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Summit of the Southern European Union Countries being held in Croatia

Crown Prince meets
with Monaco prince

AMMAN (JT) HRH
Crown Prince Hus
sein met on Wednes
day with Prince Albert
I of Monaco, on the
sidelines of the MEDY
Summit of the South
ern European Union
Countries being held
in Croatia.

The meeting covered
the deep-rocted ties

between Jordan and
Monaco, as well as
ways to enhance coop
eration across warious
sectors, according to a
Royal Court statement.

Speaking about re
gional developments,
the Crown Prince em
phasised the impor
tance of continuing to
step up internation

al efforts to restore
calm in the regiom in
a way that ensures
the security of Arab
states.

Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minis
ter Ayman Safadi, and
Director of the Office
of the Crown Prince
Zaid Bagain attended
the meeting.
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Cruelty to animals:

between imitation

and deliberate
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Deputising for King, Crown Prince
attends MED9 Summit in Croatia

B Crown Prince thanks Croatia for inviting Jordan as special guest for 3rd consecutive year

B His Royal Highness underlines immense potential to build upon ties between Jordan, MED9 coun-
tries through cooperation, joint projects

B Crown Prince says Jordan’s geographic position serves as strategic gateway linking Middle East

with Europe

AMMAN (JT) Depu
tising for His Majesty
King Abdullah, HRH
Crowmn  Prince Hussein
on Wednesday attended

the MED9 Summit of

the Southem European
Union Countries heing
held in Croatia under the
theme “For a More Secure,
Resilient and Sustainable
Mediterranean”,

During the summit, the
Crown Prince expressed
appreciation to Croatia
for inwviting Jordan to
participate as a special
guest in the summit for
the third consecutive
year, which affirms the
strenpth of relations be-
tween Jordan, Croatia,
and other countries of the
MEDS proup, according to
a Royal Court statement.

Hiz HRoyal Highness
emphasised, during his
remarks at the summit,
the importance of step
ping up intermatiomal ef
forts to ease tensions in
the region and ensure
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Deputising for His Majesty King Abdullah, HRH Crown Prince Hussein participates in the MEDS Summit of the Southern European
Union Countries, being held in Croatia

freedom of navigation in
international waterways,
as well as the need for the
intermational commumity
to address the root causes
of the escalation in the

region.

The Crown Prince high
lighted the repercussions
of the Iran war on the re
gion and the world, not
ing that some countries

have come under attack,
whilst many others are
facing economic chal

His Royal Highness said
Jordan has experienced
the impact of the war on

lenges such as rising pric-  both of these fronts.
es, energy shortages and
supply chain disruptions. Continued on page 5

Jordan condemns Houthi attacks on Saudi airports

Three people killed, dozens injured in attacks on Riyadh, Abha airports — Saudi media

AMMAN (JT} — Jordan
on Wednesday con
demned two Houthi
attacks targeting Abha
Internaticnal Airport
and King Khalid In
ternational Airport in
Saudi Arabia, which
killed several residents
of Moroccan, Algerian,
and Sudanese nation
alities and injured oth
ETS.

The Ministry of For
eipn Affairs slammed
the Houthi attacks as
a wiolation of Saudi
Arabia’s  sovereignty
and a threat to its se
curity and stability
and a breach of inter
national law and the
UM Charter.

Ministry Spokesper
son Fouad Majali reaf
firmed Jordan's “ab
solute solidarity” with
Saudi Arabia and sup

port for all measures
it takes to protect its
security, stability, re
sources, and the safe
ty of its citizens and
residents,

Majali  also  ex
pressed Jordan's con

dolences to the pov
ernments, peoples and
families of those killed
and wished the injured
a speedy recovery.
Three people, includ
ing two women, were
killed and dozens in

jured in

attacks on
two airports in Saudi
Arabia, the Kingdom's
General Authority of
Civil Aviation said on
Wednesday.

A Moroccan woman
and an Algerian woman
were killed in an attack
on Tuesday on Abha In
ternational Airport in
Asir province, which
borders Yemen, accord
ing to Riyadh-based
Arab News.

The strike injured 28
people, some severely,
including a BEangla
deshi and Filipino, the
authority said.

The attack on Riy
adh's King Khalid In
ternational Alrport on
Wednesday killed a
Sudanese man and in

jured eight people, in

cluding two Egyptians
and one Pakistani, ac

cording to Arab News.

all of the injured
were immediately
transferred to  hos
pital, the  author

ity said, adding that
the two attacks also
caused damage to the
airports.

On Wednesday morn
ing, a spokesman for
the coalition to sup
port Yemen's sover
eipnty said Saudi air
defenzes shot down a
Houthi ballistic mis
sile north of Riyadh.

Maj. Gen. Turki Al
Maliki confirmed later
in the evening that the
launch platform used
for the attack was de
stroyed in the Yemeni
capital Sanaa, while
the militants were pre
paring for an immi
nent attack against the
Kingdom.

Foreign reserves at CBJ
rise to $28.5 billion

AMMAN (JT) — Jordan's

foreipn cUrTency reserves
rose by about %3 billion,
or 11.7 per cent, at the

Bank of Jordan (CBJ)
said on Wednesday.

end of September com
pared with their level at
the end of 2025, reaching

%$28.5 hillion, the Central Continued on page §
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Palestinians walk along a street lined with destroyed buildings at the Jabalia refugee camp in
the northern Gaza Strip on Monday

Israel strikes Gaza on October 7
anniversary, three dead — officials

GAZA  CITY, MNABLUS,
Palestinian  Territories
(AFP) — Israel carried out
new strikes in Gaza on

Wednesday as it marked
the third anniversary of
the October 7 surprise at
tacks by Hamas, with Pal

estinian officials report
ing three people dead.

Continued on page 5

Registered companiesrise 7.24% in first nine months of 2026

AMMAN (JT) The
number of compa
nies registered in Jor
dan rose 7.24 per cent
during the first nine
months of 2026 com
pared with the same
period last year, ac
cording to a report is
sued by the Companies
Control Department.

A total of 6,046 com
panies were registered
from January through
September, compared
with 5,638 during the
corresponding  period

of 2025, the Jordan
News Agency, Petra,
reported.

The total registered
capital exceeded JD201
million, with limited li
ability companies ac
counting for the largest
share of new registra
tions at 4,682 or 77 per
cent of the total. Their
combined registered
capital exceeded JD76
million.

Private  sharehold

ing companies record-
ed the highest regis
tered capital among
company categories
during the period,
exceeding JD77 mil

lion, according to the
report.

The number of com
panies deregistered or

cancelled fell
cent

15 per
year-on-year to

fell 50 per cent to 10
during the first nine
months of 2026, com
pared with 20 during
the corresponding pe-
riod last year.

Capital increases
reached mearly JD1
billion in 2026 for the
secand consecutive
year, an inecrease of ap
proximately JD48 mil
lion compared with
2025.

A total of 990 com
panies increased their
capital during the pe-
riod, compared with
1,300 in 2025, while
146 companies reduced
their capital, compared
with 203 during the
same period last year.

The report also said
that 92,193 companies
had activated electron
ic accounts since the
launch of the depart
ment's digital services
at the end of 2020, in
cluding 5,973 compa
nies during 2026,

764, compared with
899 during the same
period in 2025,
Companies deregis
tered in the same year
they were registered
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The King Hussein Cancer Foundation and the Kuwait Society for Relief sign a cooperation
agreement aimed at supporting cancer patients arriving from the Gaza Strip in Jordan

KHCF, Kuwaiti charity sign agreement
to support Gaza patients in Jordan

AMMAN (JT) The
King Hussein Cancer
Foundation (KHCF)
and the Xuwait So
ciety for Relief have
sipned a cooperation
agreement aimed at
supporting cancer pa
tients arriving from
the Gaza Strip by cov
ering the costs of med
ical care at the King
Hussein Cancer Centre
(KHCC) and their ac
commodation in Jor
dan during treatment.

The agreement was
sipned by KHCF Di
rector General Nis-
reen  Qatamish and
Chairman of the Ku-
wait Society for Re
lief Ihrahim Al Saleh
during a wvisit by a
society delegation to
the centre, the Jordan
News Agency, Petra,
reported.

meeting with several
patients from Gaza
who are benefitting
from the support, as
well as an opportunity
to see the tangible im
pact of the humanitar
ian assistance on the
ground.

Oatamish said that
the support provided
by the society repre-
sents an extension of
the strategic partner
ships between KHCF
and supporters from
Kuwait.

She praised the so-
ciety for its continued
support for cancer pa
tients arriving from
Gaza, which gives
them the opportunity
to receive compre-
hensive treatment in
accordance with the
highest standards and
helps ease the living

For his part, Kuwait
Society for Relief Dep-
uty Director General
Omar Al Thuwaini said
that supporting cancer
patients arriving from
the Gaza Strip stems
from the society’s hu
manitarian  mission
and its commitment to
standing by the most
vulnerahle groups,
particularly amid the
exceptional  circum-
stances faced by the
people of the Strip.

“We believe that pro
viding treatment and
dignified care for pa-
tients is a humanitar
ian duty before it is
relief work,” he said,
adding that the socie-
ty is proud of its part
nership with KHCF,
which he described
as a leading model in
providing specialised

Olive presses nationwide to begin operations

on October 15 — Ag

ANMMAN (JT) The
Ministry of Apricul
ture on Wednesday
decided to allow ol
ive presses across the
Kingdom to open and
commence operations
for the current season
as of October 15.

The ministry called
on agricultural di
rectors in all gowver
norates to monitor
Presses to ensure com
pliance with the set
date, stressing that no
pressing will be per
mitted prior to Octo
ber 15 under penalty
of legal liability, Al
Mamlaka TV reported.

With the season
approaching, 153 Il
censed presses nation
wide are prepared to
receive the crop, with

production  expected
to reach around 30,000
tonnes, according

to Head of the Olive
Presses Owners Syndi
cate Tayseer Najdawi.
Najdawi said that
most presses would
begin operations
within 15 days, fol
lowing the completion
of preparations and
health and safety in
spections by relevant
authorities, including
the Ministry of Agri
culture, the Ministry
of Health and the Jor-
dan Food and Drug
Administration.
Describing  indieca
tors for the current
season as "very good’,
Najdawi said that this
year's expected crop
is significantly better
than last year's sea
son, when mnational
production fell to less
than 20 per cent of the
Kingdom's usual aver

w!/

riculture Ministry
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Head of the Olive Presses Owners Syndicate Tayseer Majdawi expects olive oil prices to range between JD'90 and JD 110 for the
16-kilogramme tin, depending on quality and grade

tonnes.

This season’s pro
duction is expected to
reach around 30,000
tonnes, compared to a
domestic consumption
of 25000 to 28,000
tonnes, which is likely
to leave a surplus.

Regarding opeTa
tional costs, Najdawi
indicated that press
ing fees are likely to
rise by 5 to 10 per cent
this season, describing
the increase as “mod
est” given rising rum
ning and maintenance

expenditures.
Current Press
ing charges stand

at JDO.E5 per kilo
gramme of oil, a rate
maintained for nearly
12 years despite con

operational costs.

Majdawi attributed
the anticipated adjust-
ment to “significant”
rises in maintenance
and operating costs
over the past two
years, alongside the
high cost of importing
machinery and spare
parts unavailable in
local markets.

