
AMMAN (JT) — His Maj-
esty King Abdullah on 
Tuesday met with mem-
bers of the specialised 
committee to develop 
the judiciary and re-
ceived the committee’s 
recommendations, ac-
cording to a Royal Court 
statement.

During the meeting, 
held at Al Husseiniya 
Palace and attended by 
HRH Crown Prince Hus-
sein, His Majesty was 
briefed by Judicial Coun-
cil President Mahmoud 
Ababneh, who is chair 
of the committee, on key 
recommendations.

The recommendations 
focused on reviewing 
legislation related to ju-
dicial work, judges, Judi-
cial Council governance, 
and the judicial sector’s 
structural and technical 
infrastructure, the state-
ment said.

The committee, formed 
under Royal directives 
after the King’s visit to 
the Judicial Council last 
November, drew upon a 
set of existing referenc-
es, plans and regulatory 
frameworks.

The committee recom-
mended amending more 
than 200 legal articles to 
standardise court proce-
dures, effectively utilise 

technology, streamline 
and expedite litigation 
processes, increase the 
number of specialised 
judicial chambers, and 
to expand the jurisdic-
tion of the Economic 
Chamber and enhance 
the efficiency of its 
judges in order to cre-

ate a more attractive ju-
dicial environment for 
domestic and foreign 
investment.

His Majesty com-
mended the committee’s 
efforts, emphasising the 
need to follow a clear ac-
tion plan in order to im-
mediately implement the 

recommendations with-
in a set timeframe, and 
to ensure coordination 
and cooperation among 
all relevant stakehold-
ers, the statement said.

The King underlined 
the importance of eval-
uating the impact of 
the recommendations 

following their imple-
mentation, to guarantee 
desired outcomes are 
achieved.

Royal Hashemite 
Court Chief Yousef Is-
sawi and Director of the 
Office of His Majesty 
Alaa Batayneh attended 
the meeting.

GROWTH

Jordan’s economy grows by 3% in Q4 2025 — DoS
AMMAN — Jordan’s 
gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) grew by 3 per 
cent in the fourth quar-
ter of 2025, up from 
2.6 per cent in the cor-
responding period of 
2024, according to the 
quarterly report issued 
by the Department of 
Statistics (DoS).

The figures indicated 
continued economic 
resilience despite the 
repercussions of the 
Gaza war and the Iran–
Israel confrontation 
during 2025.

Sectoral data showed 
that all areas of eco-
nomic activity re-
corded growth in the 
final quarter of the 
year compared with 
the same period a year 
earlier. 

The agricultural sec-
tor posted the strong-
est performance, 

growing by 7 per cent, 
followed by mining and 

quarrying at 6.9 per 
cent, manufacturing at 

5.2 per cent, and elec-
tricity supply at 4.5 per 
cent.

In terms of contribu-
tions to overall growth, 
manufacturing ac-
counted for the larg-
est share, contributing 
0.87 percentage points. 
Agriculture followed 
with 0.46 percentage 
points, while mining 
and quarrying added 
0.24 percentage points.

Manufacturing also 
ranked as the larg-
est contributor to GDP 
overall, representing 
17.3 per cent of to-
tal output at constant 
prices. It was followed 
by the real estate sec-
tor at 11.5 per cent, 
public administration 
and defence at 9.2 per 
cent, and agriculture at 
6.9 per cent.

King receives recommendations of 
judiciary development committee

Crown Prince meets with Germany’s economic 
cooperation and development minister

FDI inflows to Kingdom exceed $2 billion 
in 2025, highest since 2017 — CBJ

AMMAN (JT) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hussein 
met with Germany’s 
Minister for Economic 
Cooperation and De-
velopment Reem Ala-
bali Radovan on Tues-
day and expressed 
Jordan’s appreciation 
for the strong partner-
ship with Germany in 
the fields of economic 
and humanitarian de-
velopment.

During the meeting, 
held at Al Husseini-
ya Palace, His Royal 
Highness highlighted 
the importance of Ger-
many’s support for 
national projects in 
the areas of advanced 
technical education, 
and modernisation 
of the public sector, 
as well as the nation-
al water conveyance 
project, according to a 
Royal court statement.

The meeting also 

touched on ways to 
expand Jordanian-
German cooperation, 
and future opportuni-
ties for collaboration 
on joint projects, the 
statement said.

Minister of Planning 
and International Co-
operation Zeina Tou-
kan, and Director of 
the Office of the Crown 
Prince Zaid Baqain at-
tended the meeting.

AMMAN (JT) — For-
eign direct investment 
(FDI) inflows to Jordan 
reached $2,024.8 million 
in 2025, up from $1,618.8 
million in 2024, marking 
a 25.1 per cent increase 
and the highest level 
since 2017, according to 
preliminary balance of 
payments data released 
on Tuesday by the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ).

Arab countries ac-
counted for $1,241.7 mil-
lion, or 61.3 per cent of 
total inflows. Gulf coun-
tries contributed 30.8 per 
cent, led by Saudi Ara-
bia at 16.1 per cent, fol-
lowed by the United Arab 
Emirates at 5.3 per cent 
and Kuwait at 4.9 per 
cent. Among other Arab 
countries, Iraq ranked 
first at 9.7 per cent, fol-
lowed by Egypt and Lib-

ya at around 6 per cent 
each, the CBJ said in a 
statement.

European countries 
contributed $276.7 mil-
lion, or 13.7 per cent of to-
tal FDI, including 9.6 per 
cent from EU countries 
and 2.8 per cent from the 
United Kingdom.

Non-Arab Asian coun-
tries accounted for 4.8 
per cent, or $97.2 mil-
lion, led by India at 1.6 
per cent and China at 1 
per cent, while the United 
States contributed 3.3 per 
cent, or $67 million.

Continued on page 5
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AMMAN (JT) — The 
Jordan Armed Forces-
Arab Army (JAF) said 
on Tuesday that Iran 
had targeted the King-
dom with four missiles 
over the past 24 hours, 
all of which were inter-
cepted and destroyed by 
the Royal Jordanian Air 
Force.

JAF Media Directo-
rate said in a statement 
that the missiles were 
intercepted “with full 

professionalism”.
The Public Security 

Directorate (PSD) said 
that its relevant units 
had dealt with 17 re-
ports of falling shrap-
nel and projectiles over 
the past 24 hours, with 
no injuries reported 
except for some minor 
material damage.

The PSD renewed 
warnings to the pub-
lic against gathering 
near, approaching or 

tampering with any 
suspicious objects or 
shrapnel, citing poten-
tial risks. 

While urging citi-
zens to follow official 
instructions and guid-
ance issued through 
authorised channels, 
PSD also called on the 
public to report any 
suspicious items to 
security services via 
the emergency number 
911.

8

AMMAN (JT) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah 
on Tuesday received In-
ternational Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
President Mirjana Spol-
jaric Egger, according 
to a Royal Court state-
ment.

During a meeting at 
Al Husseiniya Palace, 
His Majesty expressed 
appreciation for the 
ICRC’s humanitarian 
role and efforts to al-
leviate the suffering of 
those affected by war in 
conflict zones.

The King also empha-
sised the importance of 
utilising dialogue and 
diplomacy to resolve 
conflicts in the region.

For her part, the ICRC 
president highlighted 
the need to protect civil-
ians in conflicts, com-
mending Jordan’s vital 
efforts, led by His Maj-
esty, to bring stability 
to the region, the state-
ment said.

The meeting also 
touched on the High-
Level Conference on 
Humanity in War, which 

Jordan is set to host this 
year in partnership with 
the ICRC and a number 
of countries as part of 
the Global Initiative 
to Galvanise Political 
Commitment to Inter-
national Humanitarian 
Law.

HRH Princess Rym 
Ali, Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Min-
ister Ayman Safadi, 
and Director of the Of-
fice of His Majesty Alaa 
Batayneh attended the 
meeting, the statement 
said. 
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His Majesty King Abdullah receives International Committee of the Red Cross President Mirjana 
Spoljaric Egger at Al Husseiniya Palace 
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His Majesty King Abdullah meets with members of the specialised committee to develop the judiciary and receives its recom-
mendations, during a meeting attended by HRH Crown Prince Hussein at Al Husseiniya Palace 
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HRH Crown Prince Hussein, during a meeting with Germany Minister for Economic Cooperation 
and Development Reem Alabali Radovan, expresses Jordan’s appreciation for the strong part-
nership between the two countries in the fields of economic and humanitarian development

King receives ICRC president
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The Kingdom gross domestic product grew by 3 per cent in the fourth quarter of 2025, up from 
2.6 per cent in the same period of 2024, according to the Department of Statistics
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Army says Iran launched 4 missiles 
towards Jordan, all intercepted 
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AMMAN (JT) — His Maj-
esty King Abdullah on 
Tuesday received Poland 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Nation-
al Defence Władysław 
Kosiniak-Kamysz, ac-
cording to a Royal Court 
statement.

During the meeting, 
held at Al Husseiniya 
Palace and attended by 
HRH Crown Prince Hus-
sein, His Majesty empha-
sised the need to restore 
comprehensive calm in 
the Middle East through 
dialogue and diplomacy.

The meeting also 
touched on the impor-
tance of strengthening 
cooperation between 
Jordan and Poland 
across various fields, 
particularly in the areas 
of military and security 
cooperation, the state-
ment said.

Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister 
Ayman Safadi, Chair-

man of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Maj. Gen. Yousef 

Huneiti, Director of the 
Office of His Majesty 

Alaa Batayneh and the 
accompanying Polish 

delegation attended the 
meeting.

King receives Poland 
defence minister
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His Majesty King Abdullah, accompanied by HRH Crown Prince Hussein, receives Poland Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of National Defence Władysław Kosiniak-Kamysz, and emphasises the need to restore comprehensive calm in the Middle East 
through dialogue and diplomacy 
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His Majesty King Abdullah, accompanied by HRH Crown Prince Hussein, receives Middle East 
and North Africa Adviser to the French President Dora Cattuti

AMMAN (JT) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah 
on Tuesday received 
Dora Cattuti, the Mid-
dle East and North Af-
rica adviser to France 
President Emmanuel 
Macron, according to 
Royal Court statement.

During a meeting 
at Al Husseiniya Pal-
ace, attended by HRH 
Crown Prince Hussein, 
His Majesty reiter-

ated the need to put an 
end to Iran’s attacks 
on Jordan and other 
Arab countries, and 
to reach an agreement 
that would stop the 
escalation.

The King called for 
putting an end to the Is-
raeli aggression against 
Lebanon and prevent-
ing the exploitation of 
the current regional 
situation as a pretext 

to create new facts on 
the ground in Jerusa-
lem, the West Bank and 
Gaza, the statement 
said.

Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Min-
ister Ayman Safadi, 
Director of the Office 
of His Majesty Alaa 
Batayneh and France’s 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Franck Gellet attended 
the meeting.

King receives France president’s 
Middle East, North Africa adviser

AMMAN (JT) — Minister 
of Social Development 
Wafa Bani Mustafa and 
German Minister for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and 
Development Reem Ala-
bali Radovan on Tuesday 
visited a Makani centre 
run by the Islamic Cen-
tre Charity Society to re-
view its programmes and 
services

The visit was attended 
by UNICEF Representa-
tive in Jordan Marc 
Rubin, KfW Development 
Bank Country Direc-
tor in Jordan Matthias 
Schmidt-Rosen, and of-
ficials from the ministry 
and the association, the 
Jordan News Agency, Pet-
ra, reported.

Bani Mustafa high-
lighted the importance 
of partnership with Ger-
many in implementing 
social programmes and 
developing the Makani 
programme in coopera-
tion with UNICEF, noting 
that it is implemented 
through community cen-
tres, the Jordan River 

Foundation, the Islamic 
Centre Charity Society 
and Tkiyet Um Ali.

She said that the gov-
ernment is working to 
integrate the programme 
into the National So-
cial Protection Strategy 
(2025–2033) to ensure 

sustainability and boost 
cooperation with interna-
tional partners.

Bani Mustafa added 
that Makani represents a 
shift towards integrated 
and sustainable social 
protection systems, com-
bining education, protec-

tion and psychosocial 
support, which promote 
investment in human 
capital.

