
ACT reports ‘strong’ first-half performance 
as transit cargo surges 177%

AMMAN (JT) — Aqa-
ba Container Termi-
nal (ACT) has reported 
“strong” operational 
and commercial per-
formance during the 
first half of 2026, driven 
by growth in cargo vol-
umes, continued infra-
structure investments, 
high safety standards, 
and progress toward its 
sustainability and com-
munity development 
goals.

In a statement to 
The Jordan Times, ACT 
said that terminal han-
dled 472,680 twenty-
foot equivalent units 
(TEUs) during the first 
six months of the year, 
up from 468,062 TEUs 

in the corresponding 
period of 2025. Tran-
sit cargo recorded the 
strongest growth, ris-
ing 177 per cent to 

36,412 TEUs, compared 
with 13,143 TEUs a year 
earlier. 

Continued on page 5

Jordan condemns Iranian 
attacks on Bahrain, Kuwait
AMMAN (JT) — The 
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs on Saturday con-
demned Iranian attacks 
targeting Bahrain and 
Kuwait, including a 
strike on a power and 
water de-salination fa-
cility, as a “blatant” vio-
lation of the two coun-
tries’ sovereignty and a 
threat to their security, 
stability and territorial 
integrity.

In a statement, the 
ministry said that the 
attacks represent a se-
rious escalation and a 
“clear breach” of inter-

national law and the UN 
Charter.

The ministry reiter-
ated Jordan’s solidar-
ity with Bahrain and 
Kuwait and expressed 
support for all measures 
taken by the two coun-
tries to protect their 
sovereignty, security 
and the safety of their 
citizens and residents.

Kuwait accused Iran 
on Saturday of target-
ing civilian sites and vi-
tal infrastructure in the 
country, after reporting 
attacks on an oil facility 
and a power and water 

plant.
"The repeated target-

ing of these vital facili-
ties reveals a systematic 
hostile approach target-
ing civilian sites and 
vital infrastructure that 
endangers the lives and 
safety of civilians," Ku-
wait’s foreign ministry 
said.

Bahrain's army said 
its "air defence systems 
thwarted" a wave of Ira-
nian attacks on Satur-
day, as an AFP journal-
ist in Manama reported 
hearing blasts after si-
rens sounded.

WASHINGTON, United 
States (AFP) — Two US 
service members were 
killed and one went 
missing in action in Jor-
dan following a barrage 
of missile and drone 
strikes from Iran, the 

Pentagon said on Satur-
day.

US Central Command 
(CENTCOM) said the 
soldiers were killed Fri-
day when US and part-
ner forces "defended 
against Iranian ballis-

tic missile and drone 
attacks".

One US service mem-
ber is missing in action, 
while four others have 
been evacuated to Jor-
danian hospitals, CENT-
COM said in a post on X.

AMMAN (JT) — The So-
cial Security Investment 
Fund (SSIF) increased its 
assets to approximately 
JD19.7 billion by the end 
of June 2026, up from 
JD18.7 billion at the end 
of 2025, marking growth 
of JD1 billion or 5.4 per 
cent, during the first six 
months of the year.

The fund said in a 
statement that the in-
crease was driven by 
comprehensive income 
of JD903.8 million dur-
ing the first half of 2026, 
together with a surplus 
of around JD100 mil-
lion transferred from 
the Social Security 
Corporation.

Comprehensive in-
come comprised net 
investment income of 
JD633.6 million and 
unrealised gains of ap-
proximately JD270.2 
million resulting from 
the revaluation of the 
fund's strategic equity 
portfolio.

Net income from the 
fund's investment port-
folios rose by 7.2 per 
cent compared with the 
corresponding period 

last year. Bonds gener-
ated the largest share 
of returns, contribut-
ing JD335.1 million, 
followed by equities at 
JD224.5 million and 
money market instru-
ments at JD56.4 million, 
alongside income from 
the fund's other invest-

ment portfolios.
The fund said the re-

sults reflected its in-
vestment strategy of 
diversifying assets 
across sectors, asset 
classes and geographi-
cal markets.

Cash dividends re-
ceived from the equity 

portfolio for the 2025 
financial year reached 
a record JD217 mil-
lion, the highest level 
since the fund was es-
tablished, reflecting the 
performance of compa-
nies in which it holds 
investments.

At the end of June, 

bonds accounted for 57.2 
per cent of the fund's 
assets, followed by eq-
uities (20.5 per cent), 
money market instru-
ments (10.8 per cent), 
real estate investments 
(5.8 per cent), loans (2.5 
per cent) and tourism in-
vestments (1.7 per cent).

SSIF Chairman Omar 
Malhas was quoted in 
the statement as saying 
that the fund's strategy 
focused on identifying 
high-quality invest-
ment opportunities 
and building long-term 
partnerships capable of 
generating sustainable 
financial returns while 
supporting Jordan's 
economic development.

He said that the fund 
had adopted a long-term 
investment approach 
centred on priority sec-
tors and institutional 
partnerships designed 
to deliver sustainable 
value and strong risk-
adjusted returns for con-
tributors and beneficiar-
ies of the social security 
system.

Continued on page 5
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Jordanian fighter jets shoot 
down four drones — JAF
AMMAN (JT) — Royal 
Jordanian Air Force 
fighter jets intercepted 
and shot down four 
drones that entered the 
Kingdom’s airspace over 
the past 24 hours, the 
Jordan Armed Forces-
Arab Army (JAF) an-
nounced on Saturday.

A source at the JAF 
General Command said 
that no casualties or 
material damage were 
reported following the 
interceptions.

The source reaffirmed 
the armed forces' full 
readiness to counter any 
threats to the Kingdom’s 
security or the safety 
of its citizens, wheth-
er posed by drones or 
missiles.

The military source 
did not identify the 
origin of the drones. 
However, an earlier JAF 
statement said that air 
defence systems had in-
tercepted and shot down 
ten Iranian missiles tar-
geting the Kingdom on 
Saturday.

According to the state-
ment, the interceptions 

were carried out as part 
of approved operational 
and defensive measures 
to safeguard the coun-
try’s borders, airspace 
and citizens.

JAF said that the in-
cident caused neither 

casualties nor material 
damage. It added that 
Royal Engineering Corps 
teams dealt with the 
falling debris in accord-
ance with established 
technical and security 
procedures.

The armed forces also 
said they continue to 
monitor Jordanian air-
space and closely fol-
low developments while 
maintaining the high-
est level of operational 
readiness.

JAF urged the public 
to rely solely on official 
statements issued by the 
armed forces and the rel-
evant authorities, and to 
refrain from circulating 
rumours or unverified 
information.
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By Mai Anati

AMMAN — Jordan has 
renewed its call for 
stronger international 
efforts to protect civil-
ians in Gaza as the hu-
manitarian crisis in the 
war-torn Strip continues 
to grow. 

Mohammad Al Hadid, 
President of the Jordan 
Red Crescent Society, 
said that the situation 
in Gaza has reached a 
point where people are 
lacking almost every 
basic necessity, includ-
ing hospitals, medicine, 
healthcare workers and 
essential supplies.

In an interview with 
The Jordan Times, Al 
Hadid urged the crea-

tion of dedicated hu-
manitarian corridors 
that would allow the 
Red Cross and Red 
Crescent organisations 
to deliver aid safely and 
without restrictions. 
(See full interview on 
page 2)

He explained that 
these corridors should 
operate under inter-
national monitoring 
systems to ensure that 
assistance reaches the 
civilians who need it 
most.

Al Hadid stressed that 
humanitarian organisa-
tions must remain fo-
cused on protecting and 
supporting victims of 
conflict. 

Alongside its humani-

tarian efforts in Gaza, 
he said that the Jordan 
Red Crescent Society 
has proposed a new pro-
tocol to the Geneva Con-
ventions to address the 
increasing use of mod-
ern military technolo-
gies, including artificial 
intelligence, drones and 
autonomous weapons. 
“The proposal aims to 
strengthen internation-
al humanitarian law 
and ensure that civil-
ians remain protected 
as warfare continues to 
change.”

He also said that Jor-
dan has played an ac-
tive role in supporting 
Gaza through humani-
tarian airdrops, relief 
corridors, and medical 

evacuations. 
The Jordan Red Cres-

cent Society is currently 
hosting 122 Gazan pa-
tients and their fam-
ily members, many of 
whom are receiving 
specialised treatment in 
Jordan because health-
care services in Gaza 

have been severely dam-
aged, he said. 

The Red Crescent also 
provides psychological 
care and activities for 
children, including edu-
cational programmes 
and family events, to 
help them cope with the 
emotional impact of war 
and long hospital stays, 
he said. 

Al Hadid said that de-
lays in allowing recov-
ered patients to return 
to Gaza create challeng-
es for hospitals and pre-
vent new patients from 
receiving treatment. 

He called for faster 
procedures to help pa-
tients return home once 
they have completed 
their medical care.

JRCS urges ‘urgent’ humanitarian action for Gaza

Mohammad Al Hadid
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By Mai Anati

AMMAN — Jordan has 
called for dedicated hu-
manitarian corridors 
to Gaza and proposed 
a new protocol to the 
Geneva Conventions to 
address the growing 
use of artificial intel-
ligence, drones and au-
tonomous weapons in 
armed conflicts, as the 
humanitarian crisis in 
the war-torn enclave 
continues to deepen.

In an interview with 
The Jordan Times, 
Jordan Red Crescent 
Society President Mo-
hammad Al Hadid said 
humanitarian organi-
sations must be grant-
ed unrestricted access 
to civilians in Gaza, 
stressing that the 
worsening humanitari-
an emergency demands 
a stronger internation-
al response.

“The question is 
no longer what Gaza 
needs,” Al Hadid said. 
“The question is what 
Gaza does not need. 
There is a shortage of 
hospitals, medicines, 
healthcare workers 
and almost every basic 
necessity.”

He called for dedi-
cated humanitarian 
corridors for Red Cross 
and Red Crescent op-
erations, saying relief 
organisations should 
be allowed to deliver 
assistance under inter-
nationally agreed mon-
itoring mechanisms 
to ensure aid reaches 
those most in need.

Al Hadid stressed 
that neutrality should 
never be interpreted as 
remaining silent in the 
face of humanitarian 
suffering.

“Our responsibil-
ity is to stand with the 
victims, alleviate suf-
fering and advocate for 
those affected by war,” 
he said, adding that 
humanitarian organi-
sations should remain 
focused on protecting 
civilians rather than 
political disputes.

The Jordan Red 
Crescent Society has 
also proposed adopt-
ing a fourth additional 
protocol to the Geneva 

Conventions to ad-
dress the growing use 
of artificial intelli-
gence, drones and oth-
er advanced military 
technologies in modern 
conflicts, he said.

Al Hadid said that 
the proposal was pre-
sented during a recent 
meeting of the Arab 
Red Crescent and Red 
Cross Organisation in 
Mauritania and seeks 
to strengthen interna-

tional humanitarian 
law without reopening 
the existing Geneva 
Conventions.

He also announced 
plans to host a re-
gional Red Cross and 
Red Crescent peace 
conference in Amman 
in May 2027, bringing 
together humanitar-
ian organisations to 
discuss food security, 
climate change and 
other humanitarian 
challenges affecting 
vulnerable communi-
ties worldwide.

Highlighting Jor-
dan’s humanitar-
ian response, Al Hadid 
praised the initiatives 
led by His Majesty 
King Abdullah, includ-
ing humanitarian air-
drops, the establish-
ment of relief corridors 
and medical evacua-
tions for children from 
Gaza.

He said the Jordan 
Red Crescent Society is 
currently hosting 122 
Gazan patients and 
their accompanying 
family members, many 

of whom remain in 
Jordan while receiving 
specialised treatment 
unavailable inside the 
besieged enclave.

Among them are 
children suffering 
from complex medical 
conditions, including 
severe scoliosis, who 
underwent specialised 
surgery in Jordan af-
ter treatment became 
impossible in Gaza be-
cause of the collapse of 
the healthcare system.

Medical referrals are 
reviewed by Jordanian 
specialists before pa-
tients are transferred 
to Jordan, where they 
receive treatment, re-
habilitation and com-
prehensive care.

 Al Hadid said many 
patients remain in Jor-
dan for months after 
completing treatment 
because Israeli author-
ities delay permits al-
lowing them to return 
to Gaza, creating pres-
sure on hospital capac-
ity and slowing the ad-
mission of new cases.

“We need a faster 

process so patients can 
return once treatment 
is completed,” he said.

Beyond medical care, 
the Jordan Red Cres-
cent Society provides 
psychological support 
and recreational pro-
grammes for children 
during their stay, in-
cluding educational 
activities, birthday 
celebrations and fam-
ily events designed to 
ease the trauma asso-
ciated with prolonged 
hospitalisation.

The president re-
newed his appeal for 
the international com-
munity to increase hu-
manitarian assistance 
to Gaza and uphold 
international humani-
tarian law, stressing 
that humanitarian aid 
alone cannot resolve 
the crisis.

“Humanitarian aid 
saves lives, but govern-
ments make peace,” he 
said. “The internation-
al community must act 
to end the suffering of 
innocent civilians, es-
pecially children.”

