
Jordan serves as key ICRC logistics hub for regional operations — official
By Heba Elayyan

AMMAN — Jordan has 
emerged as a strategic 
logistics hub for the In-
ternational Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) in 
the Middle East, facilitat-
ing the delivery of aid to 
conflict zones including 

Gaza and Yemen, the or-
ganisation’s head of del-
egation in Amman said on 
Wednesday.

Speaking at a work-
shop for journalists ti-
tled “Humanity in War”, 
Yann Fridez said that the 
ICRC’s primary regional 
logistics centre is based in 

the Kingdom, where sup-
plies and vehicles are as-
sembled and dispatched 
to field operations across 
multiple conflict areas.

He added that the Am-
man hub also supports 
missions beyond the re-
gion, including in Ukraine.

Fridez said the ICRC 

delegation in Jordan 
oversees a broad range of 
humanitarian activities, 
including assistance to 
Syrian refugees and de-
tainees, as well as efforts 
to promote international 
humanitarian law among 
security institutions.

He noted that Jordan 

hosts a regional pool of 
experts providing techni-
cal support to ICRC op-
erations in Syria, Yemen 
and the occupied Palestin-
ian territories, with teams 
regularly deployed to rein-
force field missions. 

Continued on page 5

Jordan, Syria launch joint platform 
to manage shared water resources
AMMAN (JT) — Jordan 
and Syria on Wednes-
day launched a joint 
platform to enhance co-
operation in managing 
shared water resource 
and improving technical 
coordination and data 
exchange. 

The Jordanian–Syrian 

Joint Water Platform, 
according to officials, is 
the culmination of coop-
eration between the two 
countries in addressing 
water issues.    

The platform was 
launched in Amman on 
Wednesday by Minister 
of Water and Irrigation 

Raed Abu Saud.
Abu Saud said that the 

launch reflects a shared 
commitment to strength-
ening water sector gov-
ernance and institution-
al cooperation through a 
joined platform.

Continued on page 5

Capital expenditure rises by 60.4% in early 2026 — Finance Ministry
AMMAN (JT) — Capi-
tal expenditure rose by 
JD53.8 million, or 60.4 per 
cent, by the end of Febru-
ary 2026 compared with 
the same period of 2025, 
reflecting government ef-
forts to increase spending 
on capital projects and 
boost economic activity.

According to the Minis-
try of Finance’s monthly 
bulletin, cited by the Jor-
dan News Agency, Petra, 
total government spend-
ing reached JD1.986 
billion by the end of 
February 2026, includ-
ing JD1.843 billion in 
current expenditure and 
JD143 million in capital 
spending.

The increase in capital 
expenditure was driven 
by spending on several 
key projects, including 

the development of the 
Risha gas field, equipping 
Maan Military Hospital, 
teacher training and de-

velopment programmes, 
municipal development 
projects, and support for 
projects by the Jordan 

Tourism Board.
Domestic revenues rose 

by JD36.3 million, or 2.5 
per cent, by the end of 
February 2026 to reach 
JD1.480 billion, com-
pared with JD1.444 bil-
lion in the corresponding 
period of 2025.

The increase in domes-
tic revenues was mainly 
driven by higher non-tax 
revenues, which rose by 
around JD70 million dur-
ing the first two months 
of 2026 to JD424.7 mil-
lion, compared with 
JD354.7 million in the 
January-February period 
of 2025.

Continued on page 5

Prime minister urges faster 
rollout of GAM digital services
AMMAN (JT) — Prime 
Minister Jafar Hassan 
on Wednesday checked 
on plans by the Great-
er Amman Municipal-
ity (GAM) to advance 
digital transformation 
and enhance electronic 
services.

The prime minister 
underlined the need to 
accelerate the imple-
mentation of a com-
prehensive system to 
modernise municipal 
e-services, stressing 
that improvements 
should translate into 
better service de-
livery and faster re-
sponses to citizens’ 
feedback, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra,  
reported. 

Amman Mayor 
Yousef Shawarbeh out-
lined ongoing admin-
istrative reform plans 
aimed at boosting in-
stitutional efficiency 
and strengthening 
leadership and staff 
capabilities. 

He also said that the 
municipality’s human 
resources develop-
ment system is 78 per 
cent complete, adding 
that it is designed to 
streamline employee 
services, improve per-
formance evaluation 
across departments 
and teams, and en-
hance responsiveness 
to public input.

He also highlighted 
the launch of a “Future 

Leaders” programme 
to develop staff com-
petencies and prepare 
them for leadership 
and executive roles 
within the municipal-
ity, according to Petra.

The Premier’s meet-
ing with GAM officials 
also addressed the mu-
nicipality’s executive 
plan to issue Islamic 
bonds (sukuk). 

A committee com-
prising representa-
tives from the Ministry 
of Finance, the Central 
Bank of Jordan and 
the municipality has 
been tasked with pre-
paring the issuance 
framework.

Continued on page 5

AMMAN (JT) — The 
government said on 
Wednesday that it has 
completed eight projects 
under its executive pro-
gramme for the Econom-
ic Modernisation Vision 
(EMV) (2026–2029) by the 
end of the first quarter of 
2026, out of a total of 393 
projects, representing 
around 2 per cent.

A further 334 projects, 
about 85 per cent of the 
programme, are cur-
rently under implemen-
tation, while 49 projects 
have yet to begin, ac-
cording to progress 
data monitored by Al 
Mamlaka.

The data also showed 
that two projects, ac-
counting for roughly 0.5 

per cent of the total, are 
behind schedule.

Under the “Jordan as 
a Global Destination” 
engine, one priority has 
been completed, 27 are 
under way and three 
have not yet started. In 
the investment engine, 

12 priorities are being 
implemented, one has 
yet to begin, and one is 
delayed.

Within the future 
services engine, four pri-
orities have been com-
pleted, while work is 
underway on 99 others. 

A further 21 priorities 
have not yet started, in 
addition to one delayed 
project.

The government also 
said that it is imple-
menting 43 priorities 
under the entrepreneur-
ship and innovation en-

gine, while 12 have yet to 
begin. In the high-value 
industries engine, 59 
priorities are under im-
plementation, compared 
with 11 that have not yet 
started.

In the quality of life 
engine, three priorities 
have been completed, 
and 56 are in progress, 
while 15 have not yet 
begun. 

Meanwhile, 36 priori-
ties are under implemen-
tation in the sustainable 
resources engine, with 
two yet to start. In the 
sustainable environment 
engine, 26 priorities are 
under way, while eight 
remain pending.

Continued on page 5
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Gov’t completes 8 projects under EMV in Q1 2026

Royal Decree prorogues ordinary 
session of Parliament as of 26 April
AMMAN (JT) — A Royal 
Decree was issued on 
Wednesday to prorogue 

the ordinary session of 
Parliament, effective 
from the morning of 26 

April 2026, according 
to a Royal Court state-
ment.

Crown Prince joins activists on nature walk in Yarmouk Forest Reserve, 
highlights eco-tourism’s role in empowering local communities
AMMAN (JT) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hussein 
on Wednesday joined 
activists specialising 
in eco-tourism and 
domestic tourism on 
a nature walk at Yar-
mouk Forest Reserve in 
Irbid.

During the walk, the 
Crown Prince empha-
sised the importance 
of developing eco-
tourism and its role 
in empowering local 
communities, high-
lighting the role of eco-
tourism activists in 
showcasing Jordan’s 
natural and tourist 
sites, and the need for 
citizens to protect and 
preserve them, while 
maintaining their 
cleanliness, accord-
ing to a Royal Court  
statement. 

His Royal Highness 
listened to the partici-
pants’ experiences in 
the fields of environ-
mental awareness and 
conservation, explo-
ration, adventure and 
the creation of heritage 
content, the statement 
said. 

The Crown Prince 
also observed some of 
the biodiversity found 
in the reserve, which 
was announced as a 
protected area in 2010 
by the Royal Society 
for the Conservation 

of Nature, covering an 
area of 20 square kilo-
metres and home to 
more than 546 plant 

species.
Yarmouk Forest Re-

serve features walking 
trails and eco-lodges 

set amongst its for-
ests and mountain-
ous terrain; it serves 
as an important mi-

gration corridor for 
birds and is home 
to dozens of animal  
species.

7Diplomatic delegation visits 
JHCO warehouses ahead of 
joint aid convoy to Lebanon
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HRH Crown Prince Hussein on Wednesday joins activists specialising in eco-tourism and domestic tourism on a nature walk at 
Yarmouk Forest Reserve in Irbid

UNDP marks 50 years in 
Jordan, outlines green 

growth, jobs, governance 
as ‘top’ priorities

Data shows 334 projects currently under implementation, while 49 still pending 
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Capital expenditure rises by JD53.8 million, or 60.4 per cent, by the end of February 2026 
compared with the same period of 2025
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Ariel view of the Wihdeh Dam in the northern region on the northern border with Syria



AMMAN (JT) — Royal 
Court Chief  Yousef Is-
sawi on Wednesday con-
ducted a field tour in 
Ajloun Governorate to 
inaugurate and inspect 
several projects launched 
under Royal initiatives.

The projects follow His 
Majesty King Abdullah’s 
directives during his field 
visits and meetings with 
local residents, aimed at 
improving living stand-
ards and public services 
in Ajloun, some 70 kilo-
metres northwest of Am-
man, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported.

Issawi, who is also the 
head of the follow-up 
committee for the im-
plementation of Royal 
initiatives, began his 

tour by inaugurating a 
multi-purpose hall in the 
Ousara area.

The facility is designed 
to serve the local com-
munity for social and 
cultural events, relieving 
residents of the financial 
burden of renting venues 
outside the area. 

Issawi toured the hall, 
which is affiliated with Al 
Ayoun Municipality, and 
emphasised the impor-
tance of its sustainability.

In the same area, he 
inaugurated a five-a-side 
football pitch adjacent to 
the hall, established to 
serve the local youth and 
provide a safe environ-
ment for athletic talent.

Local residents ex-
pressed their gratitude to 

His Majesty King Abdul-
lah, naming the facility Al 
Wafaa (Loyalty) Hall. 

In Kufranjah, Issawi 
inspected the progress of 
a housing project for un-
derprivileged families. 

The project includes 17 
housing units distributed 
across various areas of 
the governorate based on 
Ministry of Social Devel-
opment priorities.

Issawi noted that 
completion rates have 
reached some 80 per cent, 
urging the acceleration 
of work to ensure timely 
delivery. 

In 2022, a plan was 
announced to construct 
1,300 new housing units 
across the Kingdom’s 
governorates and Badia 

regions, including 100 
units in Ajloun to be im-
plemented in phases.

Issawi concluded his 
tour in Anjara by inspect-
ing the maintenance, 
rehabilitation and fur-
nishing of buildings be-
longing to Our Lady of 
the Mountain Church 
and the House of the Vir-
gin Mary, Mother of Hope 
orphanage.

He listened to a brief-
ing on the comprehen-
sive maintenance work, 
stressing that Royal ini-
tiatives accord special at-
tention to religious sites. 

Our Lady of the Moun-
tain Church is a globally 
recognised Christian pil-
grimage site, reinforcing 
its position on the inter-

national religious tour-
ism map while continu-
ing its humanitarian role 
in serving orphans.

In press remarks, Issa-
wi said that these projects 
are a direct response to 
citizens' needs identified 
during His Majesty’s out-
reach meetings.

He said that the ini-
tiatives aim to upgrade 
qualitative services 
through integrated co-
ordination with national 
institutions. 

Issawi underscored 
that Royal Initiatives re-
main ongoing, reflecting 
a vision that prioritises 
the Jordanian citizen and 
a field-based approach to 
ensure tangible impact 
on daily life.

QQ Organisation shifted to demand-driven partner in Jordan’s development – UNDP official 
QQ ‘We are here to support Jordan in achieving its development goals, make ourselves a supporting partner’ 
QQ ‘Kingdom is very aware of its priorities, where it wants to go’
QQ ‘Funding does not define us… what defines us is our ability to leverage expertise, partnerships, results’

By Ahmad Khatatneh 

AMMAN — As the 
United Nations Devel-
opment Programme 
(UNDP) marks 50 years 
of operations in Jor-
dan, the organisa-
tion says its role has 
evolved in line with 
the Kingdom’s develop-
ment trajectory, shift-
ing to a demand-driven 
partnership aligning 
with the Kingdom’s na-
tional priorities.

UNDP Resident Rep-
resentative Randa 
Aboul-Hosn told The 
Jordan Times in a re-
cent interview that the 
organisation’s work 
is rooted in the con-
cept of human devel-
opment, which places 
people at the centre of 
progress by expanding 
their capabilities and 
opportunities.

UNDP has been op-
erating globally for 60 
years in more than 170 
countries and in Jor-
dan for five decades. 
The human develop-
ment approach, intro-
duced in the 1990s, has 
since become a global 
benchmark and led 
to the creation of the 
Human Development 
Index, which now in-
corporates dimensions 
such as inequality, gen-
der and environmental 
pressures.

Globally, UNDP chan-
nels between $5 billion 
and $6 billion annually 
through government 
and donor funding. 
While it is not a donor, 
it leverages financial 
and technical resourc-
es to strengthen in-
stitutions and deliver 
long-term development 
outcomes.

At the national level, 
Aboul-Hosn said that 
the UNDP operates 
at the intersection of 
policy and implemen-
tation, supporting gov-
ernments in achiev-
ing nationally defined 
priorities.

“These are not UNDP 
projects; they are na-
tional projects,” she 
said, adding that the 
organisation serves 
as a technical partner 
providing global ex-
pertise, innovation and 
cross-sectoral knowl-
edge to ensure sus-
tainability and local 
ownership.

Three priorities for 
2023–2027

UNDP’s current five-
year programme in 
Jordan (2023–2027) is 
built around three core 
pillars.

The first is green 
growth and climate re-
silience, covering ma-
rine conservation in 
Aqaba, circular econo-
my initiatives, renew-
able energy, water har-
vesting and support 
for Jordan’s interna-
tional environmental 
commitments.

