
Jordan reclassified as upper-middle-
income economy by World Bank
AMMAN (JT) — The 
World Bank has reclassi-
fied Jordan as an upper-
middle-income economy 
in its Fiscal Year 2027 in-
come classifications, ef-
fective from 1 July 2026, 
following a revision of 
the Kingdom's national 
accounts that lifted its 
Gross National Income 
(GNI) per capita above 
the required threshold.

Jordan's GNI per 
capita, calculated using 
the World Bank's Atlas 
method, rose to $5,260, 
exceeding the upper-
middle-income thresh-
old of $4,636 by $624. 
The figure marks an in-
crease from $4,430 in the 
previous classification.

According to the World 
Bank, the upgrade fol-
lows a rebasing exercise 
carried out by Jordan's 
Department of Statistics, 
which broadened the 
coverage of the national 
accounts through up-
dated surveys, new data 
sources and improved 
statistical methods. The 
revision also incorpo-
rated economic activities 
that had not previously 
been captured in the of-
ficial data.

The World Bank said 
that the statistical re-
visions, together with 

economic growth of 2.8 
per cent in 2025, enabled 
Jordan to move into the 

upper-middle-income 
category.

For Fiscal Year 2027, 

the World Bank defines 
upper-middle-income 
economies as those 

with a GNI per capi-
ta of between $4,636 
and $14,375, based on 
2025 income data cal-
culated using the Atlas 
methodology.

The bank emphasised 
that GNI per capita 
should not be interpret-
ed as the average income 
earned by individuals. 
Rather, it is a statisti-
cal indicator used for 
analytical and classifi-
cation purposes, based 
on GNI per capita cal-
culated under the Atlas 
methodology.

Jordan is one of only 
five economies world-
wide to move up an in-
come category in this 
year's update, along-
side the Philippines, 
Sri Lanka, Vietnam and 
Micronesia.

The World Bank up-
dates its income clas-
sifications annually on 
1 July through its De-
velopment Data Group, 
using GNI per capita 
estimates from the pre-
vious calendar year. The 
latest edition covers 218 
economies, classifying 
them into four income 
groups: Low, lower-mid-
dle, upper-middle and 
high income. 

Continued on page 5

Families demand help with recovering Venezuela's quake victims
CARABALLEDA, Ven-
ezuela (AFP) — With lit-
tle hope of finding loved 
ones alive, frustrated 
families of those affect-
ed by Venezuela's dou-
ble earthquakes clam-
ored for help to recover 
their loved one's bodies 
on Friday as uncertainty 
grew over the death toll 
from the tragedy.

Authorities on Fri-
day reported a total of 
2,645 deaths and more 
than 12,000 wounded 
from the 7.2 and 7.5 
magnitude earthquakes 
that struck the country 
last week, with most 
fatalities in the coast-
al town of La Guaira, 
where scores of resi-
dential complexes were 
flattened.

Officials have avoided 

estimating the number 
of missing, though the 
UN has put that figure 

at as many as 50,000.
Many survivors who 

were left homeless 

meanwhile are sleep-
ing in the streets or in 
makeshift shelters set 

up in parks and public 
spaces.

Nine days after one of 
Latin America's worst 
earthquake disasters, 
rescue teams were be-
ginning to wind down 
search operations for 
survivors, although 
many relatives still 
clinged desperately to 
any sound from the rub-
ble as a sign of life.

In front of the Tahiti 
building in the Cara-
balleda sector of La 
Guaira, one rescuer re-
ported hearing shouts 
from an adult in the ear-
ly morning hours Friday.

Reports also emerged 
that a 9-year-old boy 
had been found alive, 
but foreign rescuers told 
AFP there was no trace 
of any survivors.

Outside the Tahiti, 
frustrations boiled over 
as families trying to re-
cover bodies shouted at 
others wanting to clear 
the way for a potential 
rescue.

"Until I recover the 
bodies, I won't be at 
peace," said Jose Fran-
cisco Liendo, who was 
trying to dig out the re-
mains of his father and 
sister.

"Don't let the ma-
chines come and take 
them away like garbage."

Venezuela's interim 
President Delcy Rod-
riguez has suggested 
there is still a possibil-
ity of finding survivors, 
but after nine days, that 
scenario is remote.

Continued on page 5

By Mai Anati

AMMAN — Israel has 
said that it would keep its 
forces in Lebanon, Syria 
and Gaza indefinitely, 
signalling what analysts 
describe as a long-term 
shift in its regional secu-
rity strategy despite on-
going diplomatic efforts 
to ease tensions.

Defence minister Is-
rael Katz has recently 
said that Israeli troops 
would remain in what 
Israel calls “security 
zones” across the three 
fronts, insisting that the 
military would not with-
draw until Israel’s secu-
rity objectives had been 
achieved.

His remarks came days 
after Lebanon and Israel 
signed a US-sponsored 
framework agreement 
designed to launch ne-
gotiations and establish 
new security arrange-
ments between the two 
sides.

Israeli officials have 
maintained that any fu-
ture withdrawal from 
southern Lebanon re-
mains conditional on the 

disarmament of Hizbol-
lah, despite the diplo-
matic progress achieved 
under the US-backed 
framework.

Katz also warned that 
Israel would respond 

“with full force” to any 
Iranian attack linked to 
its military operations in 
Lebanon.

The policy was reflect-
ed elsewhere on Thurs-
day, when Israeli au-

thorities approved plans 
for 13 new settlements in 
the occupied West Bank, 
a move Palestinian offi-
cials said would deepen 
settlement expansion 
and further isolate oc-

cupied East Jerusalem 
from its Palestinian 
surroundings.

Israel continues to 
maintain military op-
erations across multi-
ple fronts, with forces 
remaining in much of 
Gaza while carrying out 
strikes in Lebanon and 
preserving a military 
presence inside Syrian 
territory.

Political analyst Amer 
Sabaileh said that the 
Israeli position reflects a 
fundamental shift in the 
country’s security doc-
trine following the Octo-
ber 7 attacks.

“Since October 7, Is-
rael’s security doctrine 
has focused on ending 
the concept of unified 
fronts by reshaping the 
geography surrounding 
it,” he said.

Sabaileh said that Is-
rael is seeking to redraw 
its security boundaries 
through buffer zones 
and a sustained military 
presence beyond its in-
ternationally recognised 
borders.

Continued on page 5

AMMAN (JT) — Palestin-
ian Authority Spokesper-
son Nabil Abu Rudeineh 
has denounced the “or-
ganised terrorism” by Is-
raeli extremists against 
villages and towns in the 
occupied West Bank.

In a statement, carried 
by the Palestine News 
Agency, WAFA, Abu Ru-

deineh said that the 
“the organised terrorism 
carried out by colonist  
gangs against Palestin-
ian villages and towns 
in Jenin, Nablus, Jeru-
salem and Hebron in the 
occupied West Bank is a 
dangerous escalation of 
violence”.

 Abu Rudeineh said the 

attacks have included 
assaults on homes and 
residents, the burning 
of agricultural land, the 
uprooting and destruc-
tion of olive trees, dam-
age to private property, 
and the seizure of water 
sources.

Continued on page 5

Israel rules out withdrawal from Lebanon, Syria and Gaza
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Palestinian presidency warns of ‘dangerous’ 
settler attacks, calls for int’l protection 

MARKET CINEMA
Jordan positions itself 

as cost-effective 
destination for global 

film production
 — RFC

Souk Jara celebrates 
20th season with 

expanded activities

AMMAN (JT) — His 
Majesty King Abdul-
lah has extended best 
wishes to US Presi-
dent Donald Trump on 
the 250th independ-
ence day of the United 
States, according to a 

Royal Court statement.
In a cable, His Majes-

ty expressed congratu-
lations to President 
Trump on behalf of 
the people and govern-
ment of Jordan, stress-
ing the deep-rooted 

strategic partnership 
between Jordan and 
the United States, and 
keenness to continue 
advancing it in service 
of the shared interests 
of the Jordanian and 
American peoples.

King congratulates US president 
on 250th independence day 

BASKETBALL
Jordan concludes 

Round 1 FIBA World 
Cup qualifiers on 

Sunday
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AFP photo

An aerial view of a yard where cars were torched by Israeli settlers,in the Palestinian town of 
Huwara near Nablus in the occupied West Bank

 AFP photo

Rescuers search for vitims of the June 24 twin quakes at the site of a collapsed building in 
Tanaguarena sector in Caraballeda, La Guaira State, Venezuela on Friday
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Jordan, Qatar send 2nd aid flight to 
earthquake-hit Venezuela — JAF
AMMAN (JT) — The 
second aircraft in the 
Jordanian–Qatari hu-
manitarian air bridge 
departed on Friday 

for Caracas, Venezue-
la, carrying 26 tonnes 
of medical, relief and 
food supplies for those 
affected by the earth-

quake that struck 
several regions of the 
country.

Continued on page 5

AFP via Getty Images

Israeli tanks take position on the border with Syria near thevillage of Majdal Shams in the 
Israel-annexed Golan Heights on December 8, 2024
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REGULATIONS
100% compliance 
by companies in 
submitting 2025 

sustainability 
reports
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TEHRAN (AFP) — Vast 
crowds of Iranians loy-
al to the Islamic repub-
lic massed in Tehran on 
Saturday to begin al-
most a week of funeral 
ceremonies for slain 
supreme leader Ali 
Khamenei, which au-
thorities want to send a 
message of defiance to 
the West after the war 
with the United States 
and Israel.

Clad in black and 
waving blood-red flags 
seen as a call for venge-
ance and justice under 
Shia Islam, mourners 

thronged the Grand 
Mosalla religious com-
plex in the Iranian capi-
tal, AFP correspondents 
said.

Khamenei, who had 
ruled Iran since 1989 
and pursued a course of 
confrontation with the 
West while crushing 
dissent at home, was 
killed aged 86 along 
with several members 
of his family and top 
officials in an Israeli 
strike on the first day of 
the war on February 28.

Continued on page 5

Huge crowds throng 
Tehran for Khamenei 
funeral ceremonies



AMMAN (JT) — The 
Greater Amman Munici-
pality (GAM) on Saturday 
announced the start of 
installing a new engine at 
the Ghabawi Municipal 
Solid Waste landfill, mak-
ing it the fourth opera-
tional engine at the site 
under the biogas project.

The launch took place 
in the presence of GAM 
Committee Chairman 
Yousef Shawarbeh, EU 
Ambassador Pierre-
Christophe Chatzisavas 
and European Bank for 
Reconstruction and De-
velopment (EBRD) Man-
aging Director for the 
Eastern Mediterranean 
Region Gretchen Biery, 
according to a GAM 
statement.

GAM Deputy City Man-
ager for Environmental 
and District Affairs Mo-
hammed Fauri reviewed 
the municipality’s key 
projects in integrated 
waste management and 
the environment, high-
lighting the biogas en-
gine project that converts 
landfill gases into electri-
cal energy.

GAM Executive Di-
rector of Environmen-
tal Studies and Projects 
Suha Shishani noted that 

the production capacity 
of the new engine reaches 
1.56 megawatts, raising 
the landfill’s total power 
generation capacity to 
6.28 megawatts.

She stressed that this 
increase will “directly” 
contribute to covering 
a major portion of the 
municipality’s electricity 
needs, bringing the ener-
gy coverage generated by 
the landfill to 55 per cent 
of GAM’s total electricity 
bills.

Director of the Envi-
ronmental Projects De-
partment Manal Khawal-
deh said that the project 

will undergo future ex-
pansions aligned with 
the landfill’s capacity, 
with two additional en-
gines expected to be in-
stalled in the upcoming 
phases.

Funded and supported 
by the EBRD, the project 
underscores internation-
al partners’ confidence 
in GAM’s environmental 
and developmental plans, 
as well as its continuous 
efforts to turn environ-
mental challenges into 
economic opportunities 
and sustainable energy 
that reduces carbon 
emissions, GAM said.
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By Salma Alzuraiqi

AMMAN — Souk Jara is 
celebrating its 20th sea-
son this year in Jabal 
Amman neighbourhood, 
welcoming visitors 
every Friday through-
out the summer with 
an expanded lineup of 
activities and growing 
attendance.

The market opened its 
2026 season on June 5 
and will continue until 
September 11.

 Although this year’s 
edition marks the 20th 
season, the milestone 
comes more than 20 
years after the market’s 
launch due to a hiatus 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Held just off the Rain-
bow Street in Jabal Am-
man, Souk Jara is one of 
the capital’s most popu-
lar open-air summer 
markets. 

Operating every Fri-
day from 10am to 10pm, 
it features handmade 
crafts, streetwear, tra-
ditional clothing, lo-
cal food and products 
created by Jordanian 
artisans.

“The market has been 
receiving an estimated 
8,000 to 14,000 visitors 
every Friday, a number 
that exceeds previous 
years,” Jabal Amman 
Residents Association 
(JARA) Vice President 
Khader Qawas told The 
Jordan Times.

Qawas said that this 
year’s edition introduces 
several new attractions, 
including the Knowl-
edge Path in partnership 
with the Abdul Hameed 

Shoman Foundation, ac-
tivities organised by the 
Zaha Cultural Centre, 
and a dedicated chil-
dren’s area where young 
visitors can participate 
in hands-on activities.

For many vendors, 
Souk Jara remains one 
of the country’s most 
important seasonal 
markets.

Nadia, who has par-
ticipated in the market 
for the past eight years, 

said that Souk Jara’s 
reputation and strong 
promotion have made it 
her only choice for sell-
ing her products.

She expressed hope 
that similar markets 
would be established 
elsewhere in Jordan and 
said that visitor num-
bers are expected to 
increase in the coming 
weeks as more tourists 
arrive and schools and 
universities begin their 

summer break.
Visitors also high-

lighted the market’s 
evolving atmosphere.