Jordan calls for humanitarian corridors, new 
Geneva protocol for AI warfare — JRC president

INTERVIEW
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Jordan Red Crescent Society President Mohammad Al Hadid speaks to The Jordan Times, during an interview conducted by 
journalist Mai Anati 

QQ Red Crescent president calls for dedicated humanitarian corridors to Gaza
QQ Jordan proposes fourth Geneva protocol to regulate AI, drone warfare
QQ Jordan to host regional Red Cross, Red Crescent peace conference in 2027
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Women and children sit at a camp for displaced Palestinians in Khan Yunis in the southern 
Gaza Strip, on September 29, 2025 

By Rahaf Abu Khadijeh
 

AMMAN — More than 
two years after the out-
break of Gaza war, thou-
sands of Palestinian 
families in Gaza continue 
to grapple with the dev-
astating human toll of 
the conflict, as efforts to 
recover the remains of 
victims and rebuild shat-
tered communities re-
main hampered by wide-
spread destruction and 
limited resources.

According to reports 
published by the United 
Nations on July 10 and 
11, search teams are still 
combing through the rub-
ble of destroyed neigh-
bourhoods in an effort 
to recover the bodies of 
those believed to remain 
buried beneath collapsed 
buildings, while dis-
placed families are strug-
gling to rebuild their lives 
in temporary housing.

In one neighbourhood 
of Gaza City, heavy ma-
chinery continues clear-
ing debris from a residen-
tial building destroyed 
during the war.

Civil defence personnel 
and local recovery teams 
say the work has become 
increasingly difficult as 
time passes, with short-
ages of heavy equip-
ment and fuel slowing 
operations.

Local recovery team 
member Asaad Shreim 
said that the building 
was believed to contain 
the remains of 44 victims.

"So far, we have only 
been able to recover 13 
of them," he said, noting 
that residents and civil 
defence teams had re-
trieved most of the bodies 
during the immediate af-
termath of the attack.

The UN said that the 
removal of millions of 
tonnes of rubble is be-
ing hindered by Israeli 
restrictions on the entry 

of heavy machinery, as 
well as the danger posed 
by unexploded ordnance 
scattered beneath the 
debris.

Among those waiting 
for answers is Ramez Na-
bhan, who lost his wife, 
three children and several 
relatives during the early 
days of the war.

Standing beside the ru-
ins where his family once 
sought shelter, Nabhan 
said that rescue workers 
had initially recovered 
only a handful of victims.

"There was no equip-
ment to extract bodies, no 
fuel or necessary resourc-
es were available, and the 
conditions were not safe 
for rescue teams to oper-
ate," he said. "We waited 
a long time, and today 
we face a new ordeal: re-
covering the remains and 
then burying them."

Recovery teams have 
since located the remains 
of several of his rela-
tives, but the process of 
identification and burial 
remains emotionally 
overwhelming.

"It is extremely difficult 
for the wound to reopen," 
Nabhan said. "These are 
my children, and there 
are no words that can de-
scribe what I feel inside."

The UN warned that 
identifying remains has 
become increasingly 
complicated due to natu-
ral decomposition and 
the limited availability of 
forensic and DNA testing 
capabilities, prolonging 
the anguish of families 
still searching for miss-
ing loved ones.

According to the latest 
joint Damage and Needs 
Assessment issued by 
the UN and its partners 
in April 2026, the war has 
claimed more than 71,000 
Palestinian lives and in-
jured more than 171,000 
people. 

Thousands remain 

missing, with many be-
lieved to still be trapped 
beneath collapsed 
buildings.

Alongside the search 
for the missing, humani-
tarian agencies are sup-
porting efforts to help 
displaced families begin 
rebuilding their lives.

Mayyada, originally 
from Jabalia refugee 
camp, said that she has 
lost count of how many 
times her family has been 
displaced since the con-
flict began in October 
2023.

"From our home to an-
other home, from school 
to school, from tent to 
tent," she said. "Every 
time we faced many 
struggles."

Before the war, Mayy-
ada worked as a portrait 
artist. Since then, she 
said, survival has re-
placed creativity as the 
family's daily priority.

The family is among 
those receiving assist-
ance through the Gaza 
Neighbourhood Ap-
proach project, imple-
mented by the United 
Nations Development 
Programme in coordina-
tion with the Palestinian 
Authority, UN agencies 
and other partners.

The initiative pro-
vides temporary housing 
alongside debris removal, 
rehabilitation of essential 
services, emergency em-
ployment opportunities 
and restoration of basic 
infrastructure.

Although the tempo-
rary shelter has restored 
a measure of privacy and 
stability, Mayyada said 
that her family's greatest 
hope remains returning 
to a permanent home.

"More than anything," 
she said, "I still wish to 
have my own home, to 
have peace in my mind 
and to have peace around 
me."

Families in Gaza confront grief, seek 
stability amid slow recovery efforts

‘Our 

responsibility 

is to stand with 

the victims, 

alleviate 

suffering and 

advocate for 

those affected 

by war’

By Ola Shami

AMMAN — The canal 
that runs through Iraq 
Al Amir is as ancient as 
the Romans came. The 
Roman Empire fell. The 
canal survived. It was 
built in clay, maintained 
by generations of farm-
ers who knew that with-
out it, nothing on these 
slopes would grow.

For years, the canal de-
livered meagerly. Block-
ages and deterioration 
meant that up to 30 per 
cent of the water was 
lost before it reached the 
orchards. Farmers at the 
tail end of the system ir-
rigated half their land 
and waited two weeks 
before they could return 
to the other half. 

One casualty was the 
difour, an early fig once 
common on these slopes. 
It depended on steady 
water from the canal. 
When the canal failed, 
the difour stopped ap-
pearing too.

Khaled Al Mahameed 
has farmed figs and ol-
ives in Iraq Al Amir, in 
Wadi Al Seer, for most 
of his life. He describes 
what the canal means to 
the community in simple 
terms.

“The canal in Iraq 
Al Amir feeds around 
15,000 residents of the 
area. Before, water losses 
from the first 200 metres 
alone were running at 30 

per cent, flowing away 
into the wadi towards 
the Kafrein Dam. Now, 
after the Al Murunah 
project rehabilitated the 
canal, losses are close to 
zero.” he said.

The rehabilitation cov-
ered 650 metres of the 
canal under Al Murunah, 
a project funded by the 
UK's Foreign Common-
wealth and Development 
Office (FCDO) and im-
plemented by the Inter-
national Water Manage-
ment Institute (IWMI) 
and the International 
Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN).

“Al Murunah dem-
onstrates how nature-
based solutions can help 
address Jordan's water 

and climate challenges 
by working with both 
natural systems and 
communities,” said Re-
gional Programme Man-
ager for Water and Cli-
mate Change at the IUCN 
Regional Office for West 
Asia Ali Hayajneh.

“By combining invest-
ments in water infra-
structure, ecosystem 
stewardship and mean-
ingful community en-
gagement,” Hayajneh 
added.

“The project builds 
resilience that goes be-
yond immediate water 
management gains and 
offers practical lessons 
for strengthening water 
security, supporting live-
lihoods and enhancing 

climate resilience in Jor-
dan,” he added.

The physical work was 
the beginning. What fol-
lowed was a shift in how 
the canal is governed.

Farmers now con-
tribute to maintenance 
based on their water al-
location. Each minute of 
water use is priced, and 
every farmer pays ac-
cording to their share.

“Each hour is divided 
at JD5, which works out 
to roughly eight or nine 
fils per minute. I have 10 
minutes of water, so I pay 
about 90 fils. Everyone 
pays according to their 
minutes. This has raised 
their sense of responsi-
bility, when you pay for 
something, you look after 

it.”  Mahameed said.
The results are visible 

in the orchards. When a 
tree receives its full ir-
rigation, the branches 
grow longer, the fruit 
is larger and the yield 
higher. Mahameed puts 
the income increase at 
around 30 per cent.

“A single branch that 
used to produce around 
JD300 a year, with full 
care and water, can 
now give you between 
JD1,000 and JD1,200. 
With the extra water, we 
went from irrigating eve-
ry 14 days to every week. 
Income has gone up by 
JD200 to JD300 a year, 
which is around 30 per 
cent more.”

And this season, for 
the first time in years, the 
difour has returned. It is 
a breba variety, fruiting 
weeks ahead of the main 
harvest, and it needs 
consistent moisture to 
set its early fruit, exactly 
what the canal, restored, 
can now provide.

“This season, thank 
God, was a rainy one, 
and the figs have the di-
four on them. The difour 
means the fig comes 
down before its natural 
time. Regular figs fruit 
from mid-July, but the 
difour we expect from 
mid-June.”

“The fruit is bigger and 
sweeter, even if the total 
quantity is less. Right 
now it sells for JD10 a 

kilo, sold fresh directly 
to the consumer.”

The canal has always 
required maintenance.  
Mahameed was super-
vising a cleaning run just 
last week, paid for by the 
farmers themselves.

“We have annual main-
tenance. Before we open 
the water at the start of 
the season, we cut the 
canal from the spring 
and clean it from begin-
ning to end. Last week 
I was supervising the 
maintenance and we 
paid around JD500 from 
our own pockets,” Ma-
hameed said.

The community has 
also built a system for 
emergencies. When a col-
lapse or flood damage 
occurs, farmers pool re-
sources on the spot.

“Al Murunah sup-
ported us and we thank 
them. But sustainability 
is on us. They gave us the 
support and it is up to us 
to maintain it.”

The canal is one part 
of a larger effort in Iraq 
Al Amir. 

Alongside the infra-
structure work, a sepa-
rate programme called 
Al Murunah+ is running 
in the same farming 
communities. Where Al 
Murunah fixes the wa-
ter system, Al Murunah+ 
works inside the home.

Jordan is one of the 
most water-scarce coun-
tries in the world. When 

rainfall is low and the 
canal runs dry, it is rare-
ly the whole family that 
absorbs the loss equally. 

Women in rural farm-
ing households are often 
the last to have a say in 
how water is allocated, 
how income is spent, or 
whether the family takes 
out a loan to survive a 
bad season. 

They carry much of 
the agricultural labour 
and most of the domes-
tic work, but decisions 
about land, water and 
money have traditionally 
sat with men.

Al Murunah+ starts 
from the premise that 
this is not just a fairness 
problem. It is a resilience 
problem. 

A household where 
both partners plan to-
gether, save together, and 
make decisions together 
is better equipped to 
handle a drought, a price 
collapse, or a failed har-
vest than one where half 
the household has no 
voice, according to Saw-
san Gharaibeh, Project 
Lead and Regional Re-
searcher, Gender and So-
cial Inclusion.

The programme brings 
couples together in 
weekly group sessions 
to work through exactly 
these questions: How to 
build a household budg-
et, how to set priorities 
when money is tight, 
how to plan for the sea-

son ahead rather than 
react to what comes. 

Alongside the sessions, 
women receive direct 
economic support such 
as tools, equipment, and 
access to income-gener-
ating activities that put 
resources in their hands.

“When both partners 
have a voice in how wa-
ter is managed and how 
income is spent, the 
household becomes more 
resilient. That is what Al 
Murunah+ is designed to 
do, work alongside water 
infrastructure invest-
ments to build the social 
conditions that make 
them last,” Gharaibeh 
said.

It is this promise that 
will achieve integrated 
resilience, according to 
project officials.

“Al Murunah+ reflects 
the UK's commitment 
to gender transforma-
tive climate action. It 
builds on our long stand-
ing partnership with 
the government of Jor-
dan and offers a model 
to scale and replicate 
across Jordan and the 
region. The programme 
supports locally led ad-
aptation that tackles en-
vironmental and social 
inequalities, delivering 
more inclusive and resil-
ient outcomes for com-
munities most affected 
by climate change,” a UK 
government spokesper-
son said.

Revived Roman canal brings new life to Iraq Al Amir farms
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The canal that runs through Iraq Al Amir is as ancient as the Romans came. The Roman Empire 
fell. The canal survived
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AMMAN (JT) — Jor-
dan on Saturday par-
ticipated in the Jerusa-
lem Conference 2026, 
held in Cairo under 
the theme “Jerusalem: 
The Frontline Against 
Displacement and An-
nexation, and the Key 
to Achieving a Just and 
Lasting Peace”.

Jordan was repre-
sented at the conference 
by Executive Director 
of the Hashemite Fund 
for the Reconstruction 
of Al Aqsa Mosque and 
the Dome of the Rock 
Wafeeq Kilani, the Jor-
dan News Agency, Pet-
ra, reported

The conference was 
organised by the Unit-
ed Nations Committee 
on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of 
the Palestinian People 
and the Organisation 
of Islamic Cooperation, 
with the participation 
of officials, diplomats, 
representatives of re-
gional and internation-
al organisations and 
experts in Palestinian 
affairs.

Kilani said that the 
conference was held 
at a critical time amid 
mounting challenges 
facing the Palestinian 
cause, particularly in 
Jerusalem, due to esca-
lating Israeli violations, 
which require a unified 
position and more ef-
fective international 
action.

He stressed that Je-
rusalem and its Islamic 
and Christian holy sites 
remain among the top 
priorities of His Maj-

esty King Abdullah, 
who continues to lead 
diplomatic and politi-
cal efforts to defend the 
city and its holy sites 
at regional and inter-
national forums, based 
on the Hashemite cus-
todianship over Jerusa-
lem’s holy sites.

Kilani said that the 
Israeli occupation can-
not establish any le-
gal rights or grant le-
gitimacy to unilateral 
measures aimed at al-
tering the historical 
and legal status quo in 
Jerusalem.

He called on the in-

ternational community 
to take concrete steps 
and establish effective 
mechanisms to imple-
ment relevant interna-
tional resolutions, and 
hold Israel accountable 
for continued violations 
against Islamic and 
Christian holy sites and 
residents of Jerusalem.

Such measures, he 
said, are essential to 
providing international 
protection and preserv-
ing the Arab identity of 
the holy city.

