
Jordan, Qatar send relief assistance 
to earthquake-stricken Venezuela
AMMAN (JT) — Under 
Royal directives, Jordan 
on Thursday dispatched 
relief, medical and food 
assistance to Venezue-
la, in cooperation with 
Qatar, to support those 
affected by the double 
earthquake that struck 
several areas of the 
country.

A Qatari C-17 aircraft 
departed from Amman 
for Caracas carrying 26 
tonnes of specialised 
medical supplies for 
treating injuries, medi-
cal consumables, basic 
food items and relief 
parcels to meet the ur-
gent needs of affected 
families, according to 
a statement by the Jor-
dan Armed Forces-Arab 
Army.

The shipment also 
included equipment 
for the Jordanian In-
ternational Search and 
Rescue Team, affiliated 
with the Public Security 
Directorate, which be-
gan search, rescue and 
relief operations in Ven-
ezuela earlier this week.

A second Qatari air-
craft is scheduled to de-
part Amman on Friday 
carrying a similar ship-
ment of medical, relief 
and food assistance.

The aid is intended 

to strengthen the ca-
pacity of the relevant 
authorities to respond 

to the earthquake's af-
termath, support the 
health sector and pro-

vide essential supplies 
to affected communi-
ties, helping ease hu-

manitarian suffering.
The assistance is part 

of Jordan's ongoing 
humanitarian efforts 
under the directives of 
His Majesty King Ab-
dullah, reflecting the 
Kingdom's longstand-
ing commitment to sup-
porting countries and 
communities affected 
by natural disasters 
and humanitarian cri-
ses through the provi-
sion of relief and emer-
gency assistance, the 
statement said. 

Tens of thousands of 
people urgently need 
food and shelter in Ven-
ezuela due to the dev-
astation from two huge 
earthquakes that killed 
more than 1,700 and 
injured 5,000, the UN 
said on Tuesday, as doc-
tors warned of potential 
outbreaks of disease.

Last week's 7.2 and 
7.5 magnitude quakes 
— the strongest to hit 
the country in more 
than a century — have 
left tens of thousands 
unaccounted for and 
prompted a frantic 
search and rescue op-
eration for survivors 
trapped in the rubble of 
flattened buildings.

Continued on page 5

Hope fades, hunger grows a week after Venezuela quakes
LA GUAIRA, Venezuela 
(AFP) — Hope of finding 
more survivors faded 
on Wednesday as Ven-
ezuela marked a week 
since twin earthquakes 
killed almost 2,300 peo-
ple, while many who 
lived through the dis-
aster were running des-
perately short on food.

As the death toll 
mounted, Venezuela's 
interim president Del-
cy Rodriguez declared 
seven days of mourn-
ing, saying the coun-
try's "soul is torn apart 
by the human losses".

Tens of thousands of 
people remain unac-
counted for.

The majority of col-
lapsed buildings in 
the hardest-hit city of 

La Guaira, just north 
of Caracas, have been 
marked with the letter 

"D" for "deceased" — 
a sign they had been 
searched with no signs 

of life found.
"Time isn't wasted 

in a place where there 

is no expectation of re-
covering people alive," 
said Javier Rodes, 
the coordinator of a 
Spanish rescue team 
whose sniffer dog 
Nala searched in vain 
through the rubble for 
traces of life.

There have been mir-
acle survivors, such as 
a three-year-old boy 
found alive Tuesday, six 
days after Venezuela's 
most powerful quake in 
over a century.

But experts say 
trapped victims are un-
likely to survive more 
than 72 hours.

"No one is coming out 
of here, alive or dead," 
said Jose Rafael, stand-
ing among the ruins 
where his son is miss-

ing in the town of Cara-
balleda in La Guaira 
state.

Elsewhere a group of 
residents was left frus-
trated after an Ameri-
can rescuer informed 
them there were "no 
signs of life" from an-
other heap of rubble.

Many had believed 
they would find their 
relatives alive after 
hearing sounds from 
within the debris.

Venezuela's National 
Assembly President 
Jorge Rodriguez said 
Wednesday that deaths 
had risen to 2,295, and 
more than 11,000 peo-
ple were injured.

He said almost 
13,000 people had been 
left homeless.

A fight 
for food 

The United Nations es-
timates 50,000 people 
are missing.

The two powerful 
quakes, measuring 7.2 
and 7.5, shattered en-
tire neighbourhoods 
in oil-rich Venezuela, 
which has suffered 
decades of economic 
crisis that devastated 
infrastructure and 
health services.

The country is in a 
fragile transition six 
months after the Unit-
ed States ousted leader 
Nicolas Maduro, and 
lives under constant 
pressure from Wash-
ington for access to 
Venezuela's oil and oth-

er natural resources.
The US has around 

2,000 personnel assist-
ing in the response, 
General Francis Do-
novan, the head of US 
Southern Command, 
told journalists on 
Wednesday.

International rescue 
teams arrived from 
around the globe to dig 
out survivors, while lo-
cals are furious at the 
absence of the state in 
the aftermath of the 
disaster.

With daily life in ru-
ins, the focus is now 
shifting to survival. 
Many are homeless and 
food and water are be-
coming scarce.

Continued on page 5

DOHA (AFP) — US and 
Iran negotiators made 
"positive progress" dur-
ing indirect talks in 
Doha, with the next 
round expected after 
the late Iranian supreme 
leader's funeral, Qatar's 
foreign ministry spokes-
man said.

"Qatar & Pakistan me-
diators concluded sepa-
rate meetings with the 
US & Iranian negotiators 
in Doha today, with posi-
tive progress made on is-
sues related to the Islam-
abad Memorandum of 
Understanding, building 
on the outcomes of the 
Lake Lucerne Summit," 
Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Majed Al Ansari 
said Wednesday on X.

"The parties agreed 
to continue discussions 
over the coming period, 
with the next meet-
ing to be scheduled at 
the earliest possible 
time following the fu-
neral processions of the 

former Iranian Supreme 
Leader."

Iran and the United 
States concluded a round 
of indirect talks in Doha, 

mediators said on Thurs-
day, as efforts continued 
to advance negotiations 
and lower tensions fol-
lowing recent exchanges 

of fire.
In June, Washington 

and Tehran agreed a 
Memorandum of Un-
derstanding, brokered 

by Qatar and Pakistan, 
which included a 60-day 
ceasefire pausing the 
war that broke out with 
US-Israeli strikes in late 
February, as well as the 
reopening of the block-
aded Strait of Hormuz.

US President Don-
ald Trump hailed the 
progress of indirect 
talks between the United 
States and Iran in Qatar, 
as the sides aimed to 
push forward negotia-
tions and quell tensions 
following exchanges of 
fire.

Iran’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Kazem Gharib-
abadi, who led Tehran’s 
delegation, later said the 
talks had concluded and 
that the sides had agreed 
to establish a commu-
nication channel by 
Thursday to report and 
record violations of their 
initial Memorandum of 
Understanding.

Continued on page 5

PARIS, France (AFP) 
— Hundreds of people 
besieged supermarkets 
in and around Paris on 
Thursday, with scuffles 
and shouting matches 
breaking out as resi-
dents scrambled to get 
their hands on bar-

gain air-cooling units 
before the next heat-
wave hits the French 
capital.

With few air condi-
tioners on sale else-
where for less than 
1,200 euros ($1,400), 
police were called to 

at least two stores as 
huge crowds descend-
ed on Lidl supermar-
kets trying to get their 
hands on basic models 
on sale for as low as 
179 euros.

Continued on page 5

'Positive progress' in US-Iran indirect 
talks in Doha — Qatar spokesman
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This photo shows a wildfire raging near houses in Pouzols-Minervois, south-western of France, 
on Thursday

 AFP photo

An Osprey aircraft overflies a quake-hit area in Caraballeda, La Guaira State, Venezuela on 
Sunday, following twin earthquakes
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Under Royal directives, Jordan on Thursday dispatches relief, medical and food assistance to 
Venezuela, in cooperation with Qatar, to support those affected by the double earthquake that 
struck several areas of the country

Syrian top diplomat reassures 
Lebanese leaders on Beirut visit
BEIRUT, Lebanon (AFP) 
— Syrian Foreign Min-
ister Asaad Al Shaibani 
told Lebanon's presi-
dent on Thursday that 
Damascus had no in-
tention of intervening 
militarily in his coun-
try, despite US pressure 
to do so, according to 
the Lebanese presiden-
cy.

Shaibani, who also in-

vited President Joseph 
Aoun to Syria, is visit-
ing Beirut, where he 
met parliament speaker 
Nabih Berri, a Hizbollah 
ally, for the first time.

US President Donald 
Trump has repeatedly 
said that Syria could 
"take care of Hizbol-
lah", criticising Israel's 
strategy in its war with 
the Iran-backed mili-

tant group.
But Syrian Presi-

dent Ahmed Al Sharaa, 
who came to power in 
December 2024 after 
leading a coalition that 
toppled longtime ruler 
Bashar Assad, has stat-
ed that he has no inten-
tion of intervening or 
reopening old wounds.

Continued on page 5
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This handout photo released by the Lebanese Presidency press office shows Lebanon's 
President Joseph Aoun (right) meeting with Syria's Foreign Minister Asaad Al Shaibani at the 
presidential palace in Baabda on Thursday

 AFP photo

US and Iran negotiators made 'positive progress' during indirect talks in Doha, Qatar's foreign 
ministry spokesman said
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AMMAN (JT) — Climate 
change, particularly 
drought, has escalated 
from an environmental 
challenge into a strate-
gic national issue direct-
ly tied to Jordan's water 
security, food security, 
and socio-economic sta-
bility, Minister of Agri-
culture Saeb Khreisat 
said on Thursday.

Speaking at the open-
ing workshop of a Ja-
pan-backed initiative 
titled "From Scarcity to 
Sustainability: Building 
Adaptive Interventions 
to Address Drought in 
Agriculture — Climate 
Adaptation and Enhanc-
ing Jordan's Drought 
Resilience", Khreisat 
noted that Jordan is ac-
tively countering these 
impacts by shifting 
from crisis management 
to a proactive, integrat-
ed national approach 
focused on long-term 
drought risk mitigation.

He noted that the 
government continues 
to expand its water re-
source infrastructure, 
with the Kingdom's 
rainwater harvesting 
facilities now totalling 
570 structures with a 
capacity of 95 million 
cubic metres, the Jor-
dan News Agency, Petra, 
reported. 

Khreisat said that 
the ministry has im-
plemented 300 of these 
projects, securing 36 
million cubic metres 
of storage, while addi-
tionally funding 3,683 
household harvesting 
wells to support rural 
communities.

Jordan is scaling up 
the safe utilisation of 
treated wastewater, re-
cycling some 200 mil-
lion cubic metres an-
nually in compliance 
with rigorous national 
standards to alleviate 
pressure on freshwater 
reserves.

Khreisat said that the 
ministry is enhancing 
agricultural productiv-

ity and water-use ef-
ficiency by expanding 
modern and smart irri-
gation systems, digital 
transformation, remote 
sensing technologies, 
artificial intelligence 
and geographic infor-
mation systems. 

Agricultural invest-
ments, he added, are 
also being directed to-
wards water basins 
with sustainable extrac-
tion rates to optimise 
water use, maximise 
economic returns and 
preserve groundwater 
reserves.

To bolster sector pre-
paredness, the ministry 
is implementing cli-
mate-smart agriculture 
programmes, expanding 
hydroponics and pro-
tected agriculture, and 
introducing drought-
tolerant crop varieties, 
he added. 

These efforts are rein-
forced by early warning 
systems, agricultural 
research, plant genetic 
preservation via the Na-

tional Centre for Agri-
cultural Research’s seed 
bank, a comprehensive 
national agricultural 
map, and the activation 
of the Agricultural Risk 
Management Fund.

Khreisat said that the 
ministry is implement-
ing sustainable range-
land management pro-
grammes covering more 
than 80 million dunums. 

He added that the ini-
tiatives include develop-
ing rangeland reserves, 
rehabilitating vegeta-
tion cover and establish-
ing water sources for 
pastoral communities, 
contributing to efforts to 
combat desertification, 
enhance biodiversity 
and support sustainable 
livestock production.

Climate projections 
indicate that tempera-
tures could increase by 
between 1.7 and 3.2 ºC 
by 2100, accompanied 
by a roughly 15 per cent 
decline in rainfall, more 
frequent droughts and 
increasingly severe ex-

treme weather events, 
including flash floods 
and heat waves exceed-
ing 42-44 ºC in some ar-
eas, the minister said.

He stressed that 
drought-related chal-
lenges extend beyond 
national borders, calling 
for stronger internation-
al cooperation, greater 
knowledge and technol-
ogy exchange, expanded 
climate financing, in-
creased investment in 
scientific research and 
innovation, and strong-
er partnerships among 
governments, interna-
tional organisations, the 
private sector and local 
communities to build 
more resilient and sus-
tainable agricultural 
and food systems.

He said that the launch 
of the project comes at a 
critical time as climate 
challenges intensify glo-
bally and regionally, de-
scribing the initiative as 
a platform for boosting 
international coopera-
tion, exchanging exper-

tise and developing evi-
dence-based policies to 
support a more resilient 
agricultural sector and 
enhance water and food 
security.

The project seeks to 
promote climate-smart 
agricultural practices in 
drought-affected com-
munities in northern 
Jordan. 

Its activities include 
distributing agricul-
tural inputs, estab-
lishing demonstration 
sites for climate-smart 
practices, and enhanc-
ing institutional capac-
ity in drought prepared-
ness and water resource 
management.

Khreisat expressed 
gratitude to Japan for 
funding these climate 
adaptation projects, re-
iterating Jordan’s com-
mitment to sustainable 
resource management 
and converting environ-
mental challenges into 
economic opportunities 
aligned with national 
development visions.

