
TEHRAN (AFP) — US 
President Donald 
Trump ordered new 
strikes on Iran on 
Wednesday and warned 
of "much worse" if Te-
hran continues to at-
tack vessels in the Strait 
of Hormuz, the vital oil 
shipping channel.

Iran state media re-
ported explosions in 
multiple locations 
along the southern 
Iranian coast after US 
Central Command an-
nounced a new wave of 
strikes.

Warplanes were 
heard over Kish Is-
land and explosions 
rocked the port cities of 

Bandar Abbas, Konarak 
and Chabahar, part of 
which lost electric-
ity, Iran's official news 
agency IRNA reported.

"This is in retribution 
for yesterday's bomb-
ing of ships by Iran," 
Trump said in a post on 
Truth Social. "If it hap-
pens again, it will get 
much worse!"

While ordering retali-
ation against Tehran, 
the US president said 
earlier on Wednesday 
that he expected the lat-
est military flare-up to 
end quickly and left the 
door open to more talks.

Continued on page 5

Trump orders new strikes 
on Iran over attacks on 
shipping in Hormuz

Regent visits PSD Forensic 
Laboratories Department
AMMAN (JT) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hussein, 
the Regent, visited the 
Public Security Direc-
torate’s Forensic Labo-
ratories Department 
on Thursday.

His Royal High-

ness was briefed on 
the department’s op-
erations, including its 
use of state-of-the-art 
equipment and tech-
nologies to examine 
and analyse forensic 
evidence, as well as its 

vital role in support-
ing investigations and 
bolstering the criminal 
justice system, accord-
ing to a Royal Court  
statement.

Continued on page 5

King participates in Sun 
Valley economic forum
AMMAN (JT) — His 
Majesty King Abdul-
lah participated in the 
annual Sun Valley eco-
nomic forum in Idaho, 
United States.

The forum, which 
addresses key global 
political developments 
and the resulting eco-
nomic challenges, is 
being held with the 
participation of lead-
ing international and 
US political, economic 
and media figures, 
according to a Royal 
Court statement.

His Majesty on 
Wednesday held sev-
eral meetings on the 
sidelines of the forum 
with senior executives 
and representatives 
of major international 
companies operat-
ing in various sectors, 
including engineer-
ing and technology, 
artificial intelligence, 
investment, entre-
preneurship, health-
care, chemicals and 
 mining.

The meetings fo-
cused on investment 

opportunities in pri-
ority sectors, and the 
potential for establish-

ing strategic partner-
ships and cooperation 
opportunities between 

Jordan and these  
institutions.

Director of the Office 

of His Majesty Alaa 
Batayneh also attended 
the meetings.

One injured in latest Iran attack on Kuwait — ministry
KUWAIT CITY, Ku-
wait (AFP) — At least 
one person was injured 
on Tuesday, Kuwait's 
defence ministry said, 
following the latest 
Iranian attack on the 
country."The injured in-
dividual is receiving the 
necessary medical care 
and is in stable condi-
tion," Defence Ministry 
spokesman Staff Col. 
Saud Abdulaziz Al At-
wan said, adding that 
four missiles and 10 
drones had been "suc-
cessfully intercepted 
and neutralised" at 
dawn.

Explosions were 
heard over the Bahraini 
capital of Manama on 
Thursday morning and 
air raid sirens sounded 
for a third time after 
Iran's military said it 

had targeted sites in the 
Gulf kingdom as well as 
in Kuwait and Qatar.

AFP journalists heard 

blasts in Bahrain's cap-
ital on Thursday morn-
ing and Kuwait said it 
was responding to hos-

tile missile and drone 
attacks.

Continued on page 5

AMMAN (JT) — Air-
defence systems in-
tercepted and shot 
down eight missiles 
launched from Iran 
towards Jordanian 
territory on Thurs-
day, according to a 
military source at 
the General Com-
mand of the Jordan  
Armed Forces–Arab 
Army (JAF).

The source said, in 
a JAF statement, that 
the interceptions re-
sulted in the fall of 
missile debris in sev-
eral areas but caused 
no casualties or prop-
erty damage.

The military source 
said that JAF is closely 
monitoring ongoing 
regional developments 
and remains at the 
highest level of op-
erational readiness to 
protect the Kingdom's 
airspace, defend its 

sovereignty and en-
sure the safety of its 
territory.

The statement-

stressed that the 
armed forces will not 
allow any violation of 
Jordanian airspace by 

any party.
Minister of Govern-

ment Communica-
tion and Government 

Spokesperson Moham-
mad Momani said that 
air raid sirens were ac-
tivated after missiles 
launched from Iran 
entered the Kingdom's 
airspace, adding that 
the projectiles were all 
intercepted.

Momani also said 
that the Public Securi-
ty Directorate sounded 
the sirens shortly after 
the airspace breach, 
adding that the mis-
siles were success-
fully intercepted and 
neutralised.

He also said that 
the army remains on 
high alert and are pre-
pared to respond to 
any threat facing the 
Kingdom, with efforts 
focused on protecting 
national security and 
ensuring the safety of 
citizens and residents.

Continued on page 5

AMMAN (JT) — Jor-
dan and Germany have 
signed the official min-
utes of their bilateral 
development coopera-
tion talks, allocating a 
684 million euros pack-
age to support priority 
development projects 
aligned with the King-
dom’s economic and 
public sector reform 
agendas.

The meetings were 
chaired by Minister of 
Planning and Interna-
tional Cooperation Zei-
na Toukan and Annette 
Chammas, head of the 
Middle East division 
at the German Federal 
Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Devel-
opment, with German 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Bertram von Moltke 
also in attendance.

Representatives from 
Jordanian ministries, 
the German Agency for 
International Coopera-
tion, the German De-
velopment Bank, and 
the German Federal In-
stitute for Geosciences 

and Natural Resources 
reviewed ongoing pro-
grammes and discussed 
future priorities for bi-
lateral cooperation, ac-
cording to a Planning 
Ministry statement. 

The funding will 
support projects un-
der Jordan’s Economic 
Modernisation Vision 
(2026-2029) and the 
public sector moderni-
sation roadmap. Sepa-

rate agreements will be 
signed and announced 
once individual projects 
are finalised, according 
to the Ministry of Plan-
ning and International 
Cooperation.

The assistance pack-
age will finance sec-
tor development pro-
grammes through the 
state budget, in ad-
dition to projects in 
water and sanitation, 
education, vocational 
and technical training, 
and private sector de-
velopment. It will also 
support initiatives ad-
dressing the needs of 
Syrian refugees hosted 
by Jordan, particularly 
in the education sector.

The latest talks re-
flect an evolution in 
Jordanian-German 
cooperation, moving 
beyond traditional 
project-based financ-
ing towards broader 
support for economic 
priorities and sector 
policies. 

Continued on page 5

Air defences shoot down 
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Jordan, Germany sign 684 million euros development 
cooperation package to support economic priorities

ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCE
Industry minister invites 

British companies 
to participate in 

Jordan-EU Investment 
Conference

Agriculture Ministry 
launches green jobs 

project to plant 300,000 
forest seedlings
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His Majesty King Abdullah participates in the annual Sun Valley economic forum in Idaho, United States, and holds meetings 
with senior executives and representatives of major international companies to discuss potential cooperation opportunities 
with Jordan 
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JOINT VENTURE
Jordanian, Saudi firms 

launch pharmaceutical 
investment 
partnership
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RAMALLAH, Palestin-
ian Territories (AFP) — 
Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas issued 
a decree on Thursday 
setting legislative elec-
tions for November 28, 
which if they take place, 
would mark the first 
such vote in two dec-
ades.

The last legislative 
elections in the Palestin-
ian territories were held 
in 2006, when Hamas 
won, defeating Abbas's 
Fateh Party, which had 
previously dominated 
Palestinian politics.

As a result, the Pal-

estinian Legislative 
Council, which is the 
parliament of Abbas's 
Palestinian Authority, 
has not met since 2007.

"The presidential de-
cree calls on the Pales-
tinian people in Jerusa-
lem, the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip to par-
ticipate in free and di-
rect legislative elections 
to elect members of the 
Palestinian Legisla-
tive Council on the date 
specified," the official 
Wafa news agency re-
ported, citing the decree.

Continued on page 5

Palestinian legislative vote 
set for November 28 — 
presidential decree

8

WORLD CUP
FIFA lashes 'unfounded 

allegations' after 
Argentina-Egypt 

clash
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Photo courtesy of Royal Court

HRH Crown Prince Hussein, the Regent, visits the Public Security Directorate’s Forensic Labora-
tories Department on Thursday

The latest 

talks reflect 

an evolution 

in Jordanian-

German 

cooperation...
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Vehicles drive along a highway on the outskirts of Kuwait City on Wednesday. Kuwait con-
demned on Wednesday Iranian attacks on its soil, which it said undermined efforts to de-esca-
late tensions in the region



AMMAN (JT) — The 
Ministry of Agricul-
ture on Thursday 
launched the Green 
Jobs Project to plant 
300,000 forest seed-
lings over four years 
and create 4,300 direct 
job opportunities.

Minister of Agricul-
ture Saeb Khraisat, in 
the presence of rep-
resentatives of the 
German Development 
Bank (KfW) and the 
company implement-
ing the project, said 
that 30 per cent of the 
jobs will be allocated 
to women and 6 per 
cent to persons with 
disabilities, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, 
reported. 

He said that the 
project aims to sup-
port sustainable de-
velopment and cre-
ate economic and 
social impact in local 
communities.

The first phase will 
begin with afforesta-
tion work in Irbid’s 
Koura and Bani Kinan-
ah districts, specifi-
cally in Rahmeh and 
Yarmouk, as well as 
the Deir Alla and Iqaba 
nurseries, before ex-
panding to other loca-
tions in later stages.

Khraisat said that 
afforestation projects 
are a key pillar of wa-
ter security, helping 
protect soil, reduce 

erosion and improve 
land capacity to retain 
rainwater.

He added that ex-
panding forest areas 
is an important tool 
for addressing climate 
change by increasing 
carbon absorption, im-
proving biodiversity, 
reducing desertifica-
tion and strengthening 
ecosystem resilience.

The minister said 

that the project goes 
beyond tree plant-
ing by empowering 
local communities, 
especially in rural ar-
eas, through decent 
employment oppor-
tunities, specialised 
vocational training 
and career paths that 
support long-term 
job sustainability 
and improve nation-
al expertise in for-

est management and 
afforestation.

He said that the min-
istry is working with 
donors and implement-
ing partners to develop 
integrated plans to en-
sure the sustainabil-
ity of afforested sites 
through maintenance, 
monitoring, protec-
tion programmes and 
“stronger” local com-
munity participation.

Khraisat highlighted 
the ministry’s commit-
ment to providing all 
necessary support for 
the project, mobilising 
the resources outlined 
in the project agree-
ment and addressing 
any obstacles to imple-
mentation to achieve 
its environmental, wa-
ter security, climate 
adaptation and rural 
development goals.

AMMAN (JT) — Chief 
Commissioner of the 
Aqaba Special Eco-
nomic Zone Authority 
(ASEZA) Shadi Majali 
on Thursday met with 
Chinese Ambassador 
to Jordan Chen Chuan-
dong to discuss ex-
panding economic and 
investment cooperation 
in smart cities, digital 
transformation, and lo-
gistics and tourism.

During the meet-
ing, aimed to enhance 
Jordanian-Chinese ties 
and open new avenues 
for cooperation, Ma-
jali said that Aqaba’s 
competitive invest-
ment environment, 
modern infrastructure 
and strategic location 
have helped position it 
as a regional hub for 
investment and stra-
tegic partnerships, ac-
cording to an ASEZA 
statement.

He also stressed 
ASEZA’s commitment 
to expanding coopera-
tion with China in pri-
ority sectors, particu-
larly logistics, industry, 
tourism and digital 
transformation.

Chuandong high-
lighted Aqaba’s impor-

tance as Jordan’s only 
seaport and a key logis-
tics hub in the region.

He also voiced China’s 
commitment to expand-
ing cooperation in tour-
ism, logistics, industry, 
education and environ-
mental protection.

On the sidelines of 
the meeting, Majali met 
with a delegation from 
the Beijing Municipal 
People’s Government, 
headed by Deputy Sec-
retary-General Shen 
Binhua, to discuss ASE-
ZA’s 2024-2028 strate-
gic plan, Aqaba’s mas-
ter plan and the city’s 

experience in urban 
planning, data man-
agement and digital 
services. 

Binhua commended 
Aqaba’s development 
experience and ex-
pressed Beijing’s in-
terest in exchanging 
expertise and visits to 
explore cooperation in 
smart cities and digital 
transformation.

ASEZA Commission-
er for Infrastructure 
and Urban Affairs Mu-
tasem Hindawi along 
with officials from 
both sides attended the 
meetings.

AMMAN (JT) — The King 
Abdullah II Fund for De-
velopment (KAFD) has 
launched a new edition 
of its “Tariqi” (My Path) 
project, aimed at enhanc-
ing Jordanian youth’s 
competitiveness and em-
ployability through skills 
development, practical 
training and access to job 
opportunities in promis-
ing sectors.

The project’s training 
tracks this year begin 
with one of the fast-grow-
ing digital sectors: Artifi-
cial intelligence-powered 
user experience and user 
interface design (UX/UI 
Design powered by AI), 
providing participants 
with technical and pro-
fessional skills needed to 
enter the labour market, 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported.

During the launching 
ceremony, KAFD Director-
General Samer Mufleh 
said that the fund contin-
ues to invest in Jordanian 

youth through special-
ised projects that address 
current and future la-
bour market needs, im-
prove their professional 
and technical skills and 
enhance their competi-
tiveness, enabling them 
to secure quality jobs in 
high-growth sectors.

