funded project to boost
drought resilience

in Jordan
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Jordan’s international search and rescue team on Monday says it recovered 11 bodies from two different locations in Caracas, Venezuela

Jordan's search, rescue team continues
field operations in Venezuela

AMMAN (JT) — Jor-
dan's international
search and rescue
team dispatched by
the Public Security
Directorate/Civil De-
fence to Caracas said

on Monday that it con-
tinues undertaking
its efforts within the
disaster response to
the earthquakes that
struck Venezuela.

Since commenc-

ing operations two
days ago, the team
has managed to re-
cover a number of
bodies from under the
rubble.

The team recovered

11 bodies from two
different locations in
Caracas yesterday, in-
cluding a collapsed
10-storey building, the
Jordan News Agency,
Petra, reported.

The team, which in-
cludes internationally
qualified specialised
staff, is operating in
coordination with the
relevant authorities in
Venezuela.

Jordan's industrial
exports rise 9.1% to A
record JD2.8b in first

four months
—JCI
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Citizen’s remains recovered from
rubble in quake-hit Venezuela — FM

AMMAN (JT) — The
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs on Monday
announced the recov-
ery of the remains of
a Jordanian citizen
who had been trapped
under the rubble fol-
lowing the twin earth-
quakes that struck
Venezuela.

In a statement, For-
eign Ministry Spokes-

person Fuad Majali
said that the Jordan
International Search
and Rescue Team as-
sisted in recovering
the remains.

He added that the
ministry, through its
Operations and Consu-
lar Affairs Directorate
and the Jordanian Em-
bassy in Brazil, is pro-
viding necessary sup-

port and assistance to
the victim's family, as
well as to Jordanians
residing in Venezuela.

Majali also called
on Jordanians in Ven-
ezuela to contact the
ministry or the Jorda-
nian embassy in Brazil
to request assistance,
noting that services
are available around
the clock.

O

Jordan extends condolences over death of
Qatari citizen in regional military operations

AMMAN (JT) — The
Ministry of Foreign
Ministry on Monday
expressed condolences
to the government and
people of Qatar over
the death of a Qatari
citizen killed by shrap-

nel resulting from
military operations
in the region, which
also injured another
resident.

Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Fuad
Majali reiterated Jor-

dan’s solidarity with
Qatar, extending con-
dolences to the victim'’s
family and wishing
the injured a speedy
recovery, according
to a Foreign Ministry
statement.

AFP photo

A man speaks with a child while sitting near an unexploded artillery shell that fell during
reported overnight Israeli bombardment that hit the village of Abidin in Syria's southwestern
Daraa province, close to the Golan Heights, on Monday

Jordan condemns Israeli
aggression on Syria

AMMAN (JT) — The
Ministry on Monday
condemned continued
Israeli attacks on Syr-
ian territory, includ-
ing recent incursions
and artillery shell-

ing in the governo-
rates of Quneitra and
Daraa.

In a statement, the
ministry said that
the attacks constitute
“blatant” violations of

Syria’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity
and a “clear” breach of
international law and
the UN Charter.

Continued on page 5

Social Development Ministry unveils national
plan to combat violence against women, children

Strategy introduces costed framework, strengthens prevention,
coordination, survivor-centred services

By Ahmad Khatatneh

AMMAN — Deputising
for the prime minister,
Minister of Social De-
velopment Wafaa Bani
Mustafa on Monday
launched the National
Multi-Sectoral Action
Plan for the Preven-
tion of and Response
to Child Protection Is-
sues, Family Violence,
and Violence against
Women and  Girls
(2026-2030).

The plan, developed
by the National Coun-
cil for Family Affairs
(NCFA) in partnership
with UNICEF and UN-
FPA, provides a costed
national framework
aimed at strengthen-
ing prevention and re-
sponse systems across
sectors.

It was prepared
through a broad par-

Petra photo

Minister of Social Development Wafaa Bani Mustafa on Monday launches the National

Multi-Sectoral Action Plan for the Prevention of and Response to Child Protection Issues, Family

Violence, and Violence against Women and Girls (2026-2030)

ticipatory process in-
volving  government
institutions, civil soci-
ety organisations, UN
agencies and technical

experts, and included

consultations with
hundreds of stake-
holders, including

children, women, per-

sons with disabilities,
service providers and
specialists.

Bani Mustafa said
the plan reflects Jor-

dan’'s national ap-
proach, under the
leadership of His Maj-
esty King Abdullah,
to protecting human
dignity and strength-
ening social cohesion,
stressing that fam-
ily stability remains a
cornerstone of national
development.

She said the strategy
aligns with the Eco-
nomic Modernisation
Vision (2023-2033),
the National Social
Protection Strategy
(2025-2033) and the
Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs),
and underscores that
protecting women and
children is a shared
national responsibil-
ity requiring coordi-
nated action across all
institutions.

Continued on page 5

Trump says Iran meeting to take place in Qatar

TEHRAN (AFP) —
US  President Don-
ald Trump said Iran has
requested a meeting that
will be held in Qatar on
Tuesday, despite Tehran
earlier denying that any
technical talks on the
deal aimed at ending the
Middle East war were
planned.

The announcement
came after Iran held its
first talks with Oman
on managing the Strait
of Hormuz since the US-
Iran deal was signed,
and as Washington and
Tehran agreed to halt
their attacks, which had
strained the agreement.

"IRAN HAS RE-
QUESTED A MEET-
ING. IT WILL TAKE
PLACE TOMORROW IN

AFP photo

This aerial photograph shows boats anchored off Oman’s northern Musandam Peninsula near
the Strait of Hormuz on Saturday

DOHA!" Trump post-
ed on his Truth Social
platform on Monday,

without specifying the

participants.

White House spokes-

woman Karoline Leavitt
later told Fox News that
US Envoy Steve Witkoff

and Trump's adviser
and son-in-law Jared
Kushner "will be flying
to Doha for high-level
meetings this week".

A diplomat with
knowledge of the talks
confirmed to AFP that
officials from the US and
Iran were due to meet
in the Qatari capital to
discuss the deal signed
earlier this month.

"Technical teams
working on the imple-
mentation of the MoU
are scheduled to meet
in Doha in the com-
ing days," the diplomat
said on condition of
anonymity.

The diplomat added
that ‘"communications
channels created to de-
escalate any incidents

are in place" after the
strikes.

Iran's Deputy Foreign
Minister Kazem Gharib-
abadi, however, denied
reports that technical

talks were '"planned
for this week", state TV
reported.

Nevertheless, a US of-
ficial also told AFP that
the negotiations would
continue despite the re-
cent strikes.

"Both sides will stand
down for now and ves-
sels can move freely" in
and around the Strait of
Hormuz, the official said
in an e-mail.

Hormuz talks

Iran's exercise of con-
trol over the strait has

sparked repeated flare-
ups, the latest of which
came early on Sunday
when US Central Com-
mand said ithad attacked
10 Iranian military tar-
gets over "continued Ira-
nian aggression against
commercial shipping".

Iran said it retaliated
with strikes against US
bases in Kuwait and
Bahrain.

The blockade remains
a key sticking point in
the US negotiations.

Iran and Oman border
the strait, through which
a fifth of the world's oil
and liquefied natural
gas passed prior to the
conflict, and Iran said on
Monday they held their
first talks since the deal
was struck.

"During a trip to Mus-
cat, the first meeting of
the Joint Hormuz Com-
mittee was held," said
Gharibabadi on X. "While
reviewing the current is-
sues related to the strait,
we exchanged views on
the future management."

The strait comprises
Omani and Iranian ter-
ritorial waters, but under
customary international
law the two cannot gen-
erally block passage or
charge tolls.

Iran warned on Sun-
day that any attempt
by ships to bypass its
preferred route through
Hormuz would "increase
tensions" in the Middle
East.

Continued on page 5
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The project addresses the growing challenges of drought, water scarcity and climate change
affecting the Jordanian agricultural sector

FAO launches Japanese-funded project
to boost drought resilience in Jordan

AMMAN (JT) — The
Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the
United Nations (FAO) in
Jordan launched a new
project, funded by the
Japanese government
in cooperation with the
Ministry of Agriculture.

The project addresses
the growing challenges
of drought, water scar-
city and climate change
affecting the Jordanian
agricultural sector, ac-
cording to Al Mamlaka
TV.

The initiative, titled
“From Scarcity to Sus-
tainability: =~ Building
Adaptive Drought Inter-
ventions in Agriculture
— Climate Adaptation
and Drought Resilient
Jordan”, aims to pro-
mote the agroecological
approach and showcase
climate-smart agricul-
tural practices.

The project targets
drought affected and
refugee hosting com-
munities in northern
Jordan.

A representative of
Minister of Agricul-
ture Saeb Khreisat and
Japanese Ambassador
to Jordan Hideki Asari
attended the launch
ceremony.

The initiative targets
around 380 benefici-
aries, which include
smallholder farm-
ers from both refugee
and host communi-

ties, women-led coop-
eratives, and ministry
employees in Ajloun,
Jerash and Northern
Shuna.

FAO will implement
the project in close co-
operation with the Na-
tional Agricultural Re-
search Centre.

Key activities include
distributing agricultur-
al inputs and establish-
ing demonstration sites
for climate-smart prac-
tices, and the project
also enhances insti-
tutional capacities in
drought preparedness

and water resource
management.
Asari stressed Ja-

pan’s commitment to
supporting climate
change adaptation ef-
forts, noting that the
project aligns with
Japan's  development
cooperation policy for
Jordan.

The ambassador ex-
pressed hope that the
“timely  intervention”
will help Jordan ad-
dress the severe im-
pacts of drought at
institutional and com-
munity levels.

He added that the
project provides live-
lihood  opportunities
in vulnerable areas
to support Jordan's
sustainable economic
growth.

Representing the
Ministry of Agriculture,

Khalil Omar said that
drought related chal-
lenges cross mnational
borders, stressing the
need to enhance collec-
tive action, exchange
knowledge and transfer
technology.

Omar also called for
expanding climate fi-
nance and investing in
scientific research and
innovation, emphasis-
ing building effective
partnerships across
sectors to create more
efficient, resilient and
sustainable agricultur-
al and food systems.

Acting FAO Repre-
sentative in Jordan Paul
Opionoted that promot-
ing agroecological and
climate-smart agricul-
tural practices serves
as a “vital” investment
in vulnerable areas, as
this investment meets
immediate adaptation
needs and builds long-
term resilience.

Opio stressed that
building  drought-re-
sistant agricultural
systems remains es-

sential to achieve food
security and economic
stability.

The project contrib-
utes to achieving sever-
al Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, including
Goal 2 (Zero Hunger),
Goal 6 (Clean Water
and Sanitation), Goal
13 (Climate Action) and
Goal 15 (Life on Land).

Issawi inspects Royal initiative
projects in Karak, Aqaba

AMMAN (JT) — Royal
Hashemite Court Chief
Yousef Issawi on Mon-
day inspected a series
of development projects
in Karak and Agaba
governorates as part of
ongoing field follow-up
directed by His Maj-
esty King Abdullah
to ensure their timely
implementation.
During the tour, Is-
sawi, who also heads
the committee oversee-
ing the implementation
of Royal Initiatives,
reviewed progress on
projects aimed at creat-
ing job opportunities,
expanding green spac-
es, enhancing services
for persons with dis-
abilities and upgrading
youth infrastructure.

In Karak, Issawi
visited the produc-
tion branch of El Zay
Ready Wear Manu-

facturing Company in
the Mujib area, estab-
lished under the Royal
Initiatives in line with
directives to set up
production  branches
across the Kingdom's
governorates.

The initiative aims to
create employment op-
portunities within local
communities, reducing
the need for residents
to travel to cities and
industrial zones while
lowering transportation
costs, according to a
Royal Court statement.

Issawi reviewed op-
erations at the factory,
which was inaugurated
during His Majesty's
visit to Karak Governo-
rate last November. The
facility currently em-
ploys 100 workers from
the area and surround-
ing villages, with num-
bers expected to rise to
220 during its first year
of operation.

