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The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees says that funding for the operations of
the in Jordan reached $65 million by the end of March 2026, covering 23.2 per cent of the $280

million required

$65m secured for refugees' support in
Jordan amid $215m shortfall — UNHCR

AMMAN (JT) — Fund-
ing for the operations
of the United Nations
High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) in
Jordan reached $65 mil-
lion by the end of March
2026, covering 23.2 per
cent of the $280 million
required, and leaving a
funding gap of $215 mil-
lion, or 76.8 per cent, ac-
cording to the agency’s

latest report.

UNHCR said it pro-
vided about $2 million in
cash assistance during
the first quarter of 2026
to help meet the basic
needs of approximately
13,000 families in host
communities.

The report showed
that between December
8, 2024 and March 31,
2026, around 188,500 reg-

istered refugees returned
to Syria, with the figure
rising to about 190,000
by mid-April 2026.
Return movements
remained relatively low
during Ramadan, with
about 3,900 refugees re-
turning in February and
3,400 in March, compared
with 4,500 in January.

Continued on page 5
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Crown Prince delivers address at graduation
of National Military Service’s first cohort

By Ahmad Khatatneh

AMMAN — HRH Crown
Prince  Hussein on
Wednesday patronised
the graduation ceremony
of the first batch of na-
tional service conscripts
for 2026.

During the ceremony,
held at the National
Military Service training
centre, His Royal High-
ness delivered an ad-
dress emphasising the
importance of mobilis-
ing and investing in the
potential of youth, high-
lighting the role of the
National Military Service
programme in building a
stronger, self-reliant Jor-
dan that keeps pace with
change, according to a
Royal Court statement.

The Crown Prince un-
derscored the impor-
tance of serving Jordan
with honour across all
fields of work, investing
in technology, and com-
mitting to life-long edu-
cation and development
of skills, emphasising
that Jordan's strength
and the unity of its peo-
ple are integral to the
strength of the wider
Arab nation and its
causes.

He highlighted that
the values instilled dur-
ing service, including
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HRH Crown Prince Hussein attends the graduation ceremony of the first cohort of the National Military Service programme for

2026

discipline, cooperation
and commitment, form
the foundation of Jorda-
nian national identity,
noting that “loyalty is not

merely a slogan, but a
duty fulfilled in times of
adversity”.

The Crown Prince
stressed that the region

is undergoing a period of
heightened tensions and
transformation, requir-
ing “awareness, respon-
sibility, = preparedness

and a sense of national
duty that places Jordan
first”.

Continued on page 5

US-Indian investment to build $125m
pipe plant for Water Carrier project

AMMAN (JT) — The Min-
istry of Water and Ir
rigation on Wednesday
announced the establish-
ment of a $125 million
US-Indian investment to
build a metal pipe manu-
facturing facility to sup-
ply the National Water
Carrier Project, alongside
other strategic national
infrastructure projects.
According to ministry
data, the plant will be de-
veloped on a 350 dunnum
plot in the Quweira In-
dustrial Zone, within the
Agaba Special Economic
Zone Authority (ASEZA).
The facility is expected
to produce an average of
500,000 tonnes of metal
pipes annually, serving
both domestic demand
and export markets, in a
move aimed at strength-
ening the Kingdom’s GDP
and improving its trade
balance. It will also man-
ufacture pipes for the Ri-
sha gas project, the min-
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The Ministry of Water and Irrigation on Wednesday says that the plant will be developed on a
350 dunnum plot in the Quweira Industrial Zone

istry said.

The project is expected
to generate around 450
jobs across various en-
gineering and technical
fields, with 95 per cent of
the workforce to be Jor-

danian nationals trained
through an integrat-
ed skills development
programme.

The National Water
Carrier Project, the larg-
est water infrastructure

initiative in Jordan'’s his-
tory, is designed to trans-
port de-salinated water
from Aqaba to Amman
and other governorates
through a 450 kilome-
tre pipeline. Once com-

pleted, it is expected to
secure water supplies for
around 4 million citizens
and provide between 200
and 250 million cubic
metres of treated water
annually for agricultural
use.

The ministry said the
desalination component
will rely on Reverse Os-
mosis technology and
aims to source 30 per
cent of its energy needs
from renewable energy
by 2030.

It added that the par-
ticipating companies
have experience in con-
structing more than 260

de-salination plants
worldwide.

The project, which
falls under the Economic
Modernisation  Vision,

will eventually be fully
transferred to the Minis-
try of Water and Irriga-
tion as a national asset
after the end of the con-
cession period.
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Iranians as hold Iran’s national flags during a rally to show their solidarity and support to
new Iranian supreme leader Ayatollah Mojataba Khamenei in Tehran, on Wednesday

Trump warns Iran better 'get smart
soon' and accept nuclear deal

TEHRAN (AFP) —
President Donald
Trump warned Tehran
on Wednesday that
it should "get smart
soon" and capitulate to
Washington's demands
for tight controls on its

nuclear  programme,
as a US naval block-
ade turned the screws
on Iran's economy.
Pentagon chief Pete
Hegseth was due to
testify before Congress
later in the day, but US

press reports suggest-
ed Trump has already
decided to reject Iran's
latest proposed deal
to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz.

Continued on page 5

Gaza fades from focus as regional war reshapes priorities

Analysts say Gaza has become a secondary file as focus shifts to wider regional conflict

By Mai Anati

AMMAN — Gaza is fad-
ing from the centre of
international attention
as a widening regional
war redirects focus to
security flashpoints,
even as conditions in
the enclave continue to
deteriorate.

UN Assistant Secre-
tary-General Khaled
Khiari has said that es-
calating tensions in re-
cent weeks have divert-
ed attention away from
the occupied Palestin-
ian territories, where
conditions in Gaza and
the West Bank continue
to worsen.

“Escalating tensions

and hostilities have di-
verted attention away
from the occupied Pal-
estinian territories,” he
said.

He warned that civil-
ians remain the primary
victims, while humani-
tarian needs continue to
rise.

The shift comes as
the region faces an ex-
panding confrontation
involving the US, Israel,
Iran and allied actors.

Multiple fronts have
opened, including Leb-
anon, while concerns
over maritime security
and energy stability
have intensified, push-
ing Gaza down the list
of immediate interna-

tional priorities.

Meanwhile, condi-
tions inside Gaza con-
tinue to worsen.

Amjad Shawa, director
of the Palestinian NGOs
Network, has said the
humanitarian situation
is becoming increas-
ingly complex amid
continued targeting of
civilians and expanding
control over large parts
of the territory.

He noted that more
than 61 per cent of
Gaza is now under full
control, while around
800 Palestinians have
been killed since the
announcement of a
ceasefire.

“More than 61 per

cent of Gaza is un-
der full control, while
around 800 Palestinians
have been killed since
the ceasefire,” he said.

Shawa stressed that
restrictions on aid re-
main severe, with the
number of trucks enter-
ing the enclave falling
well below the 600 per
day stipulated under
humanitarian protocols.

He said that the short-
fall ranges between 30
and 50 per cent, affect-
ing both commercial
goods and humanitar-
ian supplies.

“Nearly 90 per cent of
the population now de-
pends on aid, while at
least 1.5 million people
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A Palestinian child looks at paintings at an open-air art exhibition at the Bureij camp for
Palestinian refugees in the central Gaza Strip on Tuesday

have lost their homes,”
he said.

Basic systems are col-
lapsing. Water shortag-
es exceed 80 per cent in

some areas. The health
system is largely non-
functional, with thou-
sands in urgent need
of care. Environmental

conditions are deterio-
rating, with more than 1
million tonnes of waste
accumulating and rais-
ing the risk of disease

outbreaks.

Political analyst Amer
Sabaileh said that the
war has expanded be-
yond Gaza, reducing
its centrality in the
conflict.

“Gaza was the start-
ing point, but it could
not remain the end
point,” he said. “As
the conflict expanded
across multiple fronts,
each new arena shifted
focus away from Gaza.”

He argued that es-
calation towards Iran
has effectively turned
Gaza into a secondary
file within a broader re-
gional confrontation.

Continued on page 5
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The overall unemployment rate in Jordan drops to 16.1 per cent in the fourth quarter of 2025,
marking a decrease of 0.1 percentage points compared with the previous quarter

Unemployment rate in Jordan drops
t0 16.1% per centin Q4 2025 — Do$

AMMAN (JT) — The over-
all unemployment rate in
Jordan (Jordanians and
non-Jordanians) dropped
to 16.1 per cent in the
fourth quarter of 2025,
marking a decrease of 0.1
percentage points com-
pared with the previous
quarter, the Department
of Statistics (DoS) said on

Wednesday.
In a statement to mark
International Labour

Day, observed annually
on May 1, the DoS noted
that the unemployment
rate among males stood
at 13.8 per cent in the
fourth quarter of 2025,
representing a 0.2 per
centage point decrease
from the 13.6 per cent re-
corded in the third quar
ter of 2025.

The female unemploy-
ment rate saw a more
significant decline of two

percentage points during
the same period, reaching
25 per cent in the final
quarter of 2025, the Jor-
dan News Agency, Petra,
reported.

Regarding social secu-
rity coverage, the depart-
ment highlighted a “sub-
stantial” increase in the
number of insured work-
ers over the past two dec-
ades, where the figure
rose from 366,000 in 2000
to 1,599,914 by 2024.

DoS also reviewed the

evolution of monthly
wages in the Kingdom.
The average monthly

wage, which stood at
JD60 in the mid-1970s
and JD211 in the mid-
1990s, reached JD551 in
2023 across both the pub-
lic and private sectors.

In 2023, the aver
age wage for males was
JD563, compared with

JD522 for females.

In the public sector, the
average monthly wage in
2023 reached JD667 (JD-
691for males and JD632
for females), while the av-
erage private sector wage
was JD499, with males
earning an average of
JD517.

DoS underscored Jor-
dan's pioneering role in
regional labour organisa-
tion, noting that the Gen-
eral Federation of Jorda-
nian Trade Unions was
established in 1954.

As a founding mem-
ber of the International
Confederation of Arab
Trade Unions, the Jorda-
nian labour movement
has achieved "significant
progress" over the last
half-century, driven by
national cooperation and
a commitment to sus-
tainable development.

Princess Alia visits PSD,
honours Rangers personnel

AMMAN (JT) — HRH
Princess Alia on
Wednesday visited the
Public Security Directo-
rate (PSD) and met with
its Director Maj. Gen.
Obeidallah Maaytah.

The meeting focused
on the PSD’s efforts
across various sectors,
particularly the role
played by the Royal
Department for Envi-
ronmental  Protection
(Rangers) in safeguard-
ing the environment,
protecting nature, and
enhancing sustainabil-
ity, the Jordan News
Agency, Petra, reported.

Princess Alia com-
mended the PSD’s spe-
cialised efforts, through
Rangers, in environ-
mental monitoring and
wildlife protection.

She highlighted the
department’s work
in protecting endan-
gered migratory birds
and combating poach-
ing and environmental
violations.

Her Royal Highness
also praised the PSD's
role in promoting envi-
ronmental culture and
raising public aware-
ness on the importance
of conservation.

Princess Alia under-
scored the necessity of
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HRH Princess Alia on Wednesday visits the Public Security Directorate and commended its specialised efforts, through Rangers,
in environmental monitoring and wildlife protection

integrating national and
institutional efforts to
address environmental
challenges, noting that
protecting the environ-
ment and wildlife is a
national responsibility
that requires collective
action from both insti-
tutions and individu-
als to preserve natu-
ral heritage for future
generations.

For his part, Maaitah
stressed that the PSD
continues to implement
its environmental and
awareness programmes
through a participatory
approach with various
national institutions.

He added that this
strategy aims to boost
the protection of natu-
ral resources and bio-
diversity, prevent vio-

lations and enforce
environmental laws to
achieve national visions
for conservation.

The PSD director also
referred to additional
measures taken by the
department to monitor
cyberspace for environ-
mental violations and
take mnecessary legal
action.