Radovan said that the 
programme provides a 
safe space for Jordanian 
and Syrian children to 
lean and interact togeth-

er, reflecting Jordan’s ef-
forts to support refugee 
education.

She noted that Germa-
ny supports these centres 
as they complement the 
public education system 
and help address learn-
ing gaps and promote 
mental health and social 
solidity.

Schmidt-Rosen said 
that Germany’s support 
comes as part of its com-
mitment to social sta-
bility and sustainable 
development in Jordan, 
stressing the importance 
of investing in children 
and youth.

He described Makani 
as a global model for in-
tegrated services, high-
lighting cooperation 
with the Jordanian gov-
ernment and national 
institutions.

The Ministers and 
the delegation reviewed 
services at the centre, in-
cluding early childhood 
support, learning assist-
ance, child protection and 
youth skills development.

German minister visits Makani centre, 
reviews role in education, protection

Petra photo

Minister of Social Development Wafa Bani Mustafa and German Minister for Economic 
Cooperation and Development Reem Alabali Radovan on Tuesday visit a Makani centre
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During its Ramadan campaign in Gaza, the Jordan Hashemite Charity Organisation delivers 
301,152 Iftar and suhoor meals and distributes 7,519 food parcels

AMMAN (JT) — The 
Jordan Hashemite 
Charity Organisation 
(JHCO) has concluded 
its Ramadan cam-
paign, after a month 
of continuous humani-
tarian work across the 
Kingdom and in the 
Gaza Strip.

During Ramadan, 
the campaign achieved 
wide-reaching results, 
including assistance 
to 23,860 families in 
Jordan, benefitting 
173,102 individuals, 
comprising 19,824 Jor-
danian families and 
4,036 Palestinian refu-
gee families.

A total of 18,984 
food parcels and 1,945 
shopping vouchers 
were distributed in 
cooperation with 257 
local charities and 13 
Palestinian refugee 
camps. 

The Eid clothing 
initiative benefitted 
2,881 families, reach-
ing 40,152 individuals 
across the Kingdom 
through centres in Am-
man and Karak, as well 
as mobile units.

In Gaza, the or-
ganisation delivered 

301,152 Iftar and 
suhoor meals, dis-
tributed 7,519 food 
parcels, and carried 
out 14,944 relief in-
terventions related 
to shelter and essen-
tial needs, including 
blankets, infant for-
mula, tents, fruit and 
vegetable baskets, 
Zakat Al Fitr assist-
ance, clothing parcels, 
shopping vouchers, 
Eid sweets and family 
sponsorships.

JHCO said that the 
campaign aimed to 
reach the most vul-
nerable families, ease 
mounting living and 
humanitarian pres-
sures during the holy 
month, and promote 
values of solidarity, 
the Jordan News Agen-
cy, Petra, reported.

The campaign also 
included the imple-
mentation of Zakat 
Al Fitr programmes, 
marking the end of Ra-
madan, helping benefi-
ciary families meet es-
sential needs ahead of 
Eid Al Fitr, in line with 
the social and humani-
tarian objectives of the 
religious obligation.

As part of efforts 
to support Jordanian 
families and enable 
them to celebrate Eid 
with dignity, the or-
ganisation, through 
the Clothes Bank, 
implemented an Eid 
clothing initiative 
for underprivileged 
households, allowing 
families and children 
to select garments in a 
manner that preserves 
dignity and respects 
social considerations.

In the Gaza Strip, the 
organisation contin-
ued its humanitarian 
support under chal-
lenging conditions, fo-
cusing on urgent prior-
ities, particularly food, 
shelter and essential 
daily needs during 
Ramadan.

These efforts in-
cluded Iftar meal pro-
grammes, the distri-
bution of ready-to-eat 
meals and food par-
cels, as well as other 
relief initiatives aimed 
at alleviating the harsh 
conditions faced by 
residents and reaf-
firming Jordan’s con-
tinued humanitarian 
support for Gaza.

JHCO Ramadan campaign delivers 
aid to thousands in Jordan, Gaza

AMMAN (JT) — The De-
partment of Statistics 
(DoS) on Tuesday said 
that it began implement-
ing the third phase of 
the 2026 Population and 
Housing Census since 
mid-February, with the 
process set to continue 
for around six months.

DoS Director General 
Haidar Freihat urged cit-
izens and non-Jordanian 
residents to cooperate 
with field personnel dur-
ing their visits and pro-
vide the required infor-
mation, the Jordan News 

Agency, Petra, reported.
He stressed that all 

data collected are pro-
tected under the Statis-
tics Law, treated with 
“strict” confidentiality 
and used solely for sta-
tistical purposes.

Freihat also called on 
the public to verify the 
identity of personnel 
before sharing any infor-
mation, noting that this 
can be done by scanning 
the QR code displayed 
on the official identifica-
tion badge they carry.

He stressed that coop-

eration with statistical 
teams reflects “a sense 
of national responsibil-
ity”, highlighting the im-
portance of the census in 
providing accurate data 
to support community 
development and com-
prehensive planning.

He added that the 
department has begun 
sending SMS messages 
to citizens and residents 
this week to announce 
the launch of the 2026 
census, underline the 
importance of coopera-
tion, reassure the public 

about data confidential-
ity and provide contact 
channels for inquiries.

In February, Freihat 
presided over the inau-
gural session of the me-
dia committee for the 
General Population and 
Housing Census 2026.

During the meeting, 
Freihat said that the 
census is expected to 
be one of the Kingdom’s 
“largest and most impor-
tant” national statistical 
projects, providing ac-
curate data that support 
public policy and guide 

economic and social 
decision-making.

He also noted that the 
census is being carried 
out using a full enu-
meration method rather 
than relying on samples, 
and will cover all house-
holds, residences and es-
tablishments across the 
Kingdom.

Preparations for the 
census began two years 
ago, with the implemen-
tation process divided 
into four main stages; 
two of which have al-
ready been completed.

DoS begins implementing 
3rd phase of 2026 population census

AMMAN (JT) — The 
National Centre for 
Human Rights (NCHR) 
expressed its apprecia-
tion for Prime Minister 
Jafar Hassan’s direc-
tives, which stressed 
the need to regulate 
the prices of essential 
goods and address any 
unjustified increases 
that exceed actual 
costs, in a manner that 
protects citizens’ rights 
and promotes fairness 
in the markets.

The centre also com-
mended the govern-
ment’s direction to-
wards taking effective 
and deterrent meas-

ures against violators 
and commodity hoard-
ers, including the im-
position of fines and 
the closure of non-com-
pliant establishments, 
given the direct impact 
of such actions on con-
sumer protection and 
maintaining price sta-
bility, according to a 
NCHR statement.

NCHR noted that it 
has, during the past 
period, monitored a 
number of reports and 
complaints related to 
rising prices. 

These were docu-
mented and commu-
nicated to the relevant 

authorities to take the 
necessary measures, 
including boosting 
oversight and inspec-
tion, and continuing 
to receive complaints 
from individuals 
through the designated 
channels. 

The centre expressed 
appreciation for the 
government’s response 
and the measures 
taken.

NCHR stressed its 
continued commitment 
to follow-up, moni-
toring and taking the 
necessary actions in 
coordination with the 
relevant stakeholders.

NCHR praises gov’t measures to regulate 
markets, protect consumer rights

AMMAN (JT) — The Min-
istry of Digital Economy 
and Entrepreneurship 
and the King Hussein 
Business Park (KHBP) on 
Tuesday signed a Memo-
randum of Understand-
ing (MoU) to bolster coop-
eration in developing the 
Kingdom’s digital busi-
ness and entrepreneur-
ship ecosystem.

The agreement focuses 
on expanding the scope of 
the Virtual King Hussein 
Business Park (VKHBP), 
the first integrated smart 
virtual business platform 
in Jordan and the region 
to leverage metaverse 
technologies, according 

to Al Mamlaka TV.
The MoU aims to broad-

en cooperation to support 
global, regional, and local 
companies of all sizes, 
including startups and 
entrepreneurial ventures, 
by providing an advanced 
digital environment.

The initiative allows 
businesses to operate vir-
tually, offering access to 
virtual office spaces and 
a comprehensive suite of 
digital support services. 

These benefits include 
hosting digital activities, 
connecting with inter-
national investors and 
government entities, and 
facilitating access to gov-

ernment services and the 
broader entrepreneur-
ship network.

Minister of Digital 
Economy and Entrepre-
neurship Sami Smeirat 
said that the partnership 
aligns with the minis-
try's efforts to enhance 
the national digital 
economy and provide a 
modern business envi-
ronment that keeps pace 
with global technological 
advancements. 

He noted that virtual 
platforms have become 
essential tools for fa-
cilitating business op-
erations and expanding 
access to markets and 

investments.
Smeirat added that 

VKHBP represents an 
“advanced” model for an 
integrated digital busi-
ness environment, add-
ing that companies and 
entrepreneurs, through 
this partnership, will be 
able to access govern-
ment services and digital 
tools within a single plat-
form, supporting star-
tup growth and fostering 
innovation.

KHBP Chief Executive 
Officer Ammar Izzid-
din said that the VKHBP 
provides an “innovative” 
model for a smart dig-
ital business city char-

acterised by streamlined 
procedures, adding that 
this environment helps 
attract local and regional 
firms while supporting 
innovation and business 
establishment without 
geographical constraints.

Izziddin said that the 
platform’s comprehen-
sive ecosystem of virtual 
assets and digital tools 
ensures sustainability, 
accelerates growth, and 
enhances professional 
networking. By simplify-
ing procedures and re-
ducing operational costs, 
the initiative boosts the 
competitive edge of par-
ticipating businesses.

MoU signed to bolster Kingdom’s 
digital business, entrepreneurship ecosystem



AMMAN (JT) — Depu-
tising for Her Majesty 
Queen Rania, Minister 
of Education Azmi Ma-
hafzah on Tuesday hon-
oured 106 outstanding 
Jordanian students at 
the 20th edition of the 
Queen Rania Awards 
for Academic Excellence 
for British curriculum 
students.

The awards recog-
nised students’ excep-
tional academic achieve-
ments, with recipients 
collectively winning 
136 prizes across Brit-
ish education qualifica-
tions, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported.

Distinctions included 
“Top in the World”, “Top 
in the Region" and “Top 
in the Country” in inter-
national examinations 
administered by Cam-
bridge, Pearson, and 
Oxford AQA, underscor-
ing the quality of Jor-
dan’s educational out-
comes and their global 

competitiveness. 
The ceremony was 

attended by UK Ambas-
sador to Jordan Philip 
Hall, representatives 
from the Ministry of 
Higher Education and 
Scientific Research, and 
over 400 guests, includ-
ing 80 representatives 
from partner schools, 

parents and educators 
who played a key role in 
supporting the students’ 
success.

Director of the British 
Council in Jordan Alex 
Lambert said the awards 
showcase the ambition 
and exceptional talents 
of Jordanian students. 
“This achievement re-

flects not only academic 
excellence but also the 
strong partnership be-
tween students, their 
families and schools 
within a comprehensive 
international education 
system,” he said.

Head of Examinations 
for Jordan, Iraq, Libya 
and Palestine at the Brit-
ish Council Amira Man-
aa noted  that the results 
achieved by Jordanian 
students year after year 
demonstrate a steadfast 
commitment to interna-
tional standards, rein-
forcing Jordan’s posi-
tion as a leading hub for 
international education 
in the region.

The ceremony also 
highlighted the piv-
otal role of educators, 
school leaders and par-
ents, whose continued 
support has been in-
strumental in achieving 
these results, reflecting 
genuine integration and 
collaboration within the 

educational process.
Since its launch in 

2003, the Queen Rania 
Awards for Academic 
Excellence have become 
an annual platform to 
celebrate creativity and 
achievement, in line with 
Her Majesty’s vision for 
advancing education, 
promoting knowledge 
openness and position-
ing Jordan as a regional 
leader in education.