The second is eco-
nomic inclusion and 
private sector develop-
ment, focusing on job 
creation, local econom-
ic growth and support 
for small and medium-
sized enterprises, par-
ticularly in the green 
economy. 

In Aqaba, UNDP 
is working with the 
Aqaba Special Eco-
nomic Zone Authority 
(ASEZA) to establish a 
Blue Economy Centre 
to promote sustainable 
marine resource use 
and attract investment.

The third pillar is 
governance and insti-
tutional reform, where 
UNDP supports effi-
ciency improvements, 
data systems and 
public sector capac-
ity building. A long-
running digital prop-
erty mapping and tax 
system project with 
the Ministry of Local 
Administration has 
significantly increased 
government reve-
nues over nearly two 
decades.

The reform, she said, 
demonstrates the value 
of system-level inter-
ventions that require 
limited funding but 
deliver long-term re-
turns. The Property Tax 
Project has modern-
ised valuation, billing 
and collection systems, 
generating JD90 mil-
lion in revenue in 2025 
alone, with cumulative 
collections exceeding 
JD834 million over 20 
years.

From strategy 
to execution

Reflecting on five dec-
ades in Jordan, Aboul-
Hosn said that UNDP 
has continuously 
adapted its approach 
to changing national 
needs.

“In the past, UNDP 
had more resources 
and could propose in-
terventions across a 
wider spectrum of de-
velopment pathways. 
Today, we are more 
focused and demand-
driven,” she said, not-
ing that the organisa-
tion’s expertise has not 
diminished — if any-
thing, it is more stra-
tegically deployed and 

innovative to delivery 
impact.

The UNDP official 
also said that Jordan 
has become increas-
ingly focused on imple-
mentation, particularly 
through long-term 
national frameworks 
such as the Economic 
Modernisation Vision.

“Jordan is very 
aware of its priorities 
and where it wants to 
go. What we are see-
ing now is a shift from 
strategy to execution,” 
she said.

Despite regional in-
stability, Jordan has 
maintained strong 
institutions and eco-
nomic resilience and 
continues to receive 
positive assessments 
from international fi-
nancial institutions, 
positioning it as a re-
gional cooperation 
hub.

A key indicator of 
progress, she added, is 
that many UNDP-sup-
ported initiatives are 
now fully institutional-
ised and independently 
operated.

“The ultimate goal of 
development work is to 
create self-sustaining 
ecosystems,” she said.

Local solutions and 
scalable models

This principle of build-
ing self-sustaining de-
velopment models is 
reflected in several ini-
tiatives on the ground. 
At the local level, de-
velopment efforts 
face a different set of 
challenges. 

Local initiatives 
demand complex co-
ordination amongst 
municipalities, pri-

vate-sector actors and 
supply chains, she 
said, stressing their 
importance to sustain-
able impact.

In this context, 
Aboul-Hosn pointed to 
the Deir Alla Agricul-
tural Plastic Recycling 
Hub in the Jordan Val-
ley as a flagship UNDP-
supported initiative, 
valued at $1.2 million.

Serving seven mu-
nicipalities in a key 
agricultural region, the 
facility operates under 
a private-sector agree-
ment. It has directly 
and indirectly created 
more than 50 jobs and 
is expected to process 
around 2,400 tonnes 
of agricultural plastic 
waste annually. 

She said that the 
project underscores the 
complexity of develop-
ment programming, 
which extends beyond 
infrastructure to in-
clude equipment pro-
curement, workforce 
training and inclusive 
labour policies, par-
ticularly in expanding 
women’s participation.

Ensuring long-term 
sustainability remains 
a central challenge. 
“A municipality can-
not run such a facility 
without effective sup-
port,” she said, not-
ing that the model is 
designed to transition 
into a public-private 
partnership as a “proof 
of concept” for replica-
tion in other localities 
and sectors.

“These interventions 
reflect UNDP’s broad-
er approach, piloting 
solutions that can be 
scaled up or independ-
ently adopted,” she 
added.

Adapting to financial 
pressures 

Aboul-Hosn acknowl-
edged that UNDP, like 
many development or-
ganisations, is operat-
ing in an increasingly 
constrained funding en-
vironment, a trend that 
has shaped its opera-
tions for over a decade.

She said that UNDP 
relies on a cost-recov-
ery model, mobilising 
external funding rath-
er than depending on 
core resources, often 
initiating projects with 
seed funding before 
scaling them through 
partnerships.

“It often initiates 
projects with limited 
seed funding, then 
scales them through 
partnerships,” she said.

A key focus, she add-
ed, is helping countries 
access global climate 
and environmental fi-
nancing, including the 
Green Climate Fund, 
while building nation-
al capacity to directly 
manage such resources.

“Funding does not de-
fine us,” she said. “What 
defines us is our abil-
ity to leverage exper-
tise, partnerships and 
results.”

She also stressed 
that development must 
be seen as a long-term 
process. “If a project 
ends when funding 
ends, its impact is 
lost. Sustainability is a 
shared responsibility.”

Looking ahead: Food 
systems and blue 
economy

Among emerging priori-
ties, Aboul-Hosn high-
lighted food systems 
and the blue economy as 
key areas of focus. She 
said food systems must 
be viewed holistically, 
beyond production to 
include supply chains, 
water use and environ-
mental sustainability, 
particularly amid grow-
ing climate pressures.

In Aqaba, she said, 
UNDP is very proud of 
its ongoing work with 
ASEZA to advance a 
broader blue econo-
my approach linking 
land and sea, includ-
ing nature-based solu-
tions to address flood-
ing and protect coral 
ecosystems.

“Even small-scale 
interventions, such as 
providing cold storage 
for fishermen, can have 
a significant impact on 

livelihoods and market 
stability,” she noted.

UNDP is also support-
ing the development of 
a national permanent 
exhibition centre in Am-
man to promote Jor-
danian products and 
artisanship, connecting 
local producers to wider 
markets.

Partnership at the core

Aboul-Hosn stressed 
that UNDP’s work is 
fully aligned with Jor-
dan’s national priori-
ties, namely the Econ-
mic Modernisation 
Vision as well as the 
UN Sustainable De-
velopment Coopera-
tion Framework, which 
guides the work of all 
UN agencies in the 
Kingdom.

She also highlighted 
a series of pipeline ini-
tiatives, including the 
“Unlocking the Olive 
Economy – A Pathway 
to Sustainable Food 
Systems in Jordan” 
project.

The initiative aims to 
strengthen Jordan’s ol-
ive and olive oil sector 
by enhancing inclusivi-
ty, resilience to climate 
change, and invest-
ment attractiveness. It 
also seeks to mobilise 
around $10–15 million 
in private investment 
through a risk-sharing 
guarantee mechanism.

UNDP works in close 
coordination with all 
UN agenciesalongside 
government institu-
tions and internation-
al partners, she said, 
adding, “Weare essen-
tially here to support 
Jordan in achieving its 
strategic development 
goals.”
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Issawi checks on Royal 
initiative projects in Ajloun

UNDP marks 50 years in Jordan, outlines green growth, jobs, governance as ‘top’ priorities

By Osama Alkafri

IRBID — Under the pa-
tronage of Minister of 
Environment Ayman 
Suleiman, SOS Chil-
dren’s Villages Jordan 
on Monday held an envi-
ronmental event at Irbid 
Children’s Village to an-
nounce the results of its 
carbon footprint report 
and a decarbonisation 
roadmap.

The event brought to-
gether representatives 
of government entities, 
international organisa-
tions, the private sec-
tor, and experts in en-
ergy, environment and 
sustainability.

During the event, the 
association announced 
a significant milestone: 
the complete phase-out 
of fossil fuels for heating 
across all its villages and 
facilities in the Kingdom, 
shifting instead to high-
efficiency clean energy 
solutions in line with na-
tional carbon reduction 
goals.

The initiative forms 
part of broader efforts to 
support national action 
on climate change and 
advance the transition 
towards a low-emissions 
economy.

It also aims to provide 
accurate data and sci-
entific analysis to sup-
port evidence-based 
decision-making, mark-
ing a strategic step in 
the association’s journey 
towards institutional 
decarbonisation.

Mustafa Al Washah, 
chairman of SOS Chil-
dren’s Villages Jordan, de-
scribed the launch of the 
carbon footprint report 
and sustainability road-
map as “a pivotal moment 
in the association’s envi-
ronmental work, where 
we move from achieve-
ment to systematic im-
pact grounded in clear 
scientific foundations”.

He added that the asso-
ciation has taken a “bold” 
step by fully discontinu-

ing the use of fossil fu-
els for heating and water 
heating at its villages in 
Amman, Irbid and Aqa-
ba, replacing them with 
efficient clean energy 
solutions.

He noted that this shift 
reflects a “genuine” com-
mitment to reducing car-
bon emissions and sup-
porting national climate 
action efforts.

Al Washah also 
stressed that sustainabil-
ity at SOS Children’s Vil-
lages goes beyond energy, 
encompassing integrated 
resource management 
practices such as rainwa-
ter harvesting, greywater 
reuse and the adoption of 
smart digital systems.

“This report is not 
merely a set of figures, 
but a new commitment 
to our children, our com-
munity and our country 
towards a safer and more 
sustainable future,” he 
said.

Mohammad Qudah, 
director of Environ-
ment and Public Safety, 
speaking on behalf of 
the CEO of Nebras Pow-
erJordan, said that the 
company’s partnership 
with SOS Children’s Vil-
lages reflects its commit-
ment to corporate social 
responsibility.

“We believe that real 
investment begins with 
supporting people and 
empowering local com-
munities,” he said, add-
ing that the partnership 
contributes to initiatives 
that protect children and 
youth, provide a more sta-
ble environment and cre-
ate better opportunities 
for the future, in line with 
the company’s vision of 
supporting sustainability 
and community develop-
ment in Jordan.

Deputising for the 
minister of environment, 
Jihad Sawair, the minis-
try’s adviser for technical 
and international affairs, 
underscored that the 
achievement constitutes 
a leading national model 

for transitioning to clean 
energy and reducing car-
bon emissions.

He praised the associa-
tion’s efforts in adopting 
sustainable solutions and 
eliminating fossil fuel use 
across its sites.

He noted that the ini-
tiative aligns with na-
tional directions towards 
a green economy and 
strengthened climate 
action, stressing the im-
portance of collabora-
tion among institutions 
to promote sustainable 
environmental practices 
and build a more sustain-
able future for coming 
generations.

The event also featured 
a detailed presentation 
of the carbon footprint 
report, highlighting emis-
sion sources, levels and 
opportunities for reduc-
tion, alongside a practical 
roadmap for decarboni-
sation in line with nation-
al and international sus-
tainability frameworks.

Presentations were also 
delivered by Earth Watch, 
with Tamim Al Zou’bi 
outlining the technical 
report and roadmap, and 
by GTE General-Man-
ager Maher Awad who 
presented technological 
solutions supporting the 
transition to sustainable 
energy.

The event further 
marked the launch of 
the second phase of the 
“Eco Champions” project, 
aimed at empowering 
youth and enhancing en-
vironmental awareness, 
in addition to honouring 
partners and supporters 
in recognition of their 
contributions to the suc-
cess of these initiatives.

SOS Children’s Vil-
lages Jordan highlighted 
its commitment to con-
tinuing environmental 
initiatives and working 
with partners to achieve 
sustainable impact that 
contributes to environ-
mental protection and a 
better future for coming 
generations.

SOS Children’s Villages Jordan phases out 
fossil fuels, unveils decarbonisation roadmap

Petra photo

Royal Court Chief Yousef Issawi on Wednesday conducts a field tour in Ajloun Governorate to inaugurate and inspect several projects launched under Royal 
initiatives



AMMAN (JT) —  Jordan 
Atomic Energy Com-
mission (JAEC) Chair-
man Khaled Toukan 
on Wednesday inau-
gurated the National 
Nuclear Science Exhi-
bition 2026, organised 
by the commission 
with the participation 
of school students, 
teachers, university 
students and research-
ers in nuclear science 
and technology.

Toukan said the ex-
hibition aims to intro-
duce Jordan’s nuclear 
programme and pro-
mote the peaceful ap-
plications of nuclear 
energy and radiation, 
highlighting their role 
in supporting sustain-
able development in 
energy, medicine, in-
dustry, agriculture and 
the environment. 

He added that the 
event brings together 
knowledge, practical 
experience and in-
novation, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, 

reported.
The commission also 

announced the launch 
of the first Jordan 
Nuclear Science Com-
petition, held along-
side the exhibition 
in cooperation with 
national institutions, 
to enhance scientific 
knowledge and foster 
creativity and innova-
tion among students 

and teachers across 
the Kingdom.

Toukan said the ini-
tiative seeks to enable 
participants to engage 
in national and in-
ternational activities 
related to nuclear sci-
ence and its peaceful 
applications.

The exhibition show-
cased a range of inno-
vative student projects 

reflecting advanced 
scientific thinking, 
covering medical ap-
plications of radiation, 
clean energy, nuclear 
safety, radiation pro-
tection, industrial and 
agricultural uses, and 
medical applications 
of radioisotopes. All 
projects were evalu-
ated by a specialised 
panel of experts and 

academics based on 
innovation criteria.

The event also in-
cluded interactive ac-
tivities such as guided 
tours of project pa-
vilions, meetings be-
tween students and 
experts, and presenta-
tions on the future of 
nuclear science and its 
applications.

Winning projects, 
along with partners 
and sponsors, were 
honoured during the 
event in recognition 
of students’ efforts 
and creativity, and to 
highlight the impor-
tance of supporting 
scientific initiatives 
that empower youth 
as key drivers of scien-
tific and technological 
progress.

The exhibition and 
competition are seen 
as a milestone in pro-
moting scientific cul-
ture and preparing a 
generation capable of 
leading future innova-
tion and development.

