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His Majesty King Abdullah visits the Farnborough International Airshow 2026 in the United Kingdom, and is briefed on the latest
advancements and technological innovations across the aviation and aerospace industries

King visits Farnborough
International Airshow 2026

AMMAN (JT) — His Maj-
esty King Abdullah on
Wednesday visited Farn-
borough  International
Airshow 2026, in the
United Kingdom.

During a tour of the ex-
hibition, which connects
leaders and innovators
in the global aerospace,
defence, and space indus-

tries, His Majesty viewed
pavilions showcasing
the latest advancements
in the aviation and aero-
space industries and
technologies, according to
a Royal Court statement.
The tour included visits
to the exhibits of interna-
tional companies special-
ising in the development

of electric propulsion sys-
tems for aircraft, drones
and their systems, drone-
based cargo services, Al-
powered aircraft systems,
electric vertical take-off
and landing (eVTOL) tech-
nology, the development
of urban air mobility in-
frastructure, AI-powered
drones and the field of

engineering design, the
statement said.

More than 1,400 spe-
cialist companies from 41
countries are taking part
in the Farnborough Inter-
national Airshow 2026,
which is one of the larg-
est international exhibi-
tions in the aviation and
defence sectors.
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Crown Prince meets
with Karak youth

AMMAN (JT) — HRH
Crown  Prince  Hus-
sein, the Regent, met on
Wednesday with youth
from Karak Governorate.

During the meeting,
held at Prince El Hassan
Cultural Centre in Karak,
discussions were held on
a range of issues of con-
cern to young people, ac-
cording to a Royal Court
statement.

The Crown Prince em-
phasised the importance
of empowering young
people and wunlocking
their potential across
various sectors, and
called for the advance-
ment of university-level
academic, vocational
and technical education
programmes.

His Royal Highness
expressed his pride in
the capabilities and
technical proficiency
demonstrated by young
Jordanians working in
technical and technology
fields.

The Crown Prince
noted the importance of
completing key develop-
ment projects currently
underway across various
sectors in Jordan, high-
lighting in particular the
critical role of tourism
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HRH Crown Prince Hussein, the Regent, meets on Wednesday with youth from Karak Governorate

projects designed to en-
hance visitor experiences
and stimulate tourism at
archaeological sites.

His Royal Highness
also underscored the
potential for regional
economic cooperation in
various fields, highlight-
ing energy as a key sec-
tor for collaboration, the
statement said.

Discussions also

touched on regional de-
velopments, with the
Crown Prince reaffirm-
ing that Jordan remains
fully prepared to safe-
guard its security and
the safety of its people
through the efforts of the
Jordan Armed Forces-
Arab Army and security
agencies.

The meeting addressed
youth-focused concerns

across sectors includ-
ing tourism, agriculture,
technology and engineer-
ing, along with Crown
Prince Foundation (CPF)
initiatives.

The attendees praised
the CPF's role in empow-
ering youth, noting His
Royal Highness' active,
ongoing commitment and
engagement with young
people nationwide.
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JAF intercepts four Iranian drones,

- JAF photo

four missiles launched towards Jordan

AMMAN (JT) — The Roy-
al Jordanian Air Force on
Wednesday morning in-
tercepted and shot down
four drones launched
from Iran towards Jor-
dan, the Jordan Armed
Forces-Arab Army (JAF)
said.

A military source said
in a JAF statement that
the operation was carried

out successfully, with no
casualties or material
damage reported.
Following the inter-
ception, teams from the
Royal Engineering Corps
were dispatched to the
locations where debris
fell. The teams secured
the sites and handled the
remnants in accordance
with established techni-

cal and security proce-
dures, the source added.

In a separate statement
on Wednesday, a source
from JAF General Com-
mand said that air de-
fence systems detected
six missiles launched
from Iran on Wednesday
towards Jordan.

Continued on page 5

Deputising for King, prime minister opens Jerash Festival

AMMAN (JT) — Deputis-
ing for His Majesty King
Abdullah, Prime Minister
Jafar Hassan on Wednes-
day patronised the of-
ficial opening ceremony
of the 40th edition of the
Jerash Festival for Cul-
ture and Arts, held at the
North Theatre in the an-
cient Roman city.

Hassan lit the festival
torch, officially marking
the launch of this year's
edition, which is held un-
der the theme “A Legacy
Extends...  Generations
Meet”, according to the
Jordan News Agency,
Petra.

Minister of Culture and
Chairman of the Festi-
val's Higher Committee
Mustafa Rawashdeh de-
livered the official ad-
dress, while Chairman
of the Greater Jerash
Municipal Committee
Mohammad Bani Yasin
spoke on behalf of the lo-
cal community.

Rawashdeh described
the festival as a national,
cultural and human mile-
stone, as well as a vital
platform within the Jor-
danian, Arab and interna-
tional cultural landscape
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Deputising for His Majesty King Abdullah, Prime Minister Jafar Hassan on Wednesday patronises
the official opening ceremony of the 40th edition of the Jerash Festival for Culture and Arts

through programmes
that foster intercultural
dialogue and exchange.
He added that the fes-
tival, held under Royal
patronage, embodies the
role of culture and arts
as a bridge connecting
peoples, bringing togeth-
er diverse languages and
international arts to its

ancient colonnades.
Rawashdeh high-
lighted the significance
of choosing Jerash, de-
scribing the ancient site
as a historic crossroads
for trade and cultural
exchange that continues
to serve as a safe and
welcoming platform for
artistic and intellectual

dialogue.

The minister noted that
the festival reflects Jor-
dan's vision of honouring
the past, understanding
the present and shaping
the future, thereby docu-
menting the national nar-
rative of the land and its
people.

He stressed that four

decades of the festi-
val’s continuity reflect
Jordan's stability and
resilience, noting that
the number 40 symbol-
ises maturity, wisdom,
strength and continuous
giving.

Rawashdeh praised the
hospitality of Jerash’s
residents, noting that
their welcoming spirit
reflects authentic Jorda-
nian values.

He added that the sus-
tained staging of the
festival amidst regional
challenges demonstrates
the Kingdom's capability
to modernise its cultural
offerings using modern

technology to engage
younger generations
and showcase Jordan's
heritage.

This year's theme, "A
Legacy Extends... Gener-
ations Meet", aims to re-
inforce national identity,
promote diversity and
contribute to sustainable
development, Rawashdeh
noted, reaffirming Jor-
dan’s standing as a land
of civilisation, culture
and knowledge.

Continued on page 5

Jordan welcomes decisions by Netherlands, Belgium to ban Israeli settler products

AMMAN (JT) — Jordan
on Saturday has wel-
comed decisions by The
Netherlands and Bel-
gium to ban imports of
products from Israeli
settlements, describing
the measures as “consist-
ent with international
law and UN resolutions”.

In a statement on
Wednesday, Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Fuad
Majali said the bans rep-
resents an “important”
step towards enforcing
international law, par-
ticularly UN Security
Council Resolution 2334,
which condemns Israeli
settlement activities in
the occupied Palestin-
ian territories, including
East Jerusalem.

He also referred to the
International Court of
Justice’s advisory opin-
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View of Israeli settlement of Har Homa in the Israel-occupied East Jerusalem on December 7,2025,
with the West Bank city of Bethlehem in the background on right

ion, which found Israel's
occupation and settle-
ment activities in the oc-
cupied Palestinian terri-
tory to be unlawful.
Majali urged the in-

ternational community,
particularly  European
Union member states, to
adopt similar measures
to help curb illegal settle-
ment expansion and sup-

port efforts to achieve a
just and comprehensive
peace based on the two-
state solution.

He reaffirmed Jordan's
commitment to working

with regional and in-
ternational partners to
support the Palestinian
people’s legitimate right
to freedom, end the oc-
cupation, and establish
an independent Palestin-
ian state on the pre-1967
lines with East Jerusa-
lem as its capital.

The Netherlands gov-
ernment announced on
Tuesday that it would
ban imports from Pales-
tinian territories occu-
pied by Israeli settlers
from September 22.

The Netherlands will
join Ireland, Belgium and
Spain among European
Union countries that
have imposed restric-
tions on trade with terri-
tories occupied by Israeli
settlers.

Continued on page 5

Air traffic operating normally despite
regional developments — CARC

AMMAN (JT) — Air traf-
fic through Jordanian
airspace is operating nor-
mally and according to
scheduled flight plans, ac-
cording to Civil Aviation
Regulatory Commission
(CARC) Chief Commis-
sioner Daifallah Farajat.
Farajat was quoted in
the Jordan News Agency,
Petra, as saying that the
commission’s radar cen-
tre handled 176 aircraft
transiting Jordanian
airspace over a six-hour
period between 8am
and 2pm, “reflecting the
smooth flow of operations
and the effectiveness of
the measures in place”.
He added that CARC is
closely monitoring devel-
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Planes that belong to Royal Jordanian and other airlines are
parked at Queen Alia International Airport in Amman

opments across the re-
gion while maintaining a
high level of operational
readiness.

“The commission is
working in close coor-

dination with relevant
authorities to ensure the
continued safety and se-
curity of civil aviation in
Jordanian airspace,” he
said.
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King sends cable to
Egypt president on
July revolt anniversary

AMMAN (JT) — His Maj-
esty King Abdullah has
sent a cable to Egypt
President Abdel Fattah Al

Sisi on the anniversary of
the 23 July 1952 revolu-
tion, wishing him contin-
ued good health, and the

people of Egypt further
progress and prosper-
ity, according to a Royal
Court statement.

Army chief, US official reaffirm commitment
to expanding security partnership

AMMAN (JT) — Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff Maj. Gen. Yousef Hu-
neiti on Wednesday met
with US Under Secretary
of State for Arms Control
and International Security
Thomas G. DiNanno, on
the sidelines of his official
visit to Washington, DC.

During the meeting, the
two sides discussed ways
to enhance cooperation
between Jordan and the
US in security and defence
fields, the Jordan News
Agency, Petra, reported.

They also reviewed re-
gional and international
developments, alongside
joint efforts to support se-
curity and stability in the
region.

Huneiti underscored the
depth of the strategic part-
nership binding the King-
dom and the US, stressing
the importance of con-
tinued coordination and
consultation to address
shared security challenges
and enhance regional and
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Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Maj. Gen.Yousef Huneiti on Wednesday meets with US Under Secretary of State for Arms Control
and International Security Thomas G. DiNanno

global stability.

For his part, DiNanno
praised the high level of
Jordanian-US  relations
and the Kingdom's pivotal

role in supporting region-
al security and stability,
reaffirming his country’s
commitment to expanding
cooperation with Jordan

across various areas of
mutual interest.

The meeting falls within
ongoing efforts to bolster
the strategic partnership

between the two nations
and enhance coordination
to serve shared interests
and address regional and
international challenges.

FAO, Jordan advance evidence-based irrigation planning through IRMA Initiative

AMMAN (JT) — The Food
and Agriculture Organi-
sation of the United Na-
tions (FAO), together with
the Jordan Valley Author-
ity (JVA), and the Dutch
embassy in Jordan, on
Wednesday opened a two-
day national workshop in
Amman to introduce the
Mapping Irrigation Po-
tential and Needs (IRMA)
initiative and launch its
implementation in Jordan,
with support from the Re-
gional Water Scarcity Ini-
tiative (WSI) Programme.

The programme, which
supports nine countries
across the Near East and
North Africa in address-
ing water scarcity through
advancing sustainable
water management and
improved agricultural wa-
ter governance, is funded
by the governments of
Sweden and The Nether
lands, according to a FAO
statement.

The workshop brought
together representatives of
the Ministry of Water and
Trrigation, JVA, the Water
Authority of Jordan, the
Ministry of Agriculture,
and key development part-
ners, alongside FAO tech-
nical experts, to examine
how the IRMA approach
can help the country make
more sustainable, evi-
dence-based decisions on
irrigation development.

Irrigation is vital to food
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The Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations and partners on Wednesday open a
two-day national workshop in Amman to introduce the Mapping Irrigation Potential and Needs

initiative

security, livelihoods and
sustainable development,
particularly where rain-
fall is insufficient or un-
predictable. Yet, declining
water availability increas-
ingly limits how far irriga-
tion can expand.

Countries must therefore
weigh difficult trade-offs,
from selecting priority
crops to improving water
use efficiency and raising
crop water productivity,
in order to meet demand
without  compromising
long-term sustainability.

To support countries in

these decisions, FAO de-
veloped IRMA, which in-
troduces a multi-criteria
framework to assess and
reconcile the potential and
the needs of irrigation,
placing it at the service
of sustainable, long-term
food security.

The approach maps ex-
isting irrigated areas us-
ing artificial intelligence
and rests on three criteria:
Biophysical suitability for
irrigation  development,
the role of irrigation in the
context of sustainable de-
velopment needs and the

benefits of irrigation.