Agriculture minister highlights Jordan’s drive 
to boost drought resilience, water security
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The King Talal Dam in Jerash Governorate in the Tal Rumman Heights area, 50 kilometres north of Amman
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Jordan on Thursday launches the implementation phase of a European Union-funded project 
to support social and economic recovery and promote sustainable local development by 
improving the archaeological site of Machaerus

AMMAN (JT) — Jordan 
on Thursday launched 
the implementation 
phase of a European 
Union-funded project 
to support social and 
economic recovery 
and promote sustain-
able local develop-
ment by improving the 
archaeological site of 
Machaerus.

The project is fi-
nanced by the EU and 
implemented by the 
Italian Agency for De-
velopment Cooperation 
(AICS) in Amman, in 
partnership with the 
Department of Antiqui-
ties (DoA) and the Uni-
versity of Perugia, the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported.

Minister of Tour-
ism and Antiquities 
Imad Hijazin, EU Am-
bassador to Jordan 
P i e r r e - C h r i s t o p h e 
Chatzisavas, Italian 
Ambassador to Jor-
dan Luciano Pezzotti, 
and Apostolic Nuncio 
to Jordan Archbishop 
Giovanni Pietro Dal 
Toso attended the 
launch ceremony.

Swedish Ambassa-
dor to Jordan Maria 

Sargren, Hungarian 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Péter Jakab, UNESCO 
Representative to Jor-
dan Noha Bawazir, DoA 
Director-General Fawzi 
Abudanah, and repre-
sentatives of partner 
institutions and the lo-
cal community also at-
tended the event.

Speaking at the 
launch ceremony, Hi-
jazin said that the 
Machaerus develop-
ment project marks an 
"important" step to en-
hance the site's posi-
tion on the global reli-
gious tourism map.

He said that the 
project's success de-
pends not only on up-
grading the archaeo-
logical site but also 
on engaging the local 
community as a “key” 
partner in protecting 
and managing the site 
while benefiting from 
the development op-
portunities it creates.

He expressed appre-
ciation to the EU, AICS, 
the Italian embassy, 
UNESCO and other 
partners for supporting 
a project that contrib-
utes to preserving Jor-

dan's cultural heritage 
and advancing sustain-
able local development.

Chatzisavas said that 
the project has moved 
from the planning 
stage to implementa-
tion following exten-
sive preparation and 
coordination among 
partners.

He said that work 
will focus on conserv-
ing the archaeological 
site, carrying out resto-
ration work related to 
the site's caves, and in-
volving the local com-
munity to ensure the 
project delivers direct 
development benefits 
to residents.

Pezzotti said that 
the initiative reflects 
the "close" partnership 
between Jordan, Italy 
and the European Un-
ion, highlighting Mach-
aerus' exceptional his-
torical and religious 
significance.

He said that the 
project will help boost 
the site's status as a 
"leading" religious and 
cultural tourism desti-
nation while preserv-
ing its heritage for fu-
ture generations.

Jordan launches EU-funded project to 
develop Machaerus archaeological site

AMMAN (JT) — The 
National Cyber Secu-
rity Centre (NCSC) on 
Thursday celebrated 
the graduation o f the 
11th cohort from the 
Nashama Al Cyber 
Bootcamp.

The bootcamp is one 
of the “most” promi-
nent national pro-
grammes designed to 
qualify cybersecurity 
alumni to enter the job 
market by providing 
the technical and prac-
tical skills that meet 
the sector’s needs, the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported. 

The camp is organ-
ised as part of NCSC’s 
efforts to build nation-
al capabilities and en-
hance the readiness of 
young talent by provid-
ing a "comprehensive" 
training programme 
that combines tech-

nical know-how with 
practice.

This effort would 

contribute to devel-
oping qualified staff 
to keep pace with the 

rapid developments in 
the cybersecurity field.

On the course ac-

tivities, the cohort has 
graduated after an 
intensive four-month 
programme, which 
provided participants 
with 440 training 
hours, within a specif-
ic model, focusing on 
developing technical 
skills and building per-
sonal and professional 
capabilities, which 
would enhance gradu-
ates' readiness for the 
professional world.

On its goals, the camp 
provides a "unique" op-
portunity for benefi-
ciaries to launch their 
careers and secure the 
necessary skills to join 
the labour market.

This initiative also 
aligns with the centre’s 
mission to develop na-
tional talent to protect 
Jordan's cyberspace 
and support the digital 
transformation.

AMMAN (JT) — The 
Ministry of Industry, 
Trade and Supply has 
signed an agreement 
with the King Abdullah 
II Centre for Excellence 
(KACE) to launch and 
implement the first edi-
tion of the Inspection 
Unit Excellence Award 
for 2026.

The agreement, signed 
by Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Supply Yarub 
Qudah and KACE Ex-
ecutive Director Wedad 
Qteishat, aims to cre-
ate healthy competition 
among regulatory bod-
ies, promote modern in-
spection practices based 
on the best standards, 

and improve the effi-
ciency and quality of 
oversight operations.

It also aims to en-
hance resource man-
agement and raise the 
performance level of 

inspection teams, ulti-
mately enhancing public 
confidence in regulatory 
systems and service de-
livery, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported.

Under the agreement, 
KACE will take charge of 
the technical framework 
of the award, including 
developing and approv-
ing evaluation criteria, 
preparing participation 
tools, training asses-
sors and overseeing all 
stages of assessment in 
line with principles of 
integrity, transparency, 
and neutrality. 

The evaluation proc-
ess will include desk 
reviews, field assess-

ments, arbitration stag-
es, and final reporting.

The ministry will sup-
port implementation 
by coordinating with 
participating entities, 
promoting the award, 
organising capacity-
building and training 
programmes, and over-
seeing the closing cer-
emony where winners 
will be announced.

Both sides said that 
the initiative is part of 
national efforts to ad-
vance the inspection 
system across economic 
activities, embed a cul-
ture of institutional ex-
cellence, and encourage 
continuous improve-

ment and adoption 
of international best 
practices in a bid to en-
hance government serv-
ice quality and improve 
the overall business 
environment.

The award’s first edi-
tion includes two main 
categories. The first in-
cludes ministries, insti-
tutions, and regulatory 
bodies covering 10 enti-
ties with 24 inspection 
units, while the second 
covers 13 municipalities, 
ensuring broad partici-
pation and promoting 
a culture of excellence 
across entities involved 
in inspection and regu-
latory work.

Jerash festival to host 213 
activities in over 15 locations
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Executive Director of the Jerash Festival for Culture and Arts Yazan Khudair says that 213 
Jordanian, Arab, and international events will be held in more than 15 locations within the 
ancient city of Jerash

AMMAN (JT) — Ex-
ecutive Director of 
the Jerash Festival for 
Culture and Arts Yazan 
Khudair said that 213 
Jordanian, Arab, and 
international events 
will be held in more 
than 15 locations with-
in the ancient city of 
Jerash.

Khudair’s announce-
ment came during a 
meeting chaired by 
Jerash Governor Malek 
Khreisat on Thursday 
to review the key fea-
tures of the festival’s 
new edition and the 
final preparations for 
its inauguration, the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported.

He also said that 
activities will also be 
held at Hippodrome 
Theatre, which is a 
“significant” addition 
to the festival that will 
host diverse cultural 
and folkloric perform-
ances, as well as a 
market for local crafts 

and products.
The Jerash Festival 

for Culture and Arts 
will ignite the torch of 
its 40th edition on July 
22, under the slogan “A 
Legacy That Endures… 
Generations Unite”.

The festival will wel-
come visitors from 
July 23, unveiling a 
renewed experience 
that celebrates four 
decades of culture, 
creativity and artistic 
excellence.

The discussions also 
addressed the level of 
organisational, service 
and logistical readi-
ness to ensure the 
event’s success to ben-
efit Jordan.

Khreisat said that 
the festival serves as a 
“cultural and national 
platform reflecting 
Jordan’s identity and 
heritage”. 

He highlighted the 
importance of inte-
grated efforts at the 
official level to com-

plete all preparations, 
in accordance with the 
“highest” organisation-
al standards to provide 
a “comprehensive” en-
vironment that guar-
antees visitor comfort 
and the appropriate 
climate to hold events.

Talks during the 
meeting also addressed 
the progress of organi-
sational and logistical 
preparations, includ-
ing the readiness of 
event venues, the de-
velopment of entranc-
es, the completion of 
service facilities and 
the implementation of 
an electronic ticketing 
system.

These measures aim 
to facilitate visitor 
flow and enhance the 
quality of services, 
ensuring the festival’s 
launch on schedule 
and reinforcing its 
position as one of the 
most prominent cul-
tural festivals in the 
region.

NCSC graduates 11th cybersecurity 
cohort to meet labour market needs

Industry Ministry, KACE launch 
first excellence award for inspection units
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The National Cyber Security Centre on Thursday celebrates the graduation o f the 11th cohort 
from the Nashama Al Cyber Bootcamp

The ministry 

will support 

implementation 

by coordinating 

with 

participating 

entities



AT A GLANCE
Foreign Ministry coordinates 
return of 3 Jordanians killed 
in accident in Saudi Arabia

AMMAN (JT) — The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Expatriates said on Thursday that it was fol-
lowing up on two separate traffic accidents involv-
ing Jordanian citizens in Saudi Arabia through its 
Operations and Consular Affairs Directorate. Min-
istry spokesperson Ambassador Fouad Majali said 
that the two accidents claimed the lives of three 
Jordanian citizens, according to a ministry state-
ment. Majali said the ministry, through the Jor-
danian Embassy in Riyadh, is coordinating with 
the Saudi authorities to provide the necessary as-
sistance and complete procedures for repatriating 
the victims' bodies to the Kingdom, in accordance 
with their families' wishes. The spokesperson ex-
tended his deepest condolences and sympathy to 
the families of the victims.

Royal Decree transfers ambassador 
Ghassan Majali to Foreign Ministry

AMMAN (JT) — A Royal Decree issued on Thurs-
day approved a Cabinet decision transferring Am-
bassador Ghassan Majali from Jordan’s embassy 
in Israel to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Expatriates, effective July 15, 2026, according to a 
Royal Court statement.
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AMMAN (JT) — A Jor-
danian high ministerial 
delegation on Thursday 
held talks with Iraqi 
Prime Minister Ali Zaidi 
in Baghdad on ways to 
enhance bilateral rela-
tions and expand coop-
eration across various 
economic and invest-
ment sectors.

The delegation, 
headed by Minister of 
Industry, Trade and 
Supply Yarub Qudah, 
included Minister 
of Energy and Min-
eral Resources Saleh 
Kharabsheh, Minis-
ter of Transport Nidal 
Qatamin and Minister 
of Investment Tariq 
Abu Ghazaleh.

The talks focused on 
a range of areas of mu-
tual interest, most no-
tably the Basra–Aqaba 
oil pipeline project, 
cooperation in energy 
and electricity, facili-
tating trade and com-
mercial exchange, and 
strengthening part-
nerships between the 
private sectors and 
business communities 
in both countries, ac-
cording to Al Mamlaka 
TV.

Both sides stressed 
the depth of histori-
cal and fraternal rela-

tions between Jordan 
and Iraq, reaffirming 
their commitment to 
advancing cooperation 
in a way that serves 
shared interests. 

They also under-
scored the importance 
of accelerating joint 
projects and deepen-
ing economic and in-
vestment ties amid 
regional challenges to 
support stability and 

development.
Zaidi said that Jor-

dan represents a key 
strategic depth for 
Iraq, expressing Bagh-
dad’s keenness to fur-
ther expand bilateral 
relations and increase 
trade and investment 
flows across various 
sectors.

He added that Iraq is 
committed to advanc-
ing cooperation with 

Jordan in line with its 
economic reform agen-
da and efforts to im-
prove the investment 
climate.

Qudah reiterated 
Jordan’s commit-
ment to strengthen-
ing cooperation with 
Iraq, praising Iraq’s 
progress in economic 
reform, investment 
environment improve-
ments and anti-cor-

ruption efforts, which 
he said help reinforce 
bilateral partnership.

He also conveyed an 
official invitation from 
Prime Minister Jafar 
Hassan to his Iraqi 
counterpart to visit 
Jordan.

In a separate meet-
ing, Minister of Trans-
port Nidal Qatamin 
held talks in Baghdad 
with his Iraqi counter-

part Razzaq Muhaibis 
Al Saadawi on enhanc-
ing cooperation in the 
transport sector.

The two ministers 
stressed the impor-
tance of maintaining 
direct coordination be-
tween relevant author-
ities in both countries 
and working to remove 
obstacles hindering 
the transport sector, in 
order to facilitate trade 
flows and strengthen 
regional connectivity, 
particularly through 
the Development Road 
project.

They also discussed 
cooperation in land, 
maritime and rail 
transport, as well as 
exchanging expertise 
in maritime training 
and logistics.

Saadawi highlighted 
Iraq’s strategic role as 
a regional transit hub, 
noting ongoing efforts 
to enhance infrastruc-
ture and expand in-
ternational transport 
linkages.

The meeting also 
addressed ways to fa-
cilitate the movement 
of goods and passen-
gers and strengthen 
logistical integration 
between Jordan and 
Iraq.

Ministerial delegation meets Iraqi PM to 
discuss boosting trade, energy cooperation
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A Jordanian high ministerial delegation on Thursday holds talks with Iraqi Prime Minister Ali Zaidi in Baghdad

By Ahmad Kahatatneh

AMMAN — Minister of 
Digital Economy and 
Entrepreneurship Sami 
Smeirat, in the pres-
ence of Indian Ambas-
sador to Jordan Manish 
Chauhan, on Thursday 
inaugurated Zoho Cor-
poration's first office in 
Jordan.