AMMAN (JT) — The 
embassy of Mexico 
in Jordan on Tuesday 
hosted an information 
session for local travel 
and tourism agencies 
to present the logistical 
and promotional frame-
work for the FIFA World 
Cup 2026, which will be 
jointly hosted by Mexi-
co, the US and Canada.

The session provided 
a platform for Jordanian 
tourism professionals to 
prepare for the expected 
increased demand fol-

lowing Jordan’s historic 
qualification for its first-
ever FIFA World Cup ap-
pearance, according to 
an embassy statement.

Mexican Ambassador 
Jacob Prado opened the 
session by welcoming 
representatives of lead-
ing travel agencies and 
stressing Mexico’s read-
iness to receive interna-
tional football fans. 

He highlighted the 
country’s diverse tour-
ism offering, describing 
it as a premier global 

destination combining 
modern infrastructure, 
hospitality and rich cul-
tural heritage.

The presentation out-
lined the three Mexi-
can host cities, Mexico 
City (“The ball returns 
home”), Guadalajara 
(“The most Mexican host 
city”) and Monterrey 
(“Mexico’s most north-
ern host city”), along 
with their main stadi-
ums: The Azteca Stadi-
um (87,500 capacity), the 
Akron Stadium (48,000), 

and the BBVA Stadium 
(53,500), respectively.

Participants were also 
introduced to key tourist 
attractions in each city, 
showcasing a blend of 
modern landmarks and 
historical heritage. Mex-
ico City features sites 
such as the Templo May-
or, the Zócalo, Chapulte-
pec Park, Teotihuacan 
and the National Muse-
um of Anthropology.

Guadalajara high-
lights include its His-
toric Centre, the Guad-

alajara Cathedral, and 
the nearby town of Te-
quila, the birthplace of 
Mexico’s iconic spirit. 
Monterrey is known for 
attractions such as Fun-
didora Park, the Santa 
Lucía Riverwalk and 
the Sierra Madre moun-
tains, the statement 
said.

A key highlight of the 
session was the tourna-
ment’s opening match, 
scheduled for June 11, 
at the Azteca Stadium, 
which will become the 

first venue in history to 
host three FIFA World 
Cup opening matches 
(1970, 1986 and 2026).

The embassy’s consu-
lar section also provided 
an overview of visa re-
quirements, including 
application procedures 
and entry measures 
during the tournament 
period. The session con-
cluded with a question-
and-answer segment 
aimed at facilitating 
travel arrangements for 
Jordanian fans.

AMMAN (JT) — Jor-
dan’s Permanent Rep-
resentative to the 
League of Arab States 
Ambassador Amjad 
Adaileh on Wednesday 
chaired the Arab coor-
dination meeting at the 
level of permanent rep-
resentatives to discuss 
preparations for the 
sixth Arab–European 
Ministerial Meeting, 
which Jordan will host 
on June 22.

During the meeting 
at the Arab League’s 
headquarters, the per-
manent representa-
tives of Arab states 
were briefed on the 

latest developments in 
preparations for the 
ministerial meeting 
and on discussions of 
the draft declaration 
expected to be adopted.

In a statement fol-
lowing the meeting, 
the Arab League said 
the convening of the 
Arab–European Minis-
terial Meeting in Jor-
dan comes at a highly 
significant time, amid 
escalating regional and 
international politi-
cal developments and 
growing challenges 
that require enhanced 
coordination and uni-
fied efforts, the Jordan 

News Agency, Petra, 
reported.

Assistant Secretary-
General and Head of 
the International Po-
litical Affairs Sector 
Ambassador Khaled 
Manzalawi expressed 
anticipation for the 
sixth Arab–European 
Ministerial Meeting, 
which comes after a 
seven-year hiatus since 
its last session. 

He noted that it re-
flects the commitment 
of both Arab and Eu-
ropean sides to main-
taining dialogue chan-
nels and strengthening 
joint cooperation.

Petra photo

During the meeting at the Arab League’s headquarters, the permanent representatives of Arab 
states were briefed on the latest developments in preparations for the sixth Arab–European 
Ministerial Meeting

Petra photo

Jordan Atomic Energy Commission  Chairman Khaled Toukan on Wednesday inaugurates the 
National Nuclear Science Exhibition 2026
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AMMAN (JT) — A dip-
lomatic delegation 
from several partner 
countries on Wednes-
day visited the ware-
houses of the Jordan 
Hashemite Charity Or-
ganisation (JHCO) in 
Zarqa Governorate.

The visit aimed to 
review operational pro-
cedures and logistical 
preparations for a joint 
humanitarian convoy 
scheduled to be sent to 
Lebanon, Al Mamlaka 
TV reported.

The delegation 
toured the storage and 
preparation facilities 
and was briefed on 
the organisation’s in-
tegrated logistics sys-
tem, which manages 
all stages of relief op-
erations, from receiv-
ing aid supplies and 
sorting them, to smart 
storage and convoy 
preparation, according 
to precise operational 
plans designed to en-
sure rapid response 
and efficient delivery.

Officials also pre-
sented tracking sys-
tems, quality assur-
ance procedures and 
governance mecha-
nisms, highlighting an 

institutional approach 
grounded in transpar-
ency and high efficien-
cy in resource manage-
ment, with the aim of 
translating assistance 

into tangible humani-
tarian impact.

Representatives of 
the participating coun-
tries commended the 
level of readiness and 

organisation, as well 
as the ability to rapidly 
convert aid into fully 
prepared convoys ready 
for dispatch within a 
short timeframe.

JHCO Secretary-
General Hussein Shibli 
said the visit reflects 
the depth of Jordan’s 
international partner-
ships in the humani-

tarian field and under-
scores the Kingdom’s 
position as a trusted 
regional hub for coor-
dinating multilateral 
humanitarian respons-
es, alongside growing 
international confi-
dence in its role.

He added that the 
organisation operates 
through an integrated 
system that combines 
field expertise with 
strategic planning, in 
cooperation with the 
Jordan Armed Forc-
es–Arab Army and in 
coordination with the 
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and Expatriates, 
ensuring the efficient 
and timely delivery of 
aid to beneficiaries.

Shibli noted that 
the visit comes as fi-
nal preparations are 
underway to launch 
a joint humanitar-
ian convoy to Lebanon, 
with the participation 
of 10 countries and the 
EU alongside Jordan, 
reflecting the strength 
of international coop-
eration and the King-
dom’s capacity to lead 
and coordinate cross-
border relief opera-
tions efficiently.

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN — The Anti-
Narcotic Department 
(AND) on Wednesday an-
nounced that they have 
arrested six suspects 
who were allegedly spe-
cialised in smuggling il-
licit drugs with balloons 
in the Rweished area, 
according to police.

Law-enforcement of-
ficers also seized large 
amounts of illicit pills, 
automatic weapons and 
some balloons, which 
are allegedly used in 
drug smuggling, accord-
ing to Police Spokes-
person Lt. Col. Amer 
Sartawi.

“AND agents conduct-
ed seven raids in vari-
ous parts of Rweished 
and arrested six sus-
pects, including one 
who was classified as 
armed and dangerous,” 
Sartawi told The Jordan 
Times.

In another major drug 
bust, Sartawi added 
that police arrested four 
wanted drug dealers in 

Balqa Governorate.
Law-enforcement 

agents allegedly found 
a large number of illicit 
drugs and weapons in 
their possession, the po-
lice official added.

Meanwhile, police ar-
rested six suspects in 
Madaba, Karak and Am-
man in various illicit 
drug bust operations, 
according to Sartawi.

Police seized Hash-
ish, Captagon pills and 
Crystal meth during the 
illicit drug bust opera-
tions, he added.

All suspects were re-
ferred to the State Secu-
rity Court prosecution 
office for further ques-
tioning and indictment, 
according to a state-
ment by the Public Se-
curity Directorate.

AT A GLANCE
JAF, Austria sign agreement
to enhance military cooperation

AMMAN (JT) — Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Maj. Gen. Yousef Huneiti on Wednesday 
signed a cooperation agreement with Austrian 
Ambassador to Jordan Marieke Zimburg at the 
General Command of the Jordan Armed Forces–
Arab Army (JAF). The agreement comes as part 
of efforts to expand military cooperation and 
exchange expertise, JAF said in a statement. 
It also aims to strengthen coordination be-
tween the two sides, develop partnerships, and 
broaden areas of joint training and knowledge 
exchange, contributing to enhancing the effi-
ciency and readiness of both countries’ armed 
forces. The deal is part of ongoing cooperation 
programmes implemented by the JAF with 
partner militaries, reflecting efforts to keep 
pace with evolving defence requirements and 
bolster operational capabilities. Senior officers 
from the JAF and representatives from the Aus-
trian side attended the signing.

JAF thwarts 3 drug smuggling attempts

AMMAN (JT) — The Eastern Military Zone on 
Wednesday thwarted three attempts to smug-
gle large quantities of narcotic substances 
using electronically guided balloons. Border 
Guard Units detected the attempts at dawn 
within their area of responsibility. The bal-
loons and their payloads were intercepted and 
brought down inside Jordanian territory, in co-
ordination with the security agencies and the 
Anti-Narcotics Department, according to a Jor-
dan Armed Forces-Arab Army (JAF) statement.  
The seized materials were handed over to the 
relevant authorities to take the necessary legal 
measures.

Diplomatic delegation visits JHCO warehouses 
ahead of joint aid convoy to Lebanon

Jordan chairs coordination meeting ahead of Arab–European ministerial talks

JAEC inaugurates national
nuclear science exhibition 2026

Mexican embassy hosts briefing for Jordanian travel agencies on World Cup 2026 arrangements

Police dismantle balloon-based drug 
smuggling network in Rweished

Al Mamlaka TV photo

The visit aims to review operational procedures and logistical preparations for a joint humanitarian convoy scheduled to be sent 
to Lebanon

Petra photo

Law-enforcement officers seizes large amounts of illicit pills, 
automatic weapons and some balloons, which are allegedly 
used in drug smuggling

Photo courtesy of the embassy of Mexico

The session provided a platform for Jordanian tourism 
professionals to prepare for the expected increased demand 
following Jordan’s historic qualification for its first-ever FIFA 
World Cup appearance



PRESSURE

WASHINGTON, Unit-
ed States (AFP) — The 
United States blocked 
a plane carrying nearly 
$500 million in ban-
knotes from deliver-
ing the cash to Iraq, 
US media reported on 
Tuesday.

The Wall Street Jour-
nal reported that Wash-
ington has suspended 
cash shipments to Iraq 
and frozen funding for 
security programmes 
following attacks on US 
interests in the country 
by groups showing sol-
idarity with Iran.

An Iraqi government 
official told AFP only 
one shipment has not 
arrived, citing “logis-
tical reasons due to 

the war” and airspace 
closure.

An Iraqi central bank 
official also down-
played the issue, tell-
ing AFP that dollar 
shipments have ceased 
during the regional 
war “due to the suspen-
sion of flights and the 
security situation”.

He added that the 
central bank has not 
requested more US dol-
lars as it has sufficient 
reserves and there is 
“no current need to 
boost them”.

But an Iraqi secu-
rity official confirmed 
to AFP that the United 
States has suspended 
its security coopera-
tion with Iraq over 

factions targeting US 
interests.

US State Department 
spokesman Tommy 
Pigott acknowledged 
efforts by Iraqi secu-
rity forces to respond 
to attacks but said 
that some elements in 
the Iraqi government 
“actively provide po-
litical, financial and 
operational cover for 
the militias adversely 
impacts the US-Iraq 
relationship”.

“The United States 
will not tolerate at-
tacks on US interests 
and expects the Iraqi 
government to immedi-
ately take all measures 
to dismantle the Iran-
aligned militia groups 

in Iraq,” he said.
The State Depart-

ment said this month 
it had summoned 
Iraq’s ambassador to 
Washington to express 
“strong condemnation” 
of attacks by pro-Iran 
groups on US interests, 
including an “ambush” 
on US diplomats in 
Baghdad on April 8.

Pigott did not com-
ment on any actions. 
The US Treasury De-
partment declined 
comment.

Damage in war 

Iraq was drawn into 
the Middle East war 
with strikes targeting 
Iran-backed groups, 

which in turn have 
claimed attacks on US 
interests, mostly in 
Iraq but also across 
the Gulf states.

The US embassy in 
Baghdad and a logis-
tical and diplomatic 
center inside the city’s 
airport have been re-
peatedly targeted by 
rockets and drones, 
with most intercepted.

Missile and rocket 
attacks also targeted 
the US consulate in Er-
bil in Iraq’s northern 
Kurdistan region, as 
well as the city’s air-
port, where US-led an-
ti-extremist coalition 
troops are deployed.

The United States 
has leverage over Iraq 
because the country’s 
oil export revenue is 
largely held at the 
Federal Reserve Bank 
in New York, under an 
arrangement reached 
after the 2003 US-led 
invasion that toppled 
former ruler Saddam 
Hussein.

The Wall Street Jour-
nal, quoting unidenti-
fied sources, said that 
the blocked shipment 
involved nearly $500 
million in cash from 
Iraqi oil sales.

The Central Bank of 

Iraq said on Tuesday 
it was not lacking US 
dollars and that it had 
“fulfilled all requests 
from banks and ex-
change companies for 
US dollars, which are 
intended for pilgrims, 
travellers and foreign 
transfers”.

The funding freeze 
to security pro-
grammes includes 

training for Iraq’s 
army and counterter-
ror efforts against 
the Daesh group, 
The New York Times  
reported.

Iranian commander 
Esmail Qaani arrived 
in Baghdad on Satur-
day for meetings with 
political leaders and 
commanders of armed 
factions, a senior Iraqi 

official said, aiming to 
“address regional de-
escalation and its im-
pact on Iraq”.

Pro-Iranian armed 
groups announced on 
April 8 that they would 
suspend their attacks 
for two weeks, follow-
ing the announcement 
of a ceasefire between 
the United States and 
Iran.