By identifying areas
that are both suitable and
justified for development,
IRMA helps ensure that ir-
rigation decisions are tech-
nically feasible, economi-
cally viable and aligned
with broader development
goals.

For Jordan, one of the
most water-scarce coun-
tries in the world, improv-
ing irrigation management
is not merely an operation-
al goal but an existential
imperative.

As agriculture accounts

for much of the country’s
limited water resources,
even marginal gains in ir-
rigation efficiency can de-
liver significant benefits
for national water security.

Through the Regional
WSI Programme, FAO is
supporting Jordan in rais-
ing irrigation water pro-
ductivity, and tools such
as IRMA enable decision-
makers to allocate resourc-
es more accurately and to
plan future investment.

Commencing the work-
shop, FAO Acting Repre-
sentative in Jordan Paul
Opio  emphasised the
crucial importance of
evidence-based planning
to address Jordan's water
challenges.

“Jordan'’s increasing wa-
ter scarcity, combined with
the impacts of climate
change and rising demand
for water, requires innova-
tive and science-based so-
lutions,” Opio said.

“Through the IRMA ini-
tiative, FAO is supporting
the Government of Jordan
with a practical decision-
support tool that inte-
grates geospatial, climate,
water and agricultural
data to strengthen irriga-
tion planning, prioritise in-
vestments, improve water
productivity and promote
the sustainable manage-
ment of the country’s lim-
ited water resources,” he
added.

During the workshop,
participants were intro-
duced to the IRMA meth-
odology, learnt from the
best international practic-
es and discussed pathways
for its application in Jor-
dan to support evidence-
based  decision-making,
investment prioritisation,
and sustainable agricul-
tural development.

JVA  Secretary-General
Hisham Hisa stressed that
“improving irrigation wa-
ter use efficiency is a na-
tional priority to address
Jordan’s water scarcity
challenges and strength-
en both water and food
security”.

He noted that the IRMA
initiative contributes to
more efficient water man-
agement by leveraging
artificial intelligence to
support  evidence-based
planning and investment
prioritisation, thereby en-
hancing water and food
security while promoting
sustainable agricultural
development in Jordan.

Hisa also highlighted the
importance of boosting the
strategic partnership with
FAO and drawing on inter-
national expertise and the
best practices to improve
water productivity and ad-
vance sustainable irriga-
tion management.

He also stressed the
need to expand the reuse
of treated wastewater, pro-

mote the water footprint
approach, and prioritise
the allocation of limited
water resources to high-
value crops to maximise
economic returns and en-
sure the sustainable use
of Jordan's scarce water
resources.

Delivering the open-
ing remarks on behalf
of the FAO Regional Of-
fice for the Near East and
North Africa, Regional
WSI Programme Coordi-
nator Mohamed Abdallah
underlined the collabo-
rative foundation of the
Programme.

“Water scarcity is be-
yond the capacity of any
single institution to ad-
dress alone. The Regional
WSI Programme is a part-
nership in practice: Led by
FAO with the support of
the governments of Swe-
den and The Netherlands,
it brings together UNICEF,
ESCWA, ICARDA, IWMI
and ICBA, each contribut-
ing complementary ex-
pertise and works closely
with national institutions
so that this expertise re-
sponds to country priori-
ties,” Abdallah said.

“Supporting the imple-
mentation of IRMA in Jor-
dan is a natural extension
of that partnership, and
its success will rest on na-
tional ownmership and on
close technical collabora-
tion with the Jordan Valley

Authority and its national
partners,” he added.

Over the course of the
workshop, FAO techni-
cal experts presented the
IRMA concept and its four
components: the mapping
of irrigated areas using
artificial intelligence, the
assessment of biophysi-
cal suitability, the evalua-
tion of development needs,
and the measurement of
the benefits of irrigation
development.

Sessions were comple-
mented by a demonstra-
tion of the IRMA digital
platform and by practical
examples, results and les-
sons learnt from applica-
tions in other countries.

Participants also re-
viewed the strategic priori-
ties for irrigation develop-
ment in Jordan and the
current status of the na-
tional irrigation sector.

The workshop marks
another milestone in the
long-standing partnership
between FAO and Jordan
to enhance water security,
improve agricultural wa-
ter management and build
climate resilience through
technical cooperation, in-
novation and capacity
development.

It also marks the begin-
ning of the implementa-
tion of the IRMA Initiative
in Jordan under the Re-
gional Water Scarcity Ini-
tiative Programme.

Royal Jordanian named official
carrier for 40th Jerash Festival

AMMAN (JT) — The Jerash
Festival for Culture and
Arts has designated Royal
Jordanian Airlines (RJ) as
the official carrier for Arab
and international guests,
artists, and delegations
participating in the festi-
val's 40th edition, which
opens on Thursday.

The partnership under-
scores the longstanding co-
operation between two na-
tional institutions working
to promote Jordan's cul-
tural, tourism and civilisa-
tional message worldwide,
RJ said in a statement to
The Jordan Times.

Royal Jordanian Vice
Chairman and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Samer Ma-
jali met with Jerash Fes-
tival Executive Director
Yazan Khudair to discuss
the collaboration.

Majali said that RJ re-
mains committed to its
role as a strategic partner
and official carrier of the
Jerash Festival since its es-
tablishment, describing the
airline and the festival as
national institutions that
jointly contribute to show-
casing Jordan's heritage,
culture and tourism poten-
tial internationally.

He added that the na-
tional carrier's sponsor-
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The Jerash Festival for Culture and Arts has designated
Royal Jordanian Airlines as the official carrier for Arab and
international guests, artists, and delegations participating in

the festival’s 40th edition

ship reflects its contin-
ued support for national
events and initiatives that
enhance Jordan's cul-
tural and tourism sectors.
The festival, he said, rep-
resents an important
platform for promoting
the Kingdom as a leading
cultural destination, en-
couraging festival tourism,
attracting  international
visitors, and supporting
broader economic activity.

Khudair said that the
partnership with RJ dem-
onstrates the cooperation
and integration of roles
among national institu-
tions in supporting one of
Jordan's most prominent
cultural events.

He highlighted the na-
tional carrier's contribu-
tion to enhancing Jordan's
cultural presence abroad,
noting that Royal Jordani-
an plays a key role in trans-
porting artists, creators
and Arab and international
delegations participating in
the festival’s 40th edition.
Under the sponsorship
agreement, RJ will facili-
tate the travel of renowned
artists, cultural figures,
and musical groups arriv-
ing in Jordan to participate
in performances at the an-
cient city of Jerash.

The airline will also pro-
vide booking and ticketing
support services for festival
participants and guests.
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The Abdali renews partnership with Amman
International Film Festival — Awal Film for 7th edition

AMMAN (JT) — The Ab-
dali said it has renewed
its partnership with the
Amman International
Film Festival — Awal
Film, hosting a range of
activities from the festi-
val's seventh edition at
The Boulevard from July
26 to August 3.

Held under the theme
“Beyond the Frame”, the
festival will feature film
screenings, workshops
and cultural activities
as part of a programme
designed to celebrate
cinema and support the
region’s growing film
industry, The Abdali
said in a statement to
The Jordan Times.

The renewed collabo-
ration between The Ab-
dali and the Amman
International Film Fes-
tival — Awal Film builds
on several vyears of
partnership, reflecting
a shared commitment
to promoting arts and
culture while providing
audiences with oppor-
tunities to experience
cinema in the heart of
Amman.

As part of the festival
programme, The Boul-
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The Abdali says it has renewed its partnership with the Amman International Film Festival - Awal
Film, hosting a range of activities from the festival’s seventh edition at The Boulevard from July 26

to August 3

evard will host film
screenings in its theatre
area, alongside special-
ised workshops and re-
lated activities.

Festival-inspired in-
stallations and visual
displays will also be
placed throughout the
destination, creating an
atmosphere that reflects
the spirit of the event
and enhances the visitor
experience.

President and Chair-
man of Abdali Invest-
ment and Development
Amer Fayez said in the
statement that the part-
nership reflects The
Abdali's  commitment
to supporting creative
industries and cultural
engagement.

“Cinema is a univer-
sal language that brings
people closer together,
connects cultures and

gives voice to inspiring
human stories. We are
very proud to expand
on our partnership with
the Amman Internation-
al Film Festival — Awal
Film, which continues
to grow as an important
platform for creativity
and emerging talent,” he
said.

“We look forward to
welcoming festival visi-
tors to The Boulevard

this year and sharing
in the activities of its
seventh edition,” Fayez
added.

The Amman Inter-
national Film Festival
— Awal Film has estab-
lished itself as one of
the region’s prominent
film events, with a fo-
cus on celebrating first
achievements in film-
making, particularly
within Arab cinema.

The festival com-
bines film screenings
with professional pro-
grammes that support
filmmakers, encourage
collaboration and pro-
vide opportunities for
project development.

Through hosting the
festival's activities, The
Abdali said that it con-
tinues to position The
Boulevard as a destina-
tion that brings together
culture, entertainment,
lifestyle and business.

Its public spaces pro-
vide visitors, families
and vyoung audiences
with opportunities to
engage with artistic and
cultural experiences
in an accessible urban
environment.
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Aerial view of Zaatari refugee camp in Mafraq Governorate, some 90 kilometres east of Amman

UNHCR Jordan reports $202 mil

jon funding

gap as refugee operations continue

AMMAN (JT) — The
United Nations High
Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) in Jordan
has received around
$77.7 million in funding
to support its operations
during the first half of
2026, covering only 28
per cent of its total fi-
nancial  requirements,
the agency said.

The remaining funding
shortfall stands at ap-
proximately $202.3 mil-
lion, representing 72.25
per cent of the required
budget as of June 30,
2026.

UNHCR spokesper-
son Youssef Taha told Al
Mamlaka TV that avail-
able resources remain
significantly below the
level needed to maintain
operations in Jordan,
as the agency continues
providing cash assist-
ance to refugees, vulner-
able families and host
communities.

During the second

quarter of 2026, UNHCR
provided cash assist-
ance to nearly 10,000
refugee families across
several governorates to
help them meet their ba-
sic needs, Taha said.

He added that 7,277
refugees living in the
Zaatari and Azraq camps
had benefitted from the
agency's cash assistance
programme supporting
voluntary return by the
end of May.

The programme pro-
vides JD210 per family,
in addition to JD70 per
individual for the most
vulnerable families.

Post-distribution
monitoring indicated an
89 per cent satisfaction
rate among recipients,
with most using the as-
sistance to cover essen-
tial expenses, including
food, transportation and
debt repayment, Taha
said.

He noted that 270 ref-
ugee families generated

nearly $300,000 through
the sale of 530 caravans
in Zaatari camp before
returning to Syria.
Regarding voluntary
returns, Taha said that
more than 203,500 reg-
istered Syrian refugees
had returned to Syria be-
tween December 8, 2024
and June 30, 2026, with
the total number exceed-
ing 208,000 by July 18.

Return movements
increased in  recent
months, with around

5,000 refugees return-
ing in May and nearly
6,900 in June, according
to Taha.

However, current re-
turn rates remain below
last year’s levels. Cit-
ing the regional update
for April and May 2026,
Taha said that weekly re-
turns averaged between
1,000 and 1,300 individ-
uals, compared with an
average of around 3,000
individuals per week in
2025.

Jordan reports gains in global
food security, nutrition indicators

AMMAN (JT) — Jordan
has recorded steady
improvements in food
security and nutrition
indicators, according to
the 2026 State of Food
Security and Nutrition in
the World (SOFI) report,
Agriculture Minister and
Vice Chairman of the
Higher Council for Food
Security Saeb Khraisat

The report, published
this month by the UN
Food and Agriculture
Organisation in partner-
ship with the World Food
Programme, the World
Health Organisation,
UNICEF and the Inter-
national Fund for Agri-
cultural  Development,
shows progress across
several key mnational
indicators.

Commenting on the re-
port, Kharisatwas quoted
in the Jordan News Agen-
cy, Petra, as saying that
the findings highlight
a decline in undernour-
ishment, continued low
levels of acute malnutri-
tion among children and
improved affordability of
healthy diets, reinforcing
Jordan's position among
countries with stable
food security levels.

One of the report's
most notable findings
was the improvement in
the Prevalence of Under-
nourishment (PoU), a key
indicator used to moni-
tor Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal 2 on ending
hunger.

Jordan's PoU declined
from 17.9 per cent for the
2021-2023 period to 14.3

The Jordan Silos and Supply General Company

per cent for 2022-2024,
before falling further to
12.2 per cent for 2023-
2025, reflecting improved
food availability and ac-
cess across the Kingdom,
he said.

