back 10 minutes lat
er and struck again”
Wadi told AFF.

The RSF's self-de-
clared administration,
known as Tasis, and
the Sudanese rights
group Emergency Law-
yers accused the army
of carrying out Sun-
day’s attack.

More than 1,100
pecple were killed in
drone attacks aecross
Sudan during the first
half of this year, ac-
cording to the United
Nations.

UK to deploy fighter jets to help protect
Saudi from Houthi attacks — govt

LONDON (AFF) Brit-
ish fighter planes will
be deployed to help
Saudi Arabia defend it-
self against increasing
attacks from Yemen's
Houthi rebels, the UK
government announced
on Tuesday.

The defence ministry
said the deployment
formed part of “addi-
tional defensive mili
tary support” to Riyadh.

“The UK will fly de
fensive counter air mis-
sions to support the
protection of Saudi cit
ies and critical national
infrastructure against
aerial attack, using RAF
Typhoon fighter jets”
the ministry of defence
said in a statement.

“These aircraft will
operate in a defensive
role and will not con-
duct offensive strikes
against the Houthis "

Britain will also de
ploy a military trans-
port aircraft “to sup
port the movement of
defence material within
Saudi Arabia alongside
UK military advisers to
support Saudi staff of
ficers”, the statement
added.
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This picture taken on August 1, 2023 shows a view of the Kingdom Centre (L) skyscraper in Rivadh

“The continuing at
tacks from the Houthis
on our ally Saudi Arabia
are absolutely despica
ble,” said defence min
ister Wes Streeting.

“The targeting of the

airport in Riyadh in
particular shows the
lengths the Houthis are
going to escalate the
situation in the region,”
he added.

The Saudi capitals

international  airport
has been targeted by
strikes 20 times since
the beginning of the
month, with a recent
attack killing 13 peo-
ple and wounding more

than 300,

Saudi Arabia, the
Yemeni government and
the United States ac
cuse Iran of backing the
Houthis an allega
tion Tehran denies.

Christiane Amanpour to leave (NN after 43 years

NEW YORK
Veteran journalist
Christiane Amanpour
said Monday she is
leaving her role at CNN
after a 43-year career
as one of the US broad-

IAFP)

caster's most promi
nent international
correspondents.

“after thinking care-
fully for several months
and experiencing a few
sleepless nights, as you
can imagine, I've de
cided to separate from
CNN," Amanpour, 68,
said in a statement.

Her announcement
came weeks after me-
dia corporation Para
mount Skydance for
mally took over Warner
Bros. Discovery, the
parent company of
CINN.

That merger has
drawn concerns over
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Christiane Amanpour has interviewed many of the world’s

leaders and newsmakers

the independence of
CNN as the merged
company’s DWTLETS,
the Ellizon family, are
close allies of US Presi

dent Donald Trump

a fierce critic of the TV
network.

Amanpour did not
reference  the  deal
but emphasised her
commitment to being
“fiercely independent”.

“That’s especially
important today as
we face unprecedent

ed pressures from all
sides, political, finan
cial, and also from the
rising dangers in the
field,” she said.

British-born Aman
pour first became
known to the CNN au
dience internationally
for her coverage of the
1991 Gulf War that fol
lowed Iraqg's 1990 inva
sion of Kuwait.

She has interviewed
many of the world's
leaders and newsmak
ers over the past dec-
ades and reported from
hotspots such as Irag,
Afphanistan, Pakistan,
Somalia, Rwanda and
the Balkans.

Amanpour said her
daily news show on
CNN will be scaled
back to once a week un
til next June, while her
PBS programme will

also end.

She added that she
“looks forward to in
teresting new projects
down the line, and will
always be rooting for
CNN and maintain
ing its history of in
dependent journalism.
Bemember: always be
truthful, not neutral®.

In a memo carried
by US media, CNN
Chief Executive Mark
Thompson praised
Amanpour “for 43 ex
tracrdinary years of re
markahle journalism,
loyalty and friendship”.

“Like s0 many CN
Ners who will hear the
news today, I'm very
sorry to see her go, but
I've come to accept that
this is the right time
for her, both personally
and professionally,”
Thompson said.

French PM vows ‘massive’police deployment for new demonstrations

PARIS (AFF) French
Prime Minister Sebast
ien Lecomu on Tuesday
vowed a “massive” police
presence at fresh

tests called for the coming
weekend, as he faced critd
cism over the handling of
recent street violence:

The eurczong's second
largest economy was
rocked on Saturday by
some of its worst riot
ing in recent years, just
six months before voters
head to the polls to elect
a successor to President
Emmanuel Macron.

Facing angry lawmak
ers in parliament, Lecor
mu  acknowledged that
the security response had
fallen short and prom
ised a stronger approach
ahead of a new wave of
protests.

“The deployment for
next Saturday will be
massive,” Lecornu said.

He accused ultra-left
radical groups of forging
an “insurrectionary plan”
that led to the riots, which
erupted on the sidelines
of nationwide protests
over the cost of living.

Images of clashes, mobs
looting stores and public
buildings set ablaze last
weekend prompted sev
eral countries, including
the United States, China
and Germany, to issue
travel advisories for their
citizens in France.

French authorities om
Monday announced par
tial curfews in Paris and
some other cities, and
Lecormu said new cur
fews would be imposed
on Tuesday where needed.

Paris police ordered a
temporary ban on people
carrying cans or bottles of
petrol or gas, after mobs
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A man walks past a row of burnt out vehicles on Rue Yves Toudic destroyed after a nationwide
protest against the ‘high cost of living) in central Paris on Monday

set fire to povernment
buildings and shops last
weekend.

During the mnight, a
helicopter flew over the
French capitals Place de
la Republique, one of the
epicentres of the unrest,
sweeping a searchlight
across the square to mon
itor compliance with the
curfew.

“The sound of a heli
copter at one in the mom
ing is a bit oppressive”
said Sylvain Courant, a
resident of the Les Halles
neighbourhood,  anoth
er hotspot of the street
violence.

“It's that thing you see
on TV, in all the good war
films.”

Macron, currently on
a Gulf tour where he se
cured additional diesel
supplies in an effort to
bring down prices, has
acknowledged shortcom
inps in the handling of the

protests,

France'’s govermment is
wrestling with high pub
lic debt and anger over
soaring prices, and facing
a strong challenge from
the far right.

The unrest on Saturday
broke out after around
half a million people
turmed out across France
to denounce the cost of
living, following four
weeks of school protests.

On DMonday, several
cities, including Paris,
the southwestern city of
Bordeaux and Nice on
the French Riviera, intro
duced partial curfews.

A targeted curfew for
minors was to be intro
duced in several districts
of the southern port city
of Marseille from Tues
day evening and at least
through Friday, a source
close to the matter told
AFE
Security forces arrested

a man believed to be con
nected to the ultra-left
over the burning down
of a historic town hall in
Limoges, whose destruc
tion has become a symbaol
of the violence.
Authorities have come
under criticism from par
ties across the political
spectrum, with farright
presidential — candidate
Marine Le Pen describing
the unrest as a “wake-up
call” that exposed a “pro-
found crisis” of authority.
Investors  have sold
off French debt in recent
weeks amid rising doubts
about the povernment's
ability to rein in spending.
Under pressure to sup
port thousands of dam
aged or looted shops, the
government said interest
free loans would be made
available from Friday to all
affected businesses, along
with other measures.
Justice Minister Gerald

Darmanin said nearly 150
people had been jailed and
more than 800 brought
before the courts.

He argued that a strong
judicial response was nec-
£SSary to prevent ordinary
people from taldng mat-
ters into their own hands.

“The justice system is
being extremely firm,” he
said. “People with no pre-
vious criminal record are
being sent to prison.”

Some  demonstrators
were  seriously  inmjured.
One man lost a hand to
a police prenade. In the
eastern city of Mulhouse,
a 17-yearold girl lost an

Interior Mimster Lau
rent Nunez offered to re-
sipn on Sunday, saying
police “had lost control”
during the unrest. Macron
rejected his resipnation.