Astrid, a German ex-
patriate living in Am-
man, said that each 
visit offers a different 
experience.

“Some things are simi-
lar, and some things 
are different, so it’s a 
surprise every time you 
come,” she said.

The Jabal Amman 

Residents Association 
was established in 2004 
by residents seeking to 
preserve the neighbour-
hood’s architectural 
heritage and prevent the 
demolition of historic 
homes. 

Souk Jara was 
launched under the as-
sociation on August 5, 
2005, and has since be-
come one of Amman’s 
best-known cultural 
and community events.

Souk Jara celebrates 20th 
season with expanded activities

Second week of Jordan Summer 
Festival commences nationwide

Petra photo

Organised by the Ministry of Culture in cooperation with various partners, the Jordan Summer 
Festival 2026 offers a diverse package of free artistic, cultural and entertainment activities

AMMAN (JT) — The sec-
ond week of the Jordan 
Summer Festival 2026 
kicked off on Friday 
across several governo-
rates, as part of govern-
ment efforts to boost 
domestic tourism and 
provide entertainment 
and cultural outlets for 
Jordanian families and 
visitors.

Organised by the Min-
istry of Culture in co-
operation with various 
partners, the festival 
offers a diverse package 
of free artistic, cultural 
and entertainment ac-
tivities throughout the 
summer season across 
multiple locations, the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported. 

The event aims to sup-
port local communities, 
highlight the cultural 
and tourism potential 
of the governorates, and 
stimulate economic ac-
tivity in the host cities.

In Madaba, the fes-
tivities resumed at the 
Imad Al Din Zengi Sta-
dium square in the city 

centre.
Madaba Culture Di-

rector Mohammed 
Rawahneh said that 
the festival dedicates 
“significant” space to 
families and youth by 
presenting cultural, 
artistic and heritage 
segments, children’s 
activities, games and 
cultural competitions, 
while also supporting 
local women and young 
talents. 

In Tafileh, the ac-
tivities commenced at 
the Sala Tourist Visi-
tor Centre, attended by 
local families, official 
department directors, 
mayors and community 
representatives. 

Tafileh Culture Direc-
tor Salem Faqir said that 
the festival provides a 
space that blends enter-
tainment with culture 
while supporting local 
talents and productive 
families to market their 
goods. 

The programme fea-
tured children’s shows, 
the “Mai wa Milh” (Wa-

ter and Salt) carnival, 
a DJ musical perform-
ance, a local talent seg-
ment, and concluded 
with a concert by artist 
Adham Al Salman.

In Aqaba, the Great 
Arab Revolt Square 
hosted the second Fri-
day events of the fes-
tival, drawing a large 
crowd of residents and 
visitors. 

Aqaba Culture Direc-
tor Tariq Bdoor said 
that the festival aims to 
enhance cultural activ-
ity in the governorates, 
provide free entertain-
ment for all age groups, 
stimulate the local 
economy, and offer a 
platform for artisans to 
showcase their crafts.

Bdoor added that 
the Jordan Summer 
Festival 2026 events 
will continue every 
Friday evening until 
August 28, featuring 
a diverse programme 
that reflects Jordanian 
cultural heritage and 
promotes community 
participation.

AMMAN (JT) — The 
Jerash Festival for 
Culture and Arts, in 
its 40th edition, is set 
to launch the “Hippo-
drome” stage for the 
first time in its histo-
ry, marking one of the 
“most significant” ad-
ditions to the annual 
event.

The Hippodrome is 
one of the most promi-
nent archaeological 
landmarks in the an-
cient city of Jerash, the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported.   

Originally built dur-
ing the Roman era as 
a track for horse and 
chariot racing, the site 
is reclaiming its role 
as a public gathering 
space, now serving as 
a venue for arts, music, 
and global cultures.

The launch of the 
Hippodrome is more 
than just the opening 
of a new stage. It rep-
resents the revival of a 
major landmark within 
the archaeological city, 
transforming it into a 
vibrant platform that 
blends historical herit-
age with contemporary 

creativity. 
Spanning 11 dunums 

within the ancient city, 
the new open-air venue 
accommodates nearly 
3,000 spectators and 
will serve as a main 
platform for interna-
tional, Arab, and Jor-
danian performances, 
providing an open 
space to absorb the 
increasing numbers of 
festival visitors.

Under the theme “The 
Hippodrome: A Meet-
ing Place for Global 
Cultures and Integrat-
ed Family Entertain-
ment Programmes”, the 
venue is set to host 35 
free events, featuring a 
diverse programme of 
music, folklore shows, 
traditional dances and 
contemporary cultural 
performances. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

troupes from Italy, 
Japan, Russia, Ka-
zakhstan, Georgia, 
Greece, South Korea, 
China, the Philippines 
and Sri Lanka will 
participate, along-
side Arab troupes 
from Palestine, Egypt, 
Syria, Tunisia, Iraq, 
Sudan, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and Qatar, in 
addition to Jordanian 
performances.

The Hippodrome ex-
perience is integrat-
ed with the festival’s 
family programme 
held at the Sound and 
Light Theatre and the 
Oval Plaza’s “Gerasa 
Market”. 

This segment fea-
tures 13 free events 
dedicated to families 
and children, includ-
ing children’s plays, 
comedy shows by art-
ist Hussein Tbieshat 
and the duo “Zaal and 
Khadra”, alongside 
performances by the 
Zaha Cultural Centre 
troupe.

The global cultural 
scene will be further 
enriched by the “Em-
bassies’ Pavilion”, 
which features 12 pa-
vilions representing 
several nations. 

The pavilion will 
showcase the cultural 
heritage, folklore arts 
and traditional prod-
ucts of these countries, 
offering visitors an in-
teractive opportunity 
to explore diverse cul-
tures during the fes-
tival’s milestone 40th 
edition.

Jerash festival debuts Hippodrome
stage with international, Arab events
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The Jerash Festival for Culture and Arts is set to launch the ‘Hippodrome’ stage for the first 
time in its history, marking one of the ‘most significant’ additions to the annual event
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The Greater Amman Municipality on Saturday announces 
the start of installing a new engine at the Ghabawi Municipal 
Solid Waste landfill

By Osama Alkafri

AMMAN — The UN and 
its humanitarian part-
ners have voiced growing 
concern over the contin-
ued expansion of areas 
under Israeli control in 
the Gaza Strip, warning 
that the developments 
are placing civilians at 
greater risk and further 
constraining humani-
tarian operations more 
than eight months after 
the ceasefire took effect 
in October 2025.

In a report issued on 
July 1, the Humanitar-
ian Country Team in 
the Occupied Palestin-
ian Territory said that 
the repeated expansion 
of Israeli-controlled ar-
eas has forced Gaza’s 2.1 

million residents into 
increasingly confined 
spaces. 

Most Palestinians have 
already been displaced 
multiple times and are 

now living in shrink-
ing areas under severe 
movement restrictions.

The UN Office for the 
Coordination of Human-
itarian Affairs (OCHA) 
said that the expansion 
of military-controlled 
zones is blurring the dis-
tinction between civil-
ian and military areas, 
increasing civilians’ ex-
posure to violence while 
restricting access to es-
sential services.

Humanitarian agen-
cies continue to face 
significant operational 
challenges, including 
movement restrictions, 
bureaucratic delays at 
border crossings and a 
shrinking humanitarian 
operating space. 

Aid organisations say 

that these obstacles are 
undermining the deliv-
ery of food, medical sup-
plies, clean water and 
shelter assistance.

“Gaza is being held to-
gether by humanitarian 
workarounds,” a senior 
UN official previously 
told the Security Coun-
cil, underscoring the fra-
gility of relief operations.

Funding shortages are 
further straining human-
itarian efforts, particu-
larly water-trucking op-
erations, which currently 
provide drinking water 
to more than 70 per cent 
of Gaza’s population.

The UN warned that 
civilians continue to bear 
the greatest burden of 
the crisis. Repeated dis-
placement, overcrowded 

shelters and deteriorat-
ing sanitation conditions 
have heightened public 
health risks, including 
the spread of pests and 
the potential outbreak of 
disease.

Access to healthcare 
also remains severely 
constrained, with many 
patients unable to 
reach medical facilities 
or receive specialised 
treatment. 

Children and other 
vulnerable groups con-
tinue to face disruptions 
to education, limited ac-
cess to essential services 
and long-term psycho-
logical trauma.

Despite the ceasefire, 
humanitarian needs 
across Gaza remain 
acute. While internation-

al donors have pledged 
support for reconstruc-
tion, recovery efforts 
have been hindered by 
ongoing security restric-
tions and limited hu-
manitarian access.

A previous Rapid Dam-
age and Needs Assess-
ment conducted by the 
UN, the European Un-
ion and the World Bank 
estimated that Gaza’s 
reconstruction would 
require tens of billions 
of dollars. However, cur-
rent conditions continue 
to impede large-scale re-
building efforts.

The Humanitarian 
Country Team called for 
immediate action to pro-
tect civilians, guarantee 
safe and unimpeded hu-
manitarian access and 

halt further territorial 
changes that place lives 
at risk.

 It stressed that ad-
dressing Gaza’s humani-
tarian crisis requires 
sustained aid delivery, 
adherence to interna-
tional humanitarian law 
and meaningful progress 
towards a lasting politi-
cal solution.

The latest warning un-
derscores the widening 
gap between the cease-
fire agreement and con-
ditions on the ground, 
as humanitarian agen-
cies continue to urge 
the international com-
munity to address both 
the immediate needs of 
civilians and the obsta-
cles preventing Gaza’s 
recovery.

GAM installs fourth biogas engine
to increase clean electricity generation

UN warns expanding Israeli-controlled areas deepen Gaza humanitarian crisis
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People walk past tents for the displaced outside a residential 
building that was hit by an Israeli strike the previous day in 
the Rimal neighbourhood of Gaza City on May 16



CRIME

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN — The Crimi-
nal Court prosecutor 
on Saturday began 
questioning three men 
who allegedly mur-
dered a 23-year-old 
man in a brawl in Am-
man earlier in the day, 
official sources said.

The victim was re-

portedly struck in the 
head during a brawl 
with a group of men 
around midnight in 
Swefieh, a senior offi-
cial source said.

“The victim was 
rushed to a nearby 
hospital but died 
shortly as a result of 
the injury he received 
to his head," the senior 

official source added.
Meanwhile, a special 

team was tasked with 
investigating the inci-
dent and arrested three 
suspects, according to 
a senior official source.

“There might be 
more arrests following 
questioning the three 
arrested suspects,” the 
senior official source 

added.
The source added 

that the victim died 
“from an injury to the 
head that was caused 
by a blunt object”.

The Criminal Court 
prosecutor will sum-
mon the victim and the 
suspects' family mem-
bers for questioning, a 
senior judicial source 

said.
The suspects were 

ordered detained by 
the Criminal Court 
prosecutor for 15 
days pending further 
investigation.

Investigations into 
the incident are on-
going, according to a 
statement by the Public 
Security Directorate.

AMMAN (JT) — The Jor-
danian-Libyan joint mili-
tary exercise “Al Tarabut” 
concluded on Saturday, 
carried out by the King 
Abdullah II Royal Spe-
cial Forces in cooperation 
with the Special Forces of 
the Libyan Arab Armed 
Forces, Assistant for Op-
erations and Training 
Brig. Gen. Naji Manasir 
and Libyan Armed Forces 
Chief of General Staff Lt. 
Gen. Khaled Haftar.

Manasir stressed 
the importance of joint 
military exercises in 
strengthening coordina-
tion and cooperation be-
tween armed forces, and 
in exchanging operation-
al expertise and knowl-
edge, contributing to the 
development of defence 
capabilities and enhanc-
ing combat readiness in 
both countries.

The exercise was con-
ducted in an operational 
environment simulating 
urban warfare and com-
plex combat conditions. 
It included a series of tac-
tical missions reflecting 
realistic field scenarios, 
such as building storm-
ing operations, hostage 
rescue, counterterrorism 

responses and emergency 
situation management, 
according to a Jordan 
Armed Forces-Arab Army 
(JAF) statement.

Participating forces 
demonstrated a high level 
of professionalism, preci-
sion and cohesion in ex-
ecuting joint operational 
tasks.

The exercise aimed to 
enhance military cooper-
ation and exchange train-
ing and operational ex-
pertise between the two 
countries’ armed forces, 
while improving combat 
readiness and efficiency 
to address a range of se-
curity threats in line with 
modern military concepts 

and practices.
The drill also reflects 

the JAF’s efforts to expand 
military cooperation with 
Arab and friendly coun-
tries, strengthen strategic 
partnerships, and rein-
force its role in transfer-
ring specialised expertise 
in special operations and 
counterterrorism, con-
tributing to regional and 
international security 
and stability, JAF said.

Haftar praised the high 
level of readiness, effi-
ciency and professional-
ism demonstrated by the 
participants, as well as 
their ability to execute 
assigned tasks with pre-
cision and competence.

AMMAN (JT) — Ex-
ports by the Amman 
Chamber of Indus-
try (ACI) rose by 9.5 
per cent during the 
first half of 2026 to 
JD3.801 billion, re-
flecting the resilience 
of Jordan's industrial 
sector despite regional 
challenges.

According to the 
chamber's statisti-
cal report released on 
Saturday, exports in-
creased from JD3.472 
billion during the cor-
responding period last 
year. 

The report said the 
growth underscores 
continued confidence 
in Jordanian products, 
supported by product 
diversification and ex-
panding access to non-
traditional markets, 
the Jordan News Agen-
cy, Petra, reported.

The data showed 
that Jordanian indus-
trial products reached 
new destinations in 
Africa, Europe and 
non-Arab Asian coun-
tries, broadening the 
Kingdom's export 
footprint.