More than 35 produc-
tion branches have been
established under the
Royal Initiatives across

Petra photo

Royal Hashemite Court Chief Yousef Issawi on Monday inspects a series of development projects in Karak and Aqaba

governorates

the Kingdom, particu-
larly in remote areas,
creating over 10,000
jobs.

Issawi also inspected
the “Roots” project in
the Sunaynah area of
Qasr District, launched
in 2012 under Royal di-
rectives to expand green
spaces and improve the
environment.

He reviewed the
fourth and final expan-
sion phase, implement-
ed in cooperation with
the German Agency for
International Coopera-
tion, World Vision In-
ternational and Al Haq
Foundation.

The expansion in-
cludes planting an ad-
ditional 3,200 dunnums
with around 160,000
forest trees, 13,000 olive
trees and 10,000 prickly
pear trees, the state-
ment said.

Upon completion, the
project will cover nearly
27,000 dunnums and

include more than one
million forest and fruit
trees, including 40,000
olive  trees, 15,000
pomegranate trees and
10,000 prickly pear
trees. The project also
includes four wells, ir-
rigation reservoirs, road

infrastructure, and a
solar-powered  energy
system.

In Aqaba Governo-
rate, Issawi inspected
the construction of the
Inclusive Day Services
Centre for Persons with
Disabilities in Wadi
Araba.

The centre, built on a
4,000 square-metre site
with a 900 square-me-
tre building, includes
nine classrooms, oc-
cupational and physi-
cal therapy rooms, an
early intervention unit,
a computer laboratory,
a speech therapy room,
a social worker’s office,
administrative offices, a
meeting room and a re-

ception area.

The project, which is
20 per cent complete,
is designed to provide
care and rehabilitation
services for persons
with disabilities in ac-
cordance with the high-
est standards, the state-
ment said.

Issawi concluded the
tour by inspecting the
rehabilitation and de-
velopment project at
Agaba Youth City.

The project includes
expanding specta-
tor stands, construct-
ing additional seating,
upgrading changing
rooms for players and
referees, and carrying
out electrical and main-
tenance works at the
stadium. Construction
has reached 30 per cent
completion.

In a statement follow-
ing the tour, Issawi said
the inspections are part
of ongoing field moni-
toring of Royal Initia-

tive projects, reflecting
His Majesty King Ab-
dullah’s  commitment
to continuous on-the-
ground follow-up.

He said that the im-
plementation of these
projects is guided by
a comprehensive ap-
proach aimed at trans-
lating the King's vision
into tangible develop-
ment outcomes that di-
rectly benefit citizens.

He stressed the im-
portance of adher-
ing to implementation
schedules and quality
standards, while ensur-
ing close coordination
among all relevant enti-
ties to accelerate project

delivery.
Issawi added that
the Royal Initiatives

reflect the priorities of
local communities and

complement national
development plans and
programmes aimed

at improving public
services.

Image Festival Amman concludes with ‘landmark’ Mexican participation

Mexican Ambassador

Jacob Prado joins

~ Photo by Eilaf Khursheed

renowned

photographer Bob Schalkwijk during the closing reception
of Image Festival Amman 2026 at the MMAG Foundation

By Enad Abbadi

AMMAN — Image
Festival Amman 2026
concluded on Mon-
day with a reception
at the MMAG Foun-
dation attended by
renowned  photogra-
pher Bob Schalkwijk,
whose participation
marked a milestone in
the festival's history
through the first-ever
inclusion of Mexican
photographers.
Schalkwijk travelled
from Mexico to take
part in the festival
through his exhibition
Tarahumara, a public
lecture and the closing
ceremony, bringing to
a close the 14th edition

of the annual photogra-
phy event.

Organised by Darat
Al Tasweer since 2011
in partnership with
Jordanian and inter-
national institutions,
Image Festival Amman
has established itself
as one of the “leading”
photography festivals
in the Middle East and
the Arab world.

The festival annually
brings together inter-
nationally  acclaimed
photographers along-
side emerging talents,
creating a platform for
artistic dialogue, pro-
fessional exchange and
cultural collaboration.

Held under the theme
“Behind the Scenes”,

this year’s edition fea-
tured 28 exhibitions,
a book launch and a
series of professional
workshops organised
in cooperation with the
Abdul Hameed Shoman
Foundation.

Mexico participated

through three exhi-
bitions  representing
three generations of

photographers, offering
audiences insight into
the diversity and rich-
ness of contemporary
Mexican photography.
Schalkwijk presented
Tarahumara, a visual
chronicle spanning
more than six decades
documenting the Rara-
muri people of north-
ern Mexico. Mexican

photographer Yolanda
Andrade, who also
travelled to Jordan to
participate in the festi-
val, exhibited Life Goes
On, while Persia Camp-
bell presented Liminal
Spaces, a contemporary
exploration shaped by
life along the Mexico-
United States border.
Throughout the fes-
tival, Schalkwijk met
with  photographers,
students and photogra-
phy enthusiasts, shar-
ing experiences from a
career that spans more
than six decades. To-
gether with Andrade’s
participation and
Campbell's exhibition,
the Mexican contribu-
tion offered Jordanian

audiences a rare op-

portunity to engage
with three distinct
artistic voices across
generations.

Speaking during

the closing reception,
Mexican Ambassador
Jacob Prado highlight-
ed the significance of
Mexico's participation,
noting that it reflected
the “growing cultural”
relationship  between
Mexico and Jordan
and demonstrated the
diversity of Mexican
photography.

“The Image Festival
Amman 2026 concludes
today with a reception
honouring Bob Schalk-
wijk, a photographer
who has documented

Mexico since 1959,
Prado told The Jordan
Times.

“His archive contains
more than 700,000 pho-
tographs, not only from
Mexico but also from
many other countries,”
the ambassador added.

The embassy of Mex-
ico expressed grati-
tude to Image Festival
Amman, Darat Al Tas-
weer and Almanaque-
Fotografica, as well as
the participating art-
ists and organisers, for
contributing to what
it described as a “suc-
cessful first participa-
tion and the beginning
of future cultural co-
operation between the
two countries”.

RESCUE

Members of the Jordan International Search and Rescue Team carry out rescue operations amid earthquake rubble in
Caracas, Venezuela to locate survivors trapped under collapsed buildings
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The 1,000-dunum park will feature water bodies as its primary element, alongside green
spaces and picnic areas, and will be planted with various native trees and plants suited to the

local climate

JCDCF, RSCN to establish ‘major’
ecological park within Amra City project

AMMAN (JT) — The
Jordanian  Company
for the Development
of Cities and Facili-
ties (JCDCF) and the
Royal Society for the
Conservation of Na-
ture (RSCN) on Monday
signed a partnership
agreement to estab-
lish a major ecologi-
cal park as part of the
first phase of the Amra
City project, marking
a qualitative addition
to the Kingdom's envi-
ronmental initiatives.
The 1,000-dunum
park will serve as the
centrepiece of the
Amra City project. It
will feature water bod-
ies as its primary ele-
ment, alongside green
spaces and picnic ar-
eas, and will be plant-
ed with various native
trees and plants suited
to the local climate.
This initiative aims
to restore the area's
vegetation cover and
transform the park
into a station for mi-
gratory birds, the Jor-
dan News Agency, Pet-
ra, reported.
Construction is
scheduled to begin in
early July, with com-
pletion set within
three years under the
first phase of Amra
City, providing a sus-
tainable, long-term en-
vironmental haven.
RSCN will design,
implement, and oper-
ate the park according
to the highest environ-
mental specifications.
The unique design

will adapt to the area's
natural  topography,
utilising rainwater
harvesting and natu-
ral valley pathways
based on specialised
environmental, engi-
neering and technical
studies.

The society will also
manage and sustain
the park, leveraging its
extensive national ex-
pertise in the field.

The coalition
will handle the
master plan,
architectural
designs,and
economic
feasibility
studies for the
project...

Drawing its identity
from the natural herit-
age of the Amra region,
the site will undergo
comprehensive land-
scaping to enhance lo-
cal flora.

The park is part of
the integrated devel-
opment framework of
Amra City, the largest
urban development
project in the King-
dom's history, which
also includes a sports
city, an international
convention and ex-
hibition centre and a

theme park, all align-
ing with the Economic
Modernisation Vision
for a greener and more
sustainable future.

The state-owned
JCDCF announced the
awarding of a tender
to a British-Saudi coa-
lition to conduct the
design and feasibility
studies for the King-
dom's largest theme
park, also within the
first phase of Amra
City.

The first phase of
the theme park will
cover 200 dunums out
of a total planned area
of 575 dunums, at an
initial cost of JD50
million, and is slated
to begin operations by
late 2028.

The coalition will
handle the master
plan, architectural de-
signs and economic
feasibility studies for
the project, which aims
to become a unique
tourist destination,
generate hundreds of
jobs, and stimulate
various economic sec-
tors under the quali-
ty-of-life pillar of the
Economic Modernisa-

tion Vision.

JCDCF is wholly
owned by the govern-
ment and operates

under the Jordan In-
vestment Fund, tasked
with overseeing project
implementation, offer-
ing investment oppor-
tunities, and building
local and international
partnerships for the
Amra City project.

Number of Jordanians travelling

abroad drops 17.7% in 4 months — DoS

AMMAN (JT) — A to-
tal of 435,150 Jorda-
nians travelled abroad
for tourism during the
first four months of
2026, according to De-
partment of Statistics
(DoS) data on outbound
tourism.

The number repre-
sents a 17.7 per cent
decrease compared
to the same period in
2025, as the same four
months in 2025 record-
ed 528,558 departing
citizens, according to
Al Mamlaka TV.

In January, the
number of outbound
tourists reached
161,709. The figure
reached 104,051 in Feb-
ruary and JD99,153 in
March, while in April,
the number reached
70,237, which brought
the total to 435,150.

The sharpest decline
occurred in April, as the
number of outbound
travellers dropped
from 113,692 in April of
2025 to 70,237 in April
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The Department of Statistics says that a total of 435,150 Jordanians travelled abroad for tourism during the first four months

of 2026

of 2026, showing a 38.2
per cent decrease.
Previously published
data also showed a
12.9 per cent drop in
tourism  expenditure
abroad by Jordanians
and residents during

the first four months
of 2026, standing at
$562.6 million.
Tourism spend-
ing abroad in April
2026 alone recorded
a 33.7 per cent de-
crease, reaching $103.0

million.

Central Bank of Jor-
dan data previously
showed a decrease by
6.3 per cent in tour-
ism spending by Jor-
danians and residents
travelling abroad dur-

ing the first quarter of
2026, falling to $459.7
million.

Net tourism income
also declined during
the first quarter of
2026 by 2.8 per cent,
reaching $1.19 billion.

Fayez, Meridiam CEOQ discuss implementation
of National Water Carrier project

AMMAN (JT) — Senate
President Faisal Fayez
on Monday met Thierry
Déau, chief executive
officer of Meridiam, the
French company lead-
ing the international
consortium implement-
ing the National Water
Carrier Project.

The meeting was
held on the sidelines of
Fayez's official visit to
France, at the invitation
of French Senate Presi-
dent Gérard Larcher,
and was attended by
Jordan’s Ambassador
to France Lina Hadid
and Etienne Blanc,
deputy chairman of
the Jordanian-French
Parliamentary Friend-
ship Committee in the
French Senate, the Jor-
dan News Agency, Pet-
ra, reported.

During the meeting,
Fayez and the accompa-
nying delegation were

briefed by Déau on
Meridiam’s role in the
National Water Carrier
Project, the financial
strength of the consor-
tium members and the
company'’s commit-
ment to implementing
the project according to
the highest internation-
al technical standards.

Déau said that Merid-
iam is keen to invest in
Jordan, citing the King-
dom’'s stability, secu-
rity, and favourable in-
vestment environment.

Fayez stressed the
depth of Jordanian-
French relations in the
political, economic, and
parliamentary fields,
affirming both coun-
tries’ commitment to
further strengthening
their longstanding ties.

He also highlighted
the role of friendship
committees in the Jor-
danian and French Sen-

ates in enhancing par-
liamentary cooperation
and bilateral relations.