Olive oil prices
would remain subject
to supply and demand,
with prices expect
ed to range between
JD90 and JD110 for
the 16-kilogramme tin,
depending on gquality
and grade, according
to Najdawi.

Final price determi
nations will depend on
overall output, market

throughout the season,
he noted, emphasising
that priority will be
given to meeting do-
mestic demand before
opening export chan
nels in the event of lo-
cal self-sufficiency.

Final price
determinations
will depend on
overall output,
market supply...

Mahmoud Ouran,
director general of
the General Union of
Jordanian Farmers,

against promotional
offers  selling local
olive oil for JDS0 to
JDE0 per the 16-kilo
gramme tin.

Ouran stressed that
production costs for
the 16-kilogramme tin
range between JD75
and JDBO for farm-
ers, making low-price
offers  economically
illogical.

He wurged citizens
to source olive oil ex-
clusively from trusted

channels, warning
against  individuals
impersonating  farm

owners or oil market
ers, as well as vendors
operating near press
premises claiming to
sell freshly pressed
oil prior to the official

Italian professor explores
whether robots can develop self-awareness

ANIMAN From the
very beginming, artists
and scientists pointed
out on the negative side
of rohotisation of the in-
dustry and world, and
what would be long
term repercussions of
so-called intelligent
machines.

Artificial  intellipence
(Al} continues to advance
at a remarkable pace and
the debate is growing
more intense: How intel
ligent can machines be
come? Could we one day
create a robot that does
more than receive infor
mation, analyse it, and
respond, but is actually
aware of itself and the
wiorld around it?

Intelligence and social
consclousness is not the
same thing An intelli-
gent System can process
vast amounts of data,
learn new techniques,
solve problems, penerate
language and make com
plex decisions.

¥et, none of this neces
sarily means it is aware
that it is doing so. Con-
sciousness  involves a
subjective inner experi
ence, a sense of self and
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Professor Antonio Chella (right) on Monday at the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in
Amman talks about the dilemmas of Al

an awareness of what is
happening both internal
ly and externally.
“There's no agreement
among scientists what
iz for human to be con-
scipusness,” said Italian
Professor Antomio Chella,
who spoke on Monday
at a lecture titled "Engi
neering Consclousness:
Can a Robot Become Self
Aware?" hosted by the
Abdul Hameed Shoman
Foundation in Amman.
Chella, who teaches
robotics at the University
of Falermo, is also the

director of its Robotics
Laboratory.

“The challenge to con
trol intelligent machines
lies in the fact that we
have no way of measur
ing a machine’s inner ex
perience, assuming such
an experience exists at
all," zaid the professor.

Even in humans, sci-
ence has yet to fully ex
plain how conscicusness
emerges from brain ac-
tivity. If pecple still do not
completely understand
human  consciousness,
the gquestion becomes

even more difficult when
they seek it in machines,
Chella underlined.
“Twanted to study con
sciousness in humans by
studying robots,” Chella
said, noting that there
are two main ideas about
consciousness-phenom
enal consciousness and
ACCESS CONSCIONSTIEsS.
Neurons are inter
linked with other neu
rons of human brain, but
“When we open a robot
we would see transistors,
and we cannot say that
neurons and transistor

“Though, 1 prefer to
leave the door open,”
Chella said, adding that
some aspects of human
consciousness are based
on introspection.

Opinions on this is
sue vary widely. Some
researchers arpue that
what matters is not the
material an entity is
made of, but the way in
formation and processes
are organised within it.

“We pDeed to lmow
what's going on within

the machine”" Chella
said.
“From this perspective,

if we can build a system
capable of performing
the functions associated
with consciousness, ar
tificial  consciousness
could, in principle, be
come possible.”

Other scientists main
tain that consciousness
is inseparable from hio
logical life, the body, the
nervous system, and
semsory experience. In
their view, information
processing  alone, no
matter how sophisti
cated, is not enough to
create genuine subjective
eXperience.

GAM identifies over 40 sites with illegally reserved parking spaces

AMMAN (JT) The
Greater Amman Mu-
nicipality (GAM] has

identified more than 40
locations where public
parking spaces were be
ing illegally reserved,
while the number of
people referred to the
administrative governor
has exceseded 15, GAM
Executive Director of
Districts and City Serv
ices Ghazi Hadid said on
Wednesday.

Hadid told Al Mamla-
ka TV that the campaign
against unlicensed valet
parking services is ongo-
ing throughout the year,
noting that it has been
intenzified amid numer
ous complaints about
the illegal reservation of
parking spaces.

Al Mamilaka TV pi\ntt-u

GAM Executive Director of Districts and City Services Ghazi
Hadid on Wednesday urges citizens to wverify that wvalet
services or parking facilities are licensed before using them

He urged citizens to
verify that valet services
or parking facilities are
licensed before using
them, noting that the li
cence must be displayed
in a way that allows us

ers to verify the legality
of the service.

In the event of a vio
lation, complaints can
be submitted through
GAM's electronic serv
ices, its unified contact

number or emergency
numbers. Municipality
teams are also deployed
in the field around the
clock to monitor viola-
tions and respond to
complaints,

Hadid said that the
latest regulations pov
erning wvalet parking 1i
censing were issued in
May 2026 and set out
the conditions and in
structions for obtaining
a licence.

The licence requires
the company to hawve
a commercial regis
tration, in addition to
meeting the procedures
and instructions related
to the company and its
employees,  including
ensuring that employ
ees have no restrictions

against them.

The Greater Amman
Municipality announced
that valet permits can
be issued electronically
through its website for
parking company own
ers and commercial
establishments.

For  establishments
wishing to wuse their
structural parking spac
es for valet services, the
municipality said that
the required spaces
must be fully desig
nated for the business,
without any reduction,
and must not be subject
to a fee. Service provid
ers are also prohibited
from using pavements
or reserving them with
barriers under any
circumstances.

Al Mamlaka TV phato

Members of a parliamentary delegation attend separate meetings with international
parliamentary groups at the 153rd General Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union in

Tanzania

MPs highlight peace, development,
Palestinian rights at IPU assembly

AMMAN (JT) — A par
liamentary delega
tion, headed by First
Deputy Speaker of the
Lower House Khamis
Attieh, has continued
its meetings at the
153rd General Assem
bly of the Inter-Parlia
mentary Union (IPL)
in Tanzania.

Members of the del-
egation attended sep
arate meetings with
international parlia
mentary groups, em
phasising the need to
bolster  cooperation
and exchange perspec
tives on key agenda
items, particularly
good governance, com
munity empowerment,
inclusion and public
trust, 4l Mamlaka TV

reported.
Addressing the
Standing Committee

on United Nations Af
fairs, MF Omar Kha
1di said that parlia
ments are no longer
strictly national bod
ies for legislation
and oversight, but es-
sential components
of the international
system and collective
efforts to address cri
ses, build peace and
achieve  sustainable
development.

He said that the
interconnected na
ture of current global
challenges  requires
genuine international

cooperation and in
stitutions capable
of translating global
commitments into
concrete policies, leg
islation and action.

Khaldi stressed the
need to support po
litical solutions, ad
here to international
law, protect civilians
and strengthen inter
national cooperation
against terrorism and
extremism.

He also noted that
water, food, climate,
energy and cyber secu
rity have become cen
tral pillars of national
and human security.

Participating in a
workshop hosted by
the working group on
the role of parliaments
in enforcing interna
tional humanitarian
law and international
human rights law, MP
Motaz Abu Rumman
said that respecting
international law was
both a legal and moral
obligation for states.

He stressed that
Falestinian children
hold the same funda
mental right to life as
any child worldwide,
emphasising the Pal-
estinian people’s right
to live freely, safely
and with dignity on
their land, secure their
legitimate national
rights and establish
their independent

state on their national
soil.

Addressing the
Standing Committee
on Sustainable De-
velopment, MP Yanal
Freihat stressed that
justice is the corner
stone of development,
saying genuine sus
tainahility cannot be
achieved while occu
pation persists.

Freihat called on
participating delega
tions to consider how
the international com
munity can discuss
sustainable develop
ment and equal oppor
tunities while entire
populations are de
prived of hasic human
survival requirements.

He stressed that Pal
estinians in Gaza, the
West Bank and Jerun
salem are not seeking
green  development,
artificial intelligence
or climate change so
lutions, but rather
their fundamental
right to survival, life,
freedom, security and

dignity.
The delegation is
scheduled to contin

ue its programme of
meetings through the
conclusion of the as
sembly, which features
broad  participation
from speakers and
parliamentary Tepre-
sentatives from more
than 140 countries.



THE JORDAN TIMES | Thursday, October 8, 2026

JORDAN 3

Prime Minister Jafar Hassan

Prime minister directs replacement
of unsafe heaters ahead of winter

AMMAN (JT) Prime
Minister Jafar Hassan
on Tuesday directed the
Ministry of Social De
velopment to continue
replacing unsafe heat
ers used by citizens
with safer alternatives.

The measure iz part
of povernment efforts
to protect public safety

ahead of winter and
allow heouseholds to
replace  substandard
heating appliances
with certified models,
the Jordan News Agen
cy, Petra, reported.

In January, the Cabi
net allocated the neces
sary funds, and tasked
the ministry with re

placing 15,000 unsafe
heaters through its di
rectorates and centres
across the Kingdom's
governorates.

Haszan also directed
the Ministry of Indus
try, Trade and Supply
and relevant regula
tory authorities to in-
tensify inspections of

factories and commer
cial outlets to ensure
compliance with safety
standards.

He stressed that vio
lations must be detect
ed and dealt with in ac
cordance with the law
and called for strict
enforcement of safety
requirements.

Foreign minister, EU officials
discuss ties, regional developments

AMMAN (JT) — Depu
ty Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ay-
man Safadi on Tues-
day met with Croatian

Minister of Foreign
and European Affairs
Gordan Grli-Radman

to discuss bilateral re-
lations and regional
developments.

The meeting was held
on the sidelines of HRH
Crown Prince Hussein's
visit to Croatia, where
he is representing His
Majesty Xing Abdul-
lah at the South Euro.
pean Countries Sum
mit (MED3] in Split,
according to a Foreign
Ministry statement.

Safadi and Grli
Radman discussed
ways to strengthen
bilateral relations
and reviewed regional
developments.

Also on Wednesday,
Safadi met with Portu-
guese Foreign Minister
Faulo Rangel on the
sidelines of the MEDS
Summit.

The two ministers

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi

affirmed the strong
friendship and close
relations between Jor
dan and Portugal, and
stressed  the impor-
tance of continuing
efforts to strengthen
cooperation in various
fields.,

They also discussed

regional developments.

Safadi also met with
EU Commissioner for
the Mediterranean
Dubravka Suica, with
talks focusing on ways
to deepen cooperation

between Jordan and
the E1.
The two officials

stressed the impor-
tance of the Jordan
EU Investment Con
ference, which Jordan
will host on November
19, and discussed re-
gional developments
and efforts to restore
lasting security and
stability.

Official travel restrictions generate
JD3m in savings — minister

ANMMAN (JT) Min
ister of State for Prime
Ministry Affairs Abdul
latif Majdawi said omn
Wednesday that Prime
Minister Jafar Hassan's
decision to restrict of
ficial foreign travel
achieved fiscal savings
of approximately JD3
million to date.