The company said 
that opening the office 
aimed to strengthen its 
presence in the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) region and en-
hance local support for 
customers of Zoho and 
ManageEngine.

Smeirat said the open-
ing of Zoho’s office re-
flects growing confi-
dence in Jordan’s talent 
base and digital infra-
structure, noting that it 
aligns with the National 
Digital Transforma-
tion Strategy 2026–2028 
aimed at attracting 
high-value technology 
investment.

Zoho Middle East and 
Africa CEO Hyther Ni-
zam said the expansion 
reflects the company’s 
long-term commitment 
to the region, which has 

become one of its fastest-
growing markets glo-
bally, recording a 41 per 
cent compound annual 
growth rate over the past 
five years.

He said that the Am-
man office will serve as a 
regional base to support 
customers across Ara-
bic-speaking markets, 
adding that Jordan was 
selected due to its skilled 
talent pool and strategic 
location.

Nizam said that Zoho 

currently serves around 
2,500 customers in Jor-
dan and has hired 30 em-
ployees for its local op-
erations, including 24 for 
Zoho and six for Mana-
geEngine, with nearly all 
recruited locally.

He added that Zoho 
continues to expand its 
offerings in Jordan, in-
cluding Arabic-language 
support and electronic 
invoicing integration.

Founded nearly three 
decades ago, Zoho pro-

vides more than 60 
cloud-based business 
applications covering 
customer relationship 
management, finance, 
human resources, col-
laboration, analytics and 
software development.

The company said it 
also supports 55-plus 
applications under its 
Zoho One suite and 
serves more than 150 
million users globally.

ManageEngine Vice 
President for Revenue 

Operations Nirmal 
Manoharan said Jordan 
has become an impor-
tant market for the com-
pany, which has enabled 
more than 500 busi-
nesses in the Kingdom to 
transform their IT opera-
tions in 2025, with annu-
al growth of 30 per cent.

He said that the new 
office will enable faster 
and more direct support 
for enterprise customers 
in Jordan and the wider 
region, particularly in 
managing complex dig-
ital infrastructure.

Manoharan added 
that the company has 
partnered with Jorda-
nian universities to sup-
port training and intern-
ship programmes aimed 
at building local digital 
skills.

Founded in 1996, Zoho 
Corporation is a private-
ly-held global technol-
ogy company, which has 
offices in more than 30 
locations worldwide.

The company also 
owns and operates 20 
data centres across the 
world, ensuring com-
plete oversight of cus-
tomer data, privacy and 
security.

Zoho establishes first Jordan 
office to serve regional markets
Company says Amman office will support MENA operations, 
create local jobs, strengthen customer services
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Minister of Digital Economy and Entrepreneurship Sami Smeirat on Thursday inaugurates 
Zoho Corporation's first office in Jordan 
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Jaber border crossing

AMMAN (JT) — The 
Jordan Customs De-
partment (JCD) an-
nounced on Thursday 
that it foiled attempts 
to smuggle nearly 
6 million Captagon 
pills and seized 2 kil-
ogrammes of crystal 
meth during the first 
half of 2026 at the 
Jaber border crossing.

The  JCD also said 
it confiscated 19,000 
cartons of smuggled 
cigarettes, along with 
11,000 bottles of vape 
liquid and electronic 
cigarettes, with legal 
action taken against 
those involved, ac-

cording to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra.

The department said 
the seizures reflect 
ongoing efforts to pro-
tect society, safeguard 
the national economy 
and strengthen border 
security.

The operations co-
incided with a signifi-
cant increase in cross-
border traffic through 
the Jaber crossing, 
one of Jordan's busi-
est land border points.

In June alone, cus-
toms personnel proc-
essed more than 
60,000 vehicles and 
buses of various na-

tionalities while main-
taining smooth traffic 
flow and carrying out 
inspection procedures 
efficiently, the state-
ment said.

The JCD said that 
the results underscore 
the high level of pre-
paredness and opera-
tional efficiency of its 
personnel, noting that 
close coordination 
with security agencies 
has enabled authori-
ties to facilitate the 
movement of travel-
lers and trade while 
maintaining effective 
border protection and 
national security.

JCD seizes nearly 6m Captagon pills, 
crystal meth at Jaber Border in H1 2026

AMMAN (JT) — The 
Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources on 
Thursday announced 
the preliminary award 
of a tender for a project 
to evaluate Jordan’s 
phosphate reserves, in 
accordance with the 
specifications and con-
ditions outlined in the 
tender documents.

The ministry said 
that companies and 
institutions wishing 
to appeal the techni-
cal evaluation results 
have five working days 
from the date of the an-
nouncement to submit 
their objections to the 
ministry’s specialised 
tenders department, in 
line with the approved 
procedures.

According to the an-
nouncement, the ten-
der was awarded to a 

joint venture compris-
ing Rukun Al Takhteet 
Company and Min-
eral Expertise Bureau 
(MinXperts) for a to-
tal value of JD250,000 
(around $352,500).

The ministry last 
year reissued the na-
tional and interna-
tional tender to review 
and evaluate Jordan’s 
phosphate resources 
as part of government 

efforts to upgrade the 
Kingdom’s geological 
database and strength-
en the management and 
investment of its natu-
ral resources.

The initiative is in-

tended to enhance the 
assessment of phos-
phate, one of Jordan’s 
most strategic mineral 
resources and a key 
contributor to the na-
tional economy.

Under the tender, 
the selected consor-
tium will carry out a 
comprehensive review 
and evaluation of all 
available data related 
to Jordan’s phosphate 
deposits, including geo-
logical, geophysical, ge-
ochemical and previous 
exploration records.

The project also aims 
to establish an updated 
and integrated knowl-
edge base to support 
decision-making, im-
prove resource man-
agement, and facilitate 
future investment and 
development in Jor-
dan’s mining sector.

Energy Ministry awards tender 
to evaluate Jordan’s phosphate reserves
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Production sites of the Jordan Phosphate Mines Company (JPMC) in Al Shediyeh

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN — The Court 
of Cassation has up-
held a November 2024 
State Security Court 
(SSC) ruling, sentenc-
ing a drug dealer to five 
years in prison after 
convicting him of pos-
sessing a large quan-
tity of illegal narcotics 
in February 2023.

The court declared 
the defendant guilty of 
obtaining illegal nar-
cotics (hashish) with 
the intent of selling the 
drugs to an undercover 
agent on February 15.

The SSC handed the 
defendant five years in 
prison for the offence of 
possessing illegal nar-
cotics and ordered him 
to pay JD5,000 in fines.

Court documents 
said the Anti-Narcot-
ics Department (AND) 

learnt the defendant 
was in possession of il-
legal narcotics and sent 
one of its agents to pose 
as a buyer.

“The AND agent got 
in touch with the de-
fendant and asked him 
for 12 Captagon pills in 
return for JD16,” court 
documents said.

When the two met, 
AND agents immediate-
ly arrested the suspect, 
court papers added.

Upon searching the 
defendant, court pa-
pers said, AND person-
nel found a mobile that 
was “used in the drug 
deal between the de-
fendant and the AND 
officers". 

The defendant con-
tested the SSC’s rul-
ing through his lawyer, 
who argued that the 
court had “irregulari-
ties in the investigation 

procedures”.
Meanwhile, the SSC 

prosecution office 
asked the higher court 
to uphold the sentence 
and the fine imposed on 
the defendant.

The higher court 
maintained that the 
SSC had followed the 
proper procedures in 
issuing the sentences 
against the defendant.

“It was clear to the 
court that the defend-
ant confessed willingly 
to possessing the ille-
gitimate drugs with the 
intent of selling the ille-
gal narcotics in the lo-
cal market,” the higher 
court said.

The Court of Cas-
sation judges were 
Yassin Abdullat, Nayef 
Samarat, Hammad Gh-
zawi, Mohammad Kha-
shashneh and Qassem 
Dughmi.

Cassation Court upholds 5-year 
sentence for drug dealer 



WASHINGTON, Unit-
ed States (AFP) — The 
United States has de-
clined to renew a North 
American trade pact 
with Canada and Mex-
ico in its current state, 
the US trade envoy said 
on Thursday, meaning 
the deal will now be re-
viewed annually.

The move is likely 
to fuel uncertainty for 
businesses, given the 
deep integration across 
North American supply 
chains in sectors like 
automobiles.

But the US-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (US-
MCA) remains in force 
for another 10 years 
even if not extended by 
the deadline.

The free trade pact 
will instead be subject 
to annual reviews, un-
less a country decides 
to withdraw entirely.

"The United States 
did not agree to re-
new the USMCA in its 
current form. As a re-
sult, the USMCA is not 
renewed," US Trade 
Representative Jamie-
son Greer said in a 
statement.

"The United States 
will continue to en-
gage with Mexico and 
Canada to address the 
agreement's shortcom-
ings and our trade def-
icits with these coun-
tries," he added.

A senior US official 
told reporters that US 
trade gaps were a key 
concern, alongside 
market access oppor-
tunities. The official 
flagged tensions in ar-
eas like dairy and corn.

Mexico's economy 
secretary, Marcelo 
Ebrard, confirmed the 
impasse but said there 
were no insurmount-
able differences to 
resolve.

He noted that Wash-
ington's pending com-
plaints over the agree-
ment have dropped 
from 54 in 2025 to 14.

On Wednesday, the 
USTR held a virtual 
meeting with Ebrard 
and Ottawa's minis-
ter in charge of Cana-
da-US trade, Dominic 
LeBlanc.

The Trump adminis-
tration's decision not 
to extend the pact was 
widely expected.

President Donald 
Trump said in June 
that he was not "look-
ing to renew" the agree-
ment despite signing 
and praising it in his 
first term.

Canada and Mexico 
had both called for a 
16-year renewal of the 
USMCA.

With the deal subject 
to rolling negotiations 
instead of a longer 
term extension, talks 
could last for months 
or years over every-
thing from tariffs to 
trade rules governing 
specific sectors.

Ticking clock 

Despite a 10-year 
countdown to the 
deal's expiration, the 
senior US official said 
countries need not 
wait a decade to con-
clude their agreement.

"I think we need to 
come to a conclusion 
quickly, if possible," 
the official added.

Analysts say the de-
velopment does not 
change day-to-day 
trade between the 
countries for now.

But KPMG senior 
economist Benjamin 
Shoesmith told AFP: 
"This definitely will 
have a large impact on 
investor sentiment, not 

just in the US but in-
vesting into Mexico in 
particular."

Mexico has benefit-
ted from businesses 
seeking to benefit from 
North American supply 
chains.

Shoesmith expects 
the auto sector to be 
top-of-mind in ne-
gotiations, alongside 
energy.

Still, analysts expect 
the USMCA to survive, 
with goods and serv-
ices trade within North 
America amounting 
to nearly $2 trillion in 
2024.

Even as Trump un-
leashed tariffs on trad-
ing partners last year, 
he made critical ex-
emptions for USMCA 
products.

American Automo-
tive Policy Council 
President Matt Blunt 
stressed that "North 
American economic in-
tegration enables enor-
mous competitive ben-
efits for the region".

But Brian Bryant of 
the International Asso-
ciation of Machinists 
and Aerospace Workers 
union urged for tough-
er labor standards, 
alongside "measures 
that discourage corpo-
rations from moving 
jobs out of the United 
States and Canada 
in pursuit of cheaper 
labour".

Underscoring other 
concerns, the Alliance 
for American Manufac-
turing called for "ro-
bust rules of origin" as 
a roadblock to Beijing's 
access to the US auto 
market.

The United States 
and Mexico have held 
two rounds of bilat-
eral trade talks, with a 
third due in the week 
of July 20.
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Russian launches ‘massive’ 
drone, missile attack on Kyiv 
KYIV, Ukraine (AFP) — 
Russian missile and 
drone strikes rocked 
Kyiv early Thursday, af-
ter President Volodymyr 
Zelensky warned that 
Moscow was preparing 
a “massive attack”.

Russia’s defence 
ministry confirmed 
on Thursday it had 
launched a “mas-
sive strike” on Kyiv 
“in response to the 
Kyiv regime’s terror-
ist attacks on civilian 
infrastructure”.

The attack came af-
ter Ukraine’s air force 
warned that ballistic 
missiles were headed 
towards the capital and 
Zelensky cut short a vis-
it to Dublin on Wednes-
day, citing intelligence 
reports of an impending 
Russian strike.

AFP journalists in 
central and eastern 
Kyiv heard more than 
a dozen explosions and 
saw residents — some 
with children and pets 
— rushing to shelter in 
metro stations.

The strikes killed nine 
people and wounded 
34, the State Emergency 
Service of Ukraine said.

Head of the city’s mil-
itary administration Ty-
mur Tkachenko decried 
the deliberate targeting 
of civilians and residen-
tial areas.

Five districts of the 
wider Kyiv region were 
struck in the attack, 
according to region-
al governor Mykola 
Kalashnyk.

“During the night, 
the enemy once again 
launched a massive at-
tack on the Kyiv region 
using strike drones, 
ballistic missiles and 

cruise missiles,” Kalash-
nyk said on Telegram.

He said emergency 
crews were battling 
fires at warehouses and 
a house in the Bucha 
district.

Hours earlier, an AFP 
reporter witnessed an 
explosion in central 
Kyiv during an air-
raid alert, followed by 
a cloud of smoke and 
flames. Firefighters and 
ambulances were at the 
scene.

A second blast erupt-
ed around 50 minutes 
later near the initial im-
pact site, sending debris 
into the air.

Zelensky said earlier 
on Wednesday that he 
was rushing home from 

a visit to Dublin due 
to intelligence reports 
that Russia was about 
to launch a massive 
attack.