Other European coun
tries have also seen dem-
onstrations over rising
prices, with smaller clash
es breaking out in Milan,
Italy’s financial centre,
and EBelgium over the
weekend.

Italy was preparing to
send 500 troops to Milan
as the government consid-
ered a wider crackdown.

Us President Donald
Trump has seized on the
unrest in France to am.
plify his anti-immigration
and anti-Islam rhetorie,
as his Republican party
faces strong headwinds
in the upcoming midterm
elections.

“It's immigration, and 1
told President Emmanuel
Macron, close up your
borders,” said Trump.

Several amalysts coun-
tered that immigration
was not a driving force in
France's unrest.
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US Vice President JD' Vance delivers remarks at a campaign rally at Hyder Warehouse in
Hendersonville, Morth Carolina on Monday

US VP Vance says staying out of
Israel vote as Trump backs Netanyahu

WASHINGTON, United

States (AFF) Us Vice
President JD Vance
said he would not

be following Donald
Trump in endorsing
Israeli prime minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
and wanted to stay on
the sidelines.

‘I'm not anti-endors-
ing him. I'm not pro-
endersing him. I'm not
getting involved in Is-
raeli elections,” Vance
gaid of Netanyahu, in
an interview Monday
with journalist Mark
Halperin.

‘1 endorse American
candidates and that's
where I'm focused on
is the [US] midterms,”
he added.

Trump on Sunday is-
sued a public endorse
ment of his right-wing

ally Netanyahu, who is
seeking a new term as
premier in Israel’s Oc
tober 27 parliamentary
election.

Vanece's reticence to
weigh in on the Israeli
vote contrasts with his
approach to European
elections.

Days before Hun
gary's  parliamentary
election in April, he
flew to Budapest to

support then-prime
minister Viktor Orban,
another right-wing
figure.

He has also voiced
support for Germany's

farright AfD party,
whose leader. Alice
Weidel, he met last
year.

Vance, who is widely
viewed as aiming to
succeed Trump in 2029,

reportedly expressed
opposition to launch
ing the US-Israeli war
with Iran, but bhas
since defended the
campaign.

The wice president
also had notably strong
words for Israeli of
ficials who criticized
a short-lived US-Iran
ceasefire apreement in
June.

“Trump is the omnly
head of state in the en
tire world who is sym-
pathetic to the nation
of Israel at this mo
ment,” he said at the
time.

“If T was in the cabi
net of the Israeli pov
ernment, I might not be
attacking the only pow
erful ally that I have
anywhere left in the en
tire world," he added.
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Zelensky, US envoys to hold Oslo talks
as Ukraine claims US missile holdup

0SLO |AFP) — Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Ze-
lensky arrived in Oslo on
Tuesday for talks with
top US envoys in a hid
to gat strained relations
with Washington “on a
more constructive path”,
Oslo said.

“We are maintaining
all contacts that can
help bring peace,” Zelen
sky said in a social me-
dia post announcing his
arrival in Oslo.

Norway's Prime Minis
ter Jonas Gahr Store said
earlier that Oslo would
host talks between Zel
ensky, US enwvoys Steve
Witkoff and Jared Kush
ner the latter taking
part remotely — as well
as Finnish President Al
exander Stubhb.

Relations between
Kyiv and Washington
have soured since Presi
dent Donald Trump
partially lifted sanc
tions to strike a diesel
supply deal with Rus-
gia's Vladimir Putin and
slammed Zelensky as a
warmonger for Ukrain
ian attacks on Russian
oil refineries.

Zelensky has accused
the United States of de
liberately withholding
vital intelligence and
delaying military aid,
saying on Monday that
Ukraine received no ear
ly warning of powerful
Russian missile strikes
that targeted energy
facilities in the capital
region.

US-led diplomatic ef
forts to end Europe's
deadliest conflict since
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Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky and Norway's Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store deliver a joint press conference after a
meeting on the situation in Ukraine on Tuesday in Oslo

World War IO have
stalled in recent months,
as Washington has shift
ed focus towards the
war with Iran.

The Norway talks were
due to begin on Tuesday
afternoon and continue
into the evening, Store
told reporters.

“The aim is to put dip
lomatic efforts on a more
constructive path,” he
gaid.

Ahead of the meeting,

Zelensky on Tuesday said
he held “substantive” and
“constructive” talks with
US Secretary of State Mar
co Rubio, in which he in
sisted that the US military
satellite system Ukraine
uses, Starshield, "needs
to be restored” and that
ballistic missile intercep
tors “are needed to protect
lives"

Zelensky told US sena
tors on Monday that “the
Pentagon is  delaying

the delivery of missiles”
already paid for by Eu
ropean countries, and
that the shipment was
waiting for US Defence
Secretary Pete Hegseth's
signature.

He said several Eu
ropean  countries  were
ready to transfer Patriot
interceptor missiles from
their own stockpiles but
were still awaiting US
approval,

The United States has

denied making any chang
es to intellipence sharing
with Ukraine, and Rubio
on Tuesday said Washing
ton was not deliberately
withheolding supplies.
“There’s nothing be
ing deliberately denied
to Ukraine,” Rubio said
while on a trip to India.
“It's simply, it's a bal
ance between our obliga
tions to other partners
and frankly our own..
requirements for our own

facilities as well.”

Trump has also de
nied ordering a reduc
tion in speeds on the US
government-owned and
controlled Starshield
network after Elon Wusk,
whose company SpaceX
developed it, said the or
der could only have come
from the White House.

Strained relations

The US leader has ac
cused his counterpart of
not trying to resclve the
conflict with Russia,

“Zelensky doesn't
know what he's talking
about,” Trump said on
Monday.

“To be honest, I think
it's time for somebody
else to negotiate on be
half of Ukraine.”

Trump said he was
ready to meet Putin
and Chinese leader Xi
Jinping in China next
month to discuss denu
clearisation, adding that
talks could also cover
the Ukraine war — fuel
ling fears in Kyiv that it
was being sidelined.

Kremlin  spokesman
Dmitry Peskov con
firmed earlier that “the
topic of such a hypo
thetical has indeed been
mentioned” when asked
about a Wall Street Jour
nal report on Sunday
that Trump, Putin and X1
could meet.

Ukraine’s Foreign
Minister Andriy Sybiga
said that such a meeting
would “only encourage
Putin to continue this
wWar".

Iran says Iraq will
expel exiled Kurdish
opposition members

BAGHDAD [AFP)
Iran’s ambassador
to Iraq said on Tues
day that Baghdad had
agreed to “expel” or
hand over members of
Iranian Kurdish oppo
sition groups who have
taken refuge on the Ira
gi side of the border.

The announcement
came after senior Iraqi
security officials re
peatedly told AFP that
Baghdad was refusing
to do so, fearing for
the lives of the Kurdish
exiles.

Irag's autonomous
Kurdistan regiom, an
pil-rich area in the
north of the country,
has long hosted camps
and bases for Iranian
Kurdish rebel groups,
which Tehran labels
terrorists who serve US
or Israeli interests.

“During a meeting of
the joint security com
mission — attended by
the Iranian delegation
and the Iragqi National
Security Adviser — the
two parties agreed to
expel the members of
the Iranian separatist
terrorist groups from
the Iraqi Kurdistan re
gion or hand them over
to Iran,” Ambassador
Mohammad Kazem Al
Sadegh wrote on X.

On Monday, Irag's
National Security
Council hosted a meet-
ing of the two delega
tions in Baghdad. A
governmental delega
tion from the Kurdistan
region also took part,
according to a state

ment from the media
office of Iragi National
Security Adviser Oas-
sim Al Abboudi.

The statement said
the talks focused om
“ways to address cur
rent challenges and
to harmonise the wi
sions of the parties
concerned”.

In 2023, Baghdad
and Tehran signed an
agreement aimed at
strengthening security
along their shared bor
der particularly in
the Kurdistan region
and “neutralising the
Kurdish opposition”.

The deal put an end to
recurring Iranian bom
bardments  targeting
the groups and helped
ease tensions between
the two countries.