On the sidelines of

the visit, Princess Alia
honoured several per-
sonnel from Rangers
in recognition of their
distinguished efforts in
protecting the environ-
ment, nature and wild-
life, as well as their ac-
tive role in executing
environmental aware-
ness and monitoring
campaigns across the
Kingdom.

SSCsubscribers exceed
1.65m as coverage, benefits expand

AMMAN (JT) — The So-
cial Security Corpora-
tion (SSC) on Wednes-
day announced that
the number of active
subscribers exceeded
1.655 million, includ-
ing around 1.4 mil-
lion Jordanians and
about 255,000 of other

nationalities.
The corporation
marked International

Labour Day, observed
annually on May 1, by
stressing the need to
ensure social protec-
tion for all workers and
provide a safe working
environment, the Jor-
dan News Agency, Pet-
ra, reported.

SSC said that social
security remains a key
pillar of protection, of-
fering income security
for workers and their
families in cases of old
age, disability, death,
unemployment, mater-
nity and work injuries.

SSC added that the
total number of reti-
rees reached 404,000,
including more than
274,000 active retirees.

The number of active
female retirees stood at
around 66,455.

Beneficiaries  enti-
tled to active pension

ik
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The Social Security Corporation on Wednesday says that the number of active subscribers

exceeded 1.655 million, including around 1.4 million Jordanians

shares reached nearly
175,000, bringing the
total number of active
retirees and benefici-
aries to over 449,000.
The corporation
stressed the need for
all establishments to
register their workers
under the Social Secu-

rity Law for full em-
ployment periods and
actual wages, regard-
less of workforce size,
to ensure workers re-
ceive pension benefit.
On maternity insur-
ance, SSC said that
more than 129,000
cases have Dbenefited,

covering around 88,258
insured women.

SSC added that the
Riaya (care) programme
continues to expand
support for childcare,
either through nurser-
ies or home care, ben-
efiting about 29,500
insured women.

The data showed that
increasing beneficiar-
ies of unemployment
insurance exceeded
355,644, with more
than 1.207 million
disbursements.

SSC  added that
around 582,345 in-
sured individuals ben-
efited from withdraw-
als from their savings
accounts for education
and medical purposes,
with more than 858,000
disbursements.

The corporation also
stressed the impor-
tance of work injury
insurance, noting that
it provides protection
from the first day of
employment.

SSC said that it has
handled more than
534,000 work injury
cases since its estab-
lishment, calling on
employers to com-
ply with occupation-
al safety and health
standards.

SSC urged work-
ers to ensure they are
covered under the So-
cial Security Law and
to contact the unified
call centre 117117 or
the national call centre
065008080 for inquir-
ies and complaints.
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More than 150 tonnes of waste are removed from forests, wooded areas, and public sites in
Jerash Governorate since the beginning of 2026

150 tonnes of waste removed in
Jerash through 75 cleaning campaigns

AMMAN (JT) — More
than 150 tonnes of
waste have been re-
moved from forests,
wooded areas, and
public sites in Jerash
Governorate since the
beginning of 2026, Di-
rector of the Jerash En-
vironmental Protection
Office Mustafa Zyoud
said on Wednesday.

Zyoud noted that over
75 cleaning campaigns
were launched during
this period in coop-
eration with the Royal
Department for Envi-
ronmental  Protection
(Rangers) and stake-
holders, Al Mamlaka TV
reported.

Zyoud's remarks came
during a community-

led cleanup campaign
in Al Sabtah area of Al
Mirad, organised by the
Souf Security Centre in
collaboration with the

Jerash Environment
Office, the local munici-
pality, environmental

activists and the Educa-
tion Directorate.

These efforts led to
the distribution of more
than 150 large contain-
ers (1,110-litre capac-
ity) and 50 trash bins
across picnic spots and
public areas, the direc-
tor said.

He added that
JD20,000 from the
Jerash Governorate

Council’'s budget has
been allocated for the
purchase of additional

containers.

Zyoud said that over
406 fines have been is-
sued for littering under
the 2020 Waste Manage-
ment Framework Law,
referring to the forests
of Al Mirad District as
a high-traffic area for
picnickers, which often
results in significant
waste accumulation.

The director urged
visitors to dispose of
trash responsibly, not-
ing that despite ongoing
cleaning efforts at the
King Talal Dam area, the
site is not designated
for picnicking.

The initiative result-
ed in the collection of
more than 300 bags of
waste.

ARCHAEOLOGY

Ayn Abu Nukhayla study reveals prehistoric social organisation

By Saeb Rawashdeh

AMMAN — Ayn Abu
Nukhayla is located in
Wadi Rum Desert and
it became apparent
that the site provided
an unusual opportunity
for addressing yet ad-
ditional issues, those
having to do with the
social and demographic
aspects of the people of
Ayn Abu Nukhayla.

The discovery of
stratified floors within
many of the pit-house
deposits prompted ex-
pansion of the research
design to include an
effort to trace the de-
mographic, social and
economic organisation
of the site at household
and community scales,
noted Professor Emeri-
tus from The University
of Tulsa Donald Henry.

"Given the mobile
lifestyle of the Abu
Nukhaylans, our re-

search also began to
investigate the nature
of their interactions at
a wider, regional scale.
Here we were interest-
ed in the nature of their
contacts with mneigh-
bouring peoples and
in the question of their
traditional ties," Henry
said.

Pit-house sites are
especially amenable to
defining socioeconom-
ic patterns because of
their clear spatial de-
lineation of behaviours
associated with com-
mensal or household
units, the basic social
and economic elements
of a prehistoric group.

"Moreover, the physi-
cal and geomorphic
contexts of semisubter-
ranean structures cre-
ate sediment traps that
are likely to preserve
intact and stratified
deposits.”

“This, in turn, pro-

vides an opportunity to
not only examine syn-
chronous spatial pat-
terns of socioeconomic
organisation within a
site, but also to explore
diachronic changes
within these patterns in
the context of both the
individual household
and the community,"
Henry elaborated.

From a technical as-
pect, efforts to trace
the socio-economic
organisation of the
site were based upon
examining the spa-
tial contexts of behav-
ioural residuals (e.g.,
chipped stone artefacts,
bones, ground stones,
shells, phytoliths and
so forth) stratigraphi-
cally, as well as across
the house floors of the
structures, the profes-
sor explained.

The study was based
upon data recovered
from proveniences re-

stricted to quarter-me-
ter squares and 10cm
levels within each of
the pit-houses.

While this procedure
provided a detailed
understanding of the
distributions of the be-
havioural residuals left
on the floors of Ayn Abu
Nukhayla, it did not
establish the degree to
which these behaviour-
al residuals actually re-
flected the locations of
activities conducted on
the floors.

Regarding this, ar-
chaeologists have come
to a surprising conclu-
sion. They have found
that the artefacts and
other evidence recov-
ered from house floors
rarely offer an accurate
picture of the behav-
iours associated with
the floors, Henry said.

"This is because of
various formation proc-
esses that act to distort,
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Image of the structures exposed by the excavation in Block |

remove, and replace de
facto refuse assemblag-
es. Those assemblages
connected to specific
domestic activities
undertaken on a floor
may be compromised
and altered to become

secondary refuse as-
semblages composed of
items derived from se-
lective removal or dis-
card," Henry noted.

In studying the con-
textual relationships of
the floor assemblages
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at Ayn Abu Nukhayla,
however, archaeologists
found abundant evi-
dence that the general
rule did not apply and
that the items recov-
ered on the house floors
of Ayn Abu Nukhayla

faithfully traced the
locations of the ac-
tivities that produced
them some 9,500 years
ago, the archaeologist
underlined.

“The research at Ayn
AbuNukhayla provides
a glimpse at a rela-
tively brief slice of time
within the culturally
dynamic interval of the
mid-late PPNB.”

“A short, moist pulse
appears to have trig-
gered a semi-perma-
nent settlement at the
site, but perhaps more
than anything else, the
experiences of the peo-
ple who lived at Ayn
Abu Nukhayla some
9,500 years ago, point
to the importance of
their having access to

alternative = economic
practices in making
opportunistic choices

within a challenging
and climatically fragile
setting," Henry said.
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HRH Crown Prince Hussein attends the graduation ceremony of the first cohort of the National
Military Service programme for 2026

Hassan congratulates National
Service Programme graduates

AMMAN (JT) — Prime
Minister Jafar Hassan
on Wednesday congrat-
ulated graduates of the
National Service Pro-
gramme, who complet-
ed their training during
a ceremony held under
the patronage of HRH
Crown Prince Hussein.

In a post on the
X platform, Hassan
wrote, “From fields of

honour and heroism,
a distinguished group
of our youth gradu-
ated today as part of
the National Service
Programme, in a sol-
emn ceremony patron-
ised by HRH the Crown
Prince.”

He commended the
graduates for reflect-
ing discipline, com-
mitment and a high

national spirit gained
through their service
in the Jordan Armed
Forces—Arab Army.
Hassan added that
the programme will
continue to receive
new batches of young
participants, stressing
that these graduates
represent the backbone
of the nation and its
promising future.

Jordan condemns Israeli violations, calls for
two-state solution at UN Security Council session

AMMAN (JT) — Jor-
dan on Wednesday
renewed its rejection
of illegal Israeli poli-
cies in the occupied
Palestinian territories,
including settlement
expansion, discrimi-
natory legislation, ob-
struction of humani-
tarian aid to the Gaza
Strip and the with-
holding of Palestinian
Authority  clearance
revenues.

Speaking during a
UN Security Council
session on Palestine,
Jordan’s  Permanent
Representative to the
UN Walid Obeidat
condemned violations
affecting the historic
and legal status quo in
Jerusalem.

Obeidat called for
sustained support to
the United Nations Re-
lief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees
(UNRWA), compliance
with Security Council
Resolution 2803, and
renewed efforts to im-
plement the two-state
solution.

The Security Coun-
cil, under the presi-
dency of Bahrain, con-

Jordan’s Permanent Representative to the UN Walid Obeidat

vened to discuss the
situation in the Mid-
dle East, including the
Palestinian issue, and
heard briefings from
UN Assistant Secre-
tary-General Khaled
Khiari and former UK
prime minister Tony
Blair, a member of the
Council for Peace.
Khiari said that es-
calating tensions and
hostilities across the
region in recent weeks
have diverted atten-

tion from develop-
ments in the occupied
Palestinian territo-
ries, where conditions
in Gaza and the West
Bank, including East
Jerusalem, continue to
deteriorate.

He noted that civil-
ians remain the pri-
mary victims of on-
going violence, while
humanitarian needs
on the ground remain
acute.

“It is imperative to

move forward urgent-
ly with planning, not
only for humanitarian
assistance, but also
for early recovery and
reconstruction,” Khiari
said.

On the West Bank,
the UN official warned
that escalating vio-
lence, including wide-
spread settler attacks,
forced displacement,
and the acceleration
of settlement activity,
are threatening entire

communities and un-
dermining prospects
for a viable two-state
solution.

He added that be-
tween March 14 and
April 16, Israeli au-
thorities advanced
plans for 1,080 hous-
ing units in the West
Bank, including 680
units in settlements
in Area C, in addi-
tion to plans for 400
housing units in East
Jerusalem.

Khiari also reported
that 21 Palestinians,
including six children,
were killed by Israeli
forces or settlers dur-
ing the reporting pe-
riod, while 310 others,
including 45 children,
were injured.

According to Israeli
sources, one Israeli
was Kkilled and 11 oth-
ers were injured in at-
tacks carried out by
Palestinians.

He also warned that
conditions in refugee
camps in the north-
ern West Bank remain
concerning, with eco-
nomic conditions con-
tinuing to deteriorate
across the territory.

RJ sees 5% passenger growth, 15% revenue rise

AMMAN (JT) — The
Royal Jordanian (RJ) an-
nounced on Wednesday
its financial results for
the first quarter of 2026,
reporting improved op-
erational performance
indicators despite con-
tinued challenges facing
the aviation sector and
geopolitical conditions
in the region.

According to an RJ
statement, total operat-
ing revenues increased
by 15 per cent, reaching
JD195.5 million, com-
pared with JD169.8 mil-
lion during the same pe-
riod in 2025.