The British Council, 
an international or-
ganisation dedicated 
to building cultural re-
lations and providing 
educational opportuni-
ties in the UK, aims to 
foster peace and pros-
perity through mutual 
understanding and trust 
among people via arts, 
culture, and English 
language education. Op-
erating in more than 100 
countries, its services 
reached nearly 599 mil-
lion people during 2024 
and 2025.

AMMAN (JT) — Depu-
ty Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Ay-
man Safadi on Tuesday 
met with President of 
the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) Mirjana Spoljar-
ic to discuss enhanc-
ing cooperation and 
addressing regional 
developments.

The two sides re-
viewed ongoing coordi-
nation between Jordan 
and the ICRC, with a 
focus on preparations 
for a high-level hu-
manitarian conference 
on warfare that the 
Kingdom is set to host 
in the final quarter 
of the year, according 
to a Foreign Ministry 
statement.

The conference 
builds on a 2024 global 
initiative launched by 
Jordan, Brazil, South 
Africa, China, France 
and Kazakhstan, in 
partnership with 
the ICRC, aimed at 
strengthening political 
commitment to Inter-
national Humanitarian 
Law.

Safadi and Spoljaric 
also discussed the re-
percussions of escalat-
ing regional tensions 
and efforts to de-es-
calate, as well as the 
latest developments in 
the occupied Palestin-

ian territories.
Safadi stressed the 

need to uphold the 
ceasefire in Gaza and 
ensure the unimpeded 
delivery of adequate 
and sustained humani-
tarian aid to address 
the worsening humani-
tarian situation in the 
Strip.

He also called for 
an end to illegal Is-
raeli measures in the 
occupied West Bank, 
describing them as 

violations of interna-
tional law, and warned 
against continued re-
strictions on the right 
to worship for Muslims 
and Christians in occu-
pied Jerusalem.

Also on Tuesday, Sa-
fadi met with German 
Minister for Economic 
Cooperation and De-
velopment Reem Alab-
ali Radovan to discuss 
ways to enhance eco-
nomic, investment and 
development coopera-

tion between the two 
countries, as well as 
regional developments 
and efforts to address 
their repercussions.

Safadi and Alabali 
Radovan underscored 
the importance of ex-
panding cooperation 
programmes in key 
sectors, particularly 
water and vocational 
training.

Safadi also com-
mended Germany’s 
continued support for 

development projects 
in Jordan and its as-
sistance in helping 
the Kingdom address 
the impact of regional 
crises.

The two ministers 
discussed efforts to 
end the war with Iran 
and restore regional 
security and stabil-
ity based on respect 
for international law 
and principles of good 
neighbourliness. 

They stressed the 
need to prioritise di-
plomacy as a means to 
de-escalate tensions 
and safeguard region-
al and international 
peace.

Safadi also reviewed 
the situation in Gaza 
and the occupied West 
Bank, stressing the 
need to intensify ef-
forts to halt illegal Is-
raeli measures that un-
dermine the two-state 
solution and prospects 
for a just and lasting 
peace.

He warned against 
continued restrictions 
on the right to worship 
for Muslims and Chris-
tians in the occupied 
Palestinian territories, 
as well as measures 
that violate the historic 
and legal status quo at 
Islamic and Christian 
holy sites in Jerusalem.

Safadi also empha-

sised the importance 
of supporting the 
United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees to 
ensure it can continue 
its vital role across its 
five fields of opera-
tion, commending Ger-
many’s support for the 
agency.

Also on Tuesday, Sa-
fadi on received French 
Presidential Adviser 
for the Middle East 
and North Africa Dora 
Katoutie and Special 
Envoy of the French 
President for Libya 
Paul Soler. 

During the meeting, 
Safadi and the French 
delegation discussed 
the implications of the 
dangerous escalation 
in the region and the 
prospects for restor-
ing calm, according 
to a Foreign Ministry 
statement.

Discussions also fo-
cused on protecting 
the region from the 
threat of an expanding 
conflict and the neces-
sity of activating diplo-
macy as a means to en-
sure regional security 
and stability.

The two sides also 
explored avenues to 
bolster bilateral rela-
tions between the two 
countries across vari-
ous sectors.

AMMAN (JT) — The 
Fuel Pricing Committee 
on Tuesday announced 
new prices for petro-
leum derivatives for 
April 1–30, following its 
monthly review of glo-
bal oil markets.

The committee de-
cided to raise the prices 
of several fuel prod-
ucts, while maintaining 
current rates for kero-
sene and domestic gas 
cylinders, according 
to an Energy Ministry 
statement.

 The committee re-
viewed international 
oil prices for March 
compared with Febru-

ary, noting significant 
and sustained increas-
es driven by regional 
developments

In line with the gov-
ernment’s policy of 
gradually reflecting glo-
bal price hikes to limit 
the impact on citizens 
and economic sectors, 
the committee said the 
new prices only partial-
ly reflect the actual rise 
in international costs.

The government 
would continue to ab-
sorb part of the cost 
differences until global 
prices stabilise, noting 
it has already incurred 
around JD150 million in 

direct energy and elec-
tricity costs during the 
first month of the re-
gional crisis.

Under the new pric-
ing, the 12.5kg domestic 
gas cylinder will remain 
unchanged at JD7, de-
spite rising global liq-
uefied petroleum gas 
prices, with the govern-
ment providing a subsi-
dy of JD2.4 per cylinder. 
The price of kerosene 
will also remain fixed 
at 550 fils per litre.

Other fuel prices 
were adjusted as fol-
lows: 90-octane petrol 
increased to 910 fils 
per litre from 820 fils, 

95-octane petrol rose to 
1,200 fils per litre from 
1,050 fils and diesel 
climbed to 720 fils per 
litre from 655 fils.

The committee 
stressed that the in-
creases will not af-
fect government tax 
revenues, as they only 
partially reflect global 
price rises, noting that 
subsidies on diesel and 
kerosene currently ex-
ceed the taxes imposed 
on them.

Actual costs for April 
were estimated at 1,165 
fils per litre for 90-oc-
tane petrol, 1,325 fils 
for 95-octane petrol, 

1,120 fils for diesel and 
1,135 fils for kerosene.

According to the 
committee, the govern-
ment reflected only 37 
per cent of the actual 
increase for 90-octane 
petrol, 55 per cent for 
95-octane petrol, and 
around 14 per cent for 
diesel, while fully ab-
sorbing the rise in kero-
sene prices.

The decision, the 
committee said, aims 
to balance actual costs 
with local retail prices 
in line with government 
efforts to cushion the 
impact of global market 
volatility.

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN — The Court 
of Cassation has up-
held a November 2023 
State Security Court 
(SSC) ruling, sentenc-
ing a drug dealer to 10 
years in prison after 
convicting him of pos-
sessing a variety of il-
legal narcotics in April 
2023.

The court declared 

the defendant guilty of 
obtaining illegal nar-
cotics (hashish) with 
the intent of selling the 
drugs to an undercover 
agent on February  4.

The SSC handed the 
defendant 15 years in 
prison for the offence 
of possessing illegal 
narcotics and ordered 
him to pay JD10,000 in 
fines.

However, the court 

decided to maintain 
the fine of JD10,000 
and reduced the prison 
term to 10 years to give 
the defendant a second 
chance in life.

Court documents 
said the Anti-Narcot-
ics Department (AND) 
learned the defendant 
was in possession of 
illegal narcotics and 
sent one of its agents 
to pose as a buyer.

“The AND agent got 
in touch with the de-
fendant and asked him 
for a small stash of 
Hashish and Capta-
gon pills in return for 
JD20,” court docu-
ments said.

When the two met, 
AND agents paid for 
the illegal narcotics 
and left, court papers 
added.

A few months later, 

the court maintained, 
the law-enforcement 
agency arrested the 
suspect and seized his 
mobile, court papers 
said.

Upon searching his 
house, the person-
nel found dozens of 
Captagon pills and 
over 10 kilogrammes 
of Hashish hidden at 
his house, according to 
court papers. 

The law enforcement 
officers also found a 
cell phone on him and 
discovered chats with 
various individuals 
related to illicit drug 
sales in the local mar-
ket, according to court 
documents.

The defendant con-
tested the SSC’s rul-
ing through his lawyer, 
who argued that the 
court “did not provide 

solid evidence to im-
plicate his client”.

Meanwhile, the SSC 
prosecution office 
asked the higher court 
to uphold the sentence 
and the fine imposed 
on the defendant.

The higher court 
maintained that the 
SSC had followed the 
proper procedures in 
issuing the sentence 
against the defendant.

“It was clear to the 
court that the defend-
ant confessed will-
ingly to possessing the 
illegal drugs to sell in 
the local market,” the 
higher court said.

The Court of Cas-
sation judges were 
Yassin Abdullat, Ham-
mad Ghzawi, Qassem 
Dughmi, Nayef Sama-
rat and Mohammad 
Khashashneh.

AMMAN (JT) — Chair-
man of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Maj. 
Gen. Yousef Huneiti 
met on Tuesday with 
Polish Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister 
of National Defence 
Władysław Kosiniak-
Kamysz and his accom-
panying delegation.

The two sides dis-
cussed military and 
defence cooperation 
between Jordan and 
Poland, exploring 
ways to develop and 
strengthen collabora-
tion across various 
fields to serve mutual 
interests and enhance 
regional and interna-
tional security and 
stability, according to 
a Jordan Armed Forc-
es-Arab Army (JAF) 
statement.

Discussions focused 
on areas of shared con-
cern, including train-
ing, exchange of exper-

tise, counterterrorism 
and defence capacity 
building.

Huneiti reiterated 
the JAF’s commitment 
to deepening ties with 
the Polish Armed Forc-
es, aiming for the high-
est levels of coordina-
tion and integration.

Kosiniak-Kamysz 
commended Jordan’s 
pivotal role, under His 
Majesty King Abdul-
lah's leadership, in 
maintaining regional 
security and stability 
and commended the 
professionalism and 
efficiency of the JAF.

Also on Tuesday, Hu-
neiti received Presi-
dent of the Interna-
tional Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) 
Mirjana Spoljaric and 
an accompanying del-
egation at the JAF Gen-
eral Command.

During the meeting, 
the two sides discussed 

ways to enhance coop-
eration between the 
JAF and the ICRC, par-
ticularly in the areas 
of humanitarian as-
sistance, relief opera-
tions and the exchange 
of expertise in inter-
national humanitarian 
law, according to a JAF 
statement.

Huneiti stressed 
the importance of the 
ICRC’s role in support-
ing those affected by 
conflicts and disas-
ters, praising the level 
of ongoing cooperation 
between the two sides 
across various human-
itarian fields.

For her part, Spoljar-
ic expressed apprecia-
tion for the efforts of 
the JAF in supporting 
humanitarian activi-
ties, underscoring the 
importance of contin-
ued cooperation to ad-
vance shared humani-
tarian objectives.
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AT A GLANCE
Jordan condemns foiled
terror plot targeting Bahrain

A M M A N 
(JT) — 
J o r d a n 
on Tues-
day con-
d e m n e d 
a foiled 
t e r r o r 
plot tar-
geting the 
sovereignty, security and safety of Bahrain, 
describing it as an “unacceptable” attempt to 
undermine Bahrain’s stability and endanger its 
citizens. In a statement, the Foreign Ministry 
said Jordan rejects and denounces the plot, re-
affirming its full solidarity with Bahrain and 
support for all measures taken to safeguard its 
sovereignty, security and stability, and to en-
sure the safety of its citizens and residents. The 
ministry also reiterated Jordan’s firm rejection 
of all forms of violence and terrorism aimed at 
de-stabilising security and stability.

Army thwarts drug
smuggling attempts using drones

A M M A N 
(JT) — The 
Southern 
M i l i t a r y 
Zone on 
Tu e s d ay 
f o i l e d 
two at-
tempts to 
smuggle a 
quant i ty 
of narcotics using two drones on its western 
border.  Border Guard units, in coordination 
with the security agencies and the Anti-Narcot-
ics Department, detected the drones through 
surveillance and downed them, the Jordan 
Armed Forces –Arab Army said. The seized ma-
terials were handed over to the relevant au-
thorities for necessary legal action.