The chamber noted 
that the industrial sec-
tor remained among 
the main contributors 

to Jordan's economic 
growth during the first 
quarter of 2026.

Almost all industrial 
sectors recorded ex-
port growth during the 
first half of the year, 
except for the leather 
and garments sector, 
which declined by 0.4 
per cent, and the engi-
neering and IT sector, 
whose exports fell by 
10.8 per cent.

The packaging, pa-

per, cardboard and 
office supplies sector 
recorded the strongest 
export growth at 44.2 
per cent, while mining 
industries posted the 
lowest increase among 
expanding sectors at 
4.8 per cent.

India, the United 
States, Saudi Arabia 
and Iraq remained the 
largest importers of 
ACI exports, with com-
bined purchases worth 

JD1.935 billion during 
the reporting period.

Exports to India re-
mained stable at about 
JD532 million, while 
shipments to Saudi 
Arabia increased by 
1.9 per cent to around 
JD426 million, com-
pared with JD417 mil-
lion in the first half of 
2025.

Exports to Syria 
recorded one of the 
strongest increases, 

surging by 27.1 per 
cent to approximately 
JD203 million from 
JD159 million a year 
earlier.

By destination, Arab 
countries accounted 
for the largest share of 
ACI exports at JD1.935 
billion, followed by 
non-Arab Asian coun-
tries at JD896 million 
and North American 
markets at JD470 
million.

Exports to Euro-
pean Union countries 
totalled about JD255 
million, while non-EU 
European countries 
imported JD131 mil-
lion worth of Jordani-
an industrial products. 

Shipments to Africa 
reached approximate-
ly JD37 million, South 
America accounted 
for JD36 million, and 
other markets totalled 
around JD41 million.

By sector, mining in-
dustries remained the 
largest contributor to 
ACI exports, gener-
ating approximately 
JD853 million, fol-
lowed by chemical and 
cosmetics industries 
at JD808 million and 
food, agricultural and 
livestock industries at 
around JD536 million.

By Ahmad Khatatneh

AMMAN — Jordan is 
strengthening its posi-
tion as a regional film 
production hub, as the 
sector generates an es-
timated JD18.9 million 
annually, driven by in-
vestment incentives, 
diverse filming loca-
tions and a develop-
ing creative ecosystem 
aligned with national 
economic strategy.

In remarks to The 
Jordan Times, the 
Royal Film Commis-
sion (RFC) said that 
the sector contributes 
directly and indi-
rectly to the national 
economy by creating 
employment opportu-
nities for local crews, 
technicians, actors 
and service providers, 
while also stimulat-
ing spending across 
hospitality, transport, 
catering, construction 
and other supporting 
industries.

RFC also said that 
international produc-
tions further strength-
en the wider economy 
by supporting skills 
development, encour-
aging private-sector 
participation and 
expanding Jordan’s 
creative industries 
ecosystem.

“Beyond production 
activity, the sector has 
contributed to tourism 
growth through film-
induced tourism, with 
global audiences in-
creasingly discovering 
Jordan through on-
screen locations,” the 
commission said, add-
ing that sites such as 
Petra and Wadi Rum 
have seen increased 
international visibility 
as a result.

The RFC also said 
that Jordan’s competi-
tiveness as a filming 
destination is rein-
forced by a combina-
tion of political and 
social stability, expe-

rienced production 
crews, diverse land-
scapes and strong 
government support, 
including a cash re-
bate programme offer-
ing up to 45 per cent 
on eligible production 
expenditures.

“This positions the 
Kingdom among the 
region’s most cost-ef-
fective filming desti-
nations, enhancing its 
ability to attract major 
international film and 
television projects.”

The commission also 
said that Jordan’s geo-
graphical diversity 
further strengthens 
its appeal, allowing 
film makers to access 
deserts, mountains, 
ancient cities and ur-
ban settings within 
one destination, re-
ducing both produc-
tion costs and logisti-
cal complexity.

“Among the most 
prominent filming lo-

cations are Wadi Rum, 
Petra, the Dead Sea, 
Aqaba and Amman. 
Wadi Rum is interna-
tionally recognised 
for its dramatic desert 
landscapes often used 
to depict extraterres-
trial environments, 
while Petra offers a 
unique historical and 
architectural back-
drop. Coastal and ur-
ban environments 
in Aqaba and Am-
man, alongside the 
Dead Sea, expand the 
country’s cinematic 
versatility.”

The RFC said that 
the Kingdom is also 
steadily developing its 
education and training 
ecosystem to meet ris-
ing industry demand, 
noting that it has ex-
panded year-round 
training programmes 
and specialised work-
shops to prepare 
emerging film makers 
and technicians for 

the local and regional 
market.

“Around two-and 
a-half-years-ago, the 
Jordan Media Insti-
tute-Cinema Academy 
was established in 
partnership with the 
German Jordanian 
University, offering 
structured academic 
and practical train-
ing in film making,” 
the commission said, 
adding that several 
universities across 
the Kingdom have also 
introduced cinema-
related courses, with 
some moving towards 
dedicated degree pro-
grammes in film and 
media studies.

The RFC highlighted 
that the commission 
plays a central opera-
tional role in facili-
tating productions by 
coordinating filming 
permits, providing lo-
cation support, assist-
ing with customs pro-

cedures for equipment, 
connecting producers 
with local profession-
als and administering 
incentive programmes 
designed to support 
industry growth.

The global creative 
economy, valued at 
more than $3.5 trillion 
and growing at an es-
timated 6–8 per cent 
annually, provides a 
wider context for Jor-
dan’s ambitions as 
countries increasingly 
compete to attract 
high-value audiovisu-
al production.

Established in 2003 
under the chairman-
ship of HRH Prince Ali, 
the Royal Film Com-
mission plays a cen-
tral role in develop-
ing the sector through 
production support, 
talent development 
and investment incen-
tives aimed at attract-
ing international film 
makers.
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Jordan positions itself as cost-effective 
destination for global film production — RFC

JT file

'The Martian', one of several Hollywood productions filmed in Jordan, used Wadi Rum to portray Mars

JT file

The Amman Chamber of Industry says that exports rose by 9.5 per cent during the first half 
of 2026 to JD3.801 billion

JAF photo

The Jordanian-Libyan joint military exercise 'Al Tarabut' 
concludes on Saturday

Petra photo

Senate President Faisal Fayez says on Saturday that emerging technologies and AI are playing 
an increasingly important role in supporting economic growth and addressing development 
challenges

AMMAN (JT) — Senate 
President Faisal Fayez 
said on Saturday that 
emerging technologies 
and AI are playing an 
increasingly impor-
tant role in supporting 
economic growth and 
addressing develop-
ment challenges, while 
also strengthening in-
ternational efforts to 
combat terrorism and 
extremism.

Addressing the 10th 
Summit of Speakers 
of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Un-
ion for the Mediter-
ranean, which opened 
in Cairo, Fayez said 
these technologies 
have contributed to 
tracking terrorist net-
works and identifying 
individuals involved 
in extremist activities, 
according to a Senate 
statement.

Fayez warned that 
the same technologies 
are being misused by 
terrorist groups as 
tools for killing, de-
struction and spread-
ing chaos, in violation 
of humanitarian, mor-
al and legal principles.

Fayez stressed the 
need for governments 
and parliaments to 

work together to ad-
dress the risks as-
sociated with rapid 
technological devel-
opment, noting that 
legislatures have 
a key responsibil-
ity in ensuring that 
legal frameworks keep 
pace with emerging 
technologies.

He called for clear 
regulatory frameworks 
governing the use of 
artificial intelligence 
and emerging technol-
ogies, including strict 
penalties for their mis-
use in spreading disin-
formation, promoting 
terrorism and extrem-
ism, or developing 
tools of destruction, 
stressing that such 
measures are essential 
to ensure these tech-
nologies serve sustain-
able development and 
humanity.

On parliamentary 
diplomacy, Fayez said 
it is playing an ex-
panding role in pro-
moting peace and sta-
bility by strengthening 
cooperation between 
parliaments and en-
couraging dialogue 
and peaceful conflict 
resolution.

He added that Jor-

dan’s parliamentary 
diplomacy comple-
ments the Kingdom’s 
foreign policy, led by 
His Majesty King Ab-
dullah, in advancing 
national interests and 
supporting Arab and 
Islamic causes.

Fayez also called 
on international par-
liamentary organisa-
tions to take a more 
active role in promot-
ing peace and stabil-
ity in the Middle East 
through parliamen-
tary diplomacy, stress-
ing the need to sup-
port the establishment 
of an independent, 
sovereign and viable 
Palestinian state on 
the 1967 lines.

He described Israe-
li practices in Gaza 
and the West Bank as 
crimes against human-
ity, warning that they 
risk fuelling further 
violence and hatred.

Fayez further urged 
support for a Memo-
randum of Under-
standing between Iran 
and the United States, 
saying it could con-
tribute to ending con-
flict and restoring sta-
bility and security in 
the region.

Fayez calls for stronger regulation 
of AI, emerging technologies

ACI exports rise 9.5% to JD3.8 billion in H1 2026 Jordanian, Libyan forces wrap up 
joint military drill on urban warfare

Prosecutor questions three over fatal brawl in Amman



MOUNT RUSHMORE, 
United States (AFP) 
— US President Don-
ald Trump lashed out 
on Friday at what he 
called a fresh threat 
against the country’s 
identity, taking aim 
at domestic “radicals 
and extremists” on the 
eve of America’s 250th 
birthday.

In a speech drip-
ping with patriotism, 
Trump lauded Ameri-
can exceptionalism 
and praised its past 
leaders, speaking at 
Mount Rushmore with 
its giant carved heads 
of four of his legen-
dary predecessors.

But he added at 
the foot of the iconic 
monument: “As we ap-
proach this magnifi-
cent anniversary, we 
see our American iden-
tity under a renewed 
attack.”

He charged that there 
was “a resurgence of 
the communist menace 
in our land”.

It is a theme that 
Trump has repeatedly 
hammered home in re-
cent weeks, as the anti-
establishment left of 
the Democratic Party 
carried a surge of US 
primary victories.

The president has 
cast the rise of the left 
ahead of November’s 
midterm elections that 
“communists” are on 
the rampage, posing 
a major “threat” to the 
country.

 ‘Undeniable attempt’ 

Trump said Friday: “In 
recent years there’s 
been an undeniable at-
tempt to change this 
exceptional charac-
ter, to beat the Ameri-
can spirit out of us, 
alienate us from our 
history.”

While his language 
fell short of the more 
violent anti-immigrant 
rhetoric he has regu-
larly wielded in past 
speeches, the underly-
ing message was clear 
enough.

“You do not have to 
be born here, but you 
do have to love what 
we have built,” he said.

The location of 
Trump’s speech — a 

landmark upon which 
many suspect he 
would like to see his 
own face carved into 
rock — strikes a fitting 
image for a president 
who views himself as 
being one of the greats.

Trump’s supporters 
have even introduced 
legislation to have his 
likeness chiseled be-
side those of George 
Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, Abraham 
Lincoln and Theodore 
Roosevelt.

At every stage, the 
80-year-old Republi-
can has sought to turn 
the United States’ big 
anniversary into a cel-
ebration of himself.

On July Fourth, 
Trump will hold a 
campaign-style politi-
cal rally on the Nation-
al Mall in Washington, 
along with flyovers by 
military jets and what 
he has billed as the 
world’s biggest fire-
works display.

For Trump — the bil-
lionaire former reality 
TV star who became 
the consummate polit-
ical showman — tak-
ing centre stage is in 
his blood.

‘Really long speech’ 

But America under 
Trump is deeply divid-
ed at what should be a 
time of national unity.

Trump’s approval 
ratings are near histor-
ic lows, fuelled largely 
by the war in Iran and 
the skyrocketing cost 
of living. His Demo-
cratic opponents have 
castigated him over 
his immigration poli-
cies, family’s growing 

wealth and attempts 
to expand presidential 
power.

Trump’s attempts 
to stamp his political 
brand on America’s 
250th anniversary 
have, meanwhile, not 
always gone to plan.

A Trump-linked or-
ganisation called Free-
dom 250 has taken 
control of many of the 
festivities from the bi-
partisan America250 
group, leading many 
people to stay away 
from key events.

A “Great Ameri-
can State Fair” in the 
capital designed as 
a celebration of the 
country’s birthday has 
drawn sparse crowds 
and widespread mock-
ery for its empty 
booths.

A record-breaking 
heat wave also kept 
many visitors away, 
although Trump de-
clared himself unde-
terred by the heat.

“On July 4 it’s going 
to be approximately 
107 degrees [41ºC] out, 
and I’m going to go 
and I’m going to make 
a really long speech — 
just to show that I can 
do anything,” he said 
on Wednesday.

As the United States 
marks two-and-a-half 
centuries of triumphs 
and tragedies, slavery 
and freedom, civil war 
and world wars, sur-
veys show the nation is 
pessimistic about the 
chances of realising 
the “American Dream”.

A recent Quinnipiac 
University Poll showed 
61 per cent of Ameri-
cans thought the US 
was not living up to 
the ideals stated in 
the Declaration of In-
dependence — though 
opinion on that was 
divided, with most Re-
publicans thinking it 
did, and most Demo-
crats thinking it did 
not.

“The Fourth of July 
really is a moment of 
freedom, but I have to 
be honest, in these po-
litical times, it hasn’t 
been as exciting to 
me,” Amy Kimaara, a 
49-year-old special 
education teacher, told 
AFP in Los Angeles.

MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus-
sia on Friday said it had 
captured the eastern 
Ukrainian city of Kosty-
antynivka, a key post on 
the road leading to the 
last major cities in the 
Donbas region under 
Kyiv’s control.

The battle for this city, 
which had around 78,000 
inhabitants before the 
war, has been taking 
place since late 2025 and 
now constitutes the main 
Russian effort on a front 
more than 1,000 kilome-
tres long.