“I urge our people to 
be especially careful, 
to protect themselves, 
their children, and, of 
course, their families; 
to use shelters and 
heed air raid alerts in 
Ukraine — this is very 
important,” he told a 
news conference.

He said Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin 
“has been preparing this 
massive strike against 
Ukraine for some time 
now”.

Ukraine has also 
stepped up long-range 
drone attacks inside 

Russia in recent weeks, 
targeting energy infra-
structure and military 
targets.

Russian officials 
have reported repeated 
strikes in border re-
gions, while Moscow 
has said its air defences 
had intercepted hun-
dreds of drones from 
Ukraine in recent days.

Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine has caused 
more than 2 million mil-
itary casualties, with 
Moscow’s forces bear-
ing the brunt of the loss-
es, according to a study 
published Wednesday 
by US think tank Centre 
for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies (CSIS).

US efforts to broker 

an end to the conflict 
have so far failed.

“Russia’s head is com-
pletely refusing to end 
the war,” Zelensky said 
on Wednesday in a post 
on X.

“And although 
through all possible 
official and unofficial 
channels — including 
through people close 
to him — we have con-
veyed that the war can 
and must be ended and 
that we in Ukraine are 
ready for meetings and 
meaningful negotia-
tions, he sees only fur-
ther aggression against 
Ukraine and against 
other neighbours and 
Europe as a whole,” he 
added.
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Smoke rises over the city following a Russian air attack on Kyiv on Thursday, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine

US refuses to extend North 
America trade pact in current form

MADRID (AFP) — Al-
most 1.2 million un-
documented migrants 
have sought legal sta-
tus in Spain under a 
scheme that has defied 
a growing European 
crackdown on irregu-
lar immigration, ac-
cording to final figures 
released on Thursday.

The government of 
Socialist Prime Min-
ister Pedro Sanchez, 
a standard bearer of 
more open immigra-
tion policies, launched 
the vast plan in April 
while European neigh-
bours toughen meas-
ures in response to 
pressure from ascend-
ant far-right parties.

A total of 1,174,978 
applications were 
submitted between 
mid-April and June 
30 when the window 
closed, with more than 
600,000 already being 
processed, secretary 
of state for migration 
Pilar Cancela told a 
press conference in 
Madrid.

Latin America ac-
counted for 67 per cent 
of the submissions, 
with Colombia alone 
representing 25.9 per 
cent of the total. Afri-
can nationalities fol-
lowed with 22.9 per 
cent.

After Colombia, 
the most represented 
countries were Mo-
rocco at 13.3 percent, 
Venezuela with 11.8 
per cent and Peru at 
8.8 per cent.

An overwhelming 
majority of applicants 
were young, with eight 
out of 10 younger than 
45 years old, while 57 
per cent of the total 
were males against 43 
percent for females.

The application to-
tal does not necessar-
ily indicate how many 

people will normalise 
their situation, with 
initial predictions 
forecasting the regu-
larisation of 500,000.

Applicants must 
prove they have a 
clean criminal record 
and spent at least five 
consecutive months in 
Spain before January 
1.

The authorities have 
three months to proc-
ess their paperwork 
and decide whether to 
issue a work and resi-
dence permit only val-
id in Spain.

Sanchez has touted 
the benefits of immi-
gration and the vast 
regularisation scheme 
for sectors such as 
construction that 
need to boost their 
workforce.

Spanish business 
leaders have welcomed 
the move, but the con-
servative and far-right 
opposition are furious 
about a policy they say 
will encourage more 
irregular immigration.

Almost 1.2 m apply 
for Spain's migrant 
regularisation
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government of 

Socialist Prime 

Minister Pedro 

Sanchez, a 
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immigration 
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Where do US, Iran talks stand 
after Doha negotiations: What we know
DOHA (AFP) — Iran and 
the United States con-
cluded a round of indirect 
talks in Doha, mediators 
said on Thursday, as ef-
forts continued to ad-
vance negotiations and 
lower tensions following 
recent exchanges of fire.

In June, Washington 
and Tehran agreed a 
memorandum of under-
standing, brokered by Qa-
tar and Pakistan, which 
included a 60-day cease-
fire pausing the war that 
broke out with US-Israeli 
strikes in late February, 
as well as the reopening 
of the blockaded Strait of 
Hormuz.

But the 14-point deal 
also set a timeline for talks 
to permanently end the 
war and settle issues like 
arrangements for Hor-
muz, reconstruction fund-
ing for Iran and the future 
of the Islamic republic’s 
nuclear programme.

Here is what we know 
about the latest round of 
discussions:

What was agreed 

Following the foes’ in-
direct discussions in 
Doha on Wednesday, US 
President Donald Trump 
as well as mediators Qa-
tar and Pakistan offered 
signs that diplomacy 
was holding.

“Qatari and Pakistani 

mediators concluded sep-
arate meetings with the 
US and Iranian negotia-
tors in Doha [Wednesday], 
with positive progress 
made,” the two mediating 
nations said in a state-
ment on Thursday.

At the talks’ conclusion, 
Iran’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Kazem Ghariba-
badi, who led Tehran’s 
delegation, said an agree-
ment had been reached to 
establish a communica-
tions channel by Thurs-
day to report and record 
alleged violations of the 

memorandum.
Gharibabadi said dis-

cussions also covered 
frozen Iranian assets, 
whose release Tehran has 
demanded as part of any 
settlement.

He said officials re-
viewed the use of part 
of an initial $6 billion 
and agreed that goods 
needed by Iran would 
be purchased and made 
available.

Trump told reporters 
Wednesday before board-
ing Air Force One: “As far 
as things are going, the 

denuclearisation of Iran 
is moving along well.”

A source familiar with 
the matter told AFP on 
condition of anonymity 
that indirect negotiations 
in Doha had focused more 
specifically on arrange-
ments for the Strait of 
Hormuz, with the nuclear 
issue slated for deeper 
discussion in later rounds 
of talks.

What comes next 

The next indirect US-
Iran talks will come after 

the late Iranian supreme 
leader’s funeral.

Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei was killed aged 86 at 
his compound in the cen-
tre of the Iranian capital 
on February 28, the first 
day of the war. Power 
was swiftly passed to his 
son Mojtaba.

Ali Khamenei’s pub-
lic funeral will begin on 
Saturday, with his body 
lying in state at the co-
lossal complex in central 
Tehran that hosts major 
Friday prayers, official 
ceremonies and religious 
gatherings.

Qatar and Pakistan 
said in statements that 
the sides agreed to keep 
talking, “with the next 
meeting to be set at the 
earliest possible time 
following the funeral 
processions”.

His burial will take 
place on July 9 at the 
shrine of Imam Reza in 
the north-eastern city of 
Mashhad, his birthplace.

Movements 
on the ground 

Since the signing of the 
US-Iran deal in June, 
both sides have traded 
sporadic fire in the Gulf.

Tehran’s enforcement 
of its claim to the Strait 
of Hormuz has sparked 
repeated flare-ups.

The latest came when 

US Central Command 
said over the weekend 
that it had attacked 10 
Iranian military targets 
over “continued Iranian 
aggression against com-
mercial shipping”.

Iran said it retaliated 
with strikes against US 
bases in Kuwait and 
Bahrain, which both 
condemned Tehran.

However, the exchang-
es of fire appear to have 
calmed in the days lead-
ing up to the talks in 
Qatar.

On the Lebanon front, 
fighting between Is-
rael and Hizbollah has 
been relatively quiet, 
though the National 
News Agency reported 
a strike in the country’s 
southern city of Na-
batieh on Wednesday 
evening, without men-
tioning any victims.

Lebanon is still wait-
ing for Israel to start 
withdrawing from 
“pilot zones” where 
the Lebanese army 
would deploy, as per 
a framework agree-
ment between the two 
countries.

Tehran has insisted 
any deal should include 
an end to the parallel 
conflict and a with-
drawal of Israeli troops 
from southern Lebanon, 
part of which they have 
occupied.
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Commuters drive past giant billboards bearing photo of Iran’s late supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei ahead of his funeral, in Tehran on Thursday

Panama to build a maximum-security prison for gang leaders
PANAMA CITY (AFP) — 
Panamanian President 
Jose Raul Mulino said on 
Wednesday he is order-
ing the construction of a 
maximum-security pris-
on for gang leaders fol-
lowing a prisoner escape 
and a nationwide surge 
in violence.

Numerous Latin 
American countries have 
sought to replicate the 
prison-building model 

of Salvadoran Presi-
dent Nayib Bukele, who 
is waging a nationwide 
campaign against street 
gangs in which some 
92,000 people have been 
locked up since 2022.

Without mentioning 
Bukele’s policies, Mulino 
said he will toughen 
prison rules to prevent 
inmates from continuing 
to run gangs from behind 
bars. He blamed such 

gangs for drug traffick-
ing and most killings in 
Panama.

“We are going to con-
struct a maximum- secu-
rity prison and toughen 
the penitentiary rules 
for those who commit 
crimes inside prison,” 
Mulino said in a speech 
to Congress.

“We will implement a 
plan with greater effort... 
totally isolating the lead-

ers of [criminal] gangs,” 
he added without giving 
details of the plan.

Mulino announced the 
measures amid outrage 
after a 10-year-old girl 
was killed when assail-
ants attacked her father, 
and after almost 200 pris-
oners escaped from the 
La Joyita prison outside 
Panama City last month. 
Most were recaptured.

“I would rather they ac-

cuse me of overpopulat-
ing prisons if that means 
gangsters will not keep 
extorting, killing, robbing 
and pushing drugs in the 
streets of our country,” 
Mulino said.

Ecuador and Costa 
Rica are currently build-
ing prisons in the model 
of the El Salvador’s noto-
rious Center for Terror-
ism Confinement.

There, prisoners are 

subjected to strict rules 
and NGOs denounce 
widespread human 
rights violations, includ-
ing torture and sexual 
violence.

Prisoners will “no long-
er be guests in prisons 
that look more like re-
sorts”, Mulino said.

“I support the policy of 
human rights, but always 
those of the victims first,” 
he added.



More than 400 dead in DRC’s 
spreading Ebola outbreak
KINSHASA (AFP) — An 
Ebola outbreak in the 
Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo (DRC) 
has killed more than 
400 people and is still 
spreading, with a first 
case reported in the 
major city of Kisangani 
nearly 600 kilometres 
from its epicentre.

The highly infectious 
disease has claimed 438 
lives among the 1,406 
people confirmed infected 
— a fatality rate of just 
over 31 per cent — since 
the outbreak was de-
clared on May 15, the Na-
tional Institute of Public 
Health (INSP) said in its 
latest report published on 
Thursday.

The centre of the out-
break — whose true scale 
remains difficult to as-
sess — was in the north-
eastern Ituri province, 
where more than 83 per 
cent of the deaths have 
occurred.

The province borders 
South Sudan and Ugan-
da, which has reported 
20 cases including two 
deaths.

The virus has also 
spread to the nearby 
provinces of North Kivu 
and South Kivu.

A case has also recently 
been reported in Kisan-
gani, a north-eastern city 
of 1.5 million residents 
and the capital of Tshopo 
province.

A test on the body of 
a 24-year-old pregnant 
woman was positive for 
Ebola, the INSP said.

“The deceased’s body 
was secretly transported 
by motorcycle to Kisanga-
ni” from the health zone of 
Nia Nia in Ituri, the health 
authorities said.

The body of a deceased 
Ebola victim remains 
highly infectious and in 
many cases the virus has 
been transmitted during 
burial rites.

“Epidemics do not 
recognise borders,” said 
the DRC President Felix 
Tshisekedi on Thursday 
at a press conference in 
Kinshasa following an 
official visit by his South 
African counterpart Cyril 
Ramaphosa.

However, Ramaphosa 
called on the world to 
“not lock out the DRC” 
by imposing travel bans, 
expressing optimism 
towards containing the 
outbreak.

‘On the run’ 

In Haut-Uele province, 
which is next to Ituri, a 
death and a case of infec-
tion were also reported 
at the start of the week.

Health authorities 
said the infected person 
was “on the run” from the 
Nia Nia health zone.

Nevertheless, health 
authorities continue to 
say that only three prov-
inces in total are affected 
by the virus, as they say 
that the cases in Tshopo 
and Haut-Uele were “im-
ported” from Ituri.

Several contact cas-
es have however been 
identified in the two 
provinces.

Ebola, which spreads 
through contact with 
bodily fluids, has killed 
more than 15,000 people 
in Africa over the past 50 
years.

The current Ebola cri-
sis is the 17th to hit the 
DRC, whose most deadly 
outbreak killed nearly 
2,300 people between 
2018 and 2020.

The Bundibugyo strain 
of the Ebola virus is be-
hind the current out-
break and no vaccine or 

specific treatment exists.
A trial of potential 

Ebola treatments — the 
monoclonal antibody 
MBP134 and the an-
tiviral drug remdesi-
vir — has begun, the 
World Health Organisa-
tion said on Thursday, 
but could take months 
to produce definitive 
answers.

Still, at Thursday’s 
press conference, South 
Africa’s Ramaphosa 
said he had “hope that 
we should be able, as we 
work very hard, to even 
have a vaccine for this 
variant of Ebola by the 
end of this year”.

Health centre set on fire 

Health and aid work-
ers battling the viral 
haemorrhagic fever in 
Ituri face deep mis-

trust among the local 
population.

Some locals deny the 
existence of the disease, 
while others accuse in-
ternational organisa-
tions of trying to make a 
profit.

On Wednesday, an Eb-
ola health centre man-
aged by local health au-
thorities was set on fire 
in the health zone of Nia 
Nia, local sources told 
AFP.

Seven suspected cas-
es, who were in isolation 
at the centre, fled and 
have not been found so 
far, Joseph Pemanakue, 
the area’s chief medical 
officer, said.

Two bodies of people 
who likely died of the 
virus were also at the 
centre.