Safadi, ICRC president, German cooperation minister 
discuss humanitarian efforts, regional tensions
Foreign minister, French presidential advisers discuss Amman-Paris cooperation

Committee announces April fuel prices

Deputising for Queen, education minister
honours 106 students for academic excellence

Cassation Court  upholds 10-year sentence for drug dealer

Army chief, Polish deputy 
PM discuss cooperation

Photo courtesy of Foreign Ministry

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi on Tuesday meets with President of 
the International Committee of the Red Cross Mirjana Spoljaric

Petra photo

Minister of Education Azmi Mahafzah on Tuesday honours 
106 outstanding Jordanian students at the 20th edition of 
the Queen Rania Awards for Academic Excellence for British 
curriculum students

JAF photo

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Maj. Gen. Yousef Huneiti meets on Tuesday with Polish 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of National Defence Władysław Kosiniak-Kamysz



RAMALLAH, Palestinian 
Territories (AFP) — Fear 
for her son’s fate kept 
Maisoun Shawamreh 
awake through the night 
in the occupied West 
Bank following the Is-
raeli parliament’s ap-
proval of a law permit-
ting the execution of 
Palestinians convicted 
of deadly terror attacks.

“The mothers of pris-
oners — none of us 
slept last night,” Sha-
wamreh told AFP as 
she joined a protest in 
Ramallah against the 
law on Tuesday.

Her son has been 
in detention for three 
years, awaiting sen-
tencing on charges of 
attempted murder.

“He may or may not 
be subject to execu-
tion,” she said, uncer-
tain of what lies ahead.

Under the new law, 
passed in parliament 
late Monday, Palestin-
ians in the West Bank 
convicted by military 
courts of carrying out 
deadly attacks classi-
fied as “terrorism” will 
face the death penalty 
as a default sentence.

Because Palestinians 
in the territory are au-
tomatically tried in Is-
raeli military courts, 
the measure effectively 
creates a separate and 
harsher legal track.

In Israeli civilian 
courts, the law allows 
for either death or 
life imprisonment for 
those convicted of kill-
ing with intent to harm 
the state.

While the law does 
not provide for retro-
active application, crit-
ics say the distinction 
underscores a system 
of unequal justice.

In Ramallah, dozens 
of activists, political 
factions and civil soci-
ety groups gathered to 
protest the law.

Some held placards 
depicting a blindfold-
ed prisoner flanked by 
two hanging nooses — 
a stark image of what 
they fear lies ahead.

“Stop the execution 
of prisoners law before 
it’s too late,” read the 
placards, held along-
side portraits of im-
prisoned Palestinians.

Abdullah Al Za-

ghari, director of the 
Palestinian Prisoners 
Club, condemned what 
he described was an 
openly discriminatory 
law.

“This fascist and rac-
ist legislation reflects 
the reality of the oc-
cupation,” he said. “It 
applies to Palestinians 
— not to Israeli Jews 
who carry out daily 
violence against Pales-
tinian civilians.”

Haitham, a 28-year-
old employee of an in-
ternational humanitar-
ian organisation, said 
the law was “horrible”.

“But we expected it... 
What can you expect 
from a government 
with people like Netan-
yahu?” he told AFP, de-
clining to give his last 
name.

After lawmakers ap-
proved the bill, Israel’s 
far-right National Se-
curity Minister Itamar 
Ben Gvir celebrated its 
passage with a cham-
pagne toast in a par-
liamentary corridor, 
joined by some fellow 
legislators.

Doubt in Israel 

The law “seriously jeop-
ardises Israel’s observer 
status with the Parlia-
mentary Assembly of the 

Council of Europe”, said 
PACE President Petra 
Bayr on Tuesday.

It “distances Israel 
from the values of the 
Council of Europe, 
which stands strongly 
against the death pen-
alty anywhere and in 
all circumstances”, 
Bayr added, hoping 
Israel’s supreme court 
would reject the bill.

Shortly after the law 
was passed, the coun-
cil said its adoption 
“represents a serious 
regression”.

Even within Israel 
some scepticism has 
emerged.

The legislation is 
“primitive and very 
stupid”, said Meyir 
Lahav, a physician 
from Tel Aviv, adding 
that such measures 
were “deplorable and 
unacceptable in our 
society”.

‘We should be ashamed’

“What I don’t like is that 
it doesn’t apply to eve-
ryone,” said Tom, a soft-
ware engineer, who gave 
only his first name.

“If someone commits 
murder, it should apply 
to all — Jews, Arabs, 
Muslims alike.”

Yves, a French resi-
dent of Israel, also op-

posed the measure.
“To decide that, once 

a person has been cap-
tured, they should be 
put to death — regard-
less of what they have 
done — and to entrust 
another with carrying 
out that act, is some-
thing I reject on princi-
ple,” he said.

But others, like busi-
nessman Noah Levi, 
firmly backed the law.

“The death penalty 
is a very good thing; 
we should have imple-
mented it a long time 
ago,” Levi said.

According to him, 
Palestinians “have 
killed innocent people, 
which is why we must 
take measures to pre-
vent a future catastro-
phe for Israel”.

The death penalty 
exists in Israel but it 
has been applied only 
twice: In 1948, shortly 
after the state’s found-
ing, against a mili-
tary captain accused 
of high treason, and 
then in 1962, when 
the Nazi war criminal 
Adolf Eichmann was  
hanged.

Meanwhile, the new 
law is already facing 
legal challenges.

Several Israeli hu-
man rights groups, 
along with three mem-
bers of parliament, 
filed petitions to the 
Supreme Court seeking 
to overturn the law.

The Association for 
Civil Rights in Israel 
said the law created 
“two parallel tracks, 
both designed to ap-
ply to Palestinians”, 
and should be struck 
down on constitutional 
grounds.

The bill appears to 
conflict with Israel’s 
Basic Laws, which 
prohibit arbitrary 
discrimination.
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Wave of US-Israeli 
strikes hit key Iran sites
TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
media reported Tuesday 
that a wave of US-Israeli 
strikes hit military bas-
es, a religious site and a 
cancer drug plant in the 
more than month-old 
war rocking the Mid-
dle East and roiling the 
world economy.

US President Donald 
Trump has sent conflict-
ing signals on whether 
Washington will further 
escalate the war, possibly 
by deploying American 
ground forces, or try to 
soon end it through nego-
tiations with Tehran.

Pentagon chief Pete He-
gseth, speaking in Wash-
ington after he visited 
US troops in the Middle 
East, vowed that “the up-
coming days will be de-
cisive. Iran knows that, 
and there’s almost noth-
ing they can militarily do 
about it”.

Asked about possible 
next steps, he said “you 
can’t fight and win a war 
if you tell your adversary 
what you are willing to 
do, or what you are not 
willing to do, to include 
boots on the ground.”

Trump threatened 
Monday that, if Iran 
doesn’t agree to a deal, US 
forces would “obliterate” 
all of Tehran’s oil wells, 
its main Kharg Island ex-
port terminal, power sys-
tems and possibly its wa-
ter de-salination plants.

On Tuesday two mas-
sive explosions shook 
Iran’s central city of Isfa-
han, seen in video footage 
verified by AFP, and Ira-
nian state media report-
ed damage to the Shia 
religious centre of Grand 
Husseiniya in Zanjan in 
the northwest.

The Iranian govern-

ment also said air strikes 
had hit a plant making 
cancer drugs and anaes-
thetics, claims AFP could 
not independently verify.

Tehran residents spoke 
of life in a city during 
wartime still clinging 
to some routine, despite 
tight security and explo-
sions that on Tuesday 
sparked power outages in 
parts of the capital.

“When I make it to a 
cafe table, even for a few 
minutes, I can almost 
believe the world hasn’t 
ended,” dental assistant 
Fatemeh, 27, told AFP 
journalists in Paris via a 
messaging app.

“And then I go back 
home, back to the real-
ity of living through war, 
with all its darkness and 
weight.”

‘Go get your own oil!’ 

Trump and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu launched the war on 
February 28, killing Iran’s 
supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamanei, just after 
a new round of talks be-
tween US and Iranian en-
voys.

Iran has denied Trump’s 
claims of renewed direct 
talks and has kept firing at 
Israel and US allies in the 
Gulf region, joined in the 
regional war by Lebanon’s 
armed group Hizbollah 
and Yemen’s Houthis.

Explosions were heard 
Tuesday in Dubai and 
near northern Iraq’s Er-
bil airport, and two peo-
ple were wounded near 
the Saudi capital Riyadh 
when air defence inter-

cepted a drone, civil de-
fence said.

Kuwait’s state oil com-
pany said one of its oil 
tankers was on fire off 
Dubai after a “direct and 
malicious Iranian at-
tack”, with the crew un-
hurt and the blaze later 
extinguished.

Iran has also main-
tained its chokehold on 
the Strait of Hormuz, 
through which one-fifth 
of global oil passes, send-
ing shock waves through 
the global economy.

The average gasoline 
price at US pumps soared 
past $4 a gallon, the high-
est for nearly four years, 
while Indonesia an-
nounced fuel rationing 
and ordered civil servants 
to work from home one 
day a week to conserve en-

ergy stocks.
Trump in a Truth Social 

post lashed out at coun-
tries that have refused to 
help the United States se-
cure the crucial waterway.

“The USA won’t be there 
to help you anymore, just 
like you weren’t there for 
us,” he wrote. “Iran has 
been, essentially, decimat-
ed. The hard part is done. 
Go get your own oil!”

Iran has let some Chi-
nese container ships pass, 
and its parliamentary 
committee has voted to 
impose tolls on other ves-
sels while completely ban-
ning US and Israeli ships.

China and Pakistan 
called for peace talks as 
soon as possible, as they 
agreed to boost their co-
operation on Iran.

The two countries out-

lined a joint initiative “for 
restoring peace and sta-
bility in the Gulf and Mid-
dle East region”, after a 
visit from senior Pakistani 
officials to Beijing.

 Threat to water de-
salination plants 

Trump’s threats against 
Iran have included “com-
pletely obliterating” not 
just energy sites but also 
“possibly all de-salinisa-
tion plants!”

An Iranian health min-
istry official told the ISNA 
news agency on Tuesday 
that a strike had left one 
de-salination plant, on 
Qeshm Island in the Strait 
of Hormuz, “completely 
out of service”, though 
without saying when.

Iran has vowed to 
match strikes on its in-
frastructure with similar 
raids against its US-allied 
Gulf neighbours.

If more de-salination 
plants were to be hit, this 
would pose a major risk in 
the water-stressed region, 
and experts have warned 
strikes on civilian infra-
structure could constitute 
a war crime.

De-salinated water pro-
vides 70 per cent of drink-
ing water in Saudi Arabia 
and 90 per cent in Kuwait.

Meanwhile, Israel 
pounded Lebanon, includ-
ing the southern suburbs 
of Beirut, as it seeks to de-
liver a heavy blow to Iran-
backed Hizbollah which 
has joined the war.

Israel on Tuesday re-
ported its own casualties, 
with four soldiers killed in 
combat in southern Leba-
non and eight people suf-
fering minor injuries from 
falling munitions frag-
ments near Tel Aviv.

DOHA (AFP) — The 
Gulf states are unified 
in calling for a de-es-
calation of the Middle 
East war, Qatar said 
on Tuesday as Tehran 
launched new strikes 
against its neighbours.

"Our understanding 
is that there is a very 
unified position in the 
Gulf on calling for the 
de-escalation and an 
end to the war," Qa-
tar's foreign ministry 
spokesman Majed Al 
Ansari told a regular 
news briefing.

Gulf countries have 
faced repeated drone 
and missile salvos 
from Iran over the past 
month in response to 
US and Israeli strikes 
that began at the end 
of February.

Iran has targeted 
hydrocarbon infra-
structure in the oil-
rich Gulf nations while 

effectively closing to 
shipping the strate-
gic Strait of Hormuz, 
through which one-
fifth of global oil usu-
ally passes.

On Monday an Ira-
nian parliamentary 
committee voted to 
impose tolls on vessels 
in the strait and com-
pletely ban ships from 
the United States and 
Israel.

Ansari said the wa-
terway was "closed 
due to a military op-
eration", but added 
that "the future of the 
strait is something for 
all the region and the 
international partners 
to decide collectively".