Fayez also expressed
appreciation for Merid-
iam's participation in
the National Water Car-
rier Project, describing
it as a long-term strate-
gic solution to Jordan's
water scarcity and a
commercially  viable
investment.

Fayez also highlight-
ed investment oppor-
tunities in Jordan, par-
ticularly in renewable
energy, railways, public
transport and infra-
structure, noting that
the Kingdom offers a
favourable investment
climate supported by
legislation  providing
incentives and facilita-
tion for investors.

He called on Merid-
iam and other French
companies to explore
wider investment op-

portunities across the
Kingdom.

Fayez also praised
the role of French com-
panies, financial insti-
tutions, and the French
Development  Agency
in supporting Jordan's
development priorities,
particularly in water,
infrastructure, energy,
and economic moderni-
sation sectors.

Blanc reaffirmed the
strong ties between
Jordan and France
and stressed France's
commitment to sup-
porting the Kingdom
in addressing challeng-
es posed by regional
developments.

The National Water
Carrier Project is con-
sidered one of the “main
pillars of Jordan's long-
term water strategy”
and is expected to “sig-
nificantly” enhance the
reliability and resil-

ience of water supplies
for households and the
industrial and agricul-
tural sectors.

The project, which
will be implemented
through a public-pri-
vate partnership mod-
el, aims to provide Jor-
dan with around 300
million cubic metres of
additional drinking wa-
ter annually starting in
2030.

The project includes
the construction of a
“large” desalination
plant on the Red Sea
and around 450 kilo-
metres of transmission
pipelines to deliver
desalinated water to
Amman and other ar-
eas, in addition to the
installation of solar
photovoltaic  systems
to cover part of the
project’s energy needs
through renewable en-
ergy sources.

Jerash Festival reflects Jordan’s cultural
narrative, human heritage — culture minister

AMMAN (JT) — Minister
of Culture and Chairman
of the Higher Committee
of the Jerash Festival for
Culture and Arts Mustafa
Rawashdeh on Monday
stressed that the festi-
val represents a national
cultural milestone that
elevates artistic and cul-
tural taste, enhances
creative production, and
contributes to compre-
hensive and sustainable
development.

Chairing the first meet-
ing of the Higher Com-
mittee for the festival's
40th edition, Rawashdeh
said all programmes and
activities are aligned with
the state’s discourse and
the Jordanian narrative,
reflecting the history of
the land and its people
within a broader human
context, the Jordan News
Agency, Petra, reported.

He added that the
Jerash Festival is not
limited to singing and
music, but constitutes a

JT file

Minister of Culture and Chairman of the Higher Committee of the Jerash Festival for Culture
and Arts Mustafa Rawashdeh says that the programme includes a wide range of activities,
featuring 78 cultural events, including poetry evenings, seminars, and performances by
University of Jordan choirs, in addition to 59 musical and singing performances

celebration of human cul-
ture in its various forms,
including poetry, novels,
theatre, cinema, folklore,
handicrafts and fine arts,
noting that several ad-
ministrative and organi-
sational measures have
been adopted alongside
the introduction of new

spaces and programmes.

Outlining the festival's
lineup, Rawashdeh said
the programme includes
a wide range of activi-
ties, featuring 78 cul-
tural events, including
poetry evenings, semi-
nars and performances
by University of Jordan

choirs, in addition to
59 musical and singing
performances.

He added that the cur-
rent edition also compris-
es 20 cultural exchange
activities, 19 folklore and
heritage shows, 19 fam-
ily and children’s activi-
ties, 11 embassy pavilion

events, four theatre and
dance performances, and
three fine arts exhibitions.

Regarding the geo-
graphical distribution of
events within the ancient
city of Jerash, Rawash-
deh said the Hippodrome
will host 34 events, the
Artemis Theatre 30, and
the Family and Children’s
Area 16. He added that 12
events are scheduled for
the North Theatre, 11 for
the South Theatre, 11 for
the Embassy Pavilions,
and three non-artistic
events at the Oval Plaza.

In Amman and other
governorates, the Nation-
al Library Department
will host 32 events, while
20 events will be held
across various cultural
sites in the governorates.
The Royal Cultural Centre
will host 19 events, fol-
lowed by 12 at the Roman
Theatre, 11 at the Odeon
in downtown Amman,
and two at the University
of Jordan.

Vegetation cover in Azraq
Basin increases 54.5% in 10 years

AMMAN (JT) — A recent
scientific study by a team
from the Azraq Wetland
Reserve, managed by
the Royal Society for the
Conservation of Nature
(RSCN), has revealed the
success of environmental
conservation efforts in
restoring natural vegeta-
tion cover within Azraq
Basin area.

The achievement
comes less than 10 years
after the area was inte-
grated into the reserve's
boundaries and subject-
ed to specialised ecologi-
cal management, includ-
ing fencing and strict
protection protocols, the

Jordan News Agency,
Petra, reported.
The study, conduct-

ed by reserve director
Hazem Hreisha and en-
vironmental researcher
Tamer Adaily, used re-
mote sensing techniques
and satellite imagery
analysis via the Normal-
ised Difference Vegeta-
tion Index to compare the
area’s vegetation cover
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Results of the study show that the total vegetation cover
expanded significantly from 2.30 square kilometres in 2015
to 14.83 square kilometres in 2025

between 2015 and 2025.

Results showed that
the total vegetation cover
expanded significantly
from 2.30 square kilo-
metres in 2015 to 14.83
square kilometres in
2025.

This marks an increase
of 1253 square kilome-
tres, or 54.5 per cent,
corresponding with an
equal decrease in arid
lands.

The RSCN noted that

the study recorded a
“substantial” rise in scat-
tered plants, shrubs, and
grasslands, indicating
widespread natural re-
generation and an im-
proved ecosystem within
Azraq Basin area.

This recovery enhanc-
es habitats for migratory
and resident birds, com-
bats desertification, sta-
bilises soil, and elevates
the area’s ecological and
tourism value.

Cassation Court upholds over 3-year sentence for drug dealer

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN — The Court
of Cassation has up-
held a March 2023
State Security Court
(SSC) ruling, sentenc-
ing two men to over
three years in prison
each after convicting
them of possessing il-
legal narcotics in Am-
man in October 2023.
The court declared

the defendants guilty
of possessing illegal
narcotics with the
intent of selling the
drugs to an undercov-
er agent in Rasheed
Neighbourhood on Oc-
tober 16.

The SSC handed the
defendants five vyears
in prison each for the
offence of possessing
illegal narcotics and
ordered them to pay

JD5,000 in fines each.

However, the court
decided to reduce the
fine to JD3,500 and the
prison term to three
years and four months
in prison for each of the
two defendants to give
them a second chance
in life.

Court documents said
the Anti-Narcotics De-
partment (AND) learnt
the defendants were

in possession of illegal
narcotics and sent one
of its agents to pose as
a buyer.

“The AND agent got in
touch with the defend-
ants and asked them for
a small stash of hashish
and 12 Captagon pills in
return for JD50,” court
documents said.

When the two met
with the AND agents,
they were immediately

arrested, court papers
added.

Upon searching the
defendants, court pa-
pers said, AND per-
sonnel found “a small
quantity of illegal nar-
cotics in their posses-
sion, including Crystal
meth, Captagon pills
and Hashish”.

The law enforcement
officers also found a
cell phone with one

of the defendants that
contained “incriminat-
ing chats with various
individuals related
to illicit drug sales
in the local market,”
according to court
documents.

The defendants con-
tested the SSC’s ruling
through their lawyer,
who argued that the
court “did not provide
solid evidence to im-

plicate their client”.

Meanwhile, the SSC
prosecution office
asked the higher court
touphold the sentences
and the fines imposed
on the defendants.

The higher court
maintained that the
SSC had followed the
proper procedures in
issuing the sentences
against the defendants.

“It was clear to the

court that the defend-
ants confessed will-
ingly to possessing the
illegal drugs with the
intent to sell in the lo-
cal market,” the higher
court said.

The Court of Cassa-
tion judges were Yassin
Abdullat, Nayef Sama-
rat, Mohammad Kha-
shashneh, Hammad
Ghzawi and Qassem
Dughmi.
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Vehicles drive along the Al Jumhuri Street in central Baghdad on Sunday

Iraq sets September 30 deadline
for pro-Iran groups to disarm

BAGHDAD (AFP) —
Iraqg’s government has
given pro-Iran armed
groups in the country
until September 30 to
disarm, coinciding with
the end of the US-led an-
ti-extremist coalition’s
mission, its spokesman
said on Monday.

The announcement
comes ahead of a visit
to the United States by
new Prime Minister Ali
Al Zaidi, with Washing-
ton exerting pressure
on Baghdad to ensure
the factions turn in
their weapons.

“All the armed groups
have been informed of a
specific date that marks
the end of this issue [of
disarmament]... which
is September 30, which
also marks the end
of the international
coalition’s  presence,”
government spokes-
man Haidar Al Aboudi
said in a weekly press
conference.

“After this date, all
weapons outside the
state framework will
be subject to legal re-
dress,” he added.

Iraq is home to sever-
al powerful Iran-backed
armed factions, which
have seen their politi-
cal and financial clout

increase over the years.

Many emerged in the
wake of the 2003 US-
led invasion of Iraq and
gained further power
and prominence dur-
ing the fight against the
Daesh group from 2014
onwards.

They have long called
for the withdrawal of
American troops de-
ployed within the anti-
extremist coalition, and
they have frequently
hit bases hosting US
troops.

During the Middle
East war, they have in-
tervened in support of
Tehran, targeting US
facilities in Iraq more
than 600 times. They
also hit targets in Gulf
countries.

Washington in turn
launched its own at-
tacks on the factions,
before withholding
cash payments for Iraqi
oil revenues, which are
largely at the Federal
Reserve Bank in New
York under an agree-
ment reached following
the invasion.

In early May, Wash-
ington  pledged to
resume financial trans-
fers toIraqand secu-
rity assistance once
“concrete steps” had

been taken against the
groups.

During a meeting
with European am-
bassadors on Monday,
Zaidi “stressed that
confining arms to the
hands of the state is
not merely a slogan, but
a policy already being
implemented”, accord-
ing to his media office.

“The government re-
mains committed to
this course, particu-
larly as Coalition forces
are scheduled to com-
plete their withdrawal
by September 30,” said
Zaidi, who recently took
office with the blessing
of the United States.

Powerful Iraqi politi-
cians have also called
for a state monopoly on
weapons.

While some armed
groups announced they
will cooperate to hand
over weapons to the
state, others remain
adamant that the issue
should not be discussed
under US pressure.

Iraq has long been
a proxy battleground
for Iran and the United
States, with Baghdad
trying to walk a fine
line between its two
key allies but mutual
enemies.

Lebanon army chief discusses Israel
deal with US military commander

BEIRUT, Lebanon
(AFP) — The Lebanese
army said its chief and
a senior US military
commander discussed
on Monday imple-
menting a US-Leba-
non-Israel agreement
signed last week that
aims to halt hostili-
ties between Israel and
Hizbollah.

Lebanon’s Rodolphe
Haykal received Admi-
ral Brad Cooper, the
commander responsi-
ble for US troops in the
Middle East, with the
discussions address-
ing “the latest develop-
ments in Lebanon and
the region”, a Lebanese
army statement said.

Haykal and Cooper
also discussed “the im-
portance of success-
fully implementing
the security annex of
the framework agree-
ment”, as well as ways
of strengthening fu-
ture cooperation, the
statement added.

On Friday, Leba-
non and Israel, under
US sponsorship, signed
a “trilateral frame-
work” agreement seek-
ing to end hostilities,
after the Iran-backed
Hizbollah drew Leba-
non into the Middle
East war in March
with rocket fire at Isra-
el, triggering Israeli air
strikes and a ground
invasion.

The deal com-
mits Lebanon to re-
storing sovereignty
over  its  territory
through the “verified
disarmament of non-
state armed groups
and dismantlement of
associated infrastruc-
ture”, enabling a pro-
gressive Israeli with-
drawal, according to
the text released by the
State Department.