He added that the ef-
forts align with the Eco-
nomic Modernisation 
Vision, which focuses on 
investing in human capi-
tal and preparing national 
talent capable of keeping 
pace with rapid labour 
market transformations.

Mufleh said that the 
“Tariqi” project will im-
plement four training 
tracks this year across di-
verse “promising” sectors, 
based on labour market 
demands and future job 
requirements.

On its scope, the cur-
rent track targets gradu-
ates in graphic design, 
visual communication 
and design, computer sci-

ence and software engi-
neering, aged 21-27 from 
across Jordan.

Participants will re-
ceive integrated training 
sessions on life skills de-
velopment, specialised 
technical training in AI-
powered UX/UI design, 
and on-the-job training 
at host companies to en-
hance their readiness and 
expand employment op-
portunities in the sector.

Since 2015, “Tariqi” 
is among the strategic 
projects implemented by 
KAFD in partnership with 
The King’s Trust Interna-
tional and through Busi-
ness Development Centre.

Since its launch, the 
project has trained 1,124 
young men and women, 
with 596 securing em-
ployment opportunities, 
reflecting its role in link-
ing training programmes 
with labour market needs 
and improving youth 
employment prospects 
across sectors.
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Agriculture Ministry launches green jobs 
project to plant 300,000 forest seedlings

ASEZA, Chinese officials discuss 
economic, smart cities cooperation

KAFD launches new Tariqi project
to boost youth employability

Labour Ministry, ILO sign agreement
to support decent work in garments

JCD, private sector discuss trade
facilitation, economic competitiveness
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The Ministry of Agriculture on Thursday launches the Green Jobs Project to plant 300,000 forest seedlings over four years and 
create 4,300 direct job opportunities

AMMAN (JT) — The 
Ministry of Labour 
and the Internation-
al Labour Organisa-
tion (ILO) on Thursday 
signed a letter of intent 
to activate immediate 
transitional techni-
cal cooperation and 
launch an 18-month 
development coopera-
tion programme aimed 
at supporting decent 
work in the garment 
and textiles sector.

The agreement fol-
lows a request by the 
government for tech-
nical assistance from 
ILO to enhance labour 
governance, worker 
protection and sus-
tainable compliance 
within the garment in-
dustry, according to Al 
Mamlaka TV.

The government 
has allocated finan-
cial resources for the 
initiative and coordi-
nated its framework 
with employers, work-
ers’ organisations 
and relevant national 
institutions.

The immediate three-
month programme be-
gins this month, run-
ning in parallel with 

the longer-term pro-
gramme scheduled to 
span from August 2026 
to January 2028. 

The initiative will 
support workplace 
compliance and labour 
inspection, the preven-
tion and addressing 
of forced labour, fair 
recruitment practices, 
the protection of non-
Jordanian workers, 

access to remedy, and 
social dialogue within 
the garment sector.

Under the immedi-
ate intervention, the 
ILO will support na-
tional efforts to en-
hance worker griev-
ance mechanisms, 
assist a worker wel-
fare and support cen-
tre and build the ca-
pacity of workers’ 

organisations. 
It will also bolster a 

labour inspection ini-
tiative focused on iden-
tifying high-risk areas 
and assist the Ministry 
of Labour in establish-
ing a national coordi-
nation mechanism.

Measures include 
supporting the minis-
try’s “Himaya” (Protec-
tion) e-complaint plat-
form, engaging with 
stakeholders including 
development partners 
and civil society or-
ganisations reviewing 
recruitment and labour 
mobility practices, dis-
seminating knowledge 
products on forced la-
bour prevention, con-
ducting structured 
dialogues with inter-
national buyers, and 
assessing forced la-
bour risks to design an 
early warning mecha-
nism for the sector.

Under this transi-
tional technical coop-
eration, special atten-
tion will be given to 
supporting the gov-
ernment’s response 
regarding manufactur-
ers affected by recent 
Withhold Release Or-

ders issued by the US 
Customs and Border 
Protection. 

Minister of Transport 
and Acting Minister of 
Labour Nidal Qatamin 
said that the signing of 
the letter of intent re-
flects the government’s 
commitment to moving 
“swiftly, transparent-
ly, and in partnership 
with all stakeholders 
to safeguard workers’ 
rights and maintain 
trust in Jordan’s gar-
ment sector”.

Qatamin noted that 
Jordan has a “strong” 
track record of cooper-
ation with ILO and its 
social partners, stress-
ing that the Ministry of 
Labour is determined 
to address current 
challenges in the gar-
ment sector with the 
required seriousness 
and responsibility. 

ILO Regional Direc-
tor for Arab States 
Ruba Jaradat wel-
comed the govern-
ment’s initiative, 
reaffirming the organi-
sation’s commitment 
to supporting national 
institutions and social 
partners.

AMMAN (JT) — The Jor-
dan Customs Depart-
ment (JCD) and private 
sector representatives 
on Thursday discussed 
ways to strengthen their 
partnership, enhance 
trade facilitation and 
boost the competitive-
ness of the national 
economy during a Part-
nership Council meet-
ing hosted by the Irbid 
Chamber of Commerce.

The meeting brought 
together Jordan Cham-
ber of Commerce Presi-
dent Khalil Haj Tawfiq, 
JCD Director-General 
Brig. Gen. Ahmad Akalik, 
Irbid Chamber of Com-
merce President Moham-
mad Shouha, as well as 
representatives of cham-
bers of commerce and 
industry, the Jordan Free 
Zones Investors Com-
mission, the Syndicate of 
Owners of Clearance and 
Cargo Transport Compa-

nies and other relevant 
institutions.

The meeting was held 
as part of JCD’s ongoing 
efforts to enhance insti-
tutional communication 
and build effective part-
nerships with the private 
sector, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported.

Shouha highlighted 

the importance of con-
tinued cooperation and 
coordination between 
JCD and the private sec-
tor to address challenges 
and support trade and 
investment.

Discussions focused 
on key priorities for the 
business community, 
including strengthening 

strategic partnerships, 
enhancing economic 
competitiveness, ad-
vancing digital transfor-
mation and innovation 
in customs operations, 
developing risk manage-
ment and compliance 
systems, expanding the 
Authorised Economic 
Operator Programme, 
known locally as the 
Golden List, support-
ing investment and pro-
moting green trade and 
sustainability.

During the meeting, 
JCD also presented its 
institutional culture 
framework, which aims 
to promote organisa-
tional excellence and im-
prove service delivery.

The framework is 
based on principles of 
integrity, transparency, 
teamwork, innovation, 
customer focus and 
partnership with the pri-
vate sector. 

It seeks to enhance 
operational efficiency, 
streamline customs pro-
cedures, drive continu-
ous improvement and 
deliver higher-quality 
services that support 
the business environ-
ment and the national 
economy.

Private sector repre-
sentatives praised the 
JCD’s facilitation meas-
ures, efficient service 
delivery and responsive-
ness to the needs of vari-
ous sectors. 

They also stressed the 
importance of continu-
ing Partnership Council 
meetings and strength-
ening dialogue between 
JCD and the private 
sector to address chal-
lenges, improve services 
and procedures, and 
align with international 
best practices to support 
economic growth and 
competitiveness.
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The agreement follows a request by the government 
for technical assistance from the International Labour 
Organisation to enhance labour governance, worker 
protection and sustainable compliance within the garment 
industry

AMMAN (JT) — Director-
General of the Depart-
ment of Statistics Haid-
er Fraihat co-chaired the 
closing conference of 
the Euro-Mediterranean 
Statistical Cooperation 
Programme (MEDSTAT 
V) in Vienna with the 
European Union, which 
concluded on Thursday.

The three-day confer-
ence brought together 
heads of national sta-
tistical offices and co-
ordinators from the 
EU’s southern countries, 
along with representa-
tives from Eurostat and 
international partners, 
the Jordan News Agen-
cy, Petra, reported. 

The conference aimed 
to assess national and 
regional statistical 
achievements since the 
launch of MEDSTAT 
V, as participants fo-

cused on methodolo-
gies to improve data 
quality, standardisa-
tion and international 
comparability.

Fraihat participated in 
discussions on integrat-
ing artificial intelligence 
into statistical produc-
tion to increase data 
accuracy. 

He also addressed 
ways to enhance the 
readiness of southern 
Mediterranean statisti-
cal systems for mod-
ern digital technology, 
stressing the upgrade of 
administrative records 
to replace costly tradi-
tional surveys.

On the sidelines of 
the event, Fraihat met 
with Eurostat directors 
and heads of statistical 
agencies to exchange 
expertise.

During a session with 

Director of Standards 
Dissemination and Co-
operation at Eurostat 
Jean-Pierre Poncelet, 
participants discussed 
the Mediterranean Char-
ter and its action plan.

Fraihat stressed the 
key role of official sta-
tistics in supporting 
and monitoring regional 
initiatives.

The meetings con-
cluded with a review 
of future cooperation 
initiatives with southern 
Mediterranean coun-
tries, which include 
the European Statistics 
Code of Practice and 
the Euro-Mediterranean 
Statistical Cooperation 
Strategy for 2028-2034, 
highlighting the im-
portance of continued 
partnership to build a 
sustainable statistical 
system.

Jordan, EU review progress in Euro-
Mediterranean statistical cooperation
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Director-General of the Department of Statistics Haider Friehat co-chairs the closing 
conference of the Euro-Mediterranean Statistical Cooperation Programme in Vienna with the 
European Union, which concluded on Thursday
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Chief Commissioner of the Aqaba Special Economic Zone 
Authority Shadi Majali and Chinese Ambassador to Jordan 
Chen Chuandong on Thursday discuss expanding economic 
and investment cooperation
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The Jordan Customs Department and private sector 
representatives on Thursday discuss ways to strengthen 
their partnership, enhance trade facilitation and boost the 
competitiveness of the national economy



AMMAN (JT) — Minister 
of Industry, Trade and 
Supply Yaroub Qudah 
on Thursday called on 
British companies to 
participate in the Jor-
dan-EU Investment Con-
ference, scheduled to be 
held in the Kingdom this 
November.

Qudah said that the 
conference serves as a 
key platform to showcase 
investment opportuni-
ties in Jordan and build 
strategic partnerships 
between the Jordanian 
private sector and its Eu-
ropean counterparts, ac-
cording to Jordan News 
Agency, Petra.

The minister made the 
remarks during meetings 
in London with Chief 
Executive of the Lon-
don Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry Ka-
rim Fatehi and officials 
from British Expertise 
International. 

The meetings aim to 
strengthen economic 

cooperation, trade, and 
investment between Jor-
dan and the UK, and to 
expand private sector 

partnerships.
Qudah said that Jor-

dan, under the leader-
ship of His Majesty King 

Abdullah, continues to 
implement the Economic 
Modernisation Vision 
(EMV) by improving the 

investment environ-
ment, updating legisla-
tion and simplifying 
procedures to enhance 
competitiveness.

The minister noted 
that the Kingdom offers 
promising opportunities 
in industry, energy, min-
ing, pharmaceuticals, 
food industries, IT and 
logistics. 

He added that these op-
portunities are supported 
by political and economic 
stability, a strategic lo-
cation, qualified human 
resources, and free trade 
agreements that grant 
access to regional and 
global markets.

He urged British com-
panies to use Jordan as a 
regional hub for produc-
tion and export to benefit 
from Jordan's free trade 
agreements with the US 
and Canada. 

Qudah also invited 
them to attend the Jor-
dan-UK Business Forum 
in London at the end of 

this month.
For his part, Fatehi ex-

pressed the chamber's 
commitment to boosting 
economic cooperation 
with Jordan and expand-
ing communication chan-
nels between the two 
business communities.

He noted that the Brit-
ish market offers prom-
ising opportunities for 
Jordanian products, 
especially agricultural 
goods, due to their qual-
ity and competitiveness.

Fatehi stressed the im-
portance of increasing 
their presence in the UK 
and encouraging British 
firms to explore partner-
ships in Jordan and par-
ticipate in the November 
conference.

The two sides also dis-
cussed utilising British 
expertise in priority sec-
tors to support the im-
plementation of Jordan's 
EMV and enhance invest-
ment partnerships be-
tween Jordan and the UK.

AMMAN (JT) — Jor-
dan and Germany 
on Thursday signed 
a 22.7 million euros 
debt swap agreement 
to support the readi-
ness programme of the 
National Water Car-
rier Project, a strate-
gic initiative aimed at 
enhancing the King-
dom’s long-term water 
security.

The agreement was 
signed by Minister of 
Finance Abdelhakim 
Shibli and Director of 
the German Develop-
ment Bank (KfW) of-
fice in Jordan Matthias 
Schmidt-Rosen, ac-
cording to Al Mamlaka 
TV.

The signing ceremo-

ny was attended by 
Deputy Director of the 
KfW office in Amman 
Sawsan Aruri, Head of 
the Jordan Division at 
the German Ministry 
for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development 
(BMZ) Annette Cham-
mas, and Nicolas von 
Kalm from the German 
ministry.

Under the agree-
ment, part of Jordan’s 
debt to Germany will 
be converted into fund-
ing for the National 
Water Carrier Project, 
bringing Germany’s 
total contribution to 
the project to 127 mil-
lion euros and making 
it one of the initiative’s 
largest international 

donors.
The funding will 

support the implemen-
tation of the project’s 
readiness programme, 
which aims to ensure 
the efficient transport, 
storage and distribu-
tion of de-salinated 
water.