The report also found
that Jordan continues
to maintain one of the
region's lowest levels of
acute child malnutrition.
The child wasting rate
remained unchanged at
2.3 per cent, well below
global and regional aver-
ages, the minister said.

Kharisat said that the
stability of this indica-

tor, considered one of the
most sensitive measures
of food security, reflects
the effectiveness of child
nutrition and health-
care programmes and
underscores the need to
maintain and strengthen
them.

The prevalence of
stunting among children
under five stood at 7.7
per cent in 2024, also
below regional and glo-
bal averages, indicating
sustained progress in
tackling chronic malnu-
trition, he added.

The report further

showed a slight improve-
ment in the affordability
of healthy diets, with the
proportion of people un-
able to afford a healthy
diet falling to 2.2 per
cent in 2025 from 2.3 per
cent a year earlier, Petra
said.

Adult obesity also de-
clined, with the preva-
lence among people aged
18 and over dropping to
35.4 per cent in the 2026
report, based on 2024
data, from 38.5 per cent
in the previous edition,
which was based on 2022
figures.

JTfile

Kharisat said that the
results reflect contin-
ued progress in Jordan's
food security and nutri-
tion performance, adding
that the government will
continue implementing
policies to improve diet
quality, expand access
to healthy and sustain-
able food, support local
agricultural production,
strengthen supply chains
and protect lower-in-
come households in line
with the Economic Mod-
ernisation Vision and the
National Food Security
Strategy.

Jerusalem Governorate condemns Nauru’s

planned embassy op

AMMAN (JT) — The Je-
rusalem Governorate has
condemned the Repub-
lic of Nauru's announce-
ment that it plans to open
an embassy in Jerusalem,
describing the move as a
serious political and diplo-
matic escalation and a vio-
lation of international law
and United Nations resolu-
tions.

In a statement, cited by
Al Mamlaka, the governo-
rate said that the decision
undermines the interna-
tional position rejecting
recognition of measures
that would alter the legal
and historical status of
Jerusalem.

The governorate reaf-
firmed its position that
East Jerusalem is part of
the Palestinian territories
occupied in 1967 and is
the capital of the State of
Palestine.

Nauru is an island nation
and one of the Micronesian
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This photo taken on May 10, 2021, shows a general view of the Dome of the Rock in occupied

Jerusalem

states in the North Pacific,
alongside the Marshall Is-
lands, the Federated States
of Micronesia, Palau and
Kiribati.

The governorate said that
Nauru’s planned embassy
opening would conflict
with UN Security Coun-

cil Resolutions 476 and
478, which rejected Israeli
measures aimed at chang-
ing the status of Jerusalem
and called on countries to
avoid establishing diplo-
matic missions in the city.
It added that actions
taken by Israeli authori-

ties to change Jerusalem’s
legal, demographic, or geo-
graphic status have no le-
gal validity under interna-
tional law and relevant UN
resolutions.

The statement also said
that establishing or re-
locating diplomatic mis-

ening in Jerusalem

sions to Jerusalem could
be viewed as support for
Israeli settlement and
expansion policies, and
cited issues including set-
tlement activity, home
demolitions, displacement,
land seizures and tensions
surrounding the Al Agsa
Mosque Compound as on-
going concerns.

The governorate reiter-
ated that Jerusalem's sta-
tus should be determined
in accordance with inter-
national law and existing
UN resolutions, and said
that attempts to change the
city’s status would not af-
fect the Palestinian people’s
historical and legal rights.

The announcement fol-
lows a statement by Israel's
foreign ministry that Nauru
plans to open an embassy
in Jerusalem in the coming
months. If completed, the
move would make Nauru
the 10th country to estab-
lish an embassy in the city.

Digital economy minister opens Balqa Government Services Centre in Salt

AMMAN (JT) — Minister
of Digital Economy and
Entrepreneurship ~ Sami
Smeirat on Wednesday in-
augurated the Balga Gov-
ernment Services Centre in
Salt as part of the govern-
ment's public sector mod-
ernisation efforts aimed at
improving access to gov-
ernment services.

The centre began trial
operations on May 21 to
test its systems and opera-
tional procedures ahead of
its official inauguration,
the Jordan News Agency,
Petra, reported.

During the opening cer-
emony, Smeirat said that
government services cen-

Petra photo

Minister of Digital Economy and Entrepreneurship Sami Smeirat
on Wednesday opens the Balga Government Services Centre in
Salt, which began trial operations on May 21

tres are a key pillar of the
Public Sector Modernisa-
tion Roadmap.

He said that the govern-
ment will continue ex-
panding the network of

government services cen-
tres and enhancing their
operating model to provide
more efficient and flex-
ible services, improve the
customer experience and

boost public confidence in
government services.
Smeirat noted that the
results achieved during
the trial phase reflected
“strong” demand for the
centre's services and “high
customer satisfaction”,
stressing the importance of
monitoring user feedback
to further improve services
and operational efficiency.
The Balga centre offers
176 services provided by
27 government institu-
tions, including the Civil
Status and Passports De-
partment, the Driver and
Vehicle Licensing Depart-
ment, the Sharia Courts
Department, the Residency

and Borders Department,
the Health Insurance Di-
rectorate, the Ministry of
Education and the Notary
Public, among others, al-
lowing citizens to complete
multiple transactions in
one location.

The centre received 6,603
visitors and processed
10,744 transactions during
its trial phase, where cus-
tomer satisfaction stood at
97 per cent, while the net
promoter score reached 95.

The centre operates daily
from 9:00am until mid-
night, offering extended
hours to improve access
and accommodate citizens'
varying schedules.
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HRH Princess Rahma on Wednesday visits Al Balga Applied University and unveils the foundation
stone for a project to develop the lecture halls and scientific laboratories building at the Princess

Rahma University College

Princess Rahma reviews academic programmes,
infrastructure upgrades at BAU college

AMMAN (JT) — HRH Prin-
cess Rahma on Wednesday
visited Al Balqa Applied
University (BAU) to review
academic programmes at
the Princess Rahma Uni-
versity College.

The princess was re-
ceived by BAU President
Ahmad Ajlouni, along with
other officials, the Jor
dan News Agency, Petra,
reported.

Ajlouni stressed that the
visit reflects continuous
support for higher educa-
tion in Jordan, as well as
the princess' keenness to
follow up on the develop-
ment of university insti-
tutions and upgrade their
programmes to align with
community and labour
market needs.

He noted that Princess
Rahma University College
is one of the university's
specialised faculties, play-
ing a key role in qualifying
cadres in social, educa-
tional, and psychological
sciences.

The BAU president
added that the college has
expanded its offerings to
include bachelor’s, higher
diploma and intermedi-
ate diploma programmes

across various disciplines.

Her Royal Highness
was briefed on the estab-
lishment and evolution
of the college, which was
founded in 1965 as the
Jordan social work insti-
tute through cooperation
between the Ministry of
Social Development and
the United Nations, before
joining BAU in 1997.

Princess Rahma also
inspected a project to de-
velop the lecture halls
and scientific laboratories
building, aimed at pro-
viding a modern learning
environment equipped
with state-of-the-art class-
rooms, labs and support
facilities.

Outlining the project's
implementation  stages,
Ajlouni said that the ex-
pansion spans three phas-
es covering a total built-up
area of nearly 8,000 square
metres, with an overall
cost of approximately
JD5.08 million.

He noted that the first
phase, currently under
way across four storeys
and 4,000 square metres,
includes 15 classrooms,
seven computer labs, a
cafeteria, student facilities

and a multipurpose hall, at
a cost of around JD2.461
million.

Ajlouni added that the
second phase, covering
1,710 square metres across
four storeys, comprises an
administrative ~ building
and an auditorium at an
estimated cost of JD1.026
million.

He noted that the third
phase, spanning 2,655
square metres over four
storeys, is designated for
scientific laboratories at a
cost of JD1.593 million.

The BAU president high-
lighted that across all
three phases, the project
will feature lecture halls,
computer and scientific
labs, administrative of-
fices, an auditorium and a
multipurpose hall, elevat-
ing the quality of educa-
tion and support services
provided to students.

During the visit, Her
Royal Highness unveiled
the foundation stone for
the project, listened to a
detailed briefing on its
components and execu-
tion phases, and reviewed
several academic and com-
munity initiatives led by
the college.

Father, son charged over alleged drowning death of 13-year-old girl

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN — The Crimi-
nal Court prosecutor on
Wednesday charged a
man and his son with
premeditated murder in
connection with the al-

leged drowning of their
13-year-old female family
member in Karak Gover-
norate last week, official
sources said.

Police received a call
from the victim’s family
that she allegedly fell in a

water well next to the tent
they lived in on July 18,
Police Spokesperson Brig.
Gen. Amer Sartawi said.
“Emergency units were
dispatched to the water
well and pulled the girl,
who died shortly after-

wards,” Sartawi told The
Jordan Times.

Police opened an in-
quiry into the incident,
according to the police
official and “concluded
that the child was thrown
intentionally into the wa-

ter well”.

“Investigators con-
cluded that the father of
the victim and one of her
brothers were the main
perpetrators and sum-
moned them for question-
ing,” Sartawi maintained.

The two allegedly con-
fessed to “plotting to
throw the child in the
well and to report it as an
accident”, he added.

The police official did
not provide a motive be-
hind the alleged murder,

adding that investiga-
tions are ongoing.

The Criminal Court
prosecutor will sum-
mon the victim's family
member for questioning,
a senior judicial source
said.

The suspects were or-
dered detained by the
Criminal Court prosecu-
tor for 15 days pending
further investigation, ac-
cording to a statement
by the Public Security
Directorate.
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A house is consumed by fire in Cotignac, southeastern France, on July 22,2026

Wildfire in southern France
contained — firefighters

PONTEVES, France (AFP)
— A blaze that raced
through wooded hills in
southern France, forc-
ing hundreds from their
homes and devouring
an area twice the size of
London's Heathrow air-
port, has been brought
under control, firefight-
ers said Wednesday.

“For the moment it's
been contained in its pe-
rimeter, meaning it's not
spreading much,” region-
al fire chief Eric Grohin
told reporters of the fire
that erupted the previ-
ous day in the Var region.

“Nevertheless, we still
have many hot spots,
flames in numerous
places, so we are being
very vigilant this morn-
ing,” he said.

The fire erupted Tues-
day in the Var region
and spread at an unex-
pectedly fast pace, forc-
ing some 400 people to
evacuate and devouring
2,550 hectares, an area
roughly twice the size
of London's Heathrow
airport.

Nearly 1,000 firefight-
ers and specialised wa-
ter aircraft battled to

contain the blaze in the
region that lies along
France's Mediterranean
coast between the cities
of Marseille and Nice.

Very dry conditions
in the area have caused
an extreme forest-fire
risk, according to the
French weather service
Meteo-France.

Fuelled by repeated
heatwaves and drought,
the 2026 wildfire season
began earlier than usual,
and firefighters have
been battling near-daily
outbreaks across France
in recent weeks.

Hegseth estimates cost
of Iran war at $37.5 billion

WASHINGTON, United
States (AFP) — Defence
Secretary Pete Hegseth
said on Tuesday the Iran
war has cost the United
States $37.5 billion so far,
up from a previous esti-
mate of nearly $29 billion
in mid-May.

“The estimate we have
as of today is $37.5 bil-
lion,” Hegseth testified
during a Senate Ap-
propriations Commit-
tee hearing at which he
defended a request for
some $67 billion in sup-
plemental funding for the
Pentagon.

Hegseth and General
Dan Caine, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
told Congress the fund-
ing request is “urgent”
and “necessary” to pay
the Pentagon's costs for
the Iran war through the
end of September.

But Democratic Sena-
tor Jeanne Shaheen chal-
lenged that assessment,
saying Hegseth still has
$75 billion available in
unspent funding.

“Why are you asking
the American people to
absorb the cost of a war
they don't support in-
stead of asking for trans-
fer authority for unspent
reconciliation funding?”

Hegseth said the un-
spent money was “other-
wise allocated” for Presi-
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This screen grab made on Wednesday from handout video footage released by the US Central Command (CENTCOM) on Tuesday, shows
US forces launching what the military says are precision strikes targeting Iranian military capabilities for the eleventh consecutive

night

dent Donald Trump’s
other priorities, like
the “Golden Dome for

America and hyperson-
ics and other munitions
investments”.

The requested funds do
not include what it will

cost to rebuild US mili-
tary bases in the Middle
East.

Lawmakers voiced
frustration as  they
pressed for details of the
Trump administration’s
strategy to win the war in

the Middle East.
Demands for transpar-
ency crossed partisan
lines, with Republican
Senator John Kennedy
saying, “we need some
hard answers and some
straight talk” when he

asked what would hap-
pen if the US just left the
Strait of Hormuz.