“The components of
this process will be
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This handout photo released by the Lebanese army press office shows Lebanese army chief Rodolphe Haykal (right) meeting
with Admiral Brad Cooper, the commander of US Central Command, at the Lebanese ministry of defence in Yarze on Monday

detailed in a Security
Annex, developed with
the full support of the
United States,” the text
said, without imme-
diately publishing the
annex.

US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said on
Friday that Wash-
ington would reim-
burse Lebanon's army
for $30 million as it
seeks to “improve the
capability and capac-
ity” of the Lebanese
military.

Washington has long
been a key supporter
of Lebanon’s army.

Hizbollah chief Naim
Qassem has called
the agreement “null
and void” and instead
called for the imple-
mentation of a US-
Iran Memorandum of
Understanding to halt
the regional war that
included Lebanon.

The Israel-Leba-
non talks in Washing-
ton have sought to sep-
arate Lebanon from
the Iran deal.

However, Friday's
agreement came after
a lull in fighting that
followed the US-Iran
Memorandum, which

Tehran insisted should
include Lebanon.

Washington
has long been
a key supporter
of Lebanon’s
army

Hizbollah on Mon-
day said it reserved the

right to self-defence
after several Israeli at-
tacks on southern Leb-
anon the day before,
accusing Israel of a
“blatant violation of
the ceasefire”.

Israeli troops are
operating in a self-de-
clared “security zone”
stretching around 10
kilometres deep in-
side Lebanese territory
along the border.

Lebanese  authori-
ties say Israeli at-
tacks since the war
began on March 2 have
killed more than 4,200
people.

In Sudan’s Kordofan, a key city reels
as paramilitary offen

EL OBEID, Sudan (AFP)
— In a displacement
camp near El-Obeid
in Sudan’s southern
Kordofan region, Ag-
sam Hamad trudges
through searing heat to
fetch murky water from
a distant well, as para-
military forces unleash
their fiercest assault
yet on the strategic city.

“We walk long dis-
tances for this water
and it is undrinkable,”
the 35-year-old mother
of seven told AFP from
the camp on the edge
of E1-Obeid, a key prize
in the three-year war
between the army and
the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF).

“Our situation is very
difficult. We need food
and water.”

El-Obeid, a city of
half a million peo-
ple that hosts nearly
100,000 refugees dis-
placed by violence else-
where, has, in recent
weeks, faced its most
intense RSF attacks yet.

After breaking a pro-
longed siege in Febru-
ary last year, the army
has struggled to stop
the RSF from reimpos-
ing a blockade through
repeated drone strikes
targeting the city, its
infrastructure and the
main highway out.

Recent attacks have
hit the main power sta-
tion and fuel depots,
plunged neighbour-
hoods into darkness
and shut down water
pumps.

With taps dry, resi-
dents now depend on
tanker trucks, wells
and a handful of distri-
bution points, they told
AFP.

The UN has warned
of “substantial” RSF
troop movements
around the city ahead
of a possible ground
assault, raising fears of
a repeat of the atroci-
ties seen in El-Fasher,
the Darfur city which
fell to the RSF last Oc-
tober in an attack the
UN said bore “the hall-
marks of genocide”.

Nohad Eltayeb of the
Armed Conflict Loca-
tion and Event Data
Project (ACLED), a
US-based non-profit,
said that over the past
month troop move-
ments have been ob-
served roughly 60 kil-
ometres north, south
and west of E1-Obeid.

The eastern route to
Kosti, about 300 kilo-
metres from the capital
Khartoum, remains un-
der army control but is
extremely dangerous,
she told AFP.

El-Obeid sits at a
key crossroads linking
army-held areas in cen-

AFP photo
A Sudanese girl reacts while carrying a plastic canister in al-
Rahmaniyah camp for displaced people, near the city of El-
Obeid in the southern Kordofan region, on June 25

tral and eastern Sudan,
including  Khartoum,
with  RSF-controlled
Darfur to the west.

Analysts say captur-
ing it would consoli-
date RSF control over
western Sudan and po-
tentially open the way
for a push towards the
capital.

El-Obeid hosts an in-
fantry division, an air
base, a key oil pipeline
and a major tree gum
market.

“Controlling it is
about power, land and
money,” said analyst
Kholood Khair.

Fighting and tight re-
strictions have all but
cut off access to the
city, making independ-
ent reporting increas-
ingly difficult.

An AFP journalist
captured rare footage
at Al Rahmaniyah camp
showing exhausted
women shuffling under
a punishing sun, jerry-
cans swaying on their
heads after hours spent

waiting for water at a
distant well.

At the camp, near-
ly 200 families are
crammed into fragile
shelters stitched to-
gether from straw, torn
fabric and sheets of
plastic.

Children linger in the
narrow shade cast by
the huts, some too tired
to play, others trail-
ing silently after their
mothers.

“We have nothing.
No water, food or mat-
tresses,” Waseela Mo-
hamed, a 70-year-old
grandmother of seven,
told AFP.

Aid deliveries that
reached the camp
weeks ago have dwin-
dled as services across
the city are repeatedly
hit.

“Humanitarian
groups are doing what
they can, but the needs
are far greater,” said a
volunteer, who asked
not to be named.

Inside El-Obeid,
drones buzz almost
constantly, said Adam
Hussein, using a pseu-
donym for fear of
reprisals.

“We don't know what
is really happening.

Everything is in cri-
sis. Civilians and in-
frastructure are con-
stantly targeted,” he
told AFP.

As he spoke, a drone
crashed nearby, caus-
ing no casualties.

With water prices
doubling, food costs
rising by up to 300
per cent and trans-
port fares also surg-
ing, many residents are
now effectively “sur-
rounded”, said Khair.

sive looms

“Many haven't left
because they can't af-
ford to or don't know
where to go,” she told
AFP.

Mohamed Refaat of
the International Or-
ganisation for Migra-
tion warned the city is
nearing a total siege,
with civilians “soon un-
able to leave or return”.

UN agencies have
suspended access as
security  deteriorates
while needs are out-
pacing pre-positioned
supplies, he told AFP.

Without immediate
aid, Refaat said con-

ditions could “within
weeks” mirror those
seen in  El-Fasher,
where civilians sur-

vived on animal feed
during 18 months un-
der siege.

The UN says more
than 6,000 people were
killed in the first three
days of its fall.

Western countries
have warned of the risk
of similar atrocities if
El-Obeid falls.

A government source
told AFP the army has
tried to slow the RSF

advance, destroying
equipment en route
last week.

A source close to the
RSF accused the army
of using civilians as
“human shields”, ar-
guing they should be
evacuated.

While the city's de-
mographics differ
from El Fasher, where
violence fell on ethnic
lines, ACLED's Eltayeb
said civilians “could
still face looting, sexu-
al violence and attacks
on those accused of
supporting the army”.

Israeli forces kill
Palestinian teen in West Bank

RAMALLAH, Palestin-
ian Territories (AFP)
— Israeli forces fatal-
ly shot a 15-year-old
Palestinian  teenager
during a raid in the
occupied West Bank
on Monday, the Pales-
tinian health ministry
said, as violence surg-
es in the Israeli-occu-
pied territory.

“The child Amir Ah-
mad Jawad Jaber, 15
years old, was mar-
tyred after being shot
in the head and once
in the chest by occu-
pation soldiers during
their raid in the Umm
Al Sharayit neighbour-
hood in Al Bireh” near
the West Bank city
of Ramallah, the min-
istry said.

There was no imme-
diate response from
the Israeli military
when asked by AFP
about the incident.

The Palestinian Red
Crescent had earlier
said its teams were
transporting to hos-
pital and trying to re-
suscitate a 15-year-old

who was shot in the
head with live ammu-
nition during a raid in
the Umm Al Sharayit
area.

‘Today, we
witnessed

a clear-cut
execution in
broad daylight’

Dozens of mourners
gathered at the Pales-
tine Medical Complex
as grieving relatives
wept over the teenag-
er's body.

“Today, we witnessed
a clear-cut execution
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Relatives mourn the death of Amir Ahmad Jawad Jaber, a Palestinian teenager who was killed
during an Israeli raid, at a hospital in Ramallah, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank on Monday

in broad daylight,” Lai-
la Ghannam, governor
of Ramallah and Al Bi-
reh, told AFP.

“This is a disgrace
to all institutions who
claim to uphold de-
mocracy and human
rights.

When it comes to our
cause, they see noth-
ing. They allow this
occupation to escalate
its campaign of terror
every single day — not
only across Palestine,
but throughout the en-
tire region.”

Since the start of
the Gaza war in Octo-
ber 2023, violence has
escalated in the West
Bank, which Israel has
occupied since 1967.

Israeli soldiers or
settlers have killed at
least 1,085 Palestin-
ians in the West Bank
since October 2023,
including both mili-
tants and civilians, ac-
cording to an AFP tally
based on Palestinian
health ministry data,
which says 71 people
were killed in 2026.
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Minister of Youth Raed Adwan on Monday inaugurates the 2026 Hussein Camps for Work and
Construction with the participation of more than 32,000 young people across the Kingdom

Youth Ministry launches
2026 Hussein Camps

AMMAN (JT) — Depu-
tising for HRH Crown
Prince Hussein, Minis-
ter of Youth Raed Ad-
wan on Monday inaugu-
rated the 2026 Hussein
Camps for Work and
Construction, under the
theme “Independence
80", with the participa-
tion of more than 32,000
young people across the
Kingdom.

The opening ceremo-
ny, held at Qadisiyah
Youth Camp, marked
the inauguration of
the Adventure Field at
Qadisiyah Youth Camp,
featuring obstacle and
challenge courses de-
signed to  enhance
participants’ physical
fitness, leadership abili-
ties and self-confidence.

During the visit, Ad-
wan toured a number of
activity stations, includ-
ing taekwondo, box-
ing, self-defence, first
aid and scout camping,

where he met partici-
pants and observed the
training programmes,
the Jordan News Agen-
cy, Petra, reported.

The camps aim to
strengthen the values
of citizenship, belong-
ing and loyalty, promote
volunteerism and equip
young people with prac-
tical, leadership and
digital skills while fos-
tering creativity, innova-
tion and active commu-
nity engagement during
the summer holiday.

Running from June
27 to August 27, the
programme comprises
978 day and residential
camps targeting young
people aged 12 to 30.The
camps are organised in
partnership with gov-
ernment  institutions,
security agencies, na-
tional and international
organisations, and civil
society groups.

This  year’'s pro-

gramme features a
broad range of activi-
ties, including commu-
nity service, environ-
mental volunteering,
road safety awareness,
scouting and guiding,
the Jordanian national
narrative, rescue and
crisis management, mu-
ral painting, entrepre-
neurship, digital skills,
tourism trails, adven-
ture and challenge ac-
tivities, healthy minds

initiatives, peacebuild-
ing and community
partnerships.

For the first time, the
ministry will also organ-
ise a dedicated camp for
young Jordanians living
abroad who are visiting
the Kingdom during the
summer. The initiative
aims to strengthen their
connection to Jordan
and introduce them to
the country’s youth pro-
grammes and develop-
ment initiatives.

Ebola outbreak in DR Congo
spreads to fourth provmce
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KINSHASA (AFP) — A
deadly Ebola outbreak
in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo (DRC)
has spread to a fourth
province, meaning the
country's entire north-
east — home to around
15 million people — is
now affected.

The epidemic has
claimed 360 lives out of
1,274 confirmed cases,
according to figures
from the World Health
Organisation (WHO).

The DRC declared its
17th outbreak of the vi-
ral haemorrhagic fever
on May 15.This time, it is
caused by the Bundibu-
gyo strain, for which
there is no vaccine or
specific treatment.

Clinical trials are set
to begin in the coming
days, according to the
WHO, which has issued
an international alert
over the disease.

The conflict-hit Ituri
province is the epicentre
of the latest outbreak,
reporting 1,165 cases
and 301 deaths, accord-
ing to health authorities.

Scientists and aid
workers say the real
numbers are likely
higher.

Until now, two other
provinces had been af-
fected: North Kivu and
South Kivu.

Twenty cases, includ-
ing two deaths, have also
been reported across the
border in Uganda.