Before their sanitary 
burial “a group of young 
people opposed it and 
tried to retrieve the bod-
ies, believing that these 
people had not died of 
Ebola and considering 
that this disease is a 
‘business’”, Pemanakue 
said.

The police intervened 
with warning shots, but 
the protesters set the 
place on fire.

A police officer died 
after being attacked by 
the protesters and two 
young people were seri-
ously injured, according 
to Matadi Muyapandi, 
police administrator for 
the area.

The young people 
managed to retrieve the 
two bodies. “This is a 
major risk of spreading,” 
the chief medical officer 
said.

It adds to the chal-
lenges facing the health 
response.

Health facilities in Itu-
ri still lack equipment 
and basic supplies such 
as protective kits and 
chlorine.

French scramble to find air conditioners before next heatwave
Continued from page 1

Mousa Traore, who 
had been waiting for 
more than an hour 
along with some 200 
other customers at a 
small Lidl store, said 
he had been told there 
were only two units on 
sale.

“But then the police 
came and we were told 
there were none. The 
police officers took 
them I think,” he said 
laughing.

Lasana, a man who 
did not give his second 
name, told AFP he had 
secured one of the two 
air conditioners af-
ter queueing for seven 
hours from 04:00 in a 
northern Paris neigh-
bourhood where badly 
insulated high-rise 
buildings bake in the 
summer heat.

Weather services are 

forecasting another 
round of hot weather 
this weekend, after 
record high tempera-
tures in late June that 
led to excess deaths, 
overwhelmed hospitals 
and closed schools.

‘Misleading 
advertising’ 

Fatou, a 69-year-old 
grandmother, was less 
fortunate.

She waited six hours 
in line where she per-
formed her morning 
prayers, before leaving 
with only a fan, despite 
being third in line.

Few homes and 
schools in France have 
air conditioning.

A recent study es-
timated that one in 
two homes is “inad-
equately equipped” to 
cope with high tem-
peratures, turning into 

a “thermal cauldron” 
during increasingly 
frequent heatwaves 
that scientists say are 
linked to human-in-
duced climate change.

Many outside the 
store in the capital’s 
19th district were fu-
rious at the way they 
were treated.

Fatou and several 
others accused Lidl of 
“misleading advertis-
ing” knowing so many 
people desperately 
need the units.

The crowd at the 
store was mostly good-
humoured, but some 
disputes broke out as 
people tried to jump 
the queue.

“I am not opening the 
store unless you leave,” 
a manager shouted, as 
customers harangued 
her, with another mem-
ber of staff telling AFP 
only two air condition-

ers had been delivered.
He refused to say if 

they had already been 
sold.

‘It’s madness’ 

Hundreds more de-
scended on a super-
market in Sevran, with 
cars queueing for the 
store blocking the cen-
tre of the poor northern 
suburb.

It was much the same 
story in the nearby sub-
urb of Livry-Gargan.

“I give up, it’s mad-
ness,” one local called 
Lolo told AFP.

“I abandoned my car 
several streets away 
to get there on foot 
but there is already a 
huge queue of people 
in the car park. It’s 
impossible.”

The rush for cooling 
units comes despite 
longstanding scepti-

cism towards air con-
ditioning in France, 
with eight in 10 people 
viewing it as environ-
mentally unfriend-
ly, according to one 
survey.

But attitudes appear 
to be shifting as tem-
peratures climb, with 
cooling units flying off 
shelves.

In the midst of 
the heatwave on June 
22, hypermarket op-
erator Carrefour had  
sold 30,000 units by 
6:30pm — “a thousand 
times more than on 
a normal day”, CEO  
Alexandre Bompard 
said.

The share of French 
households equipped 
with air conditioning 
rose from 18 per cent 
in 2023 to 24 per cent 
in 2025, according to 
the state environment 
agency Ademe.
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Hope fades, hunger grows a 
week after Venezuela quakes

Continued from page 1

“They give out supplies 
here, but sometimes peo-
ple nearly kill each other 
for food... It’s like a cock-
fight,” Daniela Armas, 18, 
a vendor in La Guaira, 
said after waiting to get 
food at an emergency 
shelter.

There has been wide-
spread theft and looting 
and on Wednesday four 
police officers were ar-
rested after being caught 
by residents stealing val-
uables from the rubble.

“The situation is quite 
critical,” said Lia Poggio, 
head of mission in Ven-
ezuela for the Interna-
tional Organisation for 
Migration.

Queues for aid are 
growing longer by the 
day, with many surviving 

on the goodwill of vol-
unteers and donations 
from fellow citizens.

“Here, we were re-
ceiving nothing until 
last night when they 
started bringing water,” 
said 56-year-old Fatima 
Berroteran, who has 
been sleeping with her 
family in a parking lot 
since their home in a 
high-rise complex in La 
Guaira collapsed.

“I feel guilty about 
eating, because every 
time I eat I think there’s 
someone who has noth-
ing to eat,” said Ays-
mar Lopez, a young 
woman bringing home-
cooked meals to several 
shelters.

The World Food Pro-
gramme on Tuesday ap-
pealed for $50 million 
to feed some 500,000 

people for three months 
in Venezuela.

Risk of disease 

Fears of disease out-
breaks were also rising.

World Health Or-
ganisation spokesman 
Christian Lindmeier 
said health services in 
Venezuela were under 
“extreme pressure”.

“There’s an increased 
risk now of outbreaks 
of vaccine-preventable 
diseases” such as mea-
sles and diphtheria, due 
to low pre-earthquake 
vaccination coverage, he 
said.

The quakes likely 
damaged or destroyed 
58,870 buildings, ac-
cording to a preliminary 
assessment of satellite 
data published by NASA.

‘Positive progress’ in US-Iran indirect 
talks in Doha — Qatar spokesman

Jordan, Qatar send relief assistance 
to earthquake-stricken Venezuela

Syrian top diplomat reassures 
Lebanese leaders on Beirut visit

Continued from page 1

Iran had insisted 
there would be no direct 
negotiations in Doha on 
the deal, which aims to 
end the war that began 
with US-Israeli strikes 

on Iran in late February.
The Qatar discussions, 

held at a lower level and 
focused on implement-
ing the memorandum, 
were meant to “build on 
the progress made at the 
Lake Lucerne Summit”, 

a diplomat told AFP on 
condition of anonymity.

The discussions also 
covered frozen Ira-
nian assets, whose re-
lease Tehran has de-
manded as part of any  
settlement.

Continued from page 1

The UN refugee agen-
cy said “food shortages 
are widespread, basic 
services have broken 
down, and connectiv-
ity has been largely sev-
ered” in the port city of 
La Guaira, north of the 
capital, Caracas.

“Community tensions 
are rising as access 

to assistance remains 
constrained,” UNHCR 
spokesperson Carlotta 
Wolf said.

The agency said it 
needed some $14.85 mil-
lion to scale-up protec-
tion, core relief items 
and temporary shelter 
for 30,000 earthquake-
affected people over six 
months.

The quakes likely 

damaged or destroyed 
58,870 buildings, ac-
cording to a preliminary 
assessment of satellite 
data published by NASA.

World Health Or-
ganisation spokesman 
Christian Lindmeier 
said health services in 
Venezuela were over-
stretched and under “ex-
treme pressure” due to 
demand.

Continued from page 1

Shaibani told Aoun 
he wanted “to clear up 
the confusion sparked 
by reports of a poten-
tial Syrian military in-
tervention in Lebanon”, 
adding that “Syria had 
no intention of under-
taking such a move”, 
the presidency said in a 
statement.

Shaibani also extend-
ed to Aoun an invita-
tion from Sharaa to visit 
Syria, which would be a 
first.

After meeting Berri, 
Shaibani told report-
ers that he did not rule 
out the possibility of a 
meeting with Hizbollah 
in the future.

Shaibani had previ-
ously visited Lebanon 

in October — the first 
visit by a senior Syrian 
official since the Islam-
ist coalition took power 
in Damascus, opening 
a new chapter in rela-
tions between the two 
countries.

Lebanese Prime Min-
ister Nawaf Salam, for 
his part, travelled to 
Syria in May.

The new Syrian au-
thorities are hostile to 
Hizbollah, which was 
allied with Assad, and 
have announced arrests 
of alleged cells affili-
ated with the group.

Hizbollah denies hav-
ing any presence in 
Syria.

Since late 2024, Hiz-
bollah’s former Syr-
ian supply routes have 
been cut and Damascus 

authorities say several 
attempts to smuggle 
weapons to Lebanon 
have been foiled.

The Syrian army in-
tervened in Lebanon 
during its civil war in 
1976 and exercised tute-
lage over its neighbour 
for decades, where it 
was accused of numer-
ous assassinations.

Shaibani’s visit last 
year broke the deadlock 
over the issue of Syrian 
prisoners in Lebanon, a 
Damascus priority.

Around 2,000 Syrians, 
nearly a third of Leba-
non’s prison population, 
are held in the country’s 
overcrowded jails.

More than 250 prison-
ers were transferred to 
Syria following Shaiba-
ni’s first visit.

Albanian clashes as protest over Trump-linked resort boils over
TIRANA, Albania (AFP) 
— Violent clashes 
erupted between po-
lice and demonstrators 
outside Albania’s par-
liament on Thursday, 
as protests sparked by 
a resort development 
linked to US President 
Donald Trump’s family 
threatened to escalate.

Protests began in 
late May against the 
planned construction 
of a luxury hotel linked 
to Trump’s daughter 
Ivanka and her hus-
band Jared Kushner 
in a nature reserve in 
Zvernec, on Albania’s 
south-western coast.

For the second time 
this week, crowds 
gathered outside par-
liament to confront 
lawmakers and block 
entry to the building.

Lines of riot police 
pushed them back, 
leading to clashes and 

arrests, according to 
AFP journalists at the 
scene.

Police used tear gas, 
pepper spray and wa-
ter cannon to break up 

the crowd, and some 
protesters tried to 
push through lines of 

officers.
Nine officers were in-

jured by objects thrown 

by protesters, police 
said, but did not con-
firm arrest numbers.

Local media reported 
that as many as 20 had 
been detained.

People were also seen 
smashing the windows 
of an empty police car 
in a nearby street as 
the crowd was pushed 
away from area.

On Tuesday, six peo-

ple were arrested when 
demonstrators threw 
eggs at lawmakers’ 
cars.

The violence is a 
marked contrast to the 
overwhelmingly peace-
ful daily gatherings 
that have drawn thou-
sands to the streets 
since the movement 
began.

The planned resort 
was first unveiled in 
2024, but the latest 
wave of protests began 
after barbed-wire fenc-
ing and bulldozers ap-
peared on beaches in 
late May.

Opposition to the 
project has become a 
flashpoint for anger 
over perceived corrup-
tion, with protesters 
calling for Prime Min-
ister Edi Rama to step 
down over what they 
describe as a lack of 
transparency.

AFP photo
 

Protesters try to remove a metallic barricade as violent clashes erupted between police and demonstrators on the sidelines of a demonstration against a 
controversial luxury resort development linked to US president near a protected natural area, outside the parliament, in Tirana, on Thursday

Opposition 

to the project 

has become 

a flashpoint 

for anger over 

perceived 

corruption...
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The highly infectious disease has claimed 438 lives among the 1,406 people confirmed infected 
since May 15, the National Institute of Public Health said



By Lubna Hanna Ammari

At a civilisational turning 
point where digital trans-
formation is restructuring 

the ways in which cultural iden-
tity is formed, transmitted and 
continuously redefined, cultural 
festivals are no longer confined 
to physical stages and seasonal 
audiences. They are evolving 
into dynamic, multilayered plat-
forms that extend far beyond 
geographical boundaries. The 
Jerash Festival of Culture and 
Arts in Jordan stands as one 
of the most prominent cultural 
events in the region, and its role 
is increasingly being reshaped 
by digital technologies that re-
define how heritage is experi-
enced, shared and interpreted. 
In this context, the festival is not 
merely a celebration of perform-
ance and tradition; it becomes a 
living narrative of Jordan’s cul-
tural identity in a globalised, in-
terconnected world.

Since its establishment in 
1981 under royal patronage, the 
Jerash Festival has served as a 
cornerstone of Jordan’s cultural 
diplomacy, showcasing music, 
dance, poetry and theatrical 
performances in the ancient Ro-
man city of Jerash. According to 
official sources from the Jorda-
nian Ministry of Culture and the 

Jerash Festival official archives, 
the festival was designed to 
bridge Jordan’s rich historical 
heritage with contemporary ar-
tistic expression. Over the dec-
ades, it has hosted hundreds of 
Arab and international artists, 
transforming Jerash into a sym-
bolic space where heritage and 
modernity converge. This dual-
ity is precisely what makes the 
festival particularly relevant in 
the digital age, where narratives 
are constantly being reshaped 
by online engagement and glo-
bal media flows.

The rise of digital platforms 
has fundamentally altered how 
cultural events are consumed. 
Livestreaming, social media sto-
rytelling, virtual reality experi-
ences and digital archiving have 
expanded the reach of festivals 
like Jerash beyond physical at-
tendance. Audiences who can-
not travel to northern Jordan 
can now engage with perform-
ances in real time or through cu-
rated digital content. This shift 
not only democratises access 
to culture but also positions 
Jerash within a global cultural 
economy where visibility is in-
creasingly measured by digital 
presence. International media 
coverage and cultural databas-
es such as UNESCO’s cultural 
heritage frameworks further 

emphasise the importance of 
digitising cultural expressions 
to ensure their preservation and 
global accessibility.

