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King, in call with Saudi crown
prince, condemns attacks

on Saudi Arabia, expresses
solidarity with Saudi people

AMMAN {JT} — His
Majesty King Abdul
lah, during a phone call
on Monday with Saudi
Crown Prince Mcham-
med Bin Salman Bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud, the
prime minister of Sau-
di Arabia, extended his
condolences over the
victims of the attacks
targeting Saudi Arabia.

His Majesty reiter

ated Jordan's con
demnation of these at-
tacks, affirming its full
solidarity with Saudi
Arabia and its sup
port for the country's
measures, under the
leadership of Custo
dian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Salman
Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud
of Saudi Arabia, to en-
sure its security, sover-

eignty and safety of its
pecple, according to a
Royal Court statement.

For his part, Crown
Prince Mohammed
Bin Salman expressed
his condolences over
the death of a Jorda-
nian citizen as a result
of these attacks, and
wished the injured
Jordanians a speedy
TECOVETY.
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King holds talks with Malaysia
monarch in Kuala Lumpur

ANMAN (IT) — His Maj
esty King Ahdullah on
Monday held talks with
Malaysia's King Sul-
tan Ibrahim Ibni Sultan
Iskandar at the Istana
Negara in Kuala Lumpur,
during which they dis
cussed the long-standing
relations between Jordan
and Malaysia and recent
regional developments.
His Majesty thanked
Sultan Ibrahim for his
warm hospitality, not-
ing that the visit reflects
the depth of relations
between the two coun
tries and will contribute
to building on that close
partnership to develop
cooperation across  all
fields, according to a
Royal Court statement.
Speaking about region
al developments, the King
underscored that current
dangerous  escalations
must be halted. express
ing Jordan's readiness
to work with Malaysia

i
I

His Majesty says his visit to Malaysia reflects depth of relations between two countries
King expresses Jordan's readiness to work with Malaysia to address challenges facing region

His Majesty emphasises need to stop Israel’s violations in region, including its actions in West Bank, Jerusalem
Sultan |brahim highlights significance of King's visit, underlines the heritage of Royal families of two countries
King bestows on Sultan lbrahim Order of Al Hussein Bin Ali, in recognition of distinguished Jordan-Malaysia relations

Phioio cowrtesy of Royal Court

His Majesty King Abduillah, at the start of his state visit to Malaysia, holds talks with King Sultan Ibrahim lbni Sultan Iskandar at
the National Palace of Malaysia in Kuala Lumpur. Discussions covered the strong ties between Jordan and Malaysia, as well as

key regional developments

to address challenges
facing the region and en
hance regional peace and
SECUTItY.

His Majesty empha

sised the need to stop
Israel's violations in the
region, including its ac
tions in the West Bank
and Jerusalem, and at

tempts to alter the exist-
ing historical and legal
status gquo of Muslim
and Christian heoly sites,
noting that the immense

suffering of the Palestin
ian people in Gaza con
tinues unabated.

Continued on page 5

King meets with Malaysia PM

AMMAN (JT) — His Maj
esty King Abdullah met
with Malaysia Prime
Minister Anwar Ihra
him in Kuala Lumpur on
Monday, to discuss ways
of strengthening Jor
danian-Malaysian rela
tions and cooperation in
a number of areas.

His Majesty empha
sised the importance of
building on this visit to
further enhance bilater
al ties, which span more
than 60 years, as well as
to increase dialogue on
regional and interna
ticnal issues of mutual
interest, according to a
Royal Court statement.

The King reaffirmed
Jordan's support for ef
forts to achieve peace
and stability at regional
and international levels,
as well as diplomatic
endeavours to resolve
conflicts, protect civil
ians and facilitate the
delivery of aid, noting
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His Majesty King Abdullah meets with Malaysia Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim in Kuala Lumpur
on Monday, to disciiss ways of strengthening Jordanian-Malaysian relations and cooperation in

anumber of areas

the importance of close
cooperation with Malay
sia in this regard.

His Majesty highlight
ed the importance of

strengthening coordina
tion through the Organi
sation of Islamic Coop
eration to mobilise an
effective  internatiomal

response to halt Israel’s
dangerous actions in the
West Bank and its wio
lations of Muslim and
Christian holy sites in

Jerusalem.

The King reiterated
the need to support Syr
ia and Lebanon in their
efforts to maintain their
security, stahility and
sovereignty.

For his part, Prime
Minister Ibrahim em
phasised his country's
pride in its close re
lations  with Jordan
and its commitment to
strengthening joint co
operation, particularly
in the fields of technol
opy and defence.

The two sides also
agreed to reactivate the
Jordanian-Malaysian
Trade Committes, the
statement said.

Deputy Prime Minis
ter and Foreign Minister
Ayman Safadi, Direc
tor of the Office of His
Majesty Alaa Batayneh,
and Jordan's Ambassa
dor to Malaysia Ismail
Maaytah attended the
meeting.

Jordan condemns Houthi
attacks on Saudi airports

Jordan
on Monday condemned
a series of attacks by
Yemens Houthi militia
on Saudi Arabia, mclad-

AMMAN (JT)

ing strikes targeting King
Khalid International Air
port in Riyadh and King
Fahd Intermational Air
port in Dammam, which

left one resident dead,
injured several others and
caused material damage.

Continued on page 5

This screen grab from a video footage shows a Houthi missile being launched

Coalition says ballistic missile
fired at Riyadh intercepted

AMMAN ([T The
Coalition to Restore
Legitimacy in Yemen
said on Monday that
its forces intercepted a
ballistic missile fired by

the Houthis at the Saudi
capital Riyadh.
“Interception and de
struction of a ballistic
missile launched by the
terrorist Houthi militia

toward Riyadh" Maj.
Gen. Turki al Malk,
spokesman for the coali
tion, wrote on X.

Continued on page 5

HERITAGE

Jordan welcomes UNESCO resolution on Old City of Jerusalem

AMMAN (JT) — The
Ministry of Foreipgn
Affairs on  Monday
welcomed the unani
mous adoption of a
resolution on the Old
City of Jerusalem
and itz Walls by the
UNESCO Executive
Board during its 225th
gession in Paris, under
the agenda item "Oc
cupied Palesting”.
Ministry Spokes-
person Fouad DMajali
said that the resolu
tion called on Israel,
the occupying power,
to halt all illegal uni
lateral measures in
the DId City of Jerusa-
lem and its Walls that
threaten the area’s ex
ceptional cultural and
historical wvalue and
endanpger its heritage.
The resclution also
declared such meas

AP wia Gotty Images

The Dome of the Rock at the Al Agsa Mosque Compound in East Jerusalem

ures null and woid, ac-
cording to a Foreign

Ministry statement.

Majali also =aid
that the resolution
expressed regret over

the Israeli occupation
authorities' failure
to comply with calls

to halt ongoing exca-
vations,  tunnelling,
works related to the
cable car project and
other illegal activities
in East Jerusalem.

The ministry reiter
ated calls for Israel to
cease all violations.

He added that the
resclution reaffirmed
Jordan's firm position
on the 0ld City of Je-
rusalem and its Walls,
including the Islamic
and Christian holy
sites, and the need to
preserve the historic
and legal status guo
there.

The resclution also
reaffirmed previous
decisions adopted
by the UNESCO Ex-
ecutive Board and
the World Heritage
Committee regarding
Jerusalem.
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Minister of Education and Human Resources Development Azmi Mahafzah on Monday
attends an event organised by UNESCO and the Queen Rania Teacher Academy marking the

World Teachers' Day

Education Ministry, UNESCO mark World
Teachers’ Day, boost global education ties

AMBMAN (JT} — Jordan
marked World Teachers’
Day on Monday by cel
ebrating teachers’ con
tributions to learners
and communities, while
highlighting the Oueen
Rania Teacher Acad
emy's (QRTA) joining of
the Teacher Task Force.

Held under the pa
tronage of Minister of
Education and Human
Resources Develop
ment Azmi Mahafzah,
the event was organised
by UNESCO and ORTA
under the title “From
Jordan to the World:
Celebrating  Teachers
and Their Impact”, ac
cording to a UNESCO
statement.

The celebration
brought together teach
ers and natiomal and
international  educa
tion experts to dis
cuss the profession’s
role in shaping learn
ing and supporting
communities.

Mahafzah said that
teachers were central to
education and nation
building, stressing the

importance of investing
in their professional de
velopment, listening to
their voices and provid
ing an enabling work
environment.

He added that the
ministry was working
to address challenges
and strengthen local
and international part
nerships to place teach
ers at the centre of edu
cational development.

Accounts shared by a
teacher, a student and a
parent highlighted how
teachers’ influence ex
tends beyond academic
achievement, underlin
ing the importance of
relationships  between
educators, learners and
families,

UNESCO Representa
tive to Jordan Noha
Bawazir said that the
occasion recopnised
teachers’ dedication
and their lasting im
pact on learners and
communities.

“Sixty years after the
adoption of the ILOY
UNESCO Recommen
dation concerning the

Status  of Teachers,
supporting teachers
remains a shared pri
ority,” Bawazir said,
highlighting UNESCO's
partnership with the

ministry and ORTA
to advance quality
education.

ORTAs joining of the
Teacher Task Force was
presented as a step link
ing Jordan's experience
in teacher development
with the international
education community.

QORTA CEQ Abdelma
jeed Shamlawi said that
continuous profession
al development was es
sential to strengthening
education.

He said that joining
the task force connect
ed Jordan's experience
with the global teach
ing community and re
affirmed the academy's
commitment to sup
porting teachers and
improving education.

The event highlighted
teachers’ role in shap
ing the future of educa
tion and the communi
ties they serve.

'Geopolitical tensions, rising airfares drive
8.7% drop in Jordanians travelling abroad'

ANMAN (JT) The
number of Jordanians
travelling abroad for
tourism fell by 8.7 per
cent in the first eight
months of 2026, as re-
gional tensions, uncer
tainty ower air travel
and rising ticket prices
prompted more people
to consider domestic
holidays.

Preliminary  figures
from the Ministry of
Tourism, based on Cen-
tral Bank of Jordan data
and cited by Al Mam-
laka, show that about
1.066 million Jordani
ans travelled abroad for
tourism between Janu-
ary and August, down
from approximately
1.167 million in the
same period last year.

The decline amount
ed to around 101,100
travellers.

In remarks to Al Mam-
laka, Mahmoud Kha-
sawneh, president of
the Association of Tour-
ism and Travel Agents,
attributed the fall to
geopolitical  tensions
across the region and
uncertainty surround
ing flight schedules.

He said that travellers
were concerned about
possible  cancellations
and delays to their re-
turn journeys.

Khasawneh said that
the fipures also pointed
to a shift towards do
mestic  tourism, with
Jordanians taking ad
vantage of the govern
ment-backed Urdunna
Jannah pProgramme
or making bookings
directly.

Jordan offers a range
of domestic tourism
options, including his
torical sites, natural at

Quieen Alia International Airport

tractions and adventure
activities, he added.

Khasawneh said that
regional tensions had
also reshaped Jordani
ans' preferred external
destinations. Syria had
become the leading des
tination, partly because
it could be reached
without air travel, fol
lowed by Turkey and
Egypt.

Hussein Hilalat,
president of the Jordan
Hotels Association, at
tributed the decline in
outhound tourism part
ly to higher airfares, as
well as challenging eco
nomic conditions.

Monthly figures show
uneven declines

The number of Jorda-
nians travelling abroad
increased in three of
the first eight months of
2026 compared with the
corresponding months
im 2025,

Departures rose by
1.6 per cent in Janu
ary, 7.5 per cent in May
and 3 per cent in Au

Mobile data usage in Jordan rises 29% in Q2 — TRC

ANIMAN (TT) The
Telecommunications
Regulatory Commission
(TRC) has puhblished its
statistical report for
the second gquarter of
2026, highlighting key
performance  indicators
across the telecommuni
cations sector.

Mobile broadhand
subscriptions grew 2.4
per cent to 8.4 million in
02 2026, compared with
8.2 million in 02 2025,
the Jordan News Agency,
Petra, reported.

Prepaid plans account
ed for 61 per cent of to-
tal subscriptions, while
postpaid plans made up
39 per cent.

Voice and data lines
represented 79 per cent
of total subscriptions,
while data-only lines
stood at 21 per cent.

Mobile voice call traf
fic reached around 7
billion minutes, divided
into 97 per cent local and

The Telecommunications Regulatory Commission says that mobile 5G subscriptions surged
23 per cent to 533,000 in Q2 2026, up from 433,000 in Q1 2026

3 per cent international
calls.

Text messaging fell
476 per cent to 180 mil
lion SMS's, down from
344 million in 02 2025,
according to the TRC.

Mobile  penetration
reached 69 per cent of
the total population and
106.2 per cent among in
dividuals over 15.

Mobile data usage rose
29 per cent to 935 mil
lion gigabwytes, compared
with 724 million giga
bytes in 02 2025, accord
ing to the report.