Hegseth and Caine did
not offer specifics for
whether Iran would im-
pose fees for ships seek-
ing passage.

Toll from Venezuela double
earthquakes reaches 5,346 killed

CARACAS (AFP) — The
death toll from the dou-
ble earthquakes that
struck Venezuela nearly
a month ago has reached
5,346, according to the
latest official tally on
Tuesday.

The 7.2 and 7.5 magni-
tude quakes on June 24
hit the north of the coun-
try hardest, especially
the coastal state of La
Guaira, outside the capi-
tal Caracas.

National Assembly
President Jorge Rod-
riguez said on Telegram
the death toll was at
least 5,346, an increase
of 68 from the day be-
fore, while the number of
people injured remained
at 16,740.

The government has
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A worker cuts metal amid the rubble of a residential building that collapsed following the June 24
earthquakes, in Caraballeda, Venezuela, on Monday

not given a figure for
those still missing under
mountains of rubble, but

the UN estimates that as
many as 50,000 people
may still be unaccounted

for.
There have been 1,405
aftershocks recorded

in the month since the
earthquakes.

Over 23,000 people
have Dbeen displaced
from the earthquakes,
with camps getting set
up across affected ar-
eas from stadiums to
sidewalks.

Interim President Del-
cy Rodriguez on Monday
announced around 200
families who had lost
their homes would be
housed in an apartment
complex in Caracas, vow-
ing to assist with creat-
ing over 4,000 homes to
help those affected.

More than 850 build-
ings were damaged and
190 collapsed complete-
ly in the earthquakes,

India student protests
keep up pressure on Modi government

NEW DELHI (AFP) —
Crowds of supporters
of India’s online “cock-
roach” movement grew on
Wednesday at a New Delhi
protest site, while their de-
mands for accountability
and reform following ex-
amination scandals echoed
in rallies across the coun-

The protests, led by the
social media-driven Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP)
movement, have emerged
as one of the biggest chal-
lenges to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's govern-
ment since his reelection
in 2024.

The campaign also got a
boost on Wednesday inside
parliament from opposi-
tion lawmakers including
Rahul Gandhi of the Con-
gress Party who demanded
the government apologise
for a police crackdown on
a major rally on Monday.

Protesters  demanding
the resignation of Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan have refused to
leave the Jantar Mantar
site in the heart of the In-
dian capital, with crowds
swelling to several thou-
sand people on Wednes-
day, according to AFP
correspondents.

“The government is ruin-
ing our future,” said Pooja
Kushi, a 19-yearold stu-
dent who came from the
northern state of Haryana
with her brother and two
friends.

The movement has
spread beyond the capital,
with smaller demonstra-
tions springing up across
the country on Wednes-
day including in major
cities like Mumbai and
Bengaluru.

In eastern Patna city,
police used tear gas and
water cannons at a rally
demanding Pradhan’s res-
ignation, according to the
Press Trust of India news
agency.

The protesters, most of
them young students, got
a major boost on Tuesday
after opposition parties
threw their weight behind
the movement, staging a
sit-in outside the prime
minister’s residence.

Gandhi, 56, who was
briefly detained on Tues-
day, appeared in par
liament on Wednesday
dressed in black, demand-
ing accountability from
the government.

He later told reporters
students had his full sup-
port, “and we are going to

ensure that you are pro-
tected and your future is
protected”.

The CJP movement,
which has millions of fol-
lowers on social media,
emerged in May initially
as a satirical response to
Chief Justice Surya Kant
reportedly likening young
people to “cockroaches”
and “parasites” during a
court hearing.

The movement has
broadened its agenda to
include concerns over un-
employment, opportuni-
ties for young people and
what it describes as Modi's
increasingly authoritarian
style of governance.

On Monday, police
fired tear gas and baton-
charged tens of thousands
of demonstrators as they
tried to march to parlia-
ment on the opening day
of the monsoon session, in
the capital’'s largest street
rally in five years.

As tensions escalated,
protesters responded by

hurling stones.
Rights groups have
accused police of wus-

ing excessive force, with
Amnesty International
questioning the “legality,
necessity, and proportion-
ality” of their actions.

At the Jantar Mantar
site, where a group of ac-
tivists has been camping
for nearly a month, one
protester on Wednesday
said it was the first time
the country’s youth had an
opportunity to raise their
voice.

“I am scared because
on Monday I saw the po-
lice beating people and
using force, but we have
no choice but to keep our
movement going,” Kavya,
a 20-year-old student who
gave only his first name,
told AFP.

“If we stop, it will be
hard to get the movement
going again,” he said, add-
ing it was difficult to imag-
ine a future in India.

“As soon as you raise
your voice, you're silenced,”
he said. “Who wants to
stay in this country when
you see what's happening
here?”

“The whole system has
to change” and political
leaders must be “held ac-
countable for their ac-
tions”, Kavya added.

Minister promises
‘solutions’

The protests follow sever-
al exam irregularities, in-

according to official
figures.
cluding the leak of India’s

medical entrance exami-
nation paper that forced
more than 2 million can-
didates to retake the test.

Another dispute involv-
ing the online marking
of examinations taken
by nearly 2 million high
school students has also
fuelled public anger.

Pradhan, the education
minister facing growing
pressure particularly over
the medical school exami-
nation, said the govern-
ment remained committed
to reform and discussing
the issue in parliament.

“We owe them [students]
answers, reforms and ac-
countability,” he said in
a social media post late
Tuesday, in his first public
comments since Monday's
protests.

“They deserve certainty
over chaos, solutions over
slogans and responsibility
over disruption.”

At the Jantar Mantar
protest site, where police
set up yellow barricades,
25-year-old activist Aa-
kash said he will keep
going “until a new govern-
ment is in place”.

“I want to build a new
India... we have the sup-
port of all of India.”

.......
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A group of women take shelter from the sun under umbrellas while waiting to cross a street in

Tokyo on Wednesday

Japan suffers heat ‘disaster
as cities hit by ‘cruelly hot’ days

TOKYO (AFP) — Japa-
nese cities are experienc-
ing “cruelly hot days”, a
new meteorological term
devised this year to warn
people of intense heat
above 40°C, with emer-
gency officials describ-
ing the soaring tempera-
tures on Wednesday as
“a disaster”.

Heatstroke alerts were
issued across almost
the whole country and
emergency officials said
at least 14 people had
died from heat-related
causes in the past week.

Three central cities
logged scorching tem-
peratures on Tuesday
above the new threshold,
called “kokushobi” and
which translates to “cru-
elly hot day”, according
to the Japan Meteoro-
logical Agency (JMA).

Large areas, includ-
ing the central hub of
Nagoya and communi-
ties near Tokyo in the
east, were enduring
temperatures approach-
ing or above 40°C on
Wednesday.

The new term was de-
signed to draw greater
public attention to heat-
related warnings, al-
though it does not trig-
ger any official measures
nationwide.

The JMA has issued
heatstroke alerts in 41

out of Japan's 47 prefec-
tures, urging the public
— especially the coun-
try's many elderly — to
take steps to stay cool.

Almost 11,000 people
sought emergency medi-
cal care in Japan in the
past week, according
to the Fire and Disaster
Management Agency.

Fourteen of those were
pronounced dead upon
arrival, the agency said,
adding that the public
must regard the extreme
heat as a “disaster”.

“Temperatures  have
been rising since mid-
July, and severe heat is
expected to continue
nationwide,” the disas-
ter agency said.

“It is no exaggeration
to call this extreme heat
a ‘disaster’ with many
people being rushed to
hospitals or even dy-
ing as a result of heat-
stroke,” it said.

Minoru Kihara,
the government's top
spokesman, said To-
kyo was attempting
to ease the impact of
the extreme heat with
measures that include
installing air condition-
ers in school gyms and
pressing businesses to
adhere to sound work-
place practices.

Japan experiences
about 1,300 heat-re-

lated deaths annually
and is aiming to halve
that number by 2030, he
said.

“We ask all citizens
to check the status of
heatstroke alerts in
their local areas, use air
conditioners and other
cooling devices appro-
priately to stay in a cool
environment, and fre-
quently drink water and
take some salt,” Kihara
said.

“We urge everyone to
take these life-saving
precautions.”

In the rural Tochigi
region, north of Tokyo,
an 85-year-old man was
found collapsed inside
the greenhouse of his
farm on Tuesday. He was
later confirmed dead, a
local fire spokeswoman
told AFP.

“The greenhouse was
extremely hot inside,”
she said.

Scientists say human-
induced climate change
is increasing the fre-
quency and intensity of
extreme heat events in
Japan and elsewhere.

Japan sweltered
through its hottest sum-
mer on record last year.

Its highest recorded
temperature was regis-
tered on August 5, 2025,
at 41.8°C in Isesaki,
north of Tokyo.
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Lebanese soldiers patrol at the entrance to Zawtar Al Gharbiya on Wedenesday, after the army

deployed to the southern village

Lebanon PM says Beirut working
for ‘complete Israeli withdrawal’

ZAWTAR AL GHARBIYAH,
Lebanon (AFP) — Lebanon
is working towards a “com-
plete Israeli withdrawal”
from areas it occupies,
Prime Minister Nawaf
Salam said on Wednesday
on a visit to a village where
Lebanon's army recently
deployed.

“We will continue mobi-
lising our political and dip-
lomatic efforts to secure a
complete Israeli withdraw-
al from the south,” he said
in Zawtar Al Gharbiya.

Israeli forces were pre-
viously present on the
outskirts of the village fol-
lowing the war with Iran-
backed Hizbollah.

Salam visited the town a
day after Lebanese Presi-
dent Joseph Aoun met with
his US counterpart Donald
Trump at the White House,
where he “stressed the ur-
gent need for a full Israeli
withdrawal from Lebanese

territory”.
Under a US-sponsored
agreement signed last

month, Lebanon’s army is
meant to disarm Hizbol-
lah and the Israeli military
is to withdraw from “pilot
zones” where Lebanese
forces will subsequently
deploy.

Hizbollah has repeatedly
rejected the agreement and
refuses to lay downm its
weapons.

The military said on
Tuesday that Israeli forces

“opened fire” near troops
deploying at Zawtar Al
Gharbiya.

The Israeli military said
it had only fired “warning
shots into the air” after
Lebanese soldiers entered
an area that was “not part
of the pilot area”.

Hizbollah drew Lebanon
into the Middle East war
by attacking Israel in sup-
port of Tehran on March
2, prompting major Israeli
air strikes and a ground
invasion.

After planting a Leba-
nese flag in Zawtar Al
Gharbiya on Wednesday,
Salam said “in parallel
with the army’s deploy-
ment, we will continue
opening roads, removing
rubble and securing essen-
tial services, enabling our
people to return safely and
with dignity to their homes
and villages”.

‘Heads held high’

The war caused wide-
spread destruction, mainly
in the south, though vio-
lence has declined since
the signing of a framework
agreement between the
United States and Iran last
month and the Lebanon-
Israel deal.

According to the United
Nations, more than 700,000
people have returned to
their homes over the past
few weeks.

In Zawtar Al Gharbiya,
dozens of residents waited
at the village's entrance for
permission to go check on
their homes.

“We will enter the town
with our heads held high,
thanks to the presence of
the Lebanese army,” Abbas
Yaghi, 73, told AFP.

The military had told
residents on Tuesday to
avoid entering the village
“until the security situation
stabilises”.

The army is conducting
a sweep of the town, which
is geographically contigu-
ous with its Israeli-occu-
pied neighbour, Zawtar Al
Shariqya.

Israeli troops still launch
intermittent strikes in sur-
rounding towns, the latest
on Nabatieh Al Fawqa.

“We will follow the army
if it gives us permission to
enter,” Mostapha Ammar, a
60-year-old resident of Za-
wtar Al Shargiya said, hop-
ing that Israel would with-
draw from other areas.

Wafaa Ismail, 64, also
from Zawtar Al Sharqiya,
was not granted permis-
sion to enter the neigh-
bouring village as Salam
visited. She expressed
frustration at seeing the
prime minister enter on
his own, escorted by the
army, saying: “He should
have brought the people in
with him so he could claim
victory.”

India tunnel collapse death toll rises to 20

NEW DELHI (AFP) —
The death toll from a
tunnel collapse at an
under-construction hy-
droelectric project in
India’s remote north-
east has risen to at
least 20, officials said
on Wednesday.

The incident occurred
on Monday in Namchi
district in the Hima-
layan state of Sikkim,
where workers were
constructing a tunnel
for a state-run hydro-
power project on the
Teesta river.

“Out of the 25 who
were trapped, 13 bodies
have been recovered so
far,” Rajiv Roka, direc-

tor of the Sikkim State
Disaster Management
Authority, told AFP.