The conference fea-
tured an opening ses-
sion and two main 

discussions. The first 
session, titled “Sav-
ing the Holy City and 
Preserving the Histori-
cal Status Quo of Holy 
Sites”, focused on pro-
tecting Islamic and 
Christian holy sites 
and maintaining the 
established historical 
and legal status quo in 
Jerusalem.

The second session, 
titled “Preserving Pales-
tinian Presence, Rights 
and Sovereignty in Je-
rusalem and the Oc-
cupied Palestinian Ter-
ritories in the Face of 
Displacement Policies 

and Illegal Settlement 
Expansion”, addressed 
efforts to safeguard 
Palestinian rights and 
counter displacement 
and settlement expan-
sion policies.

At the closing ses-
sion, participants un-
derscored the impor-
tance of continuing 
regional and interna-
tional efforts to protect 
Jerusalem, preserve 
its historical and legal 
identity, and support 
the rights of the Pal-
estinian people in line 
with international le-
gitimacy resolutions.

Jordan urges global action 
to preserve Jerusalem’s status quo
Conference highlights efforts to safeguard Jerusalem from displacement, annexation
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Al Aqsa Mosque Compound and its Dome of the Rock in the Old City in occupied East Jerusalem, October 22, 2024
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Al Hussein Bin Abdullah II Industrial Estate in Karak, some 118km south of Amman

AMMAN (JT) — Jor-
dan's industrial ex-
ports have nearly dou-
bled over the past six 
years to reach a record 
JD8.9 billion in 2025, 
driven by a more diver-
sified production base 
and expanded access to 
international markets, 
Jordan Chamber of In-
dustry (JCI) Chairman 
Fathi Jaghbir said on 
Saturday.

The industrial sec-
tor's exports increased 
from JD4.6 billion 
in 2019 to more than 
JD8.9 billion last year, 
accounting for over 92 
per cent of Jordan's 
total national exports, 
according to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra.

Jaghbir said that the 
growth reflects a struc-
tural shift in Jordanian 
industry, with exports 
no longer reliant on 
a limited number of 
products or traditional 
markets.

"The growth of in-
dustrial exports is no 
longer dependent on 
a limited number of 
products or traditional 
markets, but is driven 
by a broader and more 
diversified production 
base," he said.

Jordanian indus-
try currently exports 
around 2,500 prod-
ucts to 150 countries 
through more than 
18,000 industrial estab-
lishments employing 
some 271,000 workers.

The number of prod-
ucts generating annual 
exports exceeding JD1 
million rose from 455 
in 2019 to 754 in 2025, 
while products with ex-
ports surpassing JD10 
million increased from 
66 to 121 over the same 
period.

Jordan has also ex-
panded its export foot-
print, with the number 
of markets importing 
more than JD100 mil-
lion worth of Jorda-
nian industrial goods 
increasing from nine in 
2019 to 13 last year.

Jaghbir attributed 
the sector's perform-
ance to measures aimed 
at boosting industrial 
competitiveness, in-
creasing participation 
in international ex-
hibitions and trade 
missions, and helping 
companies comply with 
international standards 
and enter new markets.

He highlighted 
strong export growth 

in pharmaceuticals, 
chemicals, fertilisers, 
food processing, engi-
neering and electrical 
industries, as well as 
medical supplies. Ex-
ports of lubricants, or-
ganic chemicals, copper 
products and cement 
also recorded notable 
increases.

The sector main-
tained its momentum 
in 2026, with indus-
trial exports rising by 
9.1 per cent during the 
first four months of the 
year to JD2.8 billion, 
compared with JD2.5 
billion during the same 
period in 2025.

Jaghbir said Jordan 
still has untapped ex-
port opportunities es-
timated at more than 
$7.7 billion, particu-
larly in the chemicals, 
engineering, mining, 
leather and pharma-
ceutical industries.

He added that future 
growth will focus on 
high-value industries, 
technology-driven man-
ufacturing, increasing 
domestic value added, 
and further diversify-
ing export products 
and destinations in 
line with the Economic 
Modernisation Vision.

Industrial exports reach 
'record' JD8.9b in 2025 — JCI

AMMAN (JT) — A Jor-
dan Armed Forces -Arab 
Army (JAF) delegation, 
headed by the com-
mander of King Abdul-
lah II Air Base, on Satur-
day visited the Congo/2 
Helicopter Unit serving 
with the UN peacekeep-
ing mission in Congo.

During the visit, the 
delegation was briefed 
by the unit’s command-
er on its operational 
duties, technical and 
operational readiness, 
and the functioning of 
its various facilities. 

The briefing also 
highlighted the unit’s 
humanitarian efforts in 
support of the United 
Nations’ mission to 
maintain security and 

stability, according to a 
JAF statement.

The delegation also 

met with the Force 
Commander of the Unit-
ed Nations Organisa-

tion Stabilisation Mis-
sion in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 

, Lt. Gen. Ulisses de 
Mesquita Gomes, where 
they discussed issues of 
mutual interest, devel-
opments in operational 
missions and the role 
of the Jordanian unit 
in supporting the UN 
mission.

The delegation 
praised the “distin-
guished” performance 
of the unit’s personnel 
in carrying out their du-
ties, stressing that the 
participation of the JAF 
in international peace-
keeping operations re-
flects their “high level” 
of “competence and pro-
fessionalism” and con-
tributes to enhancing 
Jordan’s standing on 
the international stage.

JAF delegation visits Jordanian helicopter 
unit serving in Congo UN mission
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Jordan Armed Forces -Arab Army delegation visits the Congo/2 Helicopter Unit serving with 
the UN peacekeeping mission in the Congo
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A delegation from the Jordanian Field Hospital Nablus on Saturday visits the Jordan Armed 
Forces-Arab Army Cemetery in Nablus

AMMAN (JT) — A del-
egation from the Jor-
danian Field Hospital 
Nablus on Saturday 
visited the Jordan 
Armed Forces-Arab 
Army (JAF) Cemetery 
in Nablus, where JAF 
personnel who were 
killed while perform-
ing their military du-
ties during the 1967 
battles were buried.

The JAF said that the 
visit reflects the Armed 
Forces’ commitment to 
honouring its martyrs 
and preserving their 
military and national 
legacy, 

The delegation re-
cited Al Fatiha for the 
souls of the martyrs 
and laid a wreath at 
their graves in recogni-
tion of their sacrifices 

and bravery in defend-
ing Palestine, accord-
ing to a JAF statement.

The field hospital 
commander said that 
the visit represents a 
tribute to the martyrs 
who “gave their lives in 
defence of Palestine” 
and an opportunity to 
remember their distin-

guished legacy, which 
remains a source of 
pride.

He added that the 
JAF remains commit-
ted to upholding the 
values of loyalty to 
its martyrs, preserv-
ing their military his-
tory and commemo-
rating their sacrifices 
as an integral part of 
Jordan’s national 
heritage.

The JAF took part in 
several battles in Pal-
estine, during which 
many soldiers were 
killed while carry-
ing out their duties. 
The Arab Army mar-
tyrs’ cemeteries across 
Palestine continue to 
stand as a testament 
to their sacrifices and 
dedication.

Jordanian field hospital delegation 
visits JAF Martyrs Cemetery in Nablus

AMMAN (JT) — The 
Jordan Standards and 
Metrology Organisation 
(JSMO) said on Saturday 
it has conducted around 
82,000 laboratory tests 
on a wide range of prod-
ucts since the beginning 
of 2026 to verify com-
pliance with Jordanian 
standards and technical 
regulations.

JSMO Acting Director 
General Wafaa Momani 
said that the organisa-
tion carries out its tech-
nical and regulatory 
responsibilities in line 
with international best 

practices to ensure prod-
uct safety, enhance con-
sumer confidence and 
support the competitive-
ness of national indus-
tries, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported.

She said that JSMO 
laboratories conducted 
around 28,000 tests on 
food products, deter-
gents, lighting fixtures 
and mineral oils, in addi-
tion to inspecting 41,500 
measuring instruments 
and pre-packaged 
products.

The organisation also 
tested petroleum prod-

ucts at fuel stations 
across the Kingdom and 
carried out 12,500 exam-
inations of gold and sil-
ver jewellery samples to 
ensure compliance with 
technical requirements 
and protect consumer 
rights.

Momani said JSMO 
has issued 283 Jordani-
an standards and tech-
nical regulations since 
the start of the year as 
part of efforts to mod-
ernise the national qual-
ity infrastructure and 
keep pace with techno-
logical and industrial 

developments.
The newly issued 

standards cover key sec-
tors, including lubricat-
ing oils, secondary cells 
and batteries, electric 
vehicle batteries, electri-
cal cables, electric road 
vehicles and charging 
systems, construction 
and insulation materi-
als, energy management 
and sustainability sys-
tems, adventure tour-
ism, cosmetics and food 
labelling.

She stressed that the 
organisation contin-
ues to update national 

standards in line with 
international referenc-
es in cooperation with 
government institu-
tions, the private sector, 
universities and other 
stakeholders.

Momani said these 
efforts are aimed at 
strengthening Jordan's 
quality infrastructure, 
protecting consumers, 
improving the business 
environment, enhanc-
ing the competitiveness 
of local products and 
expanding their access 
to regional and interna-
tional markets.

JSMO conducts 82,000 product tests in 2026 to ensure compliance
The JAF took 

part in several 

battles in 

Palestine...

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN — The Court 
of Cassation has up-
held a December 2022 
Criminal Court ruling 
sentencing a father 
and his son to prison 
terms ranging from 
death to 20 years af-
ter convicting them of 

murdering a man in 
the Jordan Valley in 
July 2021.

The court declared 
the defendants guilty 
of premeditated mur-
der and complicity in 
premeditated mur-
der of a man over an 
old feud on July 17 in 
Northern Shouneh.

The father was 
handed the death 
penalty by the court 
while his son received 
a 20-year prison term.

Court papers said 
the defendants had an 
old feud with the vic-
tim and his family for 
several months before 
the incident.

The victim’s fam-
ily decided to leave 
the area to move to 
Amman as a result, 
the court transcripts 
added.

The defendant and 
his sons heard about 
their intended move, 
so they decided to 
take action, according 

to court papers.
“The defendant 

grabbed a machine-
gun and headed with 
his son towards a ve-
hicle that the victim 
and his family were 
riding in,” court pa-
pers added.

The defendant 
“opened fire from his 

machinegun, strik-
ing the victim in the 
chest and killing him 
instantly”, the court 
added.

The defendants con-
tested their verdicts 
through their lawyers 
at a high court, argu-
ing that the Crimi-
nal Court did not 

follow proper legal 
procedures.

Meanwhile, the 
Criminal Court’s gen-
eral attorney asked 
the Court of Cassa-
tion to uphold the 
verdicts.  

The higher court 
ruled that the Crimi-
nal Court followed the 

proper procedure and 
the defendants de-
serve the verdict they 
received.  

The Court of Cassa-
tion judges were Mah-
moud Ebtoush, Nayef 
Samarat, Hammad 
Ghzawi, Mohammad 
Khashashneh and 
Qassem Dughmi.

CRIME

Court upholds death sentence, 20-year term for man, son in premeditated murder case
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Lebanon’s president departs 
for Washington to meet Trump
BEIRUT, Lebanon (AFP) 
— Lebanese President 
Joseph Aoun on Satur-
day left Beirut for Wash-
ington, where he is ex-
pected to meet Donald 
Trump, the Lebanese 
presidency said, after 
talks between Lebanon 
and Israel wrapped up 
in Italy.

It will be the first 
trip to Washington by a 
Lebanese head of state 
since Michel Sleiman 
was received by Barack 
Obama in 2009.

Aoun will hold dis-
cussions “with several 
American officials on 
the situation in Lebanon 
and ways to strength-
en the ceasefire”, par-
ticularly in Lebanon’s 
south, as well as on “the 
withdrawal of Israel 
from the Lebanese re-
gions it occupies”, the 
presidency said.

Israel and Lebanon 
began US-sponsored 
negotiations in April 
aimed at reaching a 
peace deal and perma-
nently ending the Isra-
el-Hizbollah war.

On June 26, they 
reached a framework 
agreement in Washing-
ton under which the Is-
raeli military is to with-
draw from southern 
Lebanon and the Leba-
nese army is to deploy, 
starting with two “pilot 
zones”.

The agreement is 

contingent on the dis-
armament of Iran-
backed militant group 
Hizbollah, which has 
flatly rejected the deal 
and the Israel-Lebanon 
negotiations.

Following the lat-
est round of talks this 
week in Rome, Israel 
and Lebanon “agreed on 
the structure and guide-
lines” to implement the 
pilot zones, a US official 

said.
A Lebanese military 

source meanwhile told 
AFP that the Lebanese 
army has begun intensi-
fying patrols in several 
villages adjacent to ar-
eas occupied by Israeli 
forces, including Froun 
in the Bint Jbeil dis-
trict, in preparation for 
implementing the pilot 
zones provision.

Hizbollah pulled Leb-

anon into the Middle 
East war on March 2, 
when it began striking 
Israel in support of its 
backer Tehran.

Israel responded with 
airstrikes and a ground 
invasion, and despite a 
ceasefire continues spo-
radic attacks and holds 
territory in south Leba-
non in what it describes 
as a “security zone”.

On Saturday, Leba-

non’s state-run Na-
tional News Agency re-
ported fresh air strikes 
against two towns lo-
cated on the edge of the 
so-called security zone, 
in the Tyre and Naba-
tieh regions.