"We have taken a 
decision collectively, 
I think, in the Gulf, to 
address this as a col-
lective threat," he said.

Gaps have appeared 
between the Gulf 
states in their ap-
proaches to dealing 
with Iran since the 
war broke out, with 
the United Arab Emir-
ates taking a more 
hawkish stance.

The Emirati ambas-
sador to Washing-
ton, Yousef Al Otaiba, 
wrote in a Wall Street 
Journal opinion piece 
this week that "a sim-
ple ceasefire isn't 
enough" to end the 
war.

"We need a conclu-
sive outcome that ad-
dresses Iran's full 
range of threats: Nu-
clear capabilities, mis-
siles, drones, terror 
proxies and blockades 
of international sea 
lanes," he said.

He also said the UAE 
was ready to join an 
international initiative 
to reopen the strait.

LONDON (AFP) — King 
Charles III on Tuesday 
hosted Syrian Presi-
dent Ahmed Al Sharaa 
at Buckingham Palace 
as the former Islamist 
rebel leader made his 
first official visit to Lon-
don and met with Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer.

The UK monarch 
held an audience with 
Sharaa on Tuesday af-
ternoon, Buckingham 
Palace said. Sharaa 
was making his first 
visit to Britain since 
ousting long-time iron-
fisted former president 
Bashar Assad in 2024.

Earlier on Tuesday, 
Sharaa discussed the 
war with Iran in talks 
with Starmer at Down-
ing Street.

The leaders “dis-
cussed the need for a 
viable plan to reopen 
the Strait of Hormuz, 
in the face of the severe 
economic impact of 
prolonged closure, and 
agreed to work with 
others to restore free-
dom of navigation”, a 
Downing Street spokes-
person said.

Since Sharaa has been 
in power, sectarian ten-

sions have continued to 
cause repeated blood-
shed in Syria, while the 
Daesh group remains at 
large.

Starmer said he 
welcomed the Syrian 
government’s “action” 
against Daesh and not-
ed progress on counter-
terrorism, the spokes-
person said.

The British prime 
minister urged “closer 
work together on re-
turns [of illegal mi-
grants], on border 
security, and on tack-
ling people smuggling 
networks”.

Between 2011 and 
2021, nearly 31,000 Syr-
ians were granted asy-
lum in Britain after the 
civil war there sparked 
a refugee crisis, ac-
cording to government 
statistics.

The president’s visit 
came after London an-
nounced the resump-
tion of diplomatic rela-
tions with Syria in July 
2025.

It followed a visit by 
then foreign minister 
David Lammy to Da-
mascus, the first visit to 
Syria by a British min-

ister in 14 years.
The British govern-

ment said at the time 
that its engagement 
with Damascus was 
aimed at supporting 
the country’s political 
transition and assisting 
economic recovery as 
well as reducing illegal 
migration, and address-
ing the issue of chemi-
cal weapons.

Sharaa met German 
Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz in Berlin on Mon-
day, as he seeks to keep 
Syria insulated from 
the repercussions of 
the current Middle East 
war.

Europe’s top economy 
is home to the larg-
est Syrian diaspora in 
the European Union at 
more than a million, 
many of whom arrived 
during the peak of 
the migrant influx in 
2015-2016.

Merz, who has made 
a tougher immigration 
policy a priority since 
taking office last year, 
said he and Sharaa had 
agreed eight out of 10 
Syrians in Germany 
should go back “over 
the next three years”.

Qatar says Gulf states 
'unified' in calling for 
war de-escalation

AFP photo

Mockups of domestically-made Iranian missiles are displayed at an exhibition outside the Defence Museum in Tehran on 
Monday

‘We have taken 

a decision 

collectively, 

I think, in 

the Gulf, to 

address this 

as a collective 

threat’

Palestinians horrified 
by Israel’s new death penalty law

AFP photo

Syria's President Ahmed Al Sharaa (left) is welcomed by Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer 
ahead of their meeting at 10 Downing Street in central London on Tuesday

Syrian president meets 
King Charles, Starmer on London visit
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FDI inflows to Kingdom exceed $2 billion 
in 2025, highest since 2017 — CBJ
Continued from page 1

By sector, the financial 
and insurance sector at-
tracted the largest share 
of inflows at 27.6 per 
cent, followed by manu-
facturing at 11.6 per 
cent, real estate at 8.8 per 
cent, mining at 7.5 per 
cent, and information 
and communications at 
6.1 per cent.

Investments by non-
Jordanians in land 
and real estate reached 
$296.9 million, account-
ing for 14.7 per cent of 
total FDI inflows in 2025.

Minister of Invest-
ment Tareq Abu Ghaz-
aleh said the figures 
released  reflect “posi-
tive” indicators for the 
national economy, not-
ing that foreign direct 
investment (FDI) exceed-
ing $2 billion in 2025 
“demonstrates investor 
confidence”.

In remarks to Al Mam-
laka TV, Abu Ghazaleh 
said the results were 
achieved despite ongo-
ing regional challeng-
es, underscoring that 
Jordan remains an at-
tractive destination for 

investors.
He added that projec-

tions for 2026 indicate 
a further increase in 
FDI inflows, supported 
by the Kingdom’s high-
quality investment op-
portunities across key 
sectors, particularly 
energy, water, transport 
and infrastructure.

“These sectors repre-
sent major drivers for 
attracting investment, 
contributing to econom-
ic growth and enhanc-
ing the competitiveness 
of the national econo-
my,” he said.

Jordan denounces ‘illegal, discriminatory’ Israeli 
law allowing execution of Palestinian prisoners

UNRWA chief seeks probe into 
killing of hundreds of staff in Gaza war

UN security source tells AFP 
Israeli fire killed peacekeeper on Sunday

France eyes ban on social media for under-15s

AMMAN (JT) — The Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs 
has condemned the Is-
raeli Knesset’s approval 
of a law permitting the 
execution of Palestin-
ian detainees in Israeli 
prisons, describing it 
as a “grave” violation of 
international law and 
international humanitar-
ian law.

In a statement on Tues-
day, the ministry spokes-
person, Fuad Majali, said 
that Jordan unequivo-
cally rejects the “illegal, 
racist and discrimina-
tory” legislation, stress-
ing that it violates the 
established principles of 
international law, which 
prohibit an occupying 
power from imposing its 
authority over occupied 
territory through unilat-
eral legislative measures.

He added that the law 
is part of a broader, sys-
tematic Israeli policy 

targeting the Palestinian 
people and their inalien-
able rights, including the 
right to self-determina-
tion and the establish-
ment of an independent 

Palestinian state of their 
own on the basis of the 
two-state solution.

Majali urged the in-
ternational community 
to assume its legal and 

moral responsibilities 
and take “immediate and 
effective”action to pre-
vent the implementation 
of the law, and compel 
Israel to stop its “null 

and void” decisions, un-
lawful legislation and il-
legal unilateral measures 
targeting the Palestinian 
people and their pres-
ence on their land.

GENEVA (AFP) — The 
outgoing head of the 
United Nations agency 
supporting Palestinian 
refugees said on Tues-
day he wanted an inves-
tigation into the killing 
of nearly UNRWA staff 
during the war in Gaza.

“I believe that we need 
to have a panel... a high-
level panel of experts to 
look into the killing of 
our staff,” Philippe Laz-
zarini told reporters in 
Geneva.

Speaking at a press 
conference on the last 
day on the job as UN-
RWA Commissioner-
General, the 62-year-old 
Swiss national con-
demned the fact that 
“more than 390” of the 

agency’s staff had been 
killed since the start of 
Israel’s war on Gaza in 
October 2023.

“Many others have 
sustained life-changing 

injuries or have been 
arbitrarily detained and 
tortured,” he said.

He said an investi-
gation was needed not 
just into the killing of 

UNRWA employees but 
also of other UN staff, 
stressing: “There have 
been other UN col-
leagues who have been 
also killed.”

“And we have to look 
also at the extraordi-
nary, large-scale de-
struction of the agen-
cy, of UN premises in 
Gaza,” said Lazzarini.

He has warned that 
Israeli attacks on the 
agency, coupled with 
swingeing funding cuts, 
have left UNRWA facing 
“collapse”.

He said he had raised 
the issue of an investi-
gation with the office of 
UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres and 
with UN member states 

in New York.
The question, he said, 

was “when is the right 
time to start this, as... 
everything in this con-
text is polarised”.

“The more time goes, 
the more difficult the 
task for the commission 
will be in the future.”

Israel and Palestinian 
group Hamas continue 
to accuse each other of 
violating the ceasefire 
in place since Octo-
ber 10 designed to halt 
two years of war in the 
occupied Palestinian 
territory.

At least 72,000 peo-
ple have been killed in 
the Israeli war on Gaza, 
according to the Strip’s 
health ministry.

BEIRUT, Lebanon (AFP) 
— A UN security source 
told AFP on Tuesday 
that Israeli fire had 
killed an Indonesian 
peacekeeper at the 
weekend, after the UN 
force said it was inves-
tigating the incident.

The United Nations 
Interim Force in Leba-
non had said that the 
peacekeeper was killed 
on Sunday evening 
when a projectile of 
unknown origin “ex-
ploded in a UNIFIL 
position near Adchit al 
Qusayr”.

The source told AFP 
on condition of ano-
nymity that investiga-
tions had shown the 
fire came from an Is-
raeli tank, adding that 
“debris from a tank 
round has been recov-
ered” at the site.

On Monday, UNIFIL 
said another “explo-
sion of unknown ori-
gin” destroyed a peace-
keeping vehicle, killing 
two more Indonesian 
troops, and that an in-
vestigation had also 
been launched into 
that incident.

The UN security 
source said the origin 
of that explosion may 
have been a mine.

Israel’s military said 
on Tuesday that it was 
investigating the two 
deadly incidents to 
“determine whether 
they resulted from 
Hezbollah activity or 
from IDF [Israeli army] 
activity”.

“It should be noted 
these incidents oc-
curred in an active 
combat area,” the mili-
tary said, adding that 
“it should not be as-

sumed that incidents 
in which UNIFIL sol-
diers were harmed 
were caused by the 
IDF”.

UNIFIL numbers 
some 8,200 peace-
keepers and patrols 
Lebanon’s de facto 
southern border area, 
where Israel and Hiz-
bollah have been 
fighting since war 
erupted this month as 
Israeli troops pursue a 
ground offensive.

The UN Security 
Council was holding 
an urgent meeting on 

Tuesday at the request 
of France after the 
peacekeepers’ deaths.

France’s Foreign 
Minister Jean-Noel 
Barrot on Monday ac-
cused Israel of unspec-
ified “security breach-
es and intimidation” 
experienced by the 
French UNIFIL contin-
gent in Naqura, where 
the mission’s head-
quarters are located.

Barrot said that an-
ger had “been conveyed 
with the utmost firm-
ness to the Israeli am-
bassador in Paris”.

PARIS, France (AFP) — 
President Emmanuel 
Macron is hoping France 
will become one of the 
first European Union 
countries to ban social 
media for under-15s, fol-
lowing similar moves in 
Australia and Indonesia.

Both houses of parlia-
ment seem to have dif-
ferent visions for the 
ban, meaning they will 
likely need to reach a 
compromise before it 
can become law.

But even if the legis-
lation is adopted, ques-
tions remain over wheth-
er it could be enforced.

Here’s what we know:
What’s in the bill? 

The lower house nation-
al assembly in January 
passed legislation de-
manding all social me-
dia platforms refuse new 
users under 15 and sus-
pend accounts belonging 
to children under that 
age.

Authorities want the 
bill — which also pro-
vides for a ban on mobile 
phones in high schools 
— to be enforced from 
September.

But the right-leaning 
Senate, which examines 
the bill on Tuesday, has 
expressed some reserva-
tions, which could delay 
the bill being adopted by 
both houses.

A committee in the up-
per house has instead 
suggested a two-tier sys-
tem, distinguishing be-
tween platforms flagged 
as harmful to a child’s 
“physical, mental, or 
moral development”, and 
those that could still be 
accessed with parental 
consent.

Their revised version 

of the bill excludes on-
line encyclopaedias and 
educational platforms.