The National Wa-
ter Carrier Project, 
implemented under a 
public-private partner-
ship framework, is ex-
pected to de-salinate 
300 million cubic me-
tres of seawater annu-
ally through a de-sali-
nation plant in Aqaba 
and transport water to 
northern governorates 
through a more than 
450 kilometre pipeline 

network.
The project also in-

cludes pumping sta-
tions and renewable 

energy facilities, sup-
porting Jordan’s wa-
ter, climate and energy 
objectives.

The government 
signed in April the fi-
nal technical and le-
gal agreement for the 
Aqaba–Amman Water 
Desalination and Con-
veyance Project, which 
is expected to begin 
operations in 2030.

The strategic project 
is set to provide around 
40 per cent of the King-
dom’s drinking water 
needs and increase Jor-
dan’s annual per capita 
water share from 60 to 
110 cubic metres.

The project will also 
improve the frequency 
of water supply across 
governorates, increas-
ing availability from 
one day to three days 
per week.

AMMAN (JT) — Jor-
dan’s airspace re-
mains fully open and 
air traffic is operating 
normally, Jordan Civil 
Aviation Regulatory 
Commission (CARC) 
Chairman of the Board 
of Commissioners Cap-
tain Daifallah Farajat 
said on Thursday.

Al Farajat said that 
the Kingdom’s airspace 
has not been closed, 
highlighting the con-
tinued efficiency of op-
erations and high level 
of readiness across all 
civil aviation facilities 
in the Kingdom.

He added that air 
traffic over Jordan, as 
well as flights operat-
ing through Queen Alia 
International Airport, 
is proceeding smooth-
ly, with close coordina-
tion in place to address 
developments in the 
region.

Farajat also reaf-
firmed the commis-
sion’s commitment to 
protecting passengers’ 
rights and ensuring 
they receive the nec-

essary assistance and 
solutions in case of 
disruptions.

He urged passengers 
affected by flight de-
lays to contact their 
airlines directly to re-
quest alternative ar-
rangements, stressing 
that this is “an estab-
lished right guaranteed 
under the applicable 
regulations” published 

on the commission’s 
official website.

The CARC chief said 
the commission con-
tinues to closely moni-
tor air traffic and re-
gional developments 
in coordination with 
relevant authorities 
to ensure the highest 
standards of security 
and safety for civil avi-
ation in the Kingdom.

AMMAN (JT) — The EU 
and UNICEF on Thurs-
day launched three ini-
tiatives worth 37 mil-
lion euros to improve 
learning outcomes, 
strengthen education 
services and expand op-
portunities for vulner-
able children and young 
people across Jordan.

The EU said that the 
initiatives build on its 
longstanding partner-
ship with UNICEF and 
are aimed at reinforcing 
national social protec-
tion systems, enhancing 
learning outcomes and 
creating greater oppor-
tunities for children to 
learn and develop, Al 
Mamlaka TV, reported.

As part of the pack-
age, the EU has allo-
cated 4 million euros 
to the Strengthening 
National Inclusive So-
cial Protection Systems 
for the Most Vulnerable 
Children in Jordan pro-
gramme, which seeks to 
build more resilient and 
sustainable national 
systems that improve 
children's learning, so-
cial skills and psychoso-

cial well-being.
The programme is ex-

pected to directly ben-
efit 13,736 vulnerable 
people while supporting 
evidence-based plan-
ning through a budg-
eting and investment 
study for UNICEF's 
Makani programme to 
help ensure its long-
term sustainability.

The EU is also con-
tributing 13 million 

euros to the Educa-
tion and Makani Pro-
gramme, which aims to 
expand access to educa-
tion, learning support 
and skills development 
for the most vulner-
able children and young 
people.

The programme will 
support nearly 30,000 
primary and secondary 
school students during 
the 2025/2026 academic 

year, building on assist-
ance provided to more 
than 33,500 students in 
2024/2025.

It will expand founda-
tional literacy recovery 
programmes and class-
room reading initiatives, 
provide age-appropriate 
learning opportunities, 
early childhood devel-
opment programmes, 
life skills training and 
child protection services 
benefiting around 9,000 
children.

The initiative also 
aims to help 80 per cent 
of participating young 
people improve their 
digital and financial lit-
eracy, supporting their 
transition into adult-
hood and the workforce. 

It will also enhance 
access to education by 
providing transportation 
services for children, in-
cluding those with dis-
abilities, strengthening 
violence prevention initi-
atives in schools and en-
gaging Syrian volunteers 
to support educational 
services.

To help address learn-
ing loss, the EU is invest-

ing 20 million euros in 
the Schools: Teaching 
for Learning Recovery  
programme, which aims 
to improve learning out-
comes in Jordan's most 
disadvantaged schools.

The programme 
is expected to reach 
20,000 children through 
reading recovery pro-
grammes and 40,000 
through mathematics in-
terventions, while help-
ing at least 80 per cent 
of participating students 
achieve measurable 
improvements in foun-
dational literacy and 
numeracy.

It will also train 1,800 
teachers in inclusive ed-
ucation, remedial teach-
ing, positive discipline 
and child protection, 
while strengthening 
partnerships between 
schools, parents and lo-
cal communities across 
300 schools. In addition, 
the programme will in-
troduce early warning 
systems to identify stu-
dents at risk of dropping 
out and provide timely 
support to help them re-
main in education.

AMMAN (JT) — Jordan 
has advanced 23 places 
in the 2026 Environmen-
tal Performance Index 
(EPI), issued by Yale Uni-
versity, ranking 54th glo-
bally out of 177 countries, 
compared with 77th in 
the 2024 report, reflect-
ing the Kingdom’s con-
tinued progress in envi-
ronmental protection and 
sustainability.

The achievement is the 
result of national efforts 
led by the Ministry of En-
vironment, in partnership 

with various ministries, 
national institutions and 
international partners, to 
implement the targets of 
the Economic Modernisa-
tion Vision, particularly 
the Sustainable Environ-
ment driver, Al Mamlaka 
TV reported.

The Sustainable Envi-
ronment driver focuses 
on improving environ-
mental quality, ensuring 
the sustainable manage-
ment of natural resourc-
es, strengthening climate 
action and accelerating 

the transition towards 
a green economy, con-
tributing to improved 
quality of life and en-
hancing Jordan’s com-
petitiveness regionally 
and internationally.

The EPI is based on 
three main components: 
Ecosystem vitality, cli-
mate change perform-
ance and environmen-
tal health, including air 
quality. It is among the 
most prominent interna-
tional indicators meas-
uring countries’ progress 

towards sustainability 
goals and the effective-
ness of environmental 
policies.

According to the report, 
Jordan ranked 108th glo-
bally in the ecosystem 
vitality category and 54th 
in the climate change 
performance category, 
advancing 20 places com-
pared with the previous 
report. 

The Kingdom achieved 
its best result in the 
environmental health 
category, including air 

quality, ranking 49th glo-
bally after improving by 
29 places.

Minister of Environ-
ment Ayman Suleiman 
said that the progress 
reflects the effectiveness 
of the environmental 
policies and reforms im-
plemented by the govern-
ment, as well as advances 
in national programmes 
related to climate action, 
sustainable resource 
management, air quality 
improvement and envi-
ronmental governance.

He added that these 
efforts are aligned with 
the objectives of the Eco-
nomic Modernisation 
Vision and Jordan’s na-
tional and international 
commitments.

Suleiman said that the 
EPI is among the priority 
international indicators 
monitored by the minis-
try within the framework 
of the Economic Modern-
isation Vision, describing 
it as a global benchmark 
for assessing environ-
mental performance and 

measuring the impact of 
national policies on sus-
tainable development.

He stressed that the 
achievement reflects Jor-
dan’s commitment to im-
plementing the Economic 
Modernisation Vision 
and strengthening the 
role of the environment 
as a key driver of sustain-
able development.

“Investment in the en-
vironment has become 
a fundamental pillar for 
supporting economic 
growth, attracting invest-

ment, improving quality 
of life and enhancing the 
Kingdom’s ability to ad-
dress environmental and 
climate challenges,” Sule-
iman said.

The minister also ex-
pressed appreciation to 
national and interna-
tional partners, includ-
ing government insti-
tutions, international 
organisations and sup-
porting entities, for their 
cooperation and efforts 
that contributed to the 
achievement.
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Industry minister invites British companies to 
participate in Jordan-EU Investment Conference

Jordan, Germany sign 22.7m euro debt swap
agreement to support National Water Carrier Project

EU, UNICEF launches 37m euros package to support 
vulnerable children's education in Jordan

Jordan advances 23 places in global environmental performance index

Kingdom's airspace fully open, 
operating normally — CARC

AT A GLANCE
King Hussein Bridge crossings reduced
amid strike on Israeli side — Interior Ministry

AMMAN (JT) — A strike on the Israeli side dis-
rupted passenger movement across the King 
Hussein Bridge on Thursday, with only 25 of 50 
buses bound for the Palestinian territories able 
to complete their journeys, according to Inte-
rior Ministry Spokesperson Abdul Karim Abu 
Dalu. Abu Dalu added that the strike, which 
ran from 10am to 1pm, severely impacted pas-
senger flow. Before the walkout, 12 buses man-
aged to cross into the Palestinian territories, 
while only 13 crossed after the strike ended, 
according to an Interior Ministry statement. 
The spokesperson also noted that the strike 
left many Palestinian travellers unable to reach 
their destinations, forcing them to turn back at 
the bridge. This disruption is expected to im-
pact travel movement over the coming days, the 
statement said.

Army thwarts drug
smuggling attempt using balloons 

AMMAN (JT) — The Eastern Military Region 
command on Thursday morning thwarted an 
attempt to smuggle a large quantity of narcot-
ics loaded on guided balloons within its area 
of responsibility. Border guard units detected 
and intercepted the balloons, bringing them 
and their cargo down inside Jordanian terri-
tory in coordination with military and security 
agencies and the Anti-Narcotics Department, 
according to a Jordan Armed Forces-Arab Army 
(JAF) statement. The seized items were trans-
ferred to the relevant authorities to take the 
necessary measures. JAF said that it continues 
to utilise all its capabilities to prevent all forms 
of infiltration and smuggling to maintain the 
Kingdom's security and stability.
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The EU says that the initiatives build on its longstanding 
partnership with UNICEF and are aimed at reinforcing national 
social protection systems, enhancing learning outcomes 
and creating greater opportunities for children to learn and 
develop

JT file

Jordan Civil Aviation Regulatory Commission Chairman of 
the Board of Commissioners Captain Daifallah Farajat says 
that the Kingdom’s airspace has not been closed and  that air 
traffic over Jordan is proceeding smoothly
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Minister of Industry, Trade and Supply Yaroub Qudah on Thursday  meets in London with Chief 
Executive of the London Chamber of Commerce and Industry Karim Fatehi
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The agreement was signed by Minister of Finance Abdelhakim 
Shibli and Director of the German Development Bank office in 
Jordan Matthias Schmidt-Rosen



LONDON (AFP) — Vet-
eran politician Andy 
Burnham took another 
step towards becom-
ing the UK’s next prime 
minister on Thursday 
as nominations to re-
place Keir Starmer as 
Labour leader formally 
opened.

The 56-year-old is 
the only Labour mem-
ber of parliament to 
have publicly said they 
are a candidate to suc-
ceed Starmer, who an-
nounced he was quit-
ting last month.

A steady trickle of 
MPs entered Labour’s 
parliamentary office 
on Thursday morning 
to nominate the person 
they want to lead Brit-
ain’s ruling party.

In the absence of a 
contest, Burnham is 
expected to be crowned 
Labour’s new leader  —  
and prime minister in 
waiting  —  at a special 
conference on July 17.

Burnham, nicknamed 
the “King of the North” 
for winning three 
consecutive Greater 
Manchester mayoral 
elections, would then 
replace Starmer at 10 
Downing Street three 
days later.

“There’s no one else,” 
one Labour MP told 
AFP on condition of 
anonymity after cast-
ing their vote.

If a contest does take 
place, then the victor 
would be announced 
on August 29 follow-
ing a ballot of Labour 
members and affili-
ated unions.

Burnham’s path to 
Downing Street looked 
increasingly assured 
after former armed 
forces minister Al 
Carns ruled himself 
out of the running late 
Wednesday.

Carns had said he 
had hoped a leadership 
contest would give the 
party the “opportunity 
for a proper debate”.

“But months of in-
ternal Labour politics 
isn’t what the country 
needs right now. We’ve 
got to get on with the 
job,” he said, throw-
ing his support behind 
Burnham.

Burnham needs the 
support of 81 of La-
bour’s 402 MPs to be-
come a formal candi-
date, a tally that he 
will surpass easily.

He vowed in a key-
note speech in June to 
“bring about the big-
gest rebalancing of 
power our country has 
seen”.

He pledged to put 
power “in the hands of 
the people and places 
who can use it best”.

“We need a new de-
termination to raise 
living standards of 
every single person in 
this land,” he added.

“And we must accept 
that to do that, to fix 
the economy and the 
country, we need to 
change politics and we 
need to do it now.”

Starmer, under pres-
sure for months over 
policy U-turns and 
questions about his 
judgement, announced 
on June 22 that he was 
resigning after losing 
the support of Labour 
MPs.

His move came after 
Burnham won a by-
election that allowed 
him to return to parlia-
ment to launch a wide-
ly expected leadership 
challenge.

On the day Starmer 
announced his resig-
nation, Burnham was 
sworn into parliament, 
becoming an MP again 
following his stint be-
tween 2001 and 2017.

 ‘Breath of fresh air’
 

Afterwards, some 200 
Labour MPs feted 
Burnham during a 
group photo in West-
minster, in a clear sign 

that they expect him to 
take over.

Former health min-
ister Wes Streeting 
announced he was 
dropping his intention 
to run and backing 
Burnham.

Burnham  —  seen 
as slightly to the left 
of the more centrist 
Starmer  —  is Labour’s 
most popular politi-
cian, surveys show.