Najdawi noted that
financial savings re
sulting from the deci
sion are expected to
reach around JD4 mil
lion by the end of 2026,
according to a provided
statement.

Prime Minister Jafar
Hassan issued a cir
cular in February re
stricting foreign travel
for ministers, heads of
official bodies and gov

ermment — department
directors exclusively to
essential  operational
meetings.

The Prime Minister
specified that trawel
must be limited to a
single official without
accompanying delega
tions and that official
stays must not exceed
twao nights.

In a directive issued
in early June, the Prime
Minister extended the
decision to suspend of
ficial travel for staff,
delegations and com
mittees through the
end of 2026, permitting

Aerial wiew of the Frime Ministry

travel only under excep
tional circumstances
with prior approval.
The directive also
included  suspending
the hosting of official
foreign delegations
through the end of 2026.

Army chief, US Army Central

commander discuss coo

AMMAN {(JT) — Chair
man of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff Maj. Gen. Magdi
Harasis on Wednesday
received Commander
of US Army Central
Lt. Gen. Kevin Leahy
and an accompanying
delegation.

Harasis and Leahy
discussed ways to en
hance military coopera
tion and coordination
between the two armed
forces, and expand the
existing defence part-
nership to support joint
efforts to promote re-
gional and internation
al security and stability,
according to a Jordan
Armed Forces-Arab
Army (JAF) statement.

Leahy expressed ap
preciation for Jordan
and the JAF's role in
promoting security and
stability at the region

peration

JAF photo

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Maj. Gen. Magdi Harasis on Wednesday receives
Commander of US Army Central Lt. Gen. Kevin Leahy and an accompanying delegation

al and international

levels.

Senior JAF officers
and the U5 defence at

taché in Amman attend
ed the meeting.

Army foils infiltration
attempt by two individuals

AMMAN (JT) The
Southern Military Re-
gion early on Wednes-
day thwarted an infil
tration attempt by two
individuals across one
of its border fronts, af
ter Border Guard forc
es detected them at-
tempting to cross the
border illegally.

The forces applied
the approved rules of
engagement, arrested
the two individuals

and referred them to
the relevant authori
ties for lepal action,
according to a Jordan
Armed Forces-Arab
Army (JAF) statement.
The JAF reaffirmed
its commitment to
protecting national
borders, and counter
ing infiltration and il
legal entry attempts
in accordance with
applicable laws and
instructions.

Environment Ministry launches update of green growth plans for six sectors

AMMAN (JT) — The Min-
istry of Environment on
Wednesday launched
work to update the Phase
II Green Growth Plans
for the energy, transport,
agriculture, water, tour
ism and waste sectors,
with technical support

from the EU Delegation to
Jordan.
The wupdate builds

on the National Green
Growth Action Plans for
2021-2026 and is aligned
with the priorities of the
Economic — Modernisa
tion Vision and require-
ments for the next phase,
the Jordan News Agency,
Petra, reported.

National experts spe
cialising in the six sectors
have been selected to re-
view the previous plans,
assess progress and de
velop updated, imple-
mentable plans in coordi
nation with the relevant
ministries.

Minister of Emviron-
ment Ayman Suleiman,
who chairs the Green

Petra photo

The Ministry of Environment on Wednesday launches work to update the Phase Il Grean

Growth Plans

Growth  Steering  Com
mittee, said the update is
part of efforts to establish
green growth as a nation-
al strategic approach to
sustainable development.

Suleiman made the
remarks during a meet
ing to launch the update
process, attended by EU
Delegation to Jordan En-
ergy and Environment
Programme Manager
Omar Abu Eid, Secretary
General of the Ministry

of Environmment Omar
Arabiat, who chairs the
Green  Growth Techni
cal Committee, ministry
officials and national
experts,

Suleiman said that the
updated plans would
help move from general
green growth policies and
frameworks to practical
pProgramunes, — projects
and measures that ad
dress national priorities
and the needs of individ

ual sectors.

He highlighted the
need for solutions that
improve resource-use ef-
ficiency, protect natural
capital, support green
investment and innova
tion, create green jobs
and help address the im
pacts of climate change,
in line with the Economic
Modernisation Vision and
Sustainable Development
Goals.

Suleiman also called for

broader cooperation with
national institutions, the
private sector and civil
society to support imple
mentation, monitor out
comes and turn the plans’
outputs into development
and investment opportu-
nities that contribute to
economic growth and job
creation.

He said the update
would be carried out
with the relevant minis-
tries and would build on
the achievements of the
2021-2026 action plans.

The process will also
take into account the
priorities of the second
executive programme of
the Economic Modernisa
tion Vision for 2026-2029,
alongside consultations
with the private sec
tor, the Central Bank of
Jordan and other rel
evant entities to align
the plans with economie,
imvestment and financing
priorities.

Abu Eid highlighted the
strategic partnership be-

tween Jordan and the EUT
and the Ministry of Envi
ronment's role in advanc-
ing the green transition.

He said that EU techni
cal support for updating
the plans is in line with
the bloc's priorities on the
green transition, climate
action and the sustain-
ability of the Mediterra-
TIEan region.

Under the Green Econ-
omy Programme in Jor
dan, EU support focuses
on strengthening integra
tion among the energy,
water, food and environ
ment sectors, improving
resource-use  efficiency,
supporting nature-based
solutions to  climate
change and turning en-
vironmental challenges
into  opportunities  for
sustainable development,
Abu Eid said.

He also stressed the im
portance of private-sector
cooperation and attract
ing European investment
to pricrity development
and economic projects.

CRIME

Court upholds over two-year sentence for teen in sexual assault case

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN — The Court of
Cassation has upheld a
January 2022 Juvenile
Court ruling sentenc
ing a 17-year-old boy
to over two years in
prison for molesting a
minor from Irbid a year
earlier,

The court declared
the 17-year-cld defend
ant (at the time of trial)
guilty of molesting the

minor and handed him
a fouryear sentence to
be served at a juwvenile
correctional facility.
However, the court
decided to reduce the
sentence to two years
and eight months be
cause the victim's fam-
ily dropped charpges
against him and to “give
the defendant a second
chance in life since he is
young, and should get
a chance at reforming

himself and reintegrat
ing into society”.

Court papers said the
victim was lured by the
defendant and two oth
er men, who were tried
at the Criminal Court,
to an apartment.

“The three took turns
in sexually assault
ing the minor at knife

point,” court papers
said.
The defendants

threatened the boy “not

to inform anyone about
the sexual assault in
cident and let him go”,
court papers added.

The wictim left and
notified his Ffamily,
who filed a complaint
against the three de
fendants, the court
maintained.

The defendant con
tested  hizs  wverdict,
claiming that the court
relied on contradic
tory testimonies by the

victim.

Meanwhile, the Ju
venile Court’s attorney
general asked the high
er court to uphold the
sentence.

The higher court
ruled that the Juve-
nile Court proceed-

ings were accurate and
that the defendant re-
ceived the appropriate
punishment.

“The defendant con
fessed to the sexual as

sault incident when he
was arrested,” the high
er court ruled.

Therefore, he de
served the punishment
he received, the higher
court added.

The Court of Cas
sation was headed by
Judge Mohammad Ib
rahim and included
judges Nayef Samarat,
Yassin Abdullat, Ham-
mad Ghzawi and Mo
hammad Khashashneh.
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AFP photo

This handout photograph released and taken by the French Ministry of the Armed Forces
and Veterans on Tuesday shows French President Emmanuel Macron (left) attending the first
test launch of a new intercontinental missile, fired from a nuclear-powered ballistic missile
submarine off the coast of Finistere, western France

French missile test shows
Europe militarising — Kremlin

MOSCOW  (AFP)
France's test-firing of
a nuclear-capable mis
sile showed Europe was
militarising, the Krem
lin said on Wednesday,
adding that Russia was
monitoring the situation
closely.

The test toock place
on Tuesday off France's
west coast, the country's
defence ministry said.

The missile, a variant
of the M51, was not car
rying a warhead and fell
“in the Morth Atlantic,

hundreds of kilometres
from any coastline”, the
ministry said.

French President Em
manuel Macron  de
scribed the test as a sue
cess, saying in a video
that it sent a “strong and
clear” message.

"Europe is obsessed
with the idea of militari
sation,” Kremlin spokes
man Dmitry Peskov
told reporters when
asked about Macron's
comments.

“Apainst the backdrop

of such aggressive ac
tions and such plans,
Russia is on its guard
We are monitoring all
this closely."

Tension iz rising
between Russia and
Ukraine's European al
lies, among them France,
over the Ukraine war.

NATO has accused
Bussia of carrying out
an escalating  cam
paign of hybrid warfare
against Kyiv's European
backers, an accusation
Moscow rejects.

Israel army destroys memorials to
Palestinians on October 7 anniversary

RAMALLAH, Palestinian
Territories (AFF) Is-
rael’s military destroyed
on Wednesday memo-
rials across the West
Bank to Palestinians ac
cused of killing Israelis
or who died in clashes,
on the third anniversary
of Hamas' October 7 at
tack, the army and local
officials said.

The military took ac
tion across the occupied
West Bank "to destroy
monuments to terror
ists", an army spokes-
person told AFP, without
explicitly connecting the
move to the anniversary
of Gaza-based Hamas'

unprecedented  attack
on Israel.
Troops destroyed a

stone monument and
tore down commemora
tive posters in the north
ern region of Jenin, gov
emorate spokeswoman
Hala Abu Baker told AFF.

"A memorial to the
martyr Yasser Ham
douni was destroyed in
the town of Yaabad, and
photos of various mar
tyrs were removed from
several locations in the
city of Jenin," Abu Baker
said.

Hamdouni was ac
cused of killing an Is-
raeli settler in 2003, and
died while serving a life
sentence in 2016.

Palestinians refer to
those killed by Israeli
fire or in Israeli prisons
as martyrs, with stone
memaorials or posters

Children of displaced Palestinians, play on a destroyed building in Gaza City on Wednesday

commemorating  them
a frequent sight in
West Bank villages and
towns,

Israeli troops also
raided the West Bank
city of WNablus, "de
stroyed five memori

als to martyrs in wvari
ous parts of the city”®
and arrested scores of
residents, deputy mayor
Iyad Bakeer told AFP.

Israeli politicians
have frequently de
nounced — monuments,

seeing them as glorify
ing attacks, but it is rare
for the army to destroy
them, especially in areas
nominally under Pales
tinian Authority contral.

Separately, in Beit Du
qou, the army destroyed
the home of a Palestin
lan man who was ac
cused of killing an Is
raeli settler last month,
the town's mayor and an
AFP journalist reported.

Mayor Nazmi Man
sour told AFFP that “the

Israeli army raided the
town at 4:00 am and dis
tributed leaflets saying
it would demolish the
home of detainee Qadri
Samara”.

An  AFP  journalist
saw an Israeli military
bulldozer clearing the
rubble of a house after
it was blown up amid a
heavy deployment of Is-
raeli forces in the town
northwest of Jerusalem.

Israeli forces routine-
ly demolish the homes

AFP photo

of Palestinians accused
of carrying out attacks.
Israel says it wants to
deter attacks but rights

ups accuse Israel
of collectively punish
ing Palestinians' family
members.