The US embassy 
meanwhile warned 
Americans not to travel 
to Lebanon, citing “high 
tensions in the Middle 
East”.
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A billboard carries a portrait of Lebanese President Joseph Aoun along the highway of Sidon on Wednesday
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Rescuers desperately attempted on Sunday to find survivors in eastern Turkey in the rubble 
of collapsed buildings after a powerful earthquake claimed at least 38 lives 

ANKARA (AFP) — A 5 
magnitude earthquake 
struck several south-
eastern provinces in 
Turkey on Saturday 
morning without caus-
ing casualties or dam-
age, the country's disas-
ter management agency 
said.

"No adverse situation 
has been reported fol-
lowing the magnitude 
5 earthquake that oc-
curred at 6:20 am in the 
Battalgazi district, in 
Malatya province, and 
was felt in the provinc-
es of Malatya, Elazig, 
Adiyaman, Tunceli and 

Sanliurfa. Our teams 
continue to work in 
the field," the disaster 
agency AFAD said.

Turkey is criss-
crossed by several geo-
logical fault lines that 
have previously caused 
catastrophes in the 
country.

Magnitude 5.0 earthquake hits 
southeastern Turkey — disaster agency

CAIRO (AFP) — In the 
labyrinthine alleyways 
of Cairo's Garbage City, 
recycling specialist Pe-
ter Romany finds him-
self fielding calls from 
factories scrambling for 
plastic to plug supply 
shortfalls caused by the 
Iran war.

The 25-year-old is 
among the hundreds of 
recyclers and manufac-
turers across Egypt ben-
efiting from a war-driv-
en surge in demand ever 
since the United States 
and Iran choked off 
the Strait of Hormuz , a 
major shipping lane for 
the raw materials from 
which plastic is made.

At the heart of the 
boom is the sprawl-
ing eastern Cairo set-
tlement of Manshiyet 
Nasser, where genera-
tions of garbage collec-
tors have built one of the 
world's most sophisti-
cated informal recycling 
systems.

"Before the war, we 
were the ones calling 
factories, trying to sell 
our material," Romany 
told AFP, standing be-
side towering bales of 

compressed plastic.
"But after the war 

broke out, the facto-
ries started calling us. 
They'd ask: How much 
do you have? Can you 
deliver today? That nev-
er used to happen."

Built on trash 

Home to more than 

115,000 residents, 
Manshiyet Nasser is a 
predominantly Coptic 
Christian neighbour-
hood nestled beneath 
the Mokattam hill and 
facing Cairo's historic 
Citadel.

The settlement han-
dles more than a third 
of the capital's waste, 
according to govern-

ment figures.
Families live and 

work under the same 
roof, often separated 
from mountains of 
waste by little more 
than a staircase or cur-
tain, exposing them 
to foul odours, plastic 
fumes and other health 
risks.

Downstairs, men sort 

plastics, cardboard, pa-
per, metals and glass 
into neat piles destined 
for workshops and 
factories.

Upstairs, children 
pore over schoolbooks, 
mothers prepare lunch 
and television sets 
flicker in cramped liv-
ing rooms, all against 
the constant back-
ground noise of shred-
ders whining and bal-
ing presses pounding 
below.

The smell of rub-
bish hangs heavy in 
the air as pickup trucks 
and handcarts crawl 
through narrow alley-
ways, unloading the 
day's collections while 
children weave between 
them chasing footballs.

It's a well-oiled ma-
chine, kicked into over-
drive by a war more 
than a thousand kilo-
metres away.

Cash upfront 

Romany specialises in 
recycled polyethylene, 
one of the world's most 
widely used plastics 

and a key ingredient in 
packaging.

According to the pric-
ing agency Independent 
Commodity Intelligence 
Services (ICIS), the Mid-
dle East is a major glo-
bal supplier of polyeth-
ylene, with around 85 
percent of its exports 
passing through the 
strait.

Egypt imports 
around 40 percent of its 
raw plastic materials, 
mainly from Gulf coun-
tries, Europe, China and 
South Korea, accord-
ing to the Chamber of 
Chemical Industries.

Packaging and plastic 
prices have more than 
doubled for some prod-
ucts, three industry 
sources told AFP, push-
ing manufacturers to-
wards locally recycled 
alternatives.

Factories that would 
normally delay payment 
started putting down 
cash upfront "because 
they were so eager to 
secure material", said 
Rizq Yousif, who mainly 
recycles PET, the plastic 
widely used in beverage 
and food packaging.

Yousif told AFP de-
mand had tripled, while 
prices for some recycled 
plastics increased by up 
to 60 per cent.

A temporary boom? 

The disruption has 
been good for local 
business all along the 
value chain.

"We have been in this 
business for 16 years," 
said Fayrouz El Sayed, 
chief executive of Sa-
dat City Chemical Fibre 
Factory, which produc-
es polyester fibres from 
used plastic bottles.

But only since the 
latest crisis have they 
managed to crack new 
markets as far away as 
Brazil, she said.

Nesma El Areef, sen-
ior marketing and sales 
manager at Uflex Egypt, 
which converts plastic 
waste into new packag-
ing materials, said de-
mand for the company's 
recycled products rose 
by up to 40 per cent.

"We saw a significant 
increase in orders, par-
ticularly from food and 
beverage manufactur-

ers, because we offered 
a more readily available 
alternative to imported 
materials," she told AFP.

Despite the gains, in-
dustry figures believe 
the boom could fade 
once supply routes 
stabilise.

Yousif said prices and 
demand began easing 
shortly after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump 
announced last month 
that negotiations with 
Iran were progressing.

"Just one post 
dropped the market. 
After the war, I am not 
sure this will last," he 
said.

But this week, Trump 
said the US was rein-
stating its blockade of 
Iranian ports and "tak-
ing over" the Strait of 
Hormuz as fresh fight-
ing between the two 
countries flared.

Orders have already 
picked back up, accord-
ing to both Romany and 
Yousif.

"We're used to it 
by now," Yousif said. 
"Whenever there's trou-
ble there, the customers 
start calling us."

Egypt's 'Garbage City' recyclers reap gains from Iran war plastic squeeze
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An Egyptian worker loads bails of plastic for recycling on a truck at the garbage city in the 
Manshiyet Nasser neighbourhood in Cairo on July 6

Thousands of Ethiopians rally 
against Tigray recruitment drive
ADDIS ABABA (AFP) — 
Thousands gathered in 
the Ethiopian capital on 
Saturday for a pro-gov-
ernment rally against an 
alleged forced recruit-
ment campaign by au-
thorities in the northern 
Tigray region.

AFP reported in June 
on the recruitment drive 
in Tigray — which fought 
a brutal civil war against 
the central government 
in 2020-2022 — citing 
youths who said they had 
escaped training camps 
or fled their homes to 
avoid roundups.

Human Rights Watch 
said earlier this month 
that security forces 
aligned with the Tigray 
People’s Liberation Front 
(TPLF), which has ruled 
the region for decades, 
were forcibly recruiting 
young men, including 
boys as young as 15.

“The Ethiopian govern-
ment must fulfil its duty 
to protect the people of 

Tigray,” read one banner 
carried by demonstrators 
in Addis Ababa.

Another read: “Stop 
trafficking combatants to 
Sudan!”

The Ethiopian gov-
ernment and some local 
media have accused the 
TPLF of forcibly send-
ing Tigrayans to Sudan, 
though no evidence has 
been provided to support 
the claim.

Relations between 
Ethiopia and Sudan have 
become increasingly 

strained, as have those 
between Addis Ababa and 
the TPLF despite a 2022 
peace deal that ended the 
devastating two-year war 
in Tigray that claimed at 
least 600,000 lives, ac-
cording to African Union 
estimates.

The ceasefire has never 
been fully implemented, 
and now both sides ac-
cuse the other of prepar-
ing a new offensive, with 
troops massing on the re-
gion’s border, according to 
security sources.

The TPLF “is forcibly 
rounding up the youth 
of Tigray, selling them 
to neighbouring Sudan 
through Eritrea, and ex-
posing them to war”, pro-
tester Bahlbi Tsegaye, 42, 
told AFP.

Former Tigrayan rebel 
leader Getachew Reda, 
who has since switched 
sides to join Ethiopia’s 
federal government as 
east African affairs min-
ister, was also at the rally.

The ceasefire 

has never 

been fully 

implemented...

India successfully launches first private orbital rocket
SRIHARIKOTA, India 
(AFP) — India’s first pri-
vately built orbital rock-
et took its maiden flight 
on Saturday, its company 
said, marking a signifi-
cant step for the South 
Asian giant as it eyes a 
bigger slice of the global 
space economy.

The Vikram-1 rocket, 
built by Skyroot Aero-
space and designed to 
carry small satellites 
into low-Earth orbit, 
took off from the Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre in 
Sriharikota amid loud 
cheers.

“Hello space, we have 
arrived!” Skyroot Aero-
space said in a post on X. 
“Vikram-1’s Test Flight-1 
has completed its mis-
sion. The first ever Indi-
an private sector launch 
has been successfully 
completed.”

Vikram-1 is about as 
tall as a seven-storey 
building and capable 
of carrying payloads 
weighing up to 350 
kilogrammes.

Pawan Goenka, chair-

man of the government’s 
Indian National Space 
Promotion and Authori-
sation Centre, said the 
achievement went “way 
beyond expectation 
for the very first or-
bital launch ever taken 
by an Indian private 
company”.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi hailed the en-
deavour as “a defining 
moment in India’s space 
journey”.

“The growing partici-
pation of our private sec-
tor is opening new fron-
tiers and accelerating 
innovation,” Modi said.

“This achievement 
will encourage count-
less youngsters to dream 
bigger and innovate 
fearlessly.”

The rocket is carry-
ing a diverse range of 
payloads, including a 
lab-grown diamond and 
robotic arms capable of 
removing space debris.

A miniature 18-ka-
rat gold rocket that has 
mini sculptures of In-
dian physicists Vikram 

Sarabhai, CV Raman and 
former Indian president 
and noted aerospace 
engineer APJ Abdul Ka-
lam is also aboard the 
vehicle.

India’s space ambi-
tions, built on decades 
of investment by the In-
dian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO), have 
gathered pace in recent 
years.

The country’s space 
economy — valued at 

around $8.4 billion — 
has rapidly expanded 
since the sector opened 
up to private players in 
2020, and is now home 
to more than 400 space 
startups.

 ‘New heights’ 

“India’s space ambitions 
soar to new heights!” 
Foreign Minister S. Jais-
hankar said after the 
successful launch.

In August 2023, India 
became only the fourth 
country to success-
fully land an unmanned 
spacecraft on the Moon, 
after Russia, the United 
States and China.

Former ISRO chair-
man K. Sivan hailed 
the work done by space 
startups, adding that the 
country was witnessing 
the “fruits of the seeds 
sown” when it opened 
up the sector to private 
players.

“With Skyroot espe-
cially, the rocket is one 
of the most challenging 
and complex technolo-
gies in the space sys-
tem... It is going to mo-
tivate many people,” he 
told AFP.

Sivan added that 
“there is no doubt” the 
launch will have a global 
impact.

“If an Indian star-
tup can make one of the 
most challenging things 
in the space industry, 
then it gives a huge 
boost to India’s reputa-
tion globally.”
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India's Skyroot Aerospace orbital rocket Vikram-1 blasts off 
from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Andhra Pradesh's 
Sriharikota on Saturday



Uganda school bus crash 
toll rises to 24 — police
KAMPALA (AFP) — The 
death toll from a school 
bus crash in Uganda has 
risen to 23 children and 
one adult, and all school 
field trips have been 
cancelled, police said on 
Friday night.

The east African coun-
try has a notorious road 
safety record, frequently 
recording bus or truck 
accidents along poorly 
maintained highways.

The bus was return-
ing to Kampala from a 
school trip to Sipi Falls 
in eastern Uganda on 
Thursday when it veered 
off the road, killing 20 
junior school children 
and one adult.

Since then, “three 
more pupils succumbed 
to injuries sustained in 
the crash while receiv-
ing medical treatment”, 
the police said.

Six of the dead have 
yet to be identified.

The driver, who is 
thought to have sus-

tained critical injuries, 
reportedly lost control 
of the vehicle, which 
veered off the road, 
struck a large stone and 
overturned, police said.

On Friday the educa-
tion ministry convened 
an emergency meeting 
and announced the tem-
porary suspension of all 
school trips nationwide.

The pause is to permit 
a “comprehensive inves-
tigation into the circum-
stances surrounding 
recent crashes involving 
school children”, im-
prove safety guidelines 
and give road safety 
training to schools and 
transport companies, 
police said.

All school groups cur-
rently on field trips have 
been told to report im-
mediately to the nearest 
police station.

“Where necessary, 
police officers will pro-
vide escorts to ensure 
the safe return of learn-

ers to their respective 
schools,” the police 
added.

The tragedy oc-
curred near Kaserem, 
more than 250 kilome-
tres from Kamapala, 
between Kapchorwa, 
where the spectacular 
Sipi Falls are located, 
and the city of Mbale.

Police shared an im-
age of a badly mangled 
and overturned bus, and 
said an investigation 
was under way.

Twenty three of the 
injured are still in Kap-
chorwa hospital.

Three other vehicles 
involved in the same trip 
for the children of King 
David Junior School in 
Kampala returned home 
safely, police said.

Fatal bus accidents 
are relatively common 
in Uganda.

In October, two bus-
es collided on a major 
highway, killing at least 
46 people.

Brazil high court says Argentina’s Milei cannot visit Bolsonaro
BRASÍLIA (AFP) — Bra-
zil’s top court on Satur-
day denied a request by 
Argentine President Javi-
er Milei to visit former 
Brazilian leader Jair 
Bolsonaro, who is under 
house arrest, a ruling ob-
tained by AFP showed.