Mobile 5G subscrip
tions surged 23 per cent
to 533,000 in 02 2026, up
from 433,000 in (1 2026,
and grew 121.6 per cent
compared with 240,500

subscriptions recorded
in 02 2025,

Fixed hroadband inter-
net subscriptions grew
1.3 per cent to 530,000,
achieving a household
penetration rate of 33 per
cent,

Fibre connections com
prised Bl percent of fixed
Internet  subscriptions
with 672,000 users, while

Fixed Wireless Broad
band Access (FBWA) held
14.4 per cent, xDSL held
4.2 per cent, and satel

lite Intermet reached
approximately 1,200
subscriptions.

Fixed broadband

data usage rose 28.5 per
cent to 1.8 billion gi
gabytes, averaging 749
gigabytes monthly per
subscription.

Fixed woice service
subscriptions  dropped
1.2 per cent to 478,000,
with residential users ac
counting for 67 per cent
and commercial users 33
per cent. Fixed voice call
traffic fell 17 per cent to
8.2 million minutes, split
between B0 per cent do
mestic and 20 per cent
international calls.

Leased line subscrip
tons increased 4.8 per
cent to reach 26,000 by
the end of 02 2026, com
pared with 24800 in 02
2025.

Ayn Qasiyya skeleton offers fresh insights
into prehistoric Levantine societies

By Saeb Rawashdeh

ANMMNIAN The Early
Epipalaeolithic site of
fyn Qasiyya is located
in the Azragq Oasis, a
formerly lush wet and
marshland setting with
in the Irano-Tuhranian
steppe and Saharo-Ara-
bian desert of south-west
Asia, situated circa 100
kilometres east of Am:
marL

The region has a rich
local sequence of pre-
historic settlement, in
which sites dating to the
Early, Middle and Late
Epipalaeolithic are well
represented.

The site is located im:
mediately north of the
Ayn Qasiyya pool, which
was formerly a small
pond associated with a
copious spring.

“While excavations in
Area C revealed a channel
fill containing a mixed
lithic assemblage, con-
sisting of Early Epipal
aeolithic, Natufian and

Photo oowrtesy of Jay Stodk

An Early Epipalasolithic sitting burial from the Azrag Oasis,

Jordan

PPNE diagnostic chipped
stone  artefacts, Areas
A, B and D revealed ex
clusively Early Epipal
aeolithic artefacts,” said
Professor Tobias Richter
from The University of
Copenhagen.

Preserved skeletal el
ements of Ayn Qasiyya
include a fragmentary
cranial wault, including
portions of the frontal, oc.
cipital, left and right pari

etal and temporal bones,
maxillaz, mandible and
a partial dentition, a par
tial right clavicle, right
and left humeri, diaphy
ses of the left radius and
ulna, left and right fem
ora, thiae and fibulae,
Richter continued.

The professor added
that little was preserved
of the thorax and pelvis,
apart from fragmentary
left and right mid-thorac

ic ribs, fragments of the
right and left sacral alae,
the right acetabulum and
a few fragments of verte
bral bodies.

"The bones of the right
foot are better preserved
than the left, with most
elements  represented,
while the left consists of
a partial calcaneus and
metatarsal fragments.”

‘all wisible long bone
epiphyses are fused, and
the dentition is char
acterizsed by extremely
heavy tooth wear, with
significant exposure of
dentine on most molars,
which suggests either
that the individual is an
adult of middle to older
age or that tooth wear
was particularly rapid,”
Richter said.

While the state of pres-
ervation precludes ob
servation of many typi
cally sexually dimorphic
traits, several charac
teristics of the skull and
mandible sugpest that
this skeleton is that of a

male, the professor said.

“An estimate of the
length of the frapmentary
right femur taken with
the bones in situ indi
cates a maximum length
of approxdmately 431
millimetres, which sug
gests a relatively small
adult stature of approxi
mately 161 centimetres,
using a regression equa
tion developed for an
cient Egyptians,” Richter
said.

This, in combination
with the relatively small
stature of Ayn Oasiyya
1, is consistent with
a pattern of morpho
logical heteropgeneity in
the Levant prior to the
MNatufian, the professor
said.

“fyn Qasiyya 1 pro
vides evidence for a hith
erto not fully recognised
burial practice in the Ear
ly Epipalaeolithic Levant:
Exposure or placement
of dead corpses in open,
unaltered swrroundings,”
Richter added.

gust, while the remain
ing months recorded
declines.

April saw the steep
est fall, with departures
dropping by 382 per
cent. This was followed
by March, down 21.3 per
cent, February, down
198 per cent, June,
down 10.3 per cent and
July, down 2.4 per cent.

Domestic tourism
Programimes appear
to be playing a grow
ing role in encouraging
Jordanians to explore
destinations within the
country.

An opinien poll con
ducted by the Universi
ty of Jordan's Centre for
Strategic Studies found
that 73.3 per cent of re-
spondents were aware
of domestic tourism ini-
tiatives, including Ur

dunna Jannah.
Meanwhile, B3 per
cent of the mnational

sample said that such
programmes had en
couraged citizens to
travel within Jordan,

The Ministry of Tour
ism and Antiquities
previously told Al WMam
laka that some 211,000
people had participated
in the Urdunna Jannah
programme from the
beginning of 20268 to
early October.

Participation in the
domestic tourism pro
gramme reached some
211,000  participants
since its launch, Pro
gramme Director Ah
mad Rifai has recently
said.

Rifai said that the
programme  undergoes
continuous updates
through adding new
destinations and as
sessing participant
feedback, according to
Al Mamlaka.

Rifai noted that 141
tourism offices have
benefited from the ini
tiative, alongside 6,654
buses and tour guides,
115 participating res
taurants, and 106 ac
commodation facilities.

The Ministry of Tour

JT file

ism and Antigquities
aims to reach 220,000
beneficiaries  through
the programme dur
ing 2026, focusing on
expanding trips to less
visited destinations and
supporting areas affect
ed by regional circum

stances,  particularly
Petra.
Overnight  benefici

aries exceeded 83,000,
bringing total overnight
stays to 85,000 nights.

The programme aims
to stimulate domestic
tourism and encourage
citizens to explore na
tional destinations by
providing diverse, sub
sidised tourist experi
ences with trip cost be
ing subsidised by up to
60 per cent.

Plans include ex-
panding participaticn
to cover over 400 local

projects comprising
restaurants, hotels, and
tourism experiences

and introducing over 60
tourist routes across all
EOVEernorates.
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The British Council brings together more than 500 educators, school leaders, policymakers
and international education partners in Amman for its 2026/27 Partner Schools Teachers’
Continuing Professional Development Forum and Partner Schools Leaders’ Conference

British Council brings together over 500
educators to discuss future-ready schools

AMDAN (TT) The
British Council brought
together more than 500
educators, school lead
ers, policymakers and
international educa
tion partners in Amman
for its 2026/27 Partner
Schools Teachers' Con
tinuing Professional De
velopment Forum and
Partner Schools Leaders’
Conference.

Held under the theme
“Education That Matters:
Building Skills, Creating
Opportunity and Driving
Economic Growth”, the
annual events brought
together more than
250 teachers, over 200
school leaders and rep
resentatives from more
than 115 British Council
Partner Schools, accord
ing to a British Council
statement.

The events examined
how leadership, in
novation and interna
tional collaboration can
strengthen  education
and prepare learners
for changing workforce
demands.

Opening the events
were British Ambas
sador to Jordan Philip
Hall and British Council
Head of Market Jordan
Ameera Manna, along-
side representatives
from the Ministry of
Education, the Ministry
of Higher Education and
Scientific Research, and

UK awarding organisa
tions Cambridge, Pear
son and OxfordACsd,

Both days featured
keynote sessions by edu-
cational leadership con
sultant Kathleen 0'Hare
on future-ready leader
ship and teaching.

The teachers’ forum
included interactive
workshops,  including
“Make Leamning Stick:
Refining Practice for
Greater Impact”, deliv
ered by Audai Ababneh,
a senior teacher educa
tor from the Oueen Ra
nia Teacher Academy
tearm.

Other sessions led by
British Council experts
covered exploratory ac
tion research, pedagogy,
safepuarding and stu
dent well-being. The
forum concluded with
certificates and awards
recopnising teachers’ ex
cellence and inmovation.

The leaders’ confer
ence focused on whole
school transforma
tion and how strategic
leadership can improve
teaching quality, organi
sational resilience and
student  achievement.
Fanel discussions facili
tated by O'Hare exam
ined how future-ready
schools could align with
Jordan's Economic Vi
siom 2030

Members of the St
dents Counselling Com

mittee also  discussed
ways to empower stu-
dents to shape their
education. The confer
ence concluded with an
awards CETEMOonY Tecog
nising outstanding Part
ner Schoals.

Contributions  from
government Tepresenta
tives, the British em-
bassy, UK awarding or
ganisations, universities
and private-sector em-
Floyers highlighted the
role of collaboration in
strengthening  Jordan's
education system.

Manna said that pre
paring young people
for the future required
education systems that
embraced  innovation,
invested in  teachers
and empowered school
leaders.

“Through the Partner
Schools network, the
British Council contin-
ues to create opportuni
ties for collaboration,
professional growth
and international part
nership that strenpgthen
education and expand
opportunity for future
generations,” she added.

The British Council
said that the discussions
would continue through
out the 2026/27 academ-
ic year as it worked with
Fartner Schools, govern
ment institutions and
UK education partners
to turn ideas into action.
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Ayman Safadi on Sunday meets with Malaysian Foreign Minister

Mohamad Hasan

Jordan, Malaysia sign agreements
on consultations, diplomatic training

AMMAN (JT) Depu
ty Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Af
fairs Ayman Safadi on
Sunday met with Ma
laysian Foreipn Min

ister Mohamad Hasan
on the sidelines of the
state visit by His Maj
esty King Abdullah to
Malaysia.

Safadi and Hasan

signed two exchanges
of notes covering bi
lateral consultations
between Jordam and
Malaysia, and coopera
tion between the Jor

Media forum concludes with calls to protect
press freedom, combat disinformation

AMMAN (TT) The
fourth Future of Media
and Communication Fo
rum concluded on Mon
day after two days of
discussions on artificial
intellipence (AT), digital
transformation, press
freedom, media cred
ibility and impunity for
crimes against journal
ists in conflict zones.

HRH Princess Rym
Ali attended the clos
ing main panel, titled
“The Ministry of Infor
mation and the Chal
lenges of the Independ
ent Media Landscape”,
which brought together
information and media
officials from Jordan,
Lebanon, Syria, Pales
tine and Egypt.

Minister of Govern
ment Communication
Mohammad  Momani
stressed that media
plays a wital role in
public awareness and
national security, call
ing for professional,
independent outlets
capable of constructive
criticism and responsi
ble reporting, according
to organisers.

He said that media
legislation should pro
tect society from hate
speech and incitement

without restricting
freedom of expression,
adding that criticism of
public policies remains
a core element of me
dia practice, the Jordan
News Agency, Petra,
reported.

Syrian
Information
Minister Khaled
Zaatar said
that restoring
public trust and
credibility was
essential to the
future of media

Lebanese Information
Minister Paul Morcos
said Al and digital ad.
vances would not re
place human intellect,
stressing the need for
independent official
media that serves the
public rather than po
litical factions.

Syrian  Information
Minister Khaled Zaa
tar said that restoring
public trust and cred

ibility was essential to
the future of media. He
revealed that a draft

media law had been
prepared  to  replace
custodial SENtENCces

with financial fines,
guarantee access to in
formation and empower
independent and alter
native outlets.

General  Supervisor
of Official Palestin
ian Media Ahmad Assaf
warned that technology
and AI were increas
ingly being used to
target Palestinians and
distort their narrative.
He called for digital
independence, contin
ued Arab media atten
tion to the Palestinian
cause and urgent inter
national action to hold
those responsible for
targeting  journalists
accountable.

Chairman of Egypt's
National Media Author
ity Abmed Muslimani
said state media must
adapt to competition
from digital platforms
while preserving cul
tural wvalues and na
tional identity. He also

warned against pri-
oritising  commercial
interests over media
integrity.

dan Diplomatic Insti
tute and the Malaysian
Institute of Diplomacy
and Foreign Relations,
according to a ministry
statement.

Issawi attends funeral of Jordanian
killed in Riyadh airport attack

AMMAN (JT) Royal
Court Chief Youssef
Issawi on Monday at
tended the funeral
of Mahmoud Hasan
Bargawi, who was
killed in Saudi Arabia
im an attack that target
ed King Khalid Interna
tional Airport in Riya
dh two days earlier.

Issawi conveyed the
condolences of His
Majesty King Abdullah
and His Royal Highness
Crown Prince Hussein
to the family of the de
ceased, Al Mamlaka TV
reported.

The Ministry of For
eign Affairs and Expa
triates announced on
Sunday that a Jorda
nian national had been
killed and four others
injured in the attack.

The ministry said
that two of the injured
Jordanians had been
discharged from hos
pital, while two women
remained under medi
cal care.