But since the out
break of war in the
Middle East in late
February, triggered by
US-Israeli strikes, Iran
has resumed deadly
attacks on the Kurdish
ETOUPS.

Underthe 2023 agree-
ment, Iraqi authorities
disarmed the Iranian
Kurdish groups, mov
ing them away from the
border and transfer
ring them to camps.

On February 22 this
year, a few days before
the outbreak of the war,
five of the groups an
nounced the formation
of a political alliance
aimed at overthrowing
the Iranian government
and guaranteeing the
right to self-determina
tion for the Kurds.

UN rights chief condemns Europe protests violence

GENEVA, Switzerland
(AFP) — UN rights chief
Volker Turk on Tuesday
condemned all acts of
violence in the protests
gripping France and
other European coun
tries, urging those in
volved to ratchet down
the tensions.

“The mass protests
across Albania, Bel
gium, France, Italy

and Portugal are rais
ing human rights con
cerns,” Turk said in a
statement.

*I condemn all acts of
violence and call on all
of those involved to re
duce tensions and pre-
vent further wviolence.
The best and only way
forward i=s inclusive
and safe dialogue.”

The UN high com
missioner for human
rights said people had
the right to protest
peacefully, and to have
their voices heard
and countries had to
facilitate these rights,

“I deplore the actions

of those exploiting pro
tests to commit acts of
violence and wandal
ism against public and
private property. They
should be held indi
vidually accountable”
he added.

Turk woiced concern
at reports of unnec
essary and excessive
use of force apainst
protesters, including
children.

He said countries had
to ensure that any law
enforcement Tesponse

remained lawful, neces
sary and proportionate.

“Allegations of un
lawful wuse of force
must be investigated
promptly, effectively
and independently,
with accountability
and effective remedies
for victims," said Turk.

‘Constructive dialogue’

France was rocked on
Saturday by some of its
worst rioting in recent

years.

Images of clashes,
mobs  looting  stores
and public buildings
set ablaze last week
end prompted several
countries, including
the United States, Chi
na and Germany, to is-
sue travel adwisories
for their citizens in
France.

French Prime Minis
ter Sebastien Lecornu
accused ultra-left radi
cal groups of forging an
“insurrectionary plan”
that led to the riots,

which erupted on the
sidelines of nationwide
protests over the cost
of living.

Lecornu pledged a
“massive” police de-
ployment mnext week-
end, with organis
ers calling for a new
round of protests next
Saturday.

Turk encouraged
countries to engage
protesters, particularly
young people, in “mean
ingful, inclusive and
constructive dialogue”.

He also called for
“concrete steps to ad

dress legitimate and
fundamental human
rights concerns over

education, public serv
ices, housing, the ris-
ing cost of living and
ineguality”.

In Albania, demon
strators have repeated
ly clashed with police
as months of protests
escalate.

Around 300 people
have been injured in
the latest clashes, more

than half of them po.
lice, according to the
authorities.

Hundreds of protest
ers were detained dur
ing two days of clash
es in Milan over the
weekend and dozens
of police officers were
injured.

And Belgian police
fired tear pas and wa
ter cannon to disperse
demonstrators in Brus
sels and Liege taking
part in cost-of-living
protests on Saturday.

Israeli settlers rapidly reshape occupied West Bank amid surge in violence

Continued frompage1

Between January and
August 2026, the Unit
ed Nations document.
ed more than 1,600 set
tler attacks resulting
in injuries or property
damage, an average of
more than six a day
The figure represents
an increase from the
already elevated lewvel
recorded last year.

At least 80 Palestin
ians in the West Bank
have been killed by Is
raeli forces or settlers
since February 2026,
according to the TUN
humanitarian  office.
Palestinian commu
nities, including Deir
Jarir and Al Mughay
yir, northeast of Ram
allah, have experienced
repeated  killings in
areas near which set
tlers hawve established
outposts.

The expansion has
gathered momentum
under a government
that includes promi
nent farright advo
cates of settlement,
notably finance min
ister Bezalel Smotrich,
whose portfolic in
cludes settlement pol
icy, and National Se
curity Minister Itamar
Ben Gvir. Both live in
settlements.

Their influence has
weakened constraints
on a movement seeking
to establish permanent
Israeli control over ter

ritory occupied since
1967.

Between 2013 and
2022, the Israeli gov
ernment approved just
three settlements, ac
cording to Peace Now,
an Israeli anti-settle
ment watchdog group.

Today. at least 148
settlements in the oc
cupied West Bank and
15 in occupied East
Jerusalem bring the
total to 163, housing
approximately 750,000
Israelis, or roughly
10 per cent of Israel’s
Jewish population.

By mid-2026, the oc
cupied West Bank also
had an estimated 350
to 400 outposts, in
cluding  agricultural
and pastoral outposts.
Palestinian residents
say settlers based in
these outposts have at
tacked and terrorised
communities  across
the territory, spread
ing fear and disrupting
daily life.

At least 4,200 Pal
estinians have been
displaced across the
West Bank this year,
with settler attacks
accounting for about
60 per cent of the dis
placement, according
to the United Nations.

Olive harvest becomes
another flashpoint

The annual olive harvest
has emerged as another
focus of settler violence,

with Palestinian farmers
reporting intimidation
and obstruction as they
gather a crop that pro
vides a crucial source of
income.

Settlers hawe car
ried out attacks that
disrupted the harvest,
while Israeli forces
have separately de
tained Palestinians
across the occupied
territory. Reported in
cidents have included
assaults on olive pick
ers, the burning and
uprooting of trees, and
the theft of crops and
livestock.

Settlers have also
set fire to Palestinian
owned olive proves
and stolen olives dur
ing one of the most
important agricultural
seasons for Palestinian
communities.

Human Rights Watch
has said Istaeli au
thorities provide vio
lent settlers with arms,
funding and impunity.
Attacks by armed set
tlers frequently take
place alongside Israeli
military units or while
soldiers stand by, ac
cording to the rights
EToup.

Settlement  expan
sion has also advanced
through major con
struction plans, includ
ing E1 project, which
would add thousands
of housing units in a
strategic corridor be
tween East Jerusalem

Palestinian Hanan Hamayei gestures as she stands near the shattered glass of her home following a reported attack by Israeli
settlers, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank village of Turmus Ayya on Monday

and the rest of the oc
cupied West Bank.
Critics warn that
the development could
sever East Jerusalem
from surrounding Pal
estinian territory and
further undermine the
prospects for a wviable
Palestinian state.
Israel was prepar
ing to proceed with a
tender for part of the
project, but the attor
ney general ordered a

one-month postpone
ment on September 27
to prevent the process
from being used for
electioneering.

The deadline for
construction bhids was
moved from Oct. 19 to
a date after the Dct. 27
Enesset election.

Smotrich has said
the project is in

tended to “bury the
idea”" of Palestinian
statehood.

International criticism
intensifies

Escalating settler vio

lence and displace
ment have prompted
growing international

concern, including an
emergency debate at
the UN Security Coun
cil and criticism from
international bodies
and partner countries.

On October 15, UN
officials and member

states warned that set
tler violence and land
expansion in the West
Bank had reached his
toric highs. They raised
concerns over attacks
on Palestinian olive
harvesters, the burn
ing of property and the
forced displacement of
thousands of residents.

EU foreign ministers
also expressed deep
concern over the de
teriorating  situation,

condemning continued
settlement expansion,
forced  displacement
and the sharp increase
in violence against ci
vilians during the olive
harvest.

Several European
countries and regional
partners have pursued
or considered further
economic and diplo
matic measures, In
cluding restrictions
or bans on imports of
goods produced in il
legal West Bank set
tlements. They hawve
warned that continued
violence and the E1
project threaten the
two-state solution.

Last month, Britain
banned goods made
in Israeli settlements,
with British Foreign
Secretary Ed Miliband
describing settler vio
lence as “ethnic cleans
ing of Palestinians.”

Despite mounting
international condem
nation, Israeli leaders
have issued occasional
public rebukes of wio
lent settlers, but set
tlement expansion has
continued.