Operating costs in-
creased by 12 per cent,
reaching JD176.5 mil-
lion, compared to
JD157.4 million during
the comparable period.
The company recorded
a net loss of JD13.6 mil-
lion, compared with a

Petra photo

The Royal Jordanian says on Wednesday that total operating
revenues increased by 15 per cent, reaching JD195.5 million,
compared with JD169.8 million during the same period in
2025

Chairman

JD6 million loss in the RJ Vice

first quarter of 2025. and CEO Samer Majali

RJ fleet during the underscored that the
first quarter trans- exceptional conditions
ported around 992,000 witnessed during the
passengers, compared first quarter of the year,

to 944,000 passengers
in 2025, marking a 5

following the outbreak
of war on February 28,

per cent increase, while  negatively impacted
flight hours grew by 19  the company’s financial
per cent. results.

He attributed this
to the continued chal-
lenges facing the avia-
tion sector, noting that
the airline was forced to
reroute a number of its
flights through longer
alternative air corridors
to avoid areas of tension,
which increased flight
durations and operation-
al costs, particularly fuel
consumption and insur-
ance expenses.

Majali said that the
company continues to
operate in a highly com-
plex and rapidly chang-
ing environment dur-
ing the second quarter,
amid a sharp increase
in fuel prices and a de-
cline in passenger num-
bers, which may require
cancelling or merging a
number of flights in line
with demand levels.

He stressed that RJ is
making every effort to

in Q12026

minimise the impact of
these changes on pas-
sengers and apologised
for any delays or sched-
ule adjustments beyond
its control, urging trav-
ellers to follow official
channels for updates.

Majali added that the
company continues to
deal with the crisis with
flexibility and efficiency
to maintain travel opera-
tions and support vital
sectors in Jordan, while
proceeding with its stra-
tegic plan.

RJ recently introduced
two new aircraft into its
fleet to serve medium-
and long-haul routes,
and launched new des-
tinations to Misrata in
Libya, Munich and Ham-
burg in Germany, and
Sharjah in the UAE, in a
move aimed at improving
financial performance in
the coming periods.

TIES

Foreign minister, Somali
counterpart discuss cooperation

AMMAN (JT) — Depu-
ty Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Ayman Safadi on
Wednesday  discussed
with Somali Minister of
Foreign Affairs and In-
ternational Cooperation
Abdisalam Abdi Ali ways
to enhance bilateral ties,
as well as cooperation
within regional and in-
ternational multilateral
frameworks.

During a phone call,
Safadi reiterated Jordan’s
support for the sovereign-
ty and territorial integri-
ty of the Federal Republic
of Somalia, stressing its
firm rejection of any mu-
tual recognition agree-
ment between Israel and

Ayman Safadi

Somaliland, according
to a Foreign Ministry
statement.

He also affirmed the
Kingdom's support for
Somalia’s legitimate in-
stitutions and its com-
mitment to maintaining

Abdisalam Abdi Ali

the country’s stability
and the well-being of its
people.

The two sides also dis-
cussed the repercussions
of regional escalation
and efforts to restore se-
curity and stability.

Photo courtesy of Foreign Ministry

Spanish ambassador presents credentials

AMMAN (JT) — Secre-
tary-General of the For-
eign Ministry Daifallah
Fayez on Wednesday

resident ambassador
of Spain to the Jordan,
according to a Foreign
Ministry statement.

received a copy of the
credentials of Jose
Luis Pardo Cuerdo,
as an accredited and

OPERATION

Army foils drug
smuggling attempt using balloons

AMMAN JT) — The
Eastern Military Zone on
Wednesday foiled an at-
tempt to smuggle a large
quantity of narcotics us-
ing electronically guided
balloons along its front.

Border Guard Units
detected the balloons
through surveillance and
dealt with them, forcing
them to drop their pay-
load inside Jordanian
territory, in coordination
with security agencies
and the Anti-Narcotics
Department..

The seized materials
were referred to the rel-
evant authorities for le-
gal action, according to a
Jordanian Armed Forces-
Arab Army statement.

- Joto
The Eastern Military Zone on Wednesday foils an attempt to

smuggle a large quantity of narcotics using electronically
guided balloons along its front

Social development minister, Maestral
International president discuss cooperation

AMMAN (JT) — Min-
ister of Social Develop-
ment Wafa Bani Mustafa
on Wednesday met with
Philip Goldman, founder
and president of Maes-
tral International, to dis-
cuss bilateral coopera-
tion across various social
programmes.

The meeting was at-
tended by Iman Ismail,
Maestral International’s
regional director for the
Middle East and North
Africa, the Jordan News
Agency, Petra, reported.

During the meeting,
Bani Mustafa highlighted
the ministry’s ongoing
efforts to bolster the so-
cial protection system
through an institutional
and integrated approach
designed to ensure sus-
tainable, positive im-
pacts for target groups,
according to a ministry
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Minister of Social Development Wafa Bani Mustafa on Wednesday meets with Philip Goldman,
founder and president of Maestral International

statement.

The minister outlined
services provided to per-
sons with disabilities,
noting an expansion in
alternative care services,
early intervention pro-
grammes, inclusive day
services and family re-
integration initiatives.

Bani Mustafa also
touched upon econom-
ic empowerment pro-
grammes for underprivi-
leged families.

She emphasised that
these initiatives are
part of an integrated re-
sponse to move families
from aid dependency to-

ward productivity and
employment.

Regarding child and
juvenile welfare, the min-
ister underscored the
ministry’s commitment to
strengthening child pro-
tection and case manage-
ment systems.

"This includes devel-

oping alternative care
policies and enhancing
vocational training, ex-
tracurricular  activities,
and psychosocial sup-
port within juvenile care
centres, alongside capac-

ity-building for social
workers."
The minister com-

mended the organisa-
tion’s contributions and
stressed the importance
of expanding partner
ships in child protection
and family empowerment
to support national efforts
in improving services for
vulnerable populations.

For his part, Goldman
praised the ministry’s
diligent efforts in imple-
menting targeted social
programmes and ex-
pressed his commitment
to furthering future co-
operation in shared social
fields.

Cassation Court upholds over 3-year sentence for drug dealer

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN — The Court
of Cassation has upheld
a September 2023 State
Security Court (SSC) rul-
ing, sentencing a drug
dealer to over three years
in prison after convicting
him of possessing illegal
narcotics in Amman in
March 2022.

The court declared the
defendant guilty of ob-
taining illegal narcotics
with the intent of sell-
ing the drugs to an un-
dercover agent in Marj
Hamam neighbourhood

on March 5.

The SSC handed the
defendant five years in
prison for the offence of
possessing illegal nar-
cotics and ordered him to
pay JD5,000 in fines.

However, the court de-
cided to reduce the fine
to JD3,500 and the pris-
on term to three years
and four months in pris-
on to give the defendant a
second chance at life.

Court documents said
the Anti-Narcotics De-
partment (AND) learnt
the defendant was in
possession of illegal nar-

cotics and sent one of its
agents to pose as a buyer.

“The AND agent got in
touch with the defend-
ant via a mobile applica-
tion and asked him for
a stash of Hashish and
Captagon pills in return
for JD1,250,” court docu-
ments said.

When the two met,
AND agents immediate-
ly arrested the suspect,
court papers added.

Upon searching the
defendant’s home, offic-
ers found additional il-
legal narcotics, including
Hashish and over 1,200

Captagon pills, the court
added.

The defendant con-
tested the SSC's ruling
through his lawyer, who
argued that the court“did
not provide solid evi-
dence to implicate his cli-
ent for drug trafficking”.

The lawyer charged
that his client denied
selling drugs in the local
market.

Meanwhile, the SSC
prosecution office asked
the higher court to up-
hold the sentence and
the fine imposed on the
defendant.

The higher court stated
that the SSC had followed
the proper procedures
in issuing the sentence
imposed against the
defendant.

“It was clear to the
court that the defend-
ant confessed willingly
to possessing the illegal
drugs to sell in the local
market,” the higher court
said.

The Court of Cassation
judges were Mahmoucd
Ebtpush, Majid Azab,
Fawzi Nahar, Ibrahim
Abu Shamma and Mo-
hammad Shreiri.
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Britain’s King Charles lll and Queen Camilla during a ceremony at the National September 11

Memorial on day three of their State Visit to the United States of America, on Wednesday in

New York City

King Charles to visit 9/11
memorial in New York

NEW YORK (AFP) —
King Charles III will
attend a wreath-lay-
ing ceremony at the
9/11 memorial in New
York on Wednesday,
the third day of a state
visit focused on healing
strained ties between
Britain and the United
States.

The four-day US tour,
clouded by tensions
over the Iran war, be-
gan in Washington
with President Donald
Trump warmly greeting
the monarch and his
wife Queen Camilla.

The New York leg will
see the royals meet first
responders and vic-
tims’ families in Man-
hattan as they mark
nearly 25 years since
the terror attacks that
killed nearly 3,000 peo-
ple on September 11,
2001.

“This atrocity was
a defining moment
for America and your
pain and shock were
felt around the whole
world,” Charles told
the US Congress on
Tuesday.

“We stood with you
then. And we stand
with you now in sol-
emn remembrance of a
day that shall never be
forgotten,” he added in
a speech that called for
unity among Western
powers.

Charles, who is pas-
sionate about garden-
ing and the environ-

ment, will then visit
an urban sustainable
farming project pro-
viding mentorship to
young people and tack-
ling hunger.
Meanwhile, Camilla
will celebrate the 100th
birthday of fictional
teddy bear Winnie the
Pooh at the New York
Public Library, where
she is expected to gift
a specially made toy of
the character Roo.
Later, Charles will
mingle with business
leaders, including in-
vestors and entre-
preneurs, at an event
highlighting the trans-
atlantic economic ties.
Trump this month
threatened to backtrack
on a trade agreement
with the UK that limits
the impact of US tariffs,
as he criticised Brit-
ain’s lack of support
over the Iran war.
Charles’s final en-
gagement will celebrate
the work of his youth
charity, The King's
Trust, at a reception
that will also spotlight
British and American
cultural industries.
Security in New York
will be tight for the roy-
al visit, which comes
just days after an al-
leged assassination at-
tempt against Trump
at a Washington press
gala.
The city's leftist May-
or Zohran Mamdani is
not expected to meet

Charles privately but
will join him for the
9/11 ceremony.

British officials will
be pleased so far with
the pomp-filled US wel-
come for Charles and
Camilla, which has in-
cluded a 21-gun salute,
military jet flypast and
a state banquet at the
White House.

Trump, taking a jovi-
al tone, has even joked
about his Scottish-born
mother having a crush
on Charles.

That is in stark con-
trast to his barbs at
Prime Minister Keir
Starmer for failing to
join the war against
Tehran, which had cast
a diplomatic shadow
ahead of the royal visit.

Charles capitalized
on his address to Con-
gress — the first by a
British monarch since
his mother Queen Eliza-
beth IT in 1991 — to pa-
per over those tensions.

“Whatever our dif-
ferences, whatever
disagreements we may
have, we stand united
in our commitment to
uphold democracy,” he
told lawmakers.

Addressing Congress
during celebrations
marking 250 years
since American inde-
pendence from Britain,
Charles stressed how
the two nations’ part-
nership was “born out
of dispute, but no less
strong for it".

Iran war could push 30 m
people into poverty — UN

PARIS, France (AFP)
— The US-Israeli war
on Iran, which has sent
the price of energy and
fertiliser soaring, could
plunge more than 30
million people into
poverty, the head of the
UN Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) said
on Wednesday.

“It's development in
reverse,” Alexander De
Croo told AFP on the
sidelines of a G7 de-
velopment meeting in
Paris.

“It took decades to
build stable societies,
to develop local econo-
mies, and it took only
several weeks of war to
destroy that,” he added.

“We did a study after
six weeks of war and
estimated that even
if the conflict ended
at that point, 32 mil-
lion people would be
pushed into precarity
in 160 countries,” said
De Croo.