“Kostyantynivka has 
been completely taken. 
The city is now entirely 
under our control,” Krem-
lin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters, in-
cluding those from AFP, 
announcing that Presi-

dent Vladimir Putin had 
spoken with the military 
about it.

Appearing on televi-
sion in uniform in front 

of his general staff, Pu-
tin thanked Russian sol-
diers, stating that the 
capture of Kostyantyniv-
ka is of “major strategic 

importance”.
“The Russian armed 

forces continue to firmly 
maintain the strategic in-
itiative” at the front, Putin 
added.

A Russian commander, 
Anton Grunis, said the 
army was engaged in 
“search and elimination 
operations against isolat-
ed soldiers of the Ukrain-
ian armed forces who are 
trying to hide in build-
ings, cellars and ruins”.

Kostyantynivka is one 
of the last Ukrainian 
strongholds on the way 
to the key cities of Kram-
atorsk and Sloviansk, 
whose capture is the 
Kremlin’s ultimate objec-
tive in the Donbas.

Peskov said Putin went 
to a Russian army com-
mand post, where he lis-

tened to a report from his 
general staff and thanked 
the Russian soldiers.

Russian forces now 
control the entire Lu-
gansk region in eastern 
Ukraine, one of the two 
regions that make up the 
Donbas, Peskov added.

Chief of the general 
staff, Valery Gerasimov, 
meanwhile said Rus-
sian forces were now 9 
kilometres from Zapor-
izhzhia, a major city in 
southern Ukraine that 
had more than 700,000 
inhabitants before the 
war.

Another commander 
reported that his troops 
were 10 kilometres from 
the regional capital of 
Sumy in the north, which 
had around 250,000 in-
habitants before the war.
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ERFURT, Germany 
(AFP) — Thousands of 
demonstrators flooded 
a German city on Sat-
urday, blocking major 
roads and disrupting 
public transport, in a 
bid to shut down the 
annual congress of the 
far-right AfD Party.

About 20,000 peo-
ple flocked to Erfurt, 
in Thuringia state, ac-
cording to police, to 
protest against the Al-
ternative for Germany 
(AfD) Party that tops 
national opinion polls.

The protesters, led 
by an alliance dubbed 
“Resistance”, blocked 
routes into the city, 
with some abseil-
ing from a motorway 
bridge. Several groups 
staged sit-in blockades 
around the city cen-
tre, according to AFP 
journalists.

But most AfD del-
egates managed to 
reach the conference 
centre where the con-
gress began on time.

“It’s important to 
send a signal against 
the shift to the right,” 
demonstrator Lene 
Krug, 19, from Gera, 
east of Erfurt, told AFP.

“The AfD is an anti-
democratic party that 
spreads hate.”

Calls for a ban

Another protester, Ella, 
was among a group 
who stuck themselves 
to tram tracks in a city 
square.

“1933 to 1945 must 
never happen again,” 
said the 44-year-old, 
who only gave one 
name, referring to the 
period when the Nazis 
were in power.

“The democratic par-
ties need to understand 
that they must impose 
a ban [on the AfD].”

The early protests 
were largely peace-

ful. Minor scuffles 
were reported be-
tween protesters and 
the thousands of po-
lice deployed for the 
congress.

News weekly Der 
Spiegel quoted inter-
nal police documents 
as saying that up to 
2,500 protesters were 
expected to come pre-
pared for violence.

The AfD’s rapid rise 
has unnerved many 
Germans, who feel they 
have a special duty to 
fight far-right politics 
given Germany’s dark 
Nazi past.

Some have seen a de-
liberate provocation 
in the AfD holding its 
Erfurt conference on 
the 100th anniversary 
of a Nazi conference 

in nearby Weimar, a 
charge the AfD denies.

But Tino Chrupalla, 
one of the AfD’s co-
leaders, lashed out at 
the protesters, saying 
they had been “carted 
in here from all over 
the country by the es-
tablishment parties in 
trucks”.

“They are protest-
ing against democratic 
decision-making. They 
believe they alone 
possess democracy,” 
he said in an opening 
speech at the congress.

Topping polls

Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz has made it his 
mission to reverse the 
rise of the AfD, which 
has been locked out of 

power as all other par-
ties have refused to co-
operate with it.

The AfD says it is a 
conservative force oc-
cupying the space once 
held by Merz’s Chris-
tian Democrats before 
former chancellor An-
gela Merkel a decade 
ago allowed millions 
of refugees and asylum 
seekers into Germany.

But critics point to 
AfD politicians down-
playing Nazi crimes 
and links to banned 
right-wing extremist 
groups.

This year the AfD 
is eyeing power for 
the first time as state 
elections loom in Ger-
many’s ex-commu-
nist east, its electoral 
heartland.

Polls indicate it could 
win an absolute major-
ity in September polls 
in Saxony-Anhalt state.

Nationwide, the par-
ty has been at or near 
the top of polls since 
after elections held 
last year, when the AfD 
came second with 20 
per cent of the vote.

“I would never have 
thought that a radical 
right party could be the 
strongest in Germany 
within my lifetime,” 
said Manfred Guellner, 
head of polling firm 
Forsa.

“Lots of people, not 
necessarily part of the 
radical right, have gone 
over to the AfD because 
of dissatisfaction with 
the current govern-
ment,” he told AFP.

Mass protests in Germany
as far-right AfD meets
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Policemen touch demonstrators sitting on a street near the Gothaer Square in Erfurt to block a way to the Messe Erfurt 
fairground in Erfurt, eastern Germany, on Saturday, where the party congress of far-right Alternative for Germany is held

Trump says American identity under 
‘renewed attack’ as US turns 250

Russia says seized eastern Ukrainian stronghold of Kostyantynivka

LAMPEDUSA, Italy 
(AFP) — Pope Leo XIV 
on Saturday visited Ita-
ly’s Lampedusa island, 
a major port of call 
for migrants risking 
the perilous crossing 
from Africa, in a stark 
message to US and EU 
leaders.

The Catholic Church’s 
first US Pope, who has 
clashed with the admin-
istration of President 
Donald Trump over its 
treatment of migrants, 
is marking July 4, the 
United States’ 250th an-
niversary of independ-
ence, on a migration 
frontline.

Leo’s visit also comes 
just two weeks after the 
European Union’s ap-
proval of new migrant 
rules allowing much 
broader detention pow-
ers and the creation 
of deportation centres 

outside the bloc.
After praying at the 

unmarked graves of 
shipwreck victims, the 
70-year-old stood alone 
on the island’s rocky 
shoreline, buffeted by 

the wind as he looked 
out to sea, where count-
less migrant boats have 
been lost to the waves.

He spoke to a migrant 
family, before taking the 
children by the hand 

and standing along 
with their pregnant 
mother at the “Door of 
Europe”, a monument 
dedicated to people 
who risk everything in 
search of a better life.

The Chicago-born 
Pontiff has made the 
defence of migrants 
a pillar of his Papacy, 
like his predecessor, 
Francis, praising those 
who help the needy and 
decrying mass depor-
tations in the United 
States.

He was expected to 
use the half-day trip 
to the Mediterranean 
island, a frontier be-
tween Africa and Eu-
rope, to call for safe 
and legal pathways for 
immigration.

Leo’s presence “sends 
a clear message at a 
time when the global 
political debate on mi-

gration is often framed 
around borders and 
deterrence rather than 
protection and shared 
responsibility”, Filippo 
Ungaro, spokesman for 
the UN’s refugee agen-
cy, UNHCR, told AFP.

 Lampedusa sits 145 
kilometres off the coast 
of Tunisia, and is fa-
mous for showing com-
passion to thousands of 
migrants — and taking 
in their dead.

In 2013, more than 
360 people died in the 
island’s worst ship-
wreck, and dozens more 
have drowned in the 
years since.

Leo has previously 
praised the generosity 
of the islanders, a fish-
ing and tourism com-
munity of 6,000.

He was later due to go 
to the pier where peo-
ple rescued at sea by 

the coastguard or char-
ity ships are brought to 
safety.

There, he will bless 
a plaque dedicated to 
Pope Francis — who 
chose Lampedusa for 
his very first trip fol-
lowing his election in 
2013 — before celebrat-
ing mass in a sports 
field.

Lampedusa “is a 
place of particular sig-
nificance... We are here 
to testify to its commit-
ment to welcome those 
seeking a better place 
[to live]”, said Vanda 
Mainardi, 65, who had 
travelled from northern 
Italy to see the pope.

Known for its white-
sand beaches, the semi-
arid island of 20 square 
kilometres  is the second 
of Europe’s migration 
hotspots to be visited 
by Leo, who used a trip 

to the Canary Islands 
last month to criticise 
human traffickers.

He has previously 
spoken out against 
measures to clamp 
down on undocument-
ed migration and called 
the US administration’s 
treatment of immi-
grants “inhuman”.

In a speech on Fri-
day to mark America’s 
250th birthday, Leo 
called for “moderation” 
in US public discourse, 
and spoke of how “suc-
cessive waves of immi-
grants” had shaped the 
future of the country.

The Central Mediter-
ranean crossing from 
north Africa is the 
deadliest migration 
route in the world, ac-
cording to the Interna-
tional Organisation for 
Migration (IOM).

Around 1,330 people 

died or went missing 
while attempting it last 
year, the IOM says.

The route is patrolled 
by a handful of res-
cue ships operated by 
charities that have re-
peatedly accused EU 
authorities of not doing 
enough to help prevent 
deaths.

More than 14,000 
people landed in Italy 
during the first six 
months of the year, 
most of whom set off 
from Libya, according 
to UNHCR.

Nearly 60 per cent 
of them arrived in 
Lampedusa, it said.

The numbers are far 
from the peaks reached 
in 2011, when tens of 
thousands arrived in 
months as maritime 
border controls disinte-
grated during the Arab 
Spring revolts.

Pope defends migrants at Mediterranean island frontier
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Pope Leo XIV walks through the arch of the monument Door 
of Europe - Porta d’Europa made by the italian artist Mimmo 
Paladino, during a one day visit to Lampedusa island, south 
of Sicily, on Saturday
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US President Donald Trump waves towards the crowd after speaking at a rally at Mount 
Rushmore National Memorial on Friday in Keystone, South Dakota
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In this grab taken from a handout footage posted of the 
official website of the Russian presidential press office on 
Friday, Russia’s President Vladimir Putin visits a command 
post for the joint force grouping, amid the ongoing Russian-
Ukrainian conflict

‘The Fourth of 

July really is 

a moment of 

freedom, but 

I have to be 

honest, in these 

political times, 

it hasn’t been as 

exciting to me’



Mali hit by new wave of coordinated rebel attacks
BAMAKO (AFP) — Ex-
tremists and their sepa-
ratist Tuareg allies hit 
Mali with fresh coordi-
nated attacks on Satur-
day, striking multiple 
towns and a prison just 
months after hobbling 
the country’s military 
junta with a similar wave 
of assaults.

The fighting, which 
started around 5:00 am 
(5:00 GMT), comes af-
ter the Al Qaeda-linked 
JNIM extremists and Tu-
areg FLA separatists in 
late April captured the 
strategic northern town 
of Kidal and killed Mali’s 
defence minister.

On Saturday, they car-
ried out their latest of-
fensive in the northern 
towns of Gao, Anefis and 
Aguelhok, plus the cen-
tral town of Sevare and 
at a prison in Kenieroba 
near the west African na-
tion’s capital.

Since coups in 2020 
and 2021, Mali has been 
led by the military, which 
promised to restore calm 
in the vast desert nation 

that has been grappling 
with a security crisis 
since 2012.

The Mali military, 
backed by Africa Corps, 

the Moscow-controlled 
paramilitary group, has 
intensified operations 
following the large-scale 
April 25-26 attacks.

The Tuareg FLA (Aza-
wad Liberation Front) 
teamed up with JNIM 
(the Group for the Sup-
port of Islam and Mus-

lims) approximately a 
year ago, stepping up 
pressure on their joint 
nemesis, the country’s 
military leaders.

“All these operations, 
which are intermediate 
steps pending a more 
spectacular assault, con-
tribute to weakening and 
isolating the regime”, 
Bakary Sambe, director 
of the Dakar-based Tim-
buktu Institute, told AFP.

The Malian army con-
firmed the rebel assaults 
on the four towns and 
Kenieroba on Facebook 
Saturday morning, as-
serting that “these at-
tacks were vigorously 
repelled” and that “the 
situation is completely 
under control”.

However, sources con-
sulted by AFP indicated 
that fighting was still on-
going midday.

FLA spokesman Mo-
hamed Elmaouloud Ra-
madane told AFP that 
“several positions have 
fallen” in Anefis but that 
there was still fighting 
happening mid-Saturday 

morning.
An Anefis resident told 

AFP that “armed groups 
are in the town, but the 
army is still putting up 
resistance. The camp 
(there) has not yet fallen”.

The towns of Anefis and 
Aguelhok are the last re-
maining locations where 
Mali’s army maintains a 
presence in the northern 
Kidal region, following 
the April attacks.

In the northern town of 
Gao, a strategic town key 
to controlling the region, 
residents told AFP of 
gunfire and “loud blasts” 
heard near an army 
camp.

“For now, the objective 
appears to be seizing and 
securing the north before 
moving further south”, an 
associate at the Strategic 
Research Institute of the 
International Academy 
for the Fight Against Ter-
rorism told AFP.

Palestinian presidency warns of ‘dangerous’ 
settler attacks, calls for int’l protection 

Jordan reclassified as upper-middle-income 
economy by World Bank
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He said that the esca-
lation, carried out with 
the direct protection 
and support of the Is-
raeli army, “which con-
tinues its daily policy of 
killing in the Gaza Strip, 
requires immediate in-
ternational intervention 
to provide international 
protection for the Pales-
tinian people before the 
situation spirals out of 
control”.