More importantly, the digital 
transformation of the Jerash 
Festival contributes to reim-
agining Jordan’s national nar-
rative. Rather than presenting 
culture as static heritage, dig-
ital storytelling allows Jordan 
to project a more fluid and con-
temporary identity one that is 
rooted in history but actively 
participating in global cultural 
conversations. Through curat-
ed online campaigns, interac-
tive media and user-generated 
content, the festival becomes 
a platform where Jordanians 
and international audiences 
collectively participate in con-
structing meaning. This partici-
patory dimension aligns with 
broader theories in digital cul-
tural studies, which emphasise 
that identity in the digital age 
is co-created rather than simply 
transmitted.

At the same time, this transfor-
mation raises critical questions 
about authenticity and cultural 
preservation. While digital plat-
forms expand reach, they also 
risk simplifying or commodify-
ing cultural expressions. Schol-
ars in cultural policy, including 
research published by organisa-

tions such as UNESCO and the 
International Federation of Arts 
Councils and Culture Agencies, 
highlight the tension between 
accessibility and authenticity 
in digitally mediated cultural 
heritage. For the Jerash Festival, 
the challenge lies in balancing 
technological innovation with 
the preservation of its artistic 
and historical depth. The goal is 
not to replace the physical expe-
rience of Jerash but to comple-
ment it with digital layers that 
enhance understanding and en-
gagement.

Ultimately, the Jerash Festi-
val in the digital age represents 
more than an annual cultural 
event; it embodies a strategic 
opportunity for Jordan to rede-
fine its cultural narrative on the 
global stage. By embracing dig-
ital tools, the festival can tran-
scend its traditional boundaries 
and become a living archive of 
national identity, continuously 
evolving with each performance, 
post and digital interaction. In 
doing so, it reinforces Jordan’s 
position not only as a guardian 
of ancient heritage but also as 
an active participant in shaping 
the future of cultural expression 
in the digital era.

Lubna Hanna Ammari is a specialist in 
educational technology

Agence France-Presse

KYIV, Ukraine — Encrypted communications, wives 
and children in the dark, and spending only in cash, 
the Ukrainian soldiers behind brazen long-range 
drone strikes on Russia live their lives almost com-
pletely in the shadows.

The retaliatory attacks on Russian military sites 
and oil refineries they carry out have embarrassed 
President Vladimir Putin, who four years ago 
thought he could capture Kyiv in a matter of days.

The price they pay, though, is almost complete 
secrecy.

Denys, whose name has been changed, has been 
taking part in the strikes since 2025.

But his friends and even parents have no idea, 
thanks to the ultra-strict rules in his unit.

“Don’t draw attention to yourself, don’t brag. 
You’ll never be able to talk about what you’ve 
done, even after the war,” he told AFP in a rare in-
terview by a member of the top-secret team.

A former marine, he serves at Centre No. 1 of 
Ukraine’s drone forces.

His unit has carried out major attacks on Russia, 
including a June strike on a Moscow oil refinery 
that released thick black smoke over the Russian 
capital and on Saint Petersburg as a landmark in-
ternational conference opened there.

Kyiv calls the hits fair retribution for Moscow’s 
nightly barrages of its own cities and is targeting 
fuel depots and refineries on a weekly basis, try-
ing to cut off Moscow’s energy revenues.

The stakes, Denys said, mandate the secrecy.
“We are a very high-value and priority target for 

the enemy.”

‘Flight mode’

The names and ages of those in the unit are kept secret.
It is impossible to photograph or film them ex-

cept with their faces hidden.
AFP journalists had to follow strict security 

protocols to gain rare access to one of the launch 
sites used for the long-range attacks earlier this 
year.

“We ourselves understand how high the price 
can be for our loved ones and for us, that’s why the 
primary, conscious decision we make is to stay as 
much as possible in the shadows,” said a soldier 
at Centre No. 1 who went by Voron, the Ukrainian 
word for raven.

Russia will do “everything possible to hunt 
down at least one of these deep-strike groups”, he 
added.

He was once part of a unit that did the same for 
the Ukrainians, trying to find and target Russia’s 
long-range drone teams.

Before the invasion, he was a painter and mar-
tial arts trainer.

Married and with a child, he thinks his wife 
“suspects” what he does, but she “doesn’t ask 
questions”.

Even remote public association with his unit is 
banned.

On social media, Voron posts on the page of his 
former army unit and shares photos with its in-
signia, all to suggest he serves there.

“All my relatives and friends think I’m still in 
the special forces,” he told AFP.

“In daily life, you wouldn’t recognise us,” a GUR 
military intelligence officer who gave the call sign 
Wolf told AFP.

“We maintain discretion... to pass for ordinary 
people,” he added.

“People picture us as some kind of commando in 
camouflage, but in reality we go around in shirts 
and jeans,” said Voron.

While in public, there is no talk of missions and 
even words like “take-off” or “wing” are banned.

Everything is bought with cash, with care taken 
to mix up the ATMs they use for withdrawals.

They are even prohibited from joining petrol 
station loyalty programmes.

Lie detectors

The Ukrainian strikes have triggered a fuel crisis 
across much of Russia, but its impact on Moscow’s war 
chest is hard to assess.

Whether on mission or not, the drone team’s 
phones must be kept permanently in flight mode 
and only connected to a personal portable router, 
the three people AFP spoke to said.

For military communications, they have special 
encrypted phones and any device with geolocation 
is strictly forbidden.

Lie detectors are used if there are suspicions in-
formation has been leaked, or to test new recruits.

As Ukraine’s campaign ramps up, the team is in-
creasingly facing one significant constraint: not a 
lack of drones, but “hours in a day”, said Denys.

He hopes one day he can be behind a launch that 
hits the Kremlin, and dreams of the “total defeat 
of Russia”.

The long-range strikes, he said, are like “ice 
cracking under the Russians’ feet”.

“We are doing everything we can so that it gives 
way beneath them.”
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Jerash Festival in the digital age: 
Reimagining Jordan’s narrative

By Yusuf Mansur

In economics, not all num-
bers carry the same weight. 
A modest figure can convey 

a powerful message, while an 
impressive headline number 
may conceal a far less encour-
aging reality. That is why eco-
nomic growth should not be 
judged solely by how high it is, 
but by a more important ques-
tion: How was it achieved, and 
under what circumstances?

From this perspective, Jor-
dan’s real GDP growth of 2.9 per 
cent during the first quarter of 
2026 deserves particular atten-
tion. It was achieved under one 
of the most challenging region-
al environments in recent years.

While the region continued to 
grapple with the repercussions 
of the war in Gaza, persistent 
geopolitical tensions and dis-
ruptions to trade, transporta-
tion and tourism, the Jorda-
nian economy maintained its 
upward trajectory and recorded 
one of its strongest quarterly 
performances in recent years.

Looking back at first-quarter 
growth rates since 2010 makes 
this achievement even more sig-
nificant. Jordan has recorded a 
higher first-quarter growth rate 
only three times in 2012 (3 per 
cent), 2014 (3.2 per cent), and 
2023 (3.2 per cent), and each of 
those years reflected exception-
al circumstances rather than a 
sustained improvement in the 
underlying economy.

In 2012, the outbreak of the 
Syrian crisis triggered a mas-
sive influx of refugees into 
Jordan. The rapid increase in 
population stimulated demand 
for housing, consumer goods, 
public services and infrastruc-
ture, while international aid 
flows expanded significantly. 
Although this imposed consid-
erable fiscal and social pres-
sures on the Kingdom, it also 
generated an exceptional boost 
to domestic economic activity.

In 2014, economic growth was 
supported by an expansionary 
fiscal policy, accompanied by 
higher public expenditure and 
increased government borrow-
ing to finance energy-related 
challenges and the costs as-
sociated with hosting refu-
gees. While this fiscal stimulus 
helped sustain economic activ-
ity, it also contributed to a sig-
nificant rise in public debt.

The story was different in 
2023. Growth reflected the post-
pandemic recovery, driven by 
the strong rebound in tourism, 
the normalisation of interna-
tional travel and improving 
external demand for Jordanian 
exports. In other words, growth 
was largely the product of re-
covery from an extraordinary 
global shock.

The first quarter of 2026, 
however, tells a fundamentally 
different story. Growth was nei-
ther driven by an exceptional 
demographic shock nor by ex-

t r a o r d i -
nary fiscal 
expansion 
nor by re-
covery from 
a global 
health cri-
sis. Instead, 
it reflects 
a gradual 
strengthen-
ing of the 
real econ-
omy, led 
p r i m a r i l y 
by produc-
tive sectors 
despite an 

exceptionally volatile regional 
environment.

And that is where the real 
story begins. The most impor-
tant aspect of Jordan’s recent 
performance lies not merely 
in the growth rate itself, but 
in what drove that growth. Ag-
riculture expanded by 6.8 per 
cent, manufacturing by 5.3 per 
cent, and mining and quarrying 
by 4.7 per cent, while electric-
ity and utilities grew by 4.3 per 
cent. More importantly, the in-
dustrial sector alone accounted 
for nearly 40 per cent of overall 
economic growth, underscoring 
a structural shift in the compo-
sition of the economy.

This development deserves 
particular attention. Manufac-
turing remains the backbone of 
every productive economy and 
achieving such a strong expan-
sion within a relatively short 
period — despite a highly chal-
lenging regional environment 
— is no ordinary accomplish-
ment. It reflects not only the 
resilience of Jordanian indus-
try but also the effectiveness 
of economic policies that have 
strengthened the country’s pro-
ductive base.

In many developing econo-
mies, growth is often driven 
by consumption, government 
spending or temporary external 
factors. Jordan’s recent experi-
ence points in a different direc-
tion. The economy is increasing-
ly generating growth through 
production, exports and value 
creation, a transition that is es-
sential for achieving long-term 
sustainable development.

The export sector provides 
further evidence of this trans-
formation. Perhaps the most 
encouraging signal is not sim-
ply the increase in GDP, but the 
improvement in the quality of 
growth itself. During the first 
four months of 2026, indus-
trial exports expanded by 9.1 
per cent, while the trade defi-
cit narrowed by 6.3 per cent. 
At the same time, the export-
to-import coverage ratio rose 
to 59 per cent, the highest level 
recorded during the 2010–2025 
period. This represents a mean-
ingful structural improvement. 
Every JD100 Jordanian of im-
ports is now matched by JD59 
of exports, reflecting stronger 
domestic production, greater 

export competitiveness and a 
reduced dependence on exter-
nal financing to sustain im-
ports.

Equally significant is the 
diversity behind this export 
growth. It was not driven by 
a single commodity or sector, 
but by broad-based expansion 
across mining products, chemi-
cals, fertilisers, construction 
materials, pharmaceuticals, 
garments, food processing and 
engineering industries.

Such diversification enhances 
the resilience of Jordan’s ex-
port sector. Economies that rely 
heavily on one or two export 
products remain vulnerable to 
price shocks and fluctuations 
in global demand. Jordan’s in-
creasingly diversified industrial 
base provides a stronger foun-
dation for sustained economic 
growth and greater resilience 
against external volatility.

Tourism presents a more nu-
anced picture. Tourism rev-
enues declined by 3.8  per 
cent during the first quarter 
of 2026, reaching $1.65 billion, 
compared with $1.72 billion 
during the same period of the 
previous year. The decline pri-
marily reflected lower spend-
ing by Jordanian expatriates, 
Arab visitors, and several other 
traditional markets. Neverthe-
less, tourism from European 
countries increased by 20.1  per 
cent, while arrivals from Asian 
and American markets also re-
corded positive growth.

These figures suggest that 
Jordan’s tourism sector re-
mains fundamentally resilient. 
Given that tourism is among 
the industries most sensitive 
to geopolitical developments, 
its performance is likely to im-
prove significantly once region-
al conditions stabilise.

Another encouraging indica-
tor is the revival of domestic 
investment. During the first 
quarter of 2026, the number 
of building permits issued in-
creased by approximately 20  
per cent compared with the 
same period a year earlier, while 
the total licensed construction 
area also expanded. In econom-
ics, building permits are widely 
regarded as a leading indica-
tor of future economic activity 
because they reflect investment 
decisions made today based on 
expectations about tomorrow.

This suggests that confidence 
among investors, businesses 
and households has strength-
ened. Investment decisions are 
inherently forward-looking; 
they are made not in response 
to current conditions alone, but 
to expectations of future eco-
nomic performance. The recent 
increase in construction activ-
ity, therefore, signals growing 
optimism about Jordan’s eco-
nomic prospects.

Beyond investment, several 
macroeconomic indicators con-
tinue to reinforce this positive 
picture. Foreign exchange re-

serves remain at comfortable 
levels, inflation has stayed rel-
atively low, remittances from 
Jordanians working abroad 
continue to grow and national 
exports have maintained their 
upward momentum. Collective-
ly, these factors have enhanced 
macroeconomic stability and 
strengthened Jordan’s ability to 
withstand external shocks.

None of this suggests that the 
country’s economic challenges 
have disappeared. Unemploy-
ment remains one of Jordan’s 
most pressing structural issues. 
Raising productivity, accelerat-
ing job creation and improving 
household incomes continue to 
be essential national priorities. 
Yet these challenges become 
considerably more manageable 
when an economy is growing 
based on production, invest-
ment, exports and competitive-
ness, rather than relying on 
temporary fiscal stimulus or 
exceptional external circum-
stances.

This is precisely why the 2.9  
per cent growth figure deserves 
attention beyond its numerical 
value. It reflects an economy 
that is becoming more diversi-
fied, more adaptable, and in-
creasingly anchored in produc-
tive sectors. It also suggests 
that years of gradual economic 
reform are beginning to trans-
late into tangible outcomes. 
Structural reforms rarely pro-
duce immediate results, but 
when they do, they tend to gen-
erate stronger and more sus-
tainable foundations for long-
term prosperity.