It added that it was

Al Mamlala TV photo

Royal Court Chief Youssef Issawi on Monday attends the funeral of Mahmoud Hasan Bargawi,
who was killed in Saudi Arabia in an attack that targeted King Khalid International Airport

monitoring their con
ditions in coordination
with Saudi authorities
and working to facili
tate the repatriation of
the deceased's remains
to Jordan.

The ministry also re

JSF urges incentives to help
SMEs adopt sustainability standards

AMMAN (JT) Small
and medinm-sized en
terprises (SMEs}, which
account for 98.1 per
cent of businesses in
Jordan, need financial
incentives and practi
cal guidance to adopt
environmental, social
and pgovernance (ESG)
practices and remain
competitive, according
to a policy paper pub-
lished by the Jordan
Strategy Forum [J5F)L

The paper, titled
"ESG: A Strategic Op
portunity for SMEs"
and published in co-
operation with the
German Agency for
International Coop-
eration (GIZ), said that
ESG practices can help
SMEs cut costs, man
age risks, improve com-
petitiveness and access
financing and foreign
markets, while mnon
compliance could ex
clude them from supply
chains.

Globally, companies
listed on stock ex
chanpges that disclose
sustainability data ac
count for 91 per cent of
total market capitalisa
tion, according to the

General view of Amman

OECD's 2025 report.
Corporate  sustaina
ble bonds reached $2.4
trillion by late 2024,
while only 25 per cent
of SMEs in the Euro-
pean Union had dewvel
oped an ESG strategy.
In Jordan, ESG adop
tion is growing among
major companies listed
on the Amman Stock
Exchange [ASE), in line
with the Economic
Modernisation Vision,
national green growth
plans and the coun

try's commitment to
reducing  greenhouse
gas emissions by 31 per
cent by 2030, according
to the paper:

The ASE instructed
the top 20 companies
on its ASE20 index in
2022 to issue sustain-
ability reports in ac
cordance with Global
Reporting Initiative
standards. It has also
introduced a climate
disclosure framework
that will take effect in
2027, requiring compli

iterated Jordan's con
demnation of attacks
launched by the Houthi
militia against Saudi
Arahia, reaffirming the
Kingdom's solidarity
with Riyadh in safe
guarding its security

ance with IFRS 81 and
[FRS 52 standards.
Despite these devel
opments, more than 60
per cent of SMEs sur
veyed by Amman Arah
University reported
facing general finan
cial comstraints, with
many viewing sustain
ability compliance as
an additional cost. A
separate GIZ survey
found that 13.8 per cent
of 500 surveyed SMEs
classified themselves
as green businesses,

and stahility and the
safety of its citizens
and residents.

It also commend
ed Saudi authorities
for providing medi

cal care to the injured
Jordanians.

indicating potential for
wider adoption.

The paper identified
the Voluntary Sustaina
bility Reporting Stand
ard fornon-listed SMEs
as a practical tool for
businesses, particular
ly exporters, seeking to
navigate international
requirements such as
the European Union's
Carbon Border Adjust-
ment Mechanism.

On financing, the
Central Bank of Jor
dan's 2023 Green Fi
nance Strategy aims to
increase green financ
ing to 30 per cent of
total credit by 2028
The Green Economy
Financing Facility has
provided $41 million,
equivalent to JD29 mil
lion, to support 760
sustainable investment
projects.

The J5F called on pol
icymakers to introduce
sector-specific ESG
guidelines, expand fi
nancial incentives and
provide capacity-build
ing programmes in Ara
bic to help SMEs adopt
sustainable practices
and strengthen their
competitiveness.

JAGA to train 1,450 Syrian public sector employees in 2027

AMMAN (JT) The
Jordanian Academy for
Government Adminis
tration (JAGA) is pre
paring to train 1,450
Syrian public sector
employees in 2027
with support from the
EU, as part of efforts
to expand its train
ing programmes and
strengthen public sec
tor capabilities, Head
of Partnerships Manal
Damen said on Monday.

Damen said that the
academy had shifted
from offering short
training courses to
building a flexible,
cumulative nation
al learning system
aimed at strengthening
knowledge and apply
ing it to support devel
opment, Al Mamlaka TV
reported.

She said that the
academy designs pro
grammes to develop

competencies accord
ing to job categories,
including  leadership
and public sector em
ployees, based on each

group’s mneeds and
ohjectives.
The programmes

focus on applying ac
quired knowledge in
the workplace, measur
ing training outcomes
and assessing their
impact on government
performance and the

quality of services
provided to citizens,
Damen said.

She added that the
academy draws on spe
cialised and experi
enced trainers from its
own staff, and through
partnerships with lo
cal community institu
tions, universities and
academic institutions.

The academy also
seeks to benefit from
local and regional expe

rience in digital trans
formation and artificial
intelligence to improve
government perform
ance and enhance the
efficiency of public in
stitutions, she said.

Damen added that
the academy  had
signed Memoranda of
Understanding  with
the Palestine School
of Government and a
separate Memorandum
with Morocco.

Police arrest 62 alleged drug dealers, 127 users in one week

i B Vil
ANNAN The Anti
Marcotics  Department

(AND) on Sunday reiterat
ed its warning to alleged
crystal meth users and
dealers that its "strict se
curity” campaign against
them is ongoing.

The waming came
in the 11th week of its
campaign, along with
an awareness operation
that was initiated by AND
in cooperation with the
Media and Community
Policing Directorate al
most two months ago to
combat the use of Crys
tal meth in Jordanian

society.

The law-enforcement
agency said it arrested
62 alleped drug dealers
in 129 new cases over the
past week, Police Spokes
person Brig. Gen. Amer
Sartawi said.

In addiden, the police

official told The Jordan
Times that AND officers
arrested 127 alleged Crys
tal meth users and seized
“3,806 klogrammes of
the deadly substance”.
“Individuals  caught
dealing or using this

deadly substance will re
ceive harsh punishment
and strict administrative
procedures,” the police
official warned.

Crystal meth is the
common name for crys
tal methamphetamine, a
strong and highly addic
tive drug that affects the
central nervous system,
according to WebMD.,

The campaigns aimed
at warning the public
about the use of this
deadly substance and

pursuing individuals
who deal with the illicit
substance.

Sartawi stressed that
the “campaign is ongoing
until it reaches its poals

of spreading awareness
and pursuing individuals
who deal with this deadly
substance”.

All the detained sus
pects were referred to the
State Security Prosecutor
for further questioning
and indictment, he added.

Citizens are urged to
report any person who
deals with Crystal meth
by contacting 911, ac
cording to a statemnent by
the Public Security Direc
torate (FSD.

Al information  will
be treated with utmost
discretion, seriousness,
firmness,  verification,
and confidentiality, the
PSD statement added.
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Minister of Interior Mazen Faraya on Monday receives UN Under-Secretary-General for Peace
Operations Jean-Pierre Lacroix

Interior minister, UN
official discuss cooperation

AMMAN (JT) Min
ister of Interior Mazen
Faraya on Monday re
ceived UN Undersecre-
tary-General for Peace

Operations Jean
Pierre Lacroix at his
office.

The talks addressed
the regional situation,
avenues for bolster

ing cooperation with
the United Nations in
areas of mutual inter
est, and the role of the
FPublic Security Direc
torate in peacekeeping
operations, reinforcing
the Kingdom's inter
national standing and
the high calibre of its
police personnel, the

Jordan News Agency,
Petra, reported.

Both sides under
lined the necessity of
intensifying efforts to
combat erime and drug
trafficking, alongside
sustained  coordina
tion and the exchange
of expertise in related
domains.
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Mews coverage showing file footage of a Morth Korean missile launch is seen on a screen at
Seoul Station in Seoul on Monday

North Korea fires ‘several ballistic
missiles’into Sea of Japan

SEOUL (AFP) MNorth
Korea on Monday fired
multiple ballistic mis-
siles off its east coast,
Seoul’s military said,
after weeks of mount.
ing friction owver a
landmine explosion
along their heavily for
tified border.

Since the blast that
injured three South
Korean soldiers in the
Seoul-controlled area
of the Demilitarised
Zone (DMZ), both coun-
tries have touted the
test-firing of upgraded
missile technology.

“Our military detect-
ed around 09:20 [00:20
GMT] several ballis-
tic missiles launched
from the Pyongyang
area towards the East
Sea,” the Joint Chiefs
of Staff (JC5) said
Monday, referring to
the body of water also
known as the Sea of

Japan.

“Our military has
stepped up surveil
lance and vigilance

against possible ad-
ditional launches” it
added in its statement.

Japan's defence min-
istry separately con-
firmed the launch of
at least one suspected
ballistic missile.

Some of the North
Korean missiles de-
tected flew more than
900 kilometres, the
JCS said, while Seoul
and longtime ally the
United States were
now conducting an
analysis of their exact
specifications.

South Korea's Na-
tional Security Office
convened an emer-
geENcy security meeting
following the launch
to review the country's
military readiness.

A joint Seoul-UN in.
vestigation last week

concluded that MNorth
EKorea had planted the
landmines that ex-
ploded in the DMZ over
a year ago, something
Pyongyang has angrily
denied.

Kim Yo-jong, the
powerful sister of
North Korean lead

er Kim Jong-un, has
blasted South Korean
demands for an apol-
ogy as “despicable”
while separately re
jecting an offer of
medical equipment
from Seocul.

‘Our military
detected
around 09:20
[00:20 GMT]
several ballistic
missiles
launched from
the Pyongyang
area towards
the East Sea’

On October 3,
Pyongyang test-fired
an intermediate-range
ballistic missile that
Kim ¥Yo-jong said em
ployed unspecified
artificial intelligence
technology and was
“capable of changing
its flight orbit at a low
altitude”.

Seoul said days later
that it had successful
ly tested a domestical-
ly produced hyperson-
ic glide wehicle (HGV),
a weapon carried into
the upper atmosphere
by rocket boosters or
ballistic missiles be

fore gliding towards
its targets.

The presidential
Blue House said the
HGV offered “a new
deterrence capability
capahble of striking key
targets within the Ko-
rean Peninsula’s oper-
ational environment”.

On Thursday, Kim Yo
Jong said Seoul must
offer “utmost respect”
if it hoped to mend ties
with the North,

“If they [South Koreal
truly wish to restore
relations between the
DPRE and South Korea,
they should be mind
ful of the other side’s
feelings in every word
and deed, and first
demonstrate the ut-
most respect, consid
eration and sincerity,”
she said on Thursday,
using her country's of-
ficial acronym.

The ratcheting ten-
sions come as US Pres
ident Donald Trump's
recent overtures to
Pyongyang have raised
concerns that Seoul -
an ally of Washington

could be sidelined
in potential nuclear
talks involving the
North.

In October, North
Korea launched sever
al short-range hallis
tic missiles a day after
Trump suggested he
might meet with Kim
Jong-un this year.

Seoul and Pyongyang
remain technically
at war as the Korean
conflict ended in 1953
with a truce rather
than a peace treaty.

The DMEZ is one
of the world's most
heavily fortified fron
tiers, and landmine
incidents have previ-
ously heightened ten
sions between the two
countries.

France schools protest

rumbles on as Macron urges ‘respect’

PARIS, France (AFP)
Some 130 French high
schools remained closed
on Monday, the educa-
tion ministry said, with
authorities hoping the
protest movement that
has rocked the nation
in recent weeks would
ease ahead of half-term
holidays.

In an incident seem-
ingly unrelated to the
protests, in the south-
ern town of Aubagne
near Marseille police
arrested a 14-year-old
on Monday after a mid-
dle school headmaster
and a teacher were shot
with a hunting rifle.

Students have blocked
entrances to hundreds
of lycees — high schools
for children aged 15 to
18 in recent weeks,
with squads of riot po-
lice deployed and occa-
sionally violent clashes
resulting.

Piling dumpsters,
hins and barriers in
front of their schools, or
carrying often humor
ous signs at protests,
pupils have complained
about absent teachers,
overloaded timetables,

overcrowded — classes
and dilapidated class-
rooms, among other
grievances.

Pupils were blocking
the entrances of schools
in Paris, the southern
cities of Marseille and
Toulouse and the west-

Protesters and high-school students take part in a demonstration outside the Lycee Toulouse

Lautrec, in Toulouse on Monday

ern city of Rennes, AFP
reporters saw.

A few dozen protested
outside a high school in
central Marseille.

“We stand in solidari
ty with the high schools
that are worse off. We
need real measures and
proper dialogue, not re-
pression,” said 16-year
old pupil Emeline.

Student rallies hawve
been planned for Tues-
day, ahead of wider
public demonstrations
against the rising cost
of living that are ex-

pected on Saturday.
Fresident Emmanue]
Macron told reporters
during a wvisit to the
Paris Motor Show that
the pupils’ grievances
would take time to ad-
dress and urged re-
straint from protesters.
“These are issues that
deserve time, consulta
tion, discussion, and re
spect,” Macron said.
“This also requires
that it be done calmly,
in an orderly way, and
with respect for both
pecple and property.”