Haut-Uele, bordering
South Sudan and the
Central African Repub-
lic, is now the fourth af-
fected province.

One case was detected
after an infected per-
son travelled from Bu-
nia, Ituri’s capital, into

The epidemic has claimed 360 lives out of 1,274 confirmed cases

Haut-Uele, according to
a source at the National
Institute of Biomedical
Research. That person
has since died, another
health source told AFP.
Authorities are now
trying to trace the chain

of transmission and
identify contacts.
In many cases, the

virus has spread at fu-
nerals, where the highly
infectious bodies of Eb-
ola victims are handled.
For weeks, aid work-
ers, facing mistrust
among local communi-
ties, have struggled to
plan safe burials in af-
fected areas to prevent
contact with the dead.
In the DRC, as in much
of Africa, funerals often
last several days, during
which family and friends
traditionally touch the

body of the deceased.
Health centres have
reported incidents of an-
gry confrontations after
relatives demanded they
hand over the body of
their family member.

Hard to contain

Both Ituri and Haut-
Uele are border regions
with heavy cross-border
movement and trade,
which can speed up the
spread of the virus.

Tturi has faced years
of violence, with mas-
sacres carried out by
local militias and the Al-
lied Democratic Forces
(ADF), which is linked to
the Daesh group.

The ADF has recently
launched incursions into
Haut-Uele, also troubled
by armed groups from

neighbouring countries.

The insecurity makes
it harder to roll out the
health response, which
was already slow to get
off the ground.

Health workers say
the virus may have been
spreading for months
before it was officially
detected, with some sus-
pected cases dating back
to January.

Although efforts have
been stepped up in re-
cent weeks, healthcare
systems in the regions
remain weak.

Facilities often lack
even basic supplies such
as protective equipment
and disinfectants.

Ebola treatment cen-
tres, set up with sup-
port from the WHO and
aid groups, are already
overwhelmed.
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According to the Na-
tional Public Health In-
stitute, they are operat-
ing at more than 138 per
cent capacity.

The outbreak has also
hit medical staff, with 78
health workers infected
while 18 have died so far.

Experts say the out-
break has mnot vyet
reached its peak, even
more than six weeks
in, and warn the crisis
could last up to a year.

Ebola, which spreads
through contact with
bodily fluids, has killed
more than 15,000 people
in Africa over the past 50
years.

The deadliest out-
break in the DRC came
between 2018 and 2020,
when nearly 2,300 peo-
ple died out of 3,500
cases.

Europe’s deadly heatwave scorches eastern flank, takes aim at Ukraine

PARIS, France (AFP) —
The most severe heat-
wave ever recorded in
Europe roasted central
and eastern parts of the
continent on Monday
and began to creep over
Ukraine, which scram-
bled to prepare its war-
ravaged power grid for
the shock of scorching
heat.

The heatwave first
smothered western Eu-
rope last week, sending
mercury to record highs
and straining hospitals,
transport networks and
power grids on a conti-
nent where infrastruc-
ture was not built to
withstand the punishing
temperatures and where
air conditioning is not
widespread.

More than 1,300 ex-
cess deaths were re-
corded in Europe since
June 21, according to
the UN health agency,
including several small
children who died in
locked cars and youths
who drowned as they
sought relief from the
infernal temperatures in
unsupervised swimming

spots.
France reported at
least 74  drowning

deaths since June 18 and
Poland said 17 drowned
on Sunday alone.

“I'm doing the same
thing as everyone , try-
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People walk past the Royal Castle reflected in the pond on Warsaw’s Old Town as thermometers
show record temperatures during a heatwave that has reached Poland on Sunday

ing to stay in the shade
and drink a lot of water,”
Susanne, a Vienna resi-
dent, told AFP on a bank
of a river near the Aus-
trian capital.

“I just hope that the
politicians will under-
stand the situation and
will begin to set a course
in the right direction,”
she said.

On Monday, the Bal-
kans braced for tem-
peratures of up to 40°C,
with  firefighters in
Bosnia battling blazes
sparked during the heat.

At least 130 million
people in Europe were
expected to swelter
through temperatures
of more than 35°C, down

from 190 million on Sun-
day according to an AFP
analysis.

This heatwave is the
most severe ever record-
ed in Europe, and would
have been “virtually im-
possible” this early in
the summer without cli-
mate change, the World
Weather Attribution
group of scientists said.

All-time temperature
records have been bro-
ken in Germany, Poland
and the Czech Republic,
as well as for the month
of June in the UK and in
Switzerland.

New shock for Ukraine

Ukraine on Monday was

preparing to absorb the
blow from Nature on its
energy network, already
pummelled by Russian
attacks over more than
four years of war.

Grid operators in at
least five regions , from
Ivano-Frankivsk in the
west to Zaporizhzhia
on the front line in the
south , announced tem-
porary restrictions on
energy usage would be
in force during parts of
Tuesday.

The state weather
service said the coun-
try would face “intense
heat”, with temperatures
of 35°C-38°C expected on
Monday.

“The heat is also a

serious test for equip-
ment that has been op-
erating under wartime
conditions for more
than four years and has
withstood numerous at-
tacks,” Sergii Kovalenko,
CEO of the Yasno energy
company said over the
weekend.

He said that summer
was the peak period for
repairing the energy net-
work, battered through
the winter by repeat
Russian attacks, mean-
ing the grid was already
“operating at the limit of
its capabilities”.

Record temperatures

Over the weekend, the
heat scorched the Czech
Republic, Germany
and Poland, with the
countries setting new
temperature records
of 41.9°C, 41.7°C and
40.5°C, respectively.

The Berlin police used
water cannons to help
residents of the capital
cool off for a second day
running Sunday , this
time at the Olympia ven-
ue where singer Bruno
Mars was performing.

With  temperatures
cooling in France, the
national weather service
said on Sunday evening
it was already anticipat-
ing the possibility of an-
other heatwave in July.

Trump says Iran meeting to take place in Qatar

Continued from page 1

Iran insists ships
transiting the strait pass
through a corridor near
its own shores.

How the memoran-
dum is to be implement-
ed remains unclear, with
the issue of de-mining
sparking Iranian dis-
pleasure on Monday.

In a joint statement
following a meeting be-
tween French President
Emanuel Macron and
Omani Sultan Haitham
bin Tariq, Paris and
Muscat said they would

conduct “joint de-mining
operations”.

In response, Ghariba-
badi insisted on X that
under the agreement
only Iran was to conduct
de-mining efforts and
“no other country”.

“The situation is sen-
sitive and complex. We
strongly advise France
not to complicate it fur-
ther with its provoca-
tions,” he wrote.

Traffic slowed over the
weekend after a vessel
was struck while tran-
siting the waterway on
Saturday, with 29 com-

modity wvessels cross-
ing on Saturday and 12
transiting on Sunday, ac-
cording to data from the
maritime tracking firm

Kpler.
No vessels used
a southern corridor

through Omani waters
according to data from
Kpler, while AXSMa-
rine found that 44 ves-
sels had stopped pub-
licly transmitting their
position.

‘Hegemonic dreams’

The published text of

the memorandum of un-
derstanding says Iran
will define the future
administration of the
strait in dialogue with
Oman and the other
Gulf States, but “in line”
with international law.

Iran’'s Revolution-
ary Guards said they
were taking measures
to control traffic in the
strait and that vessels
violating those meas-
ures would be dealt
with more firmly than
before.

Mohammad  Mokh-
ber, adviser to Iran's

supreme leader, wrote
on X that as long as
Iran managed the
strait, Washington’s
“hegemonic dreams in
the region will not be
realised”.

Experts said there
would likely be more
Hormuz incidents.

For Iran,“a drawn-out
negotiation accompa-
nied by controlled pres-
sure in the strait can
work to its advantage”,
said HA Hellyer of the
Royal United Services
Institute, a London
think tank.

Jordan condemns Israeli

aggression on Syria

Continued from page 1

Ministry spokesper-
son Fuad Majali said
that repeated Israeli
attacks and measures
targeting Syria's secu-
rity and stability must
stop, warning that they
constitute a violation
of the UN Charter and
Israel’s obligations
under the 1974 Disen-
gagement Agreement,

and represent a “dan-
gerous” escalation that
will only lead to fur-
ther conflict and ten-
sion in the region.
Majali reiterated
Jordan’s “firm sup-
port” for Syria’s recon-
struction on founda-
tions that preserve its
unity, sovereignty, se-
curity, stability, terri-
torial integrity and the
rights of all Syrians.

He also called on the
international commu-
nity to assume its legal
and moral responsi-
bilities, compel Israel
to halt its “provocative
and illegitimate” at-
tacks on Syria, end its
occupation of parts
of Syrian territory,
and respect interna-
tional law, relevant UN
resolutions and state
sovereignty.

Social Development Ministry unveils national
plan to combat violence against women, children

Continued from page 1

The minister added
that the plan trans-
lates national priori-
ties into measurable
actions through clear
performance indica-
tors and monitoring
and evaluation mecha-
nisms to ensure effec-
tive  implementation
and accountability.

She also highlighted
the importance of pre-
vention through com-
munity awareness, life
skills programmes,
and family and com-
munity empowerment,
alongside expanding
access to integrated
services providing so-
cial, psychological,
health and legal sup-
port under one roof.

NCFA Secretary-
General Mohammad
Maqgdadi said that

the plan represents a
shift towards a uni-
fied national protec-
tion system based on
an evidence-driven
methodology and co-
ordinated institutional
response.

He said that violence
is a structural issue
linked to poverty, so-
cial norms and gaps
in early intervention,
stressing that the new
framework focuses on

prevention as well as
response and aims to
address root causes
rather than isolated
cases.

The planis
expected to
guide national
efforts over the
next five years...

UNFPA Jordan Coun-
try Representative
Himyar Abdulmoghni
said the plan provides
a unified framework to
guide national efforts
on violence prevention
and strengthen coordi-
nation across sectors,
describing violence

against women and
girls as a development
issue with Dbroader
social and economic
impacts.

He added that in-
vesting in prevention
should be viewed as
a long-term invest-
ment in development,
rather than a fiscal
burden, given its im-
pact on health, justice
and social protection
systems.

UNICEF Representa-
tive to Jordan Marc
Rubin said the frame-
work brings together
coordinated systems,
sustained investment
and action at all levels
to improve protection
outcomes for children
and families.

He added that the
effectiveness of the
plan will depend on
implementation, coor-
dination and sustained
institutional commit-
ment, alongside ad-
equate resources.

The plan is expected
to guide national ef-
forts over the next five
years to strengthen
prevention mecha-
nisms and ensure more
efficient and equitable
delivery of protec-
tion services across
Jordan, according to
officials.
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The right way to tackle
developing countries’
cancer Crisis

By Thompson Ayodele

ten a death sentence. Nearly 130,000 Nigeri-

ans receive one each year and nearly 80,000
die of the disease. An average of 33 women per day
in Nigeria are infected with cervical cancer, and 22
women per day die from it. The problem is not that
interventions do not exist, but that Nigerians — and
developing-economy patients more broadly — lack
access to them.

Breakthroughs in cancer treatment, especially
immunotherapy, have drastically reduced the dis-
ease’s mortality in recent decades. A mere genera-
tion ago, the idea that the immune system could be
trained to fight cancer sounded like science fiction.
Today, it represents the most promising front in
cancer research, with more than 30 immunothera-
pies, treating 25 different forms of cancer, now ap-
proved by the US Food and Drug Administration.

The results speak for themselves. Patients with
advanced melanoma were once expected to survive a
mere 16 weeks. But, thanks to immunotherapy, they
now have a one in three chance of living a decade
or longer. Likewise, for some lung cancer patients,
prognoses that were once measured in months are
now measured in years.

But Nigerian patients rarely have access to im-
munotherapies or other innovative treatments.
Even at major hospitals in Lagos and Abuja, doctors
routinely find themselves unable to prescribe what
they know could help their patients. So, while can-
cer patients in rich countries live longer than ever,
Nigerians — like patients in many developing coun-
tries — continue to die.