According to an AFP
tally based on data from
the Palestinian health
ministry, Istaeli forces
or settlers have killed
1,113 Palestinians in the
territory since the start
of the Gaza war.

Famine-scarred southern Madagascar braces for El Nino

[FOTAKA  Madagascar
IAFP With scrawny
arms and bellies swollen
by malnutrition, a dozen
children waited for a
meal at a World Food Pro
gramme centre in an arid
area of southern Mada
gascar scarred by famine

and bracing for the loom
ing El Nino.
Flour porridge sim

mered on a stove at the
site that opened in the
small towm of Ifotaka the
year after a 2021-2022
famine then described by
the United Nations as the
first in the world caused
by climate change.

A staffer member
had to slip away: She
had just learned of the
death of a malnourished
two-year-old

Even before the full
imparct due in the com
ing months of the El Nino
warming pattern, which
experts have said is on
course to be the strong

drought risk" in south
em Africa as the months

long phenomenon begins
in October, with coun
tries across the planet,

add to the threat of severs
hunger.

Hotaka, an inland town
of wooden shacks and
corrugated iron huts, was

AFP photo
Patients liz on beds inside a ward at the district hospital in Amboasary Atsimo on September
4

cacti suffered from a life-
threatening lack of food.
To survive, they boiled
pieces of cactus and
scraps of animal hide.

Madagascar,” WFP coun
try director Tania Goos
ens told ATP,

"In 20 years, there have
been 35 cyclones, eight
floods and five severe
droughts,” she said, tri-
ple the climate events of
the previous 20 years.

"So we're really in a
very, very fragile com
text,” Goosens said.

In the nearby coastal
village of Manindra,
where the ocean taunts
people working dry land,
rainfall was normally
expected from late Sep

tember, said 46-year
old farmer James
Tsirimalaza.

"Unfortunately, there's
no rain,” he said.

Anticipating a crisis,
the Save the Children
NGO has doubled its
normal budget for Mada
EASCAr, country Tepre
sentative Tatiana Dasy
told AFE

By April next year, 39

backed Integrated Food
Security Phase Classifi
cation (IPC).

This amounts to nearly
270,000 children.

The conflict bhetween
the United States, Israel
and Iran that is driving
up the price of oil and
fertiliser will only add
to the risks, it warned in
July.

These increases will
“directly affect the costs
of transport, pumping,
fertilisers, fuel for fish
ing, agricultural inputs
and food prices”, it said.

Annual food inflation
in the large Indian Ocean
island stood at 104 per
cent in July, compared
with 6.8 per cent in
January.

‘Even worse'

An hour away in a 4xd
vehicle, which no local
owns, the hospital in
Amboasary-Atsimo  has

harvests in early May, 15
children died there.

On a wall, the logo of
USAID, the US foreign
aid agency dismantled
in 2025, is a reminder
that international help
is also drying up.

The US funds covered
patient transportation
and health training wvia
humanitarian  agency
Medecins du Monde, but
ended two months ear
lier, an official told AFP.

The World Food Pro
gramme [WFP) predicts
around 3.7 million peo
ple in Madagascar will
experience “crisis-level
food insecurity”, Goos
ens said. "We hawven't
seen that in the country
before, so it's even worse
than in 2021-2022."

The programme aimed
to support 720,000 peo
ple this year but funding
had barely reached half
of what was required,
she said.

for malnutrition, and
explained she could not
water her crops because
they were too far from
the communal water
point.

“But those who have
solar pumps can,” the
51-year-old said

As cattle were returned
to their enclosure for the
night, a farmer struggled
to transport solar pan
els on a wheelbarrow, its
wooden wheels sinking
into the sand.

“If' I leave them, I won't
find them again” said
Manjomare Andrianan
tenaina, 25. He only got
the panels the day before.

Drilling a well with
a solarpowered pump
cost him more than two
million arary, unafford
able to most in the region
where more than 90 per
cent of people live below
the poverty line of $2.15
per day, according to the
World Bank in 2023.

est on record, pecple in  from Brazil to India, also  the epicentre of the 2021 percent of children under recorded six deaths this “I used to worry about

Madagascar's far south vulnerable 2022 "kere”’, as periods of  Fragile climate context the age of five willbe suf- year of malnourished Waiting for the sun the lack of rain when it

are already going hungry. In Madagascar, inter hunger are known here fering from acute malnu-  children with medical was hot," he said. "Now
The World Metecro- national aid cuts and Around 30,000 people “There has been a dra- trition in Madagascar's complications. At the WFP office, Eva I wait for the sun so 1

logical Organisation has  spildng inflation caused inthe swrounding region  matic inecrease in cli-  “Grand South®, according In 2022, when the Rarafindrazaka held her can pump water from

wamed of ‘“increased by the Middle East war of sandy soil and bristling mate-related events in  to predictions by the UN- famine continued until prandson, being treated underground.”

Climate champion Australia digging more coal

SYDNEY [(AFP) Aus-  held in Turkey in Novem-  ities said. vulnerahble supply routes said.

tralia's coal mines are ber, where it will seek to "Climate harm does reinforces the need to Chinese-backed Y¥an

expanding as exports highlight the peril of cli- not stop at the border, move faster on renew coal has eight coal

boom, awkward timing
for a nation preparing to
champion clean energy
as lead negotiator for the
UN's climate summit.

The Strait of Hormuz
closure has forced Asian
countries to buy meore
coal as an alternative to
disrupted gas supplies,
analysts and miners
said.

Instead of falling, as
predicted by the Inter
national Energy Apgency
in December, global coal
demand will rise 1.2 per
cent to a record 8.94 bil
lion tonnes in 2026, the
agency s mid-year report
forecast.

The  second-biggest
exporter of coal, Aus
tralia is best placed to
fill demand caused by
the Middle East conflict,
it added.

Australia is president
of negotiations for the
UN Conference of the
Parties, or COP31, to be

mate change to low-lying
Pacific Islands, acceler
ate clean energy and mo
bilise investment.

Australia's EOVETTL
ment said it has deliv
ered Aus$3.9 billion ($2.7
billion) in climate fi
nance from 2020 to 2025.

It is also shifting the
population to rTenew
able electricity, with a
2035 target to reduce
emissions to 62-70 per
cent below 2005 levels.
A third of households al
ready use rooftop solar.

But environmental
campaigners are unhap
py at the nation's export
of fossil fuels. Coal is the
biggest source of green
house gas emissions.

A 19-year coal mine
extension approved by
New South Wales state
last week will create
B09 million tonnes of
emissions — 98 per cent
when the coal is com
busted overseas, author

and neither does the re
sponsibility for it" the
state's former fire com
missioner turned cli
mate activist, Greg Mul
lins, said.

An  industry outlook
gshows Australia's annu
al thermal coal exports
rose by 8 million tonnes
to 213 million tonnes in
2025-2026.

COP21 president of
negotiations, Climate
Change and Energy Min
ister Chriz Bowen, said
Australia iz building
more renewable energy
at home and abread to
create energy security
less exposed to global
conflict.

"Short-term  increases
in demand for coal as a
result of an internation
al supply shock should
not be seen as a reversal
of this direction,” he told
AFP.

“The exposure to vola
tile fossil fuel prices and

able energy, storage and
electrification,” he said.

Energy security

The coal transition in
Asia has been set back
by the Middle East war
“in many ways', said
Emi Gui, a2 member of
the UN-supported Coun
cil of Engineers for En
ergy Transition.

“Countries are prior
tising energy security
OvET decarbonization
goals," Gui, a Monash
University associate pro
fessor, told AFP.

Japan and South Ko
rea are using more coal
to replace scarce and ex
pensive oil and gas.

Increasing electrifica
tion of transport, to cut
reliance on oil, will also
increase coal demand,
she said.

“Worsened fiscal po
sitions delay the retire-
ment or decarbonisation

AFP phioto

A coal hauler truck drives along a road with a load at the Moolarben coal mine, operated by
Yancoal Australia, located in the western New South Wales coalfields and north of the town

of Mudgee on Saturday

of coal plants, and there
is less financial support
for cleaner infrastruc
ture such as solar and
wind,” she said.

Climate change
will 'bite everybady’

In the rural NSW town
of Mudgee, resident Bev
Smiles says three nearby
coal mines are seeking to
expand.

Knalas, microbats and
honeyeater birds are
among the 23 threat
ened species living in a
nature reserve she zays
is under threat from
Yancoal's Moolarben
mine, which wants to
add another 30 million
tonnes of coal.

There are 37 coal
mines in New South
Wales (N5SW), and al

though new mines are

banned, the state is al
lowing mine extensions.

NS5W coal generated
Aus$234 billion in ex
ports last year, with
most shipped for elec
tricity generation to
South Eorea, Japan, Chi
na and Taiwan.

Whether coal exports
slow is "highly depend
ent on the implementa-
tion of other countries'
energy policies”, NSW

mines across Australia
and told investors it
set a production record
digging up 19.8 million
tonnes of saleable coal
in the first half of 2026,
a four percent lift.

Y¥ancoal's Hunter Val
ley mine expansion was
approved by NSW with
the condition it only
sells coal to nations that
have signed the Paris
Agresment.

The expanding mines
have generated heated
public debate, with op
ponents citing the Ne-
pal glacier disaster and
other impacts of climate
change, while locals
plead for jobs.

“The industry is not
going to slow down.
Climate change is going
to come back and bite
everybody," said Smiles,
who has lived in the
area for three decades,
noticing worsening
floods and bushfires.
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Members of the Ethiopian Mational Defence Force gather in front of Mekelle Ahila Aba
Nega International Airport after federal forces retook control of the facility in Mekelle on
Tuesday

Eritrean troops deploy
In Ethiopia’s Tigray region

ADDIS ABABA (AFP}
Eritrean troops have
deployed in Ethiopia's
northern Tigray region,
multiple sources said
on Wednesday, threaten
ing to turn an internal
conflict into a wider re
gional war.

Fighting broke out
between the rebel Tig
ray People’s Liberation
Front (TPLF) and Ethio
pian federal forces on
September 23, sparking
fears of a return to the
devastating 2020-2022
civil war

Ethiopia accuses Erit
rea of backing the rebels,
and the two neighbours
severed diplomatic ties
last week.

The Ethiopian army
has sueccessfully pushed
back the Tigrayan rebels
with the help of local
militias and entered
the regional capital of
Mekelle at the weekend
without a fight as the
TPLF abandoned the
city.

Multiple sources told
AFP that Eritrean troops
have crossed the border
and were positioned
around Adigrat, some
115 kilometres north of
Mekelle, and were push
ing south.

Eritrea fears land
locked Ethiopia plans to
invade to seize direct ac
cess to the Red Sea, and
analysts say it wants to
prevent the war reach
ing its territory.

“The Eritrean army

has entered Tigray in
uniform, equipped with
heavy weaponry,” said
Gebreigziabher Beyene,
commander of the Tig
ray Peace Force, a pro
government militia that
has fought alongside the
Ethiopian army.

“This force iz being
struck by drones,” he
said, adding Eritrea was
“deliberately deploying
its forces so that the
fighting takes place in
side Tigray rather than
spilling into Eritrea”.

In a statement on
¥, Eritreas informa.
tion minister, Yemane
Meskel, did not deny
that troops had crossed
the border, but said
Ethiopia's government
was creating "a falla.
cious narrative of ‘self
defence’ to rationalise
and camouflage its war
of aggression”.