Fewer schools closed

The education minis-
try said 96.5 per cent of
France's 3,700 lycees re-
mained open on Monday.

“The number of school
closures is falling," with
96.5 per cent of schools
open on Monday, yet
“the violence is intensi-
fying”, it said.

The ministry said
some eight members
of teaching staff had
been injured on Monday
morning, mostly in the
Paris region and cities

of Bordeaux and Lyon,
it said.

These incidents did
not include the shoot
ing in Aubagne, which
police said did not ap
pear to be linked to

the student protest
movement.
Most of the dem-

onstrations in recent
weeks have been peace-
ful, but some protest
ers hawve started fires
and vandalised bus
shelters.

In response, police
hawve used tear gas, ba-
tons and blast balls,
leading to accusations
from rights groups and
students of a dispro
portionate use of force.

The government last
week promised some
3,000 substitute teach
ers would be deployed
in the coming days to
replace absent staff at
the 114 worst-affected
high schools.

A povernment spokes
woman on Monday said
they had started to be

assigned.

The  police  have
opened internal inwves-
tipgations into 24 al-

legations of brutality
against demonstrators
since the protest move-
ment began last month.

More than 6,800 peo-
ple largely minors

have been taken into
police custody, the jus-
tice ministry says.

Global poverty index rises for first time since its 2010 creation

WASHINGTON, United
States (AFF) — A UN glo-
hal poverty index has
risen for the first time
since its creation i 2010,
bringing the number of
people affected to 1.2 bil-
lion, the United Nations
Development Programme
reported Monday.,

In the 2026 edition of
their annual report, the
UNDP and the Oxford
Poverty and Human De-
velopment Initiative re
search center counted
51.5 million more people
living in “acute” poverty
compared to the previ-
Ous Vear.

UNDP Administrator
Alexander De Croo said
the increase in poverty
should be a *wake-up call
for the world™.

“Behind these figures
are 12 hillion people
facing hardships that
reinforce ome  another:
Hunger, missed school-

Protesters and high-school students take part in a demonstration outside the Lycee Toulouse
Lautrec, in Toulouse on Monday

ing and a lack of clean
water or electricity. This
is unacceptahle,” he said
in a press release.

More than half of those
in acute poverty were
children.

However, UNDP said
a major factor in the re

corded increase was
population growth, and
new data was only avail-
able for 13 of the 108 de-
veloping countries cov
ered by the report.

While the total number
of people in poverty has
increased, the report pro-

vides a mixed picture.
Some 33 nations have
halved the percentage
of their people living in
poverty as defined by
the index in the past 15
years.

Those included six
countries in sub-Saharan

Africa. Among the coun-
tries that have made
the most rapid progress
were countries in Asia

- China and Vietnam —
UNDF said.

As in the previous year,
the report found that the
majority of the poorest
people live in sub-Sa-
haran Africa and South
Asia, specifically the In
dian subcontinent, the
most densely populated
region on Earth.

In Angola and Zambia,
the poverty rate has also
declined, but population
growth has more than
offset this decrease, re-
sulting in an increase in
the number of people liv-
Ing in poverty.

The poverty index used
in the report includes
indicators such as the
lack of adequate hous-
ing, sanitation, electric-
ity, cooking fuel, food and
education.

CLIMATE

El Nino sets temperature record in key Pacific zone — EU monitor

PARIS, France (AFP)

An intensifying El
Wino broke a tempera
ture record in a key
zone of the Pacific in
September, the EU's
climate monitor said
on Monday, in another
sign the weather pat
tern is gaining excep
tional strength.

Global forecasters
have been warning
for menths that this
El Nino would likely
become the strong
est ever ohserved and
the latest record has
tumbled even before
the episode's expected
peak later this year.

The warming phase
of a mnatural climate
cycle, El Nino raises

sea temperatures in
the tropical Pacific,
triggering changes

in weather that can
increase the risk of
drought and flooding,
and exacerbate man
made global warming.
The Copernicus Cli
mate Change Service
said sea surface tem
peratures in a tell-tale
El Nino monitoring
region of the Pacific,
known as Nino3.4, had
reached am “all-time
high" of 29.70°C last
month.
This
peak

exceeded the
temperatures

AEP phota

People walk on the beach in Navarre, Florida, on Friday. Hur-
ricane Isaias rapidly intensified into a major category 3 storm,
triggering mandatory evacuations as it barrelled towards the
US Gulf Coast where it was projected to make landfall in the

evening

of previously strong
El Nino events of
198271983, 1997/1993
and 2015/2016, “un
derscoring the excep-
tional intensity of the
current El Nino", the
EU monitor said.

But in a statement to
AFP, Copernicus said
it “cannot yet say that
the current El Nino
is the strompest ewver
recorded”.

As  climate change
raises ocean tempera
tures, it can make re-
cent El Nino events
appear stronger than
past ones, compli-
cating historical

COMparisons.

Copernicus said it
had adopted a new in
dex, which accounts
for the warming of
tropical oceans, that
suggested the current
event is not yet strong-
er than past ones.

But the walues ob
served in September
“point to an already
exceptionally strong El
Nino, especially given
that the event has not
yet reached its peak”,
Copernicus told AFP,

Not all forecasters
use the same scale to
interpret El Nino.

On Friday, Japan's

weather agency said
that El Nino condi-
tions had reached their
“strongest intensity on
record”, with tempera-
tures in the phenom
enon’s monitoring area
4°C above normal.

As El Nino gathers
strength, global aver
age sea surface tem-
peratures hit a record
21.05°C for Septem-
ber, topping the pre-
vious high of 20.92°C
for the same month
in 2023, according to
Copernicus.

Owerall, the world
experienced its second
hottest September on
record, with surface
air temperatures aver-
aging 16.27"C, the EU
service said.

September was
1.63°C hotter than the
pre-industrial average,
a period defined as
1860-1900.

MNations agreed at
the 2015 UN climate
talks in Paris to keep
global warming “well
below" 2°C above pre-
industrial levels, while
pursuing efforts to
limit it to 1.5°C, in or-
der to limit the effects
of climate change.

But the United Na-
tions declared in
September that the
long-term 1.5°C target

would be missed in a
matter of years.

“We are in a new run
of months above 1.5°C,
and with a strong El
Nino still intensifying
it is likely to last into
2027" Copernicus di-
rector Carlo Buontem
po said in a statement.

“Crossing the Paris
Agreement’'s long-term
limit is only a matter
of time. How far we
owvershoot, and for how
long, is still up to us,”
he said.

Scientists say it
is crucial to reduce
greenhouse gas emis-
sions from fossil fu.
els to limit the period
of “overshoot” above
1.5°C and bring tem
peratures back down
as quickly as possible.

Experts have warned
that this El Nino would
likely push global tem.-
peratures to a Dew
record in 2027.

El Nino warms sur-
face temperatures in
the central and east
ern equatorial Pacific
Ocean, bringing world
wide changes in winds,
pressure and rainfall
patterns.

It typically takes
place every two to
seven years and lasts
around mnine to 12
months.

Ethiopian gov't forces enter
key Tigray town near Eritrea border

ADDIS ABABA (AFP)

Ethiopian federal forces
and their allies entered
a key northern Tigrayan
town near the Eritrean
border without a fight,
residents told AFP on
Monday, after it ‘was
ahandoned by rebels.

Clashes erupted in late
September between the
federal army and the Ti-
gray People’s Liberation
Front (TPLF), who made
gains in neighbouring
Afar region but are in-
creasingly being pushed
back towards the Eri-
trean border.

Ethiopia accuses Eri
trea of backing the TPLF
forces and the fight-
ing has reignited fears
of a fresh war between
the two neighbouring
coumntries.

The Tigrayan regional
capital Mekelle fell to
government forces earlier
this month after the TPLF
evacuated.

Residents of the north-
western town of Adwea,
among the region's most
populated and roughly 40
kilometres from Eritrea's
border, said federal forces
and an allied militia en-
tered the town on Sunday.

“All the shops in the
town are closed. Last

night, many government

AFP phota

Members of the Ethiopian Federal Police (EFP) patrol aboard
a pickup truck as they resume operations after faderal forces
pushed back the rebel Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF)

in Mekelle on Friday

on Saturday.

Another resident, who
also asked for anonym-
ity, confirmed the TPLF's
departure but said that,
while government forces
were in the town, they
had not reached the
centre.

“The roads are desert-
ed. People are very afraid
of theft,” he said.

Conflict monitor
ACLED said that drone
strikes targeted a hotel
in Adwa on October 4,
wounding between “five
and nine people, includ-
ing security person-
nel”, who were taken to
hospital.

ACLED told AFP some
sources indicated that
TPLF chairman Dehret-

TPLF vice president
Amanuelisseta said
he “did not wish to
comment”.

Flights to Mekelle,
suspended when clashes
broke out, resumed on
Sunday and telecommu-
nications services have
also been restored.

Addis Ababa and As-
mara — who fought a
1998-2000 border war
traded diplomatic barbs
last week, each accusing
the other of starting a
War

Ethiopia alleges its
neighbour backs  the
rebels, and a foreign secu-
rity source told AFP last
wieek that betwesn 5,000
8,000 Eritrean scldiers
are present in Tigray.
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French presidential hopeful Glucksmann
says ‘battle begins’ to revive divided left

PARIS {AFP} Rap
hael Glucksmann de
clared on Monday that
the “battle begins® as
he launched a hid to
unite France's frag
mented left ahead of
next year's presidential
election, hours after he
was flour-bombed by a
protester

Glucksmanmn, a
46-year-old EU law
maker, was on Sunday
elected the centre-left
candidate for the April
May election, securing
a commanding first
round victory that sur
prised even many with
in his own camp.

The leader of the
small centre-left Place
Publique party now fac
es the challenge of unit
ing the divided main
stream left.

The French left has
been shut out of the
presidential second
round ever since Fran

Candidate in the Socdalist (PS) and centre-left Place Publigue
(PP} parties primary Raphael Glucksmann delivers a speech
after the announcement of the result for the first round of
voting in the primary organized by the Socialist Party, Place
Publique (PP}, and the Republican and Socialist Left, ahead of
France's 2027 presidential election, in Paris on Sunday

cois Hollande won in
2012,

“At last, the bhattle
begins,” Glucksmann
told broadcaster Radio

France on Monday.
“Finally, we're banish
ing the spirit of defeat
from our hearts. I've
had enough of this left

that doesn't believe in
victory."

Glucksmann said his
“entire life has prepared
me for this historic
moment”.

He is currently polling
in the low teems, well
behind the frontrunner,
far-right candidate Ma
rine Le Pen.

He also trails centre
right contender Ed
ouard FPhilippe, who
served as prime min
ister under President
Emmanuel Macron, and
hard-left veteran Jean
Luc Melenchon, whose
France Unbowed (LFI)
party boycotted the pri
mary. Glucksmann has
ruled out any alliance
with LFL

Le Pen has benefit
ted from one of the
most fractured political
landscapes in modern
French history, with a
multitude of candidates
vying for support and

traditional political
forces weaker than ever.

On  Sunday night,
Glucksmann was pelted
with flour as he left a
Paris bar where he had
been celebrating his
victory:

The lawmaker said he
was “ready to face the
violence and brutality
of this campaign” and
appeared to blame Me
lenchon's party for the
flour-bombing episode.

“At every event we or
ganise, at every demon
stration we attend, there
are LFI activists who
harass, insult, throw
flour at, or threaten peo
ple," he said.

“Jean-Luc Melenchon
must formally condemn
the fact that his sup
poTters are carrying
out these attacks,” he
added.

Macron's Socialist
predecessor, Hollande,
who is believed to be

Yemen's Houthis tighten siege of key city
— military sources to AFP

TAEZ, Yemen (AFF)

Houthi fighters have
tightened their siege
of the Yemeni city of
Taiz, where fighting has
killed more than 60 peo
ple in the past 24 hours,
military sources from
both sides told AFP on

Monday.
The Houthis hawve
blocked all exits and

carried out several at
tacks overnight, said a
military source loyal to
the internationally rec
ognised, Saudi-backed
government that holds
the city

The wiolence Kkilled
22 members of the pro

]
AFF phots

This screen grab taken from video footage released by Ansarullah Media Centre onSaturday
shows what they say is a drone targeting Yemeni government forces in Yemen's southwestern

Taiz governorate

government forces, the
spurce said.
The Houthis lost at

least 40 fighters, ac
cording to  military
sources from the Iran

backed movement, who
said they were sending
reinforcements.

The Houthis were
keeping up their fight
in Taiz governorate de
spite coming under Sau
di airstrikes, the sourc
es said.

On Sunday, the health
ministry warned of
a ‘“humanitarian ca-
tastrophe” in the city,
with medicine, medi
cal equipment and fuel
“on the verge of running
out”.

Taiz city is imland
from the Red Sea coast
and the Bab Al Mandab
strait, where the Houthis
captured swathes of ter
ritory in a rapid offen
sive last month,

eyeing another presi
dential run, did not take
part in the primary.

Glucksmann said Hol
lande “warmly congrat
ulated” him.