Some believe that the best way to close this gap
is to weaken intellectual-property protections for
medical innovations and force drug makers to give
away their treatments at little or no cost. They ar-
gue that patent rules and high prices create unfair
barriers to healthcare. But this well-intentioned ar-
gument overlooks an inescapable reality: Without
strong incentives for innovation, advanced treat-
ments like immunotherapy would not exist at all.

The development of new cancer therapies re-
quires immense investment and carries staggering
risk. Since most new prospective drugs never suc-
ceed, the few that do must make up for the costs
of the failures. Nigeria, like many developing coun-
tries, does not yet have the economic or scientific
infrastructure required to develop its own cancer
breakthroughs at scale, so it remains dependent
on discoveries made in countries like the United
States. If we dismantle the system that rewards
their innovative activities in the name of faster ac-
cess, progress will slow, and future patients in rich
and poor countries alike will suffer as a result.

Patents expire, and when they do, low-cost gener-
ic versions emerge. In the meantime, several phar-
maceutical companies and NGOs have launched
initiatives designed to expand access to medicines
in developing countries. The system might not be
perfect, but at least it allows the breakthroughs to
keep coming.

In any case, the biggest barriers to access to ac-
curate cancer diagnosis and effective treatment
in developing countries are not patents at all, but
regulatory delays, weak healthcare infrastructure
and poverty. Instead of attempting to dismantle in-
centives for innovation, governments should work
on reducing bureaucratic red tape, speeding up
approvals for imported medicines, and expanding
healthcare infrastructure and capacity, which is in
particularly short supply in rural areas.

Policymakers should also take action to improve
overall living standards. Expanding trade and liber-
alising markets are among the most effective ways
for developing countries to boost economic growth
and dynamism. Faster growth, in turn, would ena-
ble higher investment in infrastructure and health-
care, while creating job opportunities that increase
household incomes.

When lifesaving medicines are out of reach, calls
for quick solutions are understandable. But a short-
sighted approach risks turning today's tragedy into
tomorrow’s catastrophe. Weakening the incentives
that underpin medical innovation will slow the
pace of progress. And it is progress that is essen-
tial to prevent a cancer diagnosis from becoming a
death sentence.

LAGOS — In Nigeria, a cancer diagnosis is of-

Thompson Ayodele is a senior research fellow at the
Initiative for Public Policy Analysis, a public-policy think tank
based in Lagos, Nigeria. Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2026.
www.project syndicate.org

Economic impact assessment
and better public policy

By Raad Mahmoud Al-Tal

s part of its ongoing ef-
Aforts to strengthen pub-
lic administration and
enhance the quality of deci-
sion making in the public sec-
tor, the Jordanian Academy for
Public Administration is de-
livering a specialised training
programme titled “Economic
Impact Assessment”. The pro-
gramme targets senior public
sector officials and aims to
promote a culture of evidence-
based policymaking while
equipping government leaders
with the economic tools needed
to design public policies, eval-
uate alternative policy options,
and assess their outcomes be-
fore and after implementation.
This comprehensive train-
ing programme comes at a
time when governments face
increasing challenges, includ-
ing limited public resources,
rising costs of public services
and rapidly changing econom-
ic conditions. These challenges
make it essential for govern-
ment decisions to be ground-
ed in a systematic economic
analysis that ensures the high-
est possible return from every
public dinar spent.

The era in which public
policies were judged solely
by the size of government ex-
penditure or the number of
beneficiaries has come to an
end. Modern governments in-
creasingly evaluate policies
according to their economic
and social impact, their ability
to improve citizens’ welfare,
stimulate economic growth
and enhance the efficiency of
public resource allocation.
Economic Impact Assessment
has therefore emerged as one
of the most important tools
of modern public administra-
tion, enabling policymakers to
answer the most fundamental
question in policy design: Does
this policy justify the resourc-
es allocated to it and are there
alternative options capable of
delivering better outcomes?

The Economic Impact As-
sessment methodology goes
far beyond simply determin-
ing whether a policy succeeds

European heatwave’s unli

or fails. Instead, it follows
a comprehensive analytical
framework that begins with
diagnosing the economic prob-
lem and defining the objectives
of government intervention. It
then examines how policy ef-
fects are transmitted through-
out the economy, distinguishes
between direct and indirect
impacts as well as positive and
negative consequences, and
identifies both the beneficiar-
ies of the policy and those who
may bear part of its costs.

The era in which
public policies were
judged solely by the
size of government
expenditure or

the number of
beneficiaries has come
toanend

Cost-Benefit Analysis repre-
sents one of the core compo-
nents of this methodology. It
systematically compares the
expected economic and social
benefits with the costs borne
by both the government and
the economy, thereby provid-
ing an objective basis for as-
sessing the economic viability
of public interventions. The
methodology also incorpo-
rates Sensitivity Analysis and
Scenario Analysis to evaluate
the robustness of policy de-
cisions under changing eco-

nomic assumptions, including
variations in economic growth,
inflation, interest rates, or ex-
pected demand. A sound public
policy is not one that performs
well only under ideal circum-
stances, but one that remains
effective under uncertainty
and changing conditions.

In addition, the programme
examines how the effects of
government decisions spread
across different sectors of the
economy. Government expendi-
ture or investment in a partic-
ular sector does not affect that
sector alone; rather, its effects
extend to production, services,
labour markets, household in-
come and consumption. Under-
standing these transmission
mechanisms allows policy-
makers to estimate the overall
economic impact more accu-
rately than relying solely on
direct effects.

The evaluation process also
extends beyond identifying the
most economically efficient
policy. It includes compar-
ing alternative policy options
using multiple criteria such
as cost, expected impact, im-
plementation speed, risk and
equity, ultimately leading to
evidence-based policy recom-
mendations for decision mak-
ers.

An equally important compo-
nent of the methodology is the
establishment of a monitor-
ing and evaluation framework
after implementation. This
framework relies on measur-
able performance indicators
and compares actual outcomes
with those anticipated during
the policy design stage. Such
an approach enables govern-
ments to refine policies, ex-
pand successful initiatives and
address shortcomings where
necessary. Economic Impact
Assessment is therefore not a
one-time exercise but a con-
tinuous process that accompa-
nies public policy throughout
its entire life cycle.

Integrating Economic Impact
Assessment into government
institutions represents a sig-
nificant advancement in public
administration. It transforms
policymaking from reliance

-

ely

on individual judgment into a
systematic process based on
scientific analysis and quanti-
tative evidence. Furthermore,
it contributes to improving the
efficiency of public expendi-
ture, strengthening transpar-
ency and accountability, en-
hancing the quality of public
services, and directing scarce
resources toward programmes
that generate the greatest con-
tribution to economic growth
and sustainable development.

The evaluation process
also extends beyond
identifying the most
economically efficient

policy

For these reasons, investing
in the capacity of government
institutions to conduct Eco-
nomic Impact Assessments is
no longer merely a training ini-
tiative. It has become an insti-
tutional necessity for improv-
ing governance, strengthening
the quality of public policy,
embedding evidence-based de-
cision-making, enhancing gov-
ernment performance, maxim-
ising the economic and social
returns of public policies, and
ultimately achieving more effi-
cient and sustainable develop-
ment.

accomplice: An ocean ‘cold blob’

By Laurent Thomet

Agence France-Presse

PARIS, France — The heatwave
battering Europe may have an
unlikely partner-in-crime: A
patch of cold ocean water south
of Iceland and Greenland that
can influence weather patterns
over the continent.

Often called the “cold blob”,
this swath of water in the North
Atlantic has bucked the global
warming trend, cooling even as
the planet’s temperatures rise
due to human-induced climate
change.

Greenhouse gas
emissions are the
main driver of climate
change, which has
made heatwaves more
frequent and intense

A recent study reinforced
concerns that it could signal
a weakening of a key Atlan-
tic Ocean current system that
helps regulate the planet’s cli-
mate.

A shutdown of this conveyor
belt of ocean currents, known
as Atlantic Meridional Over-
turning Circulation (AMOC),
could potentially lead to harsh-
er winters in northern Europe
in the future, scientists say.

But researchers have also
explored the cold blob’s con-

nection to heatwaves in Eu-
rope, finding that extreme hot
spells have coincided with pe-
riods when these waters west
of Britain were unusually cold.

“A cold Atlantic doesn't nec-
essarily mean a colder Europe,”
Gerard McCarthy, oceanog-
rapher at Ireland's Maynooth
University, told AFP.

“That cold isn't a kind of
a get-out-of-jail-free card in
terms of global warming. Some
of the hot extremes can actual-
ly be exacerbated by this cold
blob in the Atlantic,” McCarthy
said.

Heat dome

Greenhouse gas emissions are the
main driver of climate change,
which has made heatwaves more
frequent and intense.

But several factors have
made Europe the planet’s fast-
est-warming continent, includ-
ing changes in atmospheric
circulation and melting ice.

Studies suggest the cold blob
influences atmospheric circu-
lation by altering the path and
speed of the jet stream that
flows west to east across the
continent.

When cooler and warmer wa-
ters meet, the sharp contrast
changes the air above, making
the jet stream wavier and slow-
er, according to researchers.

These changes can create
conditions for high-pressure
systems that park over Europe,
such as the “heat dome” searing
the continent this week.

Marilena Oltmanns, an ocean
and climate physicist, pointed
to recent data showing a strong
cold anomaly currently present
in the subpolar North Atlantic,
creating a front that “acts like
a guide” for the winds and the
jet stream.

“The jet stream... bends
northward and flows north-
ward around Europe instead of
crossing it. As a result, a heat

dome emerges over Europe,”
Oltmanns told AFP.

Oltmanns, a professor at the
University of Bremen in Ger-
many, led a 2024 study showing
that the melting of Greenland
ice pours freshwater into the
ocean, creating colder surface
waters in the North Atlantic.

“The chain of events, start-
ing from the meltwater and the
North Atlantic cold blob, then
leading to changes in the ocean
and atmospheric circulations,
makes Europe heat up more
quickly than other parts of the
world in summer,” she told AFP.

The AMOC carries
warm tropical waters
to the Northern
Hemisphere, where
they cool, become
denser and sink before
returning southward at
depth

A 2016 study suggested that
cold Atlantic anomalies were a
“common precursor” to major
heatwaves that had hit Europe
since the 1980s.

Another paper published in
2023 ran computer simula-
tions, with and without the
cold blob, to see if the anomaly
had an influence on European
heatwaves.

“With this cold anomaly, we
have longer and more intense
heatwaves in Europe,” that
study’'s lead author Sabine

Bischof, researcher at Germa-
ny's GEOMAR Helmholtz Cen-
tre for Ocean Research XKiel,
told AFP.

‘Very worried’

While worldwide sea surface tem-
peratures have increased by 1°C
on average since 1900, the cold
blob region has cooled by up to
0.9°C, according to a 2019 study.

Research  published last
month sought to settle a sci-
entific debate over whether
the loss of heat from the sea
surface or a weakening AMOC
were behind the cold blob.

“We find that this famous
‘cold blob’ in the northern At-
lantic is caused by ocean cur-
rents bringing less heat into
this region, and not by more
heat lost through the sea sur-
face there,” the study’s lead
author, Stefan Rahmstorf, told
AFP.

The AMOC carries warm
tropical waters to the Northern
Hemisphere, where they cool,
become denser and sink before
returning southward at depth.

Scientists  broadly agree
the AMOC is weakening with
warming, but debate persists
over how fast it could slow and
whether a collapse is possible
this century.

Rahmstorf, head of Earth
system analysis at the Potsdam
Institute for Climate Impact
Research, used to be scepti-
cal about the risk of an AMOC
shutdown.

But he now gives it an over 50
per cent chance of happening.

A shutdown would have dire
consequences: Tougher Eu-
ropean winters, droughts in
South Asia and parts of Africa,
and higher sea levels around
the North Atlantic.

“1 am very worried,”
Rahmstorf said. “The conse-
quences of an AMOC shutdown
would be massive in many
parts of the world.”
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Jordan Chamber of Industry

JCl launches 'Industrialist's
Compass' series

AMMAN (JT) — The
Jordan Chamber of
Industry on Monday
launched a new knowl-
edge series titled "In-
dustrialist's Compass"
aimed at providing
industrial companies
with simplified and
practical analysis of
key global economic,
trade and regulatory
developments.