The war has led to
closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, through which
a fifth of the world's oil
and liquefied natural
gas flows in peacetime.

Gulf nations are
also important for
many oil products and
feedstocks to make
fertiliser.

A shortage of sup-
plies and high prices
has led to countries in
Africa and Asia impos-
ing a range of meas-
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A motorist rides past a banner with illustrations of Iran’s slain supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and an Iranian flag
installed along the roadside in Tehran on Wednesday

ures that include fuel
rationing and shorten-
ing the work week to
reduce consumption.
Other countries have
reduced fuel taxes to
cushion the impact on
consumers.

The UNDP says the
war will have a pro-
found impact on Sub-
Saharan African coun-
tries as well as certain
countries in Asia such
as Bangladesh and

Cambodia.

Developing island
nations will also be
particularly hard hit.

High “energy costs,
a lack of fertiliser, will
have an enormous im-
pact in the months
to come” on people in
these countries, said De
Croo, a former prime
minister of Belgium.

He also warned of
“political  instability
and a drop in remit-

tances from abroad
because a lot of peo-
ple working in the Gulf
countries send money
home".

To avoid poverty tak-
ing hold, the UNDP es-
timates that around
$6bn “is needed in
subsidies to support
those most vulnerable
to high food and energy
prices”, he added.

De Croo said discus-
sions were already un-

der way within the IMF
and World Bank.

“You can say that 6
billion dollars is a lot
— the war cost 9 bil-
lion dollars per week,”
he added.

The crisis comes as
development aid is at
a historic low, having
dropped by more than
23 per cent last year,
primarily due to cuts
by major donors led by
the United States.

Violence-for-hire taskforce nets nearly 300 arrests— Swedish police

STOCKHOLM (AFP) —
An international police
taskforce led by Swe-
den has resulted in the
arrest of mnearly 300
people linked to organ-
ised crime, Swedish
police and Europol an-
nounced on Wednesday.

Dubbed “Grimm”
and launched in April
2025, the taskforce is
a collaboration be-
tween Sweden, Europol
and 10 European coun-
tries aimed at coun-
tering the surge of
“violence as a service”,
Swedish police said in
a statement, referring

to the online recruit-
ment of individuals
— often minors — to
carry out violent acts.

The phenomenon is
a top concern in Swe-
den, where gangs
have increasingly re-
cruited children un-
der the age of criminal
responsibility.

Under Swedish law,
children under the age
of 15 cannot be pros-
ecuted and fall under
the responsibility of
social services, making
them valuable assets to
the gangs.

“During the first year

of the police operation,
280 individuals were
arrested around the
world while coopera-
tion with tech compa-
nies deepened,” Swed-
ish police said in a
statement.

Public broadcaster
SVT reported that more
than half of those ar-
rested were connected
to Swedish criminal
networks.

A handful of chil-
dren aged 10 to 12 were
among those detained,
it added.

Criminal gangs
in Swedenrely on a

loosely structured sys-
tem of recruitment on
social media and en-
crypted apps to entice
children to join.

‘More needs to happen’

Police have held meet-
ings with Google, Meta,
TikTok and Snapchat
in an effort to curb
recruitment.

“It's a positive devel-
opment. At the same
time, there are plat-
forms that still won't
come to the table. More
needs to happen,” Sme-
dius said.

In a separate state-
ment, Europol said that
its EU Most Wanted
website played a cen-
tral role in tracking
down fugitives and
noted that there were
three suspects linked
to violence-as-a-serv-
ice crime featured on
the platform — two
from Sweden and one
from Germany.

Besides Sweden,
the Grimm taskforce
brings together Bel-
gium, Denmark, France,
Finland, Germany, Ice-
land, The Netherlands,
Norway and Spain.

HEALTHCARE

Germany’s Merz hails health
reform deal as coalition under pressure

BERLIN (AFP) — Ger-
man Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz on Wednes-
day touted planned
reforms of the health
insurance system as
proof that his frac-
tious and increasingly
unpopular coalition
government can still
deliver results.

The Cabinet
alsoon
Wednesday
signed off a
framework
for Germany’s
2027
government
budget...

Merz called the
health reforms —
which were approved
by the Cabinet in Ber-
lin after months of
debate — “one of the
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German Chancellor Friedrich Merz speaks during the German National Maritime Conference in
Emden, northern Germany, on Wednesday

most significant social
welfare reforms of re-
cent decades”.

The conservative
chancellor has come
under growing pres-
sure as he has strug-
gled to deliver on his
promises of sweeping
reforms and a revival
of Germany’s stagnant
economy.

Wednesday's deal
“demonstrates that
this coalition is willing
and able to make deci-

sions”, Merz told re-
porters in Berlin after
the cabinet meeting.
“We can compromise
and we negotiate, even
if things get a little
shaky at times,” Merz
added. “That is simply
part of the process.”
The conservative
chancellor rode to pow-
er on widespread pub-
lic discontent with the
squabbling three-way
coalition of his pred-
ecessor, Olaf Scholz.

But Merz's own pop-
ularity has collapsed
as he approaches the
one-year mark in office,
with a poll released on
Tuesday showing 83
per cent of Germans
are dissatisfied with
Merz's performance.

Tensions have re-
portedly ratcheted up
in recent weeks be-
tween Merz and his
junior coalition part-
ners, the centre-left So-
cial Democrats (SPD),

as Merz's conserva-
tives have pressed for
tough cuts to social
programmes.

Health insurance
expenses have risen
steadily in Germany as
the country ages and
costs for care rise.

“We had to stop this
trend to keep the sys-
tem affordable over-
all,” Merz said on
Wednesday, saying
that a 15-billion-euro
($18 billion) deficit
looms by 2027 without
the reforms.

The Cabinet also on
Wednesday signed off
a framework for Ger-
many's 2027 govern-
ment budget, and Merz
said reforms of the
pension system would
be next.

“I am now looking
confidently  towards
the further reforms
we are planning, the
ones we have set out
to implement,” Merz
declared.

But the chancel-
lor, asked if he could
guarantee that his gov-
ernment would hold
together for its full
four-year term in of-
fice, struck a far more
cautious note.

“Well, nobody can
guarantee anything,”
Merz responded.

Departing US still
owes money, says WHO chief

GENEVA (AFP) — The
United States has still
not paid off its mem-
bership fee arrears at
the World Health Or-
ganisation, the WHO
chief said on Wednes-
day, with Washington's
intention to leave con-
ditional on paying up.

The UN health agen-
cy's Director General
Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus said he hoped
the  United States
would come up with
the money they owe
— a self-imposed con-
dition for quitting the
organisation.

US President Don-
ald Trump, on his first
day back in office in
January 2025, handed
the WHO his country’s
one-year withdrawal
notice.

“In terms of the ar-
rears from the US,
the US withdrawal is
conditioned with two
things,” Tedros told
a press conference
with the UN corre-
spondents’ association
ACANT.

“One is notification
one year in advance,
which is actually met.
And the second is pay-
ing the arrears, so we
hope they will do that
but we haven't received
anything yet.”

The United States
was the biggest con-
tributor to the WHO
budget.

Tedros said there
were “no signals” indi-
cating that Washington
would come up with
the cash.

But he added: “To be
honest, it's not about
the money.

“The issue is health
security needs univer-
sality and the US, by
withdrawing, makes it-
self unsafe and makes
the rest of the world
unsafe. So it’s lose-lose.

“So our focus is not
on the money. The fo-
cus is on helping the
US to understand and

reconsider.
“Where there is a
vacuum, the wvirus

wins. It's as simple as
that.

“It's global coop-
eration and solidar-
ity which is the best
response.”

Though the US flag
no longer flies outside
the WHO headquarters
in Geneva, the WHO's
decision-making body
— the annual assem-
bly of member states
— will decide upon the
US withdrawal when it
meets from May 18-23.

The WHO constitu-
tion does not include a

withdrawal clause.

But the United States
reserved the right to
withdraw  when it
joined the WHO in 1948
— on condition of giv-
ing one year’s notice
and meeting its finan-
cial obligations in full
for that fiscal year.

The notice period has
now expired but Wash-
ington has still not
paid its 2024 or 2025
dues, owing around
$260 million.

The United States
was traditionally the
biggest donor to the
WHO.

In January, as the
notice expired, US Sec-
retary of State Marco
Rubio and US Health
Secretary Robert F.
Kennedy Jr. attacked
the WHO, claiming it
had “tarnished and
trashed everything
that America has done
for it”, with “the insults
to America” continuing
to the end.

“The reverse is true,”
the WHO responded.

Despite the parting
shot from Kennedy, the
US health secretary
still speaks with Te-
dros on a regular basis.

“We keep in touch
every now and then,”
the WHO chief told
reporters.
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Crown Prince delivers address at graduation
of National Military Service’s first cohort

Continued from page 1

Addressing  gradu-
ates, the Crown Prince
urged them to carry
forward the discipline
and values they ac-
quired during service
and apply them in all
fields of life.

Following is the full
text of His Royal High-
ness’s speech:

“In the Name of
God, the Compassion-
ate, the Merciful,

Prayers and peace
be upon our Prophet
Mohammad,

My dear brothers,

Peace, God's mercy
and blessings be upon
you.

I stand among you
today, filled with a
deep sense of pride —
the pride of a soldier
who is the son of a sol-
dier of this nation, and
of a young man raised
in a home that deeply
respects the military
and holds the honour
of service in the high-
est regard.

I grew up witness-
ing love for the mili-
tary in the eyes of His
Majesty; whenever he
speaks of his days in
the army, meets those
with whom he shared
the honour of serv-
ice, or stands amongst
his brothers-in-arms;
those from whom we
have learnt that the
military is not merely
a rank.

It is a spirit of be-
longing to something
greater than the self,
and a legacy of pride
passed down through
deeds, not words. A
legacy built by men
who believed that this
nation deserves to be
served and defended
with their lives, and
who safeguarded it
with utmost valour
and devotion — “Men
who are true to the cov-
enant they made with
God.”

We now stand in a
line of glory fifty years
in the making, dating
back to that moment
when my grandfather
King Hussein, may
God Dbless his soul,
stood before the first
regiment of those who
came before you, say-
ing: “National Military
Service is a declaration
of the utmost loyalty to
the homeland,” empha-
sising that the spirit of
military service is the
foundation upon which
nations are built and
endure.

You will come to re-

alise later that these
three months were nei-
ther a passing phase
nor simply a training
period culminating in a
graduation. They were
an experience that re-
fined the soul, reorder-
ing its priorities and
reminding it of what
truly matters.

In military service,
we learn that loyalty is
not merely a slogan to
be chanted, but a duty
to be fulfilled in times
of adversity. And in the
army’s battlefields, we
learn that Jordan is
the land of freedom,
whose people are com-
passionate and share a
sense of sincere broth-
erhood that stands
firm when the going
gets tough, and knows
no retreat when the
task becomes arduous.

In military service,
we learn respect and
cooperation; we eat to-
gether, train together,
and if one of us falls,
we help each other up.

‘Yes, our values
are firm and
unwavering’

It is in these values
that the foundations of
our nation and the es-
sence of the authentic
and enduring Jorda-
nian character lie.

My dear brothers,

We live today in a
turbulent world and
regional environment;
the balance of power
and alliances are shift-
ing, and the rules and
values that have gov-
erned our global order
for decades are fading
away. We live in a world
defined by technologi-
cal transformations,
which will propel us
towards an unfamiliar
future.

In our region, we are
witnessing a period
of escalation that re-
quires us all to dem-
onstrate awareness,
responsibility, prepar-
edness, and a sense of
national duty. A sense
of national duty that
puts Jordan first; for
when everyone rallies
around a single goal,
the national interest,
and the determina-
tion to move forward
is combined with ac-

tion, our flag continues
to fly high, our unity
is preserved, and our
institutions remain
strong. Jordan's might
and the solidarity of its
people are a source of
strength for our wider
nation and its causes.

This is why it is more
important than ever to
harness the energy of
youth; for this is what
truly shapes the char-
acter of Jordanians,
capitalises on their po-
tential and mobilises
their national spirit.