In Adigrat, two eye
witnesses told AFP they
saw Eritrean soldiers
on the streets, heading
south in lorries with
heavy weaponry.

A local official, speak
ing to AFP on condi
tion of anonymity, said
the troops had been
there for days and
“the population is wvery
concerned”.

Conflict monitor
ACLED said Eritrean
troops had crossed the
border at Zelamhesa on
Wednesday.

And it said Tigrayan
rebel forces were “heav

ily present” around
Wukro, a town along the
same road that leads to
the regional capital

“Eritrean forces en
tered the war in Tigray
to halt the Ethiopian
government and allied
forces from reaching the
border and potentially
fighting within Eritrea’s
territory,” ACLED said in
a briefing note.

Regional tensions

Eritrea gained inde
pendence from Ethio
pia in 1993 and the two
sides fought a brutal

border war between
1998 and 2000,
Relations  improved

markedly with the rise
of Ethiopian Prime Min
ister Abiy Ahmed in 2018
and Eritrea even fought
alongside Ethiopia dur
ing the 2020-2022 ciwvil
war against the TPLF,

But the relationship
soon deteriorated, par
ticularly over Ethiopia's
persistent claims that it
has a right to sea access.

Earlier this month,
Ethiopia expelled 10
Eritrean diplomats and
shut its embassy in As-
mara, while Eritrea re
sponded that it would
“sever all diplomatic
ties".

Britain and the Unit
ed States were among
countries warning
their citizens to avoid
travelling in northern
Ethiopia.

UN warns of risks facing underage
migrants travelling alone

GENEVA [AFF) The
majority of migrant
children who reached
Europe last year were
travelling alone, United
MNations agencies said
on Wednesday, waming
about the abuse and vio
lence they face en route.

More than 20,000 of
the 31,100 children who
reached Europe along
migration routes last
year arrived without
a parent or guardiam,
the agencies =zaid in a
statement.

“This report shows
how exposed they are
to wiolence and exploi
tation when safe path
ways are limited, and
they hawve to rely on
smugglers,” said Amy
Fope, director general
of the Intermational Or
ganisation for Migration
(I0M). “No child should
have to face these risks
alone.”

While the number of
children arriving by sea
and land in Bulgaria,
Cyprus, Greece, Italy
Malta and Spain fell by
25 per cent compared

Phato courtesy of UMICEF

In the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, three children look out of the window of a train, which was boarded by refugees
primarily from Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq, at a reception centre for refugees and migrants, in Gevgelija

with 2024, the propor
tion of unaccompanied
children rose to 67 per
cent from 51 per cent.
Of the children who
arrived, 78 per cent were
boys and 22 per cent

were girls.

The I0M said that of
4600 migrants aged 15
to 24 that it interviewed,
nearly half reported
physical violence along
their passageways to

Europe, with Libya hLe-
ing the most commonly
cited place where abuse
occurred.

“IOM urges European
Union Member States
to put the best interests

of the child at the cen
tre of every decision, to
guarantee timely access
to services and never to
detain children for im
migration purposes,”the
statement said.

After botched execution, US woman is awake and shackled to bed

WASHINGTON, United
States (AFP) A con
victed US killer who sur
vived a botched execu
tion is shackled to her
hospital bed, awake and
able to spealk a little, her
lawyer said on Wednes
day, as a court ordered
prison authorities to
preserve evidence in the
case.

Christa Pike, 50, who
was sentenced to death
for a murder she com
mitted when she was a
teenager, received two
supposedly lethal doses
of the drug pentobarbi
tal at a Tennessee prison
last Wednesday.

She survived the in
jections, however, and
was rushed to a hospital
where she was initially
in critical condition,
unconscicus and on a
ventilator.

Pike ‘“regained con
sciousness  yesterday
and is speaking limit
edly”, her lawyer Luke
Ihnen said at a court
hearing, adding that she
was shackled to the bed.

“Medical staff have
asked that the shackles
be removed and have
been denied that re
quest,” Thnen said.

An  anesthesiologist
retained by Pike's law
yers as an expert ahead
of her execution told
BEC that she was off the
ventilator

She has "no memory, 1
believe, of the execution
attempt”, Joel Zivot said,
adding that Pike Imows
her name and thinks itis
currently September.

“Her prognosis e
mains unclear but, at
a minimum, we expect
a long recovery” her

lawyers said on Tues
day, calling for Tennes
see Governor Bill Lee to
commute Pike's sentence
to life in prison.

The court ordered
state correction officials
to preserve all evidence
related to the botched
execution including
medical supplies, waste,
and audic and video
recordings.

Pike's fate revived de
bate over capital pun
ishment in the United
States.

Lee suspended ex
ecutions in Tennessee
pending an independ
ent investigation and
the state's prison chiaf

resigned.  Tennessee's
correction  department
has maintained that it
followed established
protocol.

The state of Texas was

scheduled to carry out
an execution later on
Wednesday, the first in
the US since the attempt
to put Pike to death.
Jamaal Howard was
set to die by lethal injec
tion for killing a store

clerk during a 2000
robbery.
His lawyers Thave

sought to have his exe
cution postponed, citing
Fike's case.

First to survive

Zivot has said in an ar
ticle in The New York
Times that Pike has
small veins that would
have made it more dif
ficult to insert an IV line
to administer the pento
barhital, a sedative that
SUppresses respiration.
According to Pike’s
lawyers, her arms turned

purple during the execu
tion and she reported
a Dbuming sensation
These are indications,
Zivot said, that some of
the pentobarbital had
entered the tissue of
her arms and not her
bloodstream.

The pentobarbital
used for her execution
also may hawve been de
graded, he said.

The Death Penalty In
formation Centre, which
publishes data and
analysis on capital pun
ishment in the United
States, said Pike was the
first inmate to survive
after being injected with
lethal doses of execution
drugs.

Pike was 18 when she
and her boyfriend beat
and killed 19-year-old
Colleen Slemmer at a job
training camp.

Deputising for

Continued from page 1

The Crown Prince
stressed the importance
of keeping the Palestin
ian cause at the forefront
of efforts to address the
regions crises, noting
the ongoing dire human
itarian situation in Gaza,
particularly given Is
raels continued restric
tions on the flow of aid,

including that coming
from Jordan.

His FRoyal Highness

reiterated Jordans re
jection of any attempts
to displace Palestinians,
which constitute a viola
tion of intermational law.

The Crown Prince
warned of the dangerous
developments in the West
Bank and Jerusalem, in
cluding attacks by set
tlers, emphasising that
the two-state solution is
the only way to achieve
just and lasting peace,
the statement said.

Speaking about the

King, Crown Prince
attends MED9 Summit in Croatia

situation in Syria and
Lebanon, His Royal High
ness noted that Jordan is
working closely with its
active partners to sup
port the efforts of these
two countries to achieve
stability, development,
and to safeguard their
sovereignty, despite the
challenges caused by Is
rael’s attacks.

The Crown Prince also
spoke about Jordanian
Europeanrelations, high
lighting the immense po

tential to build upon the
ties between Jordan and
MEDS countries through
cooperation and joint
projects in energy, trade,
and technology fields, in
order to boost opportuni
ties for employment, edu
cation and the exchange
of expertise.

Hizs Royal Highness
added that Jordan's geo
graphic position serves
as a strategic gateway
linking the Middle East
with Europe, with the

Kingdom offering sig
nificant  opportunities
across numerous fields,
including electricity in
terconnection, renewable
energy, railways, dig
ital connectivity, infra
structure and logistics
corridors.

The Crown Prince
noted that many of these
opportunities  will be
showcased during the
Jordan-EU  Investment
Conference taking place
in.Jordan this November.

Foreign reserves at (BJ rise to $28.5 billion

Continued from page 1

In a report, cited by
the Jordan News Agen-
cy, Petra, the bank said

that the reserves are
sufficient to cover the
Kingdom's imports of
goods and services for
about 9.2 months, more

than three times the in-
ternational benchmark
for adequate foreign
TESETVES.

The central bank said

that the figures under
score the strength of
Jordan's monetary and
financial stability, re
inforcing confidence in

the country's macroeco
nomic fundamentals
and supporting the at
tractiveness of its in-
vestment environment.

New York mulls stricter
rules for tourist pedicabs

NEW YORK [(AFP)
New York lawmak
ers mulled a bill on
Wednesday to regulate
pedicabs, which swarm
touristy areas like Times
Square and Central Park
and have drawn criti
cism for overcrowding,
excessive noise and ex
tortionate pricing.

The city council is
considering a  series
of measures designed
to regulate the three
wheeled wvehicles, often
adorned in neon lights
and blasting music as
they shuttle wisitors
around Manhattan.

The number of pedi
cabs authorised in New
York is capped at B40
but, according to fig-
ures shared at a council
hearing, around 1,500
are currently operating

only 330 of which are
licensed.

Meanwhile, price

gouging can mean un
suspecting tourists can
be charged upward of
£1,000 for rides that last
just 20 minutes.

City Council Mem
ber Gale Brewer, who is
behind a large part of
the proposed measures,
said the city received
172 complaints in 2025
related to pedicabs.

“Half, 86, inwolved
overcharging, and an
other 35 involved un
licensed operators,
and there were prob
ably more because of
ten tourists don't com
plain," she said.

Brewer is pushing
for “clearer rules” on
the sector and wants
to place it under the
oversight of the city's
Taxi and Limousine
Commission

“Passengers need to
know what they are be
ing charged and who

Israel strikes Gaza on October 7 anniversary, three dead — officials

Continued from page 1

Loud bhangs across
the border in Gaza were
audible from the site of
the Nova music festival
just as family members
gathered at dawn to
mourn the more than
300 revellers ldlled
three years earlier.

In Gaza City, Al Shifa
hospital reported two
people killed in an Is
raeli strike overnight.

Gaza's civil defence

identified ome of the
dead as DMochamed
Tamous and said he was
a volunteer for the agen
cy, which serves as an
PIMETEENCY TESCUE SEFY
ice under Hamas.

In the southern city of
Khan Yunis, Nasser Hos
pital said that a 60-year
old man, Hisham Ibra
him Abu Mustafa, was
killed in an Israeli strike
and that others were
injured.

A Palestinian man

was killed and nine peo
ple were injured during
an Israeli settler attack
followed by army inter
vention in an occupied
West Bank willage on
Wednesday, accord
ing to the mayor and
the Palestinian health
ministry.

The Palestinian health
ministry said 44-year
old Ali Al Bazzari died
and mine others were
injured “as a result of
an assault by occupa

tion forces and settlers”
on the village of Burga,
north of Wablus in the
northern West Bank.

Al Bazzari was a mem
ber of the Palestinian
Mational Security Forces,
according to an obitu
ary that it published on
Wednesday.

AFP  photos  from
Rafidia Hospital in Nah
lus showed his sons, wife
and mother mourning
over his body, with his
sons in tears.

The incident occurred
on the third anniversary
of Hamas's October 7 sur
prise attacks on Istael,
which triggered the Gaza
War

Violence has surged in
the West Bank, which Is
rael has ocoupied since
1967, in the three years
since.