Many MPs feel he 
is the party’s best 
chance of clawing back 
support from Nigel 
Farage’s anti-immi-
grant Reform UK party 
before the next general 
election, expected in 
2029.

Reform has led La-
bour in national opin-
ion polls for well over a 
year, although the gap 
has narrowed in recent 
weeks amid questions 
over Farage’s finances.

Burnham has 
pledged fiscal disci-
pline and to reduce 
the country’s balloon-
ing welfare bill, hav-
ing already sought to 
calm markets by com-
mitting to the govern-
ment’s current borrow-
ing limits.

And he has also pro-
posed the creation of 
a “No. 10 North” to co-
ordinate a devolution  
—  a reference to the 
UK prime minister’s 
address at 10 Downing 
Street.

One Labour MP, who 
asked not to be named, 
said the party was 
right to “roll the dice” 
on Burnham, saying 
“he couldn’t be worse 
than Starmer”.

“I hope he’s a breath 
of fresh air,” the law-
maker told AFP.

Another, also speak-
ing on condition of ano-
nymity, said he backed 
Burnham but was con-
cerned that Burnham 
will only have a few 
weeks to prepare for 
government.

VENEZUELA (AFP) — 
The United Nations 
launched an urgent 
appeal on Wednesday 
for nearly $300 mil-
lion towards Venezuela 
earthquake relief oper-
ations after the death 
toll from the disas-
ter rose to more than 
3,600 people.

There is huge hu-
manitarian need after 
one of Latin America’s 
worst earthquake dis-
asters left thousands 
of people homeless and 
thousands more still 
missing. In badly dam-
aged La Guaira, fami-
lies are still digging 
for the bodies of loved 
ones in the rubble.

“Donors are already 
stepping up, and I pay 
tribute to them, and I 
thank them,” UN hu-
manitarian chief Tom 
Fletcher said dur-
ing a meeting on the 
disaster.

Officials were ap-
pealing for $296 mil-
lion to provide urgent-
ly needed aid for 1.3 
million people over six 
months, he said.

Caracas also called 
Wednesday for the re-
lease of frozen assets 
to help raise funds for 
the country’s recovery.

“We call upon all 
countries currently 
holding blocked funds 
belonging to Venezuela 
to initiate a plan to re-
lease these funds so 
that they can be used 
for recovery efforts,” 
Foreign Minister 
Yvan Gil told the UN 
meeting.

“There are accounts 
belonging to the Ven-
ezuelan state in vari-
ous parts of the world 
that have been frozen 
as a result of illegal 
sanctions.”

Gil referenced gold 
held by Britain and fi-
nances frozen by the 

United States.
The US government 

has already lifted a 
number of economic 
sanctions against Ven-
ezuela for four months 
to facilitate relief 
operations.

Washington had im-
posed sweeping eco-
nomic sanctions on 
Venezuela, particularly 
from 2019 onward, in 
an effort to squeeze 
the leftist government 
of president Nicolas 
Maduro, whom the 
United States consid-
ered illegitimate.

Since US forces top-
pled Maduro in Janu-
ary, ties with Caracas 
have improved.

The Trump admin-
istration has support-
ed interim president 
Delcy Rodriguez and 
has gradually eased 
sanctions, particularly 
to facilitate the devel-

opment of Venezuela’s 
huge oil reserves.

Even before the 
June 24 tragedy, Ven-
ezuela struggled with 
decades of economic 
turmoil that left infra-
structure and health 
services depleted.

The UN estimates 
the quakes caused 
$6.7 billion in damage 
— equivalent to 6 per 
cent Venezuela’s GDP.

The international 
airport serving Cara-
cas was also damaged 
and is still closed to 
commercial flights.

Two weeks after the 
7.2 and 7.5 magnitude 
earthquakes, interna-
tional rescue teams 
have mostly ended at-
tempts to find survi-
vors though families 
continue to scour ruins 
for bodies.

The government up-
dated the death toll 

on Tuesday to 3,685 
and said nearly 17,000 
were injured.

Nearly 18,000 people 
have been left home-
less by the quakes 
which flattened scores 
of residential build-
ings in La Guaira.

In the Caraballeda 
sector of La Guaira, 
three families sat on 
Wednesday at a corner 
waiting for donations 
after searching the 
area for food, water 
and other supplies.

They managed to 
find diapers, bottles of 
water, toilet paper and 
some food.

“I don’t know how 
long we will be like 
this,” said Stefani Ga-
rate, 26, who used to 
sell coconut candies on 
the beach.

“At least today they 
gave us some rice, spa-
ghetti and sardines.”

Genesis Ramirez, 
34, a hairdresser, was 
looking for her nieces 
in the wreckage of one 
building.

“How can I not have 
hope when a baby was 
pulled alive from this 
same building? How 
can I lose faith?” she 
said. “Until you see the 
body, you don’t lose 
hope.”

Nearly a dozen exca-
vators removed rubble 
from the OPP housing 
complex where sev-
eral towers completely 
collapsed.

A few people there 
maintained a vigil, 
hoping to recover their 
loved ones’ bodies.

The stench of decom-
position permeated the 
air, as a woman wept 
over a black body bag.

“Now all that’s left 
is body recovery,” one 
soldier said.

NAIROBI (AFP) — The 
Ebola outbreak in 
Democratic Republic 
of Congo(DRC) is the 
“fastest growing” ever, 
African health authori-
ties said on Thursday, 
as the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) said 
it had killed 600 people.

Updated numbers is-
sued by the UN health 
agency showed there 
have been 1,759 con-
firmed cases in DR 
Congo since the out-
break was declared in 
mid-May, including 600 
confirmed deaths.

“This is the fastest 
growing Ebola out-
break ever, not only 
among the previous 
Bundibugyo outbreaks, 
but all the different vi-
ruses that are causing 
Ebola,” Wessam Mank-
oula, head of emergen-
cy preparedness and 
response for the Africa 
Centres for Disease 
Control and Preven-
tion (Africa CDC) told 
reporters.

The deadliest Ebola 
outbreak  —  in 2013-16 
in West Africa  —  had 
994 cases in the first 
six weeks, compared 
with 1,596 in the cur-
rent one, he said.

“Unfortunately the 
virus is still ahead of 
our response. It’s mov-

ing faster than deploy-
ing the resources to 
control the situation,” 
Mankoula said, adding 
that the number of cas-
es was estimated to be 
doubling every 28 days.

He said $1.4 billion 
was needed in total for 
the disease and human-

itarian response.
“We need to surge our 

response, and surging 
our response means 
financial resources, 
human resources,” 
Wessam said. “We are 
urging all partners, do-
nors... to fast-track the 
disbursement of those 

resources.”

One in three
patients dying

Ebola spreads through 
close contact and in-
fected bodily fluids. 
The current outbreak is 
caused by Bundibugyo, 
a rare species that has 
no approved vaccine 
or treatment and is be-
lieved to have spread 
for some time before it 
was detected.

The WHO’s figures 
for the DRC, which 
come from the health 
authorities in the vast 
country, show that the 
outbreak there has a 
case fatality rate of 34 
per cent.

A total of 285 patients 
in the DRC have recov-
ered, while 304 sus-
pected cases of the vi-
ral haemorrhagic fever 
are under investigation.

The outbreak in 
northeastern DRC has 
hit four provinces but 
is focused on Ituri 

province.
The trial of two po-

tential treatments for 
Bundibugyo began 
in the DRC on July 
2, and is evaluating 
the effectiveness of 
the monoclonal anti-
body MBP134 and the 
antiviral drug rem-
desivir, alone and in 
combination.

Cuts have hit response 

The DRC’s 17th Ebola 
outbreak was declared 
on May 15 after sev-
eral deaths in Ituri, 
a mineral-rich prov-
ince plagued by armed 
groups.

“Population move-
ments, persistent inse-
curity, and the fragility 
of the health system 
continue to complicate 
efforts to bring the out-
break under control,” 
Anne Ancia, the WHO’s 
representative in the 
DRC, said on Tuesday.

She said there were 
now around 700 beds 

across 22 treatment 
centres and 300 more 
beds in the pipeline, 
with centres operating 
at around 90 per cent 
capacity.

More than 10,000 
contacts of infected 
people are being moni-
tored, at a follow-up 
rate of 82 per cent. The 
WHO believes a rate 

of 95 per cent is need-
ed to get on top of the 
outbreak.

Laboratory capac-
ity has increased from 
30 tests per day in the 
capital Kinshasa to 
more than 2,000 in de-
centralised labs in the 
affected provinces.

One of the affected 
provinces is South Kivu, 
which has seen clashes 
between the Congolese 
armed forces and the 
Rwanda-backed M23 
armed group.

“Before Ebola struck, 
millions were already 
facing conflict, hunger, 
displacement, weak 
basic services and lim-
ited healthcare,” Tom 
Fletcher, head of the 
UN’s humanitarian 
operations, said in a 
communique.

“DRC is one of the 
world’s most complex 
humanitarian crises. 
Recent cuts in humani-
tarian funding have 
made the response even 
harder,” he said.

BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
United States has re-
sumed cash shipments 
to Iraq after a delay, 
signalling its support 
for Prime Minister Ali 
Al Zaidi’s administra-
tion, with the premier 
expected in Washington 
later this month, a gov-
ernment spokesperson 
said on Thursday.

Iraq’s revenues from 
oil exports are largely 
held at the Federal Re-
serve Bank in New York, 
under an arrangement 
reached after the 2003 
US-led invasion that 
toppled former ruler 
Saddam Hussein.

Under the system, 

payments for oil are 
made into dollar-de-
nominated accounts in 
the US which are then 
either used to pay for 
imports or flow to Iraq 
as cash.

Earlier this year, 
Washington suspended 
the cash transfers to 
Iraq as it piled pres-
sure on Baghdad to dis-
arm Iran-backed armed 
groups, which launched 
hundreds of attacks on 
US facilities in Iraq dur-
ing the Middle East war.

Iraqi officials down-
played the issues, say-
ing the dollar shipments 
had ceased due to the 
closure of airspace and 

the security situation.
Government spokes-

person Haidar Al Abou-
di told AFP that cash 
“shipments have re-
sumed some time ago”.

“The resumption is 
a positive indicator” 
ahead of Zaidi’s visit 
to Washington, Aboudi 
said, adding “We look 
at it through the lens of 
cooperation, coordina-
tion, and partnership.”

Aboudi said that 
Zaidi’s top priority in 
Washington would be 
“the economic partner-
ship with the United 
States”.

In May, a senior US 
State Department of-

ficial, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, 
said the US was looking 
for “concrete actions” 
from Zaidi to distance 
the state from pro-Iran 
armed groups before re-
suming cash shipments 
and security aid to the 
country.

Zaidi, who only re-
cently took office with 
the blessing of the Unit-
ed States, has vowed to 
ensure a state monopoly 
on weapons and urged 
armed groups to hand 
over their weapons to 
the state.

During his visit to 
Washington, the first 
since he took office in 

April, Zaidi hopes to 
attract more US invest-
ment to Iraq, which ur-
gently needs to revive 
its economy, especially 
after revenue losses 
caused by the halt of oil 
exports during the Mid-
dle East war.

Like other Gulf oil 
producers, Iraq, a 
founding member of 
OPEC, was greatly af-
fected by the war.

It is hugely dependent 
on oil exports, which 
make up about 90 per 
cent of its budget rev-
enues, while the vast 
majority of its crude 
travels via the Strait of 
Hormuz.
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UN launches appeal for nearly 
$300 mn in Venezuela quake relief

Labour leadership contest takes 
Burnham closer to UK PM’s office

Ebola outbreak is ‘fastest growing ever’ as 600 die

US resumed cash shipments to Baghdad — Iraq gov’t spokesperson
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Men walk along the ruins of collapsed buildings in Caraballeda, La Guaira state, Venezuela, on Wednesday, following powerful 
earthquakes that struck the region

AFP photo

Labour MP and challenger for leader of the Labour party, Andy Burnham, laughs as he delivers 
a speech in Manchester, northern England, on June 29

AFP photo

The deadliest Ebola outbreak — in 2013-16 in West Africa — had 994 cases in the first six 
weeks, compared with 1,596 in the current one

‘Population 

movements, 

persistent 

insecurity, and 

the fragility 

of the health 

system continue 

to complicate 

efforts to bring 

the outbreak 

under control’



Top South Korea court to decide 
ex-president’s martial law case
SEOUL (AFP) — 
South Korea’s highest 
court is set to issue a 
verdict on Thursday in 
a case against former 
president Yoon Suk 
-yeol over alleged 
crimes related to his 
failed martial law dec-
laration and its chaotic 
aftermath.

The case covers ac-
cusations that Yoon 
had obstructed Cabi-
net deliberations and 
used forged signatures 
of the prime minister in 
the lead-up to the 2024 
declaration, as well as 
using presidential se-
curity agents to block 
his own arrest after 
lawmakers had nulli-
fied it.

The supreme court 
is due to announce its 
ruling at 2:00 pm (5:00 
GMT), following ap-
peals against a lower 
court’s decision.

The disgraced former 
president is already in 
detention while he ap-
peals a separate life 
sentence for leading an 
insurrection with his 
martial law declara-
tion, which he insists 
was motivated by the 
public interest.

The shock late-night 
national televised ad-
dress in December 2024 
that suspended civilian 
rule plunged South Ko-
rea into an unprec-
edented political crisis.

Martial law lasted 
only about six hours 
as lawmakers raced to 
vote it down in an emer-
gency session.

However, Yoon’s move 

triggered protests, sent 
the stock market plung-
ing and caught key al-
lies like the United 
States off-guard.