Report says US blocked $500 m cash shipment to Iraq over pro-Iran attacks

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard 
said on Wednesday 
their naval forces had 
seized two container 
ships seeking to cross 
the blockaded Strait 
of Hormuz, despite 
US President Donald 
Trump announcing he 
was extending a cease-
fire to allow more time 
for peace talks.

UK-based maritime 
security monitors con-
firmed that three com-
mercial vessels had 
reported incidents in-
volving gunboats in 
the strait, the interna-
tional gateway for the 
Gulf oil and gas indus-
try which US and Ira-
nian forces are battling 
to control.

“The Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps 
naval force this morn-
ing identified and 
stopped in the Strait 
of Hormuz two violat-
ing ships,” the Guard 
said in a statement. 
“The two offending 
ships... were seized by 
the IRGC’s naval forces 
and directed to the Ira-
nian coast.”

They identified one 
ship as the Panama-
flagged container ship 
MSC Francesca and the 
Liberia-flagged Epami-
nodas. The tracking 
site Marine Traffic 
showed the last known 
positions of both ves-
sels closer to the Ira-
nian coast of the strait, 
northeast of Oman.

Earlier, the Brit-
ish maritime security 
monitor UKMTO said 
one container ship re-
ported it was fired 
upon by an Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard 
(IRGC) boat 15 nauti-
cal miles northeast of 
Oman, causing damage 
to the bridge but no 
casualties.

Separately, a third 
ship was fired upon 
and stopped in the wa-
ter eight nautical miles 
west of the Iranian 
coast, UKMTO said, 
without identifying the 
attackers.

British Security firm 
Vanguard Tech identi-
fied it as the Panama-
flagged containership 
Euphoria, which it said 
was “transiting out-
bound of the Strait of 
Hormuz”.

The US Navy is at-
tempting to block ves-
sels heading to and 
from Iranian ports, 

while Tehran has said 
vessels must seek per-
mission to leave or en-
ter the Gulf through 
Hormuz, a route that in 
peacetime accounts for 
a fifth of the world’s 
oil and gas exports 
along with other vital 
commodities.

‘Stateless and 
sanctioned’

The US Defence De-
partment said on Tues-
day that US forces had 
intercepted and board-
ed a “stateless sanc-
tioned” vessel. AFP has 
identified the ship as 
one linked to Iranian 
activity. Both sides ac-
cuse the other of cease-
fire breaches.

Before the latest at-
tacks, Trump had said 
he had pushed back 
the end of the two-
week truce following 
a request by Pakistani 
mediators and to give 
Iran’s “fractured” lead-
ership time to form a 
proposal.

The ceasefire has 
brought some respite 
to a region engulfed 
for weeks in war but, 
with no agreement yet 
in place, uncertainty 
remains and brought 
little relief to global 
markets.

Trump said the US 

blockade of Iran’s ports 
would continue, while 
Pakistani mediators 
try to revive a dialogue.

Iran has all but shut 
the strait in the seven 
weeks since the Unit-
ed States and Israel 
launched a massive at-
tack on the Islamic re-
public that plunged the 
Middle East into war.

Residents in the Ira-
nian capital who spoke 
to Paris-based AFP 
journalists said life 
had worsened despite 
the truce.

“This cursed cease-
fire has broken us,” 
said Saghar, 39. “I don’t 
know anyone around 
me who is doing well.”

Oil prices fell, 
along with stocks, 
on Wednesday as in-
vestors assessed the 
chances of US-Iran 
peace talks.

Pakistan talks?

Britain and other US 
allies have previously 
told Washington they 
would not join any mil-
itary effort to forcibly 
reopen Hormuz.

But the British de-
fence ministry said it 
would host two days of 
UK-France led talks on 
the waterway involving 
more than 30 countries 
starting Wednesday.

The fate of peace 
talks hosted by Paki-
stan remains unclear. 
A previous round col-
lapsed with Tehran 
accusing the United 
States of making exces-
sive demands on Hor-
muz and its nuclear 
programme.

A White House offi-
cial confirmed that Vice 
President JD Vance 
would not travel to Pa-
kistan for a new round 
of negotiations as pre-
viously planned, pend-
ing the submission of 
an Iranian proposal.

Iran, on the other 
hand, never announced 
whether it had de-
cided to send a del-
egation, with experts 
saying its noncommit-
tal was a way to put 
pressure on the Trump 
administration.

Pakistani Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif 
thanked Trump for ex-
tending the ceasefire. 

UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres 
also welcomed the 
move.

In Lebanon, which 
was also plunged into 
war when Hizbollah 
launched rockets at Is-
rael to avenge its kill-
ing of Iran’s supreme 
leader, an Israeli strike 
killed one person and 
wounded two others on 

Wednesday, Lebanese 
state media said.

 ‘Blatant violations’

A separate 10-day 
ceasefire was agreed 
between the two na-
tions on Friday and in-
cluded Hizbollah.

But the militant 
group on Tuesday said 
it had launched rock-
ets and attack drones 
at northern Israel in 
response to “blatant” 
ceasefire violations, 
which it said included 
“attacks on civilians 
and the destruction 
of their homes and 
villages”.

The Israeli military 
said that day that Hiz-
bollah “launched sev-
eral rockets” towards 
soldiers still stationed 
in south Lebanon 
and that the military 
struck the launcher in 
response.

Israel and Lebanon, 
which have no diplo-
matic relations, will 
hold fresh talks in 
Washington on Thurs-
day, a State Depart-
ment official told AFP.

Israeli attacks on 
Lebanon have killed 
at least 2,454 people 
since the start of the 
war, a Lebanese gov-
ernment body said in 
its latest toll.
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The General Headquarters of the Jordan Armed Forces/Royal 
Medical Services hereby announces Tender 
P500/2025/87

( PURE TONE AUDIOMETER )
Bidders who desire to participate therein can obtain a copy of 
the tender documentation against a fee of 25JD non-refundable, 
provided that they bring along a valid trade licence.
Closing date sharp 1:00 P.M., WED 20th of MAY 2026. Non 
conditional bid bond equal to (3%) of the total value of quotation 
must be submitted along with the quotations٫
Any quotations/offers will not be accepted after above mentioned 
closing date and sharp time. 
(The winning bidder is responsible for paying advertisement 
fees, regardless how often the bid is announced.)

For more details please contact us at www.jrms.jaf.mil.jo 

Tender Invitation
The General Headquarters of the Jordan Armed Forces/Royal 
Medical Services hereby announces Tender 
P17/2026/1

)UROLOGICAL CATHETERS/1 العامة  )القساطر 
Bidders who desire to participate therein can obtain a copy of 
the tender documentation against a fee of 75JD non-refundable, 
provided that they bring along a valid trade licence.
Closing date sharp 1:00 P.M., WED 20th of MAY 2026. Non 
conditional bid bond equal to (3%) of the total value of quotation 
must be submitted along with the quotations٫
Any quotations/offers will not be accepted after above mentioned 
closing date and sharp time. 
(The winning bidder is responsible for paying advertisement 
fees, regardless how often the bid is announced.)

For more details please contact us at www.jrms.jaf.mil.jo 

Tender Invitation

Iran says seized two ships 
seeking to cross Strait of Hormuz

Pope in Equatorial Guinea 
criticises prison conditions
MONGOMO, Equatorial 
Guinea (AFP) — Pope 
Leo XIV on Wednesday 
called for “greater room 
for freedom” in Equa-
torial Guinea and de-
livered a rare criticism 
of living conditions for 
prisoners before visiting 
inmates in a jail known 
for its squalor and ill-
treatment of detainees.

The leader of the 
world’s Catholics was 
on the second day of 
his visit to the oil-rich 
African nation, visit-
ing President Teodoro 
Obiang Nguema Mbaso-
go’s stronghold of Mon-
gomo, near the border 
with Gabon.

At a mass in Mon-
gomo attended by 
some 100,000 follow-
ers, the US-born Pontiff, 
70, urged the country, 
where the majority of 
people live in poverty, 
to close the gap between 
“the privileged and the 
disadvantaged”.

“May there be greater 
room for freedom and 
may the dignity of the 
human person always be 
safeguarded,” he told the 
congregation, including 
Obiang, who has ruled 
with an iron fist since 
1979 and is regularly ac-
cused of rights abuses.

“My thoughts go to 
the poorest, to families 
experiencing difficulty, 
and to prisoners who 
are often forced to live in 
troubling hygienic and 
sanitary conditions.”

The Pope’s comments, 
although delivered dip-
lomatically, are a very 
rare denunciation of the 
country, which is criti-
cised for stifling free-
dom of expression.

He was due to meet 

inmates at the prison in 
Bata, the economic capi-
tal and biggest city on 
the shores of the Gulf of 
Guinea.

In a 2023 report, the 
US State Department 
documented cases of 
torture, extreme over-
crowding and deplor-
able sanitary conditions 
in Equatorial Guinea’s 
prisons.

Amnesty International 
in 2021 called detainees 
“forgotten people”, who 
are often jailed in notori-
ous prisons such as Bata 
after flawed trials.

“Since they enter the 
prison walls, they have 
neither been seen nor 
heard from and their 
relatives do not know 
whether they are alive or 
dead,” the global rights 
monitor said.

Balloons 

Pope Leo was welcomed 
at the Mongomo ba-
silica in a supercharged 
atmosphere, with fire-
works and a release of 
balloons celebrating 
his arrival, plus a tour 
through cheering crowds 
in the Popemobile.

He has to strike a deli-
cate balance in Equato-
rial Guinea, support-
ing the faithful without 
backing the government 
of Obiang, who has been 
in power since 1979 and 
at 83 is the world’s long-
est-serving head of state 
who is not a monarch.

After his visit to Bata 
prison, he will pay trib-
ute to the victims of a 
deadly accident that 
rocked the coastal city 
in 2021, when a fire set 
off a series of explosions 
at a munitions depot 

that killed more than 
100 people and wound-
ed around 600 others.

The Pope arrived in 
Equatorial Guinea on 
Tuesday after stops in 
Algeria, Cameroon and 
Angola.

In a speech, he urged 
the country to place it-
self “in the service of law 
and justice”, pointed re-
marks in an authoritar-
ian country regularly ac-
cused of rights abuses.

But his tone was more 
measured than on his 
previous stops, when he 
lambasted the “tyrants” 
ransacking the world, 
condemned “exploita-
tion” by the rich and 
powerful, and clashed 
with Donald Trump af-
ter the US president took 
issue with his call for an 
end to the Middle East 
war.

Eighty per cent of the 
small coastal country’s 
two million people are 
Catholics, a legacy of 
Spanish colonisation.

Hydrocarbon produc-
tion accounts for 46 
per cent of Equatorial 
Guinea’s economy and 
more than 90 per cent of 
exports, according to Af-
rican Development Bank 
figures.

But according to Hu-
man Rights Watch, “vast 
oil revenues fund lavish 
lifestyles for the small 
elite surrounding the 
president, while a large 
proportion of the popu-
lation continues to live 
in poverty”.

The Pope will wrap 
up his 11-day, 18,000 
kilometre Africa trip on 
Thursday with an open-
air Mass in the capital, 
Malabo, then return to 
Rome.

AFP photo

Commercial vessels are seen off the coast of Dubai on Monday. Oil prices jumped sharply on Monday over fears hostilities could 
resume in the weeks-long war, after Iran closed the Strait of Hormuz again over the weekend following its brief reopening on 
Friday in recognition of a ceasefire in Lebanon

AFP photo

Pope Leo XIV arrives to lead a Holy Mass at the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in 
Mongomo on the tenth day of an 11-day apostolic journey to Africa, on Wednesday

AFP photo

Gas flares at an oil refinery near Iraq’s receding marshes of Hawizeh, which straddle the border 
with Iran, in the southeastern Missan province on April 25, 2025



Palestinians say Israeli settler 
gunfire kills man in West Bank
Ramallah, Palestin-
ian Territories (AFP) — 
The Palestinian health 
ministry said Israeli 
settlers shot dead a 
Palestinian man in the 
occupied West Bank on 
Wednesday, the third 
victim of deadly gun-
fire in two days.

The ministry said 
25-year-old Awda Atef 
Awawdeh was killed 
by settler gunfire in 
the central West Bank 
town of Deir Dibwan, 
just east of Ramallah.

The Palestinian Red 
Crescent earlier report-
ed that an individual 
was being transported 
to hospital after being 
“wounded by live gun-
fire in the back during 
an attack by settlers” in 
Deir Dibwan.

In a post on X, the 
Palestinian Authority’s 
government media of-
fice reported that Israe-
li forces had detained 
Palestinian residents 

of Deir Dibwan, shar-
ing footage appearing 
to show dozens of men 

walking in a line along 
a road. 

AFP was unable to 

independently verify 
the footage.

The PA said Israeli 

settler gunfire on Tues-
day killed 14-year-old 
Aws Hamdi Al Naasan 
and Jihad Marzouq 
Abu Naim, 32, in the 
village of Al Mughay-
yir, also in the central 
West Bank.

They were among the 
latest victims of surg-
ing violence involving 
Israeli settlers, which 
has spiked across the 
West Bank since the 
start of the Middle East 
war on February 28.

According to an AFP 
tally based on Palestin-
ian health ministry fig-
ures, Israeli troops or 
settlers have killed at 
least 1,065 Palestinians 
in the West Bank since 
the start of the Gaza 
war in October 2023.

Official Israeli fig-
ures say at least 46 Is-
raelis have been killed 
in Palestinian attacks 
or during Israeli mili-
tary operations in the 
same period.

Gov’t completes 8 projects 
under EMV in Q1 2026

Prime minister urges faster 
rollout of GAM digital services

Capital expenditure rises by 60.4% 
in early 2026 — Finance Ministry

Continued from page 1

The government has 
allocated around JD396 

million in the 2026 draft 
budget to support the 
implementation of the 
Economic Modernisa-

tion Vision programmes, 
which have been under-
way since their launch in 
late 2022.