The key challenge now is to 
preserve this momentum. If 
manufacturing continues to 
expand, exports maintain their 
upward trajectory, private in-
vestment gathers further pace, 
and tourism recovers as region-
al conditions improve, Jordan 
will have a genuine opportunity 
to enter a new phase of econom-
ic development — one in which 
stronger growth becomes the 
norm rather than the exception.

At that point, economic suc-
cess will no longer be measured 
solely by quarterly statistics 
or official reports. It will be 
reflected in better employment 
opportunities, higher house-
hold incomes, greater business 
confidence and an improved 
quality of life for Jordanian 
citizens.

Ultimately, the most impor-
tant message behind Jordan’s 
latest growth figures is not 
that the economy has reached 
its destination, but that it has 
demonstrated a growing capac-
ity to move in the right direc-
tion — even amid one of the 
most challenging regional envi-
ronments in recent history. That 
resilience may prove to be Jor-
dan’s greatest economic asset 
in the years ahead.

The writer is a former Jordanian minister 
of state for economic affairs.

When indicators begin 
to smile: The new momentum

ECONOMIC 
REVIEW
Yusuf Mansur
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AMMAN (JT) — Amman Stock Exchange (ASE) 
trading value for Thursday amounted to JD 16 
million spread over 6.3 million shares that trad-
ed through 4,557 transactions. 

The ASE share price index shed 1.23 per cent, 
closing at 3806.89 points.

Out of 95 companies whose shares were trad-
ed, the share price of 28 companies rose while 
the share price of another 42 declined. 

Topping the list of the companies whose shares 
gained the most were Specialised Jordanian In-
vestment by 4.65 per cent, Arab Investors Union 
Company for Real Estates Developing by 4 per 
cent, Amad Investment and Real Estate Develop-
ment by 3.72 per cent, Offtec Holding Group Plc. 
by 3.64 per cent, and Arab East Investment by 
3.48 per cent. 

The companies whose shares dropped the most 
were Jordan Vegetable Oil Industries by 4.91 per 
cent, Specialised Investment Compounds by 4.38 
per cent, Arab Phoenix Holdings by 4.17 per cent, 
Arab Potash by 4.04 per cent, and Nutri Dar by 
3.85 per cent.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

AMMAN (JT) — Non-
Jordanian investors 
owned 46.4 per cent of 
the market capitalisa-
tion of companies list-
ed on the Amman Stock 
Exchange (ASE) at the 
end of June 2026, ac-
cording to official data.

Statistics released by 
the ASE showed that 
non-Jordanian inves-
tors purchased shares 
worth JD42.2 million 
in June, accounting 
for 11.6 per cent of the 
month's total trading 
value, while their share 
sales totalled JD51.3 
million.

During the first 
six months of 2026, 
non-Jordanian inves-
tors purchased shares 
worth around JD198.8 
million, representing 
11.9 per cent of the to-
tal trading value. Their 
share sales reached 
JD235.5 million over 
the same period, ac-
cording to an ASE 
statement.

Arab investors ac-
counted for the bulk of 
non-Jordanian trading 
activity in June. Their 
purchases totalled 
around JD39 million, 
representing 92.4 per 
cent of all non-Jorda-
nian purchases, while 
their sales reached 
about JD49 million. 
Non-Arab investors 
purchased shares 
worth JD3.2 million 

and sold shares valued 
at JD2.3 million.

By the end of June, 
Arab investors held 30 
per cent of the mar-
ket capitalisation of 
ASE-listed companies, 
while non-Arab inves-
tors accounted for 16.4 
per cent, bringing total 
non-Jordanian owner-

ship to 46.4 per cent.
By sector, non-Jorda-

nian ownership stood 
at 48.5 per cent in the 
financial sector and 
22.7 per cent in the 
services sector. The in-
dustrial sector record-
ed the highest level of 
foreign ownership, at 
51 per cent.

Securities Depository 
Centre released figures 
that showed that the 
total number of regis-
tered securities reached 
nearly 7.7 billion at the 
end of January 2026, 
with a combined value 
of about JD29 billion.

Jordanian investors 
held nearly 5.4 bil-

lion registered securi-
ties, valued at around 
JD16.7 billion. The 10 
largest non-Jordanian 
investor nationali-
ties collectively owned 
nearly 2 billion securi-
ties, with a total value 
of around JD10.2 bil-
lion, according to the 
statement. 

Non-Jordanian ownership of 
ASE-listed companies reaches 46.4%

Petra photo

Non-Jordanian investors own 46.4 per cent of the market capitalisation of companies listed on the Amman Stock Exchange at 
the end of June 2026

JT file

Minister of Agriculture Saeb Khraisat says on Thursday that 19 companies have exported 
agricultural products under the government's agricultural export support programme

AMMAN (JT) — Minis-
ter of Agriculture Saeb 
Khraisat said on Thurs-
day that 19 companies 
have exported agricul-
tural products under the 
government's agricul-
tural export support pro-
gramme.

Total financial support 
provided to exporters 
has exceeded JD1.059 
million, including 
around JD5, 200 allocat-
ed for maritime freight 
assistance, according to 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra.

Khraisat said that the 
specialised committee 
overseeing the agricul-
tural export support pro-
gramme has begun its 
work and meets regular-
ly to review applications. 
He added that more than 
500 farmers have di-
rectly benefited from the 
initiative.

The ministry continues 
to expand its agricultural 

support and market-
ing programmes to help 
open new international 
markets for Jordanian 
produce. These efforts 
aim to boost farmers' 
incomes, ensure the sec-
tor's sustainability and 
increase agriculture's 
contribution to the na-
tional economy.

The support pro-
grammes also enhance 
the global competitive-
ness of Jordanian agri-
cultural products and 
help exporters access 
new markets, driving 
economic growth and in-
creasing returns across 
the agricultural sector.

Following a Cabinet 
decision, the govern-
ment has extended the 
export support pro-
gramme for fresh fruit 
and vegetables.

Under the programme, 
exporters receive a 50 
per cent subsidy on air 
freight costs and a 25 per 

cent subsidy on maritime 
freight costs.

The programme has 
helped increase the pres-
ence of Jordanian ag-
ricultural products in 
several European and 
international markets. 
Sweden, Germany, United 
Kingdom, Canada, Neth-
erlands and Denmark are 
among the leading im-
porters, reflecting grow-
ing international confi-
dence in the quality of 
Jordanian produce.

Khraisat stressed that 
export support remains 
a key pillar of the minis-
try's development strat-
egy. By reducing export 
costs and strengthening 
agricultural value chains, 
the programme improves 
returns for farmers and 
reinforces Jordan's posi-
tion as a reliable supplier 
of high-quality agricul-
tural products to inter-
national markets, Petra 
reported.

19 companies benefit from agricultural 
export support programme — Ministry

LONDON (AFP) — The 
dollar fell on Thursday 
after disappointing US 
jobs data dampened ex-
pectations of a quick 
hike in interest rates.

Stock markets got a 
boost however, and oil 
prices moved lower.

Non-farm payroll 
data showed that the US 
economy added 57,000 
jobs in June, far be-
low the approximately 
110,000 jobs expected by 
analysts and the 172,000 
jobs added in May.

"The stock market 
liked the data and the 
dollar hated it because it 
effectively rules out the 
chances of a July rate 
hike from the Fed — not 
that this was going to 
happen anyway with oil 
prices falling," said Fo-
rex.com analyst Fawad 
Razaqzada.

The data also showed 
average hourly earnings 
rose less than inflation.

"The key takeaway 
from the report for the 
market, which likes to 
see the good in the bad, 
is that the softer payrolls 
and pressure on real 
earnings should temper 
concerns about an im-
minent rate hike," said 
Briefing.com analyst 
Patrick O'Hare.

The dollar fell more 
than 1 per cent against 
the yen after the data.

Growing expectations 
of a interest rate hike lat-
er this year in the United 
States have helped drive 
the yen to 40-year lows 
in recent days.

Investors see opportu-
nities to borrow at low 
rates in yen and then 
invest in higher-yielding 
dollar assets in what 
is known as the carry 
trade.

At his first monetary 
policy meeting last 
month new Federal Re-
serve chief Kevin Warsh 
emphasised his priority 
was to bring down infla-
tion, which hiked expec-
tations in the market of 
an interest rate hike this 
year.

In comments on 
Wednesday, Warsh said 
price pressures had 
"come down" in recent 
weeks, but reiterated his 
commitment to return 
US inflation to the Fed's 
two per cent target.

But maximum employ-
ment is the Fed's other 
policy goal, and degra-
dation in the jobs market 
could change the central 
bank's calculations.

Forex.com's Razaqza-
da said the June payrolls 
data doesn't rule out a 
rate hike later this year.

But eToro's US invest-
ment analyst Bret Ken-
well said data may "cool 
the narrative a bit" on 
rate hikes and "nudge 

the conversation back 
toward the Fed's dual 
mandate — balancing 
inflation with employ-
ment — rather than 
forcing policymakers to 
focus almost exclusively 
on price pressures".

Wall Street's main 
stock indices moved 
higher as trading got 
underway, having been 
mostly lower in pre-mar-
ket trading in advance of 
the jobs data.

Gains in European 
stock markets acceler-
ated after the US data 
was released, but Asian 
markets, which closed 
earlier in the day, were 
hammered by losses in 
tech shares.

DRESDEN, Germany 
(AFP) — German semi-
conductor giant Infineon 
opened a five-billion-eu-
ro ($5.7 billion) micro-
chip plant on Thursday, 
as Europe seeks to bol-
ster its high-tech auton-
omy.

The "Smart Power 
Fab" in the eastern city 
of Dresden, completed 
three months ahead 
of schedule, has been 
hailed as a symbol of 
an EU push to reduce 
dependency for crucial 
parts on Asia and the 
United States.

"We all want to further 
strengthen Europe's po-
sition as a semiconduc-
tor hub," Infineon CEO 
Jochen Hanebeck said 
at the opening ceremony. 
"And technological sov-
ereignty does not begin 
with words, but with fac-
tories like this one."

The plant will produce 
chips for intelligent pow-
er management that are 
used in everything from 
electric vehicles, wind 
turbines and solar plants 
to data centres crucial 

for artificial intelligence.
The plant will oper-

ate 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week with em-
ployees working in three 
shifts.

In the highly automat-
ed "clean rooms" where 
chips are manufactured, 
the air is continuously 
filtered to eliminate vir-
tually all dust, and em-
ployees wear a polyester-
carbon fibre blend suit, a 
hood, mask, latex gloves 
and boots to prevent any 
contamination.

The facility was 
backed by the EU's Chips 
Act with one billion eu-
ros in subsidies, part of a 
broader policy aimed at 
doubling the EU's share 
of global semiconductor 
production from 10 to 20 
per cent by 2030.

Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz, who addressed 
the event via live video 
link from Berlin, said the 
plant opening "has direct 
strategic significance for 
our digital sovereignty, 
our economic resilience 
and our independence".

"Investment in data 

centres is breaking new 
records year on year," 
Merz said, referring to 
the AI-driven boom in 
demand. "Because the 
foundations for the in-
dustries of the future are 
being laid today."

'Silicon Saxony'

Work on the new plant 
began in May 2023, and 
represents both the larg-
est single investment in 
Infineon's history and 
a major strategic pivot 
for the technology firm 
based outside of Munich.

The company has 
moved away from being 
primarily a supplier to 
the automotive industry 
and instead sought to 
capitalise on the massive 
AI investment boom.

However, the plant 
opening comes amid 
significant volatility af-
fecting AI-related stocks, 
driven by growing con-
cerns over the difficulty 
of making these massive 
investments profitable.

The plant is located in 
the heart of Germany's 

"Silicon Saxony", which 
has boasted one of Eu-
rope's most dynamic 
clusters for the micro-
chip industry with a re-
gional specialisation in 
the sector that dates to 
investments by commu-
nist East Germany.

Dresden, home to nine 
universities, has a large 
number of trained engi-
neers who are sought af-
ter by the roughly 2,500 
companies in the sector 
operating in the area.

"One in three chips 
produced in Europe is 
made in Saxony," Ger-
many's digital minister, 
Karsten Wildberger, not-
ed at the event.

While constructing the 
"Smart Power Fab" came 
at a high cost, the sub-
sequent unit production 
cost of the microchips 
will be minimal, say 
experts.

"The chip industry 
is a business driven by 
extreme economies of 
scale," Wolfgang Weber, 
head of the German elec-
tronics association ZVEI, 
told AFP.

Germany's Infineon opens major chip 
plant as EU seeks tech autonomy

Dollar down, stocks shine 
after disappointing US jobs data
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The New York Stock Exchange is seen during morning trading on Wednesday in New York City

NEW YORK (AFP) —  
Wall Street stocks rose 
early Thursday follow-
ing weaker than ex-
pected jobs data that 
markets viewed as di-
minishing the odds of 
Federal Reserve interest 
rate increases.

Total US nonfarm 
payroll employment 
grew by 57,000, about 
half the expected level 
in a data report that 
also downgraded jobs 
growth in the prior two 

months.
Markets have been 

girding for a potential 
rate hike in 2026 after 
new Federal Reserve 
Chair Kevin Warsh fo-
cused almost entirely 
on price stability, view-
ing the jobs market as 
strong. But Thursday's 
data may alter that 
dynamic.

About 35 minutes 
into trading, the Dow 
Jones Industrial Aver-
age was up 0.7 per cent 

at 52,643.58.
The broad-based S&P 

500 gained 7,532.93, 
while the tech-rich Nas-
daq Composite Index 
advanced 0.7 per cent to 
26,230.41.

"The jobs numbers 
were bad, but what 
that means is it reduces 
the likelihood of rate 
hikes in the short term, 
and the stock mar-
ket is celebrating the 
lower likelihood of rate 
hikes instead of being 

concerned about obvi-
ous weakness in the 
job market," said Steve 
Sosnick of Interactive 
Brokers.