 “We call upon the in-
ternational community, 
particularly the US ad-
ministration, to take 
concrete steps to com-
pel the occupying power 
to abide by internation-
al law and UN resolu-
tions, and to cease its 
ongoing crimes, wheth-
er committed by the oc-
cupation army or by ter-
rorist colonists.”

Abu Rudeineh held 
the Israeli government 
responsible for the de-

teriorating situation, 
saying that the “settler 
attacks are inseparable 
from what he described 
as the ongoing war of 
genocide and forced 
displacement in Gaza, 
aimed at undermining 
the Palestinian national 
project and imposing a 
colonial reality in viola-
tion of international law 
and UN Security Coun-
cil Resolution 2334”.

He also warned 
against worsening re-

gional situation as a 
result of the “continua-
tion of wars and chaos 
resulting from the oc-
cupation’s policies and 
its failure to adhere to 
Arab, international, and 
legal legitimacy, will 
remain on the brink of 
disaster”.

A United Nations in-
quiry has reported that 
Israeli settler attacks on 
Palestinian villages and 
agricultural land had 
surged since 2023 by 

⁠130 per cent.
Violence in the West 

Bank, which Israel has 
occupied since 1967, 
has risen sharply since 
the October 7, 2023 
attack.

According to an AFP 
tally based on Palestin-
ian health ministry fig-
ures, Israeli troops or 
settlers have killed at 
least 1,050 Palestinians 
in the West Bank since 
the start of the Gaza 
war.
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The classifications 
remain in effect until 
the end of June 2027.

The income classi-
fications are widely 

used by governments, 
researchers and inter-
national organisations 
to monitor economic 
development, compare 
economic performance 
across countries and 

determine eligibility for 
certain forms of conces-
sional finance and de-
velopment assistance.

GNI per capita is 
measured in US dol-
lars using the Atlas 

methodology, which 
smooths the effects of 
short-term exchange 
rate fluctuations. The 
income thresholds are 
adjusted annually to 
reflect inflation, while 

economic and popula-
tion growth, revisions 
to national accounts 
and improvements in 
statistical data can 
also affect a country’s 
classification.

Families demand help with recovering Venezuela’s quake victims
Continued from page 1

The critical window 
for rescues in such disas-
ters usually closes after 
72 hours, though a few 
people have miraculous-
ly been found alive this 
week.

Rodriguez assumed 
interim power after the 
capture of Nicoles Madu-
ro in a US military opera-
tion six months ago.

The government’s re-
sponse to the tragedy has 
been the target of harsh 
criticism from many 
in La Guaira, who de-
nounced the absence of 
rescuers until the arrival 
of international brigades.

Many residents in 
La Guaira said neigh-
bors, family members, 
and volunteers were the 

first to remove rubble 
and search for people by 
hand.

AFP witnessed one vol-
unteer urging soldiers 
to put down their rifles 
and help with the rubble 
removal.

Rodriguez has de-
fended the official re-
sponse and denounced 
the backlash as media 
manipulation.

“Anyone who wants to 
audit the reality is wel-
come,” she said in her 
first formal press con-
ference as president on 
Thursday.

The interim president 
currently has the sup-
port of US President 
Donald Trump’s admin-
istration. The United 
States is helping coordi-
nate international rescue 

efforts in Venezuela.
But exiled opposition 

leader and Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Maria Cori-
na Machado, who wants 
to return to the country, 
criticized the govern-
ment response.

“The total absence of 
the state has become evi-
dent; the country needs 
figures it can trust,” she 
told correspondents in 
Venezuela via Zoom, ar-
guing she would be a sta-
bilizing presence there.

Rodriguez has ruled 
out the possibility of the 
dead ending up in mass 
graves and ordered their 
proper identification.

A makeshift morgue is 
operating outdoors in the 
port of La Guaira, where 
long lines formed to re-
ceive the bodies of loved 

ones and their death 
certificates.

La Guaira State Gover-
nor Jose Alejandro Teran 
told AFP that more than 
170 buildings had been 
completed destroyed and 
more than 700 damaged 
by the earthquakes.

Authorities were sup-
plying between 40 to 50 
tons of humanitarian aid 
a day to those staying 
in temporary camps, he 
said.

But many families are 
denouncing a lack of 
support and heavy ma-
chinery needed in the 
recovery of bodies from 
collapsed buildings.

“They tell us no, that 
they’re looking for the liv-
ing, but what about the 
dead? Aren’t they human 
beings too?” said Dalimer 

Diaz, 43.
“Nobody wants to re-

move the dead; we have 
to retrieve the bodies 
ourselves. We need ma-
chinery to help us.”

Soldiers later arrived at 
the Tahiti building where 
residents had been argu-
ing. A Spanish brigade 
also came with a crane to 
begin removing rubble.

Aloa Gonzalez was 
waiting for her sister’s 
body, buried under blocks 
and concrete.

“I just came from bury-
ing my father and moth-
er, and I came here to res-
cue my sister,” she said.

“How do I feel? Dead 
inside,” she said. “I can’t 
believe it. I don’t want 
to stop because I don’t 
want to face the reality 
of what’s happening.”

Huge crowds throng Tehran for Khamenei funeral ceremonies
Continued from page 1

There was still no 
sign of Khamenei’s son 
and successor Mojtaba 
Khamenei, who has been 
unseen in public since 
being named. Other top 
Iranian officials who sur-
vived the war welcomed 
foreign dignitaries who 
paid their respects at the 
coffin on Friday before 
the complex opened to 
the public.

Sprayed with mists 
of water to keep cool in 
temperatures that may 
nudge 40ºC in Tehran 
over the next days, thou-
sands of women and men 
— strictly segregated by 
gender — filled the vast 
complex.

They beat their chests 
in a sign of grief, over-
looked by a giant portrait 
of the former leader.

The coffins of Khame-
nei, with his black turban 
on top, and four other 

family members were 
placed at the front on a 
raised dais, AFP photo-
graphs showed.

Chants of “death to 

America” and “revenge, 
revenge” echoed at the 
venue.

“The leader was a fa-
ther to us all. With his 

passing, we have all been 
left orphaned... There was 
no one like him. He was 
truly unique and peer-
less,” said Mohammad 

Mirsalehi, 38, a cleric.
Hamidreza Shabani, a 

student, 18, added: “We 
must rise up and, God 
willing, avenge the blood 
of our leader.”

Authorities believe the 
ceremonies will mobilise 
more than 10 million peo-
ple in the capital alone.

But before they began, 
Tehran was quieter than 
usual, with many nor-
mally busy streets free 
of the capital’s notorious 
traffic and some resi-
dents telling AFP in Paris 
that they had decided to 
leave the city for the du-
ration of the ceremonies.

Marathon funerals 

After five weeks of war, 
the conflict is on hold af-
ter a ceasefire and an ini-
tial accord with the US. 
But both the US and Iran 
have warned they are 
ready to resume fighting 
at any time.

The killing of Khame-
nei after over three-and-
a-half decades in power 
created a new era in the 
Islamic republic shad-
owed by uncertainty.

His funeral is being 
viewed outside Iran as 
a test of support for the 
government, with au-
thorities already shaken 
by mass protests in Jan-
uary that rights groups 
say were put down in a 
crackdown that left thou-
sands dead.

The funeral ceremonies 
will see the coffin remain 
three days in Tehran, 
before moving on Tues-
day to the clerical city of 
Qom, then Wednesday to 
neighbouring Iraq, before 
burial on Thursday in 
Khamenei’s northeastern 
home city of Mashhad.

He will be buried with 
his infant granddaughter, 
son-in-law, daughter and 
Mojtaba Khamenei’s wife 
Zahra Haddad Adel, who 

were all killed in the Feb-
ruary 28 strikes.

The tiny coffin of his 
granddaughter Zahra 
Mohammadi Golpayg-
ani, who according to 
state media was just 14 
months old, was promi-
nently displayed.

‘Call for vengeance’ 

Surviving officials 
showed their grief and 
displayed a united front 
on Friday.

Mohammad Bagher 
Ghalibaf, Iran’s parliament 
speaker and top negotiator 
in peace talks with the US, 
appeared tearful while Ah-
mad Vahidi, named chief 
of the powerful Revolu-
tionary Guards after his 
predecessor was killed in 
the strikes, made his first 
public appearance in that 
post.

“The nation’s call for 
vengeance must ring in the 
ears of the whole world,” 

said Ghalibaf, who urged 
Iranians to turn out en 
masse.

The coming days will be 
closely watched for signs 
of Mojtaba Khamenei, who 
has communicated only by 
written statements and is 
said to have been wounded 
in the same strikes, though 
the extent of his injuries 
was never made clear.

Significant security 
measures have been im-
posed, with roads blocked 
and people forced some-
times to walk several 
kilometres to attend the 
largest-scale public event 
in Iran since the burial 
of Khamenei’s predeces-
sor Ruhollah Khomeini in 
1989.

Authorities will also 
want the event to go 
smoothly, deeply aware of 
the risk of crowd crushes 
that have marred similar 
events in the past, with TV 
broadcasting guidelines 
on how to stay safe.
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Israel rules out withdrawal from 
Lebanon, Syria and Gaza

Jordan, Qatar send 2nd aid flight 
to earthquake-hit Venezuela — JAF

Continued from page 1

“Security considera-
tions have become the 
main driver behind 
changing border reali-
ties, establishing new 
buffer zones and rede-
signing adjacent areas 
so they cannot be used 
against Israel in the 
future,” he said.

He added that the 
strategy also serves 
domestic political ob-
jectives, with security 
policies increasingly 
intertwined with Is-
rael’s internal political 
agenda.

“The result is a new 
reality that Israel ap-

pears determined to 
consolidate on the 
ground, regardless 
of whether nego-
tiations continue on 
other regional files,”  
he said.

The latest Israeli 
announcements sug-
gest the government is 
seeking to translate its 
wartime gains into a 
long-term security re-
ality, making military 
presence and buffer 
zones central pillars of 
its post-war strategy, 
Sabaileh said.

According to Leba-
non’s health ministry, 
nearly 4,300 people 
have been killed in Is-

raeli attacks since the 
war erupted.

The Israeli military 
says it has lost 38 sol-
diers and one civilian 
contractor in Lebanon 
since fighting began in 
early March.

Israel has also car-
ried out repeated in-
cursions and bomb-
ings in Syria since the 
overthrow of longtime 
ruler Bashar Assad, 
saying it seeks to es-
tablish a demilitarised 
zone in the country’s 
south.

In Gaza, Israeli 
forces occupy near-
ly 70 per cent of the  
territory.
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The mission was part 
of ongoing joint hu-
manitarian efforts by the 
Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan and Qatar to de-
liver urgent assistance to 
disaster-hit communities 
in Venezuela, according to 
a statement from the Jor-
dan Armed Forces-Arab 
Army.

The first aid flight had 
already arrived in Cara-
cas, delivering medical, 
relief and food supplies 
sent in coordination with 
Qatar in line with Royal 
directives, aimed at sup-
porting affected popula-
tions and mitigating the 
impact of the disaster, 
JAF said.

The latest shipment 
included specialised 
medical supplies, food 
and relief items, as well 
as equipment and gear 
designated to support 
search and rescue teams 
from the Public Security 
Directorate, enhancing 
emergency response op-

erations in affected areas.
The air bridge high-

lights the strong coopera-
tion and coordination be-
tween Jordan and Qatar 
in international humani-
tarian relief efforts, and 
their shared commitment 
to supporting countries 
affected by natural disas-
ters and crises, according 
to the statement.

It also underscores the 
readiness and efficiency 
of Jordanian institutions 
in responding swiftly to 
humanitarian obligations 
abroad, in line with the 
Kingdom’s broader re-
gional and international 
humanitarian role under 
the leadership of His Maj-
esty King Abdullah , the 
Supreme Commander of 
the Armed Forces.

Tens of thousands of 
people urgently need 
food and shelter in Ven-
ezuela due to the dev-
astation from two huge 
earthquakes that killed 
more than 1,700 and in-
jured 5,000, the UN said 
on Tuesday, as doctors 

warned of potential out-
breaks of disease.

Last week’s 7.2 and 7.5 
magnitude quakes -- the 
strongest to hit the coun-
try in more than a century 
-- have left tens of thou-
sands unaccounted for 
and prompted a frantic 
search and rescue opera-
tion for survivors trapped 
in the rubble of flattened 
buildings.

The UN refugee agency 
said “food shortages are 
widespread, basic serv-
ices have broken down, 
and connectivity has 
been largely severed” in 
the port city of La Guaira, 
north of the capital, 
Caracas.”Community ten-
sions are rising as access 
to assistance remains 
constrained,” UNHCR 
spokesperson Carlotta 
Wolf said.

The agency said it need-
ed some $14.85 million to 
scale-up protection, core 
relief items and tempo-
rary shelter for 30,000 
earthquake-affected peo-
ple over six months.
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 The coffins of Iran’s slain supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and his family members are 
pictured at the Grand Mosalla at the start of the funeral ceremonies in Tehran on Saturday
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A general view shows traffic moving along a main road in Bamako on Saturday



By Raad Mahmoud Al Tal

Public discussion of Jordan’s labour market has 
traditionally focused on a single indicator: The 
unemployment rate. It is often assumed that a 

rise or decline in this indicator alone is sufficient 
to assess the performance of the economy. Modern 
economies, however, no longer rely on unemploy-
ment as the primary measure of labour market per-
formance. Instead, they place increasing emphasis 
on broader indicators such as labour force partici-
pation, the availability of decent work, skills, pro-
ductivity and the ability of the workforce to adapt to 
structural economic transformations. This broader 
perspective provides a more comprehensive under-
standing of labour market dynamics than simply 
monitoring quarterly unemployment figures.