Continued from page 1

Shawarbeh said 
that the first tranche, 
valued at JD400 mil-
lion, is expected to be 

launched by the end 
of June, with prepa-
rations under way for 
subsequent tranches, 
aimed at restructuring 
debt, lowering borrow-

ing costs, and trans-
forming liabilities into 
long-term investment 
opportunities to sup-
port service and devel-
opment projects.

Continued from page 1

Grants received by 
the Kingdom during the 
first two months of 2026 
amounted to JD16.3 
million, compared with 

JD3.4 million in the 
same period last year, 
bringing total public rev-
enues, including grants, 
to JD1.497 billion, com-
pared with JD1.448 bil-
lion in the corresponding 

period.
The rise in capital ex-

penditure aligns with 
government policies 
aimed at boosting eco-
nomic growth and im-
proving public services.
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Jordan, Syria launch joint platform 
to manage shared water resources

Continued from page 1

It also translates 
progress in Jordanian–
Syrian relations through 
technical coordination 
in managing shared wa-
ter resources, he said.

He stressed the impor-
tance of cooperation in 
addressing water short-
age challenges, in line 
with directives of His 
Majesty King Abdullah, 
and within the outcomes 
of the second session 
of the Jordanian–Syr-
ian Higher Coordination 
Council held in Amman 
on April 12.

“The platform reflects 
the depth of relations 
between the two coun-
tries and their joint com-
mitment to advancing 
cooperation in one of the 
most vital sectors, based 
on data sharing and 
joint work to serve both 
nations.”

In remarks to Al Mam-

laka TV, Abu Saudi said 
that Syria has stopped 
drilling illegal wells in 
the south [on the bor-
ders with Jordan], a 
“step that will help Jor-
dan’s groundwater ba-
sins recover”.

He said the decision 
will support restoring 
balance in groundwa-
ter basins and improve 
their sustainability.

He also highlighted 
technical support pro-
vided by the United 
States to ensure secure 
data management sys-
tems, which contrib-
uted to developing the 
platform as a practical 
model for cooperation 
in supporting water 
sustainability. He reaf-
firmed Jordan’s com-
mitment to regional 
cooperation and open-
ness to initiatives that 
enhance water security 
as a key pillar of sta-
bility and sustainable 

development.
Syria’s Assistant Min-

ister of Water Osama 
Abu Zaid praised Jor-
dan’s support for the 
Syrian people, adding 
that Syria is committed 
to developing the Yar-
mouk Basin and achiev-
ing sustainable water 
resource management.

Abu Zaid said that the 
platform is not only a 
technical achievement 
but a practical step to 
enhance transparency, 
improve water resource 
management efficien-
cy, and shift toward 
a modern data-based 
approach. 

He explained that it 
will help unite data-
bases related to the Yar-
mouk Basin, improve 
monitoring accuracy, 
facilitate data exchange, 
support joint studies 
and plans, and strength-
en the ability to address 
water challenges.

Jordan serves as key ICRC logistics hub for regional operations — official
Continued from page 1

The Kingdom also 
serves as a base for spe-
cialised medical person-
nel, including surgeons 
and nurses, who are dis-
patched according to op-
erational needs.

Fridez underscored the 
growing importance of 
accurate media coverage 
in conflict zones, warning 
of an increase in misinfor-
mation and hate speech.

“One of our roles is to 
ensure that the right in-
formation is communi-
cated about conflicts and 
realities on the ground,” 
he said, stressing that 
journalists play a critical 
role in countering disin-
formation through veri-
fied reporting.

He added that inter-
national humanitarian 
law includes provisions 
aimed at protecting jour-
nalists due to their role 
during wartime, and high-
lighted the need for close 
cooperation between the 
media and humanitar-

ian organisations to pre-
vent the spread of false 
information.

Despite ongoing efforts, 
Fridez said humanitar-
ian operations continue 
to face significant chal-
lenges, including restrict-
ed access to vulnerable 
populations, operational 
constraints imposed by 
some countries, and secu-
rity risks in conflict zones.

ICRC Deputy Head of 
Delegation Pieter Van 
Aken said the workshop 
comes amid escalating 
violence across the region, 

with civilians bearing the 
brunt of the impact.

“Families are being sep-
arated, lives are being lost, 
and access to essential 
services such as health-
care, water and electricity 
is increasingly disrupted,” 
he said.

Van Aken emphasised 
that responsible journal-
ism is essential to shap-
ing public understanding 
of such crises and ensur-
ing that the human cost 
of conflicts is accurately 
represented.

He also highlighted Jor-
dan’s broader humanitar-
ian and diplomatic role, 
noting that the Kingdom 
is among six core states 
supporting a global ini-
tiative to strengthen com-
mitment to international 
humanitarian law. Jordan 
is also set to host a “Hu-
manity in War” conference 
later in 2026.

During the workshop, 
ICRC spokesperson in 
Gaza Amani Al Naouq de-
scribed the ongoing war 
in the enclave as one of 

the most devastating ex-
periences for its residents.

She said the conflict 
has resulted in more than 
70,000 deaths and over 
172,000 injuries, with 
“every family” affected by 
loss. Displacement has 
reached unprecedented 
levels, with more than 90 
per cent of the population 
forced to flee their homes, 
often multiple times.

“Families have some-
times been displaced five 
or six times,” she said, 
adding that many re-
turned during ceasefires 
only to find their homes 
destroyed.

Al Naouq also high-
lighted the collapse of ba-
sic services, citing severe 
shortages in healthcare, 
water and aid distribu-
tion. Thousands remain 
missing, while many pa-
tients await treatment 
amid limited medical 
capacity.

In Lebanon, ICRC 
spokesperson Sally Aoun 
said that civilians con-
tinue to face compounded 

crises driven by conflict, 
economic collapse and 
political instability.

“Behind the headlines, 
there is human suffering 
that is often forgotten,” 
she said, warning that 
humanitarian access is 
becoming increasingly 
constrained.

She also pointed to the 
pressures faced by hu-
manitarian workers, who 
operate under significant 
psychological, economic 
and security strain.

The workshop featured 
sessions led by ICRC of-
ficials from the Amman 
delegation and regional 
offices, including speak-
ers from Gaza and Leba-
non. Participants shared 
field-based insights on 
the humanitarian im-
pact of ongoing conflicts, 
provided an overview of 
international humanitar-
ian law, and discussed 
the challenges facing hu-
manitarian work, while 
highlighting the media’s 
role in ensuring accurate 
and responsible coverage.

‘Families are 

being separated, 

lives are being 

lost...’

Islamic Action Front adopts new name, 
IEC says party still faces unresolved violations
By Mai Anati

AMMAN — The Is-
lamic Action Front 
party has announced 
plans to adopt the new 
name “Ummah Party”, 
ending more than three 
decades under its pre-
vious title.

The decision came 
after internal proce-
dures culminated in 
the approval of the 
party’s general confer-
ence, which endorsed 
amendments to the 
name, bylaws and 
objectives.

The party said in 
a statement that the 
change represents a 
“step towards broader 
horizons without al-
tering its core political 
reference framework”.

The move followed 
correspondence from 
the Independent Elec-
tion Commission (IEC) 
in February, which re-
quested the party to 
rectify violations re-
lated to its internal 
bylaw, in line with the 
Political Parties Law.

IEC Spokesperson 
Mohammad Khair 
Rawashdeh said, in 
a press release pub-
lished on the com-
mission’s website in 
February, that the re-
corded violations were 
not limited to the par-
ty’s name.

He said they also 
included provisions 
conflicting with dem-
ocratic practices, in-
cluding the mecha-

nism for forming party 
courts and the method 
of electing the execu-
tive office in a way that 
concentrated options 
in the hands of the 
secretary-general.

Rawashdeh added 
that other violations 
related to party fi-
nances and spending 
provisions, as well as 
clauses governing the 
liquidation of party 
assets.

He said that the par-
ty’s current bylaws al-
lowed assets to be dis-

tributed to charitable 
associations upon dis-
solution, while the law 
stipulates that such 
funds revert to the 
State Treasury’s party 
allocation account.

He added that several 
observations remained 
unanswered until the 
party received formal 
notification from the 
Parties Register.

Rawashdeh reaf-
firmed the IEC’s com-
mitment to applying 
the Political Parties 
Law fairly, ensur-

ing equal opportuni-
ties among all parties 
and safeguarding the 
integrity of political 
competition.

He said that the aim 
was to “entrench fair-
ness as a general rule 
and prevent the mo-
nopolisation of sym-
bols, affiliations or 
titles by any single 
party”.

In recent remarks to 
Al Mamlaka, IAF Sec-
retary-General Wael 
Saqqa confirmed that 
the party has changed 

its long-held name to 
“Ummah Party”. 

Saqqa said that the 
party has not yet reg-
istered its new name 
with the IEC, and he 
ruled out facing any 
problems with the new 
name.

The name change 
also came after the for-
mal dissolution of the 
Muslim Brotherhood 
in Jordan, a develop-
ment that reshaped 
the political environ-
ment surrounding the  
party.
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 The Independent Election Commission headquarters in Amman

Trump alleges Democratic-backed 
Virginia referendum was ‘rigged’
WASHINGTON, United 
States (AFP) — US Presi-
dent Donald Trump on 
Wednesday alleged a 
vote in which Virginia 
backed a new electoral 
map that could favour 
Democrats was “rigged” 
— echoing his claims 
over the 2020 election.

“A RIGGED ELEC-
TION TOOK PLACE 
LAST NIGHT,” Trump 
said on social media. 
“All day long Republi-
cans were winning, the 
Spirit was unbeliev-
able, until the very end 
when, of course, there 
was a massive ‘Mail In 
Ballot Drop!’”

The state voted in a 
referendum on Tuesday 
to allow the redrawing 
of the congressional 
map, giving Democrats 
a strong advantage 
in 10 of the state’s 11 
House districts, up 
from their previous 6-5 
edge.

The temporary map 
is the latest instance 
of “gerrymandering”, 
the long-established 
but widely criticized 
US practice of drawing 
electoral boundaries to 
benefit one party.

Gerrymandering has 
become a defining el-
ement in November’s 
midterm elections, in 
which all US House 
Representatives and 
one-third of Senators 
are on the ballot.

Redistricting usually 
follows the US national 
census every 10 years, 
but Trump last year 
urged Republican-led 

states to redraw maps 
mid-decade to pro-
tect the party’s fragile 
House of Representa-
tives majority.

Texas moved first, 
adopting a map that 
could add up to five 
Republican seats. Cali-
fornia answered with 
a ballot measure de-
signed to give Demo-
crats five more of their 
own.

Election fraud claims 

Democrats argued that 
the Virginia map was 
a necessary counter-
weight to Trump’s pres-
sure campaign, while 
Republicans denounced 
it as a power grab in a 
state where Trump took 
46 per cent of the vote in 
2024.

“Six to five goes to ten 
to one, and yet the Pres-
idential Election in No-

vember was very close 
to a 50-50 split,” Trump 
said on Wednesday.

The 79-year-old Re-
publican also criticised 
the Virginia election as 
confusing, writing: “In 
addition to everything 
else, the language on 
the Referendum was 
purposefully unintelli-
gible and deceptive.”

Trump heavily 
pushed the Texas redis-
tricting effort, which 
was jammed through 
by the state legislature 
without a referendum.

A vocal critic of mail-
in voting as a supposed 
cause of election fraud 
— despite using it him-
self — Trump for years 
has propagated the 
falsehood to justify his 
attempt to overturn his 
2020 election loss to 
Democrat Joe Biden.

No evidence has 
been produced by any 
credible authority that 
the 2020 vote or any 
other was impacted by 
cheating.

Trump has been 
pushing Republi-
cans to pass a sweep-
ing overhaul of voting 
rules before Novem-
ber’s midterm elections 
called the Safeguard 
American Voter Eligi-
bility (SAVE) America 
Act.

The bill, which has 
already passed the 
House, faces steep 
obstacles in the Sen-
ate, where Republi-
cans lack the votes to 
overcome Democratic 
opposition.

‘In addition to 

everything else, 

the language on 

the Referendum 

was purposefully 

unintelligible and 

deceptive’

 AFP photo

Mourners carry the body of 25-year-old Awda Atef Awawdeh, a Palestinian man who was killed 
by alleged settler gunfire in the town of Deir Dibwan in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, at a 
hospital in Ramallah on Wednesday



By Raad Mahmoud Al-Tal

The current war may have its biggest 

effect on global trade and energy. 

Shipping companies no longer trust 

depending only on the Strait of Hormuz or 

other normal shipping routes. Because of 

this, many companies and countries are now 

looking for other ways to move goods.

Some are using the route around “the Cape 

of Good Hope” in South Africa. Others are 

looking at land routes, oil pipelines, and 

even new railway lines between Asia and Eu-

rope. But these alternatives are slower and 

more expensive. Using “the Cape of Good 

Hope” adds 10 to 20 extra days to a ship-

ping trip. It also increases the cost of fuel, 

insurance, and transport by around 30 to 40 

per cent. Building new routes, pipelines, and 

land corridors will take many years and may 

cost more than 300 billion dollars.

This means the world economy is now pay-

ing a new kind of cost. Countries and compa-

nies are not only paying to move goods. They 

are also paying to protect themselves from 

the risk of future disruptions. This can be 

called the “cost of geopolitical insurance”.

The problem is no longer only about oil. 

India produces around 20 per cent of the 

world’s medicines. It imports more than 60 

per cent of its oil from the Gulf. India also 

depends on the Gulf for many of the chemi-

cals used to make medicine. If there is a long 

disruption in the Gulf, medicine production 

in India could become more expensive. Some 

medicines could also become harder to find 

in world markets.

This is important for the United States be-

cause the US imports a large amount of med-

icine from India. Because of this, Washing-

ton no longer sees the Strait of Hormuz only 

as an energy route. It now sees it as part of 

its health and food security too.

This may also explain why the United 

States has been careful about increasing oil 

sanctions on Russia. The US wanted to put 

more pressure on Russia, but it also under-

stood that world markets could not handle 

losing Russian oil while Gulf oil exports 

were also falling.