Wednesday's  attack
tock place as farmers
from Burga were picking
olives on land between
the cities of Nablus and

Tulkarem, according to
village mayor Ammar
Salah,

“Clashes broke out be
tween young men from
the village and settlers
before the [Israeli] occu
pation forces intervened
and opened live fire at
the Palestinians, killing
the young man Al Baz-
zari and injuring others,”
Salah told AFP

The Palestinian Red
Crescent said in separate
statements that its teams

treated three people
wounded by live fire, one
of them seriously, and five
people injured after being
assaulted and beaten in
Burga, and transported
the injured to hospitals.

The organisation add
ed that Israeli forces
“assaulted and beat am
bulance crews” and de
tained staff as they tried
to reach the wounded in
the area.

According to an AFP
tally based on data from

is responsible for the
pedicab they are rid

ing in,” she said, adding
that vehicles should be
equipped with meters
displaying the cost of
rides.

Another proposed reg-
ulation would introduce
a fixed per-minute rate.

Brewer is also calling
for driver training fo
cused on current regula
tions and safety.

Meanwhile, council
memhber Harvey Ep
stein relayed noise com
plaints from theatre
companies.

“It's not working for
the Broadway produc
tions that are interrupt
ed by loud noise blaring
from pedicabs outside
their theaters,” he said.

Among the new rules
proposed is a ban on
stopping within 15 me-
tres of the entrances and
exits of these venues.

the Palestinian health
ministry, Israeli forces or
settlers have Ikilled 1,115
Palestinians in the terri
tory since the start of the
Gaza war

Excluding East Jerusa
lem, around three million
Palestinianzs live in the
West Bank, which Israel
has occupied since 1967,
along with more than
500,000 Israelis living in
settlernents considered
illegal under internation
al law.
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EU KIDS Act reshaping
minors’ access to social media

eeking to harmonise the
S‘pmt&cﬁun of minors online,

the Eurcpean Commissicn
announced recently its proposal
for a Repulation titled the EU
EIDS Act.

The EU is done relying on tech
companies to police themselves.
Children online are very wvulner-
able to predatory algorithms,
cyberbullying and privacy ex- .
ploitation. Nearly 60 per cent of Najla M. Shahwan
European youth are suffering
emotional and psychesocial is-
sues due to digital platforms.

The new EU regulations will shift the legal bur
den onto platforms to actively block, filter and mod-
ify their interfaces based on a child's age.

The Act, officially presented on September 17,
would cover social networking services, video-shar-
ing platforms, online games, app stores, operating
systems, Al companions and general conversational
chathots.

The proposal would centrer on four pillars
tiered age restrictions, “safety by design”, age assur-
ance, and burden of proof and enforcement — and
three chjectives: Protecting minors from risky dig-
ital services and Al systems; upholding the digital
single market; and maintaining a coherent regula
tory and enforcement structure for the protection of
minors online.

The proposed EU Kids Act plans to establish an
age limit of 15, preventing younger children from
opening social media accounts. Children under 3
will be banned entirely from these platforms, while
those aged 3 to 12 may only access strictly vetted,
child-friendly services.

Young teens aged 13 and 14 will require formal pa-
rental consent to open highly restricted “introduc-
tory accounts” that enforce strict daily screen-time
limits and block communication from strangers.

Beyond age gating, the legislation bans addictive
features like infinite scrolling, autoplay, and contin-
uous push notifications, while restricting engage-
ment-based recommendation algorithms.

Minor accounts will be private by default, disa-
bling location tracking and open direct messaging.
Tech companies that fail to comply with these rules
face severe financial penalties of up to 6 per cent of
their global annual revenue.

The Commission’s proposal comes almost a year
after the Australian Government introduced a ban
on under-16s holding accounts on age-restricted
social media platforms and follows the UK Govern-
ment's announcement in June this year of an under-
16s social media ban set to begin in spring 2027,

Separately, the Danish government is consulting
on a draft bill that would introduce a minimum age
of 15 for access to certain social media services. The
consultation runs from 7 September to 5 October
2026 and, if passed, the bill would enter into force
on 1 July 2027.

The Danish proposal would apply only to DSA-
designated VLOP social media platforms, with those
providers responsible for effective age assurance. It
would not cover the EU KIDS Act’s broader frame-
work for games, Al app stores or operating systems.

The Danish bill would resemble Australia’s age-
based approach more closely than the EU KIDS Act:
It would set a minimum age of 15 for VLOP social
media services without the EU proposal's guardian
tier or under-13 exception,

Whether this approach will change as the EU KIDS
Act makes its way through the European Parliament
is yet to be seen; however, it is expected that this
bill will come into effect before the EU KIDS Act and
s0 may operate as at least a medium-term solution,
depending on how both laws evolve as they progress
through their respective legislative processes.

Almost a full year before the Commission’s an-
nouncement of the EU KIDS Act, Australia intro-
duced a ban on under-16s holding accounts on age-
restricted social media platforms. Unlike the EU's
proposed tiered approach, the Australian Online
Safety Act 2021 takes a more binary approach by
prohibiting under-16s from holding such accounts.

Australian law places responsibility on platforms.
Platforms may estimate age but may not require
government identification and the Australian eSafe-
ty Commissioner monitors platforms’ compliance.

Reports on Australia’s ban vary: According to a
statement from the Australian Government in Janu-
ary 2026, more than 4.7 million accounts were re-
moved because they belonged to under-16s; howev
er, the results of a survey conducted in March 2026
suggested that 70 per cent of children with pre-ban
accounts found it “easy” to circumwvent the ban.

In March 2026, Australia’s eSafety commissioner
reported no discernible drop in reports of online
harm, including cyberbullying and image-based
abuse, among under-16s following implementation
of the under-16 account ban.

The Australian experience, therefore, illustrates
the practical difficulties (and seemingly mixed im-
pact] of blanket age-hased restrictions.

The proposed EU KIDS Act remains subject to ap-
proval by the European Parliament and the Coun
cil, with adoption unlikely to occur before 2028. If
adopted, the Regulation would apply six months
after entry into force. The compliance plan and
independent audit requirements would apply im
mediately, while national measures to prepare and
support minors and the expedited procedure would
apply after 12 months, with the timing gpoverned by
that provision.

Jordan in the eye of the
storm: Sateguarding the home front

By Hasan Dajah

ordan stands in the eye of a

regional storm, where con-

flicts spill across borders,
placing pressure on neighbour
ing economies, security and so-
cial stability. With developments
in Palestine, Syria and Iraq in-
tersecting with broader regional
tensions, safeguarding the home
front remains a defining na-
tional prierity. For the Kingdom,
this means more than monitor
ing crises as they unfold; it re-
guires protecting livelihoods,
maintaining essential services,
strengthening social cohesion
and preserving national secu-
rity. The central challenge is to
translate Jordan's resilience
into practical policies that limit
the cumulative costs of regional
turmoil and equip both the state
and society to withstand uncer
tainty.

The domestic cost begins with
the economy, where disruptions
to trade, andtransport routes
can drive up shipping and insur-
ance costs and delay the arrival
of raw materials and goods. In
an economy that relies on im-
ports to meet a portion of its
needs, these pressures trans
late into higher production
and distribution costs, which
are ultimately passed on to the
consumer to warying degrees.
Even when goods are available,
their increased cost strains the
budgets of households and busi-
nesses, limiting their ability to
spend and expand. This makes
the management of prices, in-
ventory, and commercial alter
natives crucial for safeguarding
economic and social stability.

Energy represents another
channel through which exter-
nal crises impact the domestic
sphere. Price fluctuations or po-
tential supply disruptions af-
fect the transport, industrial,
agricultural and service sectors,
and may impose additional bur-
dens on public finances. Hence,
the importance of diversifying
sources and pathways, improv-
ing consumption efficiency, and
strategically expanding the use
of local resources and renewable
energy becomes evident. These
options require a balanced eco-

nomic and technical assessment
— pne that considers prid sta-
bility as well as storage and in-
vestment costs — to ensure that
energy policies ultimately serve
to safeguard production and eit-
izens’ incomes in the long run.

As for tourism, the sectoris
influenced by the region's image
in the minds of travellers, even
when Jordanian destinations
are far removed from areas of
conflict. Regional anxiety may
prompt some visitors to post-
pone their trips, leading to a de-
cline in revenues for hotels, res-
taurants, transport services and
related enterprises.

The social and
psychological costs are
no less significant than
the financial ones

The impact of these repercus
sions is particularly acute in
communities that rely heavily on
tourism. Therefore, it is essen-
tial to develop flexible response
plans that include market diver-
sification, the promotion of do-
mestic tourism, the provision
of accurate information, and
support for viable businesses
— helping them retain staff and
weather periods of temporary
slowdown.

Uncertainty also affects in-
vestment, as investors weigh
expected returns against asso-
ciated risks. Prolonged tensions
can lead to the postponement
of expansion plans or drive up
financing and insurance costs.
However, Jordan can mitigate
these risks by ensuring legisla-
tive clarity, procedural stability,
efficient services and the pro-
tection of rights. Any improve.
ment in the domestic environ-
ment enhances the economy's
ability to attract and retain

investment, while also boost-
ing the prospects of transform-
ing institutional stability into
a tangible economic advantage
that benefits both citizens and
local businesses. At the same
time, surrounding crises impose
mounting security demands to
safeguard borders and counter
smuggling, organised crime, and
any attempts to exploit regional
instability. While these respon-
sibilities are essential for pro-
tecting sovereignty and societal
safety, they require significant
resources, equipment and con-
tinuous coordination. The deli.
cate challenge lies in meeting
security needs while maintain-
ing development spending and
essential services. Long-term
financial planning, enhanced
institutional efficiency, and re-
gional and international cooper
ation help manage these obliga-
tions without undermining the
social priorities that underpin
state stability and societal cohe-
sion during crises.

Humanitarian dimensions
also come to the fore, as con.
flicts can trigger new waves of
displacement and place strain
on host communities, services
and infrastructure. Addressing
this scenario requires balancing
humanitarian commitment with
the preservation of national re-
sponse capacity. It also neces-
sitates equitable international
burden-sharing, sustainable
funding for affected sectors,
and support for host commu-
nities. Humanitarian response
must not become a burden borne
solely by neighbouring countries
while international actors re
duce their contributions toward
addressing root causes and pro-
viding the resources needed to
mitigate repercussions and pro-
tect those affected.

The social and psychological
costs are no less significant than
the financial ones. Exposure to
scenes of violence, anxiety about
the future and rumours regard-
ing commodity shortages or the
escalation of confrontations can
all influence people’s behaviour,
confidence and decision-making.
In this context, accurate infor
mation becomes an essential
public service and consistent

institutional communication be-
comes an integral part of crisis
management. What is needed is
a discourse that respects the
public’s awareness, clearly ex-
plains risks and measures, and
allows space for responsible di-
alogue — all while fostering me-
dia literacy and the community's
ability to verify news and resist
disinformation that exploits fear
and confusion.

Jordanian  diplomacy  re-
mains a wvital tool for mitigat-
ing domestic costs by working
to de-escalate tensions, defend
Palestinian rights, reject dis-
placement, and support politi-
cal solutions that preserve state
sovereignty and the security
of peoples. Prolonged conflicts
fuel an environment of instabil-
ity whose economic and security
repercussions are difficult to
contain. It is in Jordan's inter-
est to expand Arab coordination
and build international partner-
ships that foster stability, while
emphasising that protecting ci-
vilians ‘and addressing the root
causes of conflicts provide a
more sustainable foundation for
regional security than merely
managing the recurring fallout
affecting states and societies.