The series seeks
to outline the impli-
cations of economic
changes on Jordan's
industrial sector, ena-
bling companies to
make prepared and
flexible decisions in a
rapidly changing busi-
ness environment, the
Jordan News Agency,
Petra, reported.

The chamber stated
thatthelaunch, through
its Studies and Policies
Department, aligns
with its role in sup-
porting national indus-
trial competitiveness
and providing special-
ised economic knowl-
edge to industrialists,
particularly amid ac-
celerating global shifts
in international trade,
supply chains, envi-
ronmental regulations,

geopolitical  develop-
ments and technologi-
cal transformation.

It provides practical
recommendations and
actionable steps to help
companies prepare for
changes, seize opportu-
nities and reduce risks.

The first issue ad-
dresses the European
Union Carbon Border
Adjustment Mecha-
nism (CBAM), one of the
"most significant" new
trade-related regula-
tions affecting export-
ers to the European
market or those target-
ing it in the future.

It explains the mech-
anism, covered sectors
and its potential impli-
cations for Jordanian
industry.

The publication out-
lines practical guidance
for early preparation,
including  organising
energy and fuel con-
sumption data linked
to production, identify-
ing emission sources,
engaging early with
European clients to un-
derstand requirements,
and beginning carbon
emissions data collec-
tion and measurement.

It highlights the Eu-

ropean Commission'’s
self-assessment tool to
evaluate exposure to
CBAM requirements.

The chamber said
"Industrial Compass"
will be issued peri-
odically and will cover
priority topics for Jor-
dan's industrial sec-
tor, including global
trade developments,
energy and raw ma-
terial prices, supply
chains, tariffs, interna-
tional regulations, ar-
tificial intelligence and
sustainability.

It added that the se-
ries forms part of ongo-
ing efforts to enhance
knowledge-based serv-
ices for industrial firms
and strengthen their
ability to adapt to glo-
bal  transformations,
supporting export
growth and reinforcing
the competitiveness of
Jordanian industry in
regional and interna-
tional markets.

The JCI urged indus-
trial companies to fol-
low the series and ben-
efit from its content as
a practical tool to un-
derstand global shifts
and turn them into
growth opportunities.

BUSINESS

Jordan's industrial exports rise 9.1% to
record JD2.8b in first four months — JCi

AMMAN (JT) — Jor-
dan's industrial ex-
ports grew by 9.1 per
cent during the first
four months of 2026,
underscoring the sec-
tor's growing com-
petitiveness in global
markets, according to
the Jordan Chamber of
Industry (JCI).

Statistical data ob-
tained by the Jordan
News Agency, Petra,
showed that industrial
exports recorded their
highest value for the
January-April period
in recent years, reach-
ing JD2.808 billion,
up from JD2.574 bil-
lion during the cor-
responding period of
2025.

The JCI said that ex-
port growth across all
industrial sub-sectors,
without exception, re-
flects the resilience
and broad-based ex-
pansion of Jordan's
industrial sector.

The chamber added
that the increase also
demonstrates the ef-
fectiveness of export
support policies and
its efforts to help in-
dustrialists access
new markets, maxim-
ise the benefits of free
trade agreements, and
provide technical and
informational support.

In terms of wvalue,
mining industries re-
corded the largest in-
crease, with exports
rising by JD82 million,
followed by construc-
tion industries at JD58
million and chemical
and cosmetics indus-
tries at JD37 million.

While exports of
leather and garments
increased by JD21 mil-
lion, while therapeutic
industries and medi-
cal supplies recorded
a JD15 million rise.

Exports from the
food, agriculture and

JTfile

Jordan's industrial exports grow by 9.1 per cent during the first four months of 2026, underscoring the sector's growing
competitiveness in global markets, according to the Jordan Chamber of Industry

livestock industries
increased by around
JD8 million, while en-
gineering,  electrical
and information tech-
nology industries grew
by JD5 million.

Plastic and rubber
industries recorded
an increase of JD4
million, followed by
packaging, paper and
office supplies at JD3
million and wood and
furniture industries at
JD1 million.

By destination, Swit-
zerland recorded the
largest increase in the
value of Jordanian in-
dustrial exports, ris-
ing by JD89 million,
followed by China

at JD62 million and
Thailand at JD30 mil-
lion. Exports to Syria
increased by around
JD28 million.

While shipments to
The Netherlands and
Belgium rose by JD24
million and JD12 mil-
lion, respectively, re-
flecting continued di-
versification of export
markets.

By product category,
garments and related
accessories remained
Jordan's leading in-
dustrial export at
JD517 million, fol-
lowed by crude pot-
ash at JD220 million
and pharmaceutical
preparations at JD184

million.
Several export items
recorded exceptional

growth rates, with lu-
bricating oils surging
by 4,085 per cent, or-
ganic chemical prod-
ucts by 938 per cent,
copper and its articles
by 89 per cent and ce-
ment by 84 per cent.
Industrial  exports
accounted for around
95 per cent of the
Kingdom's total na-
tional exports, which
reached JD2.956 bil-
lion during the first
four months of 2026.
Industrial  exports
also covered 43 per
cent of the Kingdom's
total imports, high-

lighting the sector's
strategic role in sup-
porting the national
economy and improv-
ing the trade balance.

The JCI said that
these positive indica-
tors reflect the indus-
trial sector's success
in strengthening its
competitive position,
stressing the impor-
tance of continuing
efforts to diversify
export markets, en-
hance value-added
manufacturing and
maximise the benefits
of free trade agree-
ments to support the
objectives of the Eco-
nomic Modernisation
Vision.

Stocks rise, oil climbs after US-Iran clashes

LONDON (AFP) —
Stocks mostly rose
while oil prices
climbed on Monday
after the United States
and Iran exchanged
fire over the weekend,
underscoring the fra-
gility of their tentative
agreement to end the
war.

While  Washington
said it had agreed with
Iran to halt the attacks
and continue talks, the
strikes again disrupted
shipping through the
vital Strait of Hormuz
over the weekend.

0il prices, which last
week fell to pre-war
levels, rose modestly
on Monday.

"The impact on oil
prices remains rela-

AFP photo

A man walks past an electronic quotation board displaying
the Nikkei 225 stock prices on the Tokyo Stock Exchange
along a street in Tokyo on Monday

tively contained," said
Ipek Ozkardeskaya,
senior  analyst at
Swissquote.

"News that some
key markets have even

turned  oversupplied
thanks to the release
of strategic reserves
and oil tankers quietly
making their way out
of Hormuz has certain-

ly helped investors re-
act more moderately to
the latest escalation,”
she added.

But Trade Nation
analyst David Morri-
son noted that it ap-
pears that Tehran still
wants to charge ves-
sels a fee for transiting
the Strait of Hormuz,
which would be ille-
gal under international
law.

"This would be a step
too far for the Trump
administration," he
noted, while the US
president also appears
to be increasingly des-
perate to end the war
and reopen the strait
as US midterm elec-
tions approach.

"The danger is that

he may have to resume
hostilities to have any
chance of getting what
he wants," Morrison
said.

Wall Street opened
higher, with the tech-
heavy Nasdaq Com-
posite adding 0.8 per
cent as trading got un-
derway in New York.

Briefing.com analyst
Patrick O'Hare called it
a "buy-the-dip effort"
after last week's tech-
driven losses.

In Europe, Paris
dipped, London was
trading flat and Frank-
furt edged up in after-
noon deals.

Asian stock markets
fared better with To-
kyo, Hong Kong and
Shanghai all closing

higher.

Investor confidence
remained shaky, how-
ever, after last week
saw markets whipsaw
on growing concerns
about a tech bubble
fuelled by the AI boom.

Tech firms were
again in the spotlight,
with South Korean
chip makers SK hynix
and Samsung extend-
ing last week's sell-
ing and weighing on
Seoul's Kospi index.

South Korea said
Monday that it would
invest nearly $1.2 tril-
lion — equivalent to
more than two-thirds
of its GDP — in a new
chip-building hub and
AI data centres over
several years.

Yet, investors are in-
creasingly  question-
ing whether tech valu-
ations have gone too
far, and when firms
will see a return on
the trillions of dollars
pumped into AL

The tech rally this
year has sent Seoul,
Tokyo and Wall Street's
three main indexes to
record highs, with SK
hynix soaring 300 per
cent in the first six
months of the year.

On the economic
front, investors are
looking ahead to the
release of US jobs data
this week, which could
have a bearing on the
Federal Reserve's mon-
etary policy plans.

The bank has tak-

en a more hawkish
turn amid concerns
over surging inflation
caused by the Iran war.

"Key data releas-
es like payrolls have
grown even more sig-

nificant since Kevin
Warsh has become
chair of the Federal
Reserve," said Kath-

leen Brooks, research
director at XTB trad-
ing group.

"He does not like for-
ward guidance, so vol-
atility around key eco-
nomic releases could
increase," she added.

Eyes will also be on
the European Central
Bank's annual forum
held in Portugal this
week, which Warsh is
expected to attend.

EU, China trade tensions loom over minister visit

BRUSSELS, Belgium (AFP)
— Europe and China
were seeking to gauge on
Monday whether trade
frictions can be resolved
without a fight, as top EU
trade official Maros Se-
fcovic hosts his Chinese
counterpart Wang Wen-
tao in Brussels for day-
long talks.

The European Union
has turned its attention
to China as Brussels frets
over increasing trade
imbalances between the
27-nation bloc and the
Asian powerhouse.

The issue is existential
for the EU.

Brussels fears it will
lose certain industries
entirely if it does not act
against a glut of inexpen-
sive goods made in China
threatening manufactur-
ers in Europe.

Wang's visit comes

less than two weeks af-
ter EU leaders tasked the
European Commission
with tackling the issue
through talks with Bei-
jing — while simultane-
ously preparing beefed-
up defence measures to
protect key sectors.

"Busy agenda, substan-
tive talks, clear purpose,”
Sefcovic posted on X as
he welcomed Wang for "a
packed day of meetings",
culminating with a spe-
cial dinner on Monday
evening.

The EU trade chief was
due to tell the Chinese
minister that the current
imbalances are unsus-
tainable for the EU.

The bloc's trade defi-
cit in goods with China
hit around 360 billion
euros ($410 billion) in
2025, meaning the bloc
imported way more from

the Asian giant than it ex-
ported there.

In turn, Wang will
likely seek to understand
how seriously the EU is
threatening to deploy its
trade defence armoury
against Beijing.

The bloc still hopes to
avoid a trade war with
its second-largest trading
partner for goods alone,
according to the Europe-
an Commission — with
China making clear it will
retaliate against actions
it views as unfair.

Europe insists on the
need for a level playing
field, pointing out that
Chinese firms have an un-
fair advantage because of
massive state subsidies.

The numbers support
Brussels' argument.

Between 2005 and
2024, Chinese companies
received around three

to eight times more gov-
ernment support than
businesses in countries
belonging to the Organi-
sation for Economic Co-
operation and Develop-
ment, which called it "a
conservative estimate".

The EU already has an
arsenal of trade defence
tools it can use to address
the issue.

These include impos-
ing higher tariffs if inves-
tigations prove that com-
panies are selling goods
at unfairly low prices or if
there is state support that
gives an unjust advantage
to the manufacturers.

Brussels could also
set restrictions known
as safeguard measures
— including quotas — if
there is a sudden surge in
imports.

New measures are also
likely on the way.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

4.81 per cent.

per cent.

AMMAN (JT) — Amman Stock Exchange (ASE)
trading value for Monday amounted to JD13.7
million spread over 5.4 million shares that trad-
ed through 4,209 transactions.

The ASE share price index shed 0.5 per cent,
closing at 3844.10 points.

Out of 90 companies whose shares were trad-
ed, the share price of 29 companies rose while
the share price of another 27 declined.