For this reason, the United States extended 

some exceptions to the sanctions. Keeping 

the oil market stable became more important 

than political pressure. Even if the Strait of 

Hormuz opens again soon, the world econo-

my will not return to the way it was before.

Trust has been damaged. Businesses and 

factories have already started changing the 

way they work. Countries are also search-

ing for safer and more reliable routes. This 

means the current crisis is not just a tempo-

rary problem. It could become a major turn-

ing point that changes trade, energy and in-

vestment for many years.

The world has already entered a new eco-

nomic period. It is no longer only about com-

petition between countries or changes in in-

terest rates. The bigger question is this: How 

can the global economy continue if its most 

important trade and energy routes can be 

closed at any time?
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By Hasan Dajah

In moments of major trans-
formation, a nation’s 
strength is not measured by 

the rigidity of its outward po-
sitions, but rather by its abil-
ity to reshape the rules of the 
game without losing its essence. 
From this perspective, what has 
transpired in Jordan — particu-
larly in relation to Ummah Party 
— can be interpreted as the po-
litical adaptation of the party, 
a direct reflection of a forward-
looking Jordanian vision that 
prioritises the national interest 
above any narrow ideological or 
organisational considerations 
and redefines the relationship 
between the state and political 
parties within the framework of 
dynamic stability.

Through its management 
of this issue, the Jordanian 
state has demonstrated that 
it does not operate reactively, 
but rather according to a stra-
tegic vision that anticipates 
and contains transformations. 
Instead of resorting to drastic 
measures such as banning or 
exclusion, the path has been di-
rected towards legal and politi-
cal restructuring, ensuring that 
party activity remains within 
the national framework while 
simultaneously preventing its 
descent into internal clashes or 
unforeseen external pressures. 
This management style reflects 
a profound political philosophy 
based on “intelligent contain-
ment” rather than “costly exclu-
sion”.

Conversely, the party’s deci-
sion cannot be understood in 
isolation from this context. It re-
veals an advanced understand-
ing of the nature of regional 
and international transforma-
tions, where rigid ideological 
discourse is no longer able to 
withstand the demands of the 
modern state. The adaptation 
the party has demonstrated- 
whether in changing its name or 
in complying with the require-
ments of the Political Parties 
Law- is not so much a retreat as 
it is a transition from a phase 

of “closed identity” to a “flex-
ible political identity”, one that 
seeks integration into the politi-
cal system without completely 
losing its frame of reference.

Herein lies a deeper analyti-
cal point that transcends a su-
perficial reading of the event: 
what has occurred is not mere-
ly technical legal compliance, 
but a conscious repositioning 
within the equation of political 
legitimacy. Through this step, 
the party is not only changing 
its form but also redefining the 
source of its legitimacy, moving 
from transnational ideological 
affiliation to national affiliation 
founded on the constitution and 
the rule of law. This transfor-
mation entails a reformulation 
of the relationship between the 
party and the state, so that it 
becomes part of the structure of 
the political system, not outside 
of it. If this path is completed, it 
will signify the party’s transfor-
mation from a closed, ideologi-
cal actor to an open, institution-
alised political actor, capable 
of engaging with the rules of 
pluralism. This aligns with the 
requirements of the modern 
nation-state and the demands of 
long-term stability.

More importantly, this mo-
ment reveals a rare convergence 
between the will of the state 
and the interests of the party 
at a middle ground that rede-
fines the rules of political inter-
action. The state is not merely 
seeking formal compliance, but 
rather the construction of a civil 
party model capable of generat-
ing stability and strengthening 
institutional legitimacy. Mean-
while, the party recognises that 
its continued existence and in-
fluence are no longer possible 
outside this framework. This 
convergence transcends mere 
situational pragmatism, reflect-
ing a structural shift in the con-
sciousness of both parties. 

The state moves from man-
aging pluralism to shaping it, 
while the party transitions from 
traditional opposition to condi-
tional partnership. In this con-
text, a new equation emerges, 

based on mutual adaptation 
rather than conflict. This gives 
the Jordanian experience its 
unique character and establish-
es a more flexible model, better 
equipped to respond to regional 
and international transforma-
tions. From another perspec-
tive, it can be argued that Jor-
dan has presented a different 
model for dealing with ideologi-
cally driven movements, mov-
ing away from the dichotomy of 
“complete containment” or “total 
exclusion” that prevailed in the 
region. 

It has chosen a third path 
based on “gradual readjust-
ment”, whereby political actors 
are integrated into the national 
political system, with clear con-
ditions regarding organisation-
al independence, civil discourse, 
and adherence to the law. This 
path, despite its complexities, 
is not merely about managing 
a balance of power, but rather 
about restructuring the party 
landscape on more realistic 
foundations. It allows parties to 
adapt without being fractured, 
and maintains the state’s role as 
regulator, not adversary, thereby 
enhancing stability and reduc-
ing the potential for sharp po-
larisation.

On a broader Jordanian level, 
what has transpired reflects a 

profound understanding that 
the challenges are no longer 
solely internal, but are the prod-
uct of a complex interplay be-
tween regional pressures and 
international transformations. 
In this context, maintaining in-
ternal stability becomes a stra-
tegic priority that supersedes 
all other considerations. There-
fore, managing this issue was 
not simply a political decision, 
but rather part of a broader 
strategy aimed at fortifying the 
state within a turbulent regional 
environment.

 In light of this, the party’s ad-
aptation can be understood not 
as a circumstantial response, 
but as part of a long process to-
ward redefining political action 
in Jordan. Through this step, the 
party sends a message that it is 
ready to transform into a nation-
al actor that collaborates with 
the state in protecting higher 
interests, without relinquish-
ing its representative role. This, 
in itself, reinforces the idea that 
parties in Jordan have begun to 
realise that political legitimacy 
is no longer built on slogans, 
but on the ability to adapt and 
contribute to the stability of the 
state.

Ultimately, what has tran-
spired transcends being a mere 
formal amendment or a legal 
response; it reflects a moment 
of political maturity where the 
state’s vision intersects with 
the party’s pragmatism, within 
a delicate equation that bal-
ances stability and change. The 
Jordanian vision has proven its 
ability to anticipate the future 
by managing the present intelli-
gently, while the party has dem-
onstrated its capacity to reposi-
tion itself in a way that serves 
the national interest. Between 
these two extremes, the fea-
tures of a different Arab politi-
cal model are taking shape, one 
based on conscious adaptation, 
flexible stability and prioritis-
ing the national interest above 
all else.

Hasan Dajah — professor of Strategic 
Studies at Al-Hussein Bin Talal University
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Xinjiang in the new era has 
a magnificent atmosphere

The Jordanian vision 

has proven its ability 

to anticipate the future 

by managing the 

present intelligently, 

while the party has 

demonstrated its 

capacity to reposition 

itself in a way that 

serves the national 

interest

By Guo Wei

Xinjiang was known as 
“Western Regions” in an-
cient age, meaning the 

western border of China. It was 
formally incorporated into the 
central government of China in 
60 BC when the Western Han 
Dynasty established the Protec-
torate of the Western Regions. 
Due to its remote location on the 
north-western border, succes-
sive Chinese dynasties employed 
various measures, including 
military force, to resist external 
invasion and infiltration, striv-
ing to maintain social stability 
in Xinjiang. Due to the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP)’s strat-
egy of governing Xinjiang in the 
new era, Xinjiang today enjoys 
social stability, economic pros-
perity, a peaceful and happy 
life for its people and opening 
to the world. The whole region 
across the Tianshan Mountains 
presents an atmosphere of sta-
bility and development.

I. Xinjiang in the new era enjoys 
the harmonious coexistence of all 
ethnic groups.

Since ancient times, Xinjiang 
has been home to various ethnic 
groups, where the Uyghur, Han, 
Kazakh and Hui populations each 
exceeding 1 million. As the Uy-
ghur proverb says, “Success hap-
pens in an amicable environment 
and strength builds from solidar-
ity.” In Xinjiang, all ethnic groups 
live in harmony and unity, closely 
bound like seeds of a pomegran-
ate. From 2010 to 2020, the mi-
nority population in Xinjiang in-
creased from approximately 13 
million to nearly 15 million, with 
the Uyghur population growing 
from 10 million to 11.62 million, 
accounting for 45 per cent of Xin-
jiang’s total population, which 
was a significantly higher growth 
rate than the Han (which is Chi-
na’s majority ethnic group) popu-
lation. This population growth 
not only reflects the development 
of Xinjiang’s minority groups but 
also rebuts the so-called “geno-
cide” lie.

Xinjiang had suffered greatly 
from terrorism and extrem-
ism, with people’s lives severely 
threatened. Faced with this situ-
ation, Xinjiang, while cracking 

down on violent terrorist ac-
tivities according to laws, has 
vigorously promoted vocational 
education and training and 
strengthened de-radicalisation 
efforts. In recent years, there 
have been no violent terrorist 
incidents in Xinjiang, and social 
order has been stable. There is 
no longer any fertile ground for 
instigating ethnic conflicts.

II. Xinjiang in the new era enjoys 
the thriving economy

President Xi Jinping emphasised 
that development is the key to 
solving all problems in Xinjiang. 
Xinjiang has implemented the 
new development philosophy, 
promoting economic restructur-
ing and industrial optimisation, 
leading to a vibrant economy. In 
2025, Xinjiang’s GDP reached 2.15 
trillion yuan (US$313 billion), 
roughly equivalent to the eco-
nomic size of countries like Iraq 
and Portugal. Fixed asset invest-
ment grew by 7.2 per cent, rank-
ing 2nd among China’s provinces 
or regions.

Xinjiang is the world’s cotton 
granary. China’s cotton produc-
tion accounts for nearly a quarter 
of global output, with Xinjiang 
cotton accounting for over 90 per 
cent. Many clothing brands in-
dicate the use of Xinjiang cotton 
on their fabric labels, using it as 
a symbol of high-quality prod-
ucts. Xinjiang not only has suit-
able climate conditions for cot-
ton growth but also large-scale, 
intensive production models 
and advanced equipment. Today, 
smart agriculture technology 

permeates the entire cotton pro-
duction process in Xinjiang, with 
remote sensing satellite moni-
toring cotton growth, drones 
spraying pesticides, and cotton 
harvesters equipped with the 
BeiDou Navigation Satellite Sys-
tem efficiently harvesting cotton, 
achieving a mechanization rate 
of over 97 per cent.

Xinjiang is also China’s “West-
ern Barn”. In 2025, Xinjiang’s 
grain yield per mu reached 552.8 
kg, maintaining its leading posi-
tion in the country.

III. Xinjiang in the new era enjoys 
a peaceful and happy life for the 
people

President Xi Jinping pointed out 
that the original aspiration and 
mission of the CCP is to seek hap-
piness for the Chinese people, in-
cluding people of all ethnic groups 
in Xinjiang, and to strive for the 
rejuvenation of the Chinese na-
tion, including all ethnic groups 
in Xinjiang. Xinjiang adheres to 
a people-centred approach, fo-
cusing its policies on improving 
people’s livelihoods and increas-
ing their income. To address is-
sues such as elderly care, educa-
tion, employment, healthcare and 
housing, Xinjiang allocates over 
75 per cent of its annual fiscal 
expenditure to guaranteeing and 
improving people’s well-being.

In 2020, over 3 million people 
in Xinjiang were lifted out of 
poverty. In 2025, the per capita 
disposable income of Xinjiang 
residents reached nearly 33,000 
yuan (US$4,853). Today, every vil-
lage in Xinjiang has paved roads, 
every household has comfortable 
housing, employment opportuni-
ties are available near homes, 
and medical care is guaranteed, 
leading to a continuous improve-
ment in people’s sense of happi-
ness.

Xinjiang has made every ef-
fort to promote employment, 
increasing the number of em-
ployed people from 12.46 million 
in 2012 to 14.4 million in 2025, 
a growth of 15.6 per cent, while 
maximising the guarantee of 
voluntary employment and de-
cent work for all ethnic groups. A 
few countries have used fallacies 
such as “forced labour” to sanc-
tion companies and individuals 
involved in Xinjiang, which is 

actually a pretext for political 
manipulation and economic bul-
lying under the guise of “human 
rights”. Facts speak louder than 
words, and the achievements of 
Xinjiang’s economic and social 
development cannot be denied.

IV. Xinjiang in the new era enjoys 
the benefits of opening up to the 
world

Xinjiang has shed its label as a 
“remote region” and grown into 
a hub of the Eurasian continent 
and a bridgehead for China’s 
westward opening-up. Xinjiang 
currently has 19 open ports, with 
its two major railway ports han-
dling more than half of the coun-
try’s China-Europe (Asia) freight 
train services. It also has 28 civil-
ian airports, connecting to 21 for-
eign cities and 79 Chinese cities.

Xinjiang is expanding its net-
work of economic and trade co-
operation. In 2025, Xinjiang es-
tablished trade relations with 
211 countries and regions world-
wide, with total import and ex-
port volume exceeding 500 bil-
lion yuan (US$73.5 billion). In 
recent years, Xinjiang has intro-
duced new measures to attract 
foreign investment. In 2025, the 
actual use of foreign capital 
reached US$395 million, a year-
on-year increase of 9.77 per cent, 
demonstrating the international 
community’s confidence in Xin-
jiang’s development.

Beautiful Xinjiang welcomes 
tourists from home and abroad. 
In 2025, Xinjiang received 323 
million tourists. What is a real 
Xinjiang? The 26 million peo-
ple of Xinjiang, over 300 million 
tourists, and journalists, diplo-
mats, and friends from all walks 
of life who have personally vis-
ited Xinjiang from more than 
100 countries and international 
organisations are the best judges 
of its quality.

Seeing is believing. Xinjiang’s 
doors are open to friends from 
Jordan and around the world. 
We sincerely welcome everyone 
to come to Xinjiang to admire 
its magnificent scenery, taste its 
unique cuisine, and personally 
experience the stability, free-
dom, and prosperity of Xinjiang!