“I want him to be part
of our team,” he added.
“Given the seriousness
of the situation, I cannot
imagine that someone
who has been president
of France would devote
themselves to anything
other than the national
interest.”

Besides being a
staunch Eurcpean who
abhors the far right,
Glucksmann is a strong
supporter of Ukraine
in its fight against the
Russian invasion.

He is the son of phi
losopher Andre Glucks
mann. His grandfather,
Ruhen Glucksmann,
was born in what is now
western Ukraine and
served as a Soviet spy
under Stalin,

UK PM Burnham says
‘clear’ Russia meddled
In Brexit vote

LONDON (AFPF) Brit
ish Prime Minister Andy
Bumham said on Mon
day it was “clear” Rus-
sia had interfered in the
UK's bitter 2016 Brexit
referendum, rTemewing
claims of meddling by
Moscow.

Bumham said he in
quired ahout Russian in
volvement in the divisive
ballot, in which Britons
voted by a narrow mar
gin to leave the European
Union, when he became
prime minister in July.

“I asked the ques
tion coming to Downing
Street: “Was there inter
ference in the 2016 ref
erendum from Russia?
And I've had the clear
answer that yes, there
was,” Burnham told the
Rest is Politics podecast
broadcast on Monday.

A UK parliamentary
committee said in 2020
it could not confirm
Russian meddling in

the Brexit vote but criti-
cised the Conservatives
in power at the time for
failing to probe possible
interference,

Junior foreign min
ister Stephen Doughty
alleped to LEC radio on
Monday that Russia "at
tempted” to interfere in
the wote but had “not
succeeded”.

Burnham also said
German Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz had told him
that Germany’s farright
opposition party AfD, “is
clearly linked to Russia

funded, I believe”.

“There is certainly
misinformation, disin
formation that is ema-
nating from Russia into
German politics,” said
Burnham.

He said Britain should
“help voters in Germany
and France understand
that some of this poli
tics is instigated wvia our
enemies",

AFP photo

Lars Klingbeil, co-leader of Germany's Social Democratic (SPD] party, German Finance Minister
and Vice Chancellor walks away after giving a press statement next to a statue of former
Chancellor Willy Brandt at the party’s headquarters in Berlin on Monday, after Baerbel Bas

King holds talks with Malaysia
monarch in Kuala Lumpur

The King also high
lighted Jordan and Ma
laysia's shared position
on the centrality of the
Palestinian cause, and
on the two-state solu
tion as the only way to
resolve the conflict.

His Majesty remarked
on the situation in Syr
ia and Lebanon, stating
that their sovereignty
and security must be
respected, the state

ment said.

The King called on
the international com
munity to take action to
halt Israel's dangerous
trajectory in the region,
in order to prevent the
conflict from escalating
further, emphasising
the need to respect the
sovereignty of states
and the security of
their peoples.

For his part, Sultan
Ibrahim  highlighted
the significance of His

Majesty's wisit, not
ing the rich heritage of
the Royal families of
Malaysia and Jordan,
the close ties between
them, and their role
in preserving Islamic
heritage.

Sultan Ibrahim also
emphasised the depth
of relations between
the two countries, high
lighting areas in which
they could stremgthen
their cooperation, par
ticularly in the military

sphere.

The King bestowed
on Sultan Ibrahim the
Order of Al Hussein Bin
Ali, in recognition of the
distinguished relations
between the two coun
tries and their peoples.

Sultan Ibrahim pre
sented the Darjah Uta
ma Seri Mahkota Ne
gara (The Most Exalted
Order of the Crown of
the Realm) to His Maj
esty, in recognition of
the King's efforts to

strengthen  relations
between the two friend
Iy nations.

An official welcoming
ceremony was held for
His Majesty upon arriv
al at the Istana Negara.

Deputy Prime Min
ister and Foreign Min
ister Ayman Safadi,
Director of the Office
of His Majesty Alaa
Batayneh, and Jordan's
Ambassador to Malay
sia Ismail Maaytah at
tended the talks.

Jordan condemns Houthi attacks on Saudi airports

Continued frompage1

In a statement, the
Ministry of Foreign Af
fairs denounced the
attacks on the two air

ports, as well as on ci-
vilians and civilian and
economic sites in Saudi
Arabia, describing them
as a flagrant violation of
international law and an

assault on the kingdom's
sovereignty, security and
stahility.

The ministry reaf
firmed Jordan's full soli
darity with Saudi Arabia,

stressing its support
for all measures taken
by the Kingdom to safe
guard its security, sta
hility, resources, and the
safety of its citizens and

residents.

It alzo extended its sin
cere condolences to the
family of the deceased
and wished those injured
a speedy TecoOvery.

announced to step back from her role as the party’s co-leader and Labour Minister

Minister’s resignation rocks

Germany’s coalition

BERLIN (AFP) — German
Chancellor Friedrich
Merz's government faced
new turbulence on Mon
day when a key minister
from its junior coalition
partner, the SPD, unex
pectedly quit and criti
cised “attacks” from the
chancellor's party.

Baerbel Bas, labour
minister and co-leader of
the centre-left SPD, cited
personal reasons for her
resignation, saying she
needed time to grieve fol
lowing the death of her
daupghterin-law.

But she also took aim
at Merz's conservative
CD.

‘T must unfortunately
note that the public at
tacks against me — re
grettably including those
from within the ranks of
our coalition partner
have continued to inten-
sify during this difficult
time for me persomally,”
she said

The resignation comes
amid turmoil for the gow
emment, which is grap
pling with a sluggish
economy and low poll
ratings.

The farright AfD has
also soundly beaten
the CDU in two recent
state polls, including in
the region of Mecklen
burg-Western  Fomera-
nia where Merz's party
scored its worst ever
result.

‘You can only
expect criticism
in that case’

CDU politicians have
accused Bas of holding
up planned changes to
working time regulations
and pension reform.

“You can only expect
criticism in that case”
the CDU leader of Bhine
land-Palatinate state,
Gordon Schnieder, told

Welt TV on Monday, after

Bas ouit.
The departure risks
complicating pension

reform, one of the coali
tion's main priorities.

Bas's ministry is pre
paring a draft bill after a
government commission
recommended people
work longer to cope with
the fact that the popula
tion is aging.

Bas is giving up her
posts as both a minister
and co-leader of the SPD.

She will be replaced
as labour minister by Al
exander Schweitzer, one
of the SPD's vice chairs,
party sources told AFF.

She intends to retain
her seat as an MP for Du
ishurg, a eity at the heart
of the former Ruhr min
ing region in northern
Germany.

Merz said on X he re-
spected Bas's decision,
adding: “I thank her for
her commitment.

‘As a father and a
grandfather, I can only
imagine how heavily this
loss weighs. I wish her
and her family a lot of

strength.”

Coalition says ballistic missile fired at Riyadh intercepted

Continued frompage1

& fresh Houthi strike
hit Riyadh's interna
tional airport on Sun
day, a day after an attack
claimed by the Yemeni
group killed at least a
dozen people and forced
authorities to suspend
operations there.

The Iran-backed group
on Sunday claimed mul
tiple attacks over the last
24 hours, including on
the airport, and threat
ened to keep targeting
the kingdom's transit
hubs, calling them “a
theatre of operations for
our forces”, according to
AFE

Hours later, the Saudi
led coalition fighting

the group reported that
a projectile struck King
Khalid International
Adrport, sparking a fire.
Ajr defences also inter
cepted a missile nearby,
it added.

The fresh attack on the
airport killed one person
a Pakistani resident
and wounded 11 others,
Saudi Arabia’s civil avia

tion authority said.

The wounded “were
immediately transferred
to several hospitals tore
ceive the necessary med
ical care”, the authority
said on 3.

“The attack alzo caused
property damage, the ex
tent of which is currently
being assessed.”

Authorities have ex

tended the closure of the
airport by 24 hours until
21:00 GMT on Monday,
the tracking site Flight
radar?4 said on X.

Saudi air defences
intercepted and de
stroyed a ballistic mis
sile launched by Yemen's
Houthi militia towards
Khamis Mushayt in the
Kingdom's south-west
early on Monday, while
Civil Defence issued an
emergency alert in near
by Abha before later de
claring that the danger
had passed, Arab News
reported.

Al Maliki announced
the interception in a post
on X,

The Saudi General Di
rectorate of Civil Defence

algo issued an alert on X
warning of a potential at
tack on Abha. It later an
nounced that the threat
had passed, according to
the Riyadh-based news
outlet.

The latest develop
ments have renewed at
tention on south-western
Saudi Arabia following a
series of attacks tarpet
ing the Kingdom's major
airports in Riyadh and
Dammam.

Khamis Mushayt and
Abha, both in the moun
tainous Asir region, have
been targeted by Houthi
missile and drone at
tacks in recent weeks.
The group has also tar
geted Jazan and Najran,
two regions bordering

Yemen, where the Iran
aligned movement is
based.

The latest interception
comes amid an intensify
ing campaign targeting
Saudi Arabias civilian
infrastructure, includ
ing airports in the King
dom's central and east
e regions, Arabh News
reported.

Sunday’s incident was
the fourth reported strike
on Riyadh airport in five
days. Coalition forces also
said air defences had in
tercepted and destroyed
a cruise missile near the
airport.

The attack followed a
missile strike on the capi
tal’s afrport on Saturday
that ldlled 13 people and

inured more than 300,
making it the deadliest
attack in Sandi Arabia in
maore than a decade.
Footage broadeast by
Saudi state television
showed scores of reli
gious pilgrims quening at
a pate as they prepared to
travel to Islam's two holi
est sites. A hright orange
flash sent people flesing
in panic, while parts of the
roof appeared to cave in.
The airport was closed
following the attack.

Howuthis daim wider
attacks

The Houthiz claimed re
sponsibility for Satur
day's attack and said they
had also tarpeted King

Fahd Internatiomal Air
port in Dammam, in the
Eastern Province, as well
as two facilities belonging
to Saudi oil giant Arameo.

Saudi Arabias civil
aviation authority con
firmed that Dammam
airport had been target
ed on Sunday evening,
saying damage assess
ments and safety inspec
tions were under way.

The attacks  have
heightened CONCETNS
over the security of Saudi
Arabia’s awviation infra
structure and the risk of
further escalation as the
Kingdom continues to
support Yemen's interna
tionally recognised gov
emmment in its conflict
with the Houthis.

Saudi Foreipn Minister
Prince Faisal bin Farhan
discussed regional ten-
sions and efforts to
de-escalate the conflict
with Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Aragchi
on Sunday, according to
the Saudi Press Agency
(SPA).

Aragehi  said Tehran
was ready to help facili
tate dialogue between
Saudi Arabia and Yemen,
SPA reported.

The diplomatic con
tacts followed expres
gions of solidarity with
Saudi Arabia from Eah
rain, the United King
dom, Jordan and the
European Union after
the attacks on Riyadh
airport.
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Turning JD20 billion
into sustainable
economic growth

By Raad Mahmoud Al-Tal

surpassing the JD20 billion threshold marks

a significant milestone for the fund. Its as-
sets reached approximately JD20.1 billion at the
end of the third gquarter of 2026, compared with
around JD18.7 billion at the end of 2025, represent-
ing growth of approximately 8 per cent. However,
the economic significance of these fipures lies not
merely in the size of the Fund’s assets, but also in
the guality of its returns, the efficiency of its risk
management, and its ability to protect and grow
the savings of contributors and retirees over the
long term.

The fund recorded comprehensive income of ap
proximately JD1.37 billion during the first nine
months of the year. This included net income
of JDB79 million, an increase of approximately
JD492.4 million in the valuation of its strategic eq-
uity portfolio and a transferred insurance surplus
of arcund JD110 million. It is important to distin
guish between these components. Investment in-
come reflects the ability of assets to generate rev-
enue, while gains from equity valuation represent
increases in market value that may fluctuate in the
future. The insurance surplus, meanwhile, consti-
tutes an additional financial inflow rather than an
investment return.

This distinction is particularly important when
assessing the quality and sustainability of the
fund’s performance. The true measure of success
is not simply the growth of assets, but the ability
to generate an appropriate return relative to the
amount invested, the level of risk, inflation and fu-
ture obligations. Accordingly, the 8.6 per cent in
crease in income compared with the same period
last year is a positive indicator, although it should
also be assessed against appropriate benchmarks
for each investment portfolio.

Bonds account for 56.2 per cent of the fund’s as-
sets, compared with 21.3 per cent in equities and
11.5 per cent in money market instruments. The
remaining share is distributed across real estate,
loans, tourism investments and other assets. This
allocation provides an important foundation for
generating regular income and maintaining liquid-
ity

The fund's evolving investment strategy is evi-
dent in its expansion into several major strategic
projects. In the transport sector, the fund holds a 7
per cent stake in the Aqaba, Shidiya and Ma'an rail
way project company. The project aims to improve
the transportation of phosphate and potash, en-
hance supply chain efficiency, and reduce transport
costs, thereby strengthening the competitiveness of
Jordanian exports.