Topping the list of the companies whose shares
gained the most were Jordan Insurance by 6.33
per cent, International Arabian Development and
Investment Trading Company by 5.56 per cent,
Premier Business and Projects Company Ltd. by
5 per cent, Jordan Vegetable Oil Industries by
4.95 per cent and Jordan Petroleum Refinery by

The companies whose shares dropped the
most were Northern Cement Company by 7.1 per
cent, Jordanian Management and Consulting
Company by 4.62 per cent, Philadelphia Interna-
tional Educational Investment Company by 3.44
per cent, Real Estate Development by 3.08 per
cent and Jordan Pipes Manufacturing by 2.70
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Regular Market

OTC Market

Trading Value (JDs) 13,727,048

Trading volume 5,405,493

No. of Transactions 4,209

No. of Securities 90
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© Gainers: 29
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S PO RTS France wary of Sweden side

AT A GLANCE With‘nothing to lose’at World Cup

EAST RUTHERFORD,
TENNIS United States (AFP) —
France coach Didier De-
schamps has warned
his team to be wary of a
Sweden side with “noth-
ing to lose” when the
nations meet in the last
32 of the World Cup on
Tuesday.

“Sweden is not playing
for their survival. Obvi-
ously they will do eve-
rything to win the game,

Pegula slams Vondrousova’s ‘harsh’ dop-
ing ban

LONDON (AFP) — American World No.4 Jessica Peg-
ula has slammed the four-year ban given to former
Wimbledon champion Marketa Vondrousova for
refusing an anti-doping test. Vondrousova did not
submit a sample when notified by a doping control
officer during an out-of-competition test attempt at
her home in December 2025. The 27-year-old Czech,
who won Wimbledon in 2023, claimed “months
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winning the first game
gave us some margin for
error, but now we have
no second chances.”
Deschamps returned
to the France team's
base in Boston on Sat-
urday after missing the

exactly what happened, it seems like there’s a lot of
‘he said, she said’ kind of things going on right now,”
Pegula said. “But I just think for something like that,
for four years, you're ruining someone'’s career over
something that could have really just been a com-
plete misunderstanding. I just don't think that's fair.
I think the sentencing is so harsh.”
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Maiden Kaia century as Zimbabwe con-

trol Bangladesh Test

HARARE, Zimbabwe (AFP) — Innocent Kaia struck
a maiden Test century as Zimbabwe retained a firm
grip on Monday in a one-off international against
Bangladesh in Harare. His 140 runs off 227 balls
propelled the home team to 410 all out on the second
day at Harare Sports Club. Dismissed for 140 in their
first innings on Sunday, Bangladesh were 33-1 at the
close of play to trail by 230 runs. Playing only his fifth
Test innings, 33-year-old right-hand batter Kaia had
scored 172 runs in his previous four knocks at an
average of 43.His impressive stand, which included
17 fours, ended when he tried a flick shot off a Tai-
jul Islam delivery only to edge the ball to Shadman
Islam at silly mid-off. Kaia was not alone in torment-
ing the Bangladeshi bowlers as Wessly Madhevere
(77 not out), Craig Ervine (60) and Brian Bennett (59)

all claimed half centuries

4-1 win against Norway
to fly home to attend his
mother’s funeral.

France came into the
World Cup as one of the
leading contenders to
win the trophy, following
its triumph in 2018 and
defeat on penalties to Ar-
gentina in the 2022 final.

They were impressive
in the group stage, at
least after a shaky first
half in their opening
game against Senegal.

After winning that
match 3-1 in New Jersey,
they eased to a 3-0 vic-
tory over Iraq in a storm-
interrupted contest in
Philadelphia, and then
hammered a second-
string Norway in Boston.

Les Bleus were one
of only three teams to
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Adrien Rabiot #14 of France speaks during a press conference ahead of the FIFA World Cup 2026 Round of 32 match between Group France and Sweden at New
York New Jersey Stadium on Monday in East Rutherford, New Jersey

take the maximum nine
points in the group
stage, along with reign-
ing champions Argenti-
na and co-hosts Mexico.

Their tally of 10 goals
scored was also the joint-
highest in the first round
along with Germany and
The Netherlands.

“We just need to stay
confident, but now we
wipe the slate clean,”
said Deschamps about
the start of the knockout
phase.

“We are confident but
we know that the quality
of the opposition will go
up as well.”

Sweden made it to the

World Cup via the back-
door, finishing bottom of
their qualifying group
but parachuting into the
play-offs thanks to their
performances in the
UEFA Nations League.

A comprehensive 5-1
win over Tunisia and
a draw with Japan, ei-
ther side of a 5-1 loss
to the Dutch, took them
through to this stage as
one of the best third-
placed teams in the
group phase.

Saliba to return?

“They are a good team,
very athletic, but also

with  [Viktor] Gyok-
eres, [Alexander] Isak
and [Anthony] Elanga,
they have lots of qual-
ity in attack,” said Des-
champs.

The only previous
meeting of the teams
at a major tournament
came at Euro 2012, just
before Deschamps took
charge of France.

Sweden won that
group-stage encounter
2-0 in Ukraine with Zla-
tan Ibrahimovic among
the scorers. He is now
working as a World Cup
pundit on US TV net-
work Fox.

Deschamps revealed

Viral bullying videos test Bhutan’s digital transition

By Dechen Wangqdi
Agence France-Presse

THIMPHU, Bhutan — In
the Himalayan kingdom
of Bhutan, which has
long limited outside in-
fluence, viral videos of
school Dbullying have
triggered debate over
social media’s erosion of
traditional values.

Footage of fighting
pupils circulated across
Facebook, X, Reddit and
Telegram in early June,
sparking outrage and
probes by police and ed-
ucation authorities.

Filmed by classmates
as others looked on, the
videos showed second-
ary school girls slapping
and punching another
student to the ground.

Bhutan carefully con-
trols tourism and for-
eign access, and only
introduced  television
and the internet in 1999
under a cautious mod-
ernisation programme
designed to protect its
distinct culture.

At the same time, so-
cial media has become
increasingly = popular,
acting as a bridge to the
outside world for the
population of around
800,000.

For many, this
month's incident felt
at odds with Bhutan's
self-cultivated  image
as a peaceful Buddhist
nation that has sought
to  prioritise  social
wellbeing over mate-
rial growth through its
“Gross National Happi-
ness” philosophy.
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People look at a phone as they sit beside the Buddha Dordenma statue in Bhutan’s capital Thimphu on August 25,2018

The school, Lungten-
zampa Middle Second-
ary School in the capi-
tal Thimphu, said the
situation was being
treated with “the utmost
seriousness”.

Students have been
suspended and the videos
taken down after the in-
cident, which has raised
broader questions about
youth behaviour, digital
responsibility, misinfor-
mation and how technol-
ogy shapes society.

‘Disturbing’

Bhutan's National
Commission for Wom-

en and Children urged
the public not to share
the footage, warning
that it “may cause fur-

ther harm, trauma,
stigmatisation, and
victimisation of the

children concerned”.

For Sangay Dema, a
32-year-old who found
the video on her feed, it
was deeply upsetting.

“As a mother my-
self, T couldn't even
fall asleep at mnight
and images kept flash-
ing in my memory,”
she said. “It was that
disturbing.”

Bhutan has an over-
all Internet penetra-

. DOWNLOAD

tion rate of 88 per cent,
and 485,000 social me-
dia user identities, ac-
cording to analytics
site DataReportal.
There has been no in-
dication that the nation
— where more than
half the population is
under 28 — is consid-
ering banning young
teens from social plat-
forms, a move taken by
an increasing number
of governments.
“Social media has de-
mocratised access to
information, civic par-
ticipation and oppor-
tunities for youth,” said
Tandin Wangmo, head

OURAPP

of the Bhutan Centre
for Media and Democ-
racy, a rights group.

“But it also has the
potential to amplify
outrage, public sham-
ing and hate speech,”
she told AFP. “Every-
body is a judge.”

Dorji Gyeltshen, a
24-year-old content
creator who saw the
footage on Telegram,
said that children with
access to phones and
tablets can be easily
influenced.

“The content we con-
sume has a significant
impact on our lives,”
Gyeltshen said.

‘Becoming bullies
themselves’

Bhutan has embraced
technology in-
cluding hydropower-
backed cryptocurrency
mining — as it seeks
to create jobs and curb
the migration of its
young people to coun-
tries such as Australia.

Yet, its digital trans-

formation has also
brought new social
challenges.

Children in Bhutan
“face new challenges
as the traditional lay-
ers of protection of-
fered by families and
communities are weak-
ened” amid rapid mod-
ernisation, economic
development and in-
creasing urbanisation,
according to the UN
children’s fund.

Six out of 10 chil-
dren in Bhutan have
experienced some form
of physical violence,
Unicef says, using data
from a 2016 govern-
ment study.

“A lot of what we see
now is not new behav-
iour, but things that
were once hidden be-
hind closed doors,”
said company employ-
ee Srijana Giri, 31.

“The kind of online
culture I would like to
see in Bhutan is one
where adults actually
behave like adults —
not acting like judges
or gods trying to punish
others, while becoming
bullies themselves in
the process,” she said.

NO

that Marcus Thuram is
unlikely to be an option
in attack for the game
due to a minor muscle
injury, while veteran
midfielder N'Golo Kante
is a doubt.

William Saliba is ex-
pected to return in cen-
tral defence after rest-
ing against Norway due
to back pain.

Meanwhile,  France
midfielder Adrien Rab-
iot said the squad were
relieved to have Des-
champs back again af-
ter his quick return trip
home.

“It was quite difficult
when he announced to

us the death of his Mum
and said he had to leave.
It was a shock,” admit-
ted Rabiot.

“We are pleased to
have him back. It is not
easy to be mourning
someone in these cir-
cumstances, but I think
he has come back with
a real desire to do well
and go as far as possi-
ble in the competition.”

The winners on Tues-
day will advance to a
last-16 showdown in
Philadelphia on Satur-
day against the win-
ners of Monday's match
between Germany and
Paraguay.
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Movie theaters are
allies for streamers
like us, Apple exec says

LOS ANGELES, United
States (AFP) — Tech gi-
ant Apple views movie
theatres as allies in
its fight to carve out
a space for its plat-
form in the competitive
streaming sector, a top
company executive told
AFP.

The firm, which
launched Apple TV+ in
2019 without any third-
party content, has won
over critics in recent
years, and is so far the
only streaming platform
to win the best picture
Oscar, with “CODA" in
2022.

It also shook up the
box office with “F1: The
Movie”, the high-octane
motor racing drama
starring Brad Pitt, which
grossed $634.1 million
worldwide and earned
the company another
Academy Award this
year, this time for best
sound.

After years of wariness
between movie theaters
and streaming services,
Eddy Cue, the company’s
senior vice president
of services and health,
said Apple is committed
to producing films for
both platforms, allowing
them to play out their
theatrical runs based on
audience demand rather
than adhering to rigid re-
lease windows.

“If a movie like ‘F1’

was on theatrical longer
than 45 days [it was]
because people wanted
to watch it theatrically,
they wanted to watch it
in an IMAX theatre,” he
told AFP

“Theatrical is a great
experience, it's here
to stay, and I think it's
growing.”

While viewers might
initially want to see a
blockbuster on a big
screen, they love the
chance to rewatch it
when it turns up on the
streaming service, now
rebranded as Apple TV.

Cinema and streaming
are “very complementa-
ry. I think they can both
work together”, Cue said.

The company, head-
quartered in California,
is gearing up to produce
a sequel to “F1”, with
Cue saying the plot and
script are currently in
development.

It “was the biggest
sports movie of all time.
It was Brad Pitt's biggest
movie of all time, and
I do think that people
want to see another one”,
he said.

Cue, who has been
credited with revolution-
ising Apple’s services
sector, was recognised
this week as the Enter-
tainment Person of the
Year at the Cannes Lions
International Festival of
Creativity.

#_ Available on the
‘ App Store

>

ANDROID APP ON

Google Play



	JTIMX1001C
	JTIMX1002C
	JTIMX1003C
	JTIMX1004C
	JTIMX1005C
	JTIMX1006C
	JTIMX1007C
	JTIMX1008C