Why now?

First Lady Brigitte Ma-
cron has been campaign-
ing against cyberbully-
ing for years.

France’s public health 
watchdog last year said 
platforms such as Tik-
Tok, Snapchat and Insta-
gram were detrimental 
to adolescents, particu-
larly girls, though it was 
not the sole reason for 
their declining mental 
health.

The president has said 
the emotions of children 
and teenagers should 
not be “for sale or ma-
nipulated by American 
platforms and Chinese 
algorithms”.

After Macron’s govern-
ment suspended a flag-
ship pensions reform 
last year, a social media 
ban could be his last 
major domestic change 
before he steps down in 
April 2027.

What do critics say? 

There are still opponents 

to any ban.
Nine child protection 

associations in January 
said lawmakers should 
hold the platforms re-
sponsible, not ban chil-
dren from social media.

Hard-left lawmaker 
Arnaud Saint-Martin at 
the time said such a ban 
would amount to “dig-
ital paternalism” and be 
an “overly simplistic” 
response to the negative 
impacts of technology.

Could a ban be 
implemented?

Even if the French law 
passes, putting it into 
place will be tricky.

Work on an effective 
age verification system 
is under way at the EU 
level, but is not due to 
be introduced until early 
2027.

While backing France’s 
right to impose such a 
ban, the European Com-
mission in January said 
that any enforcement 
would lie with the Eu-
ropean Union, provided 
the bill conforms to the 
bloc’s laws.

There are also con-
cerns that under-15s will 

get around the age veri-
fication system by using 
virtual private networks 
or switching to newer 
platforms.

What are other 
countries doing? 

In December, Australia 
became the first country 
in the world to require 
TikTok, YouTube, Snap-
chat and other top sites 
to remove accounts held 
by under-16s, or face 
heavy fines.

Indonesia began en-
forcing a social media 
ban for users under the 
age of 16 on Saturday, 
and has already issued 
summons letters to 
Google and Meta over 
their failure to comply 
with the law.

Austria announced 
last week it would soon 
ban social media for chil-
dren up to the age of 14, 
with a plan to present a 
new law “as early as this 
summer”.

Spain and Denmark 
have also announced 
their intention to in-
troduce a digital age 
of majority for social 
networks.

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Malaysian tank-
ers permitted to pass 
through the Strait of 
Hormuz will be exempt 
from paying any pro-
spective tolls imposed 
by Iran, Transport Min-
ister Anthony Loke said 
on Tuesday.

Iranian state media re-
ported on Monday that a 
parliamentary commis-
sion had approved plans 
to impose tolls on ves-
sels transiting the vital 
waterway that Tehran 
has effectively closed 
due to the Middle East 
war.

Malaysia's Foreign 
Minister Mohamad 
Hasan said on Saturday 
the tankers , owned by 
petroleum giant Petro-
nas, Sapura Energy and 
maritime firm MISC, 
were awaiting clearance 
to safely sail through the 
strait.

"No, this is a complete 
no... The Iranian ambas-
sador [to Malaysia] has 
mentioned this, no toll 
being imposed on Malay-
sian vessels," Loke told 
reporters on Tuesday.

"We are a friendly par-
ty. We have a good diplo-
matic relationship with 
the Iranian government."

Iran has indicated that 
it will allow vessels from 
nations it deems friend-
ly to pass through the 
strait.

Loke said it would 
take time for Malaysian 
vessels to pass through 
Strait of Hormuz as 
"there are many ships 
that are stranded and 
anchored there".

"But I think that the 

Iranian government has 
given their commitment 
and we think that our 
vessels will be able to 
pass through," he added.

Malaysian Prime Min-
ister Anwar Ibrahim, in 
a televised announce-
ment last week, thanked 
Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian for giv-
ing way to Malaysia and 
"releasing the oil tank-
ers and the workers in-
volved so that they can 
continue their journey 
home".

Malaysian ships to be spared 
from Iran's Hormuz toll- minister

MATANZAS, Cuba (AFP) 
— A Russian oil tanker 
docked in a Cuban port 
on Tuesday to deliver 
the first crude ship-
ment to the island since 
January after Washing-
ton gave the crisis-hit 
country a reprieve from 
a fuel blockade.

The Anatoly Kolod-
kin, a tanker under US 
sanctions, entered the 
port of Matanzas, east 
of Havana, after sun-
rise to deliver 730,000 
barrels of crude, AFP 
journalists said.

US President Donald 
Trump's decision to 
let Russia deliver the 
oil avoids a confronta-
tion with Moscow and 
provides temporary 
relief to a country that 
has endured black-
outs, fuel rationing 
and dwindling public 
transportation.

"It's great that the 
country is receiving oil 
because we need it for 
the crisis we are fac-
ing," Yoanna Rivero, a 
49-year-old pharmacy 
worker who was exer-
cising near the port, 
told AFP.

Felipe Serrano, a 
76-year-old security 
guard, was waiting for 
the Russian ship to 
arrive.

"This is crucial for us 
to be able to survive be-
cause the country has 
paralysed," he said.

Analysts, however, 
said the shipment 
would only give Cuba a 
brief respite.

"It can offer tempo-
rary breathing room, 
but it does not come 
close to resolving the 
scale of the deficit 
the country is fac-
ing," Ricardo Torres, 
a Cuban economist at 
American University in 
Washington, told AFP.

"It is clearly not 
enough," he said, not-
ing that Cuba's power 
problems are "struc-

tural rather than 
episodic".

Cuban Energy and 
Mining Minister Vi-
cente de la O Levy 
thanked Russia for the 
support, saying on X 
that the "valuable ship-
ment arrives in the 
middle of the complex 
energy situation that 
we are facing".

Trump, who has 
mused about "tak-
ing" communist-
ruled Cuba, said on 
Sunday that he did not 
object to Russia or oth-
ers sending oil to the 
island because Cubans 
"have to survive".

The White House de-
nied that there was any 
change to US sanctions 
policy.

"We allowed this ship 
to reach Cuba in order 
to provide humanitar-
ian needs to the Cuban 
people. These decisions 
are being made on a 
case-by-case basis," 
White House Press Sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt 
said.

Driving Cuba 
'to the brink' 

Cuba was cut off from 
oil supplies in January 
after US forces ousted 
its main regional ally, 
Venezuela's socialist 
leader Nicolas Maduro, 
and Trump threatened 
tariffs on countries 
that send crude to the 
country.

While Trump has 
warned that "Cuba is 
next", President Miguel 
Diaz-Canel confirmed 
in March that Cuban 
and US officials had 
held talks.

Ricardo Herrero, 
executive director of 
the Cuba Study Group, 
a non-partisan policy 
group in Washington, 
said the aim of restrict-
ing oil was to force 
Havana "to make real 
concessions at the ne-

gotiating table."
"The strategy here is 

to drive the system to 
the brink," Herrero told 
AFP. "But it's not to pre-
cipitate a full-blown 
societal or humanitar-
ian collapse."

"It's all consistent 
with idea that the US 
holds all the cards and 
they'll decide when to 
hold, when to fold and 
when they go all in," he 
said.

Two weeks of diesel 

Cubans have en-
dured seven nation-
wide blackouts since 
2024, including two 
in March, and fuel 
prices have soared. 
 
The blackouts as well 
as persistent short-
ages of food and medi-
cine have fuelled pub-
lic frustration and 
some rare protests. 
 
Experts said the Rus-
sian oil would buy 
the Cuban economy 
only a few weeks.

Jorge Pinon, an ex-
pert on Cuba's energy 
sector at the University 
of Texas at Austin, said 
the more urgent need 
is diesel, which could 
be used for backup 
power generators or for 
transportation systems 
to keep the economy 
running.

It would take a month 
to refine the oil and de-
liver the diesel, which 
would be enough to 
cover demand for about 
two weeks, he said.

Herrero said the ship-
ment was just "another 
donation" by Cuba's 
Russian ally, but he 
doubted that Moscow 
wanted to subsidise 
the Cuban economy in 
the long term.

"This is not going to 
help the economy re-
cover," he said. "This is 
just humanitarian aid."

Russian oil tanker docks 
in Cuba after US blockade relief

AFP photo

UNRWA's outgoing Commissioner-General Philippe 
Lazzarini looks on during his end of mandate press briefing 
at the United Nations offices in Geneva

AFP photo

Malaysian tankers permitted to pass through the Strait of 
Hormuz will be exempt from paying any prospective tolls 
imposed by Iran, Transport Minister Anthony Loke said on 
Tuesday

Indonesia 

began 

enforcing a 

social media 

ban for users 

under the 

age of 16 on 

Saturday...



By Mwaffaq Otoom

For decades, Jordan has quietly fuelled 
the growth of the digital economy in the 
region, not through capital or scale, but 

through people. Jordanian engineers and en-
trepreneurs are building systems and solutions 
across regional and global markets.

This success poses an important question: 
Will Jordan remain a supplier of talent, or be-
come a producer of technology-driven value?

Today, the country is at a crossroads. This mo-
ment presents a unique opportunity, driven by 
a rare alignment between national vision, insti-
tutional coordination and growing demand for 
technology solutions. Under the direction of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hussein, and his 
ongoing engagement with the National Coun-
cil for Future Technologies, this shift reflects a 
move away from fragmented initiatives toward a 
coordinated national framework aligning policy, 
talent, and investment.

This alignment is already translating into ac-
tion. Recommendations from the council are 
being incorporated into reforms led by the Ac-
creditation and Quality Assurance Commission 
(AQAC), strengthening IT programmes across 
Jordan’s higher education institutions. The in-
creased emphasis on embedding practical and 
project-based skills, micro-credentials, profes-
sional certifications and structured field train-
ing into IT programmes, alongside continuous 
faculty upskilling and increasing recognition of 
practice qualifications, marks a decisive shift 
toward an industry-aligned, outcomes-driven 
model of education. This shift is further rein-
forced by the adoption of BTEC pathways across 
secondary and higher education, strengthening 
technical and vocational tracks and aligning the 
talent pipeline with industry needs from an ear-
lier stage.

In parallel, Jordan is investing in enabling 
technology infrastructure. The Aqaba Digital 
Hub is a strategic initiative to position the King-
dom as a regional centre for data, connectivity 
and digital services, while growing emphasis 
on technical and vocational education ensures a 
workforce that is not only qualified, but deploy-
ment-ready. These efforts reflect a broader na-
tional approach linking vision, strategy, educa-
tion, infrastructure, and economic development.

Jordan’s economy remains stable, with a GDP 
estimated between $50 billion and $53 billion 
and growth near 2.5 per cent. The ICT sector 
contributes roughly 3 per cent of GDP and is 
expected to expand significantly in the coming 
decade. 

Yet, a structural imbalance persists. Jordan 
produces world-class talent, but much of the 
value generated by that talent is captured else-
where.

There are clear examples of both success and 
the gap. One prominent case demonstrated that 
globally relevant ventures can emerge from Jor-
dan. More recently, a Jordanian entrepreneur 
built a globally recognised AI-powered software 
development platform. Yet, like many such suc-
cesses, it was developed and scaled outside the 
Kingdom, highlighting a persistent gap in cap-
turing value locally.

The next phase must focus on retaining this 
value within Jordan.

A key opportunity lies in the upcoming Euro-
pean–Jordanian Investment Conference at the 
Dead Sea. As a continuation of Jordan’s engage-
ment with the European Union, the conference 
offers a platform to reposition Jordan as a tech-
nology partner and innovation gateway for Eu-
rope into the region.

However, this transition requires deliberate 
and sustained action. First, the National Coun-
cil for Future Technologies must ensure that its 
recommendations translate into measurable 
outcomes. Second, Jordan must strengthen its 
scale-up ecosystem to support growing start-
ups and retain them locally. Third, international 
partnerships must evolve from short-term en-
gagements into long-term platforms for invest-
ment and innovation.

Jordan’s greatest asset has always been its 
people. What is changing today is the emergence 
of a coordinated system designed to ensure that 
this talent not only succeeds globally, but builds 
locally.