This is how we serve
Jordan with honour, so
that every workplace
becomes a stronghold,
every institution a
frontline of achieve-
ment, and every citizen
a soldier on the battle-
fields of progress and
prosperity.

Today, in an era of
rapid change, serving
our nation requires us
to adopt a perspective
that keeps pace with
this change.

Yes, our values are
firm and unwaver-
ing, but clinging to the
ways of the past is no
longer an option. We
must not fear change,
for the real danger
lies in stagnation, and
fear has never been a
trait of the Jordanian
people.

Having confidence
in ourselves is not ar-
rogance, but a right
earned through the
trials this nation has
endured. Jordan has
stood firm and over-
come difficult times,
emerging resolute and
united.

My dear brothers,

Our judgement of our
own reality is based
not merely on facts, but
also on our perspective
of them. Many people
view our turbulent situ-
ation and our limited
resources as a heavy
burden. But I see them
as a driving force that
has shaped our national
character; a motivation
that has made people
the core of our strength,
innovation our choice,
and education our most
feasible investment.
We are determined to
achieve much with lit-
tle, and to build a nation
that has gone beyond
mere resilience, to grow
and advance.

We also have the abil-
ity to realise our full
potential. Our goal is a
stronger Jordan; a Jor-
dan that is self-reliant,
that capitalises on the
opportunities offered by
technology, and renews

its commitment to edu-
cation and upskilling,
in order to meet the de-
mands and surprises of
the future.

The values and dis-
cipline you have learnt
over the past period
must form the basis of
all our work in every
field.

We must do what
needs to be done with
honesty and integrity.
And we must make ex-
cellence our standard;
there is no room today
for cutting corners or
half-measures.

This is how we
achieve our objectives.
We may stumble, but
there is no room for re-
treat, backtracking, or
straying from our goal.
For nations are not safe-
guarded by intentions
nor built on wishful
thinking; but through
action and achievement.

Yes, we will succeed.
Not because it is easy,
but because it is neces-
sary, and because it is
our irreversible deci-
sion. We are the ones
who shape our present
and future. We do not
wait for ready-made
solutions, nor for short-
cuts. We do not need a
saviour; the saviour is
you, and those to your
right and left, those in
front of you and behind
you. Hand in hand, we
are shaping our future
together.

My brothers,

Glory belongs to those
who make challenge
their path, patience their
weapon, and determina-
tion their unquenchable
fuel.

This nation was not
built in comfort, nor
preserved through hesi-
tation. It was carried on
the shoulders of strong
men, alongside women
who believed in their
role in progress and
dedication.

You are the strength
and the foundation of
this nation. Because of
you, it stands firm and it
moves forward.

Rest assured that
today you are setting
a precedent that will
be passed on to future
generations.

May Jordan remain
above all else, stead-
fast and proud, with its
army and its people, de-
fying all adversity.

I am proud of
you. May God give
you strength and
determination.
Peace, God's mercy
and blessings be upon
you.”

Upon arrival at the
venue, the Crown
Prince was received by
a number of members
of the Royal Family,
heads of the three au-
thorities, Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Maj. Gen. Yousef Hu-
neiti, Royal Hashemite
Court Chief Yousef Is-
sawi and senior offic-
ers and officials.

The ceremony in-
cluded a parade of the
graduates  marching
in formation, a silent
drill and hand-to-hand
combat demonstra-
tions, reflecting the
high level of physical
fitness, discipline, and
combat skills achieved
during training.

His Royal Highness
presented awards to
the top-performing
graduates in infantry
and combat readiness
during the ceremony.

The three-month
National Service Pro-
gramme provided con-
scripts with intensive,
well-rounded train-
ing, combining a field-
based military track
focused on discipline,
physical fitness and
the use of light weap-
ons, with a theoretical
component  covering
active citizenship, na-
tional awareness, fi-
nancial literacy and la-
bour market readiness.

‘His Royal
Highness
presented
awards to the
top-performing
graduates...

Each year, 6,000
young men would be
selected, divided into
three phases of 2,000
conscripts each, ac-
cording to the Military
Media Directorate.

The initiative builds
on HRH Crown Prince
Hussein's August an-
nouncement to reac-
tivate the National
Service Programme,
describing the effort
as a national step to
prepare and qualify
young people through
military training and
a structured theoreti-
cal curriculum within
the National Service
and Reserve Service
framework.

Trump warns Iran better ‘get smart soon’and accept nuclear deal

Continued from page 1

The news sent oil
prices higher once
again. At around 13:35
GMT, a barrel of Brent
crude for June delivery
was up 5.16 per cent at
$117, its highest level
since the fragile cease-
fire between the United
States and Iran came
into effect on April 8.

According to the Wall
Street Journal, Trump
intends to pursue the
blockade of Iranian
ports until Tehran is
forced to dismantle its
nuclear programme.

“Iran can't get their
act together... They bet-
ter get smart soon,”
Trump posted on his
social media platform,
above a mocked-up
picture of himself tot-
ing a rifle in front of
explosions wrecking a
desert fortress and the
slogan: “No more Mr

Nice Guy.”

Iran has blockaded
the strait — a vital
conduit for oil and gas
shipments from the

Gulf — since the US
and Israel launched
the war two months
ago, sending shock-
waves through the glo-

bal economy. But its
own economy is also
suffering.

On Wednesday,
the Iranian rial fell to
historic lows against
the dollar, while Te-
hran residents speak-
ing to AFP journalists
in Paris reported a
sense of despair.

“Every time in re-
cent years that nego-
tiations have taken
place, the economic
situation of the people
has only gotten worse.
Sanctions have either
started or intensified,”
a 52-year-old archi-
tect told AFP, speak-
ing on condition of
anonymity.

“They go to negotiate
and come back with
even more sanctions,
and the issue is always
nuclear. There's no talk
about people, the econ-
omy, or freedom. Peo-
ple have the right to
not even want to hear
the word ‘negotiation’,”
he said.

‘No trust’

During a White House
state dinner Tuesday,
Trump told Britain's
King Charles IIT and oth-

er guests thatIran has
been “militarily defeat-
ed”, and added: “Charles
agrees with me even
more than I do — we're
never going to let that
opponent have a nuclear
weapon.”

But an Iranian army
spokesman told state
TV on Tuesday that
“we do not consider the
war to be over”, saying
Tehran had “no trust in
America”.

“We have many cards
that we have not yet
used... new tools and
methods of  fight-
ing based on the ex-
periences of the past
two wars, which will
definitely allow wus
to respond to the en-
emy more decisively”
should the fighting
resume, Amir Akramin-
ia said in an interview.

Efforts to end the war
have stalled in recent
days. The latestIra-
nian proposal, passed
along by Pakistan and
studied by Trump ad-
ministration officials
in a meeting Monday,
laid out red lines in-
cluding on nuclear is-
sues and Hormuz, ac-
cording to Iran’s Fars
news agency.

The plan would re-
portedly see Tehran
ease its chokehold on
the strait and Washing-
ton lift its retaliatory
blockade while broad-
er negotiations contin-
ue, including over the
nuclear programme.

Iranian defence min-
istry spokesman Reza
Talaei-Nik said Wash-
ington “must abandon
its illegal and irration-
al demands”.

“The United States is
no longer in a position
to dictate its policy to
independent nations,”
he said, according to
state TV.

Qatar — a US ally
that was hit by Ira-
nian strikes despite
its role as a mediator
— warned of the pos-
sibility of a “frozen
conflict” if a definitive
resolution is not found.

‘Attacks cannot
continue’

Violence has continued
on the war's Lebanese
front, despite a recently
extended ceasefire be-
tween Israel and Hiz-
bollah, the Iran-backed
armed group that drew
Lebanon into the war by

firing rockets at Israel.
Israel responded with
strikes and a ground
invasion.

For the first time
since the ceasefire be-
gan, the Lebanese army
said on Tuesday that
an Israeli strike had
targeted its troops,
wounding two soldiers
in the south. Another
strike on Wednesday
killed a Lebanese sol-
dier, it said.

“Israel must finally
realise that the only
path to security is
through mnegotiations,
but it must first fully
implement the cease-
fire in order to move
on to negotiations,”
Lebanese President
Joseph Aoun said, in
a statement from the
presidency.

“Israeli attacks can-
not continue as they
are,” he said. “We are
now waiting for the
United States to set a
date to begin direct
negotiations.”

A UN-backed report
said Wednesday that
more than 1.2 million
people in Lebanon
were expected to face
acute hunger due to the
latest war.

Kosovo’s parliament during the session on March 5th

Kosovo MPs fail to pick
president, new election looms

PRISTINA (AFP) — Ko-
sovo's deeply divided
MPs failed to elect a
president on Tuesday,
putting the country on
course for a third elec-
tion in just over a year.

“This session marked
the end of this legisla-
ture. The elections will
be called within the con-
stitutional deadline” of
45 days, parliamentary
speaker Albulena Hax-
hiu told the lawmakers.

Despite topping both
of last year's general
elections, Prime Minis-
ter Albin Kurti's centre-
left Vetevendosje Party
has struggled with a
deadlocked parliament
to appoint candidates to
top posts.

It left the Balkan na-
tion without a function-
ing parliament for most
of 2025.

Still, after eventually
clearing that hurdle,
a fierce disagreement
among lawmakers has
left it without a presi-
dent for weeks after
Vjosa Osmani’s five-year
term formally expired
in early April, prompt-
ing her to temporarily
hand over her duties to
Haxhiu.

The assembly, which
has been in permanent

session for the past few
days, ended its meeting
shortly before midnight
on Tuesday, when the
deadline to elect the new
president expired lead-
ing the country to snap
polls.

‘With blockades
we do not help
the institutions
and the state’

The opposition boy-
cotted the session and
only MPs of the ruling
Vetevendosje party and
minorities were present
in the parliamentary
hall.

But, it was not enough
to make a required two-
thirds majority of MPs
to make a quorum and
enable the vote on the
president.

Earlier Tuesday, Kurti
held two extraordinary

) AFP photo

press conferences, urg-
ing the opposition “to
end the blockade” and
attend the session.

“With blockades we
do not help the institu-
tions and the state,” he
stressed.

A general election a
little over a year ago left
Kurti without the ma-
jority needed to form a
government, leading to
months of parliamen-
tary blockade.

Polarised lawmakers
eventually forced a De-
cember snap poll, which
Kurti's party won with
over 51 per cent of the
vote. It secured 57 seats
in the 120-seat assem-
bly, insufficient to gov-
ern alone.

With support from
ethnic minority par-
ties, Kurti looked set for
his third term as prime
minister earlier this
year, but is now eyeing
fresh election campaign.

A time-consuming
process will also post-
pone negotiations
with Serbia —  which
has never recognised
Kosovo's independence
proclaimed in 2008 —
a key criteria for both
countries’ ambitions
to join the European
Union.

$65m secured for refugees’ support in
Jordan amid $215m shortfall — UNHCR

Continued from page 1

UNHCR  attributed
the decline to seasonal
patterns, noting that
many refugees tend to
postpone return plans
until after Ramadan
or during the summer
period, once the school
year concludes.

The agency added
that support for vol-
untary return, includ-
ing cash assistance
and transport services,
continued throughout
the reporting period.
However, demand for
transport  assistance
declined in February
and March, reflecting
reduced return move-

ments due to win-
ter conditions and
Ramadan.

During the same

period, 191 refugees
departed Jordan for
resettlement in third
countries.

UNHCR also facili-
tated the transfer of
more than 1,500 refu-
gees from Zaatari and
Azraq camps in Feb-
ruary and March for
urgent medical care,
including dialysis,
emergency  obstetric
and neonatal services,
and other life-saving
treatments in public
hospitals outside the
camps.

In addition, the agen-
cy conducted around
45,000 interviews with
refugees, both in per-
son and remotely, to
update documentation
and ensure continued
access to essential
services such as educa-

tion and healthcare. It
stressed that registra-
tion and documenta-
tion remain critical for
effective planning and
aid delivery.