In this context, a recent research paper published 
by the Economic Research Forum, in collabouration 
with Jordan’s Department of Statistics and sup-
ported by several international organisations, of-
fers valuable insights into Jordan’s labour market. 
The significance of this study lies in its reliance on a 
longitudinal panel survey that has followed Jorda-
nian households and individuals from 2010 through 
2025, allowing researchers to analyse changes in 
labour market behaviour over time rather than cap-
turing only a single point in time.

One of the study’s most important findings is 
the continued decline in labour force participation 
alongside persistently high unemployment among 
Jordanians. This trend deserves careful attention 
because the real economic challenge extends beyond 
the existence of unemployed individuals. It also in-
cludes the growing number of people who have exit-
ed the labour force altogether despite being capable 
of working. Such a development weakens one of the 
economy’s most important factors of production — 
human capital — reduces the number of economi-
cally active individuals and ultimately limits the 
economy’s capacity for sustainable growth.

From an economic perspective, it is important to 
distinguish between the unemployment rate and the 
labour force participation rate, as each measures a 
different aspect of labour market performance. The 
unemployment rate measures the proportion of in-
dividuals who are willing, able and actively seeking 
employment but cannot find a job. In contrast, the 
labour force participation rate measures the pro-
portion of the working-age population that is either 
employed or actively seeking work. Consequently, 
unemployment may sometimes decline without re-
flecting a genuine improvement in labour market 
conditions if discouraged workers stop searching 
for jobs and leave the labour force. By contrast, a 
higher labour force participation rate generally 
reflects stronger confidence in the economy and 
a broader productive base, making it a more com-
prehensive indicator of economic vitality and long-
term growth potential.

It is equally important to recognise one of the ma-
jor transformations taking place in Jordan’s labour 
market: The changing nature of employment itself. 
Labour market performance can no longer be as-
sessed solely by employment and unemployment 
statistics. Today’s labour market increasingly re-
volves around skills development, vocational train-
ing, digital platform work, green jobs, financial tech-
nology and evolving social attitudes toward women’s 
participation in the workforce. These developments 
demonstrate that the future of employment will not 
be determined solely by the availability of tradition-
al jobs, but by the economy’s ability to develop new 
skills that align with digital transformation and the 
transition toward a green economy.

Accordingly, the success of economic policies 
should not be measured simply by the number of 
jobs created. Rather, it should be evaluated by their 
ability to increase labour force participation, im-
prove worker productivity, better align education 
outcomes with labour market needs and encourage 
investment in sectors capable of generating high-
value-added employment. An economy that creates 
only low-productivity jobs will struggle to achieve 
sustainable growth, even if unemployment declines 
temporarily.

Perhaps the study’s most important message 
is that labour market reform does not begin with 
employment fairs or recruitment offices. Instead, 
it starts with rebuilding the relationship between 
education, training and productivity. When reli-
able data become the foundation for policymaking 
and for evaluating economic and social outcomes, 
public policies become more effective and statisti-
cal indicators evolve from being mere numbers into 
practical tools for building a more resilient econo-
my capable of generating sustainable growth and 
meaningful employment opportunities.

The real challenge facing Jordan’s economy is 
therefore not simply to provide jobs for those seek-
ing employment, but to bring a larger share of its cit-
izens back into productive economic activity. Pros-
perous societies are built not merely by increasing 
the number of jobs, but by increasing the number of 
people who actively contribute to economic produc-
tion, innovation and sustainable development.
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Jordan’s labour market: 
The problem is not 
unemployment alone 
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By Fares Braizat

Jordan’s economic story 
should not be defined only 
by what it lacks, but by 

how effectively it develops what 
it has. Scarce water, limited en-
ergy resources and a difficult 
regional environment are real 
constraints. Yet Jordan also pos-
sesses strategic assets that can 
be transformed into engines of 
growth when they are managed 
with ambition, discipline and 
professional competence. Min-
ing is one of them.

The Arab Potash Company 
provides one of the clearest ex-
amples of what happens when a 
national resource is treated not 
simply as a source of revenue, 
but as a platform for exports, 
industrial growth, foreign-cur-
rency generation and long-term 
national value.

For years, Arab Potash was 
a successful company by Jor-
danian standards, but it was 
operating below the full poten-
tial of the resource available 
to it. Its strategy concentrated 
largely on selected markets and 
cost control rather than a more 
ambitious model built around 
growth, operational efficiency, 
market diversification and glo-
bal competitiveness.

That began to change deci-
sively around 2019 and 2020. The 
Company’s transformation was 
not merely the result of favour-
able international potash prices. 
Commodity prices rise and fall. 
The more important achievement 
was structural: Increased pro-
duction, new products, stronger 
product quality, new markets, 
improved efficiency and invest-
ment in future capacity.

Before this shift, Arab Potash 
produced approximately 2.3 to 
2.4 million tonnes of potash an-
nually. By 2025, according to the 
Company’s published data, pro-
duction had risen to nearly 2.9 
million tonnes, an increase of 
around 23 per cent.

This matters because it repre-
sents real additional output for 
Jordan’s economy. Around half 
a million tonnes of extra pot-
ash production have been added 
annually. That is not simply a 
financial gain on paper. It is a 

Jordanian resource, processed 
through Jordanian industry, 
exported through Jordanian in-
frastructure and converted into 
national income.

The benefits extend beyond 
Company profits. Additional 
production contributes to ex-
ports, foreign-currency inflows, 
government revenues, share-
holder returns and employ-
ment across the value chain. 
The Treasury benefits through 
income tax, mining royalties, 
concession fees port charges, 
loading charges and dividends 
generated through public-sector 
shareholding.

Between 2020 and 2025, Arab 
Potash’s payments to the Jorda-
nian Treasury reached around 
JD1.3 billion. During the same 
period, the Company and its 
subsidiaries and affiliates con-
tributed more than $9 billion in 
foreign currency to the Kingdom. 
At a time when Jordan must con-
tinue strengthening exports and 
its balance-of-payments posi-
tion, this underlines why mining 
should be treated as a strategic 
economic sector rather than a 
legacy industry.

Arab Potash has also trans-
formed its market presence. His-
torically, the Company’s sales 
were concentrated in regional 
markets and parts of East and 
Southeast Asia. Since 2019, it 
has expanded into Europe, Bra-
zil, Australia, Thailand and other 
demanding markets.

This is important not only be-

cause of geography, but because 
these are highly competitive 
markets. European and Brazil-
ian buyers require consistent 
quality, reliable supply, techni-
cal compliance and confidence 
in long-term delivery. Winning 
business there requires more 
than access to a resource. It re-
quires operational credibility, 
innovative logistical arrange-
ments and consistent visionary 
leadership. 

Arab Potash’s sales in Eu-
rope rose from less than 75,000 
tonnes in 2019 to approximately 
580,000 tonnes in 2025. Its en-
try into Brazil is equally impor-
tant. Brazil is one of the world’s 
largest potash-importing mar-
kets and Arab Potash estab-
lished sales there in the range of 
220,000 to 300,000 tonnes annu-
ally in recent years. This reflects 
a company that has moved be-
yond simply selling a product, it 
is becoming a strategic supplier 
to global agricultural markets 
and a major player in global food 
security.

The next phase may be even 
more consequential. The Eastern 
Expansion Project is expected 
to add approximately 120,000 
tonnes of annual production 
capacity. More significantly, the 
Southern Expansion Project, the 
largest in the Company’s his-
tory, is expected to add around 
740,000 tonnes once completed 
around 2030.

Together with efficiency 
projects and other planned 
investments, Arab Potash is 
working towards production of 
around 4 million tonnes annual-
ly in the years ahead. That would 
represent nearly double the 
Company’s average annual pro-
duction during the 2015–2019 
period. Such growth would not 
simply enlarge one company. It 
would enlarge Jordan’s produc-
tive economy.

The Company is also address-
ing two of Jordan’s most diffi-
cult industrial constraints: En-
ergy and water. It has invested 
in projects intended to secure 
future energy requirements, 
reduce production costs and 
improve international competi-
tiveness. It has also worked to 
secure the substantial water 

needs required to support ex-
pansion.

Its ambitions extend beyond 
raw potash. Investments in Jor-
dan Bromine Company, special-
ised derivatives, downstream 
fertiliser products and possible 
international mining opportu-
nities point towards a more so-
phisticated model: One in which 
Jordan does not merely extract 
resources, but develops higher-
value industrial ecosystems 
around them.

This is the broader lesson. 
Mining is not simply about 
extracting minerals from the 
ground or the sea. It is about 
geology, but also strategic plan-
ning, vertical and horizontal in-
tegrations, infrastructure, ener-
gy, water management, scientific 
research, skilled labour, capital 
investment, export logistics, in-
ternational partnerships and 
corporate governance.

Arab Potash’s transformation 
is therefore not only a corporate 
success story. It is a case study 
in how Jordan can turn a finite 
natural resource into a long-
term productive national asset.

Its most important achieve-
ment may be in uplifting work 
culture. Professional manage-
ment aligned workers, engi-
neers, unions, technical teams 
and executives behind a shared 
strategyand common values. It 
created a stronger sense of re-
sponsibility for performance, 
productivity, and competitive-
ness. Arab Potash increasingly 
thinks and operates like an in-
ternational industrial company 
rather than a locally bounded 
enterprise.

Jordan needs more examples 
of this kind of transformation. 
Tourism, technology, logistics, 
agriculture, renewable energy, 
manufacturing and financial 
services all have important roles 
in the country’s future. But min-
ing deserves greater attention as 
a pillar of economic resilience 
and export growth.

Arab Potash demonstrates 
that Jordan can create more val-
ue from what it already possess-
es. The task now is to apply the 
same seriousness, ambition and 
professional discipline to other 
promising sectors.

Mining Jordan’s future

Gaza faces deepening uncertainty  
and a severe humanitarian crisis

The humanitarian situation 
in the Gaza Strip contin-
ues to deteriorate, com-

pounded by expanding access 
restrictions, infrastructure col-
lapse and severe funding short-
falls.  

Over 30 billion in damages 
has affected housing and civil-
ian infrastructure, and most of 
the Strip is now designated as 
restricted or off-limits, limiting 
both residents and aid organisa-
tions. 

Hundreds of thousands of Pal-
estinians remain heavily con-
centrated into increasingly re-
stricted and demarcated zones 
where lethal force has been used 
to enforce access lines. 

The collapse of sewage and 
waste networks has led to wide-
spread outbreaks of infectious 
diseases. Overcrowding at dis-
placement sites, compounded by 
a lack of disinfectants, threatens 
to suspend hundreds of critical 
surgical procedures. 

A steep reduction in fuel in-
flows and severe access limita-
tions have stalled life-saving 
activities. 

The blockage of border cross-
ings prevents the medical evacu-
ation of tens of thousands of 
Palestinians, including cancer 
patients and children, who ur-
gently require specialised treat-
ment abroad.

Tracking by the UN highlights 
that the humanitarian appeals 
remain significantly underfund-
ed, severely hampering the deliv-
ery of water, shelter and medical 
supplies. 

The continued expansion of 
areas under Israeli control in 
Gaza since October’s ceasefire 
agreement is placing civilians 
at greater risk and severely con-
straining humanitarian opera-
tions, the UN and humanitarian 
partners warned recently .

The alert came on the 1st of 
July amid continued displace-
ment and mounting humanitar-
ian pressures across the Occu-
pied Palestinian Territory (OPT). 

In a statement, the combined 
Humanitarian Country Team in 
the OPT said the expansion of 
the area under Israeli control, 
together with movement restric-
tions, are limiting access for aid 
workers and reducing the space 

ava i l a b l e 
for civil-
ians al-
ready dis-
placed by 
the conflict.

A c c o r d -
ing to the 
statement, 
I s r a e l i 
forces have 
used lethal 
force to 
enforce ac-

cess restrictions in areas they 
control since the start of the 
stuttering ceasefire agreement. 

Between 10 October 2025 and 
early April, the UN verified   the 
killing of 196 Palestinians in Is-
raeli attacks reported near ar-
eas where Israeli forces are de-
ployed. Those killed include 18 
women and 43 children.

Many of those killed were re-
portedly moving through areas 
that lacked clear demarcation on 
the ground, while many others 
were injured.

The statement also highlight-
ed the impact on humanitarian 
operations, saying restrictions 
on movement continue to cause 
delays and interruptions to life-
saving assistance.

Some humanitarian partners 
have had to reduce or temporar-
ily suspend critical activities, 
affecting thousands of families, 
particularly following the killing 
of service providers working in 
those areas.

The UN and its humanitarian 
partners also warned that ex-
panding control measures are 
shrinking the areas available to 
civilians.

Most Palestinians in Gaza have 
already been displaced multiple 
times and are now concentrated 
in increasingly limited areas.

According to the UN, access-
restricted areas now cover about 
65 per cent of Gaza’s land, with 
most areas off limits to residents 
and all requiring humanitarian 
organisations to coordinate ac-
cess. Access by sea remains pro-
hibited too.

The UN and humanitarian 
non-governmental organisations 
reiterated their call for an im-
mediate end to the targeting of 
Palestinians who are deemed to 
be straying too close to Israeli 

forces.
Civilians must always be pro-

tected in line with international 
humanitarian and human rights 
law, they urged. 

The UN said families fled an 
area of Beit Lahia in Gaza after 
Israeli forces advanced, report-
edly setting three tents ablaze 
by dropping incendiary muni-
tions from the air and placing 
yellow cement blocks marking a 
further expansion of the “Yellow 
Line”. 

Humanitarian agencies also 
warned that skin diseases and 
acute watery diarrhea continue 
to spread, driven by overcrowd-
ing and poor water and sanita-
tion conditions. 

The aid response remains 
constrained by severe access 
restrictions and funding short-
ages, with less than a quarter of 
this year’s humanitarian appeal 
funded so far.