In the case brought 
before the supreme 
court, Yoon is accused 
of obstructing delib-
erations by convening 
only a select group of 
ministers for a meeting 
shortly before he de-
clared martial law.

Other charges include 
allegedly creating and 
destroying a false mar-

tial law decree bearing 
forged signatures from 
the prime minister, or-
dering officials to dis-
tribute a misleading 
press release to foreign 
media, and directing an 
army commander to de-
lete records from secure 
military phones.

In January, a lower 
court had sentenced 
Yoon to five years in 
prison after convicting 
him on most charges.

In April, an appeals 
court upheld the rul-

ing, added a guilty ver-
dict over the mislead-
ing press release, and 
raised the sentence to 
seven years.

Both prosecutors and 
Yoon’s legal team had 
appealed to the su-
preme court, whose rul-
ings are final.

The court said it 
would livestream 
Thursday’s hearing af-
ter granting prosecutors’ 
request.

In a separate case, 
a court handed Yoon a 

30-year prison sentence 
for sending drones into 
North Korea to “manu-
facture” a crisis ahead of 
his martial law bid.

The former president 
has insisted his mar-
tial law declaration was 
“solely for the sake of the0  
nation”.

In 2024, he also de-
fended it as necessary 
to root out “anti-state 
forces” and quash what 
he claimed were threats 
from North Korea.

Yoon was ousted over 

the martial law bid in 
April 2025, triggering 
elections that gave the 
presidency to Lee Jae 
Myung of the centre-
left Democratic Party.

Several senior of-
ficials in Yoon’s ad-
ministration are also 
awaiting supreme 
court rulings in sepa-
rate cases related to the 
martial law, including 
former prime minister 
Han Duck-soo and his 
interior minister Lee 
Sang-min.

HANOI, Vietnam (AFP) 
— Myanmar’s foreign 
minister will meet his 
regional ASEAN coun-
terparts in Bangkok on 
Sunday, Vietnam’s for-
eign ministry said on 
Thursday.

Myanmar has been 
largely frozen out of 
the 11-nation Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) since 
a military coup ousted 
the elected government 
of Aung San Suu Kyi in 
2021, triggering a civil 
war.

But junta chief Min 
Aung Hlaing was in-
stalled as civilian presi-
dent in April following 
highly restricted elec-
tions, and neighbouring 
Thailand has been lead-
ing the charge to begin 
normalising relations.

While informal, My-
anmar Foreign Minis-
ter Tin Maung Swe’s 
attendance at the talks 
on Sunday represents 
“another crack in the 
ASEAN position”, said 
Richard Horsey, sen-
ior Asia adviser at the 
International Crisis 
Group.

“It’s diplomatic cho-
reography towards an 
end which is Min Aung 
Hlaing standing with 
ASEAN leaders in Ma-
nila in November,” he 
told AFP, referring to the 
bloc’s summit.

But he noted that as 
ASEAN chair, the Philip-
pines would make the 
final decision on wheth-
er to invite Min Aung 
Hlaing — and was “by 
no means guaranteed” 
to do so.

The Bangkok talks fol-
low a state visit by Min 
Aung Hlaing to Laos at 

the weekend — a trip 
Horsey described as the 
“beginning of the end 
of ASEAN’s principled 
position” of refusing 
to normalise relations 
with Myanmar.

Vietnam Foreign Min-
istry spokeswoman 
Pham Thu Hang said 
there would be two 
rounds of talks in Bang-
kok — one with the My-
anmar minister and the 
other without.

They would provide 
“an opportunity for 
the foreign ministers 
to engage in direct ex-
changes, strengthen co-
operation, and promote 
dialogue and reconcilia-
tion in Myanmar”.

Thailand’s foreign 
ministry said there 
would be an informal 
meeting of ASEAN for-
eign ministers, includ-
ing Myanmar, but did 
not specify the date or 
location.

A diplomatic source 
from another ASEAN 
member state separate-
ly confirmed to AFP that 
the Myanmar foreign 
minister would attend 
the talks in person.

Min Aung Hlaing 
plunged Myanmar into 
civil war with his 2021 
coup, which ended a 
decade-long experiment 
with democracy.

He ruled directly as 
military chief for five 
years before becoming 
civilian president in 
April after staging elec-
tions that excluded Suu 
Kyi’s party and others, 
and were blocked from 
rebel-held territory.

His new administra-
tion is making a push 
for international legiti-
macy, analysts say.

Palestinian legislative vote set for 
November 28 — presidential decree

One injured in latest Iran 
attack on Kuwait — ministry

Air defences shoot down 
8 Iranian missiles — JAF 

Continued from page 1

Holding elections is 
part of the reforms de-
manded by the interna-
tional community, which 
supports the Palestinian 
Authority financially.

In 2021, Abbas an-
nounced legislative and 
presidential elections to 
be held in May and July 
of that year respectively.

They were then post-

poned indefinitely due to 
the absence of guarantees 
that voting could take 
place in east Jerusalem, 
which Israel has occupied 
since 1967.

In April, Palestinians 
went to the polls to elect 
municipal council heads 
in the occupied West 
Bank, in the first vote 
since the outbreak of 
the Gaza war in October 
2023.

The PA has faced wide-
spread criticism over 
corruption, stagnation 
and declining legitimacy, 
with donors increasingly 
tying their financial and 
diplomatic support to re-
form, particularly of local 
governance.

In June, Abbas an-
nounced that presidential 
elections would be held in 
early 2027, without say-
ing if he would run.

Continued from page 1

In Qatar, which has 
played a key role mediat-

ing between the US and 
Iran in recent weeks, 
residents received an 
alert warning of an el-

evated threat level, the 
first since the start of an 
April ceasefire between 
the US and Iran.

Continued from page 1

He urged the pub-
lic to follow instruc-

tions issued by the 
relevant authori-
ties, rely on official  
sources for in-

f o r m a t i o n ,  
and refrain from shar-
ing false or misleading  
reports.

Trump orders new strikes on Iran over attacks on shipping in Hormuz

Jordan, Germany sign 684 million euros development 
cooperation package to support economic priorities

Regent visits PSD Forensic Laboratories Department

Continued from page 1

CENTCOM said the 
st rikes were carried 
out to degrade the abil-
ity of Iranian forces 
“to threaten freedom 
of navigation” in the 
strait, through which a 
fifth of the world’s oil 
and liquefied natural 
gas normally flows.

“The United States is 
holding Iran account-
able for recent unjusti-
fied aggression against 
commercial shipping,” 
CENTCOM said on X.

Before ordering the 
latest strikes, Trump 
said the ceasefire with 
Iran was over, prompt-
ing mediators Pakistan 
and Qatar and the Unit-
ed Nations to call for 
de-escalation.

The Strait of Hormuz 
remains a flashpoint in 
the Middle East con-
flict, which began Feb-
ruary 28 with US-Is-
raeli strikes that killed 
Ali Khamenei, Iran’s su-
preme leader, who is to 

be buried in his home-
town of Mashhad on 
Thursday.

Since the attacks, Te-
hran has insisted on 
controlling the strait, 
saying it will charge 
fees for passage and 
threatening to hit ves-
sels that deviate from 
its authorised route.

Its military struck at 
least three ships in re-
cent days, prompting 
extensive US strikes 
against Iranian targets 
on Tuesday, followed by 
retaliatory attacks from 
Iran on Gulf countries.

“We’re gonna hit ‘em 
hard tonight,” Trump 
said at a NATO summit 

in Ankara. “They violate 
the agreement every 
day.”

He added later, how-
ever, that “anything that 
happens is going to be 
over very quickly”.

Oil prices jumped 8 
per cent after Trump’s 
earlier comments that 
the ceasefire was “over.”

UN chief Antonio 
Guterres called mean-
while “on all parties to 
exercise maximum re-
straint” — as did Paki-
stan, a key mediator in 
the US-Iran talks.

Iran said Foreign 
Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi and Qatar’s prime 
minister had spoken 
over the phone on 
Wednesday and “under-
scored the importance 
of using diplomatic 
means to resolve re-
gional issues”.

Both the United States 
and Iran said they had 
hit dozens of targets in 
the initial wave of at-
tacks, which Iranian 
state television said 
had killed eight Iranian 
military personnel.

CENTCOM said its 
forces struck more than 
80 targets on Tues-
day, including Iranian 
air-defence systems, 
coastal radar sites and 
60 Iranian Revolution-
ary Guards Corps small 
boats.

Continued from page 1

The partnership un-
derscores Germany’s 
continued confidence 
in Jordan’s develop-
ment efforts and aims 
to strengthen national 
institutions’ ability to 
achieve sustainable 
growth, the statement 

said. 
Toukan was quoted in 

the statement as saying 
that the periodic meet-
ings demonstrate the 
strength of the strate-
gic partnership between 
Jordan and Germany.

“The discussions offer 
an important opportu-
nity to evaluate achieve-

ments and outline future 
cooperation to meet the 
Kingdom’s developmen-
tal priorities,” she said.

The minister high-
lighted the seven-dec-
ade-long relationship 
between the two coun-
tries and expressed ap-
preciation for Germany’s 
continued support of 

Jordan’s economic and 
sustainable develop-
ment efforts.

Chammas reaffirmed 
Germany’s commitment 
to its partnership with 
Jordan, saying Berlin 
would continue sup-
porting the Kingdom’s 
economic and adminis-
trative priorities.

She described Jordan 
as a reliable partner for 
Germany in the region, 
adding that bilateral 
cooperation would con-
tinue to advance shared 
development goals, in-
cluding efforts to ad-
dress the challenges 
posed by the Syrian ref-
ugee crisis.
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The partnership un-
derscores Germany’s 
continued confidence 
in Jordan’s develop-
ment efforts and aims 
to strengthen national 
institutions’ ability to 
achieve sustainable 
growth, the statement 

said. 
Toukan was quoted in 

the statement as saying 
that the periodic meet-
ings demonstrate the 
strength of the strategic 
partnership between 
Jordan and Germany.

“The discussions offer 
an important opportu-
nity to evaluate achieve-

ments and outline future 
cooperation to meet the 
Kingdom’s developmen-
tal priorities,” she said.

The minister high-
lighted the seven-dec-
ade-long relationship 
between the two coun-
tries and expressed ap-
preciation for Germany’s 
continued support of 

Jordan’s economic and 
sustainable develop-
ment efforts.

Chammas reaffirmed 
Germany’s commitment 
to its partnership with 
Jordan, saying Berlin 
would continue support-
ing the Kingdom’s eco-
nomic and administra-
tive priorities.

She described Jordan 
as a reliable partner for 
Germany in the region, 
adding that bilateral 
cooperation would con-
tinue to advance shared 
development goals, in-
cluding efforts to ad-
dress the challenges 
posed by the Syrian refu-
gee crisis.
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This screen grab taken from video footage shared by the US Military Central Command on 
social media platform X and made available via AFPTV on Thursday shows a fresh round of 
strikes against Iran

 AFP photo
 

A woman walks past the rubble of a Palestinian home demolished by Israeli forces in the village 
of al-Rifayia, south of Hebron in the occupied West Bank, on Thursday

Myanmar FM to meet 
ASEAN ministers in Bangkok 
on Sunday — Hanoi

AFP Photo 

Former South Korean president Yoon Suk-yeol arrives at court to attend a hearing to review his arrest warrant requested by special prosecutors in Seoul on 
Thursday



By Thomas Urbain

Agence France-Presse 

NEW YORK — The US government’s shock moves to 
restrict access to top artificial intelligence systems 
from Anthropic and OpenAI have sparked grow-
ing interest in open-source models, especially ones 
from China.

The de facto bans from an anti-regulation White 
House blindsided the tech world, which had 
grown accustomed to AI labs releasing ever more 
powerful models with nary a worry of government 
intervention.

The episode has thrust a long-simmering debate 
to the fore: Open versus closed AI.

Most of the best-known AI models, like OpenAI’s 
ChatGPT or Anthropic’s Claude, are “closed”, 
meaning the company keeps the underlying code 
and data locked away.

Users can access the AI via an app or website, 
mainly through a subscription, but the company 
controls who gets in and can shut down access at 
any time.

“Open-source” or “open-weight” models work 
differently: The developers release the model’s 
core files for anyone to download, modify and run 
on their own computers. Once released, no one, 
not the company, not a government, can take them 
back.

In early June, the Trump administration ordered 
Anthropic to block non-Americans from using its 
most powerful, and closed, models, Mythos 5 and 
Fable 5.

Faced with the complexity of screening users, 
the startup simply pulled the models offline en-
tirely.

Shortly after, OpenAI agreed to let the govern-
ment approve every customer for its newest mod-
el, GPT-5.6.

“If everything you need to do has to be on a spe-
cific frontier model, that makes whatever you’re 
building a whole lot less reliable” when it is sud-
denly unavailable, said Oren Michels, co-founder 
and CEO of Barndoor AI.

Haitham Mengad, co-founder of Stems Labs, a 
startup focused on AI-powered music creation, 
felt the disruption firsthand.

“Fable has been a game-changing model for me. 
Honestly, when they took it off, it was the first 
time that I realised... it’s almost like a drug,” he 
recalled.

The Mythos episode “was a powerful moment” 
for seeing open source as an alternative, Mengad 
said.

‘Being flexible’

Open models were already gaining fans because us-
ing closed AI keeps getting more expensive.

Around the same time, China’s Zhipu AI (also 
known as Z.ai) released GLM-5.2, an open model 
that performed nearly as well as top offerings 
from Anthropic and OpenAI on several bench-
marks.

“GLM-5.2 is free to download, fine-tune, and run 
on an enterprise’s own servers, putting pricing 
pressure on frontier labs at the same time that 
access looks shaky,” AI analyst Andrew Curran 
noted.

On OpenRouter, a platform that routes requests 
across different AI models, Google, Anthropic and 
OpenAI’s combined share of usage dropped from 
55 per cent to 33 per cent between January and 
June.

China’s open DeepSeek now leads by a clear 
margin.

“You want to be as flexible as you can be. Maybe 
a year-and-a-half ago some large company might 
say we bought Anthropic or we bought OpenAI and 
now no one, no one buys only one,” said Michels.

Among Western companies, France’s Mistral 
stands largely alone in championing open models. 
US tech giant Meta, once a vocal open-source ad-
vocate, has stepped back from that.

Meanwhile, early suspicions about Chinese AI 
models as a security threat are fading, at least 
somewhat.

“I don’t think there’s any risk, to be honest,” said 
Mengad. The fears are more “psychological, emo-
tional than rational”.

Once you download an open model and run it 
on your own hardware, the company that made it, 
Chinese or otherwise, has no access to your data 
or control over how you use it.

Still, some experts think the government crack-
down could also end up coming for open models 
as they become more powerful.

“If Mythos-level models are considered risky, 
China will also not want them to be open,” said 
Ethan Mollick, a professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania and a leading voice on AI — mean-
ing governments everywhere, not just Washington, 
may want to keep top-tier AI locked down.

6 OPINION & ANALYSIS

Samih Maaitah

editor@jordantimes.com
jotimes@jordantimes.com

Raed Omari

Hasan Jazzazi

 | Friday-Saturday, July 10-11, 2026

US crackdown on 
top AI fuels open-
source surge
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Teaching in the age of AI: Why Jordanian universities  
need new learning strategies and an AI pedagogy approach

Dr Haider Al-Majali

In a world full of surprises and 
tensions, the global invest-
ment map is witnessing no-

ticeable changes in its priorities, 
presence and areas of interest as 
a result of various economic, po-
litical, and technological factors 
that expose it to many challenges 
and obstacles. However, the dy-
namism of the global economy 
enables it to keep pace with all 
new trends, understand them and 
absorb them in order to achieve 
effective investment strategies.
For example, we observed that 
investments are usually attracted 
by different factors. Some are di-
rected toward countries that offer 
high growth opportunities, such 
as India, Indonesia and Turkey. 
Others are directed toward ad-
vantages in technological trans-
formation, such as artificial in-
telligence, big data and financial 
technologies, including countries 
in Europe and North America. 
Others focus on the raw materials 
and abundant low-cost labour, 
such as countries in Africa and 
Latin America.These factors have 
significantly affected the type 
and quality of investments at 
times.On the other hand, changes 
in supply chains and reducing 
dependence on certain countries 
have affected investment priori-
ties after COVID-19, and matters 
have come to be managed through 
differentprocesses. 

With regard to geopolitical ten-
sions, they have affected invest-
ment flows and directions. In-
vestments in the education and 
healthcare sectors have increased 
due to their importance, in addi-
tion to the significant growth in 
investment in the digital econo-
my, e-commerce and digital serv-
ices. As for regional transforma-

tions resulting from economic 
reforms and development trends, 
some regions, such as the Middle 
East and Africa, have witnessed 
distinguished global interest as 
new investment destinations gen-
erating good returns compared 
to traditional markets. All these 
circumstances and others have 
redrawn the global investment 
map in a remarkable way, mak-
ing the map confusing due to the 
uncertainty affecting the global 
economy.

Goldman Sachs indicated in a 
report published in 2025 that, as 
a result of severe fluctuations in 
the global economy, changes have 
occurred in the relative shares of 
global investable assets such as 
equities, bonds and gold over the 
past seventy years. The world has 
come to fluctuate between eras of 
confidence in equities and eras of 
seeking refuge in bonds and gold. 
Hence, we witnessed the rise of 
equities as the dominant asset 
from the 1950s until today, with 
equities becoming the primary 
reflection of global growth. Eq-
uities continued to represent the 
largest portion of investable as-
sets in a world filled with surpris-
es and crises until painful eco-
nomic disasters occurred, and the 
proportion of investment directed 
toward equities declined from 
around 80 per cent in the 1950s 
to less than 40 per cent in the 
1970s, before rising again during 
the wave of globalisation and fi-
nancial innovation after 1980 to 
around 55 per cent, due to lower 
inflation, higher productivity and 
confidence in free markets.

Equally, at the height of the oil 
crisis and inflation in the 1970s, 
and with the decline in the attrac-
tiveness of equities, the shares 
and bonds emerged to constitute 
around 60 per cent of global as-

sets. The 1970s came to be known 
as the era of bonds, as bonds be-
came the balancing instrument in 
investment portfolios, particular-
ly after the collapse of inflation 
and the stabilisation of interest 
rates. Bonds, especially sovereign 
ones, became the attractive ref-
uge for global investments.

Further, during the past two 
decades, with zero interest rates, 
declining bond yields and their 
gradual loss of attractiveness, 
the search for a new direction 
and a primary investment prior-
ity became certain. Gold emerged 
as a safe haven during times of 
instability and was relied upon 
remarkably by countries and in-
dividuals. Gold’s share in global 
investment increased to become 
the backbone of the global econ-
omy. However, gold’s share in in-
vestment rose twice. The first was 
in the 1970s following the col-
lapse of the Bretton Woods sys-
tem and the dollar’s link to gold. 
The second was during the major 
financial crises (2008 and 2020), 
when investors turned to gold as 
a hedge against inflation and un-
certainty. Now, with the return of 
geopolitical and monetary infla-
tion, gold has gradually begun to 
regain its role as a fundamental 
component of global investment 
portfolios.On the other hand, over 
the past ten years, modern sectors 
have achieved high investment 
returns and have become major 
attractions for global investment,  
e technology, artificial intelli-
gence, cybersecurity and automa-
tion, traditional and renewable 
energy, including smart grids, 
storage, hydrogen/ammonia, in-
frastructure, transportation and 
supply chains, industry, health-
care and biotechnology; health 
data systems, data centres, fi-
nance and financial services.

Regionally, dynamic markets 
which achieved greater attractive-
ness include Asia, because of in-
dustrial and commercial growth 
and high demand for technology 
and energy, North America, be-
cause of the strength of technol-
ogy, finance and advanced manu-
facturing, Europe, because of the 
shift toward the energy transition 
and regulatory compliance, and 
finally the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA), where growth is 
driven by energy projects, infra-
structure, and urban expansion.

In conclusion, we have recently 
witnessed a shift in the mindset 
of the global investor, swinging 
from confidence in growth and 
focusing on financial returns 
through investment in equities, 
to seeking safety and guaranteed 
returns by relying on bonds, then 
to hedging against the financial 
system itself by focusing on gold.
Today, after COVID-19, the return 
of inflation, rising interest rates, 
disruptions in supply methods, 
the use of financial technology, 
and its positive impact on the 
global economy and international 
food security, together with the 
growing sovereign debt crisis and 
its negative effects, we now stand 
before a new era of balance be-
tween traditional assets and the 
financial security they provide, 
and advanced assets with the 
high returns they offer. Recently, 
we have begun to feel that the 
paper-based financial system is 
losing some of its dominance in 
favor of a new financial system 
based on a balance between real 
or digital assets and a heavy reli-
ance on technology. Thus, are we 
on the edge of a dramatic change 
in the global investment map?

The author is a finance and investment 
expert

The global investment map

By Lubna Hanna Ammari

The rapid development of 
generative artificial intel-
ligence (AI) is reshaping 

the way knowledge is created, 
accessed, and applied. Universi-
ties worldwide are facing a fun-
damental question: Should artifi-
cial intelligence be considered a 
threat to traditional education or 
an opportunity to redesign learn-
ing for a new era? For Jordanian 
universities, the answer lies not 
in resisting AI technologies, but in 
developing responsible strategies 
that ensure AI enhances human 
learning rather than replacing the 
role of students and educators.

Generative AI tools, such as 
large language models, have in-
troduced new possibilities for 
university education. These tech-
nologies can support students 
in brainstorming ideas, explain-
ing complex concepts, receiving 
personalised feedback, and im-
proving their writing and prob-
lem-solving skills. However, the 
educational value of AI does not 
come from allowing students to 
obtain instant answers; it comes 
from teaching them how to 
question, evaluate and improve 
AI-generated outputs. The goal 
should be to transform AI from a 
shortcut for completing assign-
ments into a learning partner that 
encourages deeper understand-
ing, creativity and critical think-
ing.

For Jordanian higher education 
institutions, integrating AI re-

quires a clear educational vision. 
Universities need to establish 
policies that guide the ethical and 
effective use of AI tools by stu-
dents and faculty members. Such 
policies should not focus only on 
preventing misuse or academic 
misconduct, but should define 
acceptable and productive uses 
of AI in learning environments. 
Students should understand is-
sues related to transparency, aca-
demic integrity, data privacy and 
responsible use of AI-generated 
content. Similarly, faculty mem-
bers need institutional support 
to redesign courses and assess-
ments in ways that recognise the 
presence of AI while maintaining 
academic standards.

One of the most important 
changes required is the transfor-
mation of assessment strategies. 
Traditional assessment methods 
that mainly depend on memorisa-
tion and reproducing information 
are becoming less effective in an 
environment where AI can gener-
ate answers within seconds. Uni-
versities need to move towards 
assessments that measure high-
er-order thinking skills, including 
problem-solving, analysis, crea-
tivity and the ability to evaluate 
information. Instead of asking 
students only to provide answers, 
assessments should ask them to 
explain their reasoning, critique 
AI-generated responses, identify 
errors or biases in AI outputs, 
and develop innovative solutions 
using AI as a supporting tool.

For example, a student in engi-

neering, business, tourism, edu-
cation or computer science could 
be asked to use AI tools during a 
project, but the evaluation should 
focus on how effectively the stu-
dent defines the problem, selects 
appropriate AI applications, veri-
fies the accuracy of results and 
makes informed decisions. This 
approach ensures that AI be-
comes a tool for developing hu-
man capabilities rather than re-
placing them.

Another essential step is in-
vesting in faculty development. 
Training educators on AI should 
go beyond teaching them how to 
operate specific tools. Universi-
ties need to introduce the concept 
of “AI Pedagogy”, which focuses 
on how artificial intelligence can 
be integrated into teaching meth-
ods, curriculum design and as-
sessment practices. Faculty mem-
bers need to understand how AI 
changes the learning process, 
how to design meaningful activi-
ties involving AI and how to guide 
students in becoming responsible 
users of these technologies.

International organisations 
have highlighted the importance 
of this transformation. UNESCO 
has emphasised that the use of 
generative AI in education re-
quires a human-centered ap-
proach that protects human 
agency, promotes inclusion, and 
supports teachers rather than re-
placing them. Similarly, research 
in higher education indicates 
that AI can improve learning out-
comes when it is integrated with 

appropriate pedagogical strate-
gies, active learning approaches 
and strong academic guidance.

Jordan has a significant oppor-
tunity to position its higher edu-
cation sector as a regional leader 
in responsible AI adoption. With 
its strong academic institutions, 
young population and growing 
technology ecosystem, Jordan 
can develop innovative models 
for AI-enhanced education. This 
requires collabouration between 
universities, accreditation bod-
ies, policymakers and technology 
experts to create national guide-
lines, support research, and en-
courage experimentation with 
new teaching and assessment ap-
proaches.

The future of university educa-
tion will not be defined by wheth-
er students use artificial intel-
ligence, but by how intelligently 
they use it. The role of universities 
is therefore evolving from deliver-
ing information to developing the 
skills that machines cannot easily 
replace: Critical thinking, ethical 
judgement, creativity, collaboura-
tion and lifelong learning. By 
adopting responsible AI policies, 
redesigning assessment methods 
and preparing faculty members 
through AI-focused pedagogical 
training, Jordanian universities 
can ensure that artificial intelli-
gence becomes a catalyst for bet-
ter education rather than a chal-
lenge to academic values.

Lubna Hanna Ammari, Assistant Dean of 
Ammon Applied University College

US Senate candidate’s implosion forces Democratic reckoning
By Frankie Taggart

Agence France-Presse

WASHINGTON, United States 
— The collapse of Graham Plat-
ner’s US Senate campaign has 
forced Democrats into a painful 
reckoning over how a scandal-
plagued political novice became 
the standard-bearer in one of the 
party’s most important races of 
the midterm elections.

Platner, a Marine veteran 
whose blunt anti-establishment 
message thrilled the progressive 
grassroots, quit the Maine race 
after a rape allegation he denies 
drove major Democratic backers 
to abandon him.

The scandal hit a party already 
split between voters demanding 
insurgent populism and leaders 
warning that, even in the era of 
Donald Trump, outsider move-
ments still need professional vet-
ting — especially in races that 
could decide control of Congress.

Platner’s exit leaves Democrats 
a narrow window to field a re-
placement against Republican 
Senator Susan Collins, one of 
their top targets in the November 
fight for the Senate.

But the deeper question reach-
es beyond Maine: How to find 
candidates who can channel an-
ger at Washington without buck-
ling under the scrutiny that high 
office demands.

Analysts say Platner’s rise 
spoke to a real hunger for fight-
ers who sound less polished, less 
cautious and less beholden to do-
nors than the candidates national 
leaders tend to favour.

The hard-charging oysterman 
beat the party establishment by 
casting himself as a working-
class outsider, attacking corpo-
rate power and vowing to break 
a system he said served billion-
aires over ordinary people.

To supporters, his appeal was 
obvious: Democrats had spent too 
long elevating safe, familiar can-
didates who couldn’t inspire vot-
ers furious over inequality, rising 
costs and party leaders in Wash-
ington too timid to fight Trump.

That argument now cuts to 
the heart of Democratic anxiety 
about 2028, when the party must 
again find a presidential nominee 
who can excite voters without 
collapsing under pressure.

The anti-establishment left 

sees the Maine disaster as proof 
the party must keep faith with 
the voters who backed Platner, 
not let Washington impose an-
other cautious nominee.

The party establishment sees a 
different lesson: That opposition 
research, debate scrutiny and 
general-election campaigning ex-
ist for a reason.

Adam Jentleson, who quit as 
a senior aide to Democrat John 
Fetterman in 2024 over concerns 
about the Pennsylvania senator’s 
mental health, posted on X that 
Platner’s story had always de-
manded “several leaps of faith”.

“Shading a narrative towards 
the positive is standard — lying 
is not,” he said. “As an aide you 
have to ask yourself when you 
veer from the former into the lat-
ter.”

Jeff Robbins, a former senior 
federal prosecutor and counsel 
for Senate Democrats, called it 
“a vivid illustration” of a left that 
too often bends “inconvenient 
facts” for political expediency.

Even before the rape allega-
tion, Platner’s campaign had 
been dogged by incendiary old 
posts, sexually explicit messages 

to women early in his marriage, 
a Nazi-linked tattoo he later cov-
ered up and claims that he had 
mistreated women. Platner has 
acknowledged past struggles 
with undiagnosed PTSD and al-
cohol abuse, but has denied phys-
ically harming former partners.

His supporters cast those flaws 
as a redemption story; his crit-
ics say the left confused charis-
ma with viability and dismissed 
questions about character as es-
tablishment sabotage.

Maine Democrats now face 
a more immediate problem: 
Naming a nominee by late July 
through a compressed state party 
process.

But any nominee will have to 
unite Platner’s wounded support-
ers with moderates, independ-
ents and women voters wary of 
a party that just watched its cho-
sen candidate implode.

Cheyenne Hunt, whose group 
Reckoning Action works to con-
front misogyny in public life, 
said Platner’s rise required “far 
too many people to ignore glaring 
red flags” because he looked like 
a “golden boy progressive candi-
date”.
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BERLIN (AFP) — Ger-
man exports unex-
pectedly rose in May, 
their fourth straight 
monthly increase, of-
ficial data showed on 
Thursday, as Europe's 
biggest economy de-
fied headwinds from 
the Iran war.

Exports rose 0.9 per 
cent from the previous 
month to 137.9 billion 
euros ($158 billion), ac-
cording to preliminary 
data from statistics 
agency Destatis, driven 
by a rise in demand 
from the United States 
and China.

Analysts surveyed 
by financial data firm 
FactSet had expected a 
decline of one per cent.

It was the latest evi-
dence that Germany's 

long-struggling econ-
omy is coping with 
the turmoil unleashed 
by the US-Israeli war 
against Iran better 
than some had feared.

Figures released ear-
lier this week showed 
German industrial 
output and orders also 
increased in May.

"These are encourag-
ing signals for the Ger-
man economy, even if 
certain sectors are still 
facing a deep crisis," 
Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz told parliament 
on Thursday.

The trade data re-
leased on Thursday 
showed that the prima-
ry destination for Ger-
man exports remained 
the United States, to 
the tune of 14.1 billion 

euros, a rise of 23.1 per 
cent month-on-month.

Exports to China 
were also up 7.1 per 
cent to reach 6.2 bil-
lion euros.

However, exports to 
other EU states fell by 
1.1 per cent, with im-
ports from the rest of 
the bloc also down 2.5 
per cent.

Imports in May fell 
by 2.5 per cent to 118.8 
billion euros, mean-
ing that the country's 
trade surplus rose to 
19.1 billion euros.

The Iran war has 
dimmed prospects for 
a strong rebound in 
Germany's economy 
this year, with the gov-
ernment now expect-
ing growth of just 0.5 
per cent.

AMMAN (JT) — The 
Jordan Chamber of In-
dustry (JCI) has held 
a specialised work-
shop to showcase the 
Jordan Eco-Label (JO-
Ecolabel) Programme, 
a national initiative led 
by the Jordan Stand-
ards and Metrology Or-
ganisation (JSMO) with 
support of the German 
Agency for Internation-
al Cooperation (GIZ).

The programme aims 
to promote environ-
mentally responsible 
production, enhance 
the competitiveness 
of Jordanian products 
and provide manufac-
turers with a certifica-
tion that adds market 
value, strengthens con-
sumer confidence and 
expands export oppor-
tunities, according to a 
JCI statement. 

Ahmad Al Bas, repre-
sentative of the chemi-
cals and cosmetics in-
dustries sector at the 
JCI, said the JO-Eco-
label offers a strategic 
opportunity for local 
manufacturers to dem-
onstrate their commit-
ment to environmental 
responsibility while 
meeting growing de-
mand for sustainable 

products in domes-
tic and international 
markets.

He said the label 
would signal that Jor-
danian products com-
ply with recognised 
environmental stand-
ards and reflect in-
ternational best prac-
tices in sustainable 
production.

Addressing repre-
sentatives of personal 
care and cosmetics 
companies, Manager 
of the Conformity Cer-

tificates Directorate 
at JSMO Baraa Hiyari 
highlighted Jordan's 
focus on sustainability 
and the green economy.

She said the initia-
tive supports the ob-
jectives of the Eco-
nomic Modernisation 
Vision by enhancing 
industrial competitive-
ness, improving re-
source efficiency, pro-
moting innovation and 
accelerating the tran-
sition to more sustain-
able production and 

consumption.
Hiyari said JSMO is 

developing the JO-Eco-
label as the region's 
first environmental 
certification scheme 
designed in line with 
leading international 
standards.

She noted that the 
certification process 
will be based on sci-
entifically developed 
environmental crite-
ria and comprehensive 
life cycle assessments, 
evaluating products 
from raw material 
sourcing and manu-
facturing through use, 
recycling and final 
disposal.

GIZ Policy Adviser 
David Musleh high-
lighted the progress 
made in implementing 
the JO-Ecolabel project 
through the Green Ac-
tion in Enterprises 
(GAIN) programme, 
which provides tech-
nical support for the 
initiative.

The workshop aimed 
to prepare Jordan's 
industrial sector for 
future market require-
ments by promoting 
sustainable produc-
tion practices and 
highlighting the grow-

ing importance of en-
vironmental perform-
ance alongside product 
quality and price as a 
"key" driver of global 
competitiveness.

Participants received 
an overview of the pro-
gramme's phased roll-
out, which will initial-
ly cover tissue paper 
products and laundry 
detergents, followed 
by personal care and 
cosmetics products in 
the second phase and 
cement products in the 
third.

The session also 
outlined certification 
requirements, applica-
tion fees and the role of 
universities in prepar-
ing product life cycle 
assessment studies.

The JO-Ecolabel Pro-
gramme is a voluntary 
national certification 
scheme awarded to 
products and serv-
ices that demonstrate 
strong environmental 
performance. Appli-
cants must meet estab-
lished environmental 
criteria, comply with 
national regulations 
and satisfy the pro-
gramme's certification 
requirements, accord-
ing to the statement.

New investment rules cut licensing 
procedures to 72 hours in development zones

German exports rise despite Iran war headwinds

AMMAN (JT) — Minister 
of Investment Tareq Abu 
Ghazaleh on Thursday 
said recent amendments 
to the Investment En-
vironment Regulation 
Bylaw have streamlined 
licensing procedures in 
development and free 
zones

The new licensing 
procedures allow com-
plete applications for 
construction licences 
and occupancy permits 
to be processed within 
72 hours, according to 
the Ministry of Invest-
ment statement.

The minister made the 
remarks during the Min-
istry of Investment's 
second-quarter 2026 co-
ordination meeting with 
development zone devel-
opers, which reviewed 
operational updates, 
regulatory amendments, 
developer performance 
evaluations and invest-
ment success stories.

Abu Ghazaleh noted 
the amendments as a 
"major" step towards 
improving the business 
environment by sim-
plifying procedures, re-
engineering workflows 
and reducing the time 
required to obtain ap-

provals and permits.
He said the amend-

ments introduced, for 
the first time, a fast-
track mechanism for 
issuing construction 
licences and occupancy 
permits in development 
and free zones, enabling 
fully compliant applica-
tions to be completed 
within 72 hours.

Abu Ghazaleh said the 
measure was made pos-
sible by restructuring 
procedures and reduc-
ing the number of com-
mittees and approval 
stages, helping to cut 
bureaucracy, improve 
regulatory efficiency 
and accelerate the im-
plementation of invest-
ment projects.

He added that the 
amended bylaw also in-
troduced a compliance-
based licensing system, 
allowing investors to 
begin operations based 
on self-compliance, sub-
ject to post-licensing 
inspections.

Abu Ghazaleh re-
viewed the second-
quarter performance 
evaluation results for 
development and free 
zone developers as 
part of its institutional 

framework for perform-
ance measurement, 
transparency and con-
tinuous improvement.

During the meeting, 
King Hussein Busi-
ness Park presented its 
"Sustainable and Eco-
Friendly Development" 
initiative as a model for 
integrating environmen-
tal, social and govern-
ance (ESG) principles 
into the planning and 
management of develop-
ment zones.

The initiative includes 
corporate social respon-
sibility programmes fo-
cused on youth, support 
for sustainable develop-
ment and strengthening 
the economic and devel-
opmental role of devel-
opment zones in local 
communities.

The ministry said the 
coordination meetings 
are held regularly to 
monitor the perform-
ance of development and 
free zones, address chal-
lenges and opportuni-
ties, and use stakeholder 
feedback to improve the 
investment environment 
and services provided to 
investors, according to 
the Ministry of Invest-
ment statement.
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AMMAN (JT) — Amman Stock Exchange (ASE) 
trading value for Thursday amounted to JD7.9 
million spread over 3 million shares that traded 
through 3,471 transactions. 

The ASE share price index shed 0.08 per cent, 
closing at 3883.90 points.

Out of 86 companies whose shares were trad-
ed, the share price of 35 companies rose while 
the share price of another 18 declined. 

Topping the list of the companies whose shares 
gained the most were United Cable Industries 
by 3.82 per cent, Afaq Holding for Investment 
and Real Estate Development Company Plc. by 
3.57 per cent, Jordanian Company for Develop-
ing and Financial Investment by 3.51 per cent, 
Northern Cement Company by 3.31 per cent, and 
Ihdathiat Co-ordinates by 3.28 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the 
most were Jordan Poultry Processing and Mar-
keting by 5 per cent, Al Shamekha for Real Estate 
and Financial Investments by 4.76 per cent, Spe-
cialised Jordanian Investment by 4.67 per cent, 
Arab Investors Union Company for Real Estates 
Developing by 3.51 per cent, and High Perform-
ance Real Estate Investments by 2.78 per cent.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

Jordanian, Saudi firms launch 
pharmaceutical investment partnership

'JO-Ecolabel' programme showcases at industry workshop

Cocoa lynchpin sees chocolate lovers make hesitant return

AMMAN (JT) — Jor-
dan's Ram Pharma-
ceutical Industries and 
Saudi Arabia's Cigalah 
Healthcare on Thursday 
launched an investment 
partnership aimed at 
boosting value-added 
investment in Jordan 
and expanding Jorda-
nian-Saudi economic 
cooperation.

Minister of Invest-
ment Tareq Abu Ghazal-
eh said Jordanian-Saudi 
relations are a model of 
deep-rooted ties, add-
ing that the partnership 
reflects the strength 
of economic relations 
between the two coun-
tries and the confidence 
shared by private-sector 
institutions.

He noted the partner-
ship as an important 
step towards greater 
Arab economic integra-
tion and cooperation in 
one of the region's most 
strategic sectors, ac-
cording to a Ministry of 
Investment statement.

"Investment in phar-
maceuticals and health-
care is an investment in 
people, quality of life 
and the ability of socie-
ties to withstand chal-
lenges and crises," Abu 
Ghazaleh said, noting 
that an advanced phar-
maceutical industry 
has become a strategic 
necessity for health se-

curity and national and 
economic resilience.

He said Jordan has 
built a "solid" phar-
maceutical manu-
facturing sector over 
several decades, with 
locally produced medi-
cines reaching dozens 
of regional and interna-
tional markets.

The government 
places particular em-
phasis on value-added 
industries, especially 
pharmaceuticals, as key 

drivers of sustainable 
economic growth and 
quality employment for 
the Economic Moderni-
sation Vision, he added.

Abu Ghazaleh said 
the partnership dem-
onstrates confidence 
in Jordan's investment 
environment, citing 
the Kingdom's modern 
legislative framework, 
competitive advantages, 
skilled workforce, ad-
vanced infrastructure 
and access to regional 

and global markets.
The Minister ex-

pressed that this part-
nership would serve as 
a model for further Arab 
investment partner-
ships and deeper region-
al economic integration.

The initiative comes 
amid growing regional 
and international in-
terest in the pharma-
ceutical industry as a 
strategic sector that 
supports health secu-
rity, strengthens sup-

ply chains, facilitates 
knowledge and technol-
ogy transfer and pro-
motes exports and job 
creation.

The partnership 
brings together two 
leading companies in 
the pharmaceutical and 
healthcare sectors, both 
of which have estab-
lished a strong presence 
in Arab and internation-
al markets, according to 
the Ministry of Invets-
ment statement.

ZURICH (AFP) — Barry 
Callebaut, one of the 
world's biggest choco-
late makers, signalled 
on Thursday that choco-
holics are starting to re-
plenish their stocks after 
being stung by inflation.

The group, which 
says it runs the world's 
biggest chocolate fac-
tory in Belgium and pro-
vides cocoa products to 
nearly all major makers, 
warned however that 
any improvement would 
be "gradual".

Barry Callebaut said 
sales volumes increased 
for the first time in two 
years in the quarter 
from March to May this 
year, as it revealed its 
latest results.

It said that sales vol-
ume fell 2.8 per cent to 

1.5 million tonnes over 
the first nine months of 
its financial year up, but 
had increased 5.7 per 
cent in the third quarter.

Asia, the Middle East 
and Africa boosted sales 
over the nine months, 
while Western Europe 
was down 2.5 per cent 
and North America 7.6 
per cent.

It predicted that for 
the whole financial year 
up to the end of August, 
sales volumes would 
be down about one per 
cent.

The group attributed 
the belated increase to 
increased demand for 
cocoa powder and some 
customers "replenishing 
their stocks".

Its turnover over the 
nine months fell 12.7 per 

cent against the previ-
ous year to 9.5 billion 
Swiss francs ($11.75 
billion), below analysts' 
forecasts.

The group's perform-
ance reflects the roller 
coaster ride by cocoa 
prices over the past five 
years when it has been 
buffeted by wars, poor 
harvests and economic 
worries in key markets.

Barry Callebaut's 
turnover exploded when 
prices took off in 2024. 
But orders started fall-
ing when customers lost 
their sweet tooth as the 
price of a bar of choco-
late rose by up to 50 per 
cent.

The group does not 
sell direct to consumers 
but provides cocoa and 
chocolate preparations 

to major firms around 
the world, including 
Hershey, Mondelez and 
Nestlé as well as cake, 
cookie and ice cream 
makers.

The cocoa price hit a 
record high of 12,931 
dollars a tonne in New 
York in December 2024. 
But then gradually fell 
to 2,846 dollars a tonne 
through 2025 and early 
2026.

Fears that the Mid-
dle East war could cut 
off fertiliser supplies 
through the strategic 
Strait of Hormuz and 
that the new El Nino 
weather phenomenon 
could hit the harvest 
have pushed the price 
back up again to 4,613 
dollars a tonne in recent 
days.
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RUGBY

England recalls Slade for crunch Fiji 
clash

LONDON (AFP) — England has recealled Henry 
Slade for their must-win Nations Championship 
rugby clash against Fiji in Liverpool on Saturday 
as coach Steve Borthwick bids to avoid a sixth 
straight defeat. Slade did not feature at all dur-
ing England’s woeful Six Nations, where they lost 
four out of their five games. But the 33-year-old 
centre had a strong finish to the domestic sea-
son, leading Exeter to the Prem final. Slade’s re-
turn means Northampton’s Tommy Freeman is 
deployed in his more familiar wing role following 
a year-long effort to convert him into an outside 
centre. Guy Pepper replaces Tom Curry at open-
side flanker in the other change to the starting XV 
beaten 45-21 by world champions South Africa in 
their Nations Championship opener in Johannes-
burg last week. Meanwhile, the uncapped trio of 
South Africa-born Benhard Janse van Rensburg, 
Noah Caluori and George Kloska could all make 
their Test debuts off the bench.

Fly-half Meredith to make Australia 
debut against France

BRISBANE, Australia (AFP) — Rookie Declan 
Meredith was named as the Australia starting 
fly-half Thursday to face France in Brisbane af-
ter Carter Gordon and Ben Donaldson were both 
ruled out with injuries. The 27-year-old ACT 
Brumbies play maker was called into the Aus-
tralia squad for the first time before the Nations 
Championship opener against Ireland last week. 
He failed to make the Wallabies bench, but now 
finds himself as the leading No.10 for Saturday’s 
encounter, with Gordon and Donaldson, who both 
played last week, sidelined by calf strains. Gordon 
will also miss the July 18 clash with Italy. The 
long-term prognosis for Donaldson, who fluffed 
two crucial late penalties in their demoralising 
33-31 defeat to the Irish in Sydney, remains un-
clear. “The group has reset this week in Brisbane 
after what was a tough ending to the first game of 
the Nations Championship,” said Australia coach 
Joe Schmidt. “We have worked hard on continuing 
to improve after missing some vital opportunities 
last weekend.We know we can be better on Satur-
day, and we know that we will need to be against 
the back-to-back Six Nations Champions.”

AT A GLANCE

In Mauritania, Imraguen people’s 
desert-ocean paradise under threat
By EléonoreSens
Agence France-Presse

BANC D’ARGUIN NATU-
RAL RESERVE, Maurit-
anie —  Since he was old 
enough to climb into a 
boat, Samata Mahmoud 
has been fishing the 
vast, dune-lined waters 
of Mauritania’s Banc 
d’Arguin Bay, living a 
centuries-old lifestyle 
threatened by climate 
change and overfishing.

Mahmoud is a member 
of the Imraguen fishing-
based community, a 
desert people who have 
spent centuries develop-
ing practices in harmony 
with nature, living in the 
area where the Sahara 
meets the Atlantic.

At the first light of 
dawn the village of Iwik 
stirs to life, white sails 
unfurling across the 
bay’s calm waters.

With motors banned, 
the only vessels glid-
ing about are “lanches”, 
small sailboats said to 
have originated from an-
cient ties with the Span-
ish Canary Islands.

Banc d’Arguin Nation-
al Park, which was desig-
nated a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in 1989 and 
is located on Maurita-
nia’s northern coast, is 
home to some 4,000 Im-
raguen people, the only 
population permitted to 
live within the reserve.

The area attracts an 

abundance of migratory 
birds, marine mammals 
and diverse fish species, 
nourished by cold, nutri-
ent-rich deep-water up-
wellings and abundant 
seagrass beds.

The Imraguen have de-
veloped a unique method 
of wading-based fish-
ing, practised only in the 
summer.

At low tide, two fish-
ermen stretch a long, 
slender net measuring 
dozens of metres across 
a mudflat, while a third 
uses a pole to strike the 
water, driving fish into 
the trap.

 Increasing scarcity 

His face protected from 
the scorching sun by a 
white turban, Mahmoud 
lifts several sea bream 
and a grouper into the 
boat.

“The fish aren’t the 
same as before,” said 
the boat’s captain, a 
man in his 60s, who 
noted a decline in cer-
tain species like yellow 
mullet.

Fishing activity with-
in the park is strictly 
regulated, but the com-
bined effects of climate 
change and overfishing 

outside the zone pose a 
direct threat.

“Fish quantity in 
the Imraguen people’s 
zones have fallen to 
less than 30 per cent 
of what they were 10 
years ago. There is real 
pressure on the fish,” 
Abderrahmane Chevif 
Bouhobeiny, president 
of the Association for 
the Safeguarding and 
Preservation of Im-
raguen Culture, told 
AFP.

Mohamed Ahmed 
Jeyid, a researcher at 
the Mauritanian Insti-
tute of Oceanographic 

and Fisheries Research, 
described a “disrup-
tion” in the Banc 
d’Arguin ecosystem, 
from warming waters 
to acidification and 
changes in upwelling 
patterns.

He has also wit-
nessed a collapse in the 
stock of certain species 
such as mullet, whose 
catch has dropped by 
two-thirds since 2017.

“Climate change and 
overfishing directly 
threaten the food secu-
rity, income and cultur-
al practices of the Im-
raguen people,” he said.

Pivot in practices 

But it is also a “decline in 
the transmission of tra-
ditional knowledge” and 
new economic forces that 
are contributing to the loss 
of a way of life, said Nami 
Salihy, director of the Banc 
d’Arguin National Park.

Many young Imraguen 
are turning from ances-
tral practices as they move 
to cities or adopt new, 
more profitable fishing 
techniques.

Mohamed LemineJed-
edou mends a net in front 
of his small shack in the 
Banc d’Arguin village of 
Tin Aloule.

In the past, the Im-
raguen made nets and 
fishing tools out of tree 
fibres, the 76-year-old told 
AFP, reflecting nostalgi-
cally on the “simple life” his 
people once led.

But “fishing has 
changed” and the popula-
tion has grown, the sun-
weathered fisherman said. 
As for the Imraguen wom-
en, they continue to han-
dle the processing: Drying 
the fish, extracting oil and 
making jewellery with the 
bones.

Drying was a way to 
preserve the fish before 
the arrival of ice and rapid 
transportation.

Under a small tent sur-
rounded by children, 
Mariam Bilal cuts open 
and guts small fish before 
hanging them to dry.

GENEVA (AFP) — Deep-
sea mining threatens 
more than half of the 
molluscs reliant on hy-
drothermal vents on the 
seabed, the International 
Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) said on 
Thursday.

IUCN said 62 per cent 
of endemic hydrother-
mal vent molluscs — 125 
out of 201 species known 
worldwide — “are at 
risk of extinction due 
to deep-sea mining for 
valuable minerals”, in an 
update to its Red List of 
Threatened Species.

The Red List — which 
assigns threat levels 
ranging from “least con-
cern” to “extinct” — in-
cludes 175,909 species, 
up from 172,620 in the 
previous edition.

It has 49,505 listed as 
threatened with extinc-
tion, up from 48,646 last 
time.

Found only at depths 
down to 5,000 metres 
below sea level, around 
vents spewing water 
that can exceed 450ºC, 
the threatened molluscs 
include snails, limpets, 
mussels, clams and 
chitons.

Many of them have 
only been discovered in 
the past 10 years, “and 
already face extinction 
due to human distur-
bance of their habitat”, 
said IUCN.

The Swiss-based or-
ganisation said explora-
tion of the seabed creat-
ed sediment plumes that 
smothered the animals, 

affected their ability to 
absorb nutrients.

These molluscs “are 
one of the most highly 
threatened of all animal 
groups, at a critical mo-
ment for their future”, 
said Julia Sigwart from 
the IUCN mollusc spe-
cialist group.

She underlined that 
IUCN voted in 2021 for a 
moratorium on deep-sea 
mining unless the ma-
rine environment is ef-
fectively protected.

“Life on Earth has 
adapted to survive in the 
most hostile and unu-
sual habitats, such as 
deep-sea molluscs that 
live around extremely 
hot vents,” warned IUCN 
chief Grethel Aguilar.

“Now as pressures 
on biodiversity mount 
across the planet, even 
the creatures with the 
most ingenious surviv-
al strategies are under 
threat.”

The organisation also 
shone a light on the 
desert rain frog, a species 
popular on social media, 
which burrows itself into 
the sand.

It has been moved from 
the “near threatened” to 
“vulnerable” — one step 
worse on the scale — ow-
ing to diamond mining 
and energy infrastruc-
ture developments along 
the west coast of South 
Africa and Namibia.

Without conservation 
action, the population is 
expected to decline by 20 
per cent in the next dec-
ade, it added.

Deep-sea mining menaces 
molluscs, conservationists warn

AFP Photo 

Samata Mahmoud recovers a fishing net at Banc D’Arguin National Park off the coast of Iwik, on April 25

FIFA lashes ‘unfounded allegations’ 
after Argentina-Egypt clash
LOS ANGELES, United 
States (AFP) — FIFA 
referees chief Pierluigi 
Collina has hit out at 
“unfounded allega-
tions” against World 
Cup match officials in 
the wake of Argentina’s 
controversial last 16 
victory over Egypt.

In comments posted 
on FIFA’s official web-
site, Collina defended 
officials who oversaw 
Argentina’s 3-2 win in 
Atlanta and were ac-
cused of malpractice 
by Egypt coach Hossam 
Hassan.

Hassan speculated 
that the officiating team 
for the game, headed by 
French referee Francois 
Letexier may have been 
subjected to “exter-
nal pressure” to favour 
Argentina.

The claims came af-
ter a string of decisions 
went against the Egyp-
tians, including a goal 
chalked off by VAR for 
a foul committed much 
earlier in the move at 
the other end of the 
field.

Collina though re-
jected any suggestion 
of wrongdoing or a 
conspiracy to assist 
Argentina’s World Cup 
campaign.

“Of course, construc-
tive discussion about 
decisions will always 
be part of football, but 
unfounded allegations 
have no place in our 
sport,” Collina said.

“Nobody can question 
the integrity of the FIFA 
World Cup match of-
ficials. When this hap-
pens, it may provoke 
reactions that lead to 

threats against them 
and their families. This 
is not right.

“Equally, nobody can 
claim that FIFA Referee-
ing can be influenced by 
anyone, not even by the 
FIFA President Gianni 
Infantino.

“Match officials make 
honest decisions and, 
just like players and 
coaches, they always try 

to do their best.”
Egypt coach Hassan 

said his team had been 
the victims of “injustice” 
by officials.

“We have been cheat-
ed today, we have suf-
fered injustice,” Hassan 
said after his team’s 
loss, suggesting that 
FIFA “wanted to keep 
the world champions 
in the competition. Per-

haps they wanted Messi 
to stay in the running”.

“In football, there are 
sometimes external fac-
tors that go beyond the 
technical aspects. The 
world champions re-
ceived support at every 
level,” Hassan told BeIn 
Sports.

But on the specific 
case of the decision to 
disallow Mostafa Zico’s 

superb breakaway goal 
which would have given 
Egypt a 2-0 lead, Collina 
said referees had act-
ed correctly after VAR 
spotted a foul in the 
build-up.

“If a foul is identified 
in the build-up and is 
deemed to have had an 
impact on the goal, the 
VAR will recommend 
an on-field review,” the 

Italian said. “There is no 
defined limit regarding 
either the distance from 
goal or the amount of 
time between the inci-
dent and the goal.

We believe that a foul 
is a foul. Regardless of 
whether the foul ap-
pears ‘obvious’, if the 
referee did not see it on 
the field of play, the VAR 
can intervene.”

JFA photo

Egypt’s head coach Hossam Hassan gestures during the 2026 World Cup round of 16 football match between Argentina and Egypt at Atlanta Stadium in Atlanta 
on Tuesday
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