“The rescuers have
also seen seven to eight
more bodies inside
but they have not been
able to retrieve them
so far.”

Water-logging and
methane gas leaking
from underground rock
formations at the site
were hampering rescue
efforts, officials said.

“There was a collec-
tion of water... it was
around two-and-a-half
feet [0.76 metres] so
it's been difficult to re-
trieve the bodies,” Roka
said.

“Looking at the condi-
tion, I don't think there
could be any survivors.”

The region has seen
torrential monsoon
rains in recent days.

The collapse was trig-
gered by an “explosive
release of suspected
methane gas trapped/
embedded in the rocks,
resulting in the gen-
eration of dense smoke
and toxic gases”, the
National Hydroelectric
Power Corporation said
in a statement.

“A detailed investiga-
tion will be conducted
to ascertain the cause
of the incident,” the
company added.

Jordan, Syria agree to renew, expand
cultural cooperation agreements

AMMAN (JT) — Minis-
ter of Culture Mustafa
Rawashdeh and his Syr-
ian counterpart Moham-
mad Saleh on Wednesday
agreed to renew and ex-
pand cultural agreements
between the two coun-
tries to keep pace with
modern developments
and encompass new ar-
eas of cooperation.

The Syrian minister
and his accompanying
delegation are attending
the opening ceremony of
the 40th edition of the
Jerash Festival for Cul-
ture and Arts as guests
of honour, according to Al
Mamlaka TV.

Rawashdeh expressed
his pleasure and pride in
hosting the Syrian minis-
ter and his accompanying
delegation at the festi-
val's opening, describing
the event as a global cul-
tural gathering bringing
together diverse interna-
tional cultures, reflecting
Jordan's resilience and
stability.

He added that there
will be various forms of
cultural cooperation be-
tween Jordan and Syria
moving forward.

For his part, the Syrian
minister underscored the
significance of his visit
to Jordan, saying: “There
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Minister of Culture Mustafa Rawashdeh and his Syrian counterpart Mohammad Saleh on Wednesday agree to renew and expand
cultural agreements between the two countries

is cultural networking
between Syria and Jor-
dan, and the two coun-
tries share many cultural
files.”

Saleh pointed out that
discussions covered
participation and coop-
eration across numerous
cultural domains, includ-

ing the Amman Interna-
tional Book Fair and oth-
er joint initiatives.

Saleh lauded the role
and significance of the
Jerash Festival for Cul-
ture and Arts, high-
lighting the pivotal role
of culture in building
awareness and support-

ing political, economic,
and social domains.

He expressed apprecia-
tion for His Majesty King
Abdullah’s role in sup-
porting the rights and
aspirations of the Syrian
people during the Syrian
crisis, as well as Jordan's
solidarity with Syria and

its hosting of Syrians
during that period.

The minister point-
ed out that the Syrian
government is seeking
to advance its cultural
projects, particularly as
the Syrian people are ea-
ger for the revival of cul-
tural life.

Jordan welcomes UNESCO decision to keep

Jerusalem’s Old City on World Heritage in Danger list

AMMAN (JT) — Jordan
on Wednesday welcomed
the unanimous adoption
of a UNESCO World Her-
itage Committee resolu-
tion to maintain the Old
City of Jerusalem and
its Walls on the List of
World Heritage in Dan-
ger, citing continued
threats to the city's cul-
tural heritage and his-
toric character.

The decision was
adopted during the com-
mittee’s 48th session in
Busan, Republic of Ko-
rea, following concerns
over measures that Jor-
dan says threaten the
cultural heritage of the
0Old City and seek to al-
ter its historic and legal
status quo.

Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Fouad
Majali said in a state-
ment that the resolution
reaffirmed the illegal-
ity and invalidity of Is-
raeli violations against
Islamic and Christian
holy sites, as well as the
rights of worshippers to
freedom of worship and
unrestricted access to
holy places, according to
a ministry statement.

Majali said that the
decision addressed Is-
raeli interference in the
mandate of the Jerusa-
lem Awqaf and Al Agsa
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The Dome of the Rock at the Al Aqsa Mosque Compound in East Jerusalem

Mosque Affairs Depart-
ment, affiliated with the
Jordanian Ministry of
Awgqaf, Islamic Affairs
and Holy Places.

He added that the res-
olution also raised con-
cerns over projects and
excavations that threat-
en the cultural heritage
and identity of the Old

City.

The UNESCO docu-
ment stressed the im-
portance of preserving
the historic and legal
status quo of Jerusa-
lem and its sanctuaries,
while safeguarding the
city’s heritage. It also re-
called previous UNESCO
decisions expressing re-

gret over Israel’s failure,
as the occupying power,
to halt excavations, tun-
nelling and other works
in East Jerusalem.

The resolution reiter-
ated UNESCO'’s rejection
of Israel’s refusal to im-
plement the organisa-
tion’s request to appoint
a permanent representa-

tive in East Jerusalem
to report regularly on
issues within UNESCO'’s
areas of competence.
It also stressed the ur-
gent need to dispatch a
UNESCO reactive moni-
toring mission to the Old
City of Jerusalem and its
Walls.

Majali said that all
Israeli measures aimed
at changing the Arab,
Islamic and Christian
identity of occupied Je-
rusalem or altering its
historic and legal status
quo were “null and void”.

He called on Israel to
halt violations against
Islamic and Christian
holy sites, saying such
actions violate interna-
tional law and under-
mine efforts towards
achieving a two-state
solution and a just, com-
prehensive peace in the
region.

The spokesperson said
the adoption of the reso-
lution followed intensive
Jordanian  diplomatic
efforts, in coordination
with the State of Pales-
tine and Arab and Islam-
ic groups at UNESCO,
reflecting the Kingdom's
continued commitment
to protecting the Old
City of Jerusalem and
its Islamic and Christian
holy sites.

JAF intercepts four Iranian drones,
four missiles launched towards Jordan

Continued from page 1

The source said that
four of the six missiles
were intercepted, while
the remaining two land-
ed in remote, uninhabit-

ed areas without causing
casualties or damage.
Teams from the Royal
Engineering Corps were
deployed to the impact
sites and to locations
where debris from the

interceptions had fallen.
The teams secured the
areas and handled the
remnants in accord-
ance with established
technical and security
procedures.

The source said that
Jordan's airspace re-
mains under continuous
operational surveillance
and that the Armed Forc-
es will respond to any
aerial threat targeting

the Kingdom in accord-
ance with the rules of
engagement, in a manner
that ensures the protec-
tion of the Kingdom's
sovereignty and the safe-
ty of its citizens.

Jordan welcomes decisions by Netherlands, Belgium to ban Israeli settler products

Continued from page 1

There have been grow-
ing calls for the 27-nation
bloc to impose EU-wide
restrictions over Israel's
military action in Gaza
and increased violence in
the occupied territories,
but some EU members are
reluctant.

Israel's occupation of
Palestinian territories is
considered illegal under

international law. And the
Dutch foreign ministry
said, “With the proposed
measures, The Nether
lands is reinforcing its
commitment to fulfilling
its international legal obli-
gation not to contribute to
this unlawful situation.”
The ban will apply to
“the import, purchase and
sale of goods originating
from illegal Israeli settle-
ments located in the Pal-

estinian territories”, the
ministry said.

Belgium's federal gov-
ernment has approved a
ban on importing goods
produced in Israeli settle-
ments in the occupied Pal-
estinian territories.

The decision came at
the government’s final
cabinet meeting before
the summer break, the
Belgian News Agency (Bel-
ga) reported on Saturday.

The move fulfils a com-
mitment made last year
over the scale of Israel’s
bombardment of Gaza
and its death toll.

Israel has occupied the
West Bank since 1967 and
more than 500,000 settlers
now live in the territories
alongside some three mil-
lion Palestinians. Violence
in the West Bank has in-
creased since the eruption
of the Gaza war after the

October 7, 2023 Hamas at-
tacks on Israel.

The Global Echo non-
government group, which
pursues legal cases for
Palestinians against the
occupation, said in a re-
port released in June that
The Netherlands account-
ed for a third of agricul-
tural exports from Israel’s
settlements and nearly
half of the total sent to the
European Union.

Deputising for King, prime
minister opens Jerash Festival

Continued from page 1

For his part, Bani Yasin
emphasised that Jerash
remains a city of history
and civilisation, preserv-
ing timeless memories
among its pillars.

He described the festival
as a national showcase of
Jordanian cultural iden-
tity, stressing that cul-
ture fosters dialogue and
builds awareness.

Investing in culture, he
added, is an investment in
human capital, noting that
local institutions in Jerash
are key partners in the fes-
tival’s success.

The ceremony featured
a special opening show
celebrating the festival's
40th anniversary, charting
the evolution of Jordanian
music from traditional
folklore through inde-

pendent and alternative
genres to contemporary
productions.

The festival's
activities begin
on Thursday and
run through 2
August

Combining live per
formances, an orchestra,
a choir, visual projections,
and modern lighting, the
production presented an
artistic narrative high-
lighting four decades of

creativity.

Divided into five con-
secutive chapters moving
from roots and memory to
regional and global reach,
the performance conclud-
ed with the official 40th-
anniversary song and
thelighting of the festival
torch, an annual tradition
symbolising the enduring
cultural mission of the fes-
tival and its role in consol-
idating Jordan's position
on the Arab cultural map.

A lineup of prominent
Jordanian artists partici-
pated in the performance,
including Omar Al Abdal-
lat, dubbed “the Voice of
Jordan”, alongside Hus-
sein Salman, Aziz Maraka,
Nedaa Shrara and Issam
Najjar.

The festival’s activities
begin on Thursday and
run through 2 August.
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Industrialising tourism:
Building Jordan’s next great
industry around faith

By Fares Braizat

ordan has long regarded tourism as an important eco-
Jnomic sector. It is time to think bigger. Tourism should

no longer be viewed simply as a service industry — as
important as it is — but as a strategic national industry,
one that deserves the same long-term planning, investment
and policy priority afforded to education, health, ICT, min-
ing, pharmaceuticals, renewable energy and advanced tech-
manufacturing.

The economic case is compelling. Tourism directly em-
ploys nearly 60,000 Jordanians while supporting the liveli-
hoods of more than 300,000 others through its supply chain
in transportation, agriculture, food production, handicrafts,
retail, construction, cultur and hospitality. It contributes
more than 13 per cent of Jordan's GDP, generates billions of
dinars in foreign exchange and creates economic opportuni-
ties in virtually every governorate. Tourism also has one of
the highest economic multipliers in the Jordanian economy:
Every dinar spent by a visitor circulates through hotels,
restaurants, transport, farms, cultural industries, retailers
and local communities. Few sectors combine employment,
exports, regional development, investment attraction and
broad-based economic spillovers as effectively.

Yet tourism's greatest contribution, as a labour-intensive
industry, is not measured by visitor arrivals alone. It lies
in its ability to become a long-term engine of employment,
investment, social stability and inclusive economic growth,
particularly in underdeveloped areas.

Like every successful industry, tourism requires a durable
competitive advantage. Jordan already possesses one that
cannot be replicated. It is one of the world’s great sacred
landscapes.

Within its borders lie approximately fifty-two Islamic her-
itage sites of profound significance to Muslims and nearly
ninety Christian heritage sites associated with the prophets,
the ministry of Jesus, John the Baptist, the early church, and
the dawn of Christianity. Few countries possess such a re-
markable concentration of sacred history shared by two of
the world's largest religions.

Together, Christianity and Islam are followed by approxi-
mately 4.6 billion people, well over half of humanity. This is
not merely a tourism market; it is a global community con-
nected to Jordan through faith, history and spiritual iden-
tity.

Jordan’s long-term tourism strategy should therefore
move beyond promoting individual attractions and embrace
a larger national vision: Positioning Jordan as a Holy Land
for Muslims and Christians, a living geography of faith
whose significance spans both religions.

Successful tourism industries sell narratives before they
sell destinations. Switzerland evokes the Alps. Japan and
France sell culture. Egypt embodies ancient civilisation. The
United States offers extraordinary natural and cultural di-
versity. Jordan has the rare privilege of bringing all of these
dimensions together: Ancient civilisations, magnificent
landscapes, biblical history, Islamic heritage, living tradi-
tions, and monuments that continue to shape the cultural
and spiritual imaginations of billions of people.

The narrative should begin where every generation be-
gins: With the family. If every Muslim and Christian mother
knows that Jordan forms part of her faith’s sacred geogra-
phy, that knowledge will naturally be passed to her children.
Such intergenerational awareness creates something that no
marketing campaign can purchase: A lifelong aspiration to
visit the land that helped shape one’s spiritual heritage. Over
time, pilgrimage becomes more than a journey; it becomes a
family tradition transmitted across generations.