Amid these challenges, the UN 
Development Programme (UNDP) 
said recently that it had cleared 
half of the solid waste mountain 
which has accumulated through 
the conflict at Firas Market in 
Gaza, describing it as a signifi-
cant step towards restoring the 
historic commercial hub. 

Some 250,000 cubic metres of 
waste have been removed, clear-
ing 75 per cent of the market 
area.

On his part, United Nations 
Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres said that UNRWA’s situa-
tion was increasingly precarious 
due to the large funding short-
fall and sweeping restrictions 
by Israel on the agency’s work 

throughout the occupied Pales-
tinian territory.

“As we meet here today, the 
safety and welfare of millions of 
Palestine refugees hangs in the 
balance,” Guterres told a donor 
conference on the UN agency.

“[UNRWA] faces sweeping re-
strictions throughout the occu-
pied Palestinian territory. And 
a cash shortfall that imperils 
its work across the region,” he 
said, rejecting what he called 
continued efforts to undermine 
the agency through “disinforma-
tion, smear campaigns, legisla-
tive actions, operational restric-
tions, diplomatic roadblocks and 
more”.

Such actions threatened the 
wellbeing of millions of Pales-
tinians as well as the agency’s 
staff, Guterres said, noting that 
390 UNRWA personnel had been 
killed by Israel in Gaza since Oc-
tober 2023.

Earlier on 29 June, Ramiz 
Alakbarov, UN deputy special 
coordinator told the Security 
Council that uncertainty and im-
mense human suffering in Gaza 
are prevailing rapidly .

Israeli air strikes and mili-
tary operations have continued 
across Gaza, resulting in further 
fatalities and bringing the to-
tal killed since the ceasefire to 
over 1,000, according to the Gaza 
Ministry of Health.

Israeli forces continue to ex-
pand the scope of their territo-
rial control in the Strip and the 
extension of areas requiring co-
ordination for humanitarian op-
erations. 

This encroachment of areas 
under Israeli control has re-
duced the space available to ci-
vilians which are now concen-
trated in increasingly limited 
areas, living amid insecurity and 
violence.

Palestinians in Gaza face daily 
survival challenges amid a se-
vere humanitarian crisis. 

Every human deserves to live 
with dignity and respect . The se-
vere humanitarian crisis in Gaza 
has prompted global leaders and 
international organisations to 
stress that survival alone is not 
enough, the fundamental rights, 
safety, and wellbeing of the Pal-
estinian people must be fully 
protected

Najla M. Shahwan 
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ahead



Surging real estate development 
divides opinion on Athens' Riviera
GLYFADA, Greece (AFP— 
(In the southern Athens 
seaside suburb of Gly-
fada, a pensioner strug-
gles to cross an avenue 
with her shopping trol-
ley, zigzagging between 
cars stuck in traffic.

"I've had enough of 
these traffic jams," says 
Vassiliki Karvela as she 
finally reaches the lo-
cal weekly market in her 
town of 90,000 inhabit-
ants. "It was perfect and 
much calmer 20 years 
ago."

Some 15 kilometres 
south of the capital, 
Glyfada has seen its 
population grow and 
property prices rise in 
recent years, along with 
other parts of the urban 
sprawl along the Saron-
ic Gulf.

And that is likely to 
continue.

Nearby, a new town 
of 6.2 square kilometres 
is under construction, 
"three times the size of 
Monaco", according to 
the site's owners, Lamda 
Development.

Situated on the out-
skirts of neighbouring 
Ellinikon, it promises 
to hold hotels, shopping 
centres, parks, marinas 
and 8,000 homes.

A luxury skyscraper 
some 200 metres high — 
the tallest building ever 
constructed in Athens — 
has already been built 
and is visible from the 
city centre.

Along the edge of the 
site, huge advertising 
hoardings promote the 
"shopping, entertain-
ment and business des-
tination of the future".

"This development is 
good for the economy," 
says Yorgos Christo-
phoridis, owner of a 
construction company 
in Glyfada. "But Greeks, 
because of their low 
wages, can no longer 
rent or buy property 
here."

According to Stavros 
Giakoumakis, Glyfada's 
deputy mayor responsi-
ble for the environment, 
nationals from Gulf 
states, China and Israel 
have settled or invested 
in this area.

But he cites numerous 
problems created by the 
project, ranging from 
damaged water and 
sewerage infrastruc-
ture, to a lack of parking 
spaces.

"Blocks of flats are 
being built where there 
used to be one- or two-
storey houses," he 
laments.

Abandoned for years, 
the Ellinikon site was 
sold by the Greek gov-
ernment to the private 
sector during the finan-
cial crisis.

Following Greece's 
economic recovery, de-
mand in the area soared 
rapidly, driving prices to 
"historic" levels, accord-
ing to Premier Realty, a 

consultancy specialis-
ing in luxury and invest-
ment property in Greece.

A recent study by the 
Bank of Greece confirms 
that the metropolitan 
area south of Athens is 
the most expensive in 
the region, with pur-
chase prices reaching up 
to 7,300 euros ($8,400) 
per square metre.

"At first I was quite 
positive about the sky-
scraper," says Karvela, 
the pensioner. "But now 
access to the sea is re-
stricted, and prices have 
been driven up. They 
think we're rich!"

Georgia Gemenetzi, 
an associate professor 
of urban planning at the 
University of Thessaly 
in central Greece says 
"there are positive and 
negative aspects" to this 
project, "which aims to 
boost economic growth".

But in an overcrowd-
ed capital, where the 
lack of green spaces is 
particularly acute, the 
project further intensi-
fies population concen-
tration, she explains. 

Furthermore, it may 
"exacerbate inequali-
ties by excluding certain 
social groups" who are 
pushed towards cheaper 
outlying areas.

With 4 million peo-
ple — more than a third 
of the country's total 
population — Athens is 
suffering from surging 
property prices.

Microsoft, AWS deploy engineers to help make AI profitable
SAN FRANCISCO, Unit-
ed States (AFP) —  Ama-
zon Web Services (AWS) 
and Microsoft want to 
embed thousands of 
their own engineers 
at client companies to 
help them capitalise on 
artificial intelligence, 
which has yet to turn 
a profit in the business 
world.

Microsoft announced 
last week the creation 
of a unit called Micro-
soft Frontier Company, 
which is backed by a 
$2.5 billion investment 
and brings togeth-
er 6,000 experts and 
engineers.

The new Microsoft 
entity comes as rival 
AWS, the world's lead-
ing cloud provider, an-
nounced last week a 
similar $1 billion in-
vestment in an organi-
sation called Forward 
Deployed Engineering, 
also tasked with dis-
patching thousands of 
engineers to help cli-
ents.The two cloud gi-
ants are responding 
to the same challenge: 
companies are buying 
more AI tools, but those 
investments are not yet 
paying off in obvious 
ways.

As of the end of 2025, 
almost nine out of 10 
companies had de-
ployed AI in at least one 
business function, but 

94 per cent reported no 
significant benefit from 
those expenditures, ac-
cording to consultancy 
McKinsey.

Its study, published 
in late April, argued 
that handing out AI 
tools to employees is 
not enough — compa-
nies need to rethink the 
very way they work.

Microsoft and AWS, 
both of which supply 
servers and software 
to myriad businesses 
worldwide, are betting 
that their engineers 
will deliver results 
faster and better than 

clients' in-house teams.
"The currency that 

the customers are al-
ways talking about 
right now is speed," 
said Francessca 
Vasquez, vice president 
of Frontier AI Engi-
neering and Services at 
AWS.

Sri Elaprolu, Direc-
tor of AWS's GenAI In-
novation Center, said 
the key is resisting the 
temptation to lead with 
the technology.

"Just because some-
one is excited about 
agentic AI doesn't mean 
agentic AI is the right 

answer," he told AFP at 
the AWS Summit con-
ference in Washington.

"The wrong way of 
going about it is forc-
ing a technology into a 
problem versus work-
ing backwards to de-
fine what's the right 
steps to get there."

With these initia-
tives, Microsoft and 
AWS are following the 
lead of San Francisco's 
major AI labs.

OpenAI, the creator 
of ChatGPT, and its ri-
val Anthropic, maker 
of Claude, dispatched 
their own teams of en-

gineers among client 
sites this spring, part-
nering with major in-
vestment funds.

In doing so, the AI 
labs revived an idea 
pioneered more than a 
decade ago by Palantir, 
the US data analytics 
specialist.

Judson Althoff, CEO 
of Microsoft Commer-
cial Business, said the 
new unit draws from 
existing industry ex-
perts, product engi-
neers and consulting 
teams, as well as out-
side hires.

"We're also hiring a 
lot of world-class AI 
talent — people that 
have developed large 
language models and 
fine-tuned large lan-
guage models at the 
face of the customer," 
he said.

The push comes as 
tech giants seek to re-
coup record invest-
ments to develop AI 
and build massive data 
centres.

Despite strong 
growth in its cloud 
business, Microsoft 
has disappointed mar-
kets and its shares 
have shed nearly a 
quarter of their value 
since January.

The company cut 
roughly 15,000 jobs in 
2025 and a further wave 
of cuts is expected.
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100% compliance by companies in 
submitting 2025 sustainability reports
AMMAN (JT) — Chief 
Executive Officer of the 
Amman Stock Exchange 
(ASE) Mazen Wathaifi 
has announced that all 
listed companies re-
quired to submit annual 
sustainability reports 
for 2025 have complied 
with the reporting re-
quirements.

A total of 22 compa-
nies submitted their 
sustainability reports 
within the deadline stip-
ulated under the ASE's 
Sustainability Report-
ing Rules through the 
XBRL electronic disclo-
sure system, according 
to an ASE statement.

Wathaifi said the 100 
per cent compliance 
rate reflects the com-
panies' commitment 
to applicable laws and 
regulations, as well as 
their growing focus on 
environmental, social 
and governance (ESG) 
issues.

Under the Sustain-
ability Reporting Rules, 
companies included in 
the ASE20 Index, as well 
as companies that were 
previously part of the 
index, are required to 
prepare sustainability 
reports in accordance 
with the Global Re-
porting Initiative (GRI) 
Standards. Companies 
issuing a standalone 
sustainability report 

must submit it within 
six months of the end 
of their financial year, 
while those incorporat-
ing sustainability dis-
closures into their an-
nual report must do so 
within three months of 
the end of the financial 
year.

Wathaifi also noted 
that Gulf Insurance 
Group, Jordan and First 
Insurance Companies, 
voluntarily published 
their 2025 sustainabil-
ity reports for the first 
time in accordance with 

the GRI Standards, de-
spite not being included 
in the ASE20 Index.

He said the move 
reflects the growing 
culture of sustainabil-
ity and non-financial 
disclosure in Jordan's 
capital market and 
demonstrates compa-
nies' increasing aware-
ness of the importance 
of reporting their ESG 
performance.

The ASE publishes 
sustainability reports 
on its website under 
the "Circulars and Dis-

closures" section in the 
Sustainability Reports 
window, Wathaifi said.

He added that the de-
cision to require compa-
nies in the ASE20 Index 
to issue sustainability 
reports, introduced in 
2022, aims to enhance 
the attractiveness of 
listed companies and 
strengthen transpar-
ency and disclosure 
in the national capital 
market, particularly 
with regard to compli-
ance with sustainabil-
ity standards.

Sustainability re-
porting also provides 
stakeholders with a 
broader understanding 
of companies' perform-
ance and achievements 
while demonstrating 
their commitment to 
environmental, so-
cial responsibility and 
governance issues, 
Wathaifi said, noting 
that such information 
has become increas-
ingly important to both 
local and international 
investors in making in-
vestment decisions.

Turkey annual inflation 
dips slightly to 32.1%
ISTANBUL (AFP) — Tur-
key's annual inflation 
eased to 32.1 per cent in 
June from 32.6 per cent 
in May, though sharp 
increases in housing 
and education costs 
drove consumer prices 
higher, official data 
showed on Friday.

Consumer prices rose 
0.99 per cent month-on-
month in June, slow-
ing from 1.7 per cent in 
May, according to the 
TUIK statistics agency.

On an annual basis, 

education prices rose 
46.1 per cent, while 
housing costs, including 
energy bills, increased 
45.1 per cent. Food pric-
es were up 35.4 per cent 
and healthcare costs 
rose 33.6 per cent.

However, these of-
ficial figures are dis-
puted by independ-
ent economists from 
the Inflation Research 
Group, who estimate 
that the year-on-year 
rise in consumer prices 
reached 51.4 per cent in 

June.
The annual inflation, 

which has remained 
above 30 per cent since 
December 2021, exceed-
ed 75 per cent in May 
2024 before beginning 
to slow down.

In mid-May, the Turk-
ish central bank raised 
its inflation forecasts, 
projecting annual infla-
tion of 26 per cent at the 
end of 2026, 15 per cent 
at the end of 2027 and 
9 per cent at the end of 
2028.
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A vendor cuts bacon during of the holy month of Ramadan near Eminonu Square in Istanbul on 
March 15, 2024 

Stocks mostly rise as beaten-down tech stocks enjoy bounce
LONDON (AFP) — Major 
stock markets mostly 
rose Friday as tech firms 
rebounded, while a size-
able miss on US jobs 
creation soothed wor-
ries over a Federal Re-
serve interest-rate hike.

Oil prices steadied as 
markets tracked devel-
opments in the US-Iran 
talks and traffic flows 
through the Strait of 
Hormuz.

The dollar dropped 
against main rivals on 
receding prospects of 
tighter US borrowing 
costs.

Earlier in the week, 
the yen struck a 40-year 
low versus the dollar on 

talk of US rate hikes.
"A mixture of relief 

post the payrolls data, a 
reversal of the sell-off in 
the chip stocks and more 
volatility in the yen are 
the main narratives," 
noted Kathleen Brooks, 
research director at XTB 
trading group.