Guo Wei — Chinese ambassador to 
Jordan

President Xi Jinping 

pointed out that the 

original aspiration and 

mission of the CCP is 

to seek happiness for 

the Chinese people...



AMMAN (JT) — The 
Electricity Distribu-
tion Company (EDCO) 
achieved a net profit 
of JD14.2 million for 
the fiscal year 2025, 
compared with JD15.4 
million in 2024, the 
company announced 
on Wednesday.

The reported earn-
ings include revenues 
from EDCO's 55.5 per 
cent stake in the Ir-
bid District Electricity 
Company.

According to a com-
pany statement, EDCO 
successfully bolstered 
its profits from non-
core activities, which 
reached approximately 
JD6.5 million in 2025, 
a 51 per cent increase 
compared with 2024.

The figures were dis-
closed during a Gen-
eral Assembly meet-
ing attended by the 
companies controller 
representative, Fares 
Shahin, EDCO Chair-
man Hazem Rahahleh, 
board members and 
Director General Reem 
Hamdan. During the 
session, the assembly 
ratified the adminis-
trative and financial 
reports for 2025.

The company dem-

onstrated significant 
progress in debt re-
covery, reducing out-
standing dues from in-
dividuals and private 
institutions by 15 per 
cent, falling from JD92 
million at the end of 
2024 to JD78 million 
by late 2025.

Debt owed by gov-
ernment entities also 
decreased by 18 per 
cent, dropping from 
JD42 million to JD34 
million. 

Furthermore, receiv-

ables from the Water 
Authority of Jordan 
and Miyahuna fell by 
31 per cent to JD53 
million. Consequently, 
EDCO’s total receiva-
bles saw a 19.7 per 
cent decline, standing 
at JD176.6 million in 
2025 compared with 
JD219.8 million the 
previous year.

The statement noted 
that assets grew by 8 
per cent to JD108 mil-
lion, up from JD100 
million in 2024, re-

flecting an expansion 
in the company’s in-
vestments and opera-
tional assets.

Chairman Hazem 
Rahahleh said that 
the board, in coordi-
nation with the execu-
tive management, has 
focused on balancing 
financial sustainabil-
ity with operational 
efficiency and digital 
transformation. 

He added that these 
efforts align with in-
ternational best prac-

tices and the require-
ments of distribution 
and retail supply 
licences.

Rahahleh highlight-
ed that the company 
is currently upgrading 
its electronic systems 
using local expertise. 

He noted that 2025 

witnessed a tangi-
ble expansion in grid 
capacity, with the 
number of operating 
transformer stations 
reaching 7,744, boast-
ing a total capacity of 
4,016MVA. This expan-
sion has enhanced the 
network’s readiness to 

meet load growth and 
improved supply reli-
ability across conces-
sion areas, according 
to EDCO statement. 

The chairman also 
emphasised that fun-
damental reforms were 
implemented in 2025, 
including the moderni-

sation of internal regu-
lations and policies. 

He concluded by re-
vealing that the com-
pany has commenced 
drafting its 2026–2029 
strategic plan to fur-
ther enhance institu-
tional efficiency and 
governance.

POWER

By Ilham Darwazeh

AMMAN — As Jordan 
joins the global celebra-
tion of the first Inter-
national Day of Women 
in Industry, marked 
on April 21, the spot-
light this year falls on a 
steady, transformative 
shift rather than a single 
defining breakthrough. 

Women are increas-
ingly shaping the di-
rection of industrial 
growth, both globally 
and within the Kingdom, 
through leadership, in-
novation and economic 
contribution.

The day itself was de-
clared last November by 
the General Conference 
of the United Nations 
Industrial Development 
Organisation (UNIDO), 
underscoring what of-
ficials describe as long-
overdue recognition 
of women’s contribu-
tions across industrial 
sectors.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, UNIDO Director  
General Gerd Müller 
said in a video message 
on UNIDO facebook, that 
the initiative reflects a 
growing global consen-
sus on the need to close 
persistent gender gaps.

"Women are at the 
heart of our economies, 
they make up 50 per cent 
of the population. But 
in industry, too many 
women are still left be-
hind," Müller said. "Too 
often, women are in low-
paid and insecure jobs, 
and too rarely are they 
in leadership positions. 
This must change."

He stressed that equal 
access to education, 
skills training, technol-
ogy and finance is es-
sential to unlocking 
women’s full economic 
potential. 

"When women have 
equal opportunities 
and rights, they drive 
growth, strengthen in-
dustries and make our 
economies more resil-
ient," he added.

Müller noted that 
more than 70 per cent 
of UNIDO’s new projects 
now support women’s 
empowerment, focusing 
on equipping women 
with skills, expanding 
access to technology, 
and enabling business 

growth and leadership 
opportunities. 

"Women are needed in 
industry at every level. 
Our economies and so-
cieties become much 
stronger." he added.

At the national level, 
Jordan is also advanc-
ing efforts to strengthen 
women’s role in indus-
try. According to a video 
message on UNIDO face-
book, Ministry of Indus-
try, Trade and Supply 
Secretary-General Dana 
Al Zoubi highlighted the 
Kingdom’s progress and 
commitments.

"I congratulate you 
on the launch of Inter-
national Women in In-
dustry Day under the 
slogan Women Shape 
the Future of Industry. 
This slogan reflects our 
belief in the pivotal role 
women play in building 
a thriving and inclusive 
industry."

She noted that wom-
en’s participation in Jor-
dan’s industrial work-
force has reached 32 per 
cent through partner-
ships with the private 
sector, while the number 
of female entrepreneurs 
and industrial leaders 
has surpassed 1,500.

Al Zoubi added that 
the Industrial Support 
and Development Fund 
has financed dozens of 
women-led industrial 
projects, reflecting a 
growing ecosystem of 

support.
 "In Jordan, we are 

working to empower 
women legislatively 
and professionally to 
achieve effective and 
sustainable participa-
tion in the industrial 
sector," she said.

The secretary-general 
stressed that empow-
erment goes beyond 
training and financing, 
calling for stronger in-
tegration of women-led 
businesses into supply 
chains, expanded mar-
ket access and greater 
representation in deci-
sion-making roles.

"Our national poli-
cies and tools therefore 
include initiatives to 
train, support, fund and 
connect women with 
industrial institutions," 
Al Zoubi said, urging 
broader engagement.

"I call on every Jorda-
nian woman to engage 
in the industrial sec-
tor through knowledge, 
innovation and lead-
ership, for the govern-
ment is a partner and 
supporter in every step 
towards excellence," she 
added.

Further stressing the 
significance of women’s 
contribution to the in-
dustrial sector, the pres-
ident of the Jordan and 
Amman chambers of 
industry, Fathi Jaghbir, 
shared his support for 
women in the field dur-

ing the celebration of 
Jordanian Industry Day.

The Amman Chamber 
of Industry (ACI), in rec-
ognition of the contribu-
tions of women in the 
field, honoured several 
female industrial en-
trepreneurs during the 
event, according to the 
ACI website. 

The event, held under 
Royal patronage with 
the theme "Excellence 
and Renaissance" un-
derscores the vital role 
of women in shaping the 
future of Jordan's in-
dustrial landscape.

In addition to the rec-
ognition, Jaghbir an-
nounced "We are proud 
to have launched the In-
dustrial Women’s Busi-
ness Council. It aims to 
strengthen ties among 
Jordanian women in in-
dustry and bolster their 
contribution to the na-
tional economy."

The UNIDO Coun-
try Representative in 
Jordan Sulafa Mdanat 
spoke to the Jordan 
Times and highlighted 
that 2025 as a year of 
cumulative progress for 
women in industry.

Madanat said "Wom-
en have made major 
strides across industry. 
They are stepping into 
leadership roles, driv-
ing innovation in areas 
such as technology and 
sustainability, and con-
tributing significantly 

to economic growth."
She noted that more 

women are entering 
traditionally male-dom-
inated sectors, includ-
ing engineering and 
construction, while also 
reshaping workplace 
culture with more col-
laborative and inclusive 
leadership styles.

Despite this momen-
tum, challenges remain. 
"This moment is both a 
milestone and a step-
ping stone," Mdanat 
said, pointing to ongo-
ing gaps in represen-
tation and workplace 
equality.

UNIDO’s commit-
ments in Jordan fo-
cus on practical steps, 
including expanding 
support for women en-
trepreneurs through 
training, green and dig-
ital solutions, and im-
proved market access.

"We are working with 
partners to strengthen 
women’s participation 
across industrial value 
chains. This means cre-
ating more inclusive op-
portunities in both the 
public and private sec-
tors." She added.

As Jordan advances 
its industrial ambitions, 
the growing presence 
of women across sec-
tors signals not only 
progress, but also a 
critical foundation for 
a more inclusive and re-
silient economic future.

Jordan marks 1st International Day 
of Women in Industry — UNIDO
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AMMAN (JT) — Amman Stock Exchange (ASE) 
trading value for Wednesday amounted to 
JD17.8 million spread over 5.5 million shares 
that traded through 4,933 transactions. 

The ASE share price index shed 0.67 per 
cent, closing at 3844.33 points.

Out of 110 companies whose shares were 
traded, the share price of 47 companies rose 
while the share price of another 27 declined. 

Topping the list of the companies whose 
shares gained the most were Union Invest-
ment Corporation by 14.29 per cent, United 
Financial Investments by 5 per cent, Premier 
Business and Projects Company Ltd. by 5 per 
cent, Transport and Investment Barter Com-
pany by 4.90 per cent, and Gulf Insurance 
Group in Jordan by 4.72 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the 
most were Amwaj Properties by 5.26 per cent, 
Masafat for Specialised Transport by 5.06 per 
cent, Aldaman for Investments by 4.97 per 
cent, Babelon Investments Company Plc. by 
4.72 per cent and Amoun International for In-
vestments by 4.55 per cent.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

JD14.2m total net profit for electricity distribution — EDCO

Oil, stocks mixed as traders weigh 
outlook after Trump extends truce
HONG KONG (AFP) 
— Oil prices fell and 
stocks were mixed on 
Wednesday as inves-
tors assess the chances 
of US-Iran peace talks 
after Donald Trump ex-
tended his ceasefire at 
the eleventh hour but 
kept his blockade of 
the Strait of Hormuz in 
place.

With the two-week 
truce in its final hours, 
the US president said 
he would push the 
deadline back indefi-
nitely following a re-
quest from mediator 
Pakistan and stress-
ing the need to give 
Tehran's "fractured" 
leadership time to 
form a proposal.

He had previously 
indicated he would 
not extend the truce 
and warned he would 
resume bombing the 
Islamic republic when 
it expired.

"I have... directed our 
Military to continue 
the Blockade and, in 
all other respects, re-
main ready and able, 
and will therefore ex-
tend the Ceasefire un-
til such time as their 
[Iran's] proposal is 
submitted," Trump 
wrote on social media.

The decision not to 
carry out fresh attacks 
on Iran but continue 
to prevent its ships 
from passing through 
the Strait — a major 
sticking point between 
the rivals — left trad-
ers awaiting clearer 
developments.

The fate of peace 
talks in Islamabad was 
hanging in the balance, 
with a White House of-
ficial saying Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance would 
not travel Tuesday as 
previously planned, 
pending the submis-
sion of an Iranian 
proposal.

Tehran has said it 
will not attend because 
of what it said were 
unreasonable US de-
mands, while the semi-
official Tasnim news 
agency said there was 
no prospect of officials 
going at present.

Christopher Wong, a 
strategist at Oversea-
Chinese Banking Corp, 
said: "The US and Iran 
may be trying to shore 
up leverage and play-
ing a game of who 

blinks first.
Whatever the out-

come, the suspense in 
the interim may see 
risk appetite being 
curtailed but when ei-
ther side blinks, risk 
proxies could rally."

Both main oil con-
tracts dropped, having 
risen around 3 per cent 
on Tuesday.

Equities were mixed 
following another 
down day on Wall 
Street.

Hong Kong, Sydney, 
Singapore, Manila, 
Mumbai and Jakarta 
all fell, while Tokyo, 
Shanghai, Seoul, Taipei 
and Wellington rose.

London opened high-
er, even as data showed 
UK inflation jumped to 
3.3 per cent last month 
as the Middle East war 
sent oil and gas prices 
surging.

Paris and Frankfurt 
also advanced.

Traders have been 
struggling to find di-
rection this week after 
Tehran said on Friday 
it would allow ships 
through the Strait of 
Hormuz — which it had 
effectively closed since 
war began on February 
28 — before pulling 
back a day later, citing 
the US blockade and 
seizure of a ship.

Trump has similarly 
accused Tehran of vio-
lating the ceasefire by 
harassing vessels in 
the waterway, the tran-
sit passage for about 
one-fifth of global oil.

The developments 
sent crude swinging 
wildly, though it has 
held below $100, while 
equity markets have 
been less volatile on 
lingering optimism the 

two sides will eventu-
ally reach a deal to end 
the seven-week con-
flict that has hit the 
global economy.

"With markets surg-
ing amid optimism 
that the war is soon 
going to end, and the 
Hormuz Strait to open, 
markets are now more 
cautious," wrote Fa-
wad Razaqzada, an 
analyst at FOREX.com.

"If there's no deal, 
I would imagine that 
oil prices could climb 
back above $100, which 
would likely invite 
pressure on equities."

Investors are also 
keeping tabs on the 
confirmation hearing 
by senators of Kevin 
Warsh, Trump's pick 
to replace Federal Re-
serve (Fed) boss Jer-
ome Powell, whose 
term ends next month.

Warsh insisted he 
would not be control-
led by the president as 
he fielded questions on 
his assets and central 
bank independence 
during his confirma-
tion hearing.

The former Fed gov-
ernor emphasised his 
commitment to "en-
suring that the con-
duct of monetary pol-
icy remains strictly 
independent", add-
ing he would "abso-
lutely not" be Trump's 
puppet.