Thursday's session is 
the second of the third 
quarter after stocks 
turned in a blowout per-
formance in the second 
quarter fuelled by the 
artificial intelligence 
boom.

Markets will be closed 
on Friday for the Inde-
pendence Day holiday.

US stocks gain as weak jobs 
data dents Fed rate hike odds
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FOOTBALL

Brazil's Paqueta ruled out of 
World Cup clash with Norway

MORRISTOWN, United States (AFP) — Brazil mid-
fielder Lucas Paqueta will miss Sunday's World Cup 
last-16 game against Norway with a hamstring in-
jury, a source at the Brazilian Football Confedera-
tion (CBF) told AFP on Thursday.He is not expected 
to play again in the tournament, unless Brazil reach 
the final on July 19 at MetLife Stadium in East Ru-
therford, the source added. Paqueta, who has started 
alongside Casemiro and Bruno Guimaraes in mid-
field, suffered the injury during Brazil's dramatic 
2-1 win over Japan in Houston on Monday. He has 
been undergoing intensive treatment and is the only 
confirmed absentee for coach Carlo Ancelotti ahead 
of the meeting with Erling Haaland's Norway this 
weekend. Ancelotti could opt for a like-for-like re-
placement in Danilo Santos, or alter his set-up to ac-
commodate a more attacking player, such as Endrick 
or Gabriel Martinelli. Barcelona forward Raphinha, 
sidelined since suffering a thigh injury in Brazil's sec-
ond group-stage match against Haiti, has resumed 
individual training away from the main squad. 

TENNIS

Superb Swiatek storms into 
Wimbledon last 32, Zverev waits

LONDON (AFP) — Iga Swiatek put a stuttering start 
to her Wimbledon title defence firmly behind her by 
powering to a statement second-round victory over 
Karolina Pliskova. Reigning champion Swiatek, 
who struggled to hold back tears after battling past 
Taylor Townsend in the first round, was back to her 
ruthless best in a 6-1, 6-3 dismantling of former 
World No.1 Pliskova in 70 minutes. "For sure the 
first round was really emotional but today I felt like 
it's another day at the office, I need to be ready, be 
sharp," said Swiatek. The Pole, who has been incon-
sistent since winning her sixth Grand Slam title at 
the All England Club 12 months ago, will face the 
Philippines' Alexandra Eala, who beat Serena Wil-
liams' first-round conqueror Maya Joint. Pliskova, 
who returned to the tour this year after a long-term 
injury absence, was no match for the third seed in a 
contest reminiscent of their 2021 Italian Open final 
meeting which Swiatek won 6-0, 6-0. The 25-year-
old Swiatek has reached at least the third round on 
each of her past 26 Grand Slam appearances since 
losing in round two at the 2019 US Open.

AT A GLANCE

New York prepares for Taylor 
Swift-Travis Kelce wedding
NEW YORK (AFP) — Pop 
singer Taylor Swift and 
pro-athlete Travis Kelce's 
official wedding plans 
are tightly under wraps, 
but New York is brac-
ing to host the celebrity 
marriage of the year this 
week at Madison Square 
Garden.

The billionaire super-
star and three-time NFL 
Super Bowl champion, 
both 36, have kept fans 
guessing, but details are 
beginning to emerge as 
the clock counts down to 
their big day.

US media report that 
the A-list festivities will 
kick off Thursday evening 
with an exclusive dinner 
— only around 100 peo-
ple are invited — at the 
storied sports arena.

The wedding itself will 
reportedly take place on 
Friday with a star-stud-
ded guest list of around 
1,000, including mod-
els Gigi Hadid and Cara 
Delevingne, singer Se-
lena Gomez and actress 
Zoe Kravitz — all known 
to be close Swift pals — 
and Kelce's Kansas City 
Chiefs teammates.

Rumour has it that 
Stevie Nicks and Tim Mc-
Graw, both close to Swift, 
will perform. British art-
ists Ed Sheeran — anoth-
er Swift pal — and Paul 
McCartney may also go 

on stage.
Guests are said to have 

signed confidentiality 
agreements and will be 
without their phones for 
the ceremony, expected 
to begin in the mid-af-
ternoon with cocktails 
before a reception going 
into the night.

Celebrity outlet TMZ 
said that the lavish de-
cor will include a replica 
castle built inside Madi-
son Square Garden.

Outside the arena 
Wednesday afternoon a 
clutch of reporters and 
onlookers watched as 
trucks and crews un-
loaded stuff for the big 

alleged wedding.
"This is fascinating!," 

said Alicia Griffith, 51, 
who was visiting from 
South Carolina with her 
two daughters, aged 10 
and 12, both of them 
Swift fans.

Griffith said she told 
one of them to snap pic-
tures. "She's like, 'But it 
may not be her wedding.' 
I'm like, but it may be. I 
think it is," she added.

Head of the Metropoli-
tan Transport Authority 
Janno Lieber said he had 
no inside information 
about nuptials but rec-
ommended public trans-
port as the best way to 

get to Madison Square 
Garden, no matter who 
you are.

"I hope and expect that 
some of the celebrities, 
if there are celebrities 
coming to this alleged 
event, will take full ad-
vantage of our service, 
rather than spending a 
lot of time stuck in traffic 
somewhere in Midtown," 
said Lieber.

Rumour mill 

Rumours have run ram-
pant for weeks over the 
couple's wedding, with 
no official confirmation, 
but clues have multiplied 

around Madison Square 
Garden.

A procession of trucks 
and forklifts has been 
outside the arena for 
several days, while The 
New York Times has re-
ported an increased po-
lice presence and street 
closures in the area from 
Thursday.

The couple, who an-
nounced their engage-
ment last August, appear 
to already be in New 
York.

Swift's private jet 
landed nearby on Tues-
day and her car was seen 
in the city. Meanwhile, 
Kelce was photographed 
jogging in Manhattan.

Even Mayor Zohran 
Mamdani has added to 
the speculation with a 
video on social media 
warning New Yorkers 
— and celebrity couples 
— of a heat wave hitting 
the eastern United States 
this week.

"We're ready but we 
want to make sure that 
you are, too. Especially 
if you're celebrating the 
World Cup, or the 4th of 
July, or renting out MSG 
to get married. Hypo-
thetically," he says with 
a smirk.

Unconventional venue 

Madison Square Gar-

den boasts both an are-
na space and a smaller 
theatre traditionally 
used for concerts and 
meetings.

It is perhaps not a 
traditional wedding 
venue, but Swift would 
not be the first musi-
cian to marry there.

Sly Stone, who died 
last year, was mar-
ried there in June 1974 
to actress Kathy Silva 
during a concert by his 
band, Sly and the Fam-
ily Stone.

It is shaping up to be 
a huge weekend in New 
York, with July Fourth 
celebrations culminat-
ing in a massive fire-
works show, and World 
Cup action scheduled 
for July 5.

Swift, a 14-time 
Grammy winner, is 
coming off a banner 
year with the success of 
her album "The Life of 
a Showgirl," induction 
into the Songwriters 
Hall of Fame and a new 
song on the "Toy Story 
5" soundtrack.

Kelce, a star tight 
end for the Kansas City 
Chiefs, has signed to 
play for a 14th season 
in the National Foot-
ball League. He was on 
three Super Bowl win-
ning teams with the 
Chiefs.

PARIS, France (AFP) — 
French luxury giant 
Chanel announced on 
Thursday that it had 
acquired historic Paris-
ian shirtmaker Char-
vet, having previously 
collaborated with the 
brand which caters 
mostly to men.

Charvet has been 
making bespoke shirts 
and suits from its home 
on Place Vendome in 
Paris since 1838, with 
past clients includ-
ing Winston Churchill, 
John F. Kennedy and 
Chanel founder Gabri-
elle "Coco" Chanel.

New Chanel creative 
director Matthieu Blazy 
worked with the fami-
ly-owned manufacturer 
for his debut collection 
in October last year, 
creating a long-sleeved 
white shirt for women 
that sells for more than 
4,000 dollars.

The acquisition is 
"to support, over the 
long term, the passing 
down of unique savoir-
faire and the continued 
existence of an iconic 
French heritage house, 
while fully respecting 
its creative independ-
ence," the firm said in a 
statement.

No price was given 
for the takeover.

Blazy is only the 
fourth creative director 
in Chanel's history and 

has made a promising 
start to his task of mov-
ing the brand on from 
the 40-year period de-
fined by its legendary 
designer Karl Lagerfeld.

His first collections 
have been snapped up 
by buyers worldwide, 
helping the group re-
port a slight rise in 
sales last year when 
many of its peers are 
struggling with lower 
demand.

The group, owned 
by Alain and Gerard 
Wertheimer, turns 
over around 20 billion 
euros a year despite 
resisting the com-
mercial temptation of 
launching a dedicated 
menswear fashion line.

"Now we have a 
name, Chanel, for wom-
en, and a name for men, 
Charvet," Chanel head 
of fashion, Bruno Pav-
lovsky, told The New 
York Times in an in-
terview published on  
Thursday.

"Even if Chanel is 
about women, we see 
more men coming in," 
he continued.

In a separate inter-
view with fashion web-
site WWD, Pavlovsky 
denied any plans to 
expand Charvet beyond 
its single Paris store, 
where customers can 
pick from around 6,000 
fabrics.

Chanel eyes menswear 
with Charvet 
shirtmaker takevoer

By John Weaver
Agence France-Presse

KANSAS CITY — Harry 
Kane is England's talis-
man, record goalscorer 
and often their saviour. 
Is he also their only hope 
at the World Cup? 

The captain came up 
with the goods yet again 
against the Democratic 
Republic of Congo in 
Atlanta on Wednesday, 
scoring twice in 11 min-
utes as Thomas Tuchel's 
men recovered from a 
shocking start to win 
2-1.

The Bayern Munich 
star headed a superb 
equaliser from An-
thony Gordon's cross 
in the 75th minute and 
thumped home the win-
ner with four minutes 
remaining.

Kane now has five 
goals at the 2026 World 
Cup, one behind Li-
onel Messi and Kylian 
Mbappe and level with 
Erling Haaland in a 
captivating race for the 
Golden Boot.

His 12th and 13th 
World Cup goals in the 
round of 32 moved him 
ahead of Pele's dozen, up 
to sixth on the all-time 
list, level with France 
forward Just Fontaine 
and six behind Messi.

A relieved Tuchel de-
scribed Kane as being 
one of the "sharks" at 
the World Cup, along-
side the other A-list 
forwards.

"They are all sharks," 
he said. "If they smell 
blood, they come and 
score."

"It's crazy," the Ger-
man added. "So, so good. 
He's our captain, he's our 
leader, and decides foot-
ball matches with unbe-
lievable finishes."

Kane, who has few 
equals as a finisher, has 
a remarkable 72 goals 

for club and country 
this season in just 62 
appearances.

Midfielder Declan 
Rice told the BBC that 
his skipper was posting 
"ridiculous numbers".

"He is a proper leader, 
a captain, trains every 
day and gets on with 
everyone in the group," 
he said.

"When you have some-
one who can win a game 
for you like that... That 
second goal, he just re-
verse whips it into the 
top corner and it was 
ridiculous to see. What a 
player. We're very lucky 
to have him."

'Hero moment' 

Kane himself said it 

was his day for "hero 
moments" as England 
now looks forward to a 
last-16 match against 
Mexico at the Azteca 
Stadium.

But the question for 
Tuchel is: Who else can 
don a cape and come to 
England's rescue when 
they need it?

Kane and Real Madrid 
midfielder Jude Bell-
ingham are undoubt-
edly the team's "go-to" 
men for a crisis, scoring 
seven out of England's 
eight goals so far at the 
World Cup.

England is not the 
only team to rely on spe-
cial players to provide 
moments of inspiration 
— Messi scored six of 
Argentina's eight goals 

in the group phase.
But Tuchel must have 

sleepless nights over the 
fitness of his 32-year-
old captain, with no 
natural replacement at 
centre-forward.

Despite Kane's goals, 
England has struggled 
to live up to their billing 
as one of the favourites 
to win their first World 
Cup since 1966 since 
an encouraging 4-2 win 
against Croatia in their 
opener.

The Three Lions 
looked shaky in defence 
against DR Congo — 
ranked dozens of places 
below them — and pe-
destrian in attack, with 
Marcus Rashford and 
Noni Madueke unable 
to make much impact on 

the wings.
Substitute Gordon set 

up both of Kane's goals 
but England look short 
of the "wow" factor off 
the bench.

World Cup favour-
ites France, by con-
trast, have an embar-
rassment of riches in 
attack, with Michael 
Olise and Ballon d'Or 
winner Ousmane Dem-
bele alongside Mbappe, 
and a clutch of stars in 
reserve.

England will return 
to its base camp in Kan-
sas City to prepare for a 
daunting clash with co-
hosts Mexico on Sunday.

Tuchel said he want-
ed to focus on the win 
against DR Congo be-
fore turning his atten-

tion to Mexico, with the 
added challenge of play-
ing at high altitude.

"I'm just coming from 
this match and trying to 
enjoy it, but it is maybe 
one of the most beauti-
ful fixtures, the most ex-
citing fixtures that you 
can have," he said.

And former England 
forward Chris Sutton 
warned against taking 
the DR Congo result for 
granted.

"For England to win 
was a big deal," he told 
the BBC. "It's knock-
out football. It's about 
getting over the line.

"The question you 
want to put out there 
tonight — where would 
England be without 
Harry Kane?"

Harry Kane: England's World Cup saviour
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England's forward #09 Harry Kane celebrates after winning the 2026 World Cup round of 32 match football between England and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo at the Atlanta Stadium in Atlanta on Wednesday
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Police set up barricades around Madison Square Garden on Thursday in New York City
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