The rapid growth
of settlements and
outposts, combined
with rising wiclence
and displacement, is
reshaping the occu
pied West Bank and
further complicating
efforts to achieve a
negotiated two-state
solution.
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Youth and political
parties... the
relatability gap

By Zaid K.Maaytah

ordan continues to pursue economic growth

and modernisation, with efforts to attract

investment and create new opportunities,
alongside these ambitions, political develop-
ment deserves similar attention, particularly
the participation of younger generations, while
much of the discussion focuses on encouraging
young people to join political parties, perhaps
we should begin with a more fundamental ques-
tion, do they understand what political parties
represent and how their own beliefs relate to
them?

Most people have opinions about how society
should function, what governments should pri-
oritise and what makes a policy fair or effec
tive, these opinions often reflect deeper political
beliefs, even when we do not recognise them as
such, political parties, in their simplest form,
bring together people who share certain princi-
ples and a vision for society, from a behavioural
angle, people tend to identify with groups that
reflect their values and offer a sense of belong-
ing, which helps explain why peolitical affiliation
begins with shared beliefs rather than a mem-
bership application.

Yet the connection between personal beliefs
and political affiliation is not always obvious, a
young person may care deeply about issues af-
fecting their future without knowing how those
concerns relate to different political philoso-
phies or party programmes, this creates what we
might call a relatability gap, where people strug-
gle to recognise their own convictions in the po-
litical options available to them, addressing this
gap requires making political ideas more acces-
sible and showing how they relate to the deci-
sions that shape everyday life.

Universities could play an important role by
hosting discussions where students explore
different political approaches to public issues
and understand why people can reach different
conclusions about the same challenges, similar
awareness sessions in communities across Jor-
dan could explain how parties are formed and
how their principles influence their positions,
bringing young people together with representa-
tives of different parties could also encourage
open dialogue, allowing both sides to better
understand one another, such activities would
make political education a practical experience
rather than an exercise in memorising defini-
tions.

Education is egually relevant to those estab-
lishing and leading political parties, developing
a political identity requires an understanding of
political philosophies and the ability to trans-
late principles into clear programmes, work-
shops and educational programmes could help
party members develop these skills and commu-
nicate their ideas in language that citizens can
readily understand, the aim is not to make every
party appealing to everyone, but to make its be-
liefs and priorities sufficiently clear for people
to recognise whether they share them.

From a behavioural perspective, education
acts as an enabler of behavioural change, giving
people the knmowledge and confidence to make
decisions that reflect their convictions, it does
not puarantee that someone will join a political
party, nor should that be its sole purpose, but
it can help make political participation a more
informed and meaningful choice, as Jordan ad-
vances economically, strengthening political
awareness can contribute to a political culture
in which citizens engage with ideas before de-
ciding how they wish to participate.

By Zaid k. Maaytah - researcher in economics and
behvaioural policy

Saving Netanyahu, saving Trump?

onald Trump's full en-
Ddursement of Benjamin

Netanyahu came as a sur
prise in both its timing and tone,
after relations between the two
men had appeared increasingly
strained by the consequences
of the war with Iran. Amit Segal
had, however, raised the possibil-
ity of an "October surprise” in Is-
rael Hayom on September 3, sug-
gesting that Netanyahu might
receive a last-minute boost — a
possibility I discussed in my ear-
lier column, “Trump’s Burden-
some Ally”. At the time, the ques-
tion was whether the American
president might see a different
Israeli povernment as an oppor
tunity to lighten the burden of
his alliance with Netanyahu; his
endorsement now raises a more
complicated gquestion: How has
Netanyahu regained his value to
Trump without overcoming the
very problems that made him a
liability?

The significance of that ques-
tion lies in the prospect that
a change of povernment in Is-
rael could ease Washington's
friction with its European and
Arab partners and improve its
ability to manage regional re-
lations, even without a funda-
mental shift in Israeli policy.
Netanyahu carries political and
personal bagpage that extends
beyond disagreements over any
single issue, while the war with
Iran has added American objec-
tions to the conflict’s ohjectives
and costs. Those objections have
reached the heart of the White
House, with JD Vance criticising
elements within the Israeli gov-
ernment whom he accused of try
ing to influence American public
opinion to prolong the war, ex-
posing a distinction between
maintaining the alliance with
Israel and seeing value in Metan-
yahu's continued leadership.

Yet the answer depends not
only on the costs of the relation-
ship but also on how the alterna-
tives are presented to the presi
dent, which makes the contest
for influence within the White
House central to understand-
ing Trump's renewed embrace
of Netanyahu. In Trump's highly
personal approach to politics,
trust in those around him and
their access to him carry consid-
erable weight, allowing advis-
ers who can portray the alliance
as useful to his own cbjectives
to tip the balance even while

ohjections remain unresolved.
What may have changed, then, iz
Trump's assessment of his need
for Netanyahu, whose political
survival has been recast as an
opportunity for the American
president rather than simply a
favor to the Israeli prime minis-
ter.

The differing positions within
Trump's circle help explain this
possibility. Segal previously
placed Marco Rubio and Mike
Huckabee among those more
sympathetic to Netanyahu, while
identifying reservations on the
part of Jared Kushner and Steve
Witkoff; reports following the
endorsement also  described
opposition from advisers and
Trump's consultation with John
McLaughlin, who has worked
with both his election campaigns
and Likud. These accounts do not
establish whe ultimately deter
mined the outcome, but they sug-
gest that the decision emerged
from a contest over what would
best serve Trump, and that sup
port for Israel does not necessar
ily translate into agreement over
Metanyahu's continued leader
ship or the price worth paying to
preserve it.

Seen in this light, the endorse.
ment suggests that the argument
linking Metanyahu's survival to
Trump's electoral and regional
interests has gained the upper
hand. The influence of Netan-
yahu's supporters cannot be
separated from their ability to
address the president’s own con
cerns, foremost among them the
cohesion of his political base
ahead of the midterm elections.
White Evangelical Protestants
accounted for approximately 30
per cent of Republican voters, ac-
cording to Pew's 2024 data, and
Netanyahu has close ties to the
Christian Zionist current within
that constituency, making sup-
port for him a possible means
of reassuring an influential, if
far from uniform, blec. Having
already paid a political price for
the war, Trump may be reluctant
to compound it by dampening
enthusiasm among wvoters on
whom he has long relied.

That argument becomes more
compelling when it intersects
with Iran, because a president
who has borne the costs of con
frontation needs an outcome he
can present as an achievement.
Here, Netanyahu acquires a val-
ue beyond his appeal to Evangel-
ical voters, as Trump's endorse-
ment itself makes clear: He tied

his support to confronting Iran,
spoke of “finishing the job" soon,
and suggested that a different Is

raeli leader would leave America
to do so alone. The message ef-
fectively recasts the ally accused
of drawing Washington into a
costly confrontation as the part-
ner the president needs to bring
it to a successful conclusion,

This reading gives added sig
nificance to reports of American
military preparations for e
newed operations against Iran,
while preserving the distinction
between preparing options and
deciding on war, as well as the
possibility that military threats
are intended to strengthen Wash
ington's negotiating position. If
Trump is still seeking an outcome
the previous confrontation failed
to deliver, Netanyahu's eagerness
to escalate may become a reason
to retain him, having previously
been a source of frustration. Here
lies the more dangerous paradox:
The costs of war may encourage
both men to expand it in search
of a way out, even though anoth
er round could deepen their eco
nomic and pelitical predicament
and heighten the risks facing the
region and Washington's part
ners within it.

At this point, the competition
within the administration ex
tends beyond preferences over
Netanyahu to a more funda-
mental disapreement about how
American interests should be
protected, bringing Vance back
to the centre of the picture. He is
closer to a current within MAGA
that is wary of foreign wars and
questions the assumption that
American and Israeli interests
invariably coincide, without
representing the movement as a
whole or opposing the alliance
with Israel. The more heawvily
Trump invests in Metanyahu, the
harder it becomes to reconcile
those reservations with the obli
gation to defend the president's
choices, particularly if an elec
toral endorsement develops into
a partnership in another mili-
tary campaign. Such a develop-
ment could widen the political
distance between president and
vice president, although the en
dorsement alone does not estab
lish that Vance's influence has
diminished or that a rupture has
emerged.

This interplay also explains
the force of the message direct-
ed at Israeli voters, for Trump is
offering Netanyahu more than
a declaration of friendship: he

The empty stadium illusion:
Why banning Israeli fans is not enough

By Ramzy Banoud

e stadium is empty, but Is-
racl is still in the game.

Though any form of iso-
lation of those responsible for
genocide is welcome, the growing
movement for a sports boycott of
Israel has yet to translate solidar
ity into meaningful sporting isola-
tion.

Two recent developments illus-
trate this contradiction.

The first iz the decision by Alk-
maar, a Dutch city north of Am-
sterdam, to bar visiting support
ers of Israeli football club Hapoel
Be'er Sheva from attending its
October 15 Europa League match
against AZ Alkmaar at the AFAS
Stadium,

The decision followed the vio-
lence surrounding the November
2024 Ajax-Macecabi Tel Aviv match
in Amsterdam, when Israeli sup-
porters were filmed chanting rac-
ist slogans, tearing down Pales-
tinian flags and confronting local
residents.

Such behaviour is hardly unfa
miliar among sections of Israeli
football supporters, whose racist
chants against Palestinians have
included the notorious “Death to
Arabg”, and “Bum down your vil-
lage”. During the November 2024
violence in Amsterdam, Maccabi
Tel Aviv supporters were also
filmed chanting that there were
“no children” left in Gaza,

These expressions of racism
are increasingly encountering re-
sistance from international audi-
ences, many of whom no longer
accept Israel’s carefully cultivated
image of democracy, civilisation
and moral exceptionalism. The
genocide in Gaza has shattered
those illusions.

But Israeli supporters are also
confronting another reality: Grow-
ing isolation and the realisation
that their presence is increasingly
unwelcome in sporting spaces
they once took for pranted. Rath-
er than prompting introspection,

such resentment is manifesting it-
self in further hostility, confronta-
tion and racist abuse.

The second development came
on October 4, when Ireland's TEFA
Naticns League fixture against Is-
rael was relocated to Serbia and
played behind closed doors.

The Football Association of Ire-
land cited operational and secu-
rity concerns. But the writing is
on the wall: The growing solidar-
ity movement in Ireland has made
clear its opposition to sporting
engagement with a team repre-
senting a state responsible for the
genocide in Gaza.

Combined with recurring dem-
onstrations at international sport
ing events invelving Israeli teams,
Palestinian flags raised by sup-
portive crowds and growing de-
mands for Istael’s exclusion from
international competitions, these
developments sugpest that sport
is becoming an increasingly im-
portant arena of solidarity and
boycott.

The guestion, however, remains:
Is any of this enough?

The answer may lie in the South
African experience, where sport-
ing solidarity eventually evolved
into a comprehensive internation
al hoycott.

International campaigns to boy-
cott apartheid South Africa began
gaining momentum in the 1950s,
gradually spreading across aca-
demic, activist and political cir
cles.

The organised sports boycoott
bepan taking shape in earnest in
1959, with the establishment of
the South African Sports Associa-
tion and soon became a defining
feature of the broader boycott
movement.

The conventional wisdom has
gince been that white South Af-
rican society only truly felt the
weight of international isolation
when the sports boycott took hold.

The argument is wvalid, but some
important nuances must be un-
derstood. Years of intellectual and

political groundwork were essen
tial to expanding the activist base
and building the networks that
eventually made the sports boy
cott possible.

In other words, the groundwork
preceding the sports boycott was
indispensable. Without it, South
Africa might never have been ex-
cluded from the 1964 Olympic
Games and ultimately expelled
from the Olympic movement in
1570,

One can confidently arpue that
Palestinians have already estab
lished the foundations necessary
to make their boycott movement
truly global, expanding, as it has,
beyond academie circles into other
popular arenas.

But South Africa’s anti-apart
heid movement had an advantage
that Palestinians have yet to se
cure,

In 1976, African countries boy
cotted the Montreal Olympics over
New Zealand's sporting relation-
ship with apartheid South Africa.

This was followed, a year later,

the Gleneagles Agreement,

through which Commonwealth

ents committed them

selves to discouraging sporting
contacts with South Africa,

Over time, the boyeott tightenad
its grip, leaving apartheid South
Africa increasingly isolated from
the internatiomal sporting com-
munity:

Considering that what is tak-
ing place in Palestine goes beyond
apartheid into genocide, one can
argue that the international sport
ing response remains far below
the lewel of solidarity extended to
those living under apartheid in
South Africa.

Countries supporting Palestine
have not declared a compara
ble collective boycott of sporting
events involving Israel, nor hawve
they barred countries supporting
Israel’s penocide in Gaza.

Israeli teams continue to com-
pete, facing the consequences of
popular anger rather than coordi

is presenting him as the part-
ner America needs. That allows
Netanyahu to turn his relation-
ship with the White House into
an argument against an opposi-
tion united by the objective of re-
moving him, while suggesting to
voters that changing their prime
minister could jeocpardise a stra-
tegic advantage for their country.
Such intervention cannot guar-
antee victory, but it could influ-
ence the margins that decide a
close election, giving Netanyahu
a chance to defend his continued
leadership by invoking Washing-
ton's need for him, after his op-
ponents had cited the burden he
places on Israel's relationship
with the United States.

The comparison with Bill Clin-
ton is therefore useful in identi-
fying the character of this inter-
vention. Clinton sought to help
Shimon Peres defeat Netanyahu
in 1996, after the assassination
of Yitzhak Rabin, out of concern
for a peace process he feared
would be endangered by a Likud
victory. ¥Yet he maintained some
distance between his political
preference and his official posi-
tion, affirming that the alliance
would endure regardless of the
winner. Trump, by contrast, ties
the suitability of Israel's lead
ership to Netanyahu person-
ally and portrays the election of
someone else as a problem for
America, marking a difference
both in the explicitness of the
endorsement and the pressure it
exerts, and in the shift from sup
porting a candidate to protect a
political process to making that
process — and relations between
two countries — dependent on
one man's survival.

In this sense, Netanyahu may
never have ceased to be Trump's
burdensome ally; he has re-
gained his standing because the
argument that abandoning him
would cost more than retaining
him has prevailed. The contest
for influence within the White
House is the channel through
which electoral calculations
and the wager on Iran comhine
to shape the president's deci-
sion, which means the test of
this renewed embrace will ex-
tend beyond the ocutcome of Is-
rael’s election. It will also turn
on whether Trump uses his sup
port to impose his own terms on
Netanyahu, or finds that he has
once again tied his success to
the choices of an ally whose next
gamble could reproduce the very
burdens he had hoped to escape.

nated action by governments and
international sporting bodies to
hold Israel accountable.

While pressure must continue
to mount on FIFA, UEFA and the
International Olympic Committes,
among other sporting institutions,
one must remain realistic: These
powerful, profit-generating bodies
are unlikely to make moral choices
unless sustained pressure com
pels them to do so.

Individual athletes, however,
have already demonstrated the
maoral courage that these institu-
tions lack, often placing their con-
victions above personal gain, fame
and even their careers.

Among them is Algerian judoka
Fethi MNourine, who received a
ten-year suspension after with-
drawing from the Tokyo Olympics
rather than risk facing an Israeli
opponent, Sudanese judoka Mo-
hamed Abdalrasool also refused
to compete against an Israeli op-
ponent, withdrawing from his
scheduled Olympic bout.

Equally deserving of recognition
is Ireland’s goalkeeper Gavin Ba-
zunu, who refused to participate
in the recent Nations League fix-
tures against Israel. “My decisicn
is based purely on my personal
belief that the killing of innocent
people is wrong,” he declared.

But the truth remains: With or
without spectators, as long as Is-
ragl is allowed to compete, the
apartheid state will continue find-
ing its way back into the interna
tional sporting community, with-
out accountability and without
even ending the ongoing genocida
in Gaza.

Ramzy Baroud Is a journalist, author and
the editor of The Palestine Chronicle, He is
the author of nne books, HE [atest boaks
are “Before the Flood" (Seven Stores Prass)
and “Gaza Rising” (Clarity Press). He other
books nclude "Our Vision for Liberation,
"My Father Was a Freedom Fighter” and
"The Last Earth! Baroud 5 a non-resident
senior resparch feBow at the Centreforlslam
and Global Affairs
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People watch the burning oil terminal following an air attack in Saint Petersburg on Sunday

IEA chief sees little chance of ol
market 'normalisation’ next year

LONDON (AFP) The
head of the Interna
tional Energy Agency
said on Tuesday that
he saw little chance
of a return to mormal
oil market conditions
next year, as the ongo
ing Mideast war keeps
prices high.

‘I personally domn't
see any credible path
way that 2027 will be a
year of normalisation”
after the Gulf supply
disruptions caused by
the US and Israeli at
tacks on Iran last Feb
ruary, Fatih Birol told
a conference organ
ised by The Finanecial
Times.

The war sparked by
the attacks has sent oil
prices to over %100 a
barrel compared with
below %70 a barrel he
fore hostilities began,
while damage to Gulf
refineries has helped
push diesel prices to
record highs.

In response, the IEA
has organised the re
lease of up to 400 mil

lion barrels of oil in
strategic reserves held
by member countries,
and Birol said further
releases could be made
if warranted.

In a normal
world...there'd
be more
interest, but it is
going down'

Iran has wowed to
take control of tanker
shipments through
the Strait of Hormusz,
which has driven up
transport  insurance
costs  even  though
flows have reportedly
returned to prewar lev
els in recent weeks.

“If there's an over

lapping crisis in the
Middle East, I cannot
exclude that our gov
ernments will look at
the other options," Bi
rol told the FT's Energy
Transition conference.

“It's a hig thing, 400
million barrels, but it's
only 20 per cent of the
oil we have 80 per
cent is in the pocket,”
he said.

Birol also lamented
that the Mideast war
had shifted attention
away from the risks
of climate change, de
spite confirmation
from scientists that
the burning of fossil
fuels is a clear cause of
global warming.

"Climate change is
sliding down in the
international  policy
agenda despite the
number, the frequency,
and the intensity of
extreme weather," he
said.

“In a normal werld...
there'd be more in
terest, but it is going
down,” he said.

BUSINESS

SSIF investment earnings reach JD12.1

billion since establishment — Kanakrieh

AMMAN (JTI The
Social Security In
vesiment Fund (S5IF)
has generated JD12.1

billion in cumulative
investment earnings
since its  establish

ment in 2003, with as
sets reaching approxi
mately JD20.1 billion
at the end of Septem
ber 2026, CEQ Ezzed
din Kanakrieh said.

Speaking at the Gov
eromernt Communi
cation Forum, Kana
krieh said that the
fund is expanding its
investments in major
projects and building
strategic partnerships
across water, energy,
transport and mining
to diversify its income
and strengthen long
term returns.

The session brought
together media repre-
sentatives to discuss

the fund's financial
performance, major
projects and invest

ment priorities.
Kanakrieh said that

cumulative inwvest

ment earnings, along

side approximately
JDE.4 billion in sur
plus transfers from
the Social Security

Corporation (35C), had
increased the fund's
assets from JD1.6 bil
lion at inception to
their current level,
Assets  grew by
around & per cent, or
nearly JD1.5 billion,
during the first nine
months of 2026, while
return on assets stood
at 8.3 per cent, he said.
Comprehensive in
come reached approxi
mately JD1.27 billion,
comprising JDB79 mil
lion in net income, up
8.6 per cent year on
year, and JD492.4 mil
lion in met waluation

S50F photo

CEOQ of the Social Security Investment Fund (55IF) Ezzeddin Kanakrieh speaks during a
Government Communication Forum on Tuesday

gains on the strategic
equity portfolio. S5C
also transferred nearly
JD110 million in in
surance surpluses to
the fund.

Kanakrieh said that
investment decisions
are based on techni-
cal and financial as
sessments of viability,
expected returns and
risks, within an es
tablished investment
policy and governance
framework. Portfolio
management balances
investments ACTOSS
sectors, Instruments
and maturities while
maintaining  liquid
ity for 58C's future
obligations.

He described gov
ernment bonds as at
tractive fixed-income
instruments  widely
held by pension funds
and institutional in-
vestors  internation

ally, providing stable
returns at low levels of
risk.

Assets grew by
around 8 per
cent,or nearly
JD1.5 billion,
during the first
nine months
of 2026

Cumulative earnings
from SSIF’s bond port
folio reached JD5.2

hillion, he said, adding
that the government
continues to meet in
terest payments on
schedule.

The fund's real es
tate portfolio stood at
approximately JD1.1
billion, encompassing
land and commercial
complexes across the
Kingdom, with walu
ation gains of JD291
million over acquisi
tion cost. Its strategy
combines  long-term
land ownership with
leasing and build-op
erate-transfer agree-
ments, some extending
to 25 years.

SSIF also holds ap
proximately JD4 hil
lion in companies
listed on the Amman
Stock Exchange, repre-
senting more than 13
per cent of its market
capitalisation, across
banking, mining, tele-

communications, tour
ism and services.
Among this year's
major investments,
Kanakrieh highlighted
a 7 per cent stake in
the Agaba-Al-Shidiya
Maan railway project
company and the es
tablishment of the
National Water Invest
ments Company to
acquire a 15 per cent
stake in the National
Water Carrier project
company. S5IF is also
contributing directly
to the water project's

financing through a
consortium  of  Jor
danian commercial
banks.

Other partnerships
include establishing
the Jordanian-Omani
Investment Company
with the Oman Invest
ment Authority and
signing a memoran
dum of understanding
with the Saudi Jorda
nian Investment Fund.

The fund is assess
ing opportunities in
technology, real estate
development, energy,
mining and transport,
including projects
under the Econom
ic Modernisation
Vision, while seeking
strategic partners and
improving existing in
vestments, according
to a statement from
S5IF,

Kanakrieh stressed
that investment viabil
ity remains central to
the fund's expansion,
with its long-term
strategy focused omn
generating sustainable
returns within accept
abhle risk levels, pro
tecting the interests
of contributors and
retirees, and support
ing Jordan’s economic
growth,

Investors pledge 230 billion euros at German summit — Merz

BERLIN {AFP) — Major
companies at an eco
nomic summit hosted
by the German govern
ment have committed
to  inwesting around
230 billion euros ($258
billionl, Chancellor
Friedrich Merz said on
Tuesday in Berlin,

“Investments are a
key factor for the fu
ture of our country,
for its growth and its
competitiveness. They
bring with them more
jobs, increased pro
duction, more servic
es, and a better future
for our children and
grandchildren," Merz
said.

The chancellor noted
Amazon investments
worth 16 billion euros
and a German govern
ment partnership with
US chipmaking giant
Nvidia.

He also mentioned
unspecified commit
ments by the German
retail conglomerate
Schwarz Group, US in
vestment firm Black
stone, software gi
ant Microsoft and the
French pharmaceuti
cals giant Sanofi.

Merz's government
hosted the two-day In
vest in Germany sum
mit as part of a push
to draw more foreign
money into Europe's
largest economy, which
has strugpled for years
with sluggish growth
and diminished global
competitiveness for
some of its blue-chip
firms.

Current growth in
Germany projected
at 1.3 per cent for 2026

is driven primarily
by public investment,
according to economic
forecasters.

During the gather
ing, which drew more
than 200 corporate

AFF photo

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz speaks at the Deutschlandtag
congress of the Junge Union (JU), which is the youth organisation
of his conzervative Christian Democratic Union (CDU) party, in
Bonin, western Germany on Saturday

leaders to Berlin, Merz
touted reforms aimed
at streamlining regula
tory requirements and
cited a massive spend
ing campaign on the
country’s infrastruc
ture and military.

The inaugural Ger
man investment sum
mit topped the 93 bil
lion eurps announced
at President Emmanuel

Macron's "Choose
France" summit in
June, an event that

served as the model for
Merz's gathering.
During his year and
a half in power, Merz's
coalition government
an alliance between
his comservative CDU/
CS5U and the centre-left
Social Democrats
has focused on tax cuts
and regulatory relief to
stimulate the economy.
But business leaders
have grown impatient
with ‘the slow pace of
reforms as German
companies have bat
tled high energy pric
es, US tariffs and stiff
Chinese competition,
particularly in Germa
ny's renowned -auto
motive sector,
"The government

will continue to im
prove the conditions
for investment in Ger
many for example
by reducing bureauc
racy, accelerating the
approval process and
enhancing infrastruc
ture,” Merz said on
Tuesday.

The chancellor also
touted efforts to get
Germans who by
reputation are thrifty
and conservative with
their savings to
put more money into
stocks and other riski
BT investments.

The government has
recently passed plans
to create investment
accounts for children
to help fund eventual
retirement costs, and
is pushing to put some
pension funds into
stocks as well.

"“We're turning the
‘country of savers' into
a country of investors,”
Merz said.

Amazon and Nvidia

For the time being,
only Amazon haz an-
nounced a specific in
vestment figure, saying
it would spend 16 bil
lion euros by the end of
2027.

Amazon's plans in
clude putting nearly
five billion euros into
expanding its cloud
computing division
Amazon Web Services
in the Frankfurt area
as demand grows for
Al services.

Other planned in
vestments include
spending on Amazon
Leo, which aims to
provide high-speed in
ternet wvia a network of
satellites, and upgrad
ing the company’s re
tail and logistics ware
houses to use more
robotics,

The company's Prime
Video arm is also plan
ning a slate of new film
productions in Ger
many, according to the
firm.

Merz opened the
event late Monday,
holding an on-stage
discussion with Nvid
ia’'s chief executive
Jensen Huang, who
praised Germany's
high-end engineering
firms and research
institutions.

A partnership be
tween Nvidia and the
German  povernment
aimed at applying ar
tificial intelligence to
industry was also an
nounced, although no
figures were disclosed.

Merz has been weak

ened by record-low
popularity ratings,
persistent infighting

in his coalition gowv
ernment and a string
of significant set-
backs for his conserva-
tive party in regional
elections.

The chancellor has
been seeking to regain
some of his lost mo
mentum by demon
strating Germany's ap
peal to investors and
bolstering the muted
economic Tecovery.

Macron secures 200,000 tonnes of extra
diesel per month from UAE, Bahrain — presidency

MANANMA  [AFP)
French President Em
manuel Macron has se
cured the delivery of an
additicnal 200,000 tonnes
of diesel per month from
the United Arab Emir
ates and Bahrain during
a tour of the Gulf the
French presidency said
on Tuesday.

He obtained commit
ments for around 100,000
tonnes per menth from
the Emirates, while an
additional 100,000 tonnes
monthly will be secured
during the stop in Bah
rain, the Elysee Palace
said.

With the addition of
deliveries from Saudi
Arabia, France has com
mitments for 295,000
tonnes per month, repre
senting just over 10 per
cent of its consumption,
the presidency added.
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UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan (2nd-
L} and France's President Emmanuel Macron (3rd-L) inspect
an honour guard during a reception ceremony at Abu Dhabi
International Airportin Abu Dhabi on Monday

Macron is undertaking
a tour of key energy sup
pliers in the Gulf in an ef
fort to secure oil and die-
zel and bring down prices
in France, after a week
end of wviolent protests
over soaring living costs.

The French president
armrived in Manama on
Tuesday and was greeted
by crowds of schoolchil
drenm waving Eahraini
and French flags.

The trip also included
stops in the UAE, Kuwait

and Oatar, all of which
have been thrown into
turmeoil by the US-Iran
war since February.

Crude oil prices have
ballooned during the
eight-month conflict, as
Iran blockades the Strait
of Hormuz the main
exit route for the Gulf's
ENETEY Exports with
diesel prices among the
hardest hit.

The G-7 countries,
chaired this year hy
France, agreed in early
October to draw up to 100
million barrels of oil from
their strategic reserves to
£a5E PIESSUTE.

Kuwait has also given
“very clear commitments"
to deliver diesel and kero
sene to the French owver
seas territories of Mayo
tte and Reunion in the
Indian Ocean, the French
presidency said.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE
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ANMAN (TT)

Amman Stock Exchange (ASE)
trading wvalue for Tuesday reached JD12.6
million while 4.2 million shares were traded
through 4,428 transactions,

The ASE shares price index closed at 4195.50
point, a decrease of 0.04 per cent.

The shares of 99 companies were traded,
the shares prices of 23 companies rose, and
the shares prices of 39 declined.

The top five gainers were, the Jordanian
Co. For Developing & Financial Investment by
4.35 per cent, Amad Investment & Real Estate
Development by 3.85per cent, Jordan Interna-
tional Trading Centre by 2.8 per cent, Jordan
Dairy by 2.58 per cent and Tuhama For Finan
cial Investments by 2.5 per cent.

The top five losers were, Shira Real Estate
Development & Investments by 4.88 per cent,
United Financial Investments by 4.32per cent,
Amwaj Properties by 4.17 per cent, AlTahdith
For Real Estate Investments Company by
4 per cent and Jordan Poultry Processing &
Marketing by 3.85 per cent.
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SPORTS Wembanyama targets title
as NBA

AT A GLANCE breakthrough

CYCLING

O'Connor, Sivakov join Seixas
at Decathlon CMA CGM

PARIS, France |AFF)

Australian Een O'Connor

has rejoined Decathlon CMA CGM, where he will
race alongside rising star Paul Seixas, the French
team announced on Tuesday. The 30-year-cld is
also joined at the outfit by fellow new signing,
Frenchman Pawvel Sivakov. "“Ben O'Connor is back
home! He left his mark on the team between 2021
and 2024, with a stage win at the Tour de France
in 2021 and another at the Vuelta in 2024, where
he also finished Znd overall,” Decathlon CMA
CGM posted on social media.O'Connor, who has
spent the last two years riding for Jayco Al Ula,
has signed a contract until 2028.As well as his
stage victory on an unusually cold day at the Tour

in Tignes with the French team in 2021
known as AGZR Citroen

then
he also won a stage at

the Tour in 2025 with Jayco Al Ula, on the Col dela
Loze. Sivakow, 29, was also announced by the team
on Tuesday after joining from Tadej Pogacar's UAE
Team Emirates on a three-year deal

NBA

Warriors’ Curry ‘fine’ after
limping out of practice — Kerr

SAN FRANCISCO, United States (AFF)

Gold

en State coach Steve Kerr said superstar guard
Stephen Curry was “fine” after limping out of the
team’s open practice on Sunday. Curry pulled up
short after his right foot skidded on the court as he
made a turn. He immediately pounded the basket

ball on the floor and made his way gingerly to the
sideline before departing for the locker room. Kerr
told reporters after the practice that Curry told
him he hurt his ankle, allaying fears that Curry
might have aggravated the right knee injury that
kept him out of 27 games late last season."He's
fine,” Kerr said. Curry, a four-time NEA champion
and two-time Most Valuable Player, played in just
43 games last season. The 38-year-old returned
from the knee issue to play the last handful of
games and in September the Warriors extended
their long-term contract with Curry for two more
years in a deal worth a reported $116 million.
The Warriors also resigned Draymond Green and
brought back coach Steve Kerr on a two-year deal.

ByPaulMolp

Agence France-Presse

LOS ANGELES, United
States French phe
nomenon Victor Wem
banyama, knocking on
the doer almost since
his arrival in the NBA
three vyears ago, is
poised for the ultimate
breakout season with
the San Antonio Spurs.

“He just changes eve
rything,” superstar Le
Bron James said of the
towering  22-year-old,
who will be aiming to
further break the mold
with his ferocious de
fense and an extraordi
narily versatile playing
style for a player who
stands 2.24m.

Wembanyama — was
unanimeously voted De
femsive Flayer of the
Year last season. With
spectacular  averages
of 25 points, 11.5 e
bounds and 3.1 blocks
he finished third in
Most WValuable Flayer
voting.

With another vyear
under his belt Wemban
yama is widely tipped
to contend for both
awards — and lead the
young, ultra-talented
Spurs back to the Finals
a year after they were
agonisingly denied by
the New York Knicks.

“We're very hopeful,
very ambitious and
ready,” Wembanyama
said as training camp
began.

Rejoining Wembanya
ma for another title tilt
are 21-year-old Stephon
Castle and 20-yearold
Dylan Harper.

In the offseason they
added ancther piece to

Wednesday, October 21, 2026

season tips

Victor Wembanyama and the San Antonio Spurs take on the New York Knicks in the 2026 NEA Finals

the puzzle in 34-year
old veteran Tobias Har
ris, who along with ex
perience adds size and
strength in the paint.

Harris was tabhbed
as the most under
rated signing of the
offseason in a survey
of the league's general
Mmanagers.

But the Spurs for
tunes will ultimately
rest with Wemby.

“I think he has a ton
of room to improve in
all aspects,” says Spurs
coach Mitch Johnson,
who took the helm in
May 2025 as the Spurs

Malaysian embassy celebrates
National Day, Malaysia Day

By Saeb Rawashdeh

AMMAN — The Malay
sian embassy in Jordan
on Monday celebrated
Malaysia's 69th Nation
al Day and 63rd Malay
sia Day.

Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Nancy
Namrouga, members of
the diplomatic corps,
senior government offi
cials, business leaders,
media representatives
and members of the
Malaysian community
in attendance.

In his keynote speech,
Malaysian Ambassador
to Jordan Mohamad
Masri Abdul Rahman
highlighted His Maj
esty King Abdullah’s
gtate visit to Malaysia
on October 11-12 as a

milestone in hilateral
relations.
During the wisit,

the two countries ex
changed notes estab
lishing a bilateral con
sultation mechanism
and strengthening aca
demic and diplomatic
cooperation  between
Malaysia's Institute of
Diplomacy and Foreign
Relations and the Jor
dan Institute of Diplo
macy, Abdul Rahman
said.

He commended Jor
dan's efforts to pro
mote dialogue and de
escalation in the region
under King Abdullah's
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Ambassador of Malaysia to Jordan Mohamad Masri Abdul Rahman highlights relations
between Jordan and Malaysia in his keynote speech on the occasion of the National Day of

Malaysia on Monday

leadership and praised
the Kingdom's role in
safeguarding Muslim
and Christian holy sites
under the Hashemite
Custodianship.

Discussions between
King Abdullah and Ma
laysian Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim during
the visit also explored
opportunities to ex
pand cooperation in
trade, investment, sem
iconductors, technol
ogy, defence and skilled
labour, the ambassador
said.

He welcomed plans to
reactivate the Jordan
Malaysia Trade Com
mittee, noting that the
two sides had explored
ways to improve air
connectivity, including
the possible resump
tion of direct flights
between Kuala Lumpur
and Amman.

Bilateral trade
reached mnearly $232
million in 2025, up 156
per cent from the pre
vious year, with coop
eration continuing to
expand in renewable

energy, pharmaceuti
cals, technology, food
products and the halal
sector in 2026.

The ambassador also
highlighted the recog
nition by Malaysia's
Department of Islamic
Development (JAKIM)
of the Jordan Stand
ards and Metrology Or
ganisation, which sup
ports cooperation in
the halal sector.

Education and peo
ple-to-people exchang.
es remain central to
bilateral relations, with
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said goodbye to the
iconic Gregg Popovich,
who led the team to five
titles.

“One thing for him
will just be continue to
manipulate the game
and dictate the game,
not just by scoring but
by making plays for his
teammates forcing the
defence to make a deci
sion and taking advan
tage of opportunities
in front of him," =said
Johnson, who wants
to see his star “almost
puppeteering the game
as we see the best play
ers in our game do and

1,848 Malaysian stu
dents currently pursu
ing higher education
in Jordan, alongside
efforts to boost tour
ism under the WVisit

Malaysia 2026-2027
campaign.
In 2025, Malaysia

welcomed 8,957 wvisi
tors from Jordan, while
8,033 Malaysians trav
elled to the Kingdom,
Abdul Rahman said,
inviting Jordanians to
visit Malaysia and ex
perience its diverse cul
tures and cuisine.

“Malaysia is a coun
try of many commu
nities, cultures, lan
guages and faiths. Our
diversity has shaped
who we are” the am
bassador said, adding
that mation-building
also requires respect
for differences and en
suring that progress
benefits all members of
society.

He also praised Jor
dan’s role in addressing
regional challenges and
its emphasis on diplo
macy and de-escalation.

Malaysia and Jordan
share a commitment to
the Palestinian people’s
right to self-determina.
tion and the establish
ment of an independent
and sovereign Falestin
ian state on the June 4,
1967 lines, with East
Jerusalem as its capi
tal, he said.

we've seen him do”
*I think that's an area

for him to continue
growing.”

Steve  Nash, the
former two-time Most
Valuable Player, says
Wembanyama has

the tools to earn MVP
honors.

“In my eyes, Wemby
had a case for MVP last
year because of the to
tality of how he affects
the game,” Nash said
as he discussed Wem
banyama's MVP pros
pects with James on
the “Mind the Game”
podcast.

MVPT 1000%

“I think the difference
is that traditionally
you look at who closed
the game for your team
and Wemby can close
games, but he doesn't,

he's mot necessarily
a closer,” Nash said.
“Some nights, it's not
his thing.”

Wevertheless, Warri
ors veteran Draymond
Green didn't hesitate
to tip Wembanyama
for MVP — and Defen
sive Player of the Year
again.

“with his impact de

o
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fensively and offensive
ly, the only thing that
can stop him from MVP
this year is injury..
1000 per cent I think
he takes home both of
them this year," Green
said on his podeast.

Having enjoyed a
spectacular ascent in
his first three seasons,
Wemhbanyama seems
more than happy to em
brace the expectations.

“We're fighting for
the top spot of the
mountain,” he said.
“We're going to have
to move people in our
way."
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AFP photo

This photo taken on October 1 shows people attending the launch of the Indian multilingual
rap album on climate crisis 'Climate Emergency Mixtape” at The Humming Tree in Bengahiru

Indian rappers use music
to sound climate alarm

BEMNGALURU, India
[AFP) Indian rapper
KEali needed little inspi
ration to write about
dwindling water sup
plies he drew on
childhood memories of
hauling plastic pots full
of the precious rescurce.
Kali's “Neer Kodu”
“Giwve Water” in the Kan
nada language — is one
of six tracks on the “Cli
mate Emergency Mix
tape”, billed by its or
ganisers as India'’s first
multilingual rap album
about the climate crisis.
The 29-year-old, whose
real name is Akshay,
grew up in Bengaluru
and has been making
music for more than a
decade, citing Eminem
and Akon as influences.
As a child, Kali walked
for around 10 minutes to
fill pots with water from

a public tap.

“We would abways
think.. we should not
waste this,” he told AFP
during the album launch
this month.

Water shortages are a
chronic problem in Ben
galury, India’s tech hub,
where many residents
rely on  groundwater
wells that often run dry
in summer,

Others depend on ex
pensive water trucked in
from elsewhere.

Climate change threat
ens to worsen water
stress as temperatures
rise and weather pat
terns shift.

India, the world's
most populous country
and third-largest green
house gas emitter, is
viulnerahle to extreme
weather.

While some areas have

NOW °

faced drought, others
have suffered deadly
floods and landslides
triggered by heavy rain.

Brikesh Singh from
Agar Social Impact Advi
sors, which is one of the
collaborators on the al
bum, said music helped
express the challenge
faced.

“If we want to reach
out to people who are
experiencing the climate
crisis, we need to change
how society tells those
stories,” Singh said.

"Music, we felt, is
an extremely powerful
medium.”

Rapper Abisha also
drew on experience for
“Veppa Marathadiyila”

“Under the Neem
Tree” in Tamil — a song
about climate change's
impact on marginalised
communities.
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