Safepuarding Jordan's domes-
tic front requires pre-emptive
preparedness through emergen-
cy plans, stratepic stockpiles,
diversified supply chains and
responsive social safety nets.
It also necessitates supporting
local production, empowering
yvouth and expanding develop-
ment across the governorates,
as a productive society is better
equipped to withstand crises.
Ultimately, Jordan's strength
remains anchored in the inte-
gration of its institutions, the
confidence of its citizens and
the efficacy of its policies. As the
lessons learned from perieds of
turmoil are transformed into
practical reforms, internal costs
diminish, and the Kingdom's
ability to steadfastly safeguard
its independent decision-mak-
ing — as well as the livelihoods
of its people and the future of its
generations — is strengthened.

The writer Isprofessor of strategic
studies, Al Hussein Bin Talal University

Jordan needs a national Al talent passport

By Lubna Hanna Ammari

rtificial intelligence (AI) is
Arapid]:g.r changing the way

economies work, how busi-
nesses hire and how individuals
build their careers. For Jordan,
this transformation presents a
challenge, but also an opportu-
nity: How can we ensure that the
country’s greatest asset "its peo-
ple” is prepared to compete in an
economy where skills can matter
as much as degrees?

Jordan has already recognised
the importance of this question.
The Jordanian Artificial Intel-
ligence Strategy and Implemen-
tation Plan 2023-2027 explicitly
identifies building Jordanian ca-
pabilities, skills and expertise in
AT as one of its main objectives.
The strategy includes 68 projects
and seeks to position Jordan as a
regional leader in Al while using
technology to support economic
development and priority sec
tors.

But hawving an Al strategy is
only one part of the equation.
The next question is much more
practical: How do we identify,
verify and connect the people
who have the skills needed to
make that strategy work?

This is where Jordan could
introduce a new national initia
tive: A Jordan National Al Talent
Passport.

The proposed passport would
not be another academic certifi-
cate, nor would it replace uni.
versity degrees or professional
qualifications. Instead, it would
be a trusted digital record of a
person's verified skills, practi
cal projects, training, micro-cre-
dentials, professional experience
and demonstrated ability to use
Al and digital technologies.

Imagine a Jordanian univer
sity graduate applying for a job
in Amman, Agaba or a global
company. Instead of presenting
an academic degree as the main
evidence of capability, the grad.
uate could provide a digital tal
ent passport showing what they
can actually do: Data analysis,
Al-assisted research, program-
ming, digital marketing, cyber

security, prompt engineering,
Al ethics, automation or other
relevant competencies. Employ
ers could see verified evidence of
skills rather than relying solely
on university transcripts or con-
wventional CVs,

This idea responds directly
to a challenge that Jordan and
many other countries are facing.
The International Labour Or-
ganisation has identified skills
mismatch and weak school
to-work trangitions among the
structural challenges affecting
young people in Jordan. Its re-
cent work on youth not in em-
ployment, education or training
also emphasises the need to con-
nect universities, training insti-
tutions and employers, and to
design programmes around ac-
tual labour-market needs.

A National AI Talent Pass-
port could become that missing
bridge.

The concept also aligns with
an international shift towards
“gkills-first" labour markets.
The OECD's recent work argues
that labour markets are increas-
ingly moving beyond traditional
credentials towards a stronger
focus on demomstrable skills.
It specifically identifies skills
passports, micro-credentials
and recognition of prior learn-
ing as mechanisms that can help
connect people's capabilities
with employment opportunities.

Jordan does not have to start
from =zero. Significant inwvest-
ments are already being made
in digital skills. The Ministry of
Digital Economy and Entrepre-
neurship’s Youth, Technology
and Jobs Project, for example,
aims to train young Jordanians
in digital skills, expand digital
education and create income
opportunities. More recently,
the ministry and the Ministry
of ¥outh have been using Fu
ture Stations and vyouth cen
tres across the Kingdom to ex-
pand digital and AT literacy.

The opportunity now is to con
nect these efforts through a com-
mon national language of skills,

The passport could be built
around a simple principle: Learn

it, demonstrate it, verify it, and
make it visible. A student could
earn a credential after complet-
ing an Al course, but an even
stronger credential could be
earned by successfully applying
that knowledge to ‘a real-world
problem. Universities, training
providers, technology companies
and employers could contrib-
ute to the ecosystem, while an
appropriate national authority
could establish standards for
verification and interoperability.

Such a system could also help
Jordan discover where its AT tal-
ent actually exists.

The real competition
in the Al era will not
simply be between
countries with the
most advanced
technologies

Instead of asking only how
many people have studied com-
puter science, Jordan could be-
gin asking more meaningful
questions: How many people can
build an AT application? How
many can analyse data? How
many can use Al responsibly in
healthcare, tourism, education,
finance or government? Where
are these skills located? Which
gkills are growing and which are
becoming scarce?

This would turn the talent
passport into more than a digit-
al CV. It could become a national
talent intelligence layer support-
ing education, employment pol-
icy, investment and workforce
planming.

The benefits could extend be-
yvond young praduates. A& mid-
career employee could use the
passport to document newly
acquired Al skills. A woman re-
turning to the labour market

could demonstrate capabilities
gained through flexible or on-
line learning. A freelancer could
present wverified evidence of in-
ternational-standard competen-
cies. A Jordanian professional
working -abroad could maintain
d recognised digital profile that
connects their expertise with op-
portunities in Jordan.

Most importantly, the passport
should not become another bu
reaucratic document. It should
be portable, digital, continuous-
ly updated, and useful to both
the individual and the employer.
Its value would depend on trust:
employers must know that a ver
ified skill represents genuine ca-
pability, while citizens must re-
tain control over what they share
and with whom, within Jordan's
data-protection framework.

Jordan is already investing in
digital transformation, AI readi-
ness and human capital. The
next step is to make the coun-
try's talent more wvisible, meas-
urable and connected to oppor
tunity. The World Bank's global
work on AT similarly emphasises
that competency and skills are
among the essential foundations
required for countries to adopt,
adapt and innowvate with AL

The real competition in the AL
era will not simply be between
countries with the most ad
vanced technologies. It will in-
creasingly be between countries
that can identify talent, develop
skills, connect people to oppor
tunity and continuously adapt
their workforce.

Jordan has the strategy. It has
the young talent. It has universi
ties, training institutions, tech-
nology companies and an ex-
panding digital ecosystem.

What it needs now is a way to
bring these assets together.

A National Al Talent Passport
could be that bridge and it could
help Jordan mowve from prepar-
ing people for the jobs of today
to identifying and developing
the talemt that will build the
economy of tomorrow.

The author is a specialist in educatienal
technology



Thursday, October 8, 2026

THE JORDAN TIMES

Petra photo

Minister of Digital Economy and Entrepreneurship Sami Smeirat on Wednesday discusses
technology investiment opportunities in Jordan with a US Chamber of Commerce business
delegation representing 38 American companies

US business delegation explore
technology investment opportunities

AMMAN (JT) — Minis-
ter of Digital Economy
and Entrepreneur-
ship Sami Smeirat met
on Wednesday with a
business  delegation
from the US Cham-
ber of Commerce in
Washington to discuss
investment opportuni-
ties, technology collab-
oration and Jordan ad
vantages as a tech hub.

The Ministry of Dig-
ital Economy and En
trepreneurship said in
a statement that the
delegation  included
representatives  from
38 US companies op

security, telecommu-
nications, aerospace,
Al financial servic.
es, ENETEY, Engineer
ing, healthcare and
transportation.
During the meeting,
held in the presence
of US Amhbassador to
Jordan Jim Holtsnider,

Smeirat  emphasised
that Jordan works to
enhance its technol-

ogy investment envi
ronment, develop dig-
ital infrastructure, and
build digital skills to
support digital eco-
nomic growth and cre-
ate opportunities for

On the sidelines of
the meeting, Smei-
rat held discussions
with individual com
pany Tepresentatives
to explore partner
ship opportunities in
digital infrastructure,
telecommunications,
financial services and
engineering, the Jor
dan News Agency, Pet
ra, reported.

The meeting formed
part of the US busi-
ness mission to Jordan
organised by the US
Chamber of Commerce
to strengthen bilateral
economic ties and ex

BUSINESS

Real estate market sees September rebound,
trading value up 16% — official figures

ANMMAN (JT) Jor-
dan's real estate mar
ket showed renewed
activity in September,
with the walue of prop-
erty transactions ris-
ing 16 per cent year
on-year to JD720.5
million, according to
fipures from the De-
partment of Lands and
Survey.

The September trad-
ing wvalue was also 7
per cent higher than
in August, although to-
tal real estate trading
during the first nine
months of the year fell
1 per cent from the
same period in 2025 to
around JD5.1 billion.

Market revenues rose
14 per cent year-on-
year in September to
approximately JD2B.7
million, and increased
5 per cent from Au-
gust, according to the
department’s figures,
cited by Al Mamlaka.

During the first nine
months of the year, real
estate revenues rose G
per cent year-on-year
to around JDZ210.8
million.

Property =ales in
September  increased
6 per cent compared
with the same month
last year, despite a 3
per cent decline from

Aupgust.
The increase was
driven  mainly by

apartment sales, which
rose 17 per cent year-
on-year and 7 per cent

Land sales increased
2 per cent year-on-year
in September but fell 6
per cent from August.

For the first nine
months of the year
however, overall prop-
erty sales activity de-
clined 7 per cent com
pared with the same
period in 2025. Apart-
ment sales fell 3 per
cent, while land sales
dropped B per cent.

A total of 8,214 prop-
erties were sold to com-

months of the year, the
figures showed.

The estimated value
of property purchases
by non-Jordanians
rose 17 per cent during
the first nine months
of the year compared
with the same period
in 2025, reaching ap

proximately JD168.3
million.
The increase came

despite a 1 per cent de-
cline in the numher of
transactions involving

7 per cent, while land
purchases fell 12 per
cent.

In September alone,
the estimated wvalue
of property purchases
by non-Jordanians
reached around JD21.2
million, up 4 per cent
from September 2025
but down 11 per cent
from August.

The number of trans-
actions involving non-
Jordanians fell 1 per
cent year-on-year in

File phioto

previous month,
Apartment purchas-
es by non-Jordanians
increased 3 per cent
year-on-year in Sep-
tember but declined 9
per cent from August.
Land purchases fell
B per cent year-on-year
and 23 per cent from
the previous month.
The report also
showed that women
accounted for 35.18
per cent of property
owners inJordan, com-

erating across technol-  local and international pand private sector | from the previous panies in the Kingdom non-Jordanians, Apart- September and 14 per pared with 64.82 per
ogy, software, cyber firms. partnerships. month. during the first nine ment purchases rose centcompared withthe centfor men.

[ L] . . . . .
Regional integration key to high- Investment Ministry wraps up India tour to

. . . . . .

value industrial projects — minister attract textile sector investments — statement
AMMAN (JT) — Min- COudah  highlighted | AMMAN (JT) — The
ister of Industry, Trade regional challenges as Ministry of Investment
and  Supply Yarub evidence of the need to concluded on Wednes-

Cudah on Wednesday
stressed the importance
of leveraging regional
resources, capabilities
and financial potential
to establish high-value-
added joint industrial
projects.