In the water sector, the fund holds a 15 per cent
stake in the National Water Carrier project through
the National Water Investments Company, while
completing the procedures for its direct participa-
tion in financing the project through a consortinum
of Jordanian commercial banks. In the energy sec-
tor, the fund holds a 20 per cent equity stake in the
company established for the comhbined-cycle power
generation project, IPP7, supporting the expansion
of electricity generation capacity.

In mining and manufacturing, the fund is com-
pleting the procedures to acquire a 20 per cent
stake in a project company established to build a
plant producing purified phosphoric acid, in part-
nership with the Jordan Phosphate Mines Compa
ny and the Arab Potash Company. This investment
supports the development of domestic manufactur-
ing and increases the value added generated from
Jordan's natural resources.

From an economic perspective, these projects re-
flect a shift towards long-term investments linked
to wital sectors. Their potential benefits extend
beyond direct financial returns to include higher
productivity, lower operating costs and increased
employment opportunities. However, their success
depends on adherence to feasibility studies, cost
control, effective management of financing and im-
plementation risks, and the achievement of returns
commensurate with the risks involved.

The strategic importance of a project does not
eliminate the need for rigorous financial scrutiny.
On the contrary, it makes independent evaluation,
sound governance, and transparent disclosure even
more important. Protecting the savings of contribu-
tors and retirees must remain the fund’s primary
responsibility.

Beaching JD20 billion in assets is an important
achievement, but it is not the ultimate measure
of success. True success lies in transforming this
wealth into sustainable returns and productive in-
vestments that improve the efficiency of Jordan's
economy without exposing the rights of future gen-
erations to uncalculated risks.

The Social Security Invetment Fund's assets are
not merely a large investment portfolic, They repre-
sent an economic and social trust that demands the
highest standards of governance, transparency and
investment discipline.

The Social Security Investment Fund's assets

When ‘democracy’ becomes
an obstacle to peace

hile proponents assert
Wt.]:lat the spread of de-
mocracy is essential to

peace, two allied democracies, the
United States and Israel, are en
gaged in wars being exacerbated
by their electoral politics..

From the beginning, in the
American mind, democracy has
been seen as more than just a
form of governance. Both Liber
alz and Conservatives idealise
and elevate the idea of democra:
cy into the equivalent of religious
doctrine, making exaggerated
claims about the benefits that ac
crue to democratic societies. We
have been told that democratical-
ly elected governments are: More
tolerant, more respectful of mi-
nority rights, more accountable
for their actions and less likely to
start wars. Several US adminis-
trations have made the spread of
democracy a foreign policy prior-
ity, arguing that it's essential for
world peace.

While the US and some allies
flaunt these attributes, boast-
ing that their democracies place
them above societies with other
forms of governance, in reality,
their claims of purity and adher
ence to ideals don't held up to
scrutiny.

The glaring contradiction be-
tween the values espoused and
the actual behaviours have been
clear since our founding. After all,

the Ameri
Can eXperi-
ment  with
democracy
was  built
on slave la-
bour and
the pgeno-
cide of Na-
tive Ameri-
cans. More

WASHINGTON  recently,

when the
WATCH George
W Bush
admin-
istration
launched its campaign to pro-
mote democracies worldwide, it
did so while blundering through
a devastating "war of choice” in
Iragq and torturing prisoners in
“black sites” they'd suborned oth-
eT countries to make available to
US interrogators.

Much the same can be said of
Israel, who we and they tout as
“pur closest ally” and the “only
democracy in the Middle East”.
Like us, Israel claims that its
democracy elevates it above its
neighbours, making its actions
more just and its behaviour more
moral. And like true believers in
any ideclogy, when it's pointed
out that reality doesn't agree
with their claims, they deny it
and attack those pointing out the
disconnect.

James J. Zoghy

The fact that democracies hold
elections provides yet another
reason to boast of superiority.
However, elections are often used
by contesting parties to justify
bad behaviours and exacerbate
social tensions.

President Trump, for example,
needs a way out of his no-win war
with Iran, especially its negative
impact on the economy and con-
sumers, and the insecurity and
instability it is fomenting in the
Gulf. But he is loath to look weak
by ending the war without some
claim of victory. That might have
a negative impact on his legacy
and his hold over his base wot.
ers — and he needs them to turn
out in November to deliver a GOP
victory. And so, he continues his
bellicose languapge and threats
toward Iran.

Israel’s Prime Minister Netan
vahu may have assumed that he
could manage a governing coali-
tion of parties even more extreme
than his own. But his partners
have used their positions to ag-
gravate tensions with Palestin-
ians in both Israel and the occou-
pied lands. When Netanyahu felt
compelled to sign onto ceasefires
that were supposed to stop the
bombing in Gaza and Lebanon,
his agreement proved hollow. In
the face of criticism from oppo-
nents and even coalition partners
that he was compromising Isra

el's security by not “finishing the
job", he has continued to violate
both ceasefires with impunity,
while doing nothing to rein in the
widespread terrorist violence in
the West Bank being fomented by
his allies. He cannot afford to lose
any of his governing partners, or
he'll be out of office.

In both instances, instead of
implementing the values claimed
to be the attributes of democra-
cy, these elections do the oppo
site. Political discourse becomes
coarser and more divisive, social
tensions are aggravated and war-
like behaviours are promoted.

Especially troubling is that
while reporters and commenta-
tors know that the words and
actions of Netanyahu and Trump
are directed more at appeasing
their constituents than at the re-
alities in Gaza, Lebanon, or Iran,
too often they treat the political
posturing as if it were real. For
example, instead of honestly as
sessing Netanyahu's claims that
villages in south Lebanon need
to be demolished to fend off his
opponents’ accusations of weak-
ness, they report it as if leveling
whole Lebanese villages is need-
ed for Israel’s security.

Sadly, this is what has become
of our democracies.

The writer Is president of the Washington-
based Arab American Institute

How Al monetises your portrait?

By Hamza Alakalik

users eagerly ride wave after
wave of smart filters and wiral
apps. The recent 1980s and 1990s
photo trend that swept across so-
cial media platforms is a prime
example. Millions of users up-
lopaded high-resolution personal
portraits to receive — within sec
ond digital albums steeped in
nostalgia. Yet, behind this inno.
cent entertainment lies a mas-
sive economic and technical en-
gine: Every portrait uploaded for
free becomes an invaluable data
mine. This reality raises urgent
questions about the true motives
of tech companies and whether
these trends are harmless fun or
carefully engineered digital traps.
Big tech corporations and
emerging artificial intelligence
startups leverage these photo
filters in ways that extend far
beyond driving temporary user
engagement. Economically, these
applications serve as highly ef
ficient, low-cost data acquisition
tools. Instead of spending mil
lions of dollars licensing train.
ing datasets, tech firms receive a
global supply of top-tier images
directly from consenting users.
This massive influx enables com-
panies to train generative AT mod-

In our fast-paced digital world,

els and refine facial recognition
algorithms. These systems are
subsequently sold as software
services to security, financial and
commercial institutions for sub-
stantial sums, while simultane-
ously inflating startup valuations
in venture capital markets.

Technically, the true value re-
sides in data diversity and sheer
scale. Deep learning models re
quire vast datasets encompass-
ing varied facial structures, ages,
ethnicities and lighting condi-
tions to achieve high accuracy
and prevent algorithmic bias.
Image trends allow companies
to harvest precise biometric data
for free, often bypassing strict
regulatory scrutiny. These photos
feed Generative Adversarial Net-
works, enabling them to generate
hyper-realistic synthetic human
images, advance deepfake capa-
bilities and improve cross-age
identity matching tools.

To illustrate the scale of this
impact, consider FaceApp, which
sparked global controversy by
collecting millions of facial bio-
metric maps on external serv-
ers under ambiguous terms of
service that waived user image
rights. Similarly, Lensa AT gen
erated over $29.3 million in De-
cember 2022 alone at the height
of the magic avatar trend. Driven

by subscription fees to offset
operational costs, the app proc
essed over 22 million user up-
loads while retaining rights to
utilise that data for future model
training. These examples illus-
trate how users transition from
consumers to the primary prod
uct and financial supporters of
Al labs.

Yet the core question remains:
are these trends truly innocent?
Analytical evidence demon-
strates they are not accidental
phenomena, but rather preci-
sion-engineered social engineer
ing campaigns that capitalise on
human psychology, vanity, and
nostalgia. The hidden dangers
centre on biometric privacy vio-
lations — data that, unlike pass-
words, cannot be reset if compro-
mised. Furthermore, regulatory
compliance and data governance
remain critical wulnerabilities.
Most apps rely on oppressive
terms of service that grant per
petual, non-exclusive rights to
exploit, share or monetise user
images with third parties, creat-
ing severe risks of deepfake im-
personation and financial fraud.

In response to this unchecked
biometric flow, international and
regional framework regulations
impose strict safeguards. The
European Union's General Data

FProtection Repulation classifies
personal photos and biometric
data as special categories, strict-
ly prohibiting processing with-
out explicit, informed consent
and guaranteeing the right to
erasure. Regionally, Arab Person-
al Data Protection Laws — such
as those in Saudi Arabia, Jordan,
and Egypt — require clear legal
grounds and transparent con-
sent for biometric processing,
alongside stringent restrictions
on cross-border data transfers.
Ultimately, navigating digital
transformation safely requires
prioritising robust data govern-
ance and cybersecurity aware-
ness. Users must approach free
trends with cautious skepticizm
and carefully review privacy
policies before granting camera
or media library access. Con-
currently, regulatory authorities
must rigorously enforce data
protection frameworks and man-
date immediate biometric data
deletion post-processing. Safe-
guarding digital identity is no
longer optional; it is an impera-
tive necessity in the age of gen-
erative artificial intelligence.

The writer is a legal consultant in digital
transformation governance, Al ethics,
perscnal data protection and FinTech
regulation.

Will the Bardella scandal sink Le Pen?

By Zaki Laidi

PARIS — Jordan Bardella is lit-
tle knowmn outside of France. But if
Marine Le Fen, the leader of the far
right National Rally (EN), wins next
spring’s presidential election — as
appears increasingly likely — he
will, she says, be her prime minister.
The question is whether the grow
ing scandal around Bardella will
cause Le Pen to change her mind
and, if not, how that will affect her
chances of victory.

The scandal kicked off on Septem
ber 28, when the French investiga-
tive news outlet Mediapart report-
ed that an examination of written
exchanges from 2013 had revealed
barefaced antisemitic remarks by
Bardella. “The Jew has to dominate
other people, crush them and rob
them," read one message. On Octo-
ber 1, after Bardella denied the ve-
racity of the claims, Mediapart pub-
lished the full set of exchanges.

Mediapart’s source, whom one
can assume i5 close to the BN,
downloaded the messages from
Meta. Bardella still calls the texts
“crude forgeries”, but there can be
little doubt that the messages were
sent from an account in his name.

This puts Le Pen in a tough spot.
She has spent the last decade at-
tempting to differentiate  her
self from her father and the BN's
founder, Jean-Marie Le Pen, who
was convicted numerous times of
antisemitism and inciting racial
violence, (Antisemitism is illegal in
France) She wants to turn the BN
into a respectable populist party

— one that will act as a bulwark
against immigration, especially
from Muslim countries. In fact,
she is seeking to portray the RN
as a protector of French Jews from
Islamist threats and a strong sup-
porter of Istael

Bardella's crude antisemitism un-
dermines this affort, invoking a his-
tory the BN wants to forget. While
this might not have much impact on
the first round of the election, be-
cause the RN's farright base is sol-
id, it could affect Le Pen's prospects
in the second-round run-off, when
she will need to attract votes from
the traditional right. The 31-year
old Bardella — ostensibly too young
to have political skeletons in his
closet —was supposed to play a key
role in broadening her appeal.

Distancing the RN from its an-
tisemitic, Vichyist past is part of the
equation, but so is reassuring voters
about the party’s plans for the econ-
omy. Whereas Le Pen's statism —re
flected in her opposition to raising
the retirement age — casts doubt
on her commitment to markets,
Bardella has been much more open
to market-based solutions. So, while
Le Pen is respomnsible for winning
working-class  support, Bardella
is supposed to attract centre-right
voters, Both will be essential to vic-
tory, particularly if the RIN's second-
round opponent is the farleft Jean
Luc Mélenchon,

Bardella seems to be banking on
the current scandal being forgot.
ten by the time France goes to the
polls. If the remarks were entirely
false, ag he claims, Bardella would

simply ask Meta to export his own
Facebook account records, which
only he is in a position to request
(He has not dome so) Moreover, he
would presumably demand a swift
court appearance to confront Medi-
apart. Instead, he has opted to lodge
a defamation suit, which will not go
totrial forat least two years. One can
only assume that he wants the word
“defamation” to make headlines, but
not the lawsuits outcome, hoping
that once Le Pen is elected president
and he is named prime minister, at-
tention will be elsewhere.

If there are no new revelations,
this scenario is plausible: The scan
dal dies down quickly, Le Pen recon-
firms Bardella as head of the RN
at the end of this month, and the
presidential campaign is launched
in eamest. This outcome would not
displease Mélenchon. If Le Pen is his
second-round opponent, he will be
able to respond to any antisemitism
accusations levelled against him by
pointing to the Bardella affair

Only the centre-right candidate
Edouard Philippe, who served as
prime minister under President Em-
manuel Macron in 2017-20, stands
to benefit from a decline in sup-
port for Le Pen, as he would be able
to capture part of her base. So far,
however, the public does not seem
overly troubled by the Bardella rev
elations.

That could change if new revela-
tions emerge. Bardella certainly has
adversaries within the BN, report-
edly including Le Pen's niece Marion
Maréchal The EN's "“number twos"
have often ended up being pushed

aside to make way for a member of
the Le Pen family. So it is perhaps
not surprising that Maréchal thinks
Bardella is an interloper Nonethe-
less, ensuring Le Pen's victory re-
mains the top priority, so Bardella's
party foes must show restraint.

There is a third possibility: The
revelations about Bardella act as a
slow poison. The damage from the
scandal appears to be contained for
now, but doubts may nonetheless set
in.This could lead Le Pen to sideline
Bardella quietly and choose a dif
ferent prime minister. Le Pen would
need to manage such a change tact
fully, but it would expand her op-
tions for the second round.

French presidential campaigns
are rarely predictable. In 2002,
few imagined that Jean-Marie Le
Fen would reach the second round
against Jacques Chirac. In 2017, the
election was upended by the rev-
elation that former Frime Minister
Frangois Fillon — then the presi-
dential frontrunner — had created
a phantom job for his wife. Today,
it is impossible to predict how the
Bardella affair will affect the out-
come of the next presidential elec-
tion. But even if it does not damage
Le Pen's chances, it makes Bardella
highly unlikely to be chosen as
prime minister:

Zaki Laidi, professor of International
Politics at 3ciences Po,is a former special
adviser to the High Representative
for Foreign Affairs and Secunty Policy
of the Eurcpean Union (2020-24) and
the author of the fortheaming A Post-
Libveral World®
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The E-commerce Programme for Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises has been launched
under a regional initiative aimed at strengthening digital trade and e-commerce across the

Middle East and North Africa

E-commerce programme launched
to boost SMEs' digital export

AMNMAN (JT) The
E-commerce Pro
gramme for Small and
Medium-Sized En
terprises (SMEs] has
been launched under
a regional initiative
aimed at strengthen
ing digital trade and
e-COMMerce across the
Middle East and North
Africa.

The Frogramme is in
cooperation with the
Ministry of Industry,
Trade and Supply, the
International Trade
Centre ({ITC}, the Ger
man Agency for Inter
national Cooperation
and the European Un
ion, the programme is
funded by Germany's
Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation
and Development.

The initiative aims
to expand export op
portunities and create
jobs by improving the
policy environment
and helping business
es develop the skills
needed to access inter
national markets.

Secretary General of
the Ministry of Indus
try, Trade and Supply
Dana Zoubi said Jor
dan had strong poten
tial to expand digital
and professional serv
ices exports, supported
by a skilled workforce

and specialised in
formation technology
companies, the Jordan
News Agency, Petra,
reported.

She said during a
dialogue session i
tled "Digital Trade and
Professional Services:
Strengthening Jordan's
Position as a Regional

Hub", that priorities
included improving
repgulatory frame-
works, strengthening
government  policies,
addressing  shipping
costs and enhancing

logistical support.

Executive Director
of the Jordan Enter
prise Development
Corporation, Ghaleb
Hijazi, said changing
global trade patterns
offered opportunities
to diversify exports
and create specialised
jobs, particularly in
information technol
ogy, consulting, engi
neering and creative
industries.

He stressed that
businesses needed ef
fective digital market-
ing strategies, access
to international cus-
tomers and sustain
able business models,
adding that support
programmes  should
focus on building ca-
pabilities beyond pro

viding grants.

Head of a Committee
at the Jordan Cham
ber of Commerce, Wael
Shokerat, said Jordan
had made progress
in telecommunica
tions  infrastructure,
electronic  payments,
digital services and
legislation supporting
innovation wunder the
Economic Modernisa
tion Vision (EMV).

He highlighted the
need for flexible regu
latory frameworks,
stronger exporter ca-
pabilities and practi
cal solutions to logis-
tical, financial and
regulatory barriers to
cross-border trade.

The ITC Programme
Manager for the Mid
dle East and MNorth
Africa, Sawsan Ben Ra-
madan, sald expand
ing service exports re
guired identifying the
obstacles businesses
face in international
markets and address-
ing gaps In existing
support programmes.

She also stressed the
importance of better
coordination between
public institutions and
the private sector, not-
ing that businesses
needed greater aware-
ness of available gov-
ernment support.

BUSINESS

Green Climate Fund partnership to
boost climate finance for municipalities

AMMAN {JIT) Dep-
uty Prime Minister
and Minister of Lo
cal Administration,
Walid Masri, outlined
these priorities dur
ing a meeting with a
GCF delegation to dis
cuss cooperation op-
portunities and the de
velopment of climate
projects at the national
and regional levels.

The meeting aims to
strengthen cooperation
with the Green Climate
Fund (GCF) and ex
pand access to climate
finance to help mu
nicipalities and local
communities address
climate change.

The delegation in-
cluded Thomas Eriks-
son, GCF Director for
Eastern Europe, Cen-
tral Asia and the Middle
East, and Regional Di-
rector, Amgad Elmahdi,
the Jordan News Agen
cy, Petra, reported.

Walid Masri, who
also chairs the hoard
of the Cities and Vil
lages Development
Bank, said cooperation
should extend beyond
project  financing  to
include  institutional
capacity-building, pro
gramme development
and stronger partner
ships among national

=
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Green Climate Fund delegation meets to discuss cooperation opportunities and the development of climate projects at the

national and regional levels

institutions, interna
ticnal  organisations
and the private sector.
He highlighted the
importance of securing
GCF accreditation for
the Cities and Villages
Development Bank to
improve Jordan's direct
access to international
climate finance and en
able the bank to direct
funding towards pov

ernment  institutions
and municipalities.
Discussions covered
zero-waste initiatives,
the circular economy,
recycling, more effi
cient resource manage-
ment, water harvesting
and sustainable local
development projects.
Masri also stressed
the need to strengthen
early warning systems

and improve prepared
ness for climate-related
risks to minimise loss-
es and protect commu
nities, infrastructure
and essential services.
He highlighted a re
gional dialogue sched
uled for December as
an opportunity to ex-
change expertise, iden
tify common priorities
and build partnerships

among stakeholders
involved in climate fi
nance and sustainable
development.

Masri said stronger
cooperation would help
attract climate finance,
deliver sustainable
projects and reinforce
Jordan’s role in ad
vancing climate action
across the region, Pet
ra, reported.

Inflation rate reaches 2.26% till September — Do$S

I file

Jordan's industrial production rises by 0.62 per cent in the
first eight months of 2026 compared with the same period last
year, according to the Department of Statistics

AMMAN (JT) — Jordan's
inflation rate averaged
2.26 per cent in the first
nine months of 2026
compared with the same
period last year, accord

ing to the Department of
Statistics (DaS).

The Consumer Price
Index rose by 2.73 per
cent year-on-yearin Sep-
tember, while increasing
by 0.16 per cent com
pared with August, the
DoS cited in its month
Iy report released on
Monday.

Rent was the larg-
est contributor to in
flation during the first
nine months of the year,
adding 0.72 percentage
points to the overall rate,
followed by transport at
(.66 percentage points,
oils and fats at 0.27 per
centage points, and to
bacco and cigarettes at
0.17 percentage points.

In September, trans-
port contributed the
most to annual inflation,
adding 1.13 percentage
points, followed by rent

at 0.76 percentage points
and oils and fats at 0.29
percentage points.

Price declines in sever
al food categories partly
offset inflationary pres-
sures during the month.

Vegetables and dried

and canned legumes
reduced the inflation
rate by 0.21 percent

age points, followed by
fruits and nuts at 0.18
percentage points and
dairy products and
eggs at 0.04 percentage
points.

Oil rises as Trump comments roil energy markets

LONDON (AFF)
Benchmark oil prices
topped £105 a barrel on
Monday after Yemen's
Iran-backed Houthi
movement launched
strikes on Saudi Ara
bia, heightening waor
ries about tight global
supplies heading into
the mnorthern hemi
sphere winter.

Doubts surround
ing US President Don
ald Trump's claim of
an "energy ceasefire”
between Ukraine and
Ruszszia, following his
surprise ANNOUNCce
ment of a deal to buy
diesel from Moscow,
further unsettled

investors.

After a mixed show
ing for stocks across
Asia, Europe's main
indices rose in mid
day deals, with the
car sector lifted by the
European Union's an
nouncement that it will
cap imports of hybrid
vehicles from China in
a bid to avert a trade
war.

The dollar was high
er against most curren-
cies ahead of key US in
flation data this week,
which will be pored
over for clues on when
the Federal Reserve
will likely raise inter
est rates once more in

a bid to tame elevated
inflation.

011 remains well
bid above $100 after
strikes on Saudi Ara
bia's Riyadh airport
over the weekend,
whilst efforts to secure
a Russia-Ukraine en
ergy truce were mud
dy,” said Neil Wilson, a
strategist at Saxo UK.

Meanwhile, "a US
deal to purchase some
Russian diesel is a
drop in the ocean”, he
added.

Russia on Monday
refused to say whether
an agreement had been
reached with Ukraine
to halt attacks on en

ergy infrastructure, a
day after Trump sowed
confusion with his uni
lateral announcement
that an "energy cease
fire" had been reached.
Trump also called for
Ukraine to “get a new
leader® after Volody
myr Zelensky slammed
Washington's easing
of Russian diesel sanc
tions, as Trump grap
ples with high fuel
prices weeks before
midterm elections in
the world's biggest
ECONOMY.
SaudiArabia's energy
minister acknowledged
ameanwhile, that the
kingdom's infrastruc

ture and resilience had
been tested following a
wave of deadly attacks
by ¥Yemen's Houthis.

The weekend strikes
marked a sharp escala
tion in the Yemen war,
where Saudi Arabia
has long supported the
internationally recog-
nised government.

Also in wview this
week for markets is
the start of the corpo
rate earnings season,
with US banking pgi
ants JP Morgan, Gold
man Sachs and Bank of
America due to report.

Tech giants will fol-
low later in October
and November, with

Benchmark oil prices topped 5105 a barrel Monday after
Yemen's Iran-backed Houthi movement launched strikes on

Saudi Arabia

traders keen to get an
idea om the outlook
for the Al sector as it

AFP file photo

invests vast sums de-
spite growing concerns
over the technology.

Microsoft co-founder
Bill Gates warned on
Sunday that unregu
lated artificial intelli
gence posed a growing
threat and predicted
an escalation in Al
powered cyber attacks
in the coming year.

He said that while
the risk of AI "get
ting out of control”
remained years away,
the immediate concern
was "bad people" using
existing systems with
out safeguards.

“The front that we'll
probably see most dra
matically in the next
year is cyber attacks”
Gates told ABC News.

Industrial production records
0.62% growth through August — DoS

AMMAN (JT) — Jordan's
industrial  production
rose by 0,62 per cent in
the first eight months of
2026 compared with the
same period last year
according to the Depart

ment of Statistics (DaS).

The Industrial Pro
duction Cuantity Index
IPOI) increased by 3.34
per cent year-on-year in
August and 3.16 per cent
compared with July, the
DoS cited in its month
ly report released on
Monday.

The cumulative index
reached 8945 points by
the end of August, up
from B8.90 points in the
same period of 2025.

The monthly index

1T fike

Jordan's industrial production rises by 0.62 per cent in the
first eight months of 2026 according to the Department of

Statistics

stood at 95.88 points in
August, compared with
92.78 points a year ear
lier and 92.94 points in
July.

Manufacturing, which
accounts for 88.7 per

cent of the index, grew
by 0.71 per cent in the
first eight months of the
year

Electricity production,
representing 5.9 per cent
of the indesx, rose by 2.14

per cent, while mining
and quarrying, which
account for 5.4 per cent,
declined by 2.21 per cent.

On an annual basis,
manufacturing  output
increased by 372 per
cent in Aupust, while
electricity  production
rose by 3.54 per cent.
While Mining and quar
rying fell by 2.97 per cent
compared with Aupust
2025,

Month-on-month, all
three sectors recorded
growth. Electricity pro
duction rose by 9.74 per
cent, mining and gquar
rying rebounded by 9.22
per cent, and manufac
turing output increased
by 2.38 per cent.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

AMMAN (JT) — Amman Stock Exchange (ASE)
trading value for Monday amounted to JD11.1
million spread over 4.8 million shares that
traded through 4,511 transactions.

The ASE share price index shed 0.37 per
cent, closing at 4167.62 points.

Out of 112 companies whose shares were
traded, the share price of 49 companies rose
while the share price of another 28 declined.