During the reporting
period, UNHCR and its
partners provided pro-
tection counselling to
more than 500 refugees
facing heightened risks
and delivered emer-
gency cash assistance
to over 200 vulnerable
families unable to meet
basic needs.

The data also showed
a decline in the number
of registered refugees
and asylum seekers in
Jordan, which fell to
419,950 by the end of
March, compared with
426,931 in February —
a decrease of around
1.64 per cent.

Gaza fades from focus as
regional war reshapes priorities

Continued from page 1

Political analyst Areej
Jabr said the shift in at-
tention reflects deliber-
ate political dynamics.

“The United States
and its allies have re-
directed attention to-
wards other conflict
arenas, allowing devel-
opments in Gaza to con-
tinue with limited scru-
tiny,” she said.

“What is described
as a ceasefire does not
reflect reality on the
ground, where violence

continues away from
global attention,” she
warned.

She added that com-
peting international ap-
proaches, including di-
visions over frameworks
such as the two-state
solution, have weakened
the ability to generate
effective pressure.

At the diplomatic
level, Jordan reiterated
its rejection of Israeli
measures in the occu-
pied territories, includ-
ing settlement expan-
sion and restrictions

on aid to Gaza, while
calling for support to
UNRWA and renewed
efforts towards a two-
state solution.

The developments
highlight a widening
gap between the scale
of the crisis in Gaza and
the level of international
attention it is receiving.

Without renewed po-
litical urgency, the situ-
ation risks slipping fur-
ther, with a deepening
humanitarian crisis and
no clear path to resolu-
tion, Jaber said.
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Tropical forest loss
eases after record
year — researchers

By Delphine Paysant

Agence France-Presse

PARIS, France — The pace of tropical forest
destruction slowed in 2025 after record losses
the year before but remained at worrying levels
equivalent to 11 football fields per minute, re-
searchers said on Wednesday.

The world lost 4.3 million hectares of tropi-
cal primary rainforest last year, down 36 per
cent from 2024, said researchers from the World
Resources Institute (WRI) and the University of
Maryland.

“A drop of this scale in a single year is encour-
aging — it shows what decisive government ac-
tion can achieve,” said Elizabeth Goldman, co-
director of WRI's Global Forest Watch platform.

“But part of the decline reflects a lull after an
extreme fire year,” Goldman said.

The researchers also warned that fires fuelled
by climate change have become a “dangerous
new normal” which threatens to reverse the re-
cent gains made by government efforts to tackle
de-forestation.

The warming El Nino weather phenomenon
is expected to return in the middle of the year,
which could push global temperatures even
higher, raising the threat of heatwaves, droughts
and wildfires.

The researchers, who used satellite data for
their report, noted that last year’s forest loss
was still significant, about the size of Denmark
and 46 per cent higher than a decade ago.

Despite last year’s progress, global forest loss
remains 70 per cent above the level required to
meet the 2030 goal of halting and reversing for-
est loss, the researchers said.

“A good year is a good year, but you need
good years forever if you're going to conserve,
for example, the tropical rainforest,” Matthew
Hansen, director of the GLAD Lab at the Univer-
sity of Maryland, said in a media briefing.

Government policies

Much of last year’s slowdown was due to sharp
declines in Brazil, home to the biggest rainforest
in the world.

Brazil's forest loss, excluding fires, was 41
per cent lower than in 2024, its lowest rate on
record.

“Brazil’s declines are associated with stronger
environmental policies and enforcement since
President Lula took office in 2023,” Goldman
said in a news briefing, referring to Brazilian
leader Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

Lula relaunched an anti-de-forestation action
plan and increased penalties for environmental
crimes, she said.

But the country’s forests are still threatened
by agriculture, which remains the largest driver
of forest loss to make room for soy fields and
cattle ranches.

Some states in the Amazon have passed legis-
lation to weaken environmental protections, the
researchers said.

“Several countries showed that strong policy
action can reduce forest loss quickly,” Goldman
said.

Forest loss in neighbouring Colombia fell 17
per cent, the second lowest year on record since
2016, thanks to government policies and agree-
ments limiting forest clearing.

Government policies also helped to limit for-
est loss in Indonesia, where it increased by 14
per cent but was well below the highs seen a
decade ago.

In Malaysia, government efforts have helped
to stabilise forest loss in the country.

Tropical forest loss remained high in other
parts of the world, including in Bolivia, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Cameroon
and Madagascar, the researchers said.

‘Near-permanent state of emergency’

Global tree cover loss fell by 14 per cent last
year.

While agricultural expansion is still the lead-
ing driver of tree cover loss across the tropics,
fires played a major role worldwide, accounting
for 42 per cent of the destruction.

“For the past three years, fires burned more
than twice as much tree cover as they did two
decades ago,” Goldman said.

While humans cause most fires in the tropics,
climate change is intensifying natural fire cycles
in northern and temperate regions, the research-
ers said.

Canada had its second-worst fire year on
record last year as wildfires tore through 5.3
million hectares of forest.

“Climate change and land clearing have short-
ened the fuse on global forest fires,” Hansen
said. “They are turning seasonal disturbances
into a near-permanent state of emergency.”

Jordanian television: The nation’s
memory and narrative

By Hasan Dajah

n the fifty-eighth an-
Oniversary of the launch

of Jordanian Television,
discussing it is not merely a
recollection of the journey of a
long-established media institu-
tion, but rather a revisiting of
the memory of an entire nation.
Its details and transformations
have been distilled into images
and sounds that have accom-
panied Jordanians generation
after generation, forming an
integral part of their collective
consciousness.

Culturally, Jordanian

television served as a
platform for creativity,
embracing artists

and innovators, and
providing them with
a space to express
their national identity
through drama and
cultural and artistic
programmes...

Since its launch in 1968, Jor-
danian Television has not been
simply a means of transmit-
ting news or broadcasting pro-
grammes, but has become a
mirror reflecting the nation's
progress and a living record of
its political, social, cultural and
scientific history, truly making
it the “Nation’s Archive” and its
visual memory. For decades, it
has contributed to documenting
major transformations and piv-
otal moments, conveying both
the pulse of the street and the
voice of the state, and establish-
ing a cumulative national con-
sciousness that strengthens be-
longing and preserves identity.

Jordanian  television has
played a pivotal role in docu-
menting key moments in the
Kingdom's history, from major
political transformations to re-
form and modernisation initia-
tives, as well as regional events
in which Jordan had a stance
and a role. Through its continu-
ous coverage, it contributed to
shaping a collective national
consciousness, not merely re-
porting events but presenting
them within a context that fos-
ters understanding, deepens be-
longing and brings citizens clos-

The real food crisis: Energy, not

By Bjorn Lomborg

or vyears, climate cam-
Fpaigners have claimed

that our food supply is
under grave threat from climate
change caused by excessive fos-
sil fuel use. Ironically, the war
in the Middle East is highlight-
ing that the much bigger food
challenge for the world is not
having enough access to fossil
fuels.

Today, half of all the calories
we consume are only possible
because they are produced with
artificial fertilisers, overwhelm-
ingly from natural gas. Without
fossil fuels, half the global pop-
ulation would suffer a severe
lack of food.

The conflict in the Middle
East and blocking of the Hor-
muz Strait is not just driving up
global energy prices. Crucially,
a quarter of the world's fertilis-
er normally passes through the
Strait, and the blockade is hold-
ing back much of the fertiliser
that will help grow the food that
will feed the world in the com-
ing year. The UN estimates that
this could drive up fertiliser
prices 15-20 per cent and push
at least another 45 million peo-
ple into acute hunger.

And yet for the last decades,
we've been told ad nauseam that
fossil fuel use driving global
warming was the big challenge
to the world’s food supply. That
claim is almost entirely wrong.

This climate-apocalyptic ar-
gument was only ever given any
attention because we lost sight
of the marvel of one of human-
ity’s greatest achievements in
the modern age: Our ability to
tackle food security.

Over the past 125 years, food
has become dramatically cheap-
er and more abundant, thanks
to soaring productivity and in-

er to decision-making circles.
Herein lies its importance as an
active participant in construct-
ing the national narrative, not
simply as a conduit for it, but as
a partner in its formulation and
consolidation.

On a social level, Jordanian
television was present in the de-
tails of Jordanians’ daily lives,
uniting them around a single
screen and reflecting their cul-
tural and geographical diversity
within a comprehensive frame-
work that strengthens the spirit
of belonging. It embraced family
programmes, local dramas, and
community dialogues that dis-
cussed people’s issues and con-
cerns realistically and in depth,
contributing to the consolida-
tion of values of solidarity and
mutual support. Therefore, it
was no surprise that it was de-
scribed as “family television”, as
it formed a shared space where
different generations met and
passed on values and traditions,
strengthening social bonds
among the various segments of
society.

Culturally, Jordanian televi-
sion served as a platform for
creativity, embracing artists and
innovators, and providing them
with a space to express their na-
tional identity through drama
and cultural and artistic pro-
grammes, thus enhancing the
presence of Jordanian culture
both locally and regionally. It
contributed to showcasing Jor-
danian heritage by document-
ing customs and traditions and
highlighting folklore in its vari-
ous forms, helping to preserve
this legacy from extinction and
transmitting it to new genera-
tions in a modern and engaging
way that balances authenticity
with innovation.

Its role was not limited to
this, however, but extended to
the scientific and educational
fields, where it presented aware-
ness and educational programs
that contributed to raising pub-
lic awareness and disseminat-
ing knowledge in various dis-
ciplines, from health and the
environment to technology and
scientific research. It also played
a significant role in simplifying
scientific concepts and present-
ing them in a way that resonated
with the public, thus promoting
a culture of lifelong learning.
In earlier times, television was
a primary source of informa-
tion and a complementary edu-
cational tool, especially given
the limited availability of other
communication methods. This

novation. Far from a looming
apocalypse, the data reveals a
story of remarkable progress,
with climate change posing only
a relatively minor hurdle. Radi-
cal emission cuts risk making
food scarcer and more expen-
sive for the world's most vul-
nerable.

Consider the arc of history. In
1928, the League of Nations es-
timated that more than two-
thirds of humanity endured
constant hunger. Today, fewer
than one in ten people world-
wide go hungry — a rate that
dipped below 7 per cent before
disruptions like COVID-19 and
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Climate activists

paint a dire picture of
rising temperatures
devastating crops and
fuelling famine, but
they are mostly wrong

This isn't luck; it's the result
of humanity quintupling cereal
production since 1926 while
more than halving global food
prices in real terms. Incomes
have surged, lifting billions out
of extreme poverty and enabling
families to afford more nutri-
tious meals. This has avoided
more than four billion people
starving, a testament to agricul-
tural ingenuity and economic
growth.

Even now, positives abound.
The UN's April forecast points

reinforced its role as a distin-
guished institution of enlighten-
ment, contributing to the devel-
opment of an informed citizenry.

The true value of Jordanian
television lies in its ability to
construct a cohesive national
narrative, grounded in facts
and presented in accessible
language. This has firmly es-
tablished it in the collective
consciousness and influenced
public awareness. It has docu-
mented the nation’s journey in
a balanced manner, combining
professionalism and responsi-
bility, while preserving national
identity and the unique Jorda-
nian experience in addressing
regional and international chal-
lenges. Through this continuous
documentation, it has not only
preserved events but also con-
tributed to their interpretation
and contextualisation within
their historical framework, thus
strengthening the resilience of
national memory and protecting
it from distortion or oblivion.

Jordanian television
remains more than just
a media institution; It
is the nation’s living
memory, its unifying
narrative, and the
platform through
which it has expressed
itself, preserved its
identity, and recounted
its story to the world
with honesty and
responsibility

In light of the rapid digital
transformation, Jordanian tel-
evision has demonstrated a re-
markable ability to adapt to
changing content consumption
patterns, particularly among
younger generations, by devel-
oping its media tools and ex-
panding its presence on digital
and interactive platforms. It has
succeeded in combining the au-
thenticity of its message with
the modernity of its medium, of-
fering high-quality content that
resonates with the interests of a
new audience without abandon-
ing its established professional
identity. This conscious adapta-

to another record-breaking glo-
bal harvest for 2025/26 because
crops were already planted be-
fore the crisis.