Milei is expected to at-
tend the convention of 
Bolsonaro’s Liberal Party 
on July 25 in Sao Paulo, 
at which Bolsonaro’s son 
Flavio, a senator, is ex-
pected to be named the 
conservative movement’s 
candidate for the upcom-
ing October polls.

Bolsonaro’s attorneys 
had asked that Milei be 
able to see Bolsonaro at 
that time, but Supreme 
Court Justice Alexandre 
de Moraes banned all 
visits to the ex-president 
for 30 days late Friday, as 
punishment for publica-
tion of a letter transmit-
ted by his son.

That violated a ban 
on his use of social me-
dia, including via third 
parties.

Moraes said on Sat-

urday that Milei’s re-
quest was moot due to 
the overall ban. Doctors, 
physical therapists and 
Bolsonaro’s attorneys are 
exempt and can still visit 
him.

Bolsonaro, 71, is serv-
ing a 27-year sentence for 

plotting a coup to over-
turn the results of the 
2022 election, in which 
he was defeated by Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva. He is banned from 
public office, though he is 
appealing.

He was moved to house 

arrest in March for health 
reasons.

Moraes said that addi-
tionally Bolsonaro cannot 
have any visits for “politi-
cal or electoral purposes” 
until after the elections, 
nor can he disseminate 
any political messages.

Flavio Bolsonaro — 
who was specifically 
barred earlier this month 
from seeing his father for 
90 days, or until after the 
election’s first round — 
has hit out at Moraes over 
his decisions, calling them 
politically motivated.

The visit request had 
also included Argentine 
Foreign Minister Pa-
blo Quirno, Milei’s sister 
Karina, who serves in 
his government, and a 
translator.

Since 2023, Milei and 
Bolsonaro have presented 
themselves as ideological 
allies in Latin America’s 
new political right. Lula’s 
relations with Milei are 
not as friendly.

Bolsonaro’s attorney 
Joao Henrique de Freitas 
questioned the “motiva-
tion and proportional-
ity” of the rulings on X, 
saying: “Brazil deserves 
transparency, not conven-
ient coincidences.”

In October’s election, 
Flavio Bolsonaro is ex-
pected to face Lula, who 
is seeking reelection.

Continued from page 1

Truck gate move-
ments also increased 
to 188,927, up from 
182,490, reflecting 
continued efficien-
cy across the supply 
chain, according to a 
statement by the ACT.  

ACT attributed the 
performance to invest-
ments made over the 
past year, including the 
refurbishment of quay-
side infrastructure and 
the deployment of new 
ship-to-shore cranes, 
which have enhanced 
vessel handling ca-
pacity and operational 
productivity despite 
geopolitical challeng-
es affecting regional 
shipping schedules 
and changes in vessel 
sizes.

The terminal also 
strengthened its po-
sition as a regional 
logistics hub by han-
dling eight vessels car-
rying more than 5,000 
TEUs, including one 
vessel that recorded a 
throughput of 10,884 
TEUs, the highest 
container throughput 
handled at the termi-
nal, according to the 
statement.

During the reporting 
period, ACT also wel-

comed the KOTA OD-
YSSEY, Jordan’s first 
LNG-powered con-
tainer vessel to make 
a maiden call, while 
handling 4,412 TEUs 
of trans-shipment 
cargo in response to 
evolving regional trade 
patterns.

Commercially, ACT 
reported continued 
customer confidence, 
reflected in a high Net 
Promoter Score. 

The company also 
advanced the rollout 
of APM Terminals’ glo-
bal Contract Lifecycle 
Management system, 
aimed at improving 
contract management, 
transparency, compli-
ance, customer col-
laboration and opera-
tional efficiency.

Health, safety, secu-
rity and environmental 
performance remained 
a key focus throughout 
the reporting period. 

ACT conducted sev-
eral emergency pre-
paredness exercises, 
including oil spill and 
bromine release re-
sponse drills in co-
operation with key 
stakeholders. 

The exercises re-
ceived positive evalu-
ations from the Aqaba 
Special Economic Zone 
Authority (ASEZA). 

The company also 
completed multiple 
external safety and 
security audits, in-
cluding assessments 
by ASEZA-appointed 
auditors, the Social Se-
curity Corporation and 
a comprehensive secu-
rity audit conducted 
under Maersk’s global 
standards, it said. 

On the sustainabil-
ity front, ACT reported 
a 29 per cent reduc-
tion in greenhouse gas 
emissions compared 
with its 2022 baseline, 
including a 75 per cent 
reduction in electrici-
ty-related emissions. 

The progress was 
supported by ongo-
ing work toward ISO 
50001 Energy Manage-

ment System certifi-
cation, development 
of a 6-megawatt solar 
power project, deploy-
ment of reefer electric-
ity monitoring system, 
and the expansion 
of electric-powered 
equipment to reduce 
diesel consumption.

 The company said 
that these initiatives 
support its targets of 
reducing emissions by 
65 per cent by 2030 
and achieving net-zero 
emissions by 2040.

“Our performance in 
the first half of 2026 
reflects the strength 
of our operational ca-
pabilities, the trust of 
our customers and the 
dedication of our peo-
ple,” said Jose Rueda, 
chief executive officer 
of Aqaba Container 
Terminal.

He said that the com-
pany remains focused 
on delivering reliable 
and efficient services 
while advancing safe-
ty, sustainability, and 
community impact, 
adding that ACT will 
continue strengthen-
ing Aqaba’s position as 
a strategic gateway for 
Jordan and the wid-
er region as regional 
trade dynamics evolve.

Continued from page 1

Malhas added that 
the fund’s recent stra-
tegic partnerships 
would broaden its in-
vestment opportuni-
ties, support national 
projects aligned with 
Jordan’s Economic 
Modernisation Vision 
and strengthen its role 
as a long-term institu-
tional investor.

Chief Executive Of-
ficer Izzeddin Kana-
krieh also said that 
maintaining strong in-
vestment performance 
required disciplined 
portfolio management, 
prudent risk manage-
ment and timely in-
vestment decisions.

He added that the 
fund continued to 
strengthen its portfo-
lios through active in-
vestment management, 
ongoing assessment 
of new opportunities 
and disciplined ex-
ecution of investment 
decisions to support 
sustainable long-term 
returns.

During the first half 
of 2026, the fund said 
it had launched sev-
eral strategic invest-
ment initiatives aimed 
at expanding its re-

gional partnerships 
and strengthening its 
long-term investment 
platform.

Among the key de-
velopments was the 
establishment of the 
Jordanian-Omani In-
vestment Company in 
partnership with the 
Oman Investment Au-
thority, with initial 
capital of $100 million. 
The company will pur-
sue joint investments 
in sectors including 
information and com-
munications technol-
ogy, agriculture, phar-
maceuticals, energy, 
mining, tourism, logis-
tics and infrastructure 
in both Jordan and 
Oman.

The fund also com-
pleted procedures to 
acquire a 7 per cent 
stake in the Aqaba 
Railway Project Com-
pany, marking its first 
investment in the rail-
way transport sector 
through a Jordanian-
Emirati partnership, 
according to the 
statement. 

“The investment is 
expected to support 
the development of a 
major national infra-
structure project while 
enhancing the value of 

the fund’s investments 
in Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company and 
Arab Potash Company 
through lower trans-
port costs, improved 
logistics and great-
er competitiveness 
for Jordan’s mining 
sector.”

The SSIF also signed 
a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding with the 
Arab Mining Company 
to assess the feasibil-
ity of establishing a 
strategic partnership 
to develop a phosphate 
fertiliser manufactur-

ing project, support-
ing efforts to increase 
value added from Jor-
dan’s natural resourc-
es, it said. 

Another Memoran-
dum of Understand-
ing was signed with 
the Saudi Jordanian 
Investment Fund to 
identify, evaluate and 
develop investment op-
portunities across key 
sectors of the Jorda-
nian economy.

Since the beginning 
of the year, the fund 
said it has contin-
ued to increase its in-
vestments in several 
companies listed on 
the Amman Stock Ex-
change, particularly in 
the banking and min-
ing sectors, focusing on 
companies with strong 
financial performance, 
sound governance and 
sustainable dividend 
records.

By the end of June, 
the fund’s holdings 
represented approxi-
mately 13.5 per cent 
of the Amman Stock 
Exchange’s total mar-
ket capitalisation, re-
inforcing its position 
as one of Jordan’s larg-
est institutional inves-
tors, according to the 
statement.
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SSIF says assets rose 
to JD19.7b in first half of 2026

ACT reports ‘strong’ first-half performance 
as transit cargo surges 177%

‘Our 

performance 

in the first half 

of 2026 reflects 

the strength of 

our operational 

capabilities...’

‘The investment 

is expected to 

support the 

development of 

a major national 

infrastructure 

project...’

Iran’s Guard say tankers exploded 
from Hormuz mines as US strikes continue
TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard 
said on Saturday that 
two oil tankers exploded 
after hitting mines in 
the Strait of Hormuz, as 
the United States and 
Tehran continued to 
trade drone and missile 
strikes.

“An hour ago, two oil 
tankers, which were 
trying to pass through 
the minefield south of 
the Strait of Hormuz 
by deceptive American 
intelligence agencies, 
exploded and caught 
fire,” the Guard said in a 
statement published by 
state news agency IRNA, 
without identifying the 
tankers.

The Revolutionary 
Guard also said on state 
television they “stopped” 
four ships trying to tran-
sit the critical waterway.

US forces, meanwhile, 
reported striking Iran 
for the seventh consecu-
tive night with attacks 
designed to “continue 
degrading Iranian mili-
tary capabilities”, ac-
cording to a statement 
by US Central Command 

shared on X.
In the biggest escala-

tion since the foes re-
sumed hostilities, Iran 
accused US forces of 
targeting civilian infra-

structure, including an 
airport, a railway station 
and two bridges, and 
said it had struck US as-
sets across the region.

US President Donald 

Trump has previously 
threatened to hit Iranian 
infrastructure, but there 
was no confirmation 
from the US side on Fri-
day that US forces have 

begun to do so.
Maj. Gen. Mohsen Re-

zaei, a senior military ad-
viser to Iran’s supreme 
leader, said Tehran will 
resume “full-scale of-

fensive operations” if US 
strikes against it con-
tinue for another two or 
three days.

“Iran will no longer 
limit itself to retaliatory, 

like-for-like responses...
and no political bor-
der will be safe,” Rezaei 
said, according to the 
Iranian news agency 
IRIB.

The war began on 
February 28 with dead-
ly US-Israeli strikes on 
Iran, which retaliated by 
effectively closing the 
Strait of Hormuz, a vi-
tal shipping channel for 
much of the world’s oil, 
and launching attacks 
on Israel and Ameri-
can interests across the 
Gulf.

Iranian Revolution-
ary Guard aerospace 
force commander Majid 
Mousavi said “targeted 
strikes from across Iran 
against the enemy will 
continue” until the US 
ends operations against 
Iran’s coastal facilities 
in the south and around 
the strait.

Iran’s energy ministry 
urged citizens to reduce 
their electricity use and 
switch off air condition-
ers in peak hours — 
even as temperatures in 
some areas soared — af-
ter the power grid came 

under strain from what 
it said were US strikes 
on energy facilities.

Iran’s military had 
threatened infrastruc-
ture across the region 
in the event of any at-
tacks on its own, and on 
Friday launched wide-
spread strikes.

Iran’s health ministry 
said at least 38 people 
have been killed and 
more than 400 wound-
ed in the country since 
fighting resumed.

Mediators have at-
tempted to bring both 
sides back to the nego-
tiating table and China 
and Pakistan called for 
the US and Iran to stop 
fighting and resume 
talks.

As part of the wid-
er escalation, the US 
has also reimposed its 
blockade of Iran’s ports, 
and attacks on ships in 
the Strait of Hormuz 
have continued with the 
UK Maritime Trade Op-
erations agency on Fri-
day saying a tanker was 
struck by a projectile 
off the coast of Oman 
overnight.

AFP photo

 This screen grab made on Saturday from handout video footage released by the US Central Command on Friday shows what the US military says is the latest wave 
of precision strikes on strategic Iranian military sites

AFP photo
 

This combination of photos created on Saturday shows Argentina’s President Javier Milei 
looking on during the World Economic Forum (WEF) annual meeting in Davos on January 
21 and former Brazilian president (2019-2022) Jair Bolsonaro leaving the DF Star hospital in 
Brasilia on September 14, 2025



By Raad Mahmoud Al-Tal

Universities are no longer institutions whose pri-
mary mission is limited to teaching and con-
ducting academic research. In modern econo-

mies, they have become key drivers of innovation, 
productivity and economic growth, playing a central 
role in building knowledge-based economies and en-
hancing national competitiveness. Recognising this 
transformation, Jordan’s Economic Modernisation 
Vision places innovation, applied research, and tech-
nology transfer at the core of the country’s long-term 
economic transformation strategy.

Against this backdrop, the University of Jordan has 
demonstrated a clear commitment to advancing the 
objectives of the Economic Modernisation Vision. The 
Third Honorary Professors Forum, held under the pa-
tronage of His Royal Highness Crown Prince Al Hus-
sein and themed “The Role of Universities in Leading 
the National Innovation System”, reflected this com-
mitment by bringing together distinguished academ-
ics and experts from around the world to explore how 
universities can strengthen partnerships with indus-
try, promote entrepreneurship and transform scientific 
knowledge into tangible economic value. These priori-
ties closely align with one of the Vision’s fundamental 
objectives: Building a more productive economy driven 
by innovation rather than traditional growth models.