The choice facing Jordan is clear and the 
time to act is now. Because in the global digital 
economy, nations that export talent participate. 
Those that build technology lead. Jordan has 
both the capability and the opportunity to do 
both, but must now prioritise the latter.
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Agence France Presse

PARIS, France — For Tehran 
resident Fatemeh, the highlight 
of her day in a city beset by 
deadly daily US-Israeli strikes 
in the now month-long war is 
to make the short journey to her 
local cafe.

“When I make it to a cafe ta-
ble, even for a few minutes, I 
can almost believe the world 
hasn’t ended,” said Fatemeh, 27, 
a dental assistant.

“It feels like stepping out of 
this damn war and into an ordi-
nary day, or at least imagining 
a world that isn’t filled with the 
constant fear of losing your life, 
or where you stay alive but lose 
a loved one or everything you 
have,” she told AFP.

If a lull in the bombing allows 
a better night’s sleep, Fatemeh 
said she will put on make-up 
and dress up to make her visit 
to the cafe extra special.

“And then I go back home, 
back to the reality of living 
through war, with all its dark-
ness and weight,” she said.

Residents of Tehran who 
spoke to AFP’s team covering 
the war in Paris painted a pic-
ture of a city that is still cling-
ing to some routine, with cafes 
and restaurants open, no short-
ages reported in supermarkets 
or petrol stations and people 
trying to keep up some vestige 
of a social life.

But they know that life is any-
thing but normal with the US 
and Israel maintaining a relent-
less pace of bombardment on 
the capital since the war start-
ed on February 28 with the kill-
ing of supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei and other top of-
ficials.

There are security check-
points on what were peaceful 
streets, the internet has been 
blocked or drastically slowed 
for everything except domes-
tic services, and windows are 
taped up to prevent them shat-
tering in case of attack.

As well as fear of being killed 
or losing a loved one in an at-
tack, people are gripped by anx-
iety over the future, over what 
kind of country they will live in 
and how they will make ends 
meet amid a collapsing econo-
my.

The people who agreed to 
share messages with AFP gave 
only their first names for fear of 
the consequences were they to 
be identified by authorities.

‘Only thing left’

“These days, I mostly stay at 
home and only go out if I ab-
solutely have to. The only thing 
left from my life routine before 
the war that helps me keep 
my spirit up is cooking,” said 
Shahrzad, 39, a housewife.

But she added: “Sometimes I 
find myself crying in the middle 
of it. I miss ordinary days... A 
life where I didn’t have to con-
stantly think about explosions, 
death, or losing my loved ones.

“I try to stay strong for my 
daughter... But when I think 
about the future, I can’t form 
any clear picture in my mind 
that I can hold on to with hope.”

People in Tehran have over the 
last week been trying to make 

the best they can out of the 
main traditional Persian holi-
day of Nowruz, a festival that 
normally sees people leave the 
city or celebrate at home with 
family.

“There is no famine, every-
thing is available. Cafes are 
open, and we still go out to ca-
fes,” said Shayan, 40, a photog-
rapher. “There is gasoline, water 
and electricity.”

“But there is a sense of help-
lessness in all of us. We don’t 
know what to do and there’s re-
ally nothing we can do.

“There was no real Nowruz at-
mosphere at all, but we tried to 
force ourselves,” he said.

While shops and restaurants 
are open until 9:00 pm, “many 
people don’t go out after the af-
ternoon”, he added.

In a continuation of a trend 
that began months before the 
war, more women are openly 
not wearing the headscarf that 
is obligatory under the Islamic 
republic’s dress rules, residents 
say.

State television has at rallies 
even interviewed bare-headed 
women, so long as they express 
pro-government sentiments.

‘I miss a peaceful night’s sleep’

Elnaz, 32, a Tehran-based paint-
er, said when attacks did relent 
and she had time to think, she 
remembered how much she 
missed “living a simple life”.

“We miss the simplest things, 
going out at night, or just being 
able to go to another part of the 
city.

“I miss something as ordinary 
as shopping somewhere other 
than the small grocery store or 
bakery on my street.

“I miss reading in a cafe, go-
ing to the park... all those very, 
very simple things.”

She added: “And more than 
anything, I miss a peaceful 
night’s sleep.”

Elnaz said that on some 
nights the attacks are so in-

tense it feels like “all of Tehran 
is shaking”.

“Everything goes back to one 
state, survival. Thinking only 
about staying alive with all the 
people I love. My friends, my 
family, and the people of my 
city, who look kinder than ever 
in this difficult time,” she said.

Kaveh, 38, a visual artist, said 
a piece of a missile struck about 
50 metres from his house a few 
days ago.

“I brought it home with me. 
I want to make something out 
of it when I get the chance,” he 
said, recalling that dust was 
falling from the sky and several 
windows shattered immediate-
ly.

He described how at night in 
some areas, groups of people 
who back the clerical system 
drive around, honking and gath-
ering, “while just a few streets 
away, there are checkpoints 
where cars and phones of nor-
mal people are being searched”.

“If you have something to do 
in the city, you’ll likely pass 
through multiple checkpoints in 
a single day, each run by differ-
ent groups. Cars are searched, 
phones are checked, and months 
of accumulated frustration are 
taken out on people at these 
checkpoints.

“These are just parts of our 
daily reality under these cir-
cumstances,” he said.

The morose atmosphere, 
residents say, has been com-
pounded by unseasonably rainy 
weather that contrasts with 
the spring sunshine people are 
used to enjoying at Nowruz.

Portraits of children killed 
in attacks are displayed in 
squares, while giant flags of the 
Islamic republic cover build-
ings that have been reduced to 
ruins.

“In the end, for many people, 
the most important concern is 
the future of Iran and its peo-
ple, and what might actually 
improve the situation,” said Ka-
veh.

‘We miss the simplest things’:
Tehran residents on edge after month of war

By Ramzy Baroud
 

“Israel must immediately re-
lease Gazan doctor Dr. Hus-
sam Abu Safiya,” UN experts 

said in a recent statement, in 
unequivocal terms.

Dr. Abu Safiya was “subjected 
to torture and other cruel and 
degrading treatment”, they said. 
His health condition is “dire”.

Many are already familiar 
with the iconic Palestinian 
doctor from Gaza. But the de-
served and urgent focus on his 
case should not end with him. 
Rather, it should illuminate the 
broader catastrophe afflicting 
Gaza’s health sector, one delib-
erately dismantled as part of 
the ongoing genocide that be-
gan on October 7, 2023.

Palestinians and others con-
tinue to refer to the genocide as 
“ongoing”. This is not hyperbo-
le. Though the rate of killing by 
bombs has decreased, the geno-
cide remains in effect because 
the destruction of Gaza, and of 
all civilian infrastructure nec-
essary for survival, continues to 
produce the same outcome: Pal-
estinians are still dying as a di-
rect result of the same policies.

This has affected every aspect 
of Palestinian life in Gaza that 
guarantees survival, from water 
and food to medical care.

Speaking at a World Health 
Orgnaisation (WHO press brief-

ing in Cairo on October 8, 2025, 
Dr. Hanan Balkhy, the WHO top 
regional health official for the 
Eastern Mediterranean, laid it 
all on the table.

Though she spoke in institu-
tional terms, outlining Gaza’s 
urgent healthcare needs, her 
account confirmed the scale of 
devastation caused by Israel’s 
genocide in Gaza.

Over 1,700 health workers 
have been killed in Gaza since 
the start of the genocide, she 
said. The majority of Gaza’s hos-
pitals have been destroyed or 
rendered non-functional, with 
only a few partially operating. 
At least 455 Palestinians have 
died due to hunger, including 
151 children, within months.

In all of the grim numbers the 
Gaza genocide has produced, 
and continues to produce, 
one constant stands out: For 
every growing number of vic-
tims, there is a corresponding 
number of those meant to save 
them who have also been killed.

Thousands of doctors, health 
workers, humanitarian workers, 
civil defence personnel, emer-
gency responders, volunteers, 
charity workers and municipal 
officials have been swept into 
the same cycle of destruction.

It could be argued that these 
numbers correspond to the 
overall scale of death in Gaza. 
Official figures state that over 
72,000 Palestinians have been 
killed and more than 172,000 
wounded, while independent 
research, including estimates 
published in The Lancet, sug-
gests the true death toll may be 
far higher.

This argument may appear 
defensible. But the target-
ing of hospitals, the killing and 
wounding of doctors, and the 
unlawful detention and torture 
of health workers cannot be 
dismissed as a mere reflection 
of mass killing.

From the earliest days of the 
genocide, Israel placed Gaza’s 
hospitals at the centre of its 
assault. On October 17, 2023, 
Al Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza 
was struck in one of the most 
horrific early massacres, fol-
lowed by systematic assaults 
on major medical facilities, in-
cluding Al Shifa Hospital, Al-
Quds Hospital, the Indonesian 
Hospital, and Nasser Medical 

Complex.
But why hospitals? Because 

hospitals were not only places 
of treatment. They were places 
of refuge. As tens of thousands 
of Palestinians sought shelter 
within their walls, hospitals 
became the last spaces where 
survival was still possible. To 
destroy them was to sever that 
final lifeline.

The killing of doctors, the 
bombing of hospitals and the 
detention of medical person-
nel were not incidental. They 
formed part of a broader strat-
egy: To render Gaza uninhabita-
ble by dismantling the systems 
that sustain life.

Deprived of care, stripped of 
infrastructure, and denied the 
means to survive, Palestinians 
were left with fewer options, 
first to flee south, and ultimate-
ly, to be pushed beyond Gaza al-
together.

This is why Dr. Abu Safiya has 
become so vital to this story.

Every Gazan doctor who re-
fused to leave his or her post 
during the genocide is a hero. 
Every health worker who risked 
his or her life to save others 
represents a model of courage 
that should be emulated every-
where. And every doctor killed, 
wounded, or detained deserves 
to be remembered as the high-
est expression of human com-
mitment to life.

Dr. Abu Safiya embodies all of 
them.

He is not unique, and that is 
precisely the point. He is the 
collective face of a medical com-
munity that refused to abandon 
its people, even as the system 
around it collapsed.

At Kamal Adwan Hospital in 
northern Gaza, Abu Safiya re-
mained at his post as Israeli 
forces advanced on the facility, 
already overwhelmed by waves 
of wounded and displaced civil-
ians. Despite shortages of fuel, 
medicine and staff, he contin-
ued to treat patients while help-
ing to protect those sheltering 
inside the hospital compound.

In the final days before his de-
tention on December 27, 2024, 
he was among the last senior 
doctors still operating in the 
hospital, overseeing care un-
der conditions that defy any 
conventional understanding of 
medical practice.

One image came to define him.
Standing amid the ruins out-

side Kamal Adwan Hospital, 
surrounded by destruction, 
he walked alone in his white 
coat toward advancing Israeli 
armored vehicles, a lone doctor 
facing a war machine. The im-
age circulated widely because it 
captured, in a single frame, the 
reality of Gaza: Those who heal 
standing unarmed before those 
who destroy.

That destruction remains in 
effect today, even as global at-
tention has shifted elsewhere, 
compounding the danger facing 
a besieged Gaza. “Israel must 
release Dr. Abu Safiya and all 
healthcare workers,” said UN 
experts. Israel should also re-
lease all Palestinian prisoners, 
lift the siege, and end the geno-
cide in its entirety.

“States have the power to end 
his torment,” they said. They are 
not wrong, and there can be no 
moral or legal justification for 
their inaction.

Ramzy Baroud is a journalist, author and 
the editor of The Palestine Chronicle. 
He is the author of six books. His latest, 
“Before the Flood”, was published by 
Seven Stories Press. His other books 
include “Our Vision for Liberation”, “My 
Father was a Freedom Fighter” and “The 
Last Earth”. Baroud is a non-resident 
senior research fellow at the Centre for 
Islam and Global Affairs (CIGA)

‘Torture and degrading treatment’ — The case of 
Dr. Abu Safiya and Gaza’s broken medical system
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AMMAN (AFP) — The 
war sparked by the 
joint US-Israeli attack 
on Iran and which has 
spread across the Mid-
dle East has cost Arab 
countries $186 billion, 
a top UN official said 
Tuesday, as he called 
for an immediate halt 
to the fighting.