Still, there are concerns for
next season, and roughly 670
million people continue to suf-
fer from food insecurity today.
In regions like Sub-Saharan
Africa, where crop yields lag
far behind global averages, the
barriers are clear and should
be surmountable: Poor yields,
subsistence farming and most
importantly, lack of fertiliser,
pesticides and mechanised han-
dling.

Yet, Western NGOs and
campaigners, well-fed but
overly-worried about climate
change, have railed against ar-
tificial fertilisers because they
are fossil fuel based. Backed by
rich donors and foundations,
they blithely suggest that Africa
should go organic, despite evi-
dence showing this reduces har-
vests and food security. When Sri
Lanka went organic in 2021, rice
yields, the country’s staple food,
plunged by more than 30 per
cent with other crops showing
massive declines.

Climate activists paint a dire
picture of rising temperatures
devastating crops and fuelling
famine, but they are mostly
wrong. Climate change will al-
ter farming conditions, ben-
efiting some areas, challenging
others, with a net negative but
negligible impact. One peer-re-
viewed study equates the effect
on agriculture to shaving less
than 0.06 per cent from global
GDP by century’'s end. CO is
also a mnatural fertiliser. EI-
evated CO levels have greened
the planet, adding leaves with
the equivalent area larger than
the continent of Australia since
2000 alone.

Without climate change, glo-

tion reflects a flexible institu-
tional vision, affirming that Jor-
danian television not only keeps
pace with transformations but
also contributes to shaping them
and enhancing its presence and
influence in the contemporary
media landscape.

Maintaining the Jordanian tel-
evision’s standing is not limited
to developing its technical tools;
it is embodied in the renewal of
its media discourse to meet the
aspirations of new generations
while simultaneously reflecting
the constants of national iden-
tity.

In this context, the television’'s
management, represented by the
chairman of the board of trus-
tees and the director general,
along with the administrative
and media staff, has success-
fully kept abreast of modern de-
velopments in the media indus-
try by adopting flexible visions
and modern tools that enhance
its presence and influence. Thus,
the true equation is achieved in
combining authenticity and mo-
dernity, and historical documen-
tation with a future vision.

Jordanian television remains
more than just a media insti-
tution; It is the nation’s living
memory, its unifying narrative,
and the platform through which
it has expressed itself, preserved
its identity, and recounted its
story to the world with honesty
and responsibility.

For decades, it has formed
a cornerstone in consolidat-
ing national consciousness and
strengthening belonging. It has
also clearly contributed to solid-
ifying loyalty to the Hashemite
leadership and deepening the
connection to the fundamen-
tal principles of the Jordanian
state. It has kept pace with ma-
jor transformations with stead-
fastness and professionalism,
maintaining a delicate balance
between conveying the truth and
safeguarding the national inter-
est.

Furthermore, it has contrib-
uted to building bridges of trust
between the state and society,
and has witnessed both achieve-
ments and challenges. On this
anniversary, we not only cele-
brate a rich past, but also renew
our confidence in its future role
as a guardian of memory, a shap-
er of awareness and an influen-
tial actor in forming a modern
national media that keeps pace
with challenges, anticipates op-
portunities, and remains close
to the pulse of the people and
their aspirations.

emissions

bal food calories are expected
to rise 51 per cent by 2050 from
2010 levels. Even under an ex-
treme warming scenario, global
food calories would still rise,
just slightly less at 49 per cent.

Drastic emission cuts are a
bad policy if we want to boost
food security. Climate policy is
a blunt, expensive tool: Even ag-
gressive action takes decades
or centuries to measurably af-
fect weather, costing hundreds
of trillions while boosting cal-
orie availability by under 0.1
per cent. Prioritising economic
growth, by contrast, is over
100-times more effective, in-
creasing food access by more
than 10 per cent in years, not
centuries.

And emissionreductions harm
food production more than cli-
mate change. They inflate costs
for fertilisers, tractor fuel, and
land, pricing out small farmers.
Naive models often overlook
that, but careful research clear-
ly shows that a low-emission
future with high carbon prices
overall means 50 million more
people hungry by mid-century.

The lesson from today'’s geo-
political shocks is clear: Food
security depends less on dis-
tant climate projections than
on reliable access to energy and
agricultural inputs. If the goal
is to reduce hunger, especially
in poorer regions, the prior-
ity should be making fertiliser
more accessible, not restricting
the very resources that make
large-scale food production
possible.

Bjorn Lomborg is president of the
Copenhagen Consensus and Vvisiting
fellow at Stanford University’s Hoover
Institution. His new book is “Best Things
First] which The Economist named one
of the best books of Project Syndicate
2023.
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Promising opportunities for Jordanian
ICT firms in Syrian market — JCC

AMMAN (JT) — Jorda-
nian information and
communications tech-
nology companies are
well positioned to ex-
pand their footprint in
the Syrian market, as
the sector undergoes
“rapid” transformation
and modernisation,
according to Haitham
Rawajbeh, representa-
tive of the ICT sector at
the Jordan Chamber of
Commerce (JCC).

Speaking on the side-
lines of the 12th edition
of the International
Exhibition for Infor-
mation and Commu-
nication Technology,
"Syria HiTech 2026" in
Damascus, Rawajbeh
said Jordanian firms
are increasingly enter-
ing the Syrian market
through partnerships
with local companies,
reflecting growing mo-
mentum for cross-bor-
der cooperation in the
technology sector.

He described Syria
as a promising market
for Jordanian ICT ex-
pertise, particularly as

Petra photo

Jordan Chamber of Commerce participates in 12th edition of the International Exhibition for
Information and Communication Technology ‘Syria HiTech 2026 in Damascus

it moves forward with
plans to expand digital
services and enhance
e-government systems,
an area in which Jor-
dan has accumulated
strong regional ex-
perience, the Jordan
News Agency, Petra,
reported.

Rawajbeh noted that
the exhibition provides
an important platform
for Jordanian compa-
nies to present their
advanced technologi-
cal solutions to both
public and private
sector stakeholders in
Syria, at a time when

demand for digital
transformation tools is
rising.

He also pointed to
clear interest from the
Syrian side in leverag-
ing Jordan's capabili-
ties in software devel-
opment, cybersecurity
and integrated digital

solutions, highlight-
ing the complementa-
rity between the two
markets.

Emphasising the
broader regional con-
text, he said Jordan's
ICT sector has grown
into a key provider
of digital solutions
across multiple indus-
tries, supported by its
geographic  proxim-
ity to Syria and strong
business-to-business
ties.

The exhibition,
which features par-
ticipation from several
countries, showcases
emerging technologies
in areas such as smart
cities, e-government
platforms, Internet
services and digital
payments.

He added that Syr-
ia's ICT sector is cur-
rently evolving within
a wider reform agenda,
creating new oppor-
tunities for coopera-
tion and knowledge
exchange with Jorda-
nian companies, Petra
reported.

Australia minister urges keeping
'fuel flowing' on China visit

BEIJING (AFP) — Aus-
tralia's foreign minis-
ter urged on Wednes-
day on a visit to Beijing
the need to keep fuel
and goods moving de-
spite the bottlenecks
caused by war in the
Middle East.

The war and closure
of the Strait of Hor-
muz, through which
a fifth of the world's
crude oil transits, has
caused fuel prices to
soar and left many
Asia-Pacific  nations
facing an energy crisis.

China, a major ex-
porter of jet fuel and
diesel to Australia
among others, has
avoided the worst of
the war's energy im-
pacts thanks to its vast
oil stocks, but paused
exports at the start of
the conflict to protect
its domestic supplies.

Asian refineries in
the Indo-Pacific region
have been dispropor-
tionately affected, For-
eign Minister Penny
Wong told Chinese
Vice President Han

AN
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Australia’s Foreign Minister Penny Wong addresses journalists
during a press conference in Beijing on Wednesday

Zheng, according to
an Australian foreign
ministry readout.

"It is more impor-
tant than ever that
we continue to engage
and find ways to work
together, to keep fuel
and goods flowing,"
Wong told Han, ac-
cording to an Austral-
ian foreign ministry
readout.

China is set to
resume exports from
May with major state-

owned companies ap-
plying for licenses to
do so, The Financial
Times reported Tues-
day, citing indus-
try sources.

Chinese authorities
have not commented
publicly on the matter.

Wong added that
"with China, Australia
will continue to coop-
erate where we can,
disagree where we
must and engage in
the national interest".

Mercedes warns longer
Mideast war could cause shortages

FRANKFURT, Ger-
many (AFP) — German
premium auto maker
Mercedes-Benz warned
on Wednesday that a
drawn-out conflict in
the Middle East could
cause shortages of key
inputs as it reported
tumbling quarterly prof-
its due to fierce Chinese
competition.

Traffic in the Strait of
Hormuz has slowed to
a trickle as Iran and the
United States maintain
competing  blockades,
restricting global sup-
plies of energy and rais-
ing the cost of smelting
industrial metals like
aluminium.

Oil is also a key input
for plastics and other
petrochemical products.

"We're continuously
monitoring [the war]
and analysing the im-
plications for the sup-
ply chain,” Mercedes
Finance Chief Harald
Wilhelm told reporters
on a call.

"If it were to last long-
er, you could not rule out
the possibility of short-
ages in certain areas,
whether of energy or cer-
tain commodities that
are heavily sourced from
the region."

Mercedes said net
profit for January to
March fell 17 per cent
from the previous year to
1.43 billion euros ($1.67
billion), hit by difficulties
in China.
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A giant logo of German automotive brand Mercedes-Benz
is seen atop a Mercedes dealership in Offenbach, western

Germany, on Wednesday

for German car mak-
ers, has hurt Mercedes
and fellow German auto
makers.

"We take Chinese com-
petition very, very seri-
ously," Wilhelm said.

"The vehicles, the tech-
nology, the packaging —
and of course the price.
To be clear, you get an in-
credible amount of value
for very little money."

Mercedes said its car
sales fell 27 per cent by
volume in the first quar-
ter in China, even as
they grew in Europe and
North America.

The firm's China sales
were last year already at
their lowest level since
2016, as it faces compe-
tition from local brands
like BYD and Geely, par-
ticularly for sales of EVs.

Speaking to reporters
after the results were

to try and export their
way out of tough con-
ditions in their home
market.

Chinese brands in-
cluding Chery, Geely and
Xpeng had a nine per
cent share of Europe's
car market in March ac-
cording to automotive in-
telligence firm Dataforce,
up from virtually noth-
ing just three years ago.

"We must assume that
these vehicles from local
manufacturers in China
will also find their way
onto the export market,"
Wilhelm said, adding
that Mercedes needed to
stay active in China to be
at the cutting-edge.

"If one were to with-
draw, so to speak, and
say, 'T'll sit this one out’,
we might escape today
but tomorrow we'd al-
most certainly come face

Cheaper, cleaner electric trucks overhaul China's logistics

By Peter Catterall
Agence France-Presse

BEIJING — At a dusty lot
an hour outside Beijing, a
steady stream of vehicles
come and go for a quick
battery charge — just one
node in China's rapidly
expanding network of
electric trucks.

While the country's
prowess in electric pas-
senger vehicles has long
been known globally,
electric trucks have only
recently gained traction.

Now powered by ex-
tensive charging and
battery-swapping infra-
structure, the cost struc-
tures clearly favour elec-
tric models, experts say,
in a potentially fatal blow
for conventional diesel
rigs.

"Last year was the
breakthrough for heavy
electrified wvehicles in
China," Lauri Myllyvirta,
co-founder of the Centre
for Research on Energy
and Clean Air and expert
on China's energy con-
sumption, told AFP.

"If the infrastructure
is there, the economics
are there for an increas-
ing number of logistics
routes and require-
ments," he said.

Adoption of alterna-
tives to diesel trucks in
the world's second-larg-
est economy has notice-
ably accelerated in recent
years.

New-energy models ac-
counted for 29 per cent of
all domestic truck sales
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This photo taken on April 23, shows an electric truck at a charging station in Beijing

Beijing-based market in-
telligence provider Com-
mercial Vehicle World.

The penetration rate
was less than 1 per cent
as recently as 2021, ac-
cording to the firm.

Manufacturers say
they expect that share to
continue swelling, poten-
tially reaching a major-
ity of sales in just a few
years.

At the bustling charg-
ing station in Beijing's
Miyun District, 43-year-
old truck driver Wang
told AFP how his job had
changed since he started
driving an electric model
last year.

"It's such a breeze!" he
said after plugging in the
charging cables.

"My old wvehicle had
over 10 gears, and its
operation was so cum-
bersome. But with this

Asked why he thought
logistics firms like his
were increasingly switch-
ing to electric trucks,
Wang said it was a com-
bination of national poli-
cies and simple market
logic.

"It's just survival of the
fittest. Now, with freight
expenses and everything,
people are trying to earn a
bit more and this one has
lower operating costs."

Another driver at the
charging station, sur
named Zhang, told AFP
that he has been driv-
ing an electric truck for
around two months after
switching from one pow-
ered by natural gas.

His job mainly involves
hauling sand and stone
on short journeys around
Beijing, Zhang told AFP,
noting that the truck
is not suited for longer

made by the Howo brand
of state-owned firm Si-
notruk — has a maxi-
mum range of 240-250
kilometres, he said.

"The power is pretty
strong, the acceleration is
fast. It's all about speed,
but the range is a bit lack-
ing," he said.

As domestic adoption
of electric trucks picks
up pace, Chinese firms
are thinking more about
overseas markets.

"Similar to passenger
vehicles, China's heavy
truck manufacturers are
beginning to view export
markets as an inevita-
ble strategy due to ris-
ing competition and the
eventual saturation in
the Chinese market," said
Christopher Doleman, an
analyst at the Institute
for Energy Economics
and Financial Analysis.

East war is a "potential
accelerant" for this trend,
Doleman told AFP.

"There is likely to be
higher demand for elec-
tric heavy-duty vehicles
as fleet ownmers try to
minimise their vulner-
ability to volatile diesel
costs," he said.

According to Han Wen,
founder of electric truck
start-up Windrose Tech-
nology, the war "already
has" boosted demand.

Founded in 2022, Bel-
gium-based = Windrose
is seeking to leverage
China's advanced EV
supply chains to posi-
tion itself in the emerging
global long-haul electric
truck market — compet-
ing with Tesla's electric
"Semi".

"For trucks, range is by
far the constraining fac-
tor," Han told AFP, not-
ing that Windrose trucks
can currently drive about
700 kilometres on a full
charge, with plans to ex-
tend that to 1,000 kilome-
tres in 2030.

Having secured road
approval across Europe,
China, the United States
and South America, Win-
drose is now looking to
ramp up production.

"We're going to build
about 1,000 trucks this
year," Han said, followed
by goals of 10,000 next
year and 100,000 in 2030.

"Economically, there is
no more question at all
that electric is superior,”
he added.

"I think we're right on

Stiffer competition  released, Wilhelm said to face withit," he added. in China last year, up one, you don't have to  shipments. Recent disruption in the cusp of a total oblit-
in the country, long a Mercedes was bracing "And then we'd have a from 14 per cent in 2024, do a thing — it's all The mnew sky-blue global energy markets eration of diesel trucks as
steady source of profits for Chinese competitors very big problem." according to data from automatic." model Zhang drives —  as a result of the Middle a product category."
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LONDON (AFP) — Oil
prices  shot  higher
Wednesday on concerns
of an extended blockade
of the Strait of Hormuz,
while stocks slid as inves-
tors adopted a cautious
stance ahead of a US Fed
rate decision and a slew of
tech firm earnings.

Both main oil contracts
jumped around five per
cent following a Wall
Street Journal report that
the United States was
preparing for a prolonged
blockade of Tranian ports.

Analysts warned that
such a move would
prompt Iran to maintain
its own blockade of the
Strait of Hormuz, leaving
the vital oil shipping route
at a near standstill.

The US Federal Reserve
(Fed) is widely expected
to keep interest rates un-

changed later in the day,
with markets closely
watching its guidance on
inflation as energy costs
soar.

"The longer the conflict
persists and the Strait of
Hormuz remains disrupt-
ed, the more pronounced
the inflationary pressures
are likely to become," said
Anna Macdonald, invest-
ment strategy director at
Hargreaves Lansdown.

International ~ bench-
mark oil contract Brent
crude for June delivery
rose to $117 a barrel, its
highest level since the
fragile ceasefire between
the US and Iran came into
effect.

The dollar drifted high-
er against its main peers.

"The market is increas-
ingly shifting towards a
view that no longer ex-

pects a quick and lasting
peace, nor an immediate
reopening of the Strait of
Hormuz," said Arne Lo-
hmann Rasmussen, chief
analyst at Global Risk
Management.

With talks to end the
Middle East war appear-
ing to be at a standstill, in-
vestors' attention turned
to earnings updates.

Wall Street's
main stock indices dipped
at the start of trading in
New York.

"As with other finan-
cial markets, investors
appear to be happy to sit
on their hands ahead of
tonight's monetary policy
announcement from the
Federal Reserve's FOMC,
and as four constituents
of the 'Magnificent Seven'
prepare to release their
latest earnings updates

after the close," said David
Morrison, senior market
analyst at Trade Nation.

Investors will be pay-
ing particular attention
to spending on artificial
intelligence by Amazon,
Google, Meta and Micro-
soft — and whether it is
translating into revenue.

"Given the outsized
weighting of these compa-
nies in the index, and the
enormous capital expend-
iture they have announced
to build AI capabilities,
these results will be close-
ly watched by investors,"
Hargreaves Lansdown's
Macdonald added.

Tech stocks took a hit
on Tuesday following a
report in the Wall Street
Journal that ChatGPT
maker OpenAl had missed
targets on user numbers
and revenue.

AMMAM (JT) — Amman Stock Exchange (ASE)
trading value for Wednesday amounted to
JD17.7 million spread over 7.7 million shares
that traded through 5,524 transactions.

The ASE share price index closed at 3932.35
points, with an increase of 0.66 per cent

Out of 103 companies whose shares were
traded, the share price of 52 companies rose
while the share price of another 29 declined.

Topping the list of the companies whose
shares gained the most were Union Invest-
ment Corporation by 12.50 per cent, Union To-
bacco and Cigarette Industries by 10 per cent,
Jordan Insurance by 7.30 per cent, Safwa Is-
lamic Bank by 6.28 per cent, and Amwaj Prop-
erties by 5.56 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the
most were Future Arab Investment Company
by 4.69 per cent, Al Tajamouat for Touristic
Projects Company Plc. by 4 per cent, Tuhama
for Financial Investments by 3.13 per cent, Al
Manara Islamic Insurance Company by 2.94
per cent, and Comprehensive Land Develop-
ment and Investment by 2.90 per cent.
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DAILY SUMMARY

Regular Market

Trading Value (JDs) 17,745,591

Trading volume 7,702,780

No. of Transactions 5,524

No. of Securities 103

OTC Market Bonds

® Losers: 29
© Gainers: 52
Unchanged: 22
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By Hadeel El Bis

s energy drinks prolifer-
ate across local markets,
health experts are raising
the alarm over the grow-
ing number of children
and teenagers consuming
them without any awareness of the risks
involved — particularly given their high
concentrations of caffeine and stimulants.

Amid repeated medical warnings about
the negative effects of these drinks on
the nervous and cardiovascular systems
of those under 18, the Food and Drug
Authority is moving to tighten oversight
and ban their circulation within schools.
The measure aims to protect students and
curb consumption, accompanied by calls
toraise health awareness among families
and pupils about safer alternatives.

The World Health Organisation esti-
mates that caffeine consumption among
children and adolescents should be
strictly limited, warning that exceeding
safe thresholds canlead to disturbancesin
heart rhythm, sleep patterns and behav-
iour. The European Food Safety Authority
similarly recommends that daily caffeine
intake not exceed 3mg per kilogram of
body weight — a limit that can easily
be surpassed by a single can of certain
energy drinks.

A number of parents have pointed
out that the ready availability of these
drinks near or inside schools encourages
students to consume them, and have
called for stricter oversight and intensi-
fied awareness campaigns — particularly
given the widespread belief among some
teenagers that energy drinks enhance
alertness and concentration.

A necessary step, long overdue

Paediatric consultant Dr Manar Al
Shawabkeh welcomed the decision,
describing it as a necessary measure
that had been delayed far too long.
She argued that the presence of
energy drinks within the school
environment is entirely illogi-
cal, especiallyin spaces thatare
supposed to promote healthy
behaviours.

Dr Shawabkeh noted that a
number of countries treat this
issue with considerable strict-
ness, imposing restrictions
on selling these drinks to those
under 16 or 18. In Canada, for
instance, children are not permitted

to purchase them individually.

Not all drinks are equal

She also addressed a common source
of confusion regarding different types
of beverages. Fizzy drinks, despite their
drawbacks, are generally consumed for
recreational purposes and carry com-
paratively lower risks when consumed in
moderation. Sports drinks are designed
to replenish fluids and salts for those
engaged in intense physical activity and
can be used sparingly when necessary.
Energy drinks, however, are an
entirely different matter. Dr Shawabkeh
explained that they rely primarily on caf-
feine, which can cause health harm even
in adults when consumed excessively.
The safe daily caffeine limit stands at
around 100mg, yet some energy drink

INCREASED
“A/‘ ‘ ‘A/‘- HEART RATE
v Arrhythmias,

Palpitations

cans contain up to 300mg per unit — sev-
eral times the permissible amount for
children.

The danger is not limited to caffeine
alone. These drinks also contain other
additives, including guarana — a plant
with a very high caffeine content. Some
products fail to clearly indicate either
the quantity of caffeine or the presence
of guarana on their nutritional labels.
Guarana can contain up to four times the
caffeine found in coffee, meaning a child
could unknowingly consume the equiva-
lent of six times the safe dosage.

The Jordanian Food and Drug Authority
hasstressed the importance of compliance
with nutritional labelling requirements
and greater consumer awareness of caf-
feine content in these products, particu-
larly given the presence of ingredients
such as guarana that can significantly
increase total caffeine intake without the
consumer realising it.

Serious symptoms

Dr Shawabkeh warned that excessive
consumption of these drinks can produce
symptoms including a rapid heartbeat,
elevated blood pressure, tremors and
irregular heart rhythms, alongside psy-
chological effects such as anxiety, ten-
sion and sleep disturbances —all of which
negatively impact concentration and aca-
demic performance.

She also highlighted that the high sugar
content in these drinks —reaching approx-
imately 25 grammes per can — causes a
rapid spike in energy levels followed by a
sudden crash, and increases the long-term
risks of obesity and insulin resistance.

The widely held belief among some
students that these drinks enhance focus
or energy is, she said, entirely mislead-
ing. They canin fact produce the opposite
effect, particularly with repeated con-
sumption and insufficient sleep.

Real solutions lie in healthy habits

Onthe question of alternatives, Dr Al-Sha-
wabkeh stressed that genuine solutions
lie in adopting a healthy lifestyle — one
that includes adequate sleep, a balanced
diet, regular physical activity and reduced
screen time, along with monitoring one’s
health and addressing any vitamin defi-
ciencies where needed.

She emphasised that dealing with teen-
agers requires a careful balance between
awareness and oversight, with both
schools and families playing a central role
in guiding healthy behaviours. Banning
energy drinks from schools is an essential
step, she said, but it must be sustained
by ongoing education and follow-up to
ensure it achievesits intended effect.

Official measures

Sources at the Ministry of Education
confirmed that steps are under way to
strengthen oversight of school canteens
in line with health guidelines issued by
the relevant authorities, and to prohibit
the circulation of products that could
adversely affect students’ health — with
energy drinks topping that list.

These measures include monitoring
schools’ compliance with the relevant
instructions and taking appropriate action
against those in violation, all within the
framework of alearning environment that
promotes healthy behaviour.
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