Perhaps the forum’s greatest achievement was its 
ability to translate these ambitions into concrete ac-
tion. During the event, the University of Jordan signed 
a series of cooperation agreements and Memoranda of 
Understanding with leading Jordanian and regional 
companies specialising in research, innovation, in-
dustrial development and technology transfer. These 
partnerships represent far more than conventional ac-
ademic collaboration. They establish a framework for 
converting scientific research into commercially viable 
products, technologies, and services capable of gener-
ating real economic value and supporting sustainable 
development.

The agreements focus on strategic sectors includ-
ing water technologies, chemical industries, fertilisers 
and medical technologies areas that offer significant 
value-added potential for the Jordanian economy. By 
linking scientific research directly to productive in-
dustries, the University is helping address national 
development priorities while supporting industrial 
competitiveness. Collaborative projects in water har-
vesting technologies, soil improvement and advanced 
medical devices are expected not only to generate sci-
entific breakthroughs but also to improve industrial 
efficiency, reduce reliance on imported technologies, 
strengthen domestic innovation capabilities, and cre-
ate high-value products that can compete in regional 
and international markets.

An equally significant milestone was the inaugura-
tion the Science Venture Foundry (SVF) by His Royal 
Highness the Crown Prince. The SVF represents a vi-
tal bridge between scientific discovery and commer-
cial application by providing an integrated ecosystem 
that supports entrepreneurship, incubates innovative 
ideas, and enables researchers to transform their dis-
coveries into competitive start-up companies capable 
of attracting investment and expanding into new mar-
kets. International experience has consistently shown 
that university spin-offs have become major engines 
of innovation, employment creation and economic di-
versification in many of the world’s most advanced 
economies.

From an economic perspective, these initiatives re-
flect one of the most effective mechanisms for convert-
ing knowledge into productive capital. Every patent 
that reaches commercialisation, every research project 
that evolves into a marketable technology and every 
university-based startup that succeeds in the mar-
ketplace contributes directly to gross domestic prod-
uct, creates high-quality employment opportunities, 
strengthens exports and raises overall productivity. 
These outcomes lie at the heart of Jordan’s Economic 
Modernisation Vision, whose ultimate objective is to 
achieve sustainable economic growth while expanding 
employment opportunities for Jordanians.

This is precisely the development model adopted 
by leading knowledge economies around the world, 
where universities have evolved beyond their tradi-
tional educational role to become engines of innova-
tion, investment, entrepreneurship and technological 
advancement. Their success is measured not only by 
the quality of their graduates or the number of pub-
lished research papers, but by their ability to generate 
patents, establish successful startups, attract invest-
ment, and produce technologies that improve people’s 
lives and strengthen national competitiveness.

The success of Jordan’s Economic Modernisation 
Vision therefore depends not only on effective public 
policies but also on institutions capable of generat-
ing knowledge, collaborating closely with the private 
sector, and transforming research into investment 
opportunities, commercial products and competitive 
industries. Through its growing network of strategic 
partnerships, advanced research infrastructure and 
commitment to innovation, the University of Jordan 
is demonstrating that it is far more than an academic 
institution. It is emerging as a strategic partner in Jor-
dan’s economic transformation helping build a more 
productive, innovation-driven, and globally competi-
tive economy by turning knowledge into wealth, re-
search into industry and innovation into sustainable 
economic growth.
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Export growth alone is 
not enough to judge the 
success of an economy. A 

country may export more while 
remaining locked into simple, 
low-value or primary products. 
This is why the Economic Com-
plexity Index (ECI), developed 
by Harvard’s Growth Lab, has 
emerged as a more comprehen-
sive measure of long-term eco-
nomic development. 

The index assesses not only 
the diversity of a country’s ex-
ports but also the sophistica-
tion and rarity of those prod-
ucts relative to the rest of the 
world. It reflects the amount of 
knowledge, technology, skills 
and institutional capabil-
ity embedded in production. 
Countries that export a wide 
range of technologically ad-
vanced products score highly, 
while those dependent on raw 
materials or basic commodi-
ties receive lower rankings. 

Jordan ranked 26th globally 
in 2001, but by 2023 its posi-
tion had fallen to 45th, repre-
senting a decline of 19 places 
over 22 years, despite improve-
ments in several other econom-
ic indicators. The real concern 
is not merely Jordan’s current 
ranking, but the fact that it 
once occupied a much stronger 
position. This suggests that 
Jordan’s productive capabili-
ties have not evolved as rap-
idly as those of competing 
economies, causing its relative 
standing to decline even as ex-
ports continued to grow. More 
broadly, Jordan remains po-
sitioned around the middle of 
the global rankings, perform-
ing below what its educational 
achievements and human capi-
tal would suggest. 

Perhaps even more signifi-
cant is the long-term trend. 
Jordanian studies indicate that 
the economy has become less 
complex over the past decade. 
The decline in its relative rank-
ing reflects the fact that many 
other countries have upgraded 
their industrial capabilities 
and diversified their export 
baskets at a much faster pace. 

Why has this happened? The 
first reason lies in the structure 
of Jordan’s exports. The coun-
try’s export basket continues 
to rely heavily on phosphates, 

potash, fer-
tilisers, gar-
ments, food 
p r o d u c t s 
and certain 
c h e m i c a l 
industries. 
These sec-
tors are 
u n d o u b t -
edly impor-
tant — they 
g e n e r a t e 
foreign ex-
c h a n g e 
e a r n i n g s 
and create 
e m p l o y -

ment — but they are not suf-
ficient on their own to propel 
Jordan into the ranks of the 
world’s more complex econo-
mies. The Economic Complex-
ity Index rewards countries 
that export machinery, preci-
sion equipment, electronics, 
industrial components, spe-
cialised chemicals, medical de-
vices and other products that 
only a limited number of coun-
tries can manufacture compet-
itively. 

Second, Jordan has not yet 
succeeded in transforming its 
strong educational base into 
an equally strong productive 
base. Every year, the country 
graduates large numbers of 
engineers, pharmacists and in-
formation technology special-
ists. However, many of these 
highly skilled professionals 
either work abroad or are em-
ployed in service industries 
whose value is not fully reflect-
ed in export-based measures of 
complexity. This creates a clear 
paradox: Jordan possesses 
substantial human capital, yet 
its institutions have not con-
verted enough of that knowl-
edge into sophisticated, ex-
portable industrial products. 

Third, investment in re-
search, development and inno-
vation has remained relatively 
modest. At the same time, col-
laboration between universi-
ties and industry has been 
weak. In highly complex econ-
omies, universities do not op-
erate in isolation; they play a 
central role in developing new 
products, advanced materi-
als and innovative production 
processes. In Jordan, however, 

much academic research re-
mains disconnected from the 
practical needs of businesses 
and international markets. 

Fourth, Jordanian manufac-
turing faces structural chal-
lenges arising from the coun-
try’s relatively small domestic 
market and the high cost of 
production, particularly en-
ergy, financing and transpor-
tation. Regional instability 
and border closures over the 
past decade have further con-
strained firms’ ability to ex-
pand into new markets. Since 
the 1990s, Jordan’s strategic 
vision has emphasised great-
er integration with advanced 
economies, which generally 
offer larger and more stable 
markets than many neighbour-
ing countries. Yet this objec-
tive has only been partially 
realised. In addition, Jordan’s 
participation in global value 
chains remains relatively lim-
ited, reducing opportunities 
for technology transfer, indus-
trial learning and productivity 
growth. 

Fifth, industrial policy has 
not always been sufficiently 
focused or consistent. Econom-
ic complexity cannot be in-
creased simply by supporting 
every sector equally. Instead, 
governments must identify in-
dustries that build upon exist-
ing capabilities while enabling 
movement into higher-value 
products. Jordan does not 
need to start from scratch. It 
already possesses competitive 
foundations in pharmaceu-
ticals, fertilisers, chemicals, 
information technology and 
renewable energy. The chal-
lenge is to move these sectors 
beyond traditional production 
toward more specialised and 
technologically sophisticated 
products. 

In the phosphate sector, for 
example, the objective should 
not be merely to increase ex-
ports of raw materials, but 
to expand production of spe-
cialised fertilisers, industrial 
chemicals and battery materi-
als. In pharmaceuticals, Jor-
dan can move beyond generic 
medicines into biotechnology, 
clinical research, medical de-
vices and active pharmaceuti-
cal ingredients. In the energy 

sector, opportunities exist to 
manufacture components for 
solar energy systems, energy 
storage technologies, green 
hydrogen and associated engi-
neering services. 

Jordan should also recognize 
digital exports and knowledge-
based services as integral 
components of economic com-
plexity, even if they are not 
fully captured by traditional 
merchandise trade indicators. 
Software development, cyber-
security, digital financial serv-
ices, engineering design, and 
creative industries all have the 
potential to become significant 
sources of value creation and 
export earnings. 

The objective, therefore, is 
not simply to increase exports 
but to transform their compo-
sition. This requires a coherent 
industrial policy, a dedicated 
innovation and advanced man-
ufacturing fund, incentives 
linked to technology transfer 
and workforce development, 
government procurement poli-
cies that encourage advanced 
domestic production, and 
stronger partnerships between 
universities and the private 
sector. 

Jordan’s declining position 
in economic complexity should 
not be viewed as a final verdict 
but rather as an early warn-
ing. The country possesses 
the educational and industrial 
foundations needed to reverse 
the trend, but it must acceler-
ate its transition from export-
ing what is readily available to 
producing goods and services 
that embody greater knowl-
edge, technological sophistica-
tion and value added.

Ultimately, the question that 
should guide Jordan’s econom-
ic policy is not simply: How can 
we increase the value of our 
exports? Rather, it should be: 
How can we ensure that every 
dinar of exports contains more 
knowledge, technology and 
value added? Only then will 
economic growth represent not 
merely an increase in quanti-
ties produced, but a genuine 
enhancement of the nation’s 
productive capabilities. 

The writer is a former Jordanian 
minister of state for economic affairs.

By Hasan Dajah

Since the outbreak of the 
recent military confronta-
tion between the United 

States and Israel on one side, 
and Iran on the other, the Strait 
of Hormuz has returned to the 
forefront of the geopolitical 
scene as one of the most dan-
gerous maritime chokepoints 
and one of the most influential 
on the global economy. The main 
question is no longer Iran’s mil-
itary capability to disrupt navi-
gation, but rather the ability of 
the international economic sys-
tem to absorb the political and 
economic repercussions of any 
prolonged disruption in this 
vital waterway. The strait is no 
longer merely a regional water-
way, but has become a strategic 
artery where the interests of 
major powers intersect and any 
crisis there directly impacts en-
ergy markets, supply chains, in-
ternational trade and global fi-
nancial stability, making it one 
of the most important determi-
nants of international economic 
security in an international 
environment characterised by 
increasing geopolitical compe-
tition.

The strategic importance of 
the Strait of Hormuz stems from 
its being one of the most promi-
nent energy and trade arteries 
in the world; Approximately 
one-fifth of the world’s oil trade 
passes through the Strait of 
Hormuz, along with vast quan-
tities of liquefied natural gas, 
particularly exports from the 
Gulf states to Asian and Euro-
pean markets. Large numbers of 
energy tankers and commercial 
vessels carrying raw materials, 
industrial goods and food also 
transit the strait. Therefore, any 
disruption to navigation not 
only leads to higher oil and gas 
prices but also increases trans-
portation and marine insurance 
costs, delays in shipments, and 
disruptions to production and 
supply chains. This translates 
into higher inflation rates, re-
duced purchasing power and 
slower growth, especially in en-

ergy-importing economies reli-
ant on maritime trade.

Despite escalating threats to 
close the strait, historical expe-
rience shows that international 
straits have rarely been com-
pletely closed, even during the 
most intense wars. The Iran-
Iraq War witnessed what be-
came known as the “Tanker 
War”, during which hundreds 
of ships were targeted, yet navi-
gation continued. Similarly, the 
Turkish straits remained rela-
tively open during the Russian-
Ukrainian War, while the inter-
national community focused on 
establishing safe passages to 
protect trade. These precedents 
confirm that disrupting vital 
straits harms the entire global 
economy, not just the parties to 
the conflict.

In this context, the Law of 
the Sea is no longer merely a 
legal framework for regulating 
navigation, but has become a 
cornerstone of geopolitical sta-
bility and the protection of the 
global economy, given its direct 
link to the security of interna-
tional waterways. 

The 1982 United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea, 
particularly Articles 37–44, es-
tablished a system of transit 
passage that guarantees the 
continuity of navigation in in-
ternational straits, granting 
coastal states limited regulato-
ry powers related to navigation-
al safety, environmental pro-
tection and maritime security, 
without extending to disrupting 
transit or imposing restrictions 
that infringe upon the essence 
of freedom of navigation. Fur-
thermore, while the law of mar-
itime armed conflict grants bel-
ligerent states the authority to 
intercept enemy warships and 
impose naval blockades under 
specific regulations, it does not 
permit the complete closure of 
international straits or the in-
fringement upon the rights of 
neutral states. 

This has been confirmed by 
international precedents in the 
Corfu Strait, the tanker war in 
the Gulf and the Black Sea cri-

ses, which have demonstrated 
that protecting the free flow of 
navigation remains an interna-
tional priority even in the con-
text of armed conflicts. Strate-
gically, the problem lies not in 
the military capability to close 
the Strait, but rather in the re-
sulting political and economic 
costs. Disrupting navigation 
would lead to higher energy 
prices, increased marine insur-
ance premiums, financial mar-
ket turmoil and higher com-
modity prices due to increased 
transportation costs.

In turn, it would push major 
economies to accelerate their 
search for strategic alterna-
tives, whether through expand-
ing pipelines, developing alter-
native ports or speeding up the 
transition to alternative energy 
sources, which could gradually 
diminish the strait’s geopoliti-
cal importance.

For this reason, the threat of 
closing the Strait of Hormuz is 
seen more as a deterrent and a 
political bargaining chip than a 
viable strategic option. All par-
ties, including the Gulf states, 
Iran and major economic pow-
ers, have vested interests in 
the continued flow of trade and 

energy through this waterway. 
Furthermore, global markets 
typically react more to the pos-
sibility of closure than to its 
actual occurrence. A heightened 
level of risk is enough to drive 
up oil prices, increase shipping 
and insurance costs, and con-
sequently impact food prices, 
industrial output and global 
trade. The Gulf states also un-
derstand that any prolonged 
disruption to navigation would 
directly impact their exports, 
revenues, and investor confi-
dence. Iran, for its part, recog-
nises that a complete closure 
would restrict its exports, in-
crease economic and diplo-
matic pressure on it and po-
tentially justify an expanded 
international military presence 
to protect freedom of naviga-
tion.

Therefore, the future of the 
Strait of Hormuz will not be 
determined by military force 
alone, but by a complex equa-
tion combining deterrence, eco-
nomic interests, legal norms 
and international balances. 
The most likely scenario is not 
a complete closure, but rather 
continued management of ten-
sions within the Strait, allowing 
it to remain a strategic pressure 
tool without leading to a total 
disruption of maritime traffic.

History has shown that in-
ternational straits have always 
been arenas of competition 
among major powers, but they 
have rarely become completely 
closed waterways, as the cost 
of such an action far outweighs 
any temporary military gains. 
In a world dependent on inter-
connected supply chains and 
global energy markets, freedom 
of navigation has become a stra-
tegic imperative for the stabili-
ty of the international economy. 
This makes maintaining the 
free flow of traffic through the 
Strait of Hormuz a shared in-
terest that transcends regional 
conflict calculations and is cen-
tral to global economic security.

Hasan Dajah is professor of strategic 
studies at Al Hussein Bin Talal University

Advancing Jordan’s economic complexity

The Strait of Hormuz: Between 
geopolitics and the law of the sea
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AMMAN (JT) — Truck 
movement to and from 
the Aqaba Special Eco-
nomic Zone increased 
by 23 per cent during 
the first four months of 
a new truck entry and 
exit management sys-
tem, the Aqaba Special 
Economic Zone Author-
ity (ASEZA) said on Sat-
urday.

The system, operated 
by Maqta Ayla, record-
ed nearly 445,000 truck 
trips between March 
1 and June 30, averag-
ing around 3,700 trips 
per day, according to 
an ASEZA statement 
carried by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra.

June recorded the 
highest level of activ-
ity during the four-
month period, with 
about 125,000 com-
pleted permits, a 20 per 
cent increase from the 
105,000 permits issued 
in May. 

March and April re-
corded about 106,000 
and 108,000 completed 
permits, respectively.

Daily truck traffic in 
June averaged about 
4,200 trips, with the 

highest single-day vol-
ume reaching 4,920 
trips, the statement 
said.

ASEZA said that the 
current daily average 
compares with around 
3,000 truck trips per 

day in 2025, reflecting 
a 23 per cent increase 
in freight movement to 
and from the zone.

The authority attrib-
uted the rise to grow-
ing logistics and ship-
ping activity through 

Aqaba despite ongoing 
regional developments, 
saying that the trend 
reinforces the port 
city's role in support-
ing trade, transporta-
tion and regional sup-
ply chains.

ASEZA added that the 
figures highlight the 
need for continued in-
vestment in infrastruc-
ture and operational 
efficiency to ensure the 
smooth movement of 
freight traffic.

Aqaba truck traffic rises 23% under 
new management system — ASEZA

ASEZA file photo

The ASEZA says that truck movement in the port city has increased by 23 per cent during the first four months of a new truck 
entry and exit management system

Petra photo

The Jordanian Businessmen Association holds the Ninth Conference of Jordanian Businessmen 
and Investors Abroad on Saturday under the theme of 'Investment Opportunities with a 
Global Vision'

AMMAN (JT) — The 
Jordanian Business-
men Association (JBA) 
held the Ninth Con-
ference of Jordanian 
Businessmen and In-
vestors Abroad on Sat-
urday under the theme 
of "Investment Oppor-
tunities with a Global 
Vision".

Major structural re-
visions to the national 
investment framework 
designed to fast-track 
the entry of expatriate 
capital led the open-
ing proceedings of the 
conference, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, 
reported.

The convention fo-
cused on expanding 
private sector partici-
pation, diversifying 
long-term commercial 
investments and miti-
gating regional supply 
chain vulnerabilities.

The primary policy 
focus cantered on the 
2026 amendments to 
the investment envi-
ronment bylaws.  

The updated regu-
lations introduce a 
"key" structural shift 
for companies reg-
istered outside Jor-
dan can now secure 
full domestic invest-
ment incentives, fast-
tracked licensing and 
"preferred" regulatory 
treatment, provided 
that Jordanian nation-
als hold at least a 50 
per cent equity stake 
or maintain docu-
mented operational 
control. 

This legal modifica-
tion aims to remove 
historical cross-bor-
der corporate registra-
tion barriers and draw 
direct equity invest-
ments from citizens 
residing abroad.

Delivering the open-
ing address on behalf 
of the prime minister, 
Investment Minister 
Tareq Abu Ghazaleh 
said that the current 
global economic cli-
mate demands insti-
tutional agility to turn 
macroeconomic pres-

sures into industrial 
opportunities. 

Abu Ghazaleh not-
ed that the executive 
priorities under the 
state's economic road-
map focus on boost-
ing manufacturing 
productivity and digi-
tising public sector 
procedures to lower 
overhead costs for in-
coming investors.

The regulatory 
changes follow an up-
ward trend in cross-
border capital inflows. 

JBA President Ay-
man Alawneh said that 
worker remittances to 
the Kingdom rose 13 
per cent during the 
first four months of 
2026, totalling around 
$1.6 billion.

The JBA, which or-
ganised the assembly 
alongside the minis-
tries of investment 
and foreign affairs, is 
working to establish 
institutional channels 
to guide these capital 
flows away from pas-
sive real estate hold-
ings and into active 

corporate equities and 
public-private part-
nership (PPP) infra-
structure projects.

Addressing the re-
gional trade environ-
ment, Ministry of For-
eign Affairs Secretary 
General Dhaifallah 
Fayez said that inter-
national economic di-
plomacy is currently 
opening new trade 
corridors to counter 
elevated shipping fees, 
high regional financ-
ing costs and broader 
logistical challenges.

Fayez outlined im-
mediate project pipe-
lines available for 
commercial invest-
ment, including utili-
ty-scale renewable en-
ergy grid integration, 
industrial mining, in-
formation technology, 
tourism infrastructure 
and logistics hubs. 

These sectors are 
supported by pref-
erential trade agree-
ments designed to es-
tablish the country as 
a regional re-export 
and industrial storage 
centre.

The conference 
framework is organ-
ised across four spe-
cialised panel ses-
sions. The first session 
evaluated the execu-
tive performance met-
rics of the Economic 
Modernisation Vision 
for 2026–2029, focus-
ing on building macr-
oeconomic resilience.

Subsequent pan-
els analysed private-
sector project deliv-
ery, foreign economic 
diplomacy strategies 
in emerging markets, 
and specific financing 
mechanisms to local-
ise expatriate capital 
through joint ventures.

The assembly will 
conclude with a com-
prehensive policy 
roadmap listing spe-
cific operational steps 
to improve ease-of-
doing-business in-
dicators across key 
sectors, according to 
Petra.

Worker remittances to Kingdom 
rises 13% during first four months, 
totalling around $1.6 billion — JBA

AMMAN (JT) — Minis-
ter of Investment Tareq 
Abu Ghazaleh said that 
recent amendments to 
the country's citizen-
ship- and residency-by-
investment programme 
mark a “significant” shift 
towards attracting high-
er-quality investments 
that generate tangible 
economic benefits, cre-
ate jobs, and support 
balanced development 
across the Kingdom.

In an interview with 
Jordan TV, Abu Ghaz-
aleh noted that the 
revised regulations 
strengthen the econom-
ic impact of the pro-
gramme by raising in-
vestment requirements 
for applicants seeking 
citizenship through the 
Amman Stock Exchange 
(ASE), while introduc-
ing stronger incentives 
to direct investment to-
wards the governorates 
and priority national 
sectors.

He stressed that the 
success of the pro-
gramme should be 
measured not by the 
number of citizenships 
or residencies granted, 
but by its ability to at-
tract "productive" in-
vestments, generate em-
ployment, and stimulate 
sustainable economic 
growth throughout 
Jordan, according to a 
Ministry of Investment 
statement. 

Since its launch in 
2018, the citizenship-by-
investment programme 

has attracted more than 
JD1.15 billion in invest-
ments, benefitting 685 
investors and creating 
over 21,000 jobs for Jor-
danians by the end of 
the first half of 2026, he 
said.

Abu Ghazaleh noted 
that the programme's 
economic impact ac-
celerated during the 
first half of 2026, with 
investment linked to 
the initiative exceeding 
JD72 million, compared 
to around JD37 million 
during the same period 
in 2025 nearly doubling 
year-on-year.

Employment gener-
ated by projects under 
the programme also in-
creased significantly, 
rising from 230 jobs in 
the first half of 2025 to 

820 jobs during the same 
period in 2026, more 
than tripling, underscor-
ing the growing contri-
bution of these invest-
ments to job creation 
and economic activity.

He said that the lat-
est amendments are de-
signed to build on these 
achievements by attract-
ing investments with 
greater added value, 
creating more sustain-
able employment oppor-
tunities, and promoting 
balanced development 
across all governorates.

Addressing the region-
al development com-
ponent of the reforms, 
Abu Ghazaleh said that 
balanced development 
is a key objective of the 
amendments, which 
seek to channel a larger 

share of investments 
outside the capital.

Under the previous 
regulations, residency 
through real estate in-
vestment required the 
purchase of property 
worth at least JD200, 
000 from a property de-
veloper, regardless of 
location. 

Under the new rules, 
investors can obtain 
residency by purchas-
ing property valued at a 
minimum of JD150, 000 
if it is located outside 
Amman.

He said that the meas-
ure aims not only to 
stimulate the real estate 
sector but also to boost 
local economies, in-
crease demand for relat-
ed services, create em-
ployment opportunities, 

and enhance the ability 
of governorates to at-
tract new investments, 
thereby promoting more 
balanced economic de-
velopment nationwide.

Regarding invest-
ments through ASE, Abu 
Ghazaleh said that the 
amendments raise the 
minimum investment 
threshold from JD1 mil-
lion to JD1.5 million 
to maximise the eco-
nomic value of invest-
ments and strengthen 
the contribution of this 
investment track to the 
national economy and 
capital market.

The revised frame-
work also introduces 
new safeguards to 
reduce market con-
centration and specu-
lative trading while 
encouraging long-term 
investment. 

In addition, investors 
are now allowed to pur-
chase shares through 
any duly licensed bro-
kerage firm, broadening 
investment channels 
while preserving market 
stability and integrity.

Abu Ghazaleh said 
that the overarching 
objective of the amend-
ments is to maximise 
the economic value of 
the citizenship-by-in-
vestment programme by 
linking investment in-
centives to measurable 
economic outcomes and 
attracting high-quality 
investments that add 
lasting value to Jordan's 
economy.

Jordan renews citizenship-by-investment scheme 
to attract higher-value investments — minister
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Minister of Investment Tareq Abu Ghazaleh says that the revised regulations strengthen 
the economic impact of the programme by raising investment requirements for applicants 
seeking citizenship 
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NEW YORK (AFP) — Wall 
Street stocks fell deci-
sively last week, joining 
most global markets in 
retreating on continued 
weakness in artificial 
intelligence shares and 
rebounding oil prices.

Tech shares have been 
under pressure in recent 
days on questions about 
their lofty valuations 
following Nasdaq's 
surge in the second 
quarter.

With semiconductor 
companies the worst 
hit in the selloff, Nvidia 
briefly lost its crown 
to Apple as the world's 
most valuable publicly 
traded company.

In recent weeks, some 

doubts have cracked 
the AI bonanza narra-
tive, with analysts won-
dering if huge invest-
ments can be recovered 
through the adoption 

of the new AI products 
being released to the 
public.

Adding to worries 
about tech, Chinese 
startup Moonshot AI on 

Friday released a model 
that experts said could 
rival some of the more 
advanced offerings from 
US labs.

"Tech weakness is 
driving the risk off sen-
timent," said Angelo 
Kourkafas from Edward 
Jones. "We have seen 
more volatility in the 
space as investors ques-
tion both the pace and 
the payoff of the invest-
ments made."

All three major US in-
dices retreated, led by 
the tech-focused Nas-
daq which lost 1.4 per 
cent.

Kourkafas also cited 
the latest jump in oil 
prices as a factor in 

stock market weakness. 
Oil prices jumped more 
than four per cent on 
renewed fighting be-
tween the United States 
and Iran, intensifying a 
clash over control of the 
Strait of Hormuz, a key 
waterway in petroleum 
transport.

International bench-
mark Brent North Sea 
crude closed at $88.10 a 
barrel.

"The technology sell-
off is not the only reason 
markets are in a sour 
mood," noted Ipek Ozk-
ardeskaya, senior ana-
lyst at Swissquote bank.

"Developments in the 
Middle East are getting 
worse by the hour."

Trade Nation analyst 
David Morrison said: 
"The ongoing conflict, 
combined with threats 
to major shipping routes 
such as the Strait of Hor-
muz and potentially the 
Red Sea, has increased 
uncertainty across glo-
bal financial markets."

Earlier on, Asian and 
European stock markets 
also took their cue from 
Wall Street's finish on 
Thursday, where sharp 
falls in Nvidia and Ama-
zon helped drag down 
the Nasdaq by more 
than one per cent.

The Nasdaq's slide in-
tensified on Friday, with 
Netflix shares tumbling 
more than 7 per cent 

as the streaming giant 
warned of slowing sales 
growth.

With South Korea en-
joying a holiday on Fri-
day, Tokyo and Taipei 
— also heavily weighted 
toward tech — were at 
the forefront of Asia's 
latest selling heading 
into the weekend.

Japan's Nikkei ended 
the day down four per 
cent with shares in sem-
iconductor tester Ad-
vantest, Tokyo Electron 
and tech investment ti-
tan SoftBank each slid-
ing more than seven per 
cent.

Chipmaker Kioxia 
collapsed 16 per cent, 
meaning it has lost 

around half its value 
since briefly becoming 
Japan's biggest firm by 
market capitalisation 
last month.

Taiwan's Taiex index 
had shed 6.5 per cent by 
the close Friday, as chip-
maker TSMC retreated 
more than 7 per cent — 
a day after announcing 
record second-quarter 
profits and that it would 
invest a further $100 bil-
lion in the US state of 
Arizona.

Europe's main stock 
markets closed most-
ly lower. London rose 
thanks to its share list-
ings of energy giants, 
which climbed on rising 
oil prices.

Tech share selloff rolls on, oil prices jump on Mideast clashes
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People visit the Alibaba booth during the World Artificial 
Intelligence Conference in Shanghai on Friday
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Brook urges England to follow ever-
green Root’s example

LONDON (AFP) — England white-ball captain Har-
ry Brook has urged his side to learn from Joe Root 
as they seek to complete a one-day international 
series win against top-ranked India. Root followed 
his unbeaten 76 in England’s defeat in the first One-
Day-International (ODI) with a superbly-paced 99 
not out as they won in Cardiff on Thursday to level 
the three-match series ahead of Sunday’s finale at 
Lord’s. England’s victory in Cardiff followed a run 
of 16 defeats in their previous 20 ODIs.That dismal 
sequence has raised questions about how competi-
tive a team seemingly wedded to aggressive batting 
will be at next year’s 50-over World Cup in south-
ern Africa.The 35-year-old Root — who has scored 
7,752 runs in 191 ODIs with 20 hundreds — said he 
sympathised with younger players coming into the 
England side as changes to the domestic schedule 
meant they do not have “the wealth of experience 
and understanding of 50-over cricket”. But Brook, a 
Yorkshire team-mate of Root insisted even the very 
best players are always looking to improve. “I per-
sonally think you’re always learning,” Brook told 
reporters at Lord’s on Saturday. 

West Indies legend Garry Sobers dies 
aged 89 — who said what

LONDON (AFP) — Tributes from across the crick-
et world poured in after the death of legendary 
West Indies all-rounder Garry Sobers on Friday at 
the age of 89. Sobers is regarded as one of the great-
est players in cricket history. AFP Sport looks at 
the lavish praise bestowed on Sobers: “Anyone who 
saw him in his pomp will have wonderful memo-
ries of a great batsman, the greatest all-rounder, 
an icon, a once-in-your-lifetime, exceptional crick-
eter. And, even more important, a lovely man,” 
former England batsman Geoffrey Boycott said. 
“A son of Barbados whose extraordinary journey 
became part of the story of our region and whose 
brilliance carried the name of the West Indies with 
distinction across the world,” noted Kishore Shal-
low, president of Cricket West Indies.”A true giant 
of the game whose extraordinary skill, grace and 
sportsmanship inspired generations of cricketers 
around the world. His legacy will forever remain 
a part of cricket’s rich history,” mentioned former 
India batsman VVS Laxman. 

AT A GLANCE
Messi, Yamal come full 
circle in World Cup showdown
By Rob Woollard
Agence France-Presse

EAST RUTHERFORD, 
United States — When 
Lionel Messi and 
LamineYamal line-up 
against each other in 
the World Cup final on 
Sunday it will mark the 
closing of an incredible 
full circle moment that 
has been two decades in 
the making.

In 2007, a 20-year-old 
Messi and Yamal, born 
in July of that year, 
posed together in a pho-
to organised by UNICEF 
(United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund), the global 
agency which provides 
humanitarian and de-
velopment to children 
and mothers worldwide.

Yamal’s family had 
entered and won a raf-
fle to pose with a Bar-
celona player for a 2008 
UNICEF calendar.

In one photo from 
the shoot, Messi is seen 
helping Yamal’s mother, 
Sheila Ebana, give the 
smiling five-month-old 
boy a bath in a blue 
plastic tub.

“The photographer, 
Joan Monfort, has said 
that Lamine Yamal stole 
Messi’s heart because 
he was always smiling,” 
UNICEF Catalan’s Laia 
Ruich said on the organ-
isation’s website.

Fast forward nearly 
20 years, and now Messi 
and Yamal are sharing 
football’s greatest stage.

Spain star Yamal, the 
teenage prodigy who 
has followed in Messi’s 
footsteps at Barcelona, 
has only just turned 19.

Argentina captain 
Messi, 39, will be play-

ing in his third World 
Cup final in what is al-
most certainly likely to 
be his last appearance 
in the tournament.

“That photo is incred-
ible,” Messi said at a fan 
event in Manhattan on 
Friday.

“I took a picture with 
him when he was a 
baby ... the fact that 
we’re both playing in 
the World Cup now is 
crazy.”

Messi said while he 

has a soft spot for Yamal 
given his association 
with his former club 
Barcelona, it will not de-
tract him from the task 
in hand on Sunday — 
beating Spain.

“I wish him luck be-
cause his success will 
be Barcelona’s success, 
(but) we’ll try to keep 
him from playing at his 
best.

“He’s 19 years old and 
has his whole career 
ahead of him. I wish him 

the best, but we’ll give 
it our all to ensure he 
doesn’t become cham-
pion this time.”

Photographer Mon-
fort describes Messi and 
Yamal’s first meeting 
and subsequent World 
Cup final date as “a true 
miracle of destiny.”

“If you wrote this in a 
film it would not seem 
possible,” Monfort told 
the BBC.

Even Yamal’s Spain 
teammate, Mikel Me-

rino, said Friday he ini-
tially believed the photo 
was an AI-generated 
hoax when he first saw 
it.

“The first time I saw 
it, I thought it was AI 
and that it wasn’t even 
real,” Merino said.

“It’s unbelievable that 
two of the best players 
to have played the game 
— and hopefully Lam-
ine, in the future, will be 
one of those — share a 
picture like that.”

Messi and Yamal now 
both serve as UNICEF 
Goodwill Ambassadors.

“Growing up, all I had 
was a family, a ball, 
a park and a dream,” 
Yamal said in June.

“Playing football gave 
me structure, a sense of 
belonging, and hope for 
the future.

“I know how impor-
tant it is for children to 
have a safe place to play, 
so that they can simply 
enjoy being children.”
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This combination of file photos created on Thursday, shows Spain’s forward #19 Lamine Yamal in Arlington on Tuesday (left); and Argentina’s forward #10 Lionel 
Messi in Atlanta on Wednesday

Horror film ‘Obsession’ is 
exploding cinema profit records
By Adam Plowright
Agence France-Presse

PARIS, France— Low-
cost horror movie “Ob-
session” from first-time 
director Curry Barker is 
on track to become one of 
the most profitable films 
of all time, with the cin-
ema sensation piling up 
global revenues of more 
than $400 million.

After premiering at 
the Toronto Film Festival 
last year and releasing at 
the beginning of May, it 
has become a word-of-
mouth phenomenon over 
the last two months with 
fright-loving Gen Z audi-
ences in particular.

Its success has cata-
pulted 26-year-old Bark-
er from a YouTube video 
creator into Hollywood’s 
A-league with a first 
feature-length film that 
cost just $750,000 to $1 
million to make.

“In terms of the ratio 
between the worldwide 
box office and the pro-
duction budget, ‘Obses-
sion’ is going to be the 
biggest success of all 
time, which is extraor-
dinary,” Bruce Nash, 
founder of industry-
tracking website The 
Numbers, told AFP.

With ticket sales of 
around $430 million 

worldwide, it has al-
ready overtaken the 
1999 supernatural 
thriller “The Blair Witch 
Project”, which made 
around $250 million on a 
full budget of $600,000, 
according to Nash.

In absolute terms, Hol-
lywood mega-hits such 
as the “Avatar” films, 
“Frozen” or “Titanic” 
made more money but 
with blockbuster budg-
ets several hundred 
times the one available 
to Barker.

Burgers to big screen 

The Alabama-born di-
rector’s success at the 
box office has surpassed 
that of the other remark-
able horror hit of the 
year — “Backrooms” by 
20-year-old Kane Par-
sons, which has earned 
$360 million with a 
budget of around $10 
million.

Both films are in the 
top 10 highest-grossing 
movies of 2026, under-
lining the appetite for 

horror among young 
audiences and starting 
what is set to be a new 
trend — young social 
media creators moving 
into cinema.

“They’re very encour-
aging for the future of 
cinema,” Oscar-winning 
director Christopher 
Nolan told AFP and oth-
er entertainment jour-
nalists last week in Par-
is. Barker moved from 
his home town of Mobile 
to Los Angeles after fin-
ishing high school, ini-

tially studying film and 
hoping to make it as an 
actor.

A few years ago, he 
was flipping burgers in 
L.A., working at Star-
bucks, and taking what-
ever jobs he could find 
in the film or TV indus-
try to make ends meet.

The blonde-haired 
sunglasses collector 
scored a minor role in 
the series “It’s Always 
Sunny in Philadel-
phia” and took a posi-
tion overseeing Covid 
safety protocols during 
the pandemic on an-
other production. All the 
while, he and creative 
partner Cooper Tomlin-
son were trialling con-
tent online, mixing com-
edy sketches on TikTok 
and Instagram with hor-
ror shorts such as “The 
Chair” on their YouTube 
channel “That’s a Bad 
Idea”. “In that journey, 
you figure out timing, 
you figure out tricks like 
how to get someone’s at-
tention in the first three 
seconds,” Barker told 
The Big Picture podcast 
recently.

Next projects 

The “Obsession” plot 
is a simple but origi-
nal idea from Barker: 

a young man uses a 
lucky charm known as 
the “One Wish Willow” 
to wish that his long-
time friend and crush 
falls madly in love with 
him.

The violent and un-
settling consequences 
deliver enough scares 
to thrill even a hard-
ened horror fan, while 
raising questions 
around toxic relation-
ships, dating culture 
and consent.

It was turned into a 
cash bonanza for Focus 
Features, part of Hol-
lywood studio Univer-
sal, which bought the 
distribution rights for 
$15 million at the To-
ronto Film Festival last 
year.

Barker has several 
new projects already in 
the pipeline: A second 
feature, “Anything But 
Ghosts”, in which he 
acts alongside Tomlin-
son, while he has also 
been tapped to direct 
a new version of the 
1974 slasher classic 
“The Texas Chain Saw 
Massacre”.

“I have a lot to weigh 
and that’s where the 
stress really comes 
from. I don’t know what 
to do next,” he told The 
Hollywood Reporter.

Madonna, Cruise 
lead A-list stars at 
World Cup final
EAST RUTHERFORD, 
United States (AFP) — The 
World Cup tournament 
was bigger than ever be-
fore this year, and so is 
the list of stars expected 
at MetLife Stadium for 
Sunday’s final, from Tom 
Cruise in the closing cer-
emony to Madonna and 
Shakira on the halftime 
stage.

After five weeks of more 
than 100 matches in three 
countries, Spain and Ar-
gentina will vie for the 
title, but before the 80,000 
fans on hand and billions 
of viewers at home find 
out who the victor will 
be, the venue will glisten 
with celebrities.

And US President Don-
ald Trump, the reality 
show star-turned-world 
leader, will be in attend-
ance as it all unfolds.

At 1:30 pm (17:30 GMT), 
Cruise is expected for the 
pre-game closing cer-
emony, along with British 
pop star Robbie Williams, 
Pussycat Dolls singer 
Nicole Scherzinger and 
Oscar winner Jennifer 
Hudson, who will sing the 
US national anthem.

After Cruise’s show-
stopping stunt at the Ol-
ympic closing ceremony 
at the Stade de France in 
2024, when he abseiled 
from the roof to the stadi-

um floor, pundits are hop-
ing he spreads a bit more 
Hollywood stardust with 
his “special appearance”.

American rapper-
singer Post Malone and 
streamer IShowSpeed 
will also be there.

High-wattage halftime 

But the 11-minute half-
time show — the first 
in World Cup history 
— will be the main en-
tertainment event. FIFA 
president Gianni In-
fantino has said it will 
be the “biggest in the 
world”.

Madonna, who just 
dropped a new album at 
67, will share the stage 
with Justin Bieber, K-
pop megagroup BTS and 
Shakira, whose song 
“Dai Dai” with Burna 
Boy is the official song 
of the tournament.

Other performers 
include Venezuelan 
conductor Gustavo 
Dudamel and a New 
York chorus accompa-
nied by Coldplay, whose 
frontman Chris Martin 
curated the entire show.

The halftime event 
will raise money for an 
education initiative led 
by FIFA and the non-
governmental organisa-
tion Global Citizen.

Photo courtesy of Focus Features
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