Trump, since his re-
turn to office last year, 
has severely criticised 
Powell for not slash-
ing rates more aggres-
sively, and told CNBC 
on Tuesday he would 
be disappointed if 
the new chair did not 
swiftly lower borrow-
ing costs.

AFP photo

A currency dealer monitors exchange rates as a screen shows 
South Korea's benchmark stock index and the Korean won\
USD exchange rate in a foreign exchange dealing room at the 
Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul on Tuesday
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The Electricity Distribution Company achieves a net profit of JD14.2 million for the fiscal year 
2025 according to the company
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Liam Rosenior sacked
as Chelsea manager

LONDON (AFP) — Liam Rosenior has been sacked 
as Chelsea manager following a run of five succes-
sive Premier League defeats, the club announced on 
Wednesday. The 41-year-old had been in charge for 
just over three months after being lured away from 
Strasbourg, the French club which is affiliated to 
Chelsea’s American owners.Chelsea’s 3-0 defeat at the 
hands of Brighton on Tuesday proved the last straw. 
It was the first time Chelsea have lost five consecu-
tive league games without scoring a single goal since 
1912, a run which has left them seven points adrift of 
the Champions League places.”Chelsea Football Club 
has today parted company with Head Coach Liam 
Rosenior,” read a club statement. “Liam has always 
conducted himself with the highest integrity and 
professionalism following his appointment midway 
through the season.This has not been a decision the 
Club has taken lightly, however recent results and 
performances have fallen below the necessary stand-
ards with still so much more to play for this season,” 
the statement added.

CRICKET

Bellingham says he ‘owes’
Birmingham after buying cricket stake

LONDON (AFP) — Real Madrid star Jude Bellingham 
said a debt of gratitude towards his home city of Bir-
mingham was behind his decision to buy a minority 
stake in cricket franchise Birmingham Phoenix. The 
England midfielder has taken a 1.2 per cent holding 
in the Edgbaston-based Hundred team at a reported 
cost of over £800,000 ($1 million).The Phoenix fran-
chise was valued at around £82million when Knight-
head Capital acquired a 49 per cent stake last year 
during a sales process initiated by the England and 
Wales Cricket Board. Bellingham, who was brought 
up in nearby Stourbridge and began his career at 
Birmingham City, is a big cricket fan and played for 
Hagley in Worcestershire as a junior. “I love Birming-
ham. I’m very grateful for what the whole city of 
Birmingham has done for me,” said the 22-year-old. 
“I love cricket as well so when I got the opportunity 
to get involved I didn’t really think twice about it, so 
I’m so happy to be on board.I got the best upbringing 
into football, into life through Birmingham City. I feel 
like I owe the city something.” Legendary NFL quar-
terback Tom Brady is also part of the Knighthead 
group that owns Birmingham City.

AT A GLANCE

By Paula Ramon
Agence France–Presse

INDIO, United States-- 
With a multitude of pro-
motional events almost as 
long and diverse as its art-
ist lineup, Coachella, one 
of the biggest music festi-
vals in the world, is now 
an amusement park for 
influencers and a gold 
mine for brands.

The Coachella Val-
ley Music and Arts Festi-
val, or simply Coachella, 
has become the tone-setter 
for the US festival circuit.

Tickets for this edi-
tion — now in its second 
weekend with pop stars 
Sabrina Carpenter, Justin 
Bieber and reggaeton art-
ist Karol G at the top of the 
bill — sold out last year 
within four days of going 
on sale.

With that, organisers 
were expecting around 
250,000 people to come 
over two weekends at the 
Empire Polo Club in Indio, 
where dozens of special 
events with fashion, beau-
ty, beverage, and lifestyle 
brands were spread out 
among the festival’s nine 
stages.

“I love how big it’s 
gotten. I love how more 
people are open to it,” 
24-year-old Luz Maura 
told AFP at an e.l.f. Beauty 
station.

The pastel-colored 
space offered lip glosses 
as souvenirs, slushies to 

ease the high desert tem-
peratures, makeup artists 
to touch up glittery festi-
val looks and hosted mul-
tiple selfie corners.

The “e.l.f.scape to Balm 
Desert” campaign drew 
a “six-figure audience”, 
said Patrick O’Keefe, the 
company’s vice president 
of integrated marketing, 
to AFP.

Promoting a moisturis-
ing lip balm was not just 
about seizing on the arid, 
dry desert’s climate — it 
was also backed by sales 
data.

“We know that 92 per-
cent of daily makeup us-
ers incorporate lip prod-
ucts into their routines,” 
he added.

Its donut-shaped chairs 
and branded mirrors also 

serve as irresistible selfie 
backdrops that in turn 
promote the brand.

At the festival that’s 
sometimes dubbed the 
“influencer olympics”, 
Pinterest chose to swim 
against the tide with a 
“phone-free” installation.

Amid the debate over 
digital fatigue, “We made 
a willing decision to sacri-
fice that sort of immediate 
coverage in order to tell a 
story about what we be-
lieve in and who we are, 
and our hope is that, you 
know, long term that sinks 
in,” Sara Pollack, the com-
pany’s vice president and 
global head of consumer 
marketing, told AFP.

With their phones 
locked away in a pouch, 
visitors to the Pinterest 

space had to resist the 
urge to feed their social 
networks with images of 
the colourful bar for de-
signing custom accesso-
ries or the makeup room.

For California resident 
Liz Mendoza, the “analog 
experience” was “a lot of 
fun”.

“Especially in an envi-
ronment like this where 
social media is such a big 
thing and you want to take 
pictures and post as much 
as you can, I think it’s su-
per nice to have a few min-
utes off of your phone and 
just be in the moment,” 
Mendoza added.

Pollack maintained that 
Coachella, where they are 
taking part for a third 
year, “is a great place for 
us to connect with Gen Z, 

and Gen Z is our fastest 
growing demographic”.

She noted that 50 per 
cent of Pinterest’s audi-
ence was Gen Z.

In the Coachella Val-
ley, where temperatures 
can climb past 30ºC this 
time of year, so-called 
“brand activations” also 
serve as oases of shade 
and, in some cases, air 
conditioning.

And the crowds those 
amenities attract are a 
gold mine for brands.

Absolut, a vodka brand, 
sets up Absolut Heat Haus 
each year. The space looks 
like a nightclub, with 
bars and a DJ in charge 
of the music — a role 
that last year fell to Paris 
Hilton.

“Coachella is a standout 
moment for Absolut be-
cause it’s more than a mu-
sic festival — it’s a high-
energy social occasion 
and a cultural destina-
tion,” said the company’s 
brand director, Bethan 
Hamilton.

Flor Ruiz, who was 
born the same year that 
Coachella began — 1999 
— said the festival’s extra-
curriculars are key to the 
experience.

“For me, there’s no 
such thing as Coachella 
without this,” she said, as 
she left one of the promo 
events. “It’s not just about 
the music.”

“For that, we’d just go to 
a concert.”

Branded pop-up events
take centre stage at Coachella

Nashama squad welcome relaunch
of Prince Ali Grassroots Centres
By Osama Alkafri

AMMAN — Jordan’s 
national football team 
players have voiced 
strong support and 
pride following HRH 
Crown Prince Hus-
sein’s directive to re-
launch the Prince Ali 
Grassroots Centres, 
hailing the move as 
a vital step towards 
nurturing future gen-
erations of talent and 
strengthening the 
foundations of Jorda-
nian football.

Chairing a meeting 
at the Jordan Football 
Association (JFA) on 
Tuesday, the Crown 
Prince ordered the re-
launch of the centres 
under a new vision 
focused on delivering 
high-standard training 
programmes and ex-

panding their reach to 
cover all governorates.

The initiative is set to 
become a comprehen-
sive national project 
aimed at widening 
participation in foot-
ball, identifying and 
developing promising 
players, and building a 
generation capable of 
representing Jordan on 
the international stage.

His Royal Highness 
highlighted the na-
tional team’s recent 
achievements, stress-
ing that their success 
is the result of sus-
tained national and in-
stitutional efforts. He 
also praised the role 
of the JFAin advancing 
Jordanian football and 
creating pathways for 
young athletes.

Prince Ali, president 
of the JFA, expressed 

appreciation for the 
Crown Prince’s con-
tinued support of the 
sports sector, particu-
larly football, not-
ing its importance in 
boosting morale among 
players and fans alike, 
especially ahead of the 
World Cup.

Following the an-
nouncement, several 
national team play-

ers shared messages 
on their personal so-
cial media platforms, 
reflecting on their 
journeys through the 
grassroots system 
and welcoming the re-
launch of the centres.

Forward Mousa Tam-
ari described his ex-
perience at the youth 
centres as “the founda-
tion” of his career, add-
ing that their relaunch 
is “a step in the right 
direction” towards de-
veloping talent to the 
desired level.

Striker Yazan Nai-
mat said the centres 
had given players like 
him the opportunity to 
reach where they are 
today, expressing pride 
in having been part of 
the programme and 
thanking the Crown 
Prince for restoring it.

Mohammad Abu 
Zrayq echoed simi-
lar sentiments, not-
ing: “This is where we 
started, thank you to 
the Crown Prince for 
bringing them back.”

Defender Yazan Arab 
highlighted the emo-
tional significance of 
the initiative, saying he 
was honoured to have 
taken his first steps 
in football through 
these centres, where he 
learned “the meaning 
of passion and belong-
ing”, adding that “this 
is where the dream 
begins.”

Defender Nizar 
Rashdan also reflect-
ed on his beginnings, 
calling the relaunch a 
continuation of a story 
that started in those 
centres, while Adham 
Quraishi described 

them as “the beginning 
of the dream”, thanking 
the Crown Prince for 
reinstating them.

Meanwhile, Noor 
Rawabdeh expressed 
optimism about the 
future, saying the ini-
tiative represents “a 
new generation and 
a big dream”, and a 
step in the right direc-
tion for every aspiring 
player waiting for an 
opportunity.

Jordanian Athletes 
see the relaunch of the 
Prince Ali Grassroots 
Centres as a strategic 
move to sustain Jor-
dan’s footballing mo-
mentum, particularly 
following the national 
team’s historic World 
Cup qualification, and 
to ensure a steady 
pipeline of talent for 
years to come.

Photos courtesy of Royal Court

From HRH Crown Prince Hussein’s visit to the new Nashama Training Centre at Al Hussein Youth City
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Los Hermanos Flores perform at the Outdoor Theatre during the 2026 Coachella Valley Music 
and Arts Festival at Empire Polo Club on Saturday in Indio, California

LAS VEGAS (AFP) — 
The first images of late 
American film star Val 
Kilmer returning to the 
big screen courtesy of ar-
tificial intelligence were 
unveiled on Wednesday 
in Las Vegas, in what will 
likely stir debate over 
the technology’s role in 
Hollywood.

A youthful, digital ver-
sion of Kilmer appears 
in the trailer for “As Deep 
as the Grave”, telling an-
other character: “Don’t 
fear the dead and don’t 
fear me.”

The footage premiered 
at CinemaCon, the annu-
al conference where stu-
dios present upcoming 
releases to movie theater 
owners.

Brothers Coerte and 
John Voorhees, director 
and producer of the film, 
said they hope to release 
the historical drama by 
the end of the year.

Kilmer, best known for 
his roles in “Top Gun”, 
“Batman Forever” and 
“The Doors”, died of 
pneumonia in April 2025 
at the age of 65.

The project drew head-
lines last month when 
the filmmakers revealed 
they had recreated the 
actor using AI with the 
consent of his family.

The use of artificial in-
telligence remains one of 
the most sensitive issues 
in the entertainment in-
dustry and was central 
to the 2023 strikes that 

shut down Hollywood, 
as actors and writers 
warned that unchecked 
technology threatened 
their livelihoods.

“As Deep as the Grave” 
follows pioneering ar-
chaeologists Ann and 
Earl Morris — the lat-
ter credited by some 
with helping inspire the 
fictional Indiana Jones 
— and originally cast 
Kilmer before the corona-
virus pandemic to play a 
Catholic priest.

Health problems 
forced Kilmer, who was 
battling cancer, to step 
away from the role. But 
after pandemic delays, 
the Voorheeses revisited 
the project as AI technol-
ogy advanced.

They recast Kilmer dig-
itally as Father Fintan, an 
early Catholic mission-
ary suffering from tuber-
culosis who, like many at 
the time, travelled to the 
US southwest for the dry 
climate and opened mis-
sions in the Four Corners 
region.

“It was a very dark 
time,” Coerte said, adding 
that the character was 
central to the story.

The filmmakers said 
they approached Kilm-
er’s children, Mercedes 
and Jack, after conclud-
ing the role could still be 
realised.

The family gave its ap-
proval and granted ac-
cess to Kilmer’s video ar-
chives, which were used 

to recreate the actor at 
multiple stages of his life.

Val Kilmer had spoken 
to his children before his 
death about his legacy 
and what he wished he 
could still accomplish 
as an actor, the brothers 
said.

“We were so glad they 
were excited and so sup-
portive of the idea,” Co-
erte added.

The Voorheeses did not 
detail the technical proc-
ess behind their film, but 
said digitally reviving 
Kilmer was a “painstak-
ing process”.

“Just like any artistic 
endeavour, you spend a 
lot of time drafting and 
redrafting,” John Voor-
hees said, so the perform-
ance feels faithful to how 
he might have done it.

They conceded the 
project could unsettle 
some people, but stressed 
that they followed SAG-
AFTRA guidelines, which 
rest on what the union 
calls the three Cs: Con-
sent, compensation and 
collaboration.

“Following this proc-
ess, working with the 
family... we can actually 
demonstrate the right 
way to do it,” Coerte told 
AFP.

“We believe artists will 
galvanise around that 
and take control back, 
because it’s not in the 
hands of the artists right 
now. It’s actually... a free-
for-all,” he added.

Val Kilmer returns via AI as 
filmmakers test Hollywood’s red line

‘This is where 

we started, 

thank you to the 

Crown Prince 

for bringing 

them back’
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