"We hope the fighting 
will stop tomorrow, as 
every day of delay has 
negative repercussions 
on the global economy," 
UN assistant secre-
tary-general Abdallah 
Al Dardari told report-
ers in Amman.

"We estimate that 
the loss to the Arab re-
gion's GDP as a result 
of one month of fight-
ing will be around six 
per cent... Six per cent 
of GDP means the re-
gion has lost around 
$186 billion from its 
economy in a single 
month," he said.

Dardari, who is also 
a top UN official for the 
Arab region, said the 
countries of the oil-rich 
Gulf were shouldering 
the heaviest burden.

"The impact on GDP 

is very significant in 
the Gulf region, where 
it could reach $168 bil-
lion, and in the Levant 
region, where it could 
reach around $30 bil-
lion," he said.

The war that erupted 
with a US-Israeli attack 
on Iran on February 28 
spread quickly across 
the region, as Iran 
launched retaliatory 
attacks targeting Gulf 
countries and Israel.

Lebanon and Iraq 
have been drawn into 
the fighting, with pro-
Iran groups launching 

attacks of their own on 
Israel and US interests.

Dardari warned 
against the Gulf's eco-
nomic dependence on 
oil, saying the crisis 
around the vital wa-
terway of the Strait of 
Hormuz had proved the 
need to diversify.

He also said there 
was a need to seek 
out routes other than 
the Strait of Hormuz, 
through which a fifth 
of global oil and lique-
fied natural gas flowed 
pre-war.

"The Arab economy 

relies on virtually a 
single commodity; even 
countries that do not 
export oil depend on 
remittances from ex-
patriates in oil-export-
ing countries and on 
aid from those same 
countries, while the 
oil-exporting coun-
tries themselves rely 
on a single product," he 
said.

"This fragility in 
the Arab economy is 
demonstrated by re-
cent events, which 
prove that it is 
unsustainable."

Dardari sounded the 
alarm over the expect-
ed impact on jobs in a 
region already wracked 
by inequality.

"We estimate that the 
number of jobs we will 
lose as a result of this 
conflict is around 3.7 
million," he said.

"As for the impact 
on poverty, we expect 
that around four mil-
lion more people in the 
region will fall, or have 
already fallen, below 
the poverty line this 
month as a result of the 
hostilities."

AMMAN (JT) — The 
Jordan Free Zones In-
vestors Commission 
(JFZIC) on Monday 
discussed vehicle con-
formity procedures 
and challenges facing 
the import of used ve-
hicles from South Ko-
rea to the Zarqa Free 
Zone and the local 
market during a meet-
ing with a delegation 
from the Korean em-
bassy in Amman.

The meeting re-
viewed the latest de-
velopments related 
to the issue, as well 
as measures taken in 
cooperation with rel-
evant authorities in 
both countries, ac-
cording to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra.

JFZIC Vice President 

Amer Jayousi said that 
the meeting was held 
at an “important” time, 
in light of the chal-
lenges facing the vehi-
cle import sector.

He noted that the 
discussions went over 
the steps taken by the 
embassy, the Korean 
trade office and the 
commission, including 
consultations with the 
Jordan Standards and 
Metrology Organisa-
tion and the Ministry 
of Industry, Trade and 
Supply, to examine the 
possibility of recog-
nising the Korean cer-
tificate of conformity 
for imported vehicles.

Speaking during 
the meeting, Jayousi 
said that the Korean 
side presented the re-

sults of technical work 
comparing the speci-
fications of Korean 
vehicles with those 
of vehicles imported 
from the US and Eu-
rope, in a move that 
could support their 
recognition under Jor-
dan’s existing regula-
tory framework.

He added that the 
discussions also ad-
dressed the main ob-
stacles affecting the 
smooth flow of im-
ports, most notably 
high shipping costs, 
supply chain disrup-
tions, and visa-relat-
ed challenges facing 
traders wishing to 
travel to South Korea, 
all of which have con-
tributed to higher op-
erational costs.

By Dana Alzyadat

AMMAN — As the mili-
tary confrontation be-
tween Iran, the Unit-
ed States and Israel 
continues to escalate 
across the Middle East, 
analysts have raised 
the alarm over the 
war’s damaging reper-
cussions on the region’s 
economies.  

In remarks to The Jor-
dan Times, economists 
cited the closure of the 
Strait of Hormuz and 
the disruption in global 
oil supply as well as the 
destruction to energy 
facilities as the major 
factors that will have 
their “deep” impact of 
the region’s economies.   

Economic expert 
Mufleh Akel warned 
that the strategic im-
portance of the Strait 
of Hormuz cannot be 
overstated. “With 20 per 
cent of the world's gas 
supply and significant 
oil volumes transiting 
this chokepoint, any 
disruption could prove 
catastrophic.”

"The importance of 
the Strait of Hormuz 
lies in Qatari gas, which 
represents 20 per cent 
of the world's supply, 
with 80 per cent of it 
heading to the Far East. 
A closure, or even a se-
lective blockade by Iran 
in response to the esca-
lating confrontation — 
would send gas prices 
soaring by 50 to 60 per 
cent," Akel said.

He outlined a worst-
case scenario involving 
direct strikes on pro-
duction and refining 
infrastructure. "If the 
United States strikes 
Kharg Island and de-
stroys oil assets, Iran 
will undoubtedly re-
taliate by hitting pro-
duction hubs across the 
Gulf. Oil prices could re-
alistically jump to $200 
per barrel. Even vessels 
currently permitted 
to pass are suffering 

under insurance costs 
reaching 5 per cent of 
their total value.”

For Jordan, the crisis 
strikes close to home. 

Some 400,000 Jorda-
nian expatriates living 
and working in the Gulf 
remit nearly $4 billion 
annually to the King-
dom, while bilateral 
trade with Gulf part-
ners and Iraq exceeds 
$7 billion.

Former deputy prime 
minister Jawad Ana-
ni highlighted a spe-
cific structural vul-
nerability: Electricity 
generation. 

“Jordan is not a gas 
producer, yet relies on 
gas as its cheapest and 
most efficient fuel for 
power plants,” he said.

"We have a problem 
generating electricity. 
During peak times, load 
on grid reaches be-
tween 3,888 and 4,000 
megawatts per hour, 
the maximum. Switch-
ing to heavy fuel oil 
or diesel is possible 
but expensive and far 
less efficient," Anani 
warned.

Anani urged the gov-
ernment to brace for 
what he described as a 
"bone-crushing" phase 
of the conflict, in which 
Iran's infrastructure 
becomes a direct target.

"This may require 

implementing cuts in 
public expenditure, or 
even rationing fuel. De-
cisions must be taken 
now to reassure citi-
zens and signal a com-
mitment to austerity.”

Prime Minister Ja-
far Hassan on Mon-
day issued a directive 
mandating tighter con-
trol of public spend-
ing and resource use 
across all government 
institutions, official de-
partments and public 
bodies, citing current 
economic conditions.

Under the directive, 
the use of government 
vehicles has been re-
stricted strictly to offi-
cial duties and banned 
outside working hours, 
with all previous ex-
emptions revoked.

The order also sus-
pends all official travel 
abroad by government 
delegations and com-
mittees for two months, 
effective immediately, 
except in cases of ur-
gent necessity and with 
prior approval from the 
prime minister. Hosting 
of foreign delegations 
has likewise been put 
on hold for the same 
period.

In a further cost-cut-
ting measure, the direc-
tive prohibits the use 
of air conditioning and 
other heating devices 

in ministries, public in-
stitutions and govern-
ment offices.

Economic expert 
Husam Ayesh offered a 
more technical assess-
ment, noting that Jor-
dan maintains multi-
tiered reserves covering 
both energy and essen-
tial food commodities.

"The Kingdom's gas 
reserves are sufficient 
for approximately 30 
days, while crude oil 
stocks can last roughly 
45 days, forming a core 
component of the na-
tional strategic energy 
reserve system. On food 
security, Jordan holds 
wheat reserves for up 
to 12 months and bar-
ley stocks for around 
eight months," Ayesh 
said.

He said that strate-
gic reserves for basic 
foodstuffs could sus-
tain the country for up 
to six months, warning 
that such reserves of-
fer no absolute immu-
nity should the conflict 
prove prolonged.

Akel noted that while 
food and medicine can 
still reach Jordan via 
alternative routes, in-
cluding through the 
Mediterranean, via La-
takia or the Port of Aqa-
ba, the tourism sector, 
a major contributor to 
GDP and a vital source 
of foreign currency, 
faces a significant de-
cline that would fur-
ther stoke inflationary 
pressures.

Chairman of the Am-
man Chamber of Com-
merce Fathi Jaghbir 
said, "National indus-
tries cover between 60 
and 65 per cent of lo-
cal needs. Our facto-
ries have built up ex-
perience in switching 
energy sources, includ-
ing renewables, and in 
diversifying raw mate-
rial suppliers in order 
to maintain production 
and prevent sharp price 
increases.”
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AMMAN (JT) — Amman Stock Exchange (ASE) trading 
value for Tuesday reached JD20.2 million while 3.9 mil-
lion shares were traded through 3,628 transactions.

The ASE shares price index closed at 3641.25 
point, an increase of 0.04 per cent.

The shares of 93 companies were traded, the 
shares prices of 24 companies rose, and the shares 
prices of 40 declined.

At the sector level, the Services index increased 
by 0.42 per cent, the Industrial index increased by 
0.35 per cent and the Financial index decreased by 
0.26 per cent.

The top five gainers were, the The Arab Inter-
national For Education & Investment. by 7.10 per 
cent, Jordan Masaken For Land & Industrial De-
velopment Projects by 4.62 per cent, Latent Ener-
gies For Investments by 4 per cent, Afaq For Energy 
Co. P.l.c by 3.8 per cent and Arab Jordan Invest-
ment Bank by 3.19 per cent.

The top five losers were, Union Tobacco & Ciga-
rette Industries by 10 per cent, Irbid District Elec-
tricity by 7.38 per cent, Al Quds Ready Mix by 6.82 
per cent, Al Dawliyah for Hotels & Malls by 4.44 
per cent and Jordanian Realestate Company For 
Development by 4.41 per cent.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

AMMAN (JT) — Chief 
Commissioner of the 
Civil Aviation Regu-
latory Commission 
(CARC) Daifallah Fara-
jat highlighted a “no-
table recovery” in air 
traffic over Jordanian 
airspace and at Queen 
Alia International Air-
port (QAIA), as inter-
national and Arab car-
riers gradually resume 
scheduled operations.

Farajat said that 
flight numbers have 
shown "sustained 
growth", surpassing 
levels recorded at the 
onset of the war, the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported.

Farajat noted that 
several major airlines 
have resumed serv-
ices to and from QAIA 
following temporary 
suspensions, includ-
ing Air Arabia (Abu 
Dhabi and Sharjah), 
Emirates, Etihad Air-
ways, flynas, Air Cairo, 
Egypt Air, Ethiopian 
Airlines, Romania’s 
TAROM, and Oman Air, 
in addition to the Roy-
al Jordanian (RJ), Jor-
dan Aviation, Fly Jor-
dan, and Arab Wings.

Farajat highlighted 
aircraft movements at 
QAIA, noting that on 
February 27, before 
recent regional devel-
opments, the airport 
handled around 220 
flights daily. 

"Currently, the daily 
average stands at 130 

flights, with 27 March 
recording a peak of 
170 flights, the highest 
since operations were 
disrupted," he added.

He added" that air 
traffic has now re-
bounded to 59 per 
cent of normal levels, 
reflecting a clear and 
sustained upward 
trend”.

Farajat also com-
mended CARC’s air 
traffic teams for their 
professionalism. "Per-
sonnel are working 
around the clock to 
manage aircraft tran-
siting Jordanian air-
space or operating 
through local airports, 
maintaining strict co-
ordination with rel-

evant authorities to 
ensure the highest 
aviation safety and se-
curity standards."

He stressed that the 
Commission continues 
to monitor regional 
developments closely, 
reiterating that Jor-
danian airspace is 
managed in full com-
pliance with interna-

tional standards. 
Farajat added that 

the readiness and ex-
pertