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His Majesty King Abdullah holds talks with Australia Prime Minister Anthony Albanese in Can-
berra, focusing on ways to enhance bilateral cooperation

King holds talks
with Australia PM

ANMDMAN (JIT) His
Majesty King Abdullah
held talks with Aus-
tralia Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese on
Wednesday, during
which they discussed
ways to strengthen bi
lateral cooperation.
During the talks, held
in Canberra, His Majes-
ty highlighted that re
lations between Jordan
and Australia continue
to grow in strength and
importance, and ex
pressed the Kingdom's

readiness to deepen the
partnership, particu
larly in the economic
and defence sectors,
according to a Royal
Court statement.

The King commended
Australia’s role in sup
porting  humanitarian
relief efforts in the re
gion, particularly with
regard to Gaza and
TNRWA.

His Majesty under
scored the need for the
international commu-
nity to step up efforts to

achieve comprehensive
regional de-escalation,
and to put an end to
Israel's attacks on Pal
estinians in the West
Bank, Gaza, and Jeru
salem, noting that the
repercussions of their
actions extend across
the entire region.

The King reiterated
Jordan's rejection of
any attempts to dis-
place Palestinians and
expand settlements.

Continued on page 5
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King, Australia governor-general discuss
regional developments cooperatlon

AMMAN (JT) His
Majesty King Abdullah
held talks with Austral
ia's Governor-General
Sam Mostyn in Can-
berra on Wednesday,
during which they dis
cussed ways to enhance
relations hetween Jor
dan and Australia, and
the recent develop
ments in the region.

His  Majesty  ex
pressed his pride in the
close bilateral relations
between the two coun-
tries, which span over
50 vyears, emphasis
ing the importance of
strengthening coopera-
tion in the fields of edu
cation, trade, and pri
vate-sector investment
in energy, infrastruc.
ture, technology and
mining, according to a
Royal Court statement.

The Xing also ex
pressed his apprecia
tion for Australia’s sup
port to Jordan in key
sectors, and for its role
in supporting the relief
efforts in Gaza through
the Jordan Hashemite
Charity Organisation.

His Majesty empha-
sised Jordan's com
mitment to increasing
tourism between the
two countries, high
liphting Jordan's 2030
millennium celebra-
tions to commemorate
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His Majesty King Abdullah holds talks in Canberra with Australia Governor-General Sam Mostyn, addressing ways to advance
relations between Jordan and Australia, and recent developments in the region

two thousand  years
since the baptism of Je-
sus Christ as a timely
opportunity for Aus
tralians interested in
religious tourism to
visit Jordan and the
Baptism Site of Jesus
Christ {Bethany Beyond

the Jordan).

Speaking on regional
developments, the King
underscored the need
to step up international
efforts to de-escalate
tensions in the region
and restore stability to
Arab countries and se-

curity for their people,
commending  Austral
ia’s efforts and stance
in support of achieving
regional peace.

His Majesty noted the
dangers of Israel’s con
stant attacks on Pales
tinians and the Israeli

government’s exploita
tion of the situation in
the region as a pretext
for imposing a new re
ality on the ground in
the West Bank, Jerusa
lem and Gaza.

Continued on page 5

Crown Prince visits Ministry of Justice

AMMAN (JT) HRH
Crown Prince Hussein,
the Regent, on Wednes
day visited the Minis
try of Justice, where
he urged continued de
velopment of ministry
services to streamline
judicial  procedures,
thereby supporting
the justice system and
serving citizens.

During the visit, the
Crown Prince mnoted
the importance of
training and gualify
ing administrative
staff, and upgrading
court  infrastructure
to strengthen judicial
independence and ex
pedite proceedings,
according to a Royal
Court statement.

His Royal Highness
underscored the need
to continue automating
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HRH Crown Prince Hussein, the Regent, visits the Ministry of Justice and emphasises the impor-
tance of continuing to develop the Ministry's services to streamline judicial procedures, thereby
supporting the justice system and serving citizens

the ministry’'s services
in coordination with

relevant entities, and
to ensure that electron

ic services are fully op
erational before their

launch, in addition to
regularly assessing the
impact of all services
to facilitate their fur
ther development and
sustainability.
Minister of Justice
Bassam Talhouni gave
a briefing on the min
istry's services and
efforts to support the
justice sector, thereby

reinforcing the rule
of law and judicial in
dependence. He also

gutlined the ministry’s
plans to further utilise
technology to improve
judicial and legal pro
cedures and to expand
the scope of electronic
SETVICES.

Director of the Office
of the Crown Prince
Zaid Bagain accompa
nied His Royal High
ness on the visit.

Prime Minister Jafar Hassan speaks during a mesting on Wednesday with the Mational Charter Party

Prime minister meets National Charter Party
as part of new dialogue with political parties

AMNAN LT} Frime
Minister Jafar Hassan
met with the National
Charter Party on Wednes
day as part of a new
round of meetings with
political parties aimed at
strengthening  dialogue
and consultation across
various sectors.

The meeting, attended
by a2 number of minis-
ters, focused on key is

sues, particularly the
next phase of the po
litical modernisation
Programime, accord
ing to a Prime Ministry
statement.

Hassan also briefed
party representatives on
the government's ongoing
work and its policies on a
range of issues.

Owver the past two
vears, Hassan has held a

series of meetings with
parliamentary party
blocs, professional asso
ciations and representa-
tives of various organisa
tions and sectors,

The meetings were
in line with the govern
ments commitment to
maintaining open chan
nels of communication
and consultation, the
statement said.

Jordan steps up border security amid rising drug-smuggling attempts from Israel — The Telegraph

ByMerzaMoghai

ANDMAN After years
of battling drug-smug
gling attempts along its
north-eastern  border
with Syria, Jordan is
now facing a new front
in the fight against drug
trafficking, with a re
cently published report
by The Telegraph point
ing to drug-smuggling
networks operating
across its border with
Israel.

Citing unnamed Jor
danian officials, The
Telegraph has reported
that Jordanian security
forces have stepped up
border patrols and up
graded surveillance sys
tems amid an increase
in attempts to smuggle
illegal drugs from Israel
into the Kingdom.

The British daily re
ported that organised
gangs were using bal
loons to smuggle drugs
across the horder, while
quadcopter drones were
being used to ftrans
port crystal metham

phetamine, ampheta-
mines and hashish into
Jordan.

The report said that
the smugglers were tak
ing advantage of ris
ing street prices for
drugs in Jordan, cit
ing an Israeli estimate
that a kilopramme of
hashish sells for £7,500
([around JD6,930) in the
Kingdom.

Jordanian  security
forces have increased
patrols and upgraded
border surveillance
towers and drones in
response to the smug
gling attempts, with
tens of thousands of
kilogrammes of drugs
reportedly  smuggled
across the border, the
newspaper said.

A senior Jordanian
security source told
The Jordan Times omn
Wednesday that at
tempts to  smuggle
drugs from Israel had
become frequent in re-
cent months, even sur
passing those originat
ing from Syria.

The source, who re
gquested anonymity, said
that Israeli officials,
who have long accused
Jordan of allowing
weapons to be smuggled
into Israel, were over
looking criminal activi
ties on their own side of
the border.

“Smugpling of illicit
drugs from Israel into
Jordan has been fre
quent and is seemingly
carried out by organised
groups,” the source said.

The Israeli media
reported in late Sep
tember that the Israeli
military had thwarted
an overnight attempt to
smuggle 10 guns from
Jordan into Israel using
a drone.

The Telegraph re
ported that some Israeli
right-wing figures had
used  Weapons-Smug
gling incidents to ar
gue for a greater Israeli
military presence in
the West Bank and for
the continued presence
of Israeli settlements,
which they portray as

forming a security cor
don between Israel and
what they characterise
as a hostile Arab state,

“These ANNOUnce
ments by the Israeli side
are exaggerated and in
accurate and only cover
half the story. There are
reciprocal  smuggling
operations of drugs into
Jordan. Jordanian bor
der guards have been ac
tively foiling several at
tempts to smuggle drugs
from Israel in Tecent
months,” the newspaper
quoted an unnamed Jor
danian military source
as saying.

A Jordanian military
source sald, “Jordan
makes periodic and
transparent official an
nouncements about all
smuggling attempts that
border guards thwart,
while Israel’s selective
policy releases reports
omn certain incidents and
amplifies them to try to
suggest there are securi
ty issues on the border.

“It appears that these
frequent ANNOUNCE

Photos provided by the Jordan Armed Forces—Arab Army show a drone and guided balloons used to

smuggle drugs into Jordan across its western border

ments are aimed at

constant threat on the

a A
IAF photo

border to justify step- the West Bank and in
creating an illusion of ping up security and border areas.”

military procedures in

Jordan has long suf

fered from illicit drug
smuggling on its north
eastern frontier with
Syria, which stretches to
around 400 kilometres.
With Syria emerging
as a narco-state under
Aszsad regime and a sig
nificant hub for the pro
duction and trafficking
of Captagon, Jordan had
to deal with hundreds
of attempts to smuggle
drug into the Kingdom.
A review by The Jor-
dan Times of JAF's
statements on thwarted
drug-smuggling at

tempts points to an
increase  in  reported
incidents along the

Kingdom's western bor
der [with Israel].

According to The Tel-
egraph, Jordanian se-
curity forces have inter
cepted more than 15,000
Captagon pills, nearly
20,000 kiloprammes of
crystal methampheta-
mine and 6,000 blocks of
hashish since the begin
ning of 2026, in addition
to “large guantities” of
other drugs.
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Marking the International Day of Rural Women, the Higher Popilation Council highlights
rural women's contributions to food security, poverty reduction, sustainable development
and natural resource preservation

HPC calls for protecting agricultural land
to sustain rural women’s livelihoods

AMMAN (JT) The
Higher Fopulation
Council {(HPC] has

called for protecting
cultivated and agricul
tural land from urban
expansion, warning
that continued con
struction licensing on
fertile land threatens
rural livelihoods and
women's economic
opportunities.

In a statement mark
ing the Internatiomal
Day of Rural Women
on October 15, the
council  highlighted
rural women's contri
butions to food securi
ty, poverty reduction,
sustainable develop
ment and natural re
source preservation,
according to an HPC
statement.

This year's ohserv-
ance comes during
the International Year
of the Woman Farmer,
highlighting women's
roles across agricul
tural and food sys
tems, beyond those
employed as agricul
tural wage workers.

The Food and Agri
culture Organisation
of the United Nations
defines women farm
ers broadly, including
smallholders, season
al workers, livestock
breeders, beekeepers,
producers, processors,
marketers and rural
entTEpTENEUTS.

In Jordan, rural
women contribute to
agricultural produc
tion, livestock raising,
food processing and
marketing, while also
carrying  significant

responsibilities for
household manage
ment and family care.
The HPC said that
protecting agricultur
al land was not merely
an environmental con
cern, but also an eco-
nomic, social and pop
ulation issue affecting
rural communities’
ability to penerate
jobs and income, par
ticularly for women.
The council identi
fied several challenges
facing rural women,
including urban ex-
pansion onto fertile
land, limited access
to land ownership and
productive resources,
inadequate access to
technology and ag
ricultural extension
services, difficulties
reaching markets, and
the burden of unpaid

domestic and care
worlk.

It warned that con
struction licensing

on agricultural land
around cities by the
Greater Amman Mu
nicipality and other
municipalities had
contributed to rising
land prices, encour
aging sales and re
ducing  agricultural
production.

To strengthen ru
ral women's economic
participation, the HPC
called for policies that
improve their access
to land, financing,
markets and technol
ogy, while supporting
their participation in
decisions affecting
agriculture and rural
communities.

The council stressed
the need for legislation
regulating land classi-
fication and use, pre
venting inappropriate
changes to designated
land use and limiting
the loss of productive
agricultural areas.

Such measures, it
said, would support
Jordan's Economic
Modernisation Vi
siom, food security
and environmental
sustainability.

The HPC also rec
ommended awareness
campaigns highlight
ing successful rural
WOmED entrepreneurs,
as well as permanent
and seasonal markets
where women farmers
could sell their prod
ucts directly to con
sumers and improve
their returns.

Other proposed
Mmeasures included
free digital training in
online marketing and
the use of social me
dia and digital plat
forms to sell products,
alongside encouraging
women to establish or
join agricultural co
operatives to improve
access to financing,
reduce the cost of raw

materials and reach
wider markets.
The council said

that empowering ru
ral women required
removing barriers to
ownership, production
and decision-making,
enabling them to be-
come active partners
in development and
the sustainability of
rural communities.

Princess Sumaya: Erasmus-+
opens doors for Jordan’s young people

HRH highlights power of international academic cooperation to inspire
young people, advance innovation, build bridges between Jordan, Europe

ANMMAN (JT) HREH
Princess Sumaya Bint
El Hassan, Chair of
the Board of Trustees
of Princess Sumaya
University for Technol

ogy (PSUT), has empha

sised the importance of
international academic
cooperation in empow

ering vyoung people
and preparing them
to shape the future, as
she patronised the Na

tional Erasmus+ Office
in Jordan’s Informa

tion Day launching the
2027 Call for Proposals
at PSUT.

In her keynote ad
dress, HRH highlighted
the role of Erasmus+
in strengthening part
nerships between Jor
danian and European
universities, creating
opportunities for stu
dents and academics,
and encouraging the
exchange of knowledge
and ideas across bor
ders, according to a
PSUT statement.

She said that interna
tional cooperation was
essential to preparing
young people for a rap
idly changing world,
particularly as advanc
es in science and tech
nology reshape socie
ties and economies.

Reflecting on PSUT's
founding vision, HRH
reaffirmed the univer
sity's commitment to
excellence in science,
technology and inno
vation, and to equip
ping its students with
the skills and outlock
needed to contribute to
Jordan’s development
and engage confidently
with the wider world.

HRH also underlined
the importance of en

Attending the National Erasmus+ Office in Jordan’s Information Day launching the 2027 Call for Proposals at Princess Sumaya
University for Technology, HRH Princess Sumaya bint El Hassan highlights the role of Erasmus+ in strengthening partnerships
between Jordanian and European universities

suring that technologi
cal progress is guided
by ethical responsihbil
ity, particularly in the
development and use of
artificial intelligence.

Innovation, she
stressed, must serve
humanity and be
grounded in wvalues
that promote under
standing, responsibil
ity and the common
good.

Erasmus+, named af
ter the Dutch philoso
pher and scholar Eras
mus of Rotterdam, has
grown from a student

exchange initiative
into a major European
programme  support

ing education, training,
youth and sport.

For Jordan, it offers
valuable opportunities
to strengthen academic
partnerships, expand

international mobility
and build lasting con

nections between insti

tutions and people.

Az UNESCO Good
will Ambassador for
Science for Peace, HRH
emphasised the wider
significance of scien-
tific and academic co
operation in bringing
people together across
cultures and borders,

“Enowledge  knows
no borders. And neither
should science, when it
is placed in the service
of peace, understand-
ing, and humanity,” she
said.

The Information Day
brought together rep
resentatives of Jorda
nian higher education
institutions, academ
ics, students and pro
gramme stakeholders
to explore opportuni

ties under the 2027
Call for Proposals and
discuss how institu
tions can make effec
tive use of Erasmus+.

Addressing the
event, Ambassador of
the European Union to
Jordan  Pierre-Chris
tophe Chatzizavas
highlighted the impor
tance of the European
Union's  partnership
with Jordan and the
contribution of edu
cational cooperation
to strengthening rela
tions between the two
sides.

Jordanian participa
tion in Erasmus+ has
enabled approximately
9000 students, aca
demic staff and admin
istrative personnel to
benefit from mobility
opportunities,  while
nearly 200 capacity

building projects have
supported COOpETa
tion and institutional
development.

The ewvent also in
cluded technical ses
sions introducing the
programme’s opportu
nities, pricrities and
application processes,
helping participating
institutions  prepare
propesals and develop
new partnerships.

Through its commit
ment to internatiomal
engagement, BPEUT
continues to advance
the wision on which
it was founded: plac
ing science, technol-
ogy and innovation at
the heart of Jordan's
development while
ensuring that its stu
dents and researchers
remain connected to
the world.

Diwan conference explores
Jordan’s ancient civilisation, material culture

ANMMAN — The Univer
sity of Jordan, American
Centre of Research, the
German Protestant In
stitute of Archaeology,
French institute po and
the Council for the British
Research in the Lewvant
Amman Institute hawve
organised the 10th Divwan
under the theme "Ancient
civilisation and material
culture in Jerdan'.

The venue for the event
dedicated for cultural
heritage is the University
of Jordan and the confer
ence drew both local and
international experts in
humanities.

In a presentation titled"
Khan Unaiza: A Compara-
tive "Shaima Alazab from
Balga Applied University
said that she documented
Khan Unaiza by using ar
chitectural drawings and
analysis; assess the cur
rent condition and iden
tify signs and causes of
deterioration; proposed
conservation treatment
based on international
standards and compared
Khan Unaiza with similar
khans in the region.

Due to its geographic
location, Islamic architec
ture became part of trade
routes and pilgrimage
way stations.

“The Syrian Hajj route
is one of the most im
portant Islamic pilgrim
age routes and received
particular attention dur
ing the Ottoman Em
pire," Alazab said, noting
that different facilities
were built beside khans

o -
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Khan Unaiza in southern Jordan

to serve and
pilgrims. .

Fortresses, water cis
terns and taverns were
some of them.

Ehan had a multiple
purpose: To host travel
lers and store goods.

"There are two types of
khans-one in urban ar
eas that hosts merchants
and serve commercial ac
tivities, and the road side
khans that served trawvel
ers and pilgrims along
the Hajj Road' Alazab
underlined.

Ehan Unaiza is located
on the road between Am
man and Agaba, on the
King's Highway, and has
been mentioned since the
14th century on works of
travellers and historians.

“The khan incorporates
architectural and defen
give features, including
stepped parapets and de
fensive openings as well
as water well and stair
cases leading to the first
floor" Alazah said, adding
that restoration works
started mn 2001-2002,

The current condition
of the khan is the result of
the interaction of histor
cal, natural and human

protect

factors that include: The
construction of the Hi

jaz Railway, events of the
Great Arab Revolt, harsh
desert conditions and ne-
glect with incompatible
restoration intervention.

The structure was
missing a wall, missing
wall stones, missing arch
stones and the arch, the
scholar said.

Architects  compared
Khan Unaiza with Sultan
Han (Turkey), Ehan Asad
Pasha iSyria) and Khan
Diaba (Jordan).

"Khan Unaiza repre
sents a model of Islamic
desert khans character-
ised by simplicity, func
tionality and central
courtyard,” Alazab said,
noting that the study
showed that geographic
location and the function
were the prime factor in-
fluencing variations in
architecture of Islamic
khans.

The study proposes
preliminary conservation
measures, including doc
umentation,  structural
stahilisation, removal of
incompatible materials
and use of materials com
patible to original fabric.

JSMO marks World Standards Day,
highlights role in sustainable development

AMMAN  (JT) The
Jordan Standards and
Metrology Organisation
(.JSMO) joins the interna-
tional community in cel
ebrating World Stand-
ards Day on October 14
each year

This occasion high-
lights the vital role that
standards and stand
ardisation play in sup
porting sustainable de
velopment, improving
the quality of products
and services, protecting
consumers and facilitat
ing trade, according to a
JEMO statement.

This years World
Standards Day is cel
ebrated under the theme
‘A Shared Vision for
a Better World", reaf
firming the importance
of uniting efforts and
fostering  cooperation
among all stakeholders,
and hamessing inter
national standards and

conformity assessment
as practical tools to con
tribute to the achieve-
ment of the Sustainable
Development Goals.

“The global message
for this year reminds
us that the challenges
facing our societies and
economies require a
comprehensive and col
laborative  approach”
the statement said.

At the heart of stand
ardisation is coopera-
tion, bringing together
knowledge,  expertise,
and experience to devel
op practical solutions to
sustainability challeng
es and help communi
ties become more resil
ient and better prepared
for change.

On this occasion,
JEMO stressed its com
mitment to develop
ing and implementing
an integrated national
standardisation system

SHARED
VISION FOR
A BETTER

and to strengthening the
alipnment of Jordanian

standards with inter
national standards and
practices.

These efforts contrib

ute to a more competi

WORLD STANDARDS DAY
14 DLTORER

(] ﬁ_”}.

tive natiomal economy,
help protect the health
and safety of citizens
and the environment,
and support higher lev-
els of quality in products
and services in Jordan.

JSMO  also  high
lighted its committed
to boosting cooperaticn
with partners across
the public and private
sectors, as well as with
academic and research
institutions and re
gional and international
organisations.

“Together, we can
make pgreater use of
standardisation and
conformity assessment
to address national chal
lenges and contribute to
the achievement of the
Sustainable  Develop-
ment Goals.”

“On World Standards
Day, we reaffirm our
belief that standardisa
tion is a shared effort.
By bringing together our
knowledge,  expertise,
and collective efforts, we
can create more sustain
able solutions and con
tribute to a better future
for all," JSMO said.

CERTIFICATIONS

UJ earns ISO recognition for quality, educational management, risk mitigation

ANMMAN (JT) The
University of Jordan
(UJ) has earned three
major  international
certifications from Bu
reau Veritas - BIVAC,
marking an achieve
ment that reflects its
commitment to insti
tutional excellence,
governance and educa
tional development.
The university was
awarded the IS0 9001
Ouality Management
System, the ISO 21001
Educational Organi
sations Management
System, and compli
ance with the IS0
31000 Risk DManage
ment Guidelines, Al
Mamlaka TV reported.
UJ President Nathir
Obeidat said that ze

The University of Jordan

curing these interna
tional accolades re
flects the university's
drive to advance insti
tutional performance
and elevate education
al and administrative
services in line with
global standards
of  efficiency and

effectiveness.
Obeidat added that
the achievement stems
from institutional ef
forts aimed at fos
tering a culture of
gquality, refining poli
cies, standardising
operational practices
and raising aware

ness of international
benchmarks.

He noted that these
measures align with
UJ's strategic poals,
supporting its con
tinuous development
and modernisation
drive while enhancing
its capacity to adapt to
the evolving demands
of higher education.

Vice Fresident for
Quality and WNational
Accreditation Affairs
at U.J Amira Masri not
ed that attaining these
certificates represents
a “pivotal” milestone in
the university's jour
ney towards operation
al excellence, provid
ing clear frameworks
to enhance efficiency
and services offered to

students, faculty and
stakeholders.

The I50 9001 stand
ard enhances integrat
ed quality manage-
ment systems, while
IS0 21001 focuses on
educational organisa
tion operations to bet
ter serve learners.

IS0 31000 offers a
framework for system
atically  identifying,
analysing and mitigat-
ing risks.

The gualification
process also involved
training liaison offic-
ers across all depart
ments, establishing a
qualified team to sus
tain standard require-
ments and drive con
tinuous  institutional
ProgTESS.
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Wednesday condemns Colombia's opening of an embassy in

Jerusalem

Jordan condemns Colombia’s
opening of embassy in Jerusalem

AMMAN (JIT) The
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs on Wednesday
condemned Colomhbia’s
opening of an embassy
in Jerusalem as a vio
lation of international
law and relevant inter
national resolutions.
Ministry Spokesper
son Fouad Majali said

that Jordan rejects the
move, stressing that
any measures or deci

sions aimed at chang

ing the legal status or
character of Jerusalem
are "null and veid" and
have no legal effect, ac

cording to a ministry
statement.

Majali reiterated

that a just and compre
hensive peace that en
sures regional security
and stability can only
be achieved through
the establishment of
an independent, sover
eign Palestinian state
along the pre-1967
borders, with East Je
rusalem as its capital.

King meets with Australian
Parliament opposition leader

AMMAN (JTI) His
Majesty EKing Abdul
lah held a meeting on
Wednesday with the
Leader of the Opposi
tion in the Australian
Parliament Angus Tay
lor, during which they
discussed the deep
rooted ties between
Jordan and Australia,
as well as recent re
gional and  global
developments.

During the meeting,
which took place at the
Parliament House in
Canberra, His Majesty
underscored the need
for the international
community to step up
efforts to de-escalate
tensions in the region
and put a stop to Isra
el’s dangerous actions
in the West Bank, Gaza
and Jerusalem, accord
ing to a Royal Court
statement.

Deputy Prime Min
ister and Foreign Min
ister Ayman Safadi,
Director of the Office
of His Majesty Alaa
Batayneh, and Jordan's
Amhbassador to Aus
tralia Janti Kalajoga
attended the meeting.
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His Majesty King Abdullah meets in Canberra with Leader of the Opposition in the Australian Parliament Angus Taylor, to discuss
the deep-rooted ties between Jordan and Australia, and recent regional and international developments

Jordan, Australia issue joint statement following
conclusion of talks between King, Australian PM

AMMAN (JT) Jor
dan and Australia is
sued a joint statement
on Wednesday, follow
ing talks between His
Majesty King Abdul
lah and Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese in
Canberra.

Following is the
full text of the joint
statement:

“Australia-Jordan Joint
Leaders’ statement on
Enhanced Cooperation

The Prime Minister of
Australia, the Hon. An
thony  Albanese MP
and His Majesty King
Abdullah II Ibn Al Hus
sein of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan met
in Canberra on 14 Octo
ber 2026 and reaffirmed
the enduring friendship
between Australia and
Jordan built on mutual
respect and a shared
commitment to peace, se
curity and prosperity.
Leaders  welcomed
the opportunity to seta
forward-looking agen
da for strengthened
copperation, building
on the 2016 Joint Dec
laration on Enhanced
Cooperation and re
flecting the growing
breadth of the bilateral
relationship.

Strengthening
bilateral cooperation

1. Leaders reaffirmed
the strong and endur
ing defence partner
ship between Australia
and Jordan, built on
decades of coopera
tion and underpinned
by the Australia-Jor
dan Defence Coopera
tion Memorandum of
Understanding. They
welcomed contin
ued strengthening of
defence ties and ex
pressed their commit
ment to maintaining
regular  engagement
through strategic dia
logue, education and
training, professional
military exchanges and
cooperation in areas of
mutual interest.

2. The two sides re
inforced the walue of
practical defence co
operation in strength
ening mutual under
standing, enhancing
operational effective
ness and supporting
the professional devel
opment of their armed

forces. They welcomed
continued engagement
in areas of shared in
terest, including sci
ence and technology,
accelerated capability
development, defence
industry Coopera
tion, joint operations,
peacekeeping and
trans-national coun
terterrorism. They also
acknowledged the im
portance of defence co
operation in support
ing regional stability,
including through op
erational collahoration
where appropriate.

3. Leaders ume
gquivocally condemned
terrorism and violent
extremism in all their
forms and manifesta
tions. Australia and
Jordan have a strong
history of border man
apement cooperation,
driven by the Austral
ian  Department of
Home Affairs and the
Jordanian relevant au
thorities. Building on
lengstanding counter
terrorism intelligence
and law enforcement
ties, they apreed to
strengthen  informa
tion sharing and op
erational coordina
tion between relevant
agencies to prevent
and disrupt terrorist
activity, financing and
recruitment.

4. They acknowl
edged the contribution
that stronger trade and
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links can

investment
make to supporting
jobs, prosperity and
economic resilience in
both countries. They
committed to working
collaboratively  with
private sectors to en
courage closer busi
ness-to-business  ties
and identify mutual
opportunities, includ
ing in the resources
sector.  Leaders wel
comed the opportuni
ties available through
deeper education, re
search and institu
tional partnerships
that build future-ready
skills and support in
novation and inclusive
economic growth.

5. Leaders reaf
firmed the importance
of internatiomal co
operation to address
climate change and
strengthen resilience
to its impacts. They
apgreed to explore deep
ET cooperation on wa
ter security, drought
preparedness, data-in
formed resource man
agement and coral reef
management. They en
couraged collaboration
on sustainable agricul
ture and food security.
including technologies
and practices suited
to arid and water-con
strained environments,

6. The two sides ac
knowledged the impor
tance of mental health
and psychological

wellbeing in support
ing resilient commu
nities. They welcomed
the signing of the
Memorandum of Un
derstanding on Mental
Health Cooperation,
which will strengthen
information  sharing
and collaboration on
trauma-informed men
tal health and psycho
social support.

They also
acknowledged
the importance
of defence
cooperation

in supporting
regional
stability...

i Leaders wel
comed opportunities to
expand cultural, pro
fessional and youth ex
changes and to deepen

connections  between
communities and in
stitutions. They rec
ognised the wvaluable

contribution of the
Jordanian-Australian
community to Austral
ia's multicultural so
ciety and to the friend

ship between the two
countries.

At the regional and
international levels

8. His Majesty King
Abdullah 11 Ibn Al Hus
sein and the prime
minister of Australia
discussed the situa
tion in the Middle East.
They expressed con
cern over the continued
tensions in the region
and stressed the need
for all relevant actors
to work collectively to
wards de-escalation,
emphasising diploma
cy and dialogue as the
means to achieve this
ohjective.

g, Australia con
demned in the strong
est terms Iranian at
tacks targeting Jordan
and expressed its soli
darity with the King
dom. The two coun
tries reaffirmed their
support for all efforts
aimed at reaching a
diplomatic solution
that would end the
crisis, address its root
causes, and achieve
sustainable  security
and stability,

10. Leaders under
scored the importance
of freedom of naviga
tion and overflight, and
their strong support
for unimpeded trade
in the region and other
lawful uses of the sea
consistent with inter

national law, particu
larly the 1982 United
Nations Conwvention on
the Law of the Sea.

11. Australia recog
nised Jordan's impor
tant contribution to re-
gional peace, security
and stability. The lead
ere reaffirmed their
commitment to the
two-state solution in
accordance with inter
national law and rele
vant UN Security Coun
cil Resolutions, as the
only path to achieving

just and lasting peace.

Leaders emphasised
their rejection of any
attempts to annex the
West Bank or displace
the Palestinian people,
and reiterated their
condemnation of the
illegal ‘E1’ settlement
project, emphasising it
constitutes a wiolation
of internaticnal law.

12. The two sides
reaffirmed the need
to preserve the exist
ing historical and le-
gal status quo of Mus
lim and Christian holy
gites im Jerusalem.
Australia stressed the
importance of the his
torical Hashemite Cus
todianship over these
holy sites.

13. Leaders empha
gised the importance
of implementing the
Gaza Peace Plan in full,
in accordance with the
UM Security Council
Resolution 2803 (2025),

protecting civilians
consistent with inter
national Iaw and the
full, safe, rapid and
unhindered delivery of
humanitarian aid.

14. Leaders also un
derscored the impaor
tance of supporting
UNRWA and enabling
it to carry out its UN
mandate.

15. Australia reaf
firmed its longstand
ing commitment to
supporting  Jordan's
humanitarian and ref
ugee response, includ
ing to the situations
in Syria and Gaza. This
has included partner
ships with the Jordan
Hashemite Charity Or
ganisation, UNHCE,
Jordan's Ministry of
Education and other
relevant Jordanian
institutions.

16. Leaders recog
nised Jordan's sus
tained contribution

as a host of refupees
and as a regional hub
for humanitarian as
sistance and acknowl
edged the significant
pressures these place
on public services, in
frastructure and host
communities, They
called for continued
and predictable inter
national support for
refugees and the coun
tries and communities
that host them, and
reaffirmed the impor
tance of durable solu
tions, consistent with
international law.

17. Leaders affirmed
their countries’ sup
port for Syria's unity,
gsecurity, stability and
sovereignty, and for the
Syrian  government's
efforts to rebuild the
country on  founda
tions that meet the as
pirations of the Syrian
people and uphold the
rights of all its constit
uent groups.

18. Leaders reaf
firmed Australia’s and
Jordan's support for
Lebanon's efforts to
ensure its security,
strengthen its sover
eignty over all its ter
ritory and ensure that
arms remain exclu
sively in the hands of
the state, as well as the
need for all parties to
comply with the United
Nations Security Coun
cil Resolution 1701.

19. The two sides
condemned the Houthi

militia's attacks on
Saudi Arabia, particu
larly on civilians and
civilian infrastructure.
They emphasized their
full solidarity with
Saudi Arabia. They re
affirmed their support
for Yemen's legitimate
government and efforts
to achieve a compre-
hensive and sustaina
ble political settlement
that preserves Yemen's
unity, sovereignty and
stability.

20. They reaffirmed
their support for a

rules-based interna
tional order, under
pinned by interna
tional law including
the TUnited Nations

Charter. They under
scored the importance
of dialogue, diplomacy
and international co
operation in address
ing shared security
challenges and advanc
ing a just and endur
ing peace, security and
stability in the Middle
East, where sovereign
ty and territorial integ
rity are respected.

21. Australia wel
comed His Majesty's
leadership in promot
ing internaticnal coop
eration apainst terror
ism, including through
the Agaba Process.
His Majesty welcomed
Australia's interest in
organising an Agaba
Frocess meeting in
2027 focused on coun
tering online extrem
ism and the misuse of
emerging technologies.

22, Leaders reaf
firmed their steadfast
commitment to up
holding international
humanitarian law and
humanitarian princi
ples. They welcomed
the leading  roles
played by Jordan and
Australia in strength
ening respect for inter
national humanitarian
law, including through
the Declaration for the
Frotection of Humani
tarian Personnel and
the Global Initiative
to Galvanise Political
Commitment to In
ternational Humani
tarian Law. Australia
welcomed Jordan's
leadership in adwvanc
ing the Global Initia
tive and its convening
of the High-Level Con
ference on Humanity
in War on 7 December
2026."
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An air traffic control tower is seen at King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh on

September 19

Coalition destroys Houthi missile
targeting Riyadh, four injured
from debris —Saudi media

AMMAN (IT) The
coalition battling ¥em
en's Houthis said that a
missile fired by the Iran
backed militants at Riy
adh has been destroyed
with four people injured
of falling debris.

The coalition spokes
person Maj. Gen. Turki
Al Maliki said on a so
cial media post con
firmed the interception
operation.

The Saudi Civil De
fence also lifted danger
warnings it earlier is
sued for Riyadh and
Al Kharj, Arab News
reported.

Four people were ear
ler injured by falling
debris in Riyadh after
air defenses knocked
down Houthi missiles
in the Saudi capital, the
Riyadh-based news out
let reported.

Shrapnel from two
intercepted cruise mis

siles landed around 15
residential homes and
injured four people, the
Saudi Civil Defence said
on Wednesday.

Al Malilki said early
Wednesday that a cruise
missile was destroyed in
Al Kharj governorate, in
the centre-south of Riy
adh Province.

The Energy Ministry
said in a statement that
a Saudi Aramco admin
building in Dhahran was
targeted and there were
no injuries reported.

Al Maliki said late
on Tuesday that three
drones were also de
stroyed north of Riyadh.

On Saturday, an attack
on Riyadh's King Khalid
International airport
killed 13 people and left
hundreds injured.

The attack on the ei
vilian airport was wide
ly condemned.

The Houthis also at

tacked Abha's interna
tional airport and Yem
en’s Aden International
Airport this week, ac
cording to Arab News.

Video of the King Kha
lid Airport attack was
released by Saudi au
thorities and showed ci
vilians, including many
religious pilgrims who
were heading to the holy
cities of Mecca and Me
dina, waiting for their
flights before a bright
orange flash engulf the
terminal.

The dead included
four Saudi citizens, a
Jordanian as well as two
Bangladeshi nationals, a
Falestinian, a US citizen,
an Egyptian, a Syrian
and a Sudanese, accord
ing to the Kingdom's
aviation authority.

A day later a Pakistani
civilian was killed when
the same airport came
under attack again.

Israeli settlers set fire to
mosque in occupied West Bank

MIKHMAS, Palestinian
Territories [AFF) Is
raeli settlers set fire to
a mosque and graffit
ied its outside walls on
Wednesday in the ocen
pied West Bank village
of Mikhmas, Falestinian
sources and the Israeli
military said.

Atta Kanaan, a Pal
estinian  residemt of
Mikhmas who lives 50
metres from the mosque,
told AFP that he heard
the sound of breaking
glass shortly after mid
night on Wednesday and
immediately went to the
building,

“A fire was burning
fiercely and we called
the fire brigade. Young
men rushed to help us
with fire extinpuishers
and we managed to con
tain part of the fire be
fore the flames engulfed
the entire mosque,” he
said.

AFPF vwvideo footage
showed that the fire
had burned down the
mosque's interior car
peting and blackened
the walls.

An AFF journalist re
ported that slogans were
spraypainted in Hebrew
on the exterior walls, in
cluding “just because we
are quiet doesn't mean
we are asleep”.

Settlers also set fire to
a car, Kanaan said, add
ing that in recent weeks
villagers had formed
night-watch patrols
out of fear that settlers
might torch homes, par
ticularly those on the
outskirts of the village.

Mikhmas is located in
the central West Bank
between Bamallah and
Jerusalem, near several
Israeli settlement out

AFP photo

A Palestinian man reaches through a mosque window as he assesses the damage following a reported arson attack by Israeli

settlers in Mikhmas

posts whose residents
have attacked the com
munity on several occa
sions in recent months,

Rouhi Fattouh, presi
dent of the Palestin
ian National Council, de
scribed the arson attack
on the mosque as “a bar
baric act and a danger
ous escalation in settler
terrorism”.

The Palestinian Na
tional Council serves as
the parliament of the
Palestinian  Liberation
Organisation.

Settler violence against
Palestinians in the West

Bank has soared in re
cent months. Settler
attacks have mncluded
physical assaults, land
and crop theft, and van
dalism of places of wor
ship, homes and other
buildings.

Excluding  occupied
East Jerusalem, around
three million Palestin
ans live in the West Bank,
which Israel has occu
pied since 1967, along
side more than 500,000
Israelis residing in settle
ments considered illegal
under international law.

Isracli prime minis

ter Benjamin Netanyahu
vowed on Tuesday that
displaced residents of a
Palestinian refugee camp
would not be allowed to
return to their homes,
after the supreme court
ordered the government
to provide a timetable for
their return.

In a video statement
filmed in the vicinity
of the Tulkarm refugee
camp in the occupied
West Bank, Netanyahu
praised the Israeli army
for “clearing it out under
our directives”.

“I heard that there is

someone in the High
Court of Justice who
says that the residents
should be brought back
here. These are not resi
dents, these are terror
ists,” the premier added.

Since January 2025,
tens of thousands of
Palestinians have been
evacuated from three
refuges camps in the
northerm West Bank
Jenin, Nur Shams and
Tulkarm after an Is
raeli military operations.

The displaced Pales-
tinians have largely been
unahle to return.

450 MW

Project Overview

the RFQ documents,
Inquiries

N

]

SIS
MinisTRY GF INVESTMENT
The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
Ministry of Investment

Eligibility and Procurement Process
The Ministry of Investment seeks to select a private sector partner to implement the Project
through a transparent and competitive tender process, in accordance with the provisions of the
Jordanian Public-Private Partnership Projects Law No. (19) of 2023 and Public-Private Partnership
Projects Regulation No. (9) of 2024, and in line with international best practices.
The procurement process will be conducted in two stages:
1. First Stage — Request for Qualification (RFQ): Interested parties are invited to submit their
qualifications for shortlisting.
2. Second Stage — Request for Proposals (RFP): Only shortlisted Applicants will be invited to
submit their technical and financial proposals.

Obtaining the RFQ Documents:
Interested parties may obtain the RFQ documents by sending an email titled "Al-Mujib PHES RFQ
Documents” to: [PHES.PPP@moin.gov.jo], stating the identity of the applying entity/applicant
(“Applicant”). Within the body of the email, please attach the company's registration certificate
alongside the bank wire transfer receipt of a non-refundable fee of [JOD 1,000 (or the equivalent
of UsSD 1,410)]. Fee shall be wired to:
+ Account Name: MINISTRY OF INVESTMENT / TRUST
» Bank: Central Bank of Jordan

« Account No.: 1208- 3100 -O1

= IBAN; JOTe CBJO 0010 0000 0000 01310012 08
Once the RFQ Documents are obtained, Applicants shall follow the detailed submission
instructions stipulated therein in order to submit an Application for Qualification.

Submission of Applications for Qualification

The deadline for submitting Applications for Qualification is Monday, January 18, 2026, at 12:00
PM (Jordan local time).

Applications shall be submitted in accordance with the requirements and procedures set out in

Request for Qualification (RFQ) Announcement
Al-Mujib Pumped Hydro Energy Storage Project — PPP Project

Amman, 15 /10/ 2026

The Ministry of Investment (MolIN) / Public-Private Partnership Unit of the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan hereby announces the tendering of the Request for Qualification (RFQ) for the Al-Mujib
Pumped Hydro Energy Storage Project, to be
Build-Own-Operate-Transfer (BOOT) contract under a Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model.

The Al-Mujib Pumped Hydro Energy Storage Project aims to develop, finance, design, construct,
own, operate and maintain a 450 MW pumped hydro energy storage facility adjacent to the
existing Al-Mujib Dam, under a Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model.
The Project will provide seven hours of electricity storage at full load by storing surplus electricity,
particularly from solar power generation during daytime hours, and releasing it to the grid
during periods of peak demand. This will contribute to enhancing electricity system flexibility,
increasing the integration of renewable energy, improving energy security, and reducing
dependence on imported fuels.

For any inquiries, please contact: [PHES.PPP@moin.gov.jo]

implemented through a

Iran says ship sank in Hormuz

DUBAL (AFP) Iran's
Bevnlutionary Guard said
on Wednesday that a ship
caught fire and sank in the
Strait of Hormuz because
of a mine, while British
security firm Vanguard
also reported a sinking.

‘A container ship at
tempting to cross the
Strait of Hormuz using
an unauthorised and
dangerous shipping lane
struck a mine that explod
ed,” said the navy of the
Revolutionary Guard the
ideological arm of Iran's
military.

Images released by the
Guard show a plume of
black smoke rising from a
ship, while dozens of con
tainers that hawe fallen
into the sea float on the
water. The Guard said the
ship was carrying more
than 2,500 containers.

Iran claims control of
the strait, through which
one-fifth of the world's
hydrocarbons passed he
fore the WMiddle East war

UK PM Burnham looks to 'repair bridges

.

AFFP photo

The Chinese-flagged container shipping vessel Hui Fa transits the Gulf of Oman off the coast
of Khor Fakkan in the emirate of Sharjah in the sast of the UAE on Tuesday

It regularly targets ships
it accuses of transiting
without  authorisation,
while the US has imposed
its owm blockade on Iran's
ports.

According to Vanguard,
the GFS Pride, a Singa
pore-flagged  container
ship, was struck by a
projectile on Tuesday and
sank.

It was not clear if the
two statements referred

between Trump, Zelensky

LONDON (AFF) UK
Frime Minister Andy
Burnham said om
Wednesday he will
seek to "repair bridges”
between US President
Donald Trump and
Ukrainian leader Volo
dymyr Zelensky amid
strained ties between

the pair.
Burnham made the
comments before he

was due to welcome
Zelensky to hiz offi
cial Downing Street
residence, in a show of
support for Ukraine's
president follow
ing new criticism by
Trump.

In recent  days,
Trump has announced
a diesel-supply deal
with heavily sanc
tioned Russia and
blindsided both sides

to the same ship.

Vanguard reparted
three other ships struck
on Tuesday, with two of
them continuing on their
way and the fate of the
third unkmown.

The United Kingdom
Maritime Trade Opera
tions Centre (UEMTO)
reported on Wednesday
that two container ships
were struck on Tuesday
by projectiles but con

AFF photo

This video grab taken from footage broadcast by the
UK Parliamentary Recording Unit via the Parliament TV
website on Wednesday shows Britain's Prime Minister Andy
Burnham speaking during the 'Prime Minister's Questions'
in parliament in central London

in the almost five-year
conflict by announcing
an “energy ceasefire”.
He has also angrily
hit out at Zelenslky over

Ukrainian long-range
attacks on Bussian en
ETEY infrastructure,
suggesting he should be
replaced as president.

tinued on their way after
sustaining only minor
damage.

UKMTO earlier re-
ported two other attacks
on Tuesday targeting a
tanker and a container
ship, without specifying
whether they had caused
damage or casualties.

The war was triggered
in late February by US
Israeli strikes apainst
Iran.

“What I have to do in
my role is try and re
pair bridges so that the
support comes back"
Burnham told the Brit
ish parliament.

“Therefore I should,
at this moment in time,
be careful in terms of
laying the ground to
bring peocple back to
gether. That is the role
I intend to play." he
added.

Zelensky's visit
to London comes as
Ukraine accuses the US
of helping Russia, say
ing Washington failed
to warn it of incom
ing missile strikes and
has slowed the Starlink
satellite Internet sys
tem it relies on for its
battlefield communi
cations and frontline
logistics.
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Full digitisation of courts to take up
to two years — justice minister

AMMAN (JT) Min
ister of Justice Bas
sam Talhouni says on
Wednesday that the
ministry is working
to launch a tender for
the full digitisation of
court procedures, with
the project expected to
tale up to two years,
Speaking to Al Mam
laka TV, Talhouni said
that the ministry was
working with the Min
istry of Digital Econ

omy and Entrepre
neurship to launch the
project.

He szaid HRH Crown
Prince Hussein's wvisit
to the Ministry of Jus
tice highlighted the
importance of the ju
diciary and judicial
procedures and  their
impact on the coun
try and its citizens. He
stressed the ministry's
responsibility to sup
port the judiciary in ac
cordance with the Con
stitution and relevant
legislation.

Talhouni said the
ministry had briefed
the Crown Prince on
measures and policies
introduced in coopera
tion with relevant au
thorities to simplify
procedures, Ensure
their continuity and re
duce the time needed to
resolve cases.

He added that the
ministry had amended
several laws and intro
duced digital services
to facilitate litigationm,
including digital sig
natures, electronic ju
dicial notifications and
online document filing
by lawyers.

He said further elec
tronic procedures are
expected in the com
ing period to automate

Minister of Justice Bassam Talhouni says on Wednesday that the ministry is working to launch a tender for the full digitisation

of court procedures

processes and facili
tate litigation, adding
that full implementa
tion will begin once the
entity responsible for
the project is selected,
in line with the Crown
Prince’s directives.

He stressed the im
portance of training
staff to handle dig
ital procedures, main
taining service qual
ity before and after the
launch, and analysing
and using data to sup
port judicial work.

Addressing concerns
that the transition

could disrupt court
proceedings or under
mine the right to de
fence, Talhouni said the
ministry's experience
in introducing digital
services had shown
that obstacles were
limited.

He said the proce
dures were pgoverned
by legislation and
supported by techni
cal measures, with
specialised entities
responsible for main
taining digital services
and ensuring cyberse
curity. He expressed

confidence that the
transition would not
face major technical
difficulties.

Talhouni noted that
neighbouring countries
had fully integrated
digital procedures into
their judicial systems,
adding that Jordan
could complete its tran
sition to digital litiga
tion within 18 months
to two years.

Turning to alterna
tive penalties, Talhouni
said Jordan had made
progress in  imple
menting non-custodial

sentences despite the
system's relatively re
cent introduction, with
their use continuing to
increase.

Alternative penalties
and alternatives to pre
trial detention, provid
ed for under Jordanian
legislation, help reduce
the number of convict
ed inmates and detain
ees in correctional and
rehabilitation centres,
he said, adding that
clear legislation and
straightforward im
plementation had sup
ported their wider use.

Talhouni also said
the upcoming ordinary
session of Parliament
could see amendments
to the Arbitration Law,
in line with the legis
lative agenda of the
government, the Sen
ate and the House of
Representatives.

The proposed amend
ments would provide
for the establishment of
a mational arbitration
centre to offer services
inside and outside Jor
dan and attract arbitra
tion cases, he said.

He added that several
draft laws on alterna
tive dispute resolution
outside the courts were
also being prepared
to enable citizens and
lawyers to benefit from
these mechanisms.

Talhouni said the
committes OVETSEE
ing the development

of judicial work had
prepared draft amend
ments to several laws
governing court pro
ceedings, including
the Execution Law, the
Civil Procedure Law,
the Criminal Procedure
Law, the Courts Forma
tion Law and the Judi
cial Independence Law.

The draft laws will be
submitted to the gov
ernment hefore being
referred to the Legisla
tion and Opinion Bu
reau and then to Parlia
ment for consideration,
he said.

Talhoumni said that the
proposed amendments
aim to expedite litiga
tion, improve access to
justice and strengthen
the rule of law in line
with the expectations
of litigants, citizens
and other parties to le
gal proceedings.
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Police announces on Wednesday the arrest of two suspects
accused of defrauding individuals by collecting cash
instalments under the pretext of selling them mobile phones

Police arrest two
suspects in mobile
phone instalment fraud

By RanaHusseini

AMDIAN Folice an
nounced on Wednesday
the arrest of two sus
pects ‘accused of de
frauding individuals by
collecting cash instal
ments under the pretext
of selling them mobile
phones.

The matter was dis-
covered when several
individuals  contacted
the Cyber Crime Unit
claiming to have been
scammed after allegedly
using a website offering
mobiles via instalments,
Police Spokesperson
Brig. Gen. Amer Sartawi
said.

“The website the indi
viduals used demanded
a down payment and
their money was eventu
ally stolen,” Sartawi told
The Jordan Times.

A special investigation
team was able to pin
point the location of the
suspects and two were
arrested, Sartawi added.

“Police are looking for
two other suspects who
were involved in the elec-
tronic fraudulent opera-
tion," the police official
added.

Police reportedly seized
a large amount of cash,
hand watches and some
jewellery with the two
suspects, according to
Sartawi

He reiterated previous
alerts for the public to
exercise caution and dili
gence when buying and
selling online.

Individuals are also
urged to avoid dealing
with suspicious and un
verified pages, and should
always verify the legit
macy of transactions be-
fore sending money elec-
tronically to avoid falling
victim to online financial
fraud, Sartawi added.

The two suspects were
referred to the concerned
judicial authorities  for
further gquestioning and
indictment, according to
a statement by the PSD,

AFP phioto

A protester kicks back a tear gas canister during a demonstration of high-school students in
Paris, on Tuesday, as part of a nationwide high school mobilisation

Macron says French student protesters
‘exploited’ by political forces — spokeswoman

PARIS (AFF) French
President Emmanuel Ma
cron believes the students
waging three weeks of
protests that hawve closed
many schools have “legiti
mate” grievances but are
also being “exploited” by
political forees, a govern
ment spokeswoman said
on ' Wednesday.

The leader, who is in his
final six months of office,
has asked the povernment
to come up with “concrete
responses” to the unmest
by high school pupils
within  weeks, spokes
woman Maud Bregeon
told reporters.

She spoke following
Macron's weekly meeting
with his cabinet, a day af
ter nationwide solidarity
demonstrations  showed

significant support for the
students,
The interior minis

try said 161,500 people
tumed out for Tuesday's
demonstrations held in
Faris and other cities. Un-
ions organising the rallies
put the figure at 480,000

Some violent scenes
erupted on the sidelines
of marches in Paris and
Lyon, with police firing
tear gas in Tesponse.

In his cabinet mesting,
Macron “stressed that
young people have lepiti
mate concerns, but said
these are being exploited
for political purposes and
tumed into urban vie
lence”, Bregeon said.

With French presi
dential elections due in

April and May next year,

some  opposition  par
ties have seized upon the
demonstrations.

Jean-Luc  Melenchon,
the presidential candidate
for the farleft France Un
bowed (LFI) party, partici
pated in one of the Paris
protests.

The farright National
Rally Farty of Marine Le
Fen, whom surveys give
as the frontrunner for the
elections, has voiced sup
port for police deployed to
the demonstrations and
blamed students for vio

lent episndes.

Students, unions,
rights groups and par
ents  have accused

the police of brutal
ity against the students,
with some of the young
protesters maimed.

Nobel winner Pillay blasts 'unlawful’

Trump ICCsanctions — AFP interview

THE HAGUE (AFF) — No-
bel Peace Prize winner
Navi Pillay on Wednesday
hit out at Donald Trump's
“illegal” sanctions against
the Intermational Criminal
Court, saying the US presi
dent needed a lesson inin
ternational law.

In an interview with
AFP, Fillay also said it
wias no coincidence the US
sanctons on the ICC were
announced just hours af-
ter her Mobel, as a "reac
ton to the fact that the
award was not given to
President Trump".

Asked what her mes-
sage was for , the
85yearold judge told
AFP: "Call in your legal
advisers to explain to you
what international law is."

“He should call in his
advizsers to tell him why
we say that it is unlawful
for him to interfere with
an independent interna
tional court.”

On Friday, the US an
nounced sanctions
against the ICC aimed at
crippling the day-to-day
operations of the court,
which tries individuals
for war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and
genocide.

Trump's administra
tion has vowed to dis-
mantle the court "brick
by-brick”, furious that
judges have issued an ar
rest warrant for Israel's

AFP phatn

Nobel Peace Prize winner Navi Pillay on Wednesday hit out at Donald Trump's ‘illegal’
sanctions against the International Criminal Court, saying the US president nesded a lesson

in international law

prime minister Benjamin
MNetanyahu for alleged
crimes in Gaza.

Pillay noted that previ
ous U5 administrations
had welcomed an ICG ar
rest warrant against Rus
gian President Vladimir
Putin, saying, ‘that's
selective, that's double
standards, and that's
wrong'.

The sanctions, which
will hit the court's tech
nelogy and banking op-
erations, take effect in
six months and Dutch
Prime Minister Rob Jet
ten has urged talks with
Washington during that

time to discuss reforms
to the court, based in The

£
But Fillay said the idea
of reforms to the ICC was
“euphemistic’, adding
that what Trump wanted
was "an undertaking that
they won't pursue investi
gations of US citizens”.
"You can't do that, be
cause you can't have dou
hle standards. ¥You can't
selectively pursue one lot
of people and not the oth
er,” Pillay told AFE
"It will be such a bad,
dangerous precedent.”
Pillay also hit back at
Israeli officials who re

acted with outrage to her
Mobel, after she headed
the UN Independent In
ternational Commission
of Inguiry, which found
last year that genocide
was occurring in Gaza.

Netanyahu called her a
“higot’ while Israel's for
eign ministry said Mazi
propagandist Joseph
Goebbels must be "ap
plauding from hell” at her
award.

"1 think it's very hurtful
and insulting," said Pillay.

“Goebbels had blood
on his hands...responsi-
ble for the death of thou
sands of people. Not only

Jews, but people of colour
like me," she added.

She acknowledged
there was little political
appetite to arrest Netan-
yahu to face the ICC ac
cusations, which he furi
ously denies.

"But all my life I've seen
people get around diffi
culties, so I'm confident
that it will happen,” she
said, asked if Netanyahu
was ever likely to appear
in the ICC doclk.

Fillay said she was still
digesting the news that
she had won. She found
it difficult to believe at
first “because they pgive
their awards to very few
women , gross inequality
in the practice so far".

At 85, she frets she
will be unable to travel
far and wide to sing the
praises of international
Justice with the amplified
voice of a Mobel Peace
Prize winner

"I think that ape will
constrain me somewhat.
I can't be as active as I
used to,” she said, noting
that she wisited 79 coun-
tries when she was UN
High Commissioner for
Human Rights.

She said she was con-
sulting people about how
best to spend the 12 mil
lion Swedish krone prize
but hinted some of it
might be invested in her
native South Africa.

King, Australia governor-general discuss
regional developments, cooperation

Continued frompage 1

The talks also touched
on developments in Syr
ia and Lebanon, and the
importance of support-
ing the security, stabil
ity, sovereignty, and ter

ritorial integrity of both
countries, the statement
said.

For her part, Gover
nor-General Mostyn
expressed her pride in
the depth of relations
between Australia and

Jordan, and her com
mitment to expanding
them across wvarious
sectors, commending
Jordan's efforts to pro
mote stability and de
escalation, as well as its
vital humanitarian role.

Upon arrival at Aus
tralia's Government
House in Canberra, an
official welcoming cer
emony was held for the
King. His Majesty also
signed the guestbook.

Deputy Prime Minis

ter and Foreign Minis.
ter Ayman Safadi, Direc
tor of the Office of His
Majesty Alaa Batayneh,
and Jordan's Ambassa
dor to Australia Janti
Kalajoga attended the
talks.

King holds talks
with Australia PM

For his part, Prime
Minister Albanese em
phasised the impor
tance of continuing to
develop relations be
tween Australia and
Jordan, and strength
ening cooperation in
a number of areas, the

statement said.

The prime minister
also commended Jor
dan's efforts, under the
leadership of His Maj
esty, to bring about sta-
bility in the region and
de-escalate tensions, as
well as the Kingdom's
support for interna
tional cooperation in

the fight against terror
ism and extremism.
Deputy Prime Min
ister and Foreign Min
ister Ayman Safadi,
Director of the Office
of His Majesty Alaa
Batayneh, and Jordan's
Ambassador to Aus-
tralia Janti Kalajoga
attended the talks.
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EU takes a page from
Ireland’s Al playbook

Agence France-Presse

DUBLIN — The Eurcpean Union wants to catch
up in the AI race by taking a cue from Ireland,
an early adopter of the technology, which has
rolled out the red carpet for data centres despite
local backlashes.

Ireland showcased the role it aims to play in
the technological revolution as it hosted an in-
ternational AT summit in Dublin on Wednesday.

While the European Union is pushing for
strong governance to limit the risks of AT he-
coming too powerful to control, the bloc also
believes it must invest and expleit its potential
to avoid falling further behind the United States
and China.

“We need to make AI real for our competi
tiveness and for our industries,” EU tech chief
Henna Virkkunen told the conference, attended
by leading AI minds and executives including
Google DeepMind chair Demis Hassabis and Mi
crosoft president Brad Smith.

Around 20 per cent of companies in the
27-country bloc used Al last year, with the adop
tion rate rising to 55 per cent for the biggest
businesses, figures the EUf wants to see increase.

Most still use AT for relatively simple tasks,
research shows.

Europe has around 5 per cent of the world's
data centre capacity, while the United States has
arpund 75 per cent and China approximately 15
per cent, according to Andrea Renda, director of
research at the CEPS think tank.

The EU wants to ramp up its capacity and is
pouring billions of euros into so-called gigafac
tories made up of advanced Al processors and
energy-efficient data centres for companies and
research labs.

But that might not be enough.

“If you only build data-centre capacity, you
have not done much,” Renda told AFP, calling for
“political leadership” to help “identify the road
blocks, the obstacles and the enablers of this
transformation”.

The EU insists it is working on several fronts,
mobilising funds from various existing schemes
and appointing a Siemens executive to push
manufacturers to integrate the technology un-
der a strategy called "Apply AT".

But Renda said the strategy had “zero” dedi-
cated budget, warning that without "bold inter-
vention, we are not going to be able to do this".

Ireland, already home to many US tech giants
because of its minimal tax policies and favour-
able location, wants to help drive the momen-
tum in Eurcpe.

‘Recognise Al's impact on humans'

“We have been to the forefront of every tech wave
over recent decades and we will be to the fore
front of this one,” Irish Prime Minister Micheal
Martin told the summit.

Yet while it boasts one of the highest adoption
rates in the bloc, Ireland also shows some of the
pitfalls of Europe’s Al push.

Its heavy reliance on US giants runs counter
to the EU's sovereignty efforts, and the rapid
expansion of data centres is putting Irish infra
structure under increasing strain, especially its
power grid, fuelling local opposition.

The Central Statistics Office says data cen
tres accounted for 23 per cent of the country's
electricity consumption last year, as much as all
Irish households combined.

“A world record,” said Patrick Bresnihan, a re
searcher at Maynooth University.

During a “counter summit” held a few days be
fore Wednesday's gathering, he said the centres
employed just 3,300 people in total.

“Particularly in Ireland, I would say that we
need a moratorium. So we need to press pause
on data centre development,” he said, to give
policymakers space “to think about what a more
progressive preen industrial strategy would
look like",

Neil Bennett, a former tech worker attending
the protest event, urged Irish leaders and senior
officials "to recognise the human impact of AT on
workers in Ireland”.

The former translator has been deeply im
pacted by Al After he lost his job because of the
technology, he describes crossing “to the dark
side” to work as a data operator.

But he soon became disillusioned when his
new job was replaced, by AL

[slamic sukuk: Rethinking debt management

he Cabinet's approval of a
TJD&DD million Islamic su-

kuk issuance by the Great-
er Amman Municipality (GANM)
marks an important step towards
modernising  public financing
and improving debt manapge-
ment in Jordan. Sukuk will offer
an annual return of 5.5 per cent
over five years. Beyond providing
an alternative source of funding,
the initiative aims to restructure
the Municipality's debt, reduce
borrowing costs and diversify
the financing instruments awvail-
able to public institutions.

The economic rationale is
straightforward, GAM is seek-
ing to replace part of its com-
mercial borrowing, which car
ries an estimated cost of 825
per cent, with financing at a
lower rate. This 2.75 per cent-
age-point  differential could
ease debt-servicing pressures
and release financial resources
for infrastructure investment
and public services. According
to the announced estimates, the
issuance is expected to generate

savings of approximately JD70
million over five years, poten-
tially rising to JD140 million if
the sukuk are extended for a fur
ther five years under the same fi

nancial assumptions.

The initiative forms part of
a broader financing plan. GAM
intends to issue an additional
JD300 million in sukuk in each
of 2027 and 2028, bringing the
planned total to JD1 billion. If
implemented effectively, this
programme could support the
refinancing of existing oblipa
tions at more favourable costs.

Nevertheless, its ultimate
contribution to financial sus-
tainability will depend on how
the proceeds are deployed and
whether refinancing is accom-
panied by effective expenditure
management and control owver
future borrowing.

The significance of this ini
tiative extends beyond the Mu
nicipality’s balance sheet. As
the first issuance of its kind by
a municipal public institution in
Jordan, it represents a potential
milestone in the development
of the country's Islamic finance

market. The sukuk will offer a
new investment instrument for
banks, insurance companies,
and savings, investment and re
tirement funds, broadening the
range of financial assets awvail-
able to institutional investors.
The Central Bank of Jordan's
role in managing the issuance,
together with the sukuk's eli-
gibility for trading on the Am-
man Stock Exchange, adds an
other important dimension.
Tradability could give investors
greater flexibility in managing
their portfolios while expand
ing investment opportunities
and strengthening the capital
market’s capacity to mobilise
domestic savings. Over time, a
successful issuance could en
courage other public institu-
tions to explore sukuk financing,
helping diversify funding sourc
es and deepen Jordan's capital
market. Realising these benefits,
howewver, will require adequate
secondary-market liquidity,
transparent disclosure, and ef-
ficient pricing mechanisms.
GAM's wider fiscal position
also matters, Its own-source

revenues reportedly increased
by approximately 13 per cent
compared with the previous
year, while the 2027 budget al-
locates JD177 million to capital
expenditure. Planned invest-
ments include public trans-
port, road infrastructure, waste
management, green spaces and
smart-city projects. These pri-
orities highlight the importance
of integrating debt management
with stronger revenue genera-
tion and more efficient public
spending.

Islamic sukuk should be as-
sessed not simply by the amount
of financing they mobilise, but
by their contribution to fiscal
sustainability and economic
development. Lower borrowing
costs can create valuable fis-
cal space;, but lasting benefits
will depend on disciplined debt
management, productive invest-
ment and measurable improve-
ments in public services. The
success of this initiative will
therefore lie in translating fi-
nancial savings into tangible
economic and social gains for
the people of Amman.

Deluge by design: Thai villages flooded to protect capital

Agence France-Presse

AYUTTHAYA, Thailand — Stilt
houses in willages mnorth of
Bangkok are no longer high
enough to stay dry as Thai au-
thorities deliberately flood riv-
erside communities to spare
the capital.

Inside the home of Kamon-
chanok  Sathaphonamonwut,
raised more than three metres
above the ground in Ayutthaya
province, her family of three
sleeps on makeshift platforms
and cannot use the waterlogged
toilet.

Her village has been flood-
ed six years in a row, pushing
some to move away, while oth-
ers have raised their houses
higher.

“Our area simply cannot cope
with this much water anymore,”
the 34.-year-old told AFP wad-
ing through her soaked home,

But while authorities pri-
oritise  protecting  Bangkok
and other business hubs from
floods, “when it comes to our
residential communities, they
neglect us”, she said.

Thailand experiences flood-
ing every year during the mon-
soon season, and scientists say
human-made climate change
has made heavy rain and floods
more frequent and severe.

After devastating floods in
2011, the government expand-
ed embankments, water gates
and other infrastructure to di-
rect water away from Bangkok,
the historic city of Ayutthaya
and industrial zones along the
Chao Phraya River, which flows
through the capital.

The defences hawve largely
kept commercial centres safe,
but residents of other areas
have been left to fend for them
selves.

Around 20 kilometres from
Ayutthaya's centuries-old tem-
ple ruins, a UNESCO heritage
site, residents say floods that
once reached their knees now
rise above their heads in some
areas and can take several
months to recede.

Office worker Kamonchanok
has been forced to commute by
boat, and hoist her household
appliances and other belong-
ings above the waterline.

“All we can do is deal with the
consequences,” she said.

“There's only so much we can
do to adapt.”

‘Cruel’ but effective

Thai irrigation department
spokesman Thanet Somboon
said climate change, low-lying
geography and recently built
embankments that altered the
natural flow of the Chao Phraya
have contributed to more se-
vere flooding of downstream
communities.

“Even when water is released
from the Chao Phraya Dam at
the same rate as before, the im-
pact iz greater than it used to
be," Thanet told AFP.

And after irrigation channels
were completely full of diverted
water, he said authorities had
“no choice but to discharge the
remaining water downstream”.

But Thanet acknowledged
that officials may need to re-
view infrastructure to “ensure

Vietnam mourns 700 war
dead in major push to identify missing

Agence France-Presse

HO CHI MINH CIT — Vietnam
held funeral rites for more than
700 of its war dead on Wednes-
day, unearthed in a major push
to identify those missing from
decades of conflict with France
and the United States.

Tens of thousands of people
lined the streets of Ho Chi Minh
City, some holding white flow-
ers or praying as buses carry-
ing terracota caskets covered by
Vietnam's national flag moved
in procession to a cemetery for
fallen soldiers on the outskirts
of the city.

The 731 sets of remains, tak-
en from individual and mass
graves of fighters killed when
US-backed forces crushed an
uprising by communists in
1968, were exhumed from a
tree-shaded public park, aec-
cording to the military.

Le Ngoc Mai Uyen was a fre-
quent visitor to the park named
after her grandmother, revolu-
tionary fighter Le Thi Rieng, be-
fore she realised her relative's
body may be buried there.

“I have always felt something
sacred here at this park,” the
36-year-old told AFP recently,
after burning incense near a
memorial plaque.

While she knew it was "ex-
tremely difficult”, Uyen said she
hasz “strong faith” that the re-
mains of her grandmother will
be found.

The park was excavated as
part of a 500-day national drive
launched in March, touted as

Vietnam's largest push to locate
some of the hundreds of thou-
sands missing since the war.

Since July, hundreds of ex
perts and soldiers have been
working to unearth layers of
remains at the park, aided by
bulldozers, excavators and wa
ter pumps but often sifting
through the mud by hand.

At the funeral service on
Wednesday, patriotic songs
blaring, the city’s deputy mayor
Npuyen Manh Cuong said au-
thorities “will not overlook any
opportunity or method to con-
tinue the journey of searching
for the fallen comrades".

Race against time

“Due to the ferocity of the war
and the passage of so much
time, we have not yet been able
to identify the names or home-
towns of most of the soldiers
recovered in this phase,” Cuong
said.

The government has an-
nounced the identity of one
dead soldier, sguad leader
Huynh Van Ouen who fought in
1968 and whose remains were
found in Le Thi Rieng Park, ac-
cording to state media.

Cuen was identified in July
thanks to a scrap of paper bear-
ing his name that was found
with his remains, and DNA
samples that matched his rela-
tives.

Up to 1.2 million Vietnamese
soldiers ‘are estimated to have
been killed between 1945 and
1975, during wars invelving

floodwater can be kept within
the intended limits".

Environmental conservation-
ist Sasin Chalermlarp said the
government has done "an ex
cellent job" managing floods
across the central plains.

But its efforts were “cruel” to
those bearing the brunt of the
flooding.

In low-lying riverside dis-
tricts that serve as flood reten-
tion zones, AFP journalists saw
stretches of wvillages under-
water this month, with some
homes abandoned and others
submerged up to their roofs.

Sasin said floodwater that
once spread across much of Ay
utthaya is now concentrated in
just “five to 10 per cent” of the
Frovince.

Rising costs

As flooding in hard-hit districts
has become more severe, many
who remain have paid to lift
their stilt houses higher and
keep their living space dry.

family raised their home
twice in the 1990s, the second
time by 1.5 metres.

But floodwater reached their
house in 2011 and again for the
past six consecutive years.

Raising a house can cost be
tween $3,000-$30,000, depend
ing on its size and height, resi-
dents say.

Some families have lifted
their homes twice in just a few
years, exhausting their savings
and borrowing to get by.

Despite spending more than
one million baht raising her
home, Sawong Raksri, 87, 1s un

former colonial power France,
and then the United States as
well as its allies.

There are 230,000 graves
naticnwide for unidentified
soldiers, while thousands of
others are believed to remain
buried in remote jungles, or un
der farmland or other former
battlefields.

The government aims to re
cover 7,000 sets of remains by
July 2027, “a political task of
special importance but also a
command from the heart”, ac
cording to Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Pham Thi Thanh Tra.

More than 1,500 people have
been deployed to search old hat
tlefields in Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia, neighbouring coun
tries drawn into the war, along
side thousands more engaged
in data collection and analysis.

They are collecting samples
from the 230,000 unidentified
graves as well as conducting
DNA analysis on 18,000 sam-
Fles of remains and setting up
a genetic database of their next
of kin.

Colonel Trinh Tung Lam, part
of the project’s command team,
said their task was not easy, but
it was the “right” time for this
“most special and humane” ef-
fort.

In a lab at the Centre for DINA
Identification in Hanoi last
week, technicians carefully cut
into bone fragments separated
from remains to extract sam
Ples for DNA analysis.

Director Tran Trung Thanh
told AFP the state institution

fazed.

“It floods like this every year
recently. What's the point of
complaining?” she said.

‘Flood-free tax’

Sasin acknowledged that the
area'’s low-lying land made it a
natural route for floodwater.

“But the wvillagers have no
choice. They are being forced to
make sacrifices,” he said.

Sasin, who lives in a protect-
ed part of Ayutthaya, has pro-
posed a“flood-free tax” on those
who benefit from the defences,
to help impacted families raise
their homes and repair damage.

Thanet from the irrigation
department said the idea war-
ranted further study to deter-
mine “how to support people
who sacrifice their land to ac
commodate floodwater”.

The government's flagship fix
is a $780 million flood diversion
canal, designed to carry 1,200
cubic metres of water, around
half the volume of an Olym-
pic-size swimming pool, per
second around the bottleneck
where the Chao Phraya narrows
through Ayutthaya.

It is expected to be completed
by 2030.

Until then, Xamonchanok
said her community was not
even demanding an end to in-
tentional flooding, but rather a
cap on water levels and finan-
cial support for those whose
homes sit below the flood line.

“all we're asking for is to be
able to live comfortably in our
own homes,” she said.

“Why can’t they give us that?

had acquired and developed “a
world-first process for handling
remaing that have undergone
severe degradation”.

Using US-funded technology
through the International Com-
mission on Missing Persons, a
pilot programme had reported
genetic data was successfully
pulled from 54 of 58 samples,
he said.

But he warned the process
was “lengthy”, and they were in
i race against time.

‘Final hope'

“As the surviving relatives and
close kin of the fallen age and
pass away, we risk losing a vital
source of reference data,"Thanh
said.

Meanwhile, “the remains con-
tinue to decompose under natu-
ral conditions”, he said, making
it harder to extract DA,

For many, finding their loved
ones has been a lifetime’s work.

Van Cong, 68, and his family
spent years touring cemeter-
ies and talking to witnesses to
discover what happened to his
uncle, who died in 1950, when
he was in his early 20s.

They believe he was among
communist combatants bur
ied in a mass grave 50 kilome-
tres from his home after an am
bush by French troops.

But “there were no opportuni
ties to excawvate” the suspected
sites, he told AFF.

Now, Cong said, the govern-
ment drive for answers is his
“final hope".
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The King Hussein Cancer Foundation and the Microfund for Women company sign a partnership
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agreament Wednesday to promote social solidarity and expand health protection for all

KHCF, Microfund for Women
partner to expand health protection

AMMAN (JT) The
King Hussein Cancer
Foundation (KHCF) and
Microfund for Women
(IMFW) signed a part
nership agreement on
Wednesday to pro
mote social solidarity
and expand access to
health protection.
Under the agreement,
MFW will enable sub
scribers to the founda
tion's Taameen Riaaya
{Care Insurance| pro
gramme to pay their
annual premiums in
instalments on acces
sible terms, with no in
terest, the Jordan News
Agency, Petra, reported.
Speaking at the sign
ing ceremony, KHCF Di
rector General Nisreen
Qatamesh  described
the partnership as an
effective model of co
operation between
the foundation and
natiomal institutions,

based on a shared wi
sion of stremgthening
health protection and
widening access to the
PTOATAIME,

She said such part
nerships translate in
stitutional cooperation
into tangible benefits
by making the pro
Eramme MoTre Accessi
ble and raising public
awareness of the im
portance of preparing
for the health and fi
nancial challenges as
sociated with cancer.

The director general
added that the initia
tive reinforces the con
cept of sustainable
health protection.

MFW Chief Executive
Officer Maha Saeed
said the apreement re
flects the company's
social and humanitar
ian responsibility to
wards all segments of
society.

She said MFW be-
lieves financial barri-
ers should not prevent
people from accessing
preventive and medi-
cal care, adding that
offering  interest-free
financing for Riaaya
premiums was a prac-
tical expression of that
commitment.

Under the agreement,
MFW will provide fi
nancing to enable peo-
ple seeking treatment
at the King Hussein
Cancer Centre through
Taameen Riaaya to pay
their subscription fees
in instalments through
simplified procedures.

KHCF, meanwhile,
will provide the neces-
sary support to ensure
the smooth implemen
tation of the agreement
and the effective deliv
ery of treatment serv
ices to patients at the
centre.

BUSINESS

ordan climbs to 6th place in

2026 Ara

ANMMAN (JT) Jor
dan climbed to sixth
place in the 2026 Arab
Digital Economy Index,
released on Wednes-
day, achieving its high
est ranking to date and
leading among digitally
emerging countries.
The Kingdom's score
rose to 59.6 points in
2026, up from 526 in
2024, according to the
Ministry of Digital
Economy and Entrepre
neurship. The improwve-
ment ended a four-edi
tion streak in seventh
place, which Jordan
had held zince 2018
Jordan's score ex
ceeded the Arab re-
gional average of 44.33
points by more than
15 points, placing the
Kingdom behind the
UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, Qatar and
Oman, the Jordan News
Agency, Petra, reported.
The Kingdom out-
performed the regional
average across all eight
pillars assessed by
the index. Its strong
est performances were
in social and econom
ic impact, with 71.85
points; cybersecurity
and data sovereignty,
with 69.7 points; and
digital governance and

institutions, with 60
points.
Jordan scored G3.8

points in both inno-
vation and emerging
technologies, and the
data economy and ar

b Digital Economy Index

i

Fhoto Courtesy of Arab Fedesation for Digital Economy

Jordan climbes to sixth place in the 2026 Arab Digital Economy Index according to Ministry of Digital Economy and

Entrepreneurship

tificial intellipence
{All, exceeding the re-
gional average by more
than 1% points in each
category.

Key improvements
between 2024 and 2026
included a rise in the
e-FOVErnment services
score from 46.8 to 75.9
points, an increase in
cybersecurity from 70.5

to 9B.2 points, and a
jump in emerging tech
nology adoption from
27.9 to 76.8 points. Jor
dan also scored a per
fect 100 in its national
Al strategy.

The report highlight
ed Jordan's strengths
in AI policy, cybersecu
rity, industrial diversi
ty, techneology adoption

and integrated public
e-Services.

However, it identi
fied seweral areas for
improvement, includ
ing digital trade logis
tics, online shopping
adoption, technology
knowledge absorp
tion, ownership of dig
ital payment tools and
start-up financing.

Every two years since
2018, the Arab Digital
Economy Index pub
lishes measures digital
readiness across the
region to help pguide
policymaking and in
vestment. The 2026 edi
tion placed particular
emphasis on digital
sovereignty and data
control, Petra reported,

Germany's Merz says cuts still needed to EU budget plan

BERLIN (AFF) - German
Chanecellor Friedrich
Merz said on Thursday
that more cuts were still
needed to the European
Union's proposed budget
but insisted he wanted a
deal by the end of the year
Treland, which holds the
EU's rotating presidency,
sugpested at the week
end slashing the bloc's
next proposed seven
budget by 141 hillion en
mos (5157 billion), seeking
to bridge deep divisions
over the spending plans.
It came after Germany,
Europe's biggest econo
my, led a drive for major
cutbacks to an earlier
proposal by Brussels of
nearly 2 trillion euros.
Ahead of an EU summit
starting Friday, Merz told
parliament that only “lim
ited" funds were available.
“We will therefore not
be able to avoid further
reducing the current pro
posal in all areas,” he said.
“We vill have less at our
disposal than was origi

AFP photo

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz addresses delegates on
Wednesday at the Bundestag {lower house of parliament)
in Berlin, on the eve of a two-day EU summit to take place in

Brussels from October 15t0 16

nally planned by the [Eu
ropean) Commission

‘At the same time
we want to set the pri
orities more clearly and
correcthy.

Noting  negotiations
were entering the "deci
sive phase”, he insisted
it was his “firm inten
tion that we should bring
them to a good conclu
sion hefore the end of this
year .

Germany's  calls  for
spending restraint have
put it at loggerheads
with France, the EUs
second-higgest  economy,
which argues the con
tinent needs sufficient
means to match growing
challenges.

The EU wants a deal by
Christmas, fearing that
any delay would push the
talks into a difficult elec
tion year with worries

about what eurosceptic
victories in France and
elsewhere would mean
for future dealmaking.

Merz also said he and
French President Em
manuel Macron had put
forward proposals on
trade protection, which
would be debated at the
summit.,

He did not name China
directly, but concems
have been growing in the
EU about the threat posed
by increasing Chinese
competition in  sectors
ranging from cars to fac-
tory equipment.

“We will no longer
stand idly by when other
states harm our economy
through high subsidies,
artificially devalued cur
rencies, overcapacity and
agpressive pricing,” Merz
said

“Anyone who seeks a
trade conflict with us
will find that we are now
prepared to fight back

and with appropriate
Tesponses.”

Asian stocks mostly down as tech firms struggle to claw back losses

HONG EKONG (AFF)
Asian stocks mostly fell
on Wednesday as inves
tors struggled to claw
back the previous day's
steep tech losses follow
ing disappointing com
ments from Dutch giant
ASML, with focus turning
to US inflation data.

Tech firms took a ham
mering on Tuesday amid
concerns about China's
progress in developing
artificial intelligence
chips and following com
ments by Broadcom's
boss likening the AT buy
ing frenzy to gambling.

The ructions felt in
Seoul and Tokyo — which
hawe big tech weight
ings saw glants SK
hynix and Advantest suf
fer huge losses, pushing
them back towards levels
last seen following their
SUIIIMET Tout.

Al three  markets
bounced early on
Wednesday as the same
firms provided much
needed support, but were

unable to maintain mo
mentum and Tokyo and
Seoul ended lower, with
traders disappointed
by eamnings from chip
equipment maker ASMIL.
Taipei closed highern:

The firm, a critical cog
in the global economy
and a bellwether for the
semiconductor sector, an
nounced a jump in third
quarter net profit and
hiked its full-year sales
forecast citing huge de
mand for Al and vowing
to scale up production.

Howrever, it warned de
mand was currently out
stripping supply and it
was seeking ways to boost
capacity for 2028 beyond
a 30-percent increase al
ready anmounced.

Taiwan's TSMC, which
makes advanced proces
sors for companies in
cluding Nvidia and Ap
ple, is due to report on
Thursday.

Ahead of the ASML an
nouncement, Saxo Mar
kets' Charu Chanana

said: "After a strong first
half [of 2026], semicon
ductor stocks have come
under pressure as higher
bond yields, geopolitical
uncertainty and concerns
about the scale of AI
capital expenditure hawve
prompted investors to re
assess valuations.

“The recent selloff
across US and Asian
chipmakers suggests that
strong demand alone
may no longer be enough
to sustain the rally.”

The results of ASML
and TSMC "offer a useful
health check on the AT in
vestment cycle”,

"TSMC tells us whether
demand for advanced
chips continues to accel-
erate, while ASML tells
us whether chipmakers
are investing in enough
equipment to meet that
demand."

SK hynix and Advantest
ended lower.

There were also losses
in Shanghai, with inves
tors appearing unmoved

by data showing China's
exports picked up pace
in September and soared
36.3 per cent, far more
than expected.

Heong Kong, Sydney,
Singapore, Manila, Mum
bai and Bangkok all fell,
although there were
gains in Wellington and
Jakarta.

London was flat while
Faris and Frankfurt rose.

The gains were helped
by hopes that the US Fed
eral Reserve could avoid
hiking rates further next
year, after the hanlt's New
York boss suggested the
policy board could hold
off after lifting once more
this year.

‘1 haven't changed my
view that it may be ap
propriate to have one
more rate hike Johm
Williams told Bloomberg
News in an interview.

I don't think at this
time I hawve any reason
to believe that we would
need to do more” after
that.

GAS

Diesel supplies to remain 'tight" into 2027 — IEA

PARIS (AFP) Die
sel supply dismuptions
in the Gulf stemming
from the US war apainst
Iran will keep the mar-
ket tight into 2027, the
International  Energy
Agency (IEA} said on
Wednesday, as it will
take time to rebuild de
pleted stocks.

“The gasoil market
balance will remain
tight well into 2027 and
is dependent on a recov
ery of product supply
from the Middle East”
the Paris-based agency
said in its monthly en
ergy markets report.

Diesel prices have hit
record highs across Eu
rope and in the United
States in recent weeks,
due to both reduced oil
exports from the Gulf
and damage to refiner
ies in the region from re
taliatory attacks by Itan.

Governments have
responded by reducing
fuel taxes or provid
ing subsidies, and by
releasing strategic re
serves that will need to
be rebuilt.

AFP phioto

A motorist fills his car at a Total Energies petrol station in Faches-Thumesnil near Lille, northern

France on August 10, 2023

The IEA predicted
that refining capacity
will recover and lead to
a surplus on the diesel
market in the first quar
ter of next year, "lifting
stocks broadly in line
with normal seasonal
patterns".

But that will not ful
ly compensate for the
deficit accumulated
since the US and Israel
launched strikes against
Iran in late February,
which sent energy pric
es soaring around the
globe.

And if Gulf supplies
do not return to normal
levels soon, "further de-
mand reductions and
the Theavy economic
costs these will entail
may be needed to bal
ance markets", the IEA
warned.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

| sl aoy |

ANMAN (TT)

Amman Stock Exchange (ASE)

trading value for Wednesday amounted to JD
17.4 million spread over 6.8 million shares
that traded through 5,609 transactions.

The ASE share price index shed 0.98 per
cent, closing at 4222.01 points.

Out of 108 companies whose shares were
traded, the share price of 52 companies rose
while the share price of another 29 declined.

Topping the list of the companies whose
shares gained the most were Latent Energies
for Investments by 4.8 per cent, Jordanian
Real Estate Company for Development by
4.17 per cent, Middle East Holding by 4.15 per
cent, Jordan Petroleum Refinery by 4.12 per
cent, and Middle East Insurance by 4 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the
most were Jordan Investment Trust by 4.41
per cent, Jordanian Company for Developing
and Financial Investment by 4.28 per cent,
High Performance Real Estate Investments by
4.26 per cent, International Arabian Develop
ment and Investment Trading Company by 4
per cent, and Zara Investment Holding by 3.85

per cent.
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Economic
Cost: Annual
loss to Jordan's
economy.

By Hadeel E1Bis

hat will peaple
‘ ‘ say?” For some
pecple living
with mental
health con-
ditions, that

question can weigh heavier than the condi-
tion itself. Fear of being judged, or branded
weak or "mad”, leads some to hide what
they are going through for vears, enduring
anxiety, depression and other disorders in
silence despite needing help.

Others have begun to treat a visit to a
psychiatrist as a normal part of looking
after their health, just as they would see a
doctor for any physical symptom. The shift
comes as demand for mental health services
grows, amid accumulated economic and
social pressures, the fallour from regional
crises and the Covid-1p pandemie. Access
to treatment and early intervention is there-
fore a public health and societal issue, not
merely an individual one.

A 2024 World Health Organisation
(WHO) report on mental health in Jordan
puts prevalence at about 15.18 per cent,

Prevalence: Population living
with mental conditions.
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tigma Still Keeps J
rom Seeking Psych

based on Global Burden of Disease zo1g
data. That indicates the scale of need, but
does not mean Jordanhas a recent, compre-
hensive national survey.

D Alaa Farroukh, president of the Jor-
danian Psychiatric Association, says the
figure should not be treated as definitive, as
no study covers all governorates, age groups
and communities. A national study is now
urgently needed, he said.

Rising demand, strained services

Farroukh sees two contradictory meanings
in the growing number of people attending
psychiatric clinies: a positive one, reflecting
greater awareness and willingness to seek
help, and another reflecting the level of psy-
chological pressure on individuals.

Health Ministry data he cites show the
capital's five psychiatric clinics see around
zoo patients a day. Higher demand does
not necessarily mean morve illness alone, he
stresses; it may also reflect a lower psycho-
logical barrier to seeking treatment.

Globally, the WHO estimates about 1.2
billion people, roughly one in seven, were
living with a mental disorder in 2023, while
most of those needing cave still do not

receive effective services.

In Jordan, the problem is also one of
human resources. The WHO's Mental
Health Atlas 2024 puts the number of psy-
chiatrists at about 0.8 pet 100,000 people,
against roughly one mental healthworker of
any kind per 100,000,

Farroukh says psychiatrist numbers have
improved in recent years but remain short
of need. He calls for investment in training
psychiatrists, psychologists and psychother-
apists, and for dividing roles among them
rather than leaving psychiatrists alone to
bear the burden.

A culture of shame

Despite greater awareness, stigma remains
one of the main obstacles to seeking treat-
ment, according to Farroukh. Some people
fear that seeing a psychiatrist will damage
their image; some families worry about the
effect on social ties or marriage prospects;
and some young people fear a psychiatric
record could harm their job prospects.
Such fears canlead people to delay treat-
ment, though delay can make problems
more complex. His message to anyone with
psychological symptoms is clear: Do not be

ordanians
iatric Help
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ashamed to ask for help, because mental ill-
ness is treatable and early intervention can
spare years of suffering.

The cost of inaction is also economic. A
WHO study shows mental disorders cost
Jordan's economy about JD251.8 million in
20123, equivalent to o.75 per cent of GDF,
with productivity losses alone reaching
about JDo&.7 million.

Free treatment, limited resources

Government mental health services are free
for Jordanian citizens, Farroukh says, and
health insurance is not required to attend
Health Ministry clinics. Private-sector fees,
however, can be a barrier for some families.
Some public-sector doctors may see dozens
of patients a day, limiting the time available
for each.

Dr Mohammad Al Tuaani, director of the
Mational Centre for Mental Health, says
that the ministry and the centre provide the
largest share of mental health services in
the kingdom. He says the number of minis-
try psychiatric clinics roge from about 30 in
2014 to 72 today, and the number of minis-
try psychiatrists to about 120, fram 20 to 30
more than a decade ago.

Shortage: Psychiatrists per

100,000 people.

Expansion:
Ministry clinics
growth over a
decade.

Most patients are seen the same day, he
says, medication is provided free where
needed, and talking therapy is available at
a number of clinics, particularly ourside the
capital.

Tuaani stresses that patients’ privacy and
dignity are fundamental rights. Students
and trainees may attend sessions only with
the patient's consent, and patients may
refuse without affecting the service they
receive. He also warns against turning to
people offering psychological services with-
out qualificarions or a licence, urging the
public to check that a provider is licensed
by the Health Ministry rather than relying
on social media content,

Jordan is also moving to integrate mental
health into primary care and train family
doctors to handle a range of conditions. Yet
a 2026 WHO report noted that the health
system still faces challenges, including
stigma, limited mental health literacy, and
limited integration of services in schools
and communities.

On World Mental Health Day, marked on
10 October, the key message goes beyond
adding clinics or doctors. Access to treat-
ment begins with breaking down the barrier
that stops peaple asking for help.