Faith tourism also offers an important economic advantage.
Pilgrims are generally more resilient than leisure travellers
during periods of regional uncertainty. While conventional
tourism often contracts sharply in response to geopolitical
tensions, pilgrimage is driven by enduring spiritual motiva-
tions and long-term religious aspirations. This makes faith
tourism one of the most stable segments of the global travel
industry. It can also reduce the damaging effects of season-
ality by creating steadier visitor flows throughout the year.

Industrialising tourism therefore means far more than ex-
panding airports or building hotels. It means investing in
heritage conservation, pilgrimage infrastructure, interpre-
tation centres, museums, digital storytelling, international
partnerships, education and global faith-based engagement.
More importantly, it means launching a Jordan Faith Econ-
omy 2050 strategy. Which should be an integrated economic
cluster built around pilgrimage, archaeology, hospitality,
faith-related conferences, cultural industries, wellness, lo-
cal crafts, research, heritage conservation and innovation.

Countries become prosperous by industrialising sec-
tors where they possess enduring comparative advantages.
Jordan’s sacred geography is one such advantage. The op-
portunity before us is much larger than increasing visitor
numbers. It is to build a resilient national industry capable
of generating investment, creating year-round employment,
strengthening local communities, and ensuring that future
generations of Muslims and Christians grow up knowing
that part of their spiritual inheritance lies in Jordan. Hence,
Jordan’s greatest untapped natural resource is not buried
beneath its soil. It is written across its sacred landscape.

This war is not ours again: Who is opening
the doors to entangling the Arabs?

By Hasan Dajah

n March 10, I wrote an ar-
Oticle in The Jordan Times

titled: “This War Is Not
Ours: Why Is the Region Paying
the Price for American and Is-
raeli Ambitions?” In it, I warned
against turning Arab lands into
arenas for settling scores between
the United States and Israel on
one side, and Iran on the other,
and against the peoples of the re-
gion bearing the cost of a war they
did not participate in igniting and
over which they have no control.
Today, months after those warn-
ings, developments on the ground
confirm that the danger has not
diminished; rather, it has become
more apparent and imminent.

The American-Iranian confron-
tation is entering a highly danger-
ous phase, not only because of the
expanding scope of military oper-
ations, but also because the centre
of gravity of the war is gradually
shifting toward Arab lands. Every
time American forces and inter-
ests are attacked by Iran, political
and military pressure mounts on
Arab states with defence ties to
Washington, turning their territo-
ries, airspace, bases and national
ports into part of the theater of
operations, even if their govern-
ments haven't officially decided to
participate in the war.

The problem is not the right of
Arab states to defend their terri-
tories, airspace and populations;
this is an indisputable and legiti-
mate sovereign right. The danger
lies in gradually pushing them
from a position of self-defence
to one of direct involvement in a
confrontation they did not initiate
and over which they have no con-
trol regarding its objectives, pace
or end date.

Recent  developments  have
shown that Iran uses attacks on
regional states as a means of pres-
suring Washington, while avoid-
ing a direct confrontation with
American naval vessels or reopen-
ing a broad military front with
Israel. This equation places an
increasing burden on Arab states
to bear the cost of the war, trans-

forming their security, economies,
and infrastructure into tools of
reciprocal pressure between Te-
hran and Washington.

However, American policy could
lead to an even more dangerous
outcome: Transforming the con-
frontation from an American-
Iranian war into an Arab-Iranian
war. Western countries, regardless
of their political stance, would
then become involved.

The cost of Arab
involvement will be
enormous; a large-scale
war means threats

to energy and water
facilities, ports and
airports...

As the escalation contin-
ues, events could begin with the
interception of a missile in de-
fense of national airspace, then
progress to targeting a launch
site, before escalating into a se-
ries of strikes and counterstrikes
leading to a full-blown conflict
that would be difficult to contain.

This possibility is no longer
a theoretical assumption; Arab
countries have already been sub-

jected to attacks targeting bases,
facilities and infrastructure, and
several Arab regions have be-
come forward operating bases as
a result of the American military
presence. This equation grants
Washington significant operation-
al and strategic depth, but leaves
Arab societies vulnerable to mis-
siles, drones, and security and
economic instability.

Conversely, Israel today appears
to be further removed from direct
confrontation than in the initial
stages, despite its officials’ daily
pronouncements about readiness
and a desire to engage alongside
the United States. With no prac-
tical implementation of these
statements, they seem more like
deterrent messages intended for
media consumption, while the
Arab states bear the actual conse-
quences of the war. Herein lies the
most serious question: Has Presi-
dent Donald Trump succeeded in
gradually extricating Israel from
direct confrontation, then begun
to shift the burden onto Arab
states, paving the way for reduced
American involvement and stand-
ing by Israel to observe the region
being torn apart, drained and
bearing the full cost of the war?

There may not be a declared
American plan in this regard, but
the facts on the ground necessi-
tate caution. Washington seeks
to protect its forces, minimise
its losses and expand its deter-
rent against Iran, and may find
in involving its Arab allies a way
to achieve these objectives with-
out bearing the cost alone. At the
same time, Israel can observe the
attrition of its adversaries and its
regional environment from a less
exposed position, while the Arab
states shoulder the human, eco-
nomic and strategic losses.

The cost of Arab involvement
will be enormous; a large-scale
war means threats to energy and
water facilities, ports and air-
ports; increased insurance and
maritime transport costs; a de-
cline in investment and tourism;
disruption of supply chains; and
increased pressure on public
budgets and citizens’ living stand-

Jordan must preserve its
memory before others rewrite it

By Malik Abo Rashid

hen His Royal Highness
Prince Hassan visited
the National Library De-

partment last week, he delivered
a message that was anything but
ceremonial.

Prince Hassan reminded staff
that a national library is not
merely a repository of books but
the nation’s memory. In the age of
artificial intelligence, he warned,
preserving Arab heritage means
ensuring it is represented in the
digital databases on which to-
morrow's knowledge systems will
rely. Otherwise, the region risks
allowing outside platforms and
algorithms to shape its history in-
stead.

He also introduced a concept
that deserves far wider discus-
sion: Memoricide, the deliber-
ate erasure of historical memory
through renamed places, confis-
cated archives or the replacement
of one narrative with another. He
concluded by calling for a compre-
hensive framework to preserve,
digitise and make Arab archives
accessible to future generations.

That appeal should be under-
stood not as a ceremonial obser-
vation but as the beginning of a
serious policy conversation.

A nation’s documentary record
is what allows it to tell its own sto-
ry, particularly in a region where
borders, governments and politi-
cal narratives have often changed
faster than the paperwork record-
ing them. Archives are not simply
collections of old documents; they
are evidence of continuity, sover-
eignty and identity.

Jordan does not need to build
this capacity from scratch. The
National Documents Law of 2017
already requires public institu-
tions to deposit their records and
obliges private holders of nation-
ally significant documents to pre-
serve them. Jordan's Access to In-
formation Law, enacted in 2007,
was the first of its kind in the Arab
world and remains one of the re-
gion’s most ambitious transpar-
ency initiatives.

The National Library has also
created Watheq, an online plat-
form through which citizens can

upload photographs, documents,
recordings and other historical
material for permanent preserva-
tion. Prince Hassan is not asking
Jordan to invent new institutions;
he is asking it to make the ones al-
ready built work at the scale the
country'’s history deserves.

The challenge is not institu-
tional neglect. During the visit,
Director General Firas Darabah
described a library that continues
to expand its digital preservation
work despite limited resourc-
es. Yet a 2019 study of Jordan's
records management found that
ministries still operate discon-
nected archival systems, despite
legal requirements to coordinate
them, because the National Li-
brary has never been given the
authority or resources to fully en-
force those standards. The gap is
one of capacity, not commitment.

Some of Jordan's history does
not physically reside in Jordan at
all. The Mesha Stele — the ninth-
century B.C. inscription docu-
menting the Kingdom of Moab,
discovered near Dhiban in 1868
— has been housed in the Lou-
vre for more than a century. Na-
bataean inscriptions, Roman-era
collections and centuries of Otto-
man provincial records relating to
today’s Jordan remain dispersed
across Istanbul, Paris, London
and elsewhere.

That is a gap in custody, not in
history.

It also illustrates precisely what
Prince Hassan meant by memo-
ricide: The historical record sur-
vives, but too often beyond the
reach of the society whose past it
documents.

The immediate priority begins
at home. Providing the National
Library with modern digitisation
equipment, integrated catalogu-
ing systems and adequate staffing
is a governmental responsibility.

Promoting Watheq is a broader
national one. Most Jordanians
have likely never heard of the
platform. International experi-
ence demonstrates what is pos-
sible when public participation is
actively encouraged. The US Na-
tional Archives’ Citizen Archivist
programme enlisted volunteers to
digitise hundreds of thousands of

pages, while Wales paired its Peo-
ple’s Collection with universities
that trained students to help pre-
serve community archives.

The immediate
priority begins at
home. Providing the
National Library with
modern digitisation
equipment, integrated
cataloguing systems,
and adequate staffing
is a governmental
responsibility

Jordan already possesses both
ingredients: Universities capable
of training volunteers and a dig-
ital platform ready to receive ma-
terial. What remains is to connect
them through formal, credit-bear-
ing partnerships that can rescue
family papers, photographs, oral
histories and private collections
before they disappear with the
generation that still holds them.

Completeness also requires par-
ticipation from the Royal Court,
the Armed Forces and the secu-
rity services. That does not mean
opening classified files. Every ma-
ture archival system protects in-
formation with current security

ards. Furthermore, expanding the
confrontation to the vicinity of
the Straits of Hormuz and Bab
el-Mandeb will expose Arab and
global trade to an unprecedented
crisis. Therefore, the Arab posi-
tion must be clear and unified:
Protecting sovereignty, land and
people is an indisputable duty,
but participating in offensive op-
erations or allowing the region to
become a platform for open war-
fare is something entirely differ-
ent. A distinction must be made
between legitimate defensive co-
operation and involvement in es-
calating the confrontation, while
emphasising to both Washington
and Tehran that Arab states are
not Dbattlegrounds, bargaining
chips or mailboxes for exchanging
military messages.

What we said in March, we re-
iterate today with even greater
conviction: This war is not our
war and it should not become so
under any political or security
pressure. The Arab interest does
not lie in siding with one party
over another, or in joining alli-
ances that drain the region’s re-
sources, but rather in preventing
the conflict from spilling over into
its territories, and in protecting
its sovereignty, its people, its vi-
tal infrastructure and the future
of its generations. Defending one’s
homeland is a duty, but it is fun-
damentally different from engag-
ing in a war that serves the inter-
ests of external powers.

Major Powers may withdraw
once they achieve their objectives,
or when the cost of confronta-
tion rises and their calculations
change, leaving behind exhausted
states, damaged economies and
societies facing instability. As for
the Arab states, they alone will en-
dure the most of the devastation,
division, and attrition. Therefore,
wisdom dictates adhering to posi-
tive neutrality, activating diplo-
macy, and rejecting the use of
Arab land as an arena for conflict
or a platform for exchanging mili-
tary blows and messages.

Hasan Dajah is professor of strategic
studies at Al Hussein Bin Talal University

value while transferring histori-
cal records into the public domain
on a predictable timetable rather
than leaving them closed indefi-
nitely.

Italy offers one useful model.
By law, government records are
transferred to the Central Ar-
chives after forty years according
to a fixed schedule. A similar ap-
proach would allow every Jorda-
nian institution to contribute its
chapter to the national story when
the appropriate time arrives while
ensuring that none of it is perma-
nently lost.

Jordan should also look be-
yond its borders. Tiirkiye's State
Archives preserve extensive Otto-
man records relating to the terri-
tories that now comprise Jordan.
British repositories, including
The National Archives at Kew and
the Middle East Centre Archive
at Oxford, contain thousands of
files documenting the Emirate
and Mandate periods. Building
formal digitisation partnerships
with these institutions would al-
low Jordan to bring copies of its
documentary heritage home with-
out moving a single original docu-
ment.

Prince Hassan's own record of
institution-building — from the
Royal Scientific Society to the
Arab Thought Forum and decades
of scholarship devoted to Jordan'’s
history — demonstrates that the
country's intellectual and civil-
society foundations already exist.
The institutional capacity is there.
The legal framework is there. The
expertise is there.

What is missing is sustained in-
vestment.

Jordan already recognises
roads, water and borders as criti-
cal national infrastructure. Its
documentary memory deserves to
be treated no differently. Archives
rarely compete with more imme-
diate priorities, which is precisely
why Prince Hassan chose to make
the case himself. A nation that
does not preserve its documenta-
ry memory eventually finds others
writing its history for it.