Topping the list of the companies whose
shares gained the most were Arab Interna
tional for Education and Investment by 6.99
per cent, Arab Phoenix Holdings by 5 per cent,
Nobar Trading Investment Company by 5 per
cent, Afag Holding for Investment and Real
Estate Development Company Fle. by 4.76 per
cent, and Shira Real Estate Development and
Investments by 4.76 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the
most were Jordanian Company for Develop
ing and Financial Investment by 4.64 per cent,
Al-Amal Holding by 4.49 per cent, Jordan De
capolis Properties by 4.35 per cent, Jordan
Masaken for Land and Industrial Develop
ment Projects by 4.05 per cent, and Ibn Al
Haytham Hospital Company by 4.05 per cent.

THE MARKET TODAY
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TENNIS

Alcaraz exits Shanghai
Masters in straight-sets loss

SHANGHAT (AFF) -

Carlos Alcaraz fell to Zizou Bergs

in straight sets at the Shanghai Masters on Monday,
intermipting the former world number one’s in-form
return to the professional Tour after being sidelined
for months by injury. The 39th-ranked Belgian beat
the second-seeded Spanish star 7-5, 7-6 (7/4) in the
third round to land the tournament's biggest upset
vet, and will play either Tommy Faul or Valentin
Vacherot next. “Tt's a little disbelief and not feeling
too much," Bergs, 27, said afterwards. "You're just
really in the moment, being focused on the points
you have to play” he added. TI be wvery happy.”
Alcaraz started with more quality until Bergs broke
the Spaniard's serve to go up 3-2 in the first set. The
23-year-old grabbed back that break in the next game
but was uncharacteristically off-tarpet, sending a
mess of shots into the net. He double-faulted to hand
Berps a critical break point in the 11th game, and lost
the first set when a volley went short.

CRICKET

Bangladesh close on victory over
Afghanistan after Litton century

ABIU DHART (AFP) -

Bangladesh pushed towards a

big win over Afghanistan in the one-off Test after a
brilliant century from Littom Das helped them set a
target of 479 runs in Abu Dhabi on Monday. Litton
scored 102, his seventh Test hundred, as Bangladesh
declared on 372-7 on day four at Sheikh Zayed
Stadium, having achieved a 106-mun lead in the first
innings. Afghanistan finished the day on 132-3 with
Sedicullah Atal and Hashmatullah Shahidi batting
on 35 and 19 respectively. Bangladesh will expect
their pacers and spinners to seal victory on awearing
pitch on Toesday. Bangladesh seamer Ebadot
Hossain gave his team an early breakthrough when
he dismissed Abdul Malik for two in just the second
over of the innings. Hasan Mahmud, who took a hat
trick during his five-wicket haul in the first innings,
had Shahidullah Kamal caught behind for 19 before
Rahmat Shah and Atal added 82 for the third wicket.
Shah, who made a century in Afghanistan's first
innings of 240, compiled a battling 51, hitting five
fours and a six, before Hossain had him caught
behind by Litton: It was Litton's eighth dismissal
behind the stumps in the match, setting a new record

for Bangladesh.
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Manchester United striker Bryan Mbeumo (right} wins a duel with Tottenham Hotspur defender Marcos Senesi at Old Trafford

African players in Europe: Mbeumo
ends goal drought as United draw

PARIS, France (AFF)
Cameroon star EBryan
Mbeumo ended a four
game goal drought by
scoring for Manches
ter United in a 1-1
Premier League draw
with 10-man Totten
ham Hotspur at the
weekend.

AFF Sport highlights
African headline-mak
ers in the major Euro
pean leagues:

ENGLAND
BRYAN MBEUMO
(Manchester Utd)

Mbeumo put United
ahead at old Trafford
with a clinical finish
from an acute angle
inside the Tottenham
penalty area in the 73rd
minute. But the 27-year
olds third goal this
season did not prove
the winner as Dominic
Solanke equalised in
stoppage-time to leave
United with only one
leapue win this term
from six matches.

MICOLAS JACKSON
[Aston Villa)

The Senegal striker scored
for the third time in his
last five pames, but it was
not enough to nspire a
win over Brentford at Vil
la Park. Jackson equalised
forVillain the 1 2th minute
with a close-range finish
after Emiliano Buendia's
effort deflected into his
path. Unsettled by a host
of close-season  sales,
Unai Emery's men sit 15th
with just one victory in six
top-flight matches.

SPAIN
YAN DIOMANDE
{Real Madrid)

Beal Madrds record
signing, 140 million-eu-
ro ($157 million} Ivory
Coast winger Diomande,
grabbed his first goal for
the club to earn a 1-0win
aver Villarreal. The wing

er started on the left flank
instead of Vinicius Junior
and drilled home from
Jjust inside the area with a

Americans Hall and Woodford win
economics Nobel for stabilisation models

STOCKHOLM (AFP)
Ameticans Robert Hall
and Michael Woodford
were awarded the Nobel
economics prize Mon
day for their work on
how monetary and fiscal
policy can better stahilise
dismuptive ecomomic flue
tuations.

The two were honoured
for developing new mod
els for managing reces
sions and other crises that
fail to respond to tradi
tional tools.

“On the basis of these
models, well-timed fis
cal and monetary policy
measures can reduce the
economy’s  peaks and
troughs,” the jury said.

The Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences ex
plained in a statement
that ever since John May
nard Keynes formulated
his economic theories al
most a century aga, “stabi
lization” policies had long
let officials boost econom
ic growth when needed.

But during the oil
shocks in the 1970s, the
Keynesian models  that
governed when and how
action should be taken no
longer worked.

Hall, 83, a professor at
Stanford University, and
Woodford, a professor at
Columbia University born
in 1955, separately began
to explore new models.

“Rather than hasing
the models on statistical
links between macroeco

AFP photo

The winners of the 2026 Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred
Mobel, Robert E Hall (left] and Michael Woodford, are displayed on a screen at the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences in Stockholm on Monday

nomic variables, such as
inflation, production and
consumption, they chose
to build them cn a micro

economic foundation,” the
Jury said.

Hall and Woodford's
models include an “under
standing for how the total
mass of individual house
holds and businesses af:
fect the economy through
their actions”, it said.

A fundamental aspect
of this is the understand
ing that households are
forward-locking  when
making decisions about
spending or saving.

Tremendous honour’

This means the way gov
eroments and central

banks communicate their
policies can influence peo
ple’s views of the future
when making such deci
sioms.

“The laureates’ wwork
has provided us with a
stable theoretical founda
tion for the models that
are now used by central
banks and governments
around the world,” John
Hassler, chair of the prize
awarding committee, said
in a statement.

“It's a surprise, but I'm
feeling very good about it,"
Woodford told reporters
via phone during the an
nouncement of the prize,
saying he felt “elated” over
receiving “a tremendous
honour”.

A concrete example of

his work implemented
in practice was when the
2008 financial crisis cre
ated a situation where
“traditional tools of mone
tary policy were not really
adequate to deal with the
problem of restoring eco
nomic activity”, he said,
noting that interest rates
were already lowered to
zero In many countries.

One of the nmew ap
proaches  employed by
central banks was to start
making “more explicit
statements” on where they
believed puiding interest
rates were headed in the
future, which continues to
this day.

“Tthink it did contribute
to better stabilisation. It
didn't magically solve the
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crisp finish to start mak
ing good on his transfer
fee after a slow start to
life in the Spanish capital,

GERMANY
ISMAEL SAIBARI (Bayern
Munich)

Morocco playmaker
Saibhari helped spare
Bayern's blushes as the
champions laboured
to a surprise 2-2 draw
at Augsburg. Saibari
equalised for Bayern
early in the second half
after a howler from
Manuel Neuer had al
lowed Augsburg to go
ahead after just eight
seconds. It was the
25-year-old's second
goal in two games. He
scored his first for Bay
ern in the 7-0 rout of Un
ion Berlin just before the
international break.

TEREM MOFFI
(Hamburg)

Nigeria striker Moffi
scored his first Bundes

problem, but I think it was
an Important contribu
tion,"Woodford said.

‘Public understanding’

While his theories hawe
had a large impact on
policymakers, he said they
had not been “motivated
by a specific poelitical
agenda”.

“It was an attempt to
improve the foundations
for discussion of econom
ic policy and therefore
to contribute both to the
management of the econ
omy, but also to contribute
to public understanding,”
Woodford said.

The decision to honour
work on monetary policy
comes as the US Federal
Beserve, the United States
central bank which
recently hiked rates to
combat inflation — faces
unprecedented  pressure
from President Donald
Trump to cut interest
rates.

The economics prize is
the only Nobel not among
the original five created
in the will of Swedish sci
entist Alfred Nobel, who
died in 1896.

It was instead created
through a donation from
the Swedish central bank
in 1968, but like the Nobels
in chemistry and physics,
the Royal Swedish Acad
emy of Sciences chooses
the winner using the same
selection process.

lipa poal as Hamburg
came from behind to
win 3-2 at Hoffenheim.
The 27-yearold, who
joined Hamburg from
Nice in August, made an
immediate impact after
coming on as a substi
tute in the 76th minute.

He headed in Hamburg's
equaliser just seven
minutes later  Miro

Muheim grabbed the
stoppage-time winner.

FRANCE
MAMA BALDE (Brest)

Balde scored for Guin
ea-Bizssau in a stunning
3-0 Africa Cup of Na
tions qualifying victory
over Nigeria this month.
The 30-year-old winger
was among the goals
again at the weekend,
this time in Ligue 1,
claiming the fourth as
Brest routed Angers 5-1
in a mid-table clash. He
completed a brilliant
solo effort with a su
perb strike from inside
the box.
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Faisali and Hussein
resume Asian matches

By Aline Bannayan

ANDIAN Jordan's
League champs Hussein
play Oman's Al Seeh in an
away encounter on Tues
day in their second Group
D match in the 2026-27
AFC Champions League
Tiwn the second-tier
club competition organ
ised by the Asian Football
Confederation.

Husszein kicked off their
matches with a disap
pointing 2-2 draw with
East Bengal that kept
them third in the group
after Iraq's Shorta beat
AlSeeh 1-0.

League runnerup Fais
ali on the other hand face
Saudi Arahia’s Nahda in
Wednesday's Group C
match. Faisali are bottom
of the group after their
opening 4-3 defeat to
Oatar's Al Rayyan while
Nahda drew Saudi Ara-
bia's Taawoumn 1-1.

Fans had higher ex

pectations  after many
stars on both lineups
represented  Jordan  at
the World Cup, However,
players in the league have
had inconsistent per
formaneces with Faisali in
the lead after three wins
and a draw while Hus-
sein are now 6th in the
tahle after a sole win, two
draws and one defeat..
UAEs Al Wahda leads
Group A which includes
Uzhelistan’s MNasaf, Ku-
waits SCand Bahrain's
Khaldiya, while Turk
menistan’s  Arkadaglead
Group B which includes
Bahrain's Muharradg,
UAE's Jaziraand Iran's
Gol Gohar Sirjan. After
group-stage matches
endDecember 2, the top
two teams from each

group will mowve to the
Round of 16. The knock
out stage begins on Feb
ruary 9, 2027, with the
final scheduled for May
15, 2027,

8
AFC
CHAMPIONS
LEAGUE
TWO
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Al in sports betting is metamorphosing the game of chance into a symphony of data-driven

precision

Startups are betting

on Al to predict the future

NEWYOREK (AFP) — Sev

eral startups are betting
that they can leverage
artificial intelligence (AT}
to make better forecasts
than even the most spe

cialised experts when
it comes to topics as
varied as stock market
movements, the reo

pening of the Strait of
Hormuz, or how a Shak-
ira song will perform
on music charts.

By 2030, "We're going
to feel that what we were
doing for our decision
making was complete
Stone Age thinking,” Dan
Schwarz, cofounder of
the forecasting compa
ny FutureSearch, said.

Al forecasting models
are already on par with
the best "superforecast
ers" gifted individu

NO

job" in

als whose estimates are
markedly superior to
those of ordinary peo
Fle thanks to troves
of data acguired from
both public and private
SOUTCES.

In early September,
two AT models made his
tory when they took the
top spots in the Metacu
lus Cup, a competition
among prediction cham
pions, both human and
nonhuman.

FutureSearch's in
house human wizard,
superforecaster Tom

Liptay, is aware that
"he's mot secure in his
the medium
term, Schwarz said. "He
knows that these things
are going to surpass
him."

Theo Summer, who

RS

cofounded Preseen with
Veniamin  Veselovsky,
used Al tools to turn $35
into $1.9 million in just
seven months on the
American  prediction
making site Kalshi.

The idea is not to
guarantes a result but
to define a probability
of occurrence, with the
ahility to cross-check
assumptions related to
several interconnected
events for example,
changes in the price of
pil and the war in the
Middle East.

"Right now, the quick
est buyers are normally
the hedge funds, just
because if they think
they can make money
off something, they can
move pretty fast,” Ves-
elovsky said.
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