Speaking at a session
titled “Industrial Inte-
gration and Regional
Value Chains” during
the “Made in the Gulf
2026" Forum and Exhi-
bition, held in Bahrain
from October 6 to B
Oudah said competition
among global economic
powers is increasingly
centred on rare miner
als, semiconductors and
advanced industries.

Oudah proposed a re-
gional project based on
Jordan's silica reserves,
starting with purifica-
tion to produce high-pu-
rity silicon and silicon
wafers, before linking
these inputs to spe
cialised manufacturing
stages across regional
countries according to
their respective com-
petitive advantages, ac
cording to a statement
by Ministry of Industry,
Trade and Supply.

He said such integra
tion could create inter

connected  industries
spanning semiconduc-
tors, computers, solar
cells and optical fibres,
increasing added value
and expanding invest-
ment and export oppor
tunities between Jordan
and regional partners,
including the UAE, Bah
rain, Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait.

Oudah said the awail
ability of raw materials
alone is insufficient to
ensure economic wiahil-
ity, noting that estab-
lishing comprehensive
production bases within
individual countries
would entail high costs.

Repional integra-
tion across different
stages of production,

he added, would help
achieve greater regional
self-sufficiency  while

enhaneing the com-
petitiveness of finished
products.

Oudah cited the food
industry as a practical
model for integration,
proposing that regional
investments be directed
towards Jordanian ag-
riculture to provide in-
puts for food manufac
turing across the region,
thereby linking agricul
ture with processing
and exports.

develop interconnected
supply-chain networks
and alternative trade
Toutes.

He noted that Agaba
Port is operating above
capacity, with around
70 per cent of its activity
serving the region.

He also wunderlined
the importance of the
railway project linking
Agaba Port with phos-
phate and potash mines,
which will connect to
the Maan Land Port
and mnational railway
networks extending to-
wards regional borders.

Oudah added that Jor
dan’s free trade agree-
ments with Britain, the
European Union, the
United States, Canada
and the Greater Arab
Free Trade Area repre-
sent competitive advan-
tages that can support
regional industrial inte-
gration under approved
rules of origin.

The session also fea
tured by Bahraini Min-
ister of Dil and Enwvi-
ronment Mohamed bin
Dainah, AD Ports Group
Chief Executive Dfficer
Abdullah Hameli, and
Foulath Holding Chair
man Meshari Judaimi.

Al ‘widening economic inequality’, IMF boss warns

SINGAPORE (AFP) —
The glohal Al boom is
fast becoming the key
driver of economies
around the world but
the boom is risking
wider global inequal
ity by leaving some na-
tions behind, IMF chief
Kristalina  Georgieva
warned on Wednesday.
She also lamented a
lack of "decisive action”
in heavily indebted
advanced nations and
called for "very tough
policy choices” to re-
store the health of their
public finances.
Georgieva said in a

speech ahead of the In
ternational Monetary
Fund's annual meetings
in Singapore next week
that AT investment-to-
GDP will likely top the
cash pumped into rail-
roads, the -electricity
grid or the telecommu-
nication network.
Growth in Al-related
trade was being seen
most in the United
States, China and In
dia, where companies
splashed out on data
centres and other infra.
structure, while others
were benefiting from
the manufacture of

chips and robotics.

“Love it, hate it, or
fear it, AT is here, rap
idly becoming a key
driver of ecountries’
relative fortunes in the
world economy,” Geor
gieva said.

"Yet, as this drives
forward today's AL
economies, it largely
bypasses most oth-
ers, increasing the risk
of widening economic
inequality across the
globe," she wamned.

“Success requires
everybody be taken
along to harvest the
transformative  power

of Al, which is why it
will be so important
to deliver AT access
around the globe.

"And that, of course,
calls for cooperation.
In pur interconnected
world, countries coop-
erate not out of charity
but out of self-interest.”

The speech comes
amid growing concermn
about the wast sums
pumped into the sec
tor, and when inves
tors will see returns,
after the boom fuelled
a market rally to record
lewels over the past two

years.

day a promotional tour
to India aimed at at-
tracting investment in
Jordan's textile and ap
parel sector.

The tour coversd
the capital New Del-
hi, as well as the cit-
ies of Mumbai and
Ahmedabad.

According to a min.
istry  statement on
Wednesday, a Jordanian
delegation, headed by
Ministry of Investment
Secretary General Zaher
Oatranah, held meet-
ings with more than 20
Indian companies.

The delegation also
visited several compa-
nies and factories and
met with organizations
and institutions in-
volved in the sector to
promote investment op-
portunities in Jordan,
as well as the incentives
and advantages offered
to investors.

The meetings also
provided an oppor
tunity to learn about

Photo Courtesy of Mindstry of Irvestmeent
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The Ministry of Investment has concluded on Wednesday a promotional tour to India aimed
at attracting investment in Jordan's textile and apparel sector

the technical and op-
erational requirements
that companies con-
gider when evaluating
potential  investment
destinations, including
Jordan,

The meetings and
field wvisits focused on
export-oriented manu
facturing, primary tex-

tile industries and ac-
tivities linked to walue
chains, with the aim of
identifying investment
opportunities that align
with companies’ needs
and expansion plans.
The tour is part of
the ministry's efforts
to strengthen direct
engagement with spe-

cialised international
companies and attract
quality investments
that can expand Jor-
dan’s industrial base
and enhance the King

dom's position as a
competitive  platform
for manufacturing

and exports to global
markets.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE
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AMMAN (JT) — Amman Stock Exchange {ASE)
trading walue for Wednesday amounted to
JD11.4 million spread over 7.5 million shares
that traded through 5,971 transactions.

The ASE share price index shed (.12 per cent,

closing at 4200.41 points.

Out of 110 companies whose shares were trad
ed, the share price of 41 companies rose while
the share price of another 37 declined.

Topping the list of the companies whose
shares pgained the most were Al Shamekha for
Real Estate and Financial Investments by 4.69
per cent, Latent Energies for Investments by 4.69
per cent, High Performance Beal Estate Invest-
ments by 4.55 per cent, Jordan Dairy by 4.55 per
cent, and Arab Pesticides and Veterinary Drugs
Manufacturing Company by 4.36 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the most
were Al Zarga Educational and Investment by 6.1
per cent, Specialised Investment Compounds by
4.17 per cent, Al Sanabel International for Islam-
ic Investments holding Ple. Company by 3.64 per
cent, Jordan Poultry Processing and Marketing
by 3.57 per cent, and Morthern Cement Company

by 3.55 per cent.
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A child who learns
compassion for a
weak creature also
learns empathy for
others.

By Hadeel ElBis

video filmed on a mobile

phone, showing a man

urging his dogs to attack

a helpless cat, has spread

widely on social media and

provoked outrage. Security
services arrested him after identifying him.
The incident, together with the deaths of
dozens of cats in a residential complex in
Amman's Rashid suburb amid suspected
poisoning, has purviolence against animals
backin the spotlight.

Imitation or deliberate cruelty

Dr Mohannad Faroun, a psychology trainer
at the Institute for Family Health Care, said
that watching such an ateack can be distress-
ing, but that it does not necessarily indicate
a psychological disorder. What matters, he
said, is the motive: A desire for control, a

< ) . CONCEPT. EXECUTION & DIRECTION: OMAR ALEES (A-ASSISTED)

search for thrills, revenge, or a way of vent-
ing anger and stress,

Cruelty to animals can be a behavioural
warning sign, he said, particularly alongside
weak empathy, a persistent need for control
ot indifference to another creature's suffer-
ing, and may warrant assessment, But the
cause cannot be determined from a single
incident or video. It requires knowing the
person’s history and the context.

The behaviour matters even more in chil-
dren. Harming animals for fun may reflect
a lack of awareness or flawed upbringing
rathet than a disorder, and the family enwvi-
ronment plays a major role: A child raised
amid violence, or without empathy, may
express anger through harmful behaviour.

Faroun also distinguished deliberate
harm from impulsiveness or poot self-con-
trol. Repeated or deliberate torture, where
a child understands what they are doing
and shows no empathy or remorse, calls
for specialist assessment and should not be
ignored. Responsibility lies not with fami-
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lies alone: A schools and society must pro-
mote compassion and intervene early when
waotrying behaviour appears.

What doesthe law say?

Criminal lawyer Salah Jabr said Jordanian
legislation contains several provisions on
killing or mistreating animals, but penal-
ties vary with the act, the animal and the
circumstances,

Article 452 of Penal Code No. 16 of 19060
criminalises intentionally and unneces-
sarily killing certain animals. Killing a
pet or domestic animal carries up to three
months’ imprisonment or a fine of up to 50
dinars. Deliberately beating or wounding
an animal so that it cannot work, or suffers
serious harm, carries up to one month ora
fine of up to zo dinars. Closest to the foot-
age, anyone who causes an animal’s death
by setting savage animals on it, or by other
means, faces the same penalry.

Article 472 covers mistreatment, with up

ANIMAL CRUELTY
IS A CRIME

1 Prohibited Offenses

Killing & Poisoning:

Intentionally ending an animal's

2

Abuse & Incitement:
Beating creatures or setting animals

J

A

to a week in prison and a fine of up to five
dinarsfor offences such as leaving a domes-
tic animal without food, severely neglect-
ingit, beating or torturing a pet cruelly, or
working an animal unfit for labour through
illness, age or injury.

Jabr noted that criminal liability is not
established by simply describing an inci-
dent. It depends on the elements of the
offence and proof of the act, with the
courts determining responsibility and
punishment.

The legal framework extends beyvond the
Penal Code. Animal Welfare Regulation No.
11 of 2010 gives the Ministry of Agriculture,
working with other bodies, responsibility
foranimal welfare and preventing cruelty. It
defines cruelty to include causing pain, tor-
ture, beating, wounding or mistreatment,
and causing an animal to be injured or killed
by another animal or given a toxic or harm-
ful substance.

Responding to claims thatits rules ban the
hunting of animals, including stray dogs, the
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Severe Neglect: Denying a
domestic pet food and basic care.

2 Legal Penalties

Up to 3 Months Prison / 5000
Fine: For intentionally killing a pet.

Up to 1 Month Prison / 20 Joo

Fine: For abusing, beating, or
harming an animal.
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&3 Key Message

Child Behavior: Repeated animal
abuse by a child is a psychological

warning sign.

Take Action:

Mever use poison or take matters into
to your own hands; report abuse

immediately.
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LTY TO ANIMALS:
MITATION AND
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Ministry of Agriculture said its role concerns
health and veterinary matters. Monitoring
and sheltering strays falls to the Ministry of
Local Administration and Greater Amuman
Municipality, under Article 16/ A /24 of the
2021 Local Administration Law.

According to Jabr, animals in residential
areas should notbe dealt with through indi-
vidual action, especially by using poison or
setting animals on one another, given the
danger to residents, particularly children.

Faroun added that promoting kindness
to animals cannot be separated from wider
social values: A child who learns compas-
sion fora weak creature also learns empathy
for others, and families, schools and society
can reinforce these values from the earliest
years.

Animal welfare campaigners have urged
people on social media to report torture or
abuse rather than rake matters into their
own hands, while the authorities say that
tackling the issue of stray animals requires
an organised and responsible approach.