Malik Abo Rashid is an adviser specialising
in US-Middle East policy, business and
security issues
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JCC, Georgian chamber sign agreement to establish
joint Jordanian-Georgian Business Council

AMMAN (JT) — Chair-
man of the Jordan
Chamber of Commerce
(JCC) Khalil Haj Tawfiq
met on Wednesday with
Georgian Ambassador to
Jordan Archil Dzuliash-
vili to discuss expanding
bilateral economic and
commercial cooperation
between the business
communities of both
countries.

According to a JCC
statement, the meeting
addressed strategies to
increase bilateral trade
volume, foster "direct"
linkages between pri-
vate sector organisations
and establish "regular”
information exchanges
regarding "available" in-
vestment opportunities.

Discussions  covered
joint potential across key
sectors, including tour-
ism, services, informa-
tion technology, higher
education and agricul-
ture, according to a JCC
statement.

Haj Tawfiq highlighted
the prospects for eco-
nomic collaboration,
emphasising the need
for "intensified" delega-
tion visits and joint trade
exhibitions.

He proposed sign-
ing a formal coopera-
tion agreement with the
Georgian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
and establishing a joint
Jordanian-Georgian
Business Council to pro-

Petra photo

Chairman of the Jordan Chamber of Commerce Khalil Haj Tawfiq meets Wednesday with Georgian Ambassador to Jordan Archil
Dzuliashvili to discuss expanding bilateral economic and commercial cooperation

tional framework for pri-
vate sector engagement.

Haj Tawfiq positioned
the Kingdom as a re-
gional trade gateway for
Georgian enterprises,
strategic location and
network of free trade
agreements,

He affirmed the JCC's
readiness to host pro-
spective Georgian inves-
tors and provide detailed
insights into investment
landscapes across the
country.

vili expressed Thilisi's
keen interest in devel-
oping ties with Jordan,
pointing to significant
potential for growth
in trade and mutual
investment.

He underscored the
strategic importance of
establishing a direct,
scheduled airline route
between both countries
to facilitate tourism
and commercial move-
ment, noting that current
flights operated by pri-

remain insufficient to
meet growing demand.
The ambassador noted
that Georgia hosts a sub-
stantial number of Jor-
danian medical students

alongside thousands
of annual Jordanian
tourists.

He confirmed that the
embassy will collaborate
with the JCC to facilitate
business match-making
and provide market in-
telligence to both com-
mercial sectors.

ed an invitation to Haj
Tawfiq to lead a Jorda-
nian trade delegation to
Georgia.

Both sides agreed to
convene a "virtual" joint
meeting next month
involving the JCC, the
Georgian Chamber of
Commerce and Indus-
try, the Jordanian Em-
bassy in Baku, and the
Georgian Embassy in
Amman to finalise a
strategic economic road-
map, according to a JCC

EBRD appoints Hashem Abdel Hakim
director for eastern Mediterranean region

AMMAN (JT) — The
European Bank for Re-
construction and Devel-
opment (EBRD) has ap-
pointed Hashem Abdel
Hakim as the Regional
director for its eastern

Mediterranean region,
heading the Bank's
operations in Jordan,

Iraq, Lebanon and the
West Bank and Gaza.

Hakim will take up
his new role on 1 Sep-
tember 2026 and will
be based in Amman, re-
porting to Mark Davis,
managing director for
the southern and east-
ern Mediterranean (SE-
MED) region, according
to EBRD statement.

An Egyptian national,
Hakim joined the EBRD
in 2022 and is currently
deputy head of Egypt
and head of Financial
Institutions for the
country.

He brings more than
25 years of internation-
al experience in devel-
opment finance, finan-
cial institutions, capital
markets and economic
policy.

As Deputy Head of
Egypt and Head of Fi-

nancial Institutions
Hakim has led the
Bank's Financial In-

stitutions business in
Egypt, helping to ad-
vance private-sector
development, expand
financial inclusion and
support the EBRD's
strategic priorities in
the country.

Hashem Abdel Hakim

delighted to take on
this role and contrib-
ute to the EBRD's mis-
sion in the eastern
Mediterranean."

He added "I look for-
ward to working closely
with our clients, part-
ners and stakeholders
to support sustainable
growth, strengthen eco-
nomic resilience and
expand opportunities
for private-sector de-
velopment across the
region."

Before joining the
EBRD, he held senior
positions at the Inter-
national Finance Cor-
poration, a member of
the World Bank Group.

Earlier in his career,
he worked in sovereign
and financial institu-
tions risk analysis at
Fitch Ratings and in in-

vising on debt capital
markets and corporate
finance transactions.

Hakim brings to the
role deep sector ex-
pertise, strong leader-
ship credentials and a
proven ability to deliver
impact across diverse
markets and operating
environments.

He succeeds Gretchen
Biery, who has led the
EBRD's operations in
the eastern Mediterra-
nean since September
2023.

The EBRD launched
its operations in the
SEMED region in 2012
and supports the de-
velopment of resilient,
inclusive and sustain-
able economies through
investment, policy
engagement and sup-
port for private-sector

vide a structured institu- Ambassador Dzuliash-  vate Jordanian carriers Dzuliashvili  extend- statement. Hakim said "I am vestment banking, ad- growth.
° ° °
Jordan-US Trade deal to boost investment, business partnerships
AMMAN (JT)—Thenewly  opportunities and ex- presence in the United goods to 10 per cent and ,&?REJID@/V / | more than two decades
signed Reciprocal Trade pand operations in both  States. grant the apparel and & % o of promotional partici-

Agreement between Jor-
dan and the United States
marks a "significant" step
in strengthening bilat-
eral economic ties beyond
tariff adjustments, cre-
ating new opportunities
for trade, investment and
long-term business part-
nerships, the Chairman
of American Chamber
of Commerce in Jordan
(AmCham-Jordan) Samer
Judeh, said on Wednes-
day.

Judeh stated that the
agreement builds on the
two countries' "long-
standing" economic part-
nership by expanding
frameworks for trade and
investment, creating new
opportunities for Jorda-
nian and US companies,
and strengthening coop-
eration in services, dig-
ital trade, innovation and
supply chains, the Jor-
dan News Agency, Petra,
reported.

He said the agreement
"goes beyond" improving
market access by giving
the business community
greater confidence to es-
tablish long-term com-
mercial partnerships,
explore new investment

markets.

On its future vision, Ju-
deh said AmCham looks
forward to working with
public and private sec-
tor partners to translate
the agreement into "tan-
gible" opportunities for
economic growth, invest-
ment, job creation and
higher bilateral trade.

He noted the agreement
builds on the Jordan-US
Free Trade Agreement,
which entered into force
in 2001 after Jordan be-
came the first Arab coun-
try to sign such a pact
with the United States,
providing Jordanian ex-
ports with tariff and tax

privileges.
Judeh said the new
agreement is designed

to benefit both countries
by facilitating Jordanian
exports and entry of US
products, technology and
expertise into Jordan.
The pact, he stated, also
spurs American compa-
nies to invest locally and
partner with Jordanian
businesses to expand
into regional markets, as
well as supporting Jorda-
nian companies seeking
to establish a commercial

Jordan's exports to
the US around reached
$3 billion in 2025, while
imports totalled about
$2 billion, reflecting the
"depth" of bilateral eco-
nomic interests and the
importance of maintain-
ing a clear and predict-
able framework for busi-
nesses and investors, he
said.

Judeh called for ex-
panding the number of
sectors and companies
benefitting from the
agreement, adding that
"its success should be
measured not by tariff
rates alone but by the vol-
ume of new trade it gen-
erates across all sectors".

As for its scope, the
agreement is projected
to streamline movement
of goods between the
two countries, support-
ing increased Jordanian
exports to the US mar-
ket, including apparel
and garments, while eas-
ing access for American
products, including agri-
cultural goods and vehi-
cles, to Jordan.

The US based on the
agreement will cut recip-
rocal tariffs on Jordanian

garments sector more
preferential access to the
US market, supporting
Jordanian exports.

Noting that the ex-
ports totalled JD595 mil-
lion during the first four
months of 2026, led by ap-
parel, jewellery, electrical
machinery and pharma-
ceutical products. Jordan
will continue providing
tariff exemptions for US
exports under the 2001
Free Trade Agreement.

The agreement also
features measures to fa-
cilitate bilateral trade by
enforcing environmental
laws, protecting labour
rights, launching strong-
er intellectual property
safeguards, fair trade
practices, improving cus-
toms procedures, remov-
ing trade barriers and
enhancing market access
for US goods, including
agricultural products and
vehicles.

Jordanian Exporters
Association

Jordan Exportes Asso-
ciation (JEA) President
Ahmad Khudari stated
that US customs duties

=]
-
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The newly signed Reciprocal Trade Agreement between Jordan and the United States marks
a 'significant’' step in strengthening bilateral economic ties beyond tariff adjustments, says
Chairman of AmCham-Jordan Samer Judeh

on Jordanian exports
have been reduced from
20 per cent to 10 per
cent, positioning Jor-
dan among nations sub-
ject to the lowest tariff
tiers and granting local
manufacturers a dis-
tinct competitive edge

globally.

The tariff reductions
will  directly benefit
several key industries,

including the food,
medical supplies, and
pharmaceutical sec-

tors, while granting the
garment and textile in-

dustry an immediate
advantage over regional
competitors.

The JEA is consider-
ing organising a dedi-
cated national trade
delegation to an upcom-
ing US medical supplies
exhibition, building on

pation in major trade
expos in New York, San
Diego and Las Vegas.
Beyond manufactur-
ing growth, the accord
is anticipated to im-
prove Jordan's trade
balance, boost foreign
currency inflows and
create new employment
opportunities.
However, Khudari not-
ed that fully realising
these advantages will
require addressing on-
going maritime shipping
disruptions, specifically
scheduled vessel cancel-
lations affecting inter-
national trade lanes.
The bilateral agree-
ment, finalised on Tues-
day following nearly a
year of consultations,
builds upon the foun-
dational US Jordan Free
Trade Agreement enact-
ed in December 2001.
In addition to expand-
ing market access for

Jordanian goods, the
agreement  facilitates
the entry of US imports
into the Jordanian

market, including agri-
cultural products and
motor vehicles, Petra
reported.

Qil prices surge on Mideast war, stock markets diverge

LONDON (AFP) — World
oil prices soared on
Wednesday, with the
benchmark international
contract Brent North Sea
crude surpassing $95 for
the first time in nearly
six weeks as the United
States and Iran carried
out more strikes.

Crude futures went on
to give up some of the
gains but still banked
gains of about 3.5 per
cent.

Fresh US strikes trig-
gered air defences in
Tehran after President
Donald Trump warned he
was "not finished" with
a war with Iran that has
already cost his nation
$37.5 billion.

After the foes' fighting
over the strategic Strait
of Hormuz led to the col-
lapse of a preliminary

AFP photo via Getty Images

An employee of the Kuwait Oil Company looks at 25 January
2005 the Gathering Centre No.15 of Al Rawdatain field, 100

kms north of Kuwait City

deal, the Middle East war
has expanded to include
the region's other key
chokepoint for global oil
supplies.

Still, top US diplomat
Marco Rubio reiterated
Washington's statement
that it is willing to use di-
plomacy to find an agree-

ment with Tehran.

Oil futures have risen
strongly in recent weeks,
after having fallen back
to pre-war levels on
hopes that a deal to end
the conflict would hold.

The escalation in vio-
lence has made a return
$100 crude a realistic
prospect should tensions
not ease.

While stock market
traders kept a close watch
on the Mideast war devel-
opments, focus was also
firmly on the technology
sector, as has been the
case for several weeks.

"European stock indi-
ces are brushing off the
rise [oil prices]... after
a stunning rally for US
chip stocks on Tuesday,"
noted Kathleen Brooks,
research director at trad-
ers XTB.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

3,715 transactions.

ing at 3931.12 points.

of another 21 declined.