Investors welcomed 
key data Thursday 
showing the US econ-
omy added fewer than 
half the jobs forecast 
in June, while figures 
for the previous two 
months were revised 
down.

The readings sug-
gested the labour mar-
ket was not as strong 

as thought, and hands 
the Fed some breathing 
room to hold off from 
hiking rates, boosting 
global markets.

Speculation had 
grown since the central 
bank's June policy meet-
ing that it would an-
nounce a rate increase 
this year because of el-
evated inflation and af-
ter new Fed boss Kevin 
Warsh said price stabil-
ity was his key goal.

Against such a back-
drop, the likelihood of a 
US rate hike before the 
end of the year remains, 
according to some 
analysts.

"The US labour mar-

ket today is not strong 
enough to instigate rate 
hikes but importantly is 
no longer a handbrake 
or impediment to hikes," 
said Rodrigo Catril, ana-
lyst at National Austral-
ia Bank.

Concerns about surg-
ing valuations for tech-
nology companies amid 
a race for all things AI 
continued to dominate 
sentiment.

Seoul's Kospi stocks 
index closed up 5.8 per 
cent on Friday — having 
tanked by about 20 per 
cent from its June 19 
record high — boosted 
by strong rallies in tech-
nology firms SK Hynix 

and Samsung.
Tokyo climbed more 

than one per cent, along 
with Hong Kong, Manila, 
Bangkok and Jakarta.

European indices 
largely rose, though 
London dipped as 
a stronger sterling 
makes UK exports more 
expensive.

The gains for global 
equities followed Thurs-
day's mixed session on 
Wall Street, where the 
tech-heavy Nasdaq sank 
0.8 per cent.

The Dow jumped more 
than one per cent, how-
ever, ahead of the Amer-
ican Independence Day 
holiday.
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People visit a beach of the southern Athenian suburb of Glyfada on June 26, as a 200-metre-tall, 
50-story skyscraper towers which is the tallest building ever constructed in Athens is seen in 
the background 
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Swiatek dumped out of Wimbledon by 
Eala, Serena withdraws from doubles

LONDON (AFP) — Iga Swiatek’s Wimbledon title de-
fence was ended by the Philippines’ Alexandra Eala 
in a third-round shock on Saturday, while “heartbro-
ken” Serena Williams was forced to withdraw from 
the doubles tournament. Kazakh second seed Elena 
Rybakina also crashed out, leaving the bottom half of 
the women’s singles draw wide open. Swiatek slipped 
to a 7-6 (11/9), 6-2 defeat on Centre Court as 29th seed 
Eala reached the last 16 of a Grand Slam tournament 
for the first time. It is six-time Grand Slam champion 
Swiatek’s earliest exit from a major tournament since 
another third-round defeat, by Yulia Putintseva, at 
Wimbledon two years ago. Eala had already made 
history for the Philippines by becoming the first play-
er from the Southeast Asian nation to reach the third 
round of a Grand Slam in the Open era.”I’m really 
emotional and maybe for someone like Iga who has 
won so many Slams, or someone like Serena or Venus 
[Williams], this achievement might seem small,” Eala 
said.”But for someone who grew up in the Philip-
pines... I trained with my mother and my grandfather 
every day after school with ruffled socks and chubby 
cheeks... so this is everything.”

CRICKET

Maiden ton for Udara as Sri Lanka pile 
on the runs in 2nd Test

NORTH SOUND, Antigua and Barbuda (AFP) — La-
hiru Udara made the most of an unexpected opportu-
nity, stroking a magnificent 188 in leading Sri Lanka 
to 338 for five at the close of the first day of the second 
and final Test against the West Indies at the Sir Vivian 
Richards Stadium in Antigua on Friday. West Indies 
hit back with the wickets of Udara and captain 
Dhananjaya de Silva in the final half-hour, Jayden 
Seales claiming his 100th Test wicket when he re-
moved captain de Silva to a catch at second slip 
off the second new ball. Getting his chance at the 
top of the order only because of a wrist injury 
sustained by Pathum Nissanka, Udara launched 
into the Caribbean bowlers from the outset and 
sustained the assault for most of the day in an en-
tertaining innings which occupied 248 balls high-
lighted by five sixes and 21 fours.

AT A GLANCE
Jordan concludes Round 1 FIBA 
World Cup qualifiers on Sunday
By Aline Bannayan

AMMAN — Jordan plays 
Iraq and Syria takes on 
Iran on Sunday in its last 
Window 3, Round 1 Asian 
Group C qualifiers hosted 
in Amman for the 2027 
FIBA World Cup.

The Kingdom’s squad is 
expected to repeat its win 
over Iraq which has yet 
to win a match. Jordan’s 
winning streak ended 
ahead of the weekend 
when it lost 67-49 to Iran 
in a match dominated by 
the guest team from the 
start, leading 29-22 at 
halftime and further wid-
ening the gap in quarter 3 
in which Iran led 23-8.

With three teams from 
each group advancing to 
Round 2, Jordan joined 
Iran and Syria for the 
next round where 12 
teams will be divided into 
two groups, with the top 
three in each group ad-
vancing to the World Cup 
alongside the best fourth-
placed team.

A total of 80 national 
squads from the four 
FIBA regions are playing 
World Cup qualifiers in 
six windows from No-
vember 2025 to March 
2027 following which five 
teams from Africa, seven 
from the Americas, seven 
from Asia and 12 from 
Europe will advance to 
the 2027 World Cup in 
Doha, Qatar which is a di-
rect qualifier for seven na-
tional teams to the 2028 
Olympic Games.

So far in Asian quali-
fiers, Group A: Australia, 
New Zealand, Philip-
pines have advanced 

with Guam out; Group B: 
Japan, lead with South 
Korea, Chinese Taipei and 
China tied in standings, 
Group D: Lebanon, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar have ad-
vanced with India out.

Jordan’s national 
squad regrouped very late 
with former coach Wisam 
Sous recalled to oversee 
the team for the upcom-
ing matches. So far, Jor-
dan beat Iraq 108-59, Iran 
73-60 and Syria twice 100-
48 and 74-59. Iran beat 
Syria 72-68 and overcame 
Iraq twice 86-71 and 94-
68. Syria beat Iraq 78-70 
and 91-81.

At 41stth in FIBA rank-
ings and 8th in Asia, Jor-
dan hopes to makes it to 
its third consecutive and 
fourth overall World Cup 
after first qualifying in 
2010. Led by naturalized 
pro Jalen Harris and vet-
eran Ahmad Duweiri, the 
team lacks a solid bench 
relying on Abdullah Ola-
juwon, Freddie Ibrahim, 
Ahmad Hamarsheh and 
Amin Abu Hawas. After 
powering Jordan into its 
second U19 World Cup 
since 1995, Saif Al-Deen 
Saleh made a promis-
ing debut. Jordan hopes 
younger additions to the 
squad might be the key 
turning point for a future 
competitive team, includ-
ing players who excelled 
in the league like Adham 
Dajani, who did not make 
it on the lineup this round.

At the 31st FIBA Asia 
Cup 2025, Jordan’s squad 
failed to keep up the na-
tion’s impressive record 
and the squad ended up 
11th among 16 compet-

ing nations after previ-
ously reaching the medals 
podium twice. So far, the 
squad has played at the 
FIBA Asia Cup 17th times, 
with their best position 
runner-up in 2011, 3rd in 
2009 and 4th in 2022.

In 2023, Jordan was 
Asian Games silver me-
dalist, after qualifying to 
the FIBA World Cup in 
2010, 2019 and 2023.

Group C

Team		   P	     W	           L                   SF	                  SA                 PTS

Iran		  5	     4	         1	          379              329               9

Jordan		  5	     4	         1	          404	              293	     9

Syria		  5	     2	         3	          344	              397	     7

Iraq		  5	     0	         5	          349	              457	     4

JBF Photo

Abdullah Olajuwon, one of key players on Jordan’s lineup as Round 1 ends on Sunday 

One stitch at a time: Artist’s 
mission to recreate the Bayeux Tapestry
WISBECH, United King-
dom (AFP) — Ten years 
ago England-based artist 
Mia Hansson embarked 
on a painstaking project 
that continues to this 
day: Creating a replica of 
the 70-metre long Bayeux 
Tapestry.

At her home in Wisbech, 
in the eastern county 
of Cambridgeshire, the 
Swedish-born Hansson 
carefully embroiders each 
intricate scene from the 
11th century artwork that 
depicts the 1066 Norman 
conquest of England.

The textile artist re-
called how she started 
the elaborate storytell-
ing cloth on 13 July 2016 
knowing that she could 
stop any time, which 
meant the endeavour did 
not feel daunting.

“Then when you get, 
you know, that far, but 
you can’t stop because I 
would be stupid. And then 
when you get even further, 
I thought actually now I 
really can’t stop,” she told 
AFP.

Sitting on the floor of 
a community hall, her 
legs crossed, Hansson ex-
plains how first she draws 
the instantly recognisable 
images, and then stitches 
over them, matching the 
colours to the original as 
best she can.

The cloth is made of 
100 per cent linen while 
the embroidery comprises 

100 per cent wool.
“I still only do one bit at 

a time,” Hansson said of 
her methodical process.

Hansson insists that 
she embarked on the chal-
lenge for its craftmanship, 
not because she had any 
special interest in William 
the Conqueror or the Bat-
tle of Hastings.

“I hate history with a 
passion,” she told AFP.

“So I did this only from 
the handicraft point of 
view. I’ve learned the his-
tory against my will, be-
cause you work with these 

images so intimately that 
you kind of have to learn. 
But I soak it up, I haven’t 
read anything.”

Hansson has seen the 
original tapestry and 
hopes to view it again 
when it goes on show in 
the UK for the first time 
later this year after a deli-
cate process of transport-
ing it from France.

For Hansson, her 
lengthy labour of love has 
become a form of therapy 
that helps her to relax and 
stay in the present.

“If I feel stressed or any-

thing, if I get this out, I’ll 
just sit down and I’m in 
the zone, basically,” she 
explained.

The former teacher’s in-
itial aim was to complete 
the work in a decade.

“I did some calculations 
and I thought if I work five 
hours every single day, I 
will come in dead on 10 
years,” she said.

Life got in the way, 
however.

“But then we got a 
puppy and then we re-
modelled the house. And 
then we travelled and now 

we have another puppy. 
So everything has taken 
longer,” said Hansson.

But she is not far off 
track and aims to finish it 
on July 13, 2027 — which 
would be exactly 11 years 
since she started.

“That would be per-
fect,” said Hansson, add-
ing she was “proud” of her 
achievements so far.

“I can still stop if I want 
to. But then I would be 
known as the woman who 
didn’t finish the Bayeux 
Tapestry. That would kill 
me.”

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan 
has begun installing 
hundreds of cameras in 
its northern mountains 
as part of a nationwide 
survey of the bear popu-
lation following a surge 
in maulings, an official 
told AFP on Thursday.

Bears have killed at 
least five people since 
April 1, all in the north-
ern region of Tohoku, 
after a record 13 fatal 
attacks across the coun-
try in the last fiscal year, 
according to the environ-
ment ministry.

The animals have 
grown in numbers in re-
cent years, a trend scien-
tists attribute in part to a 
declining number of peo-
ple living in rural areas.

Residents in Tohoku 
live in constant fear, with 
national media provid-
ing daily coverage of 
bear sightings at shop-
ping arcades, parks and 
schools.

To draw up an effec-
tive response, authorities 
plan to use more than 800 
cameras to monitor the 
animals, initially target-
ing six major bear popu-
lations in Tohoku before 
expanding the survey 
across the country over 
the next four years, envi-
ronment ministry official 
Yu Takahashi told AFP.

Jars of honey mixed 
with wine placed at about 
human-head height are 
meant to attract the 
bears. The cameras will 
then capture each ani-
mal’s unique white chest 
marks as it stands on 

its hind legs to sniff the 
sweet tonic. “Until now, 
local governments sur-
veyed bear populations 
in their jurisdictions at 
various times and using 
various methods,” Taka-
hashi said.

“Our plan is to conduct 
a more accurate survey 
by focusing on popula-
tion groups,” he said.

Meanwhile, a man was 
arrested on Thursday for 
obstruction of business, 
police spokesman Kenji 
Goto told AFP, after he 
had accidentally set off 
anti-bear spray in a post 
office in Nagoya city.

Five people needed 
hospital treatment after 
the incident on Wednes-
day, reports and officials 
said.

The 22-year-old Viet-
namese national, identi-
fied by police as Huynh 
Nhat Duy, apologised 
and told officers he had 
discharged the repellant 
unintentionally, accord-
ing to media reports.

In recent months 
there has been a jump in 
sightings after the bears 
emerged from hiberna-
tion and more bears have 
been straying into urban 
areas.

This week, authorities 
said they were investi-
gating a possible sixth 
fatality after a man’s 
body with bite marks 
was found in a moun-
tainous area in Tohoku.

Authorities recom-
mend people avoid going 
alone into the mountains 
— which make up some 
80 per cent of Japan — 
and to attach a bell to 
their bags and carry bear 
sprays.

These aerosols, sold in 
outdoor activity stores, 
contain capsaicin — the 
chemical component in 
spicy chili peppers — 
and cause a burning and 
irritating sensation.

Bears are also en-
croaching increasingly 
into towns and cities in 
Japan.

Japan deploys bear cameras
in mountains as attacks surge
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Mia Hansson stands over a large replica of the Bayeux Tapestry, which has been recreated step by step by the former teacher, at 
a hall in Wisbech, eastern England, on Wednesday

AFP Photo 

City officials and a police officer carry a bear dummy during 
an emergency response drill for bear and other wildlife intru-
sions, in Isehara, Kanagawa Prefecture on Friday
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