AMMAN (JT) — Amman Stock Exchange (ASE) trad-
ing value for Wednesday amounted to JD13.8 million
spread over 3.8 million shares that traded through

The ASE share price index shed 0.47 per cent, clos-

Out of 98 companies whose shares were traded, the
share price of 40 companies rose while the share price

Topping the list of the companies whose shares
gained the most were Jordan Poultry Processing and
Marketing by 5.26 per cent, National Steel Industry by
4.85 per cent, Jordanian Management and Consulting
Company by 4.62 per cent, Jordan Phosphate Mines
by 3.83 per cent, and Al Shamekha for Real Estate and
Financial Investments by 3.45 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the most were
Amwaj Properties by 5 per cent, Jordan Masaken for
Land and Industrial Development Projects by 4.29 per
cent, Arab Investors Union Company for Real Estates
Developing by 3.39 per cent, Transport and Investment
Barter Company by 2.99 per cent, and Al Tahdith for
Real Estate Investments Company by 2.67 per cent.
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DAILY SUMMARY

Regular Market

Trading Value (JDs) 13,799,021

Trading volume

3,812,871

No. of Transactions 3,715

No. of Securities 98

OTC Market Bonds

» -

® Losers: 21
Gainers: 40
Unchanged: 37
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SPORTS Jordan drops in FIFA ranks; team

FOOTBALL

Italian FA chief says in touch with Guar-
diola over coaching vacancy

ROME (AFP)

— The head of Italy’s football federation

has confirmed he held discussions with legendary
coach Pep Guardiola over the vacancy at the Italian
national side but added he was “not sure that this
will come about” Giovanni Malago revealed the talks
had taken place in an interview with the website Cro-
nache di Spogliatoio (Dressing Room Chronicles) pub-
lished on Wednesday. Asked whether the budget for
the coach'’s salary could be increased in the case of
Guardiola, he said: “Yes, and that is the exception for
obvious reasons. I won't go into detail here but it's not
sure that this will come about.However, I still believe
it was the right thing to do. It was important to open
a dialogue and keep it alive,” he added. Guardiola has
firsthand knowledge of Italian football having played
for Brescia and AS Roma (2001-03). Already at a low
ebb, Ttalian football was sent into a tailspin in March
after the men's national team failed for a third consec-
utive time to qualify for the World Cup.Italy has won

four World Cups.

CYCLING

Philipsen snaps ‘horrible’ drought with
Tour de France stage 17 victory

VOIRON, France (AFP) — Jasper Philipsen admitted
he had been feeling the pressure before sprinting to
a dominant victory from a reduced bunch at the end
of the Tour de France’s Alpine 17th stage on Wednes-
day, to end a “horrible” run of near misses. Set up by
a strong lead-out from team-mate Mathieu van der
Poel, Philipsen surged several bike lengths clear of
Mauro Schmid and Olav Kooij, who had each already
won a stage at the Tour. This was an 11th Tour stage
victory overall for the 28-year-old Belgian, who won
the sprinters’ green points jersey in 2023. It meant
that he has won at least one stage in each of the last
five editions of the Tour. He had come close on sever-
al other sprint stages this year, finishing five times in
the top five. He said that the first part of the Tour had
been “horrible, I couldn’t find myself, I couldn't find
the form I was hoping for”. And he admitted that he
had been feeling the pressure to deliver. “Of course,
the team is not saying that I have to win but... we did
the preparation, we have a full lead-out squad, we
are here for stage wins not for the GC [general classi-
fication] and there’s always expectations,” Philipsen

said.

Thursday, July 23, 2026

By Aline Bannayan

AMMAN — With the
2026 World Cup be-
hind them, the new FIFA
rankings were issued as
teams arrived home, with
a time for assessment as
international and local
agendas start soon.

In its World Cup de-
but, Jordan played in a
tough Group J losing 3-1
to Austria, 2-1 to Alge-
ria and 3-1 to three-time
holders Argentina. In
the leadup to the World
Cup, Jordan played two
friendlies, losing 2-0
to Columbia and 4-1 to
Switzerland. As post
World Cup FIFA rankings
were announced, Jor-
dan dropped 10 spots to
73rd..

The Kingdom is now
the 10th ranked Asian
team and 9th among
Arab sides, with the
World's top 10 led by
newly crowned cham-
pions Spain followed by
Argentina, France, Eng-
land, Brazil, Morocco,
Portugal, Belgium, Neth-
erlands and Mexico.

Morocco achieved a
new highest rank at 6th,
Norway which impressed
fans was the biggest
climber 12 spots to 19th,
Egypt moved up five
spots to 24th while Tuni-
sia had the biggest drop
of 12 spots to 57th.

Top 10 Asian teams
areJapan 17, Iran 22,
Australia 28,South Xo-
rea 32, Saudi Arabia 58,
Qatar 59, Uzbekistan 60,
Iraq 63, UAE 68, Jordan
73. Top 10 Arab teams
are: Morocco 6,Egypt 24
, Algeria 29, Tunisia 57,
Saudi Arabia 58, Qatar
59, Iraq 63, UAE 68, Jor-

AT A GLANCE awalts agenda under new coach

JFA photo

Referee Adham Makhadmeh (centre) with his colleagues upon their return to Amman following the 2026 World Cup

dan 73 and Oman 79.
The latest edition of
the World Cup brought a
record eight Arab nations
including 2022 semifi-
nalists Morocco, Egypt,
Algeria,Tunisia,  Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Iraq and
Jordan. Teams advancing
to the Round of 32 were
Morocco, Algeria and
Egypt. Morocco exited
the quarters to France.
Egypt failed to make it to
the quarterfinals, losing
a dramatic and contro-

versial match in which
it squandered their 2-0
lead to lose 3-2 to Argen-
tina, while Algeria lost to
Switzerland and failed to
make it to the Round of
16.

Apart from match re-
sults, a remarkable Arab
and Jordanian highlight
was the impressive per-
formance of Jordanian
referee Adham Makhad-
meh who was chosen for
the Spain vs Argentina
final. On the other hand,

the heated discussion lo-
cally remains by game
experts and fans alike
of news of the Nashama
squad parting ways with
Moroccan head coach
Jamal Sellami and com-
patriot Ezzaki Badou tak-
ing over.

The unexpected an-
nouncement came days
after the team's arriv-
al back home and was
posted by HRH Prince
Ali, president of the Jor-
dan Football Association

‘Beautiful game’ provides Venezuelans
with welcome distraction in wake of tragedy

By Patrick Fort
Agence France-Presse

VALENCIA, Venezuela —
“Today more than ever, we
remain united” reads the
banner brandished by the
players of Venezuelan club
UCV prior to the first major
sporting event hosted by
the country since the twin
earthquakes that killed
over 5,000 last month.

Universidad Central de
Venezuela (UCV) played a
South American Cup match
against Brazilian legend
Pele’s former club Santos
in Valencia, 170 kilometres
west of Caracas, because
its stadium in the capital
was damaged in the disas-
ter on June 24.

It was not also material
damage the club suffered
but the tragic loss of one of
their brightest young stars
as midfielder Yimvert Ber-
roteran, an Under-17 inter-
national, was killed.

As a tribute, they with-
drew his number 20 shirt,
and all players now wear a
small number 20 on their
jerseys.

“That was a heck of a
hit, morale-wise,” UCV
goalkeeper Giancarlo Schi-
avone told AFP.

“He had a great future
ahead of him. We still pray
for him, we play with him
in our hearts, always think-
ing of him.”

AFP Photo

Universidad Central may have lost, but by hosting the first major sporting event in Venezuela since
the deadly earthquakes, they provided a welcome distraction

“With the image on the
shirt [number 20], Yimvert
will always be with us,”
added the 32-year-old.

The 7.2 and 7.5 magni-
tude quakes on June 24
hit the north of the coun-
try hardest, especially the
coastal state of La Guaira,

outside Caracas.

The government has not
given a figure for those still
missing under mountains
of rubble, but the UN es-
timates that as many as
50,000 people may still be
unaccounted for.

Over 23,000 people have

. DOWNLOAD

been displaced from the
earthquakes, with camps
getting set up across af-
fected areas from stadiums
to sidewalks.

Some of the displaced
are in the stadium for the
match.

Lizmar Mejias, 42, her

OURAPP

husband Raymond Gos-
ling, and their two children,
aged seven and 13, found
sanctuary with Mejias's
brother in Valencia after
their apartment in Catia
del Mar was destroyed.

“Our building stayed up-
right, but the inside walls
collapsed,” she told AFP.

“My brother welcomed
us into his home.

“We live a day to day
existence.”

Mejias says they decided
to attend the game “above
all for the children”.

“They were hit hard by
the disaster. A lot of their
friends sadly died,” she
said.

“I do not know if T am go-
ing to feel guilty, because
it is not easy owing to the
losses we have suffered.

“Friends, family... any-
way, we needed a distrac-
tion, mostly for the chil-
dren and their mental
health.”

‘Despite the grief’

Mejias says the catastro-
phe has brought the best
out of her compatriots.

“What is wonderful
about Venezuelans is we
are united,” she said.

“The catastrophe took
place in La Guaira, but all
of Venezuela came together
after what happened.

“We are all part of one

very large family.”

“Venezuela is as one,”
added Mejias, who was
proudly sporting the Vene-
zuelan national side’s shirt.

Eduardo Rodriguez, 39
and a professor of social
sciences, supports an-
other club Carabobo, but
he came along to “support
national football” in what
is the “first event post the
earthquakes”.

“Supporting sport after
the earthquakes is funda-
mental,” he said.

“Despite the grief... one
understands human ac-
tivities are precisely those
which help in the cathartic
process and what Venezue-
la requires in order to get
over the tragedy.”

UCV, despite their best
efforts to further honour
Berroteran's memory, were
unable to deliver victory,
but ultimately the 4-1 loss
was irrelevant in the great-
er scheme of things.

“It is not an excuse but
the first days following the
disaster were tough,” said
an understandably emo-

tional Schiavone.

“We downed tools for a
week and a half.

“My teammates and

I helped out at the cen-
tral collection centre: We
brought food, clothes, we
tried to help everywhere.

“Now, I think the show
should go on".

(JFA) on his personal X
account, thanking Sel-
lami for his leadership
that played “a pivotal role
in securing the national
team'’s historic qualifica-
tion to the World Cup”.
While it was not clear
if Sellami had resigned or
if JFA had terminated the
coach’'s contract which
extended after the Janu-
ary 2027 Asian Cup, most
concurred it was prob-
ably the latter although
near everyone CcONCurs

Sellami, who took over
in 2024 is credited with
building a disciplined
identity for the national
team, finishing runner-
up to Morocco at the 2025
Arab Cup and fulfilling a
decades-long footballing
dream of advancing to
the World Cup.

The sudden departure
left observers puzzled
after the coach was re-
cently granted Jordanian
citizenship, and often
discussed the future of
Jordanian football with
reactivation of football
academies as part of
building a solid base to
serve the game for future
generations. Sellami's
exit, echoed similar ones
of compatriot Hussein
Ammouta as well as the
former Iraqi coach Adnan
Hamad earlier.

Objective observers
note the first World Cup
qualification should

serve as a competitive
starting point rather
than a winless streak,
where some tactical mis-
takes, late substitutions,
not enlisting the re-
serve goalies, the choice
of some ageing players
over others, the relative
competitive  experience
and the absence of key
players, especially Yazan
Nue'imat, considered a
leading striker in Asia,
were the reasons for not
advancing further and
ultimately pushing a suc-
cessful coach out.

The Nashama have had
a steady upward climb in
the past two years, near-
ly crowned 2023 Asian
Cup champs for the first
time, but settling for
runner-up in their fifth
participation.
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Sydney court dismisses
defamation case
against film star Rebel Wilson

SYDNEY (AFP) — A Syd-
ney court dismissed on
Wednesday a defama-
tion case against Aus-
tralian film star Rebel
Wilson by another actor.

Charlotte MacInnes,
who had featured in
Wilson's directing debut
“The Deb"”, accused the
star of defaming her in
2024 by suggesting she
had changed an account
of having been a victim
of sexual harassment
in order to advance her
career.

The federal court
case focused on an in-
cident where MacInnes,
who was 25 at the time,
and the producer and
financier of the film,
Amanda Ghost, then 49,
had shared a bath in an
apartment after swim-
ming at Bondi Beach.

Wilson alleged that
MacInnes had com-
plained to her the next
day about being uncom-
fortable that she was
asked by Ghost to take
the bath.

Justice Elizabeth Rap-
er on Wednesday dis-
missed the case against
Wilson — star of Hol-

lywood hits includ-
ing “Bridesmaids” and
“Pitch Perfect” — and or-

dered MacInnes to pay
costs.

o
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“To say that the cir-
cumstances surround-
ing how they came to be
in the bath are unusual
would be an understate-
ment,” Raper said in the
judgement.

The court found that
while one of Wilson's
2024 Instagram posts
had suggested Mac-
Innes “changed her
story about feeling un-
comfortable about what
happened in the bath-
room”, this was not de-
famatory and was also
“substantially true”.

“It is obvious that
Ms Ghost, a 49 year old

woman, should have
appreciated the inap-
propriateness of her

conduct regardless of
whether there was any
sexual motivation or
conduct,” the judgement
read.

On Instagram, Wilson
thanked the judge and
Australian legal system
for a “substantial win
today”.

“I'm looking forward
to getting back to what I
love most, my family and
my work,” she wrote.

“Thank you to the
Judge and the Austral-
ian legal system who I
have the utmost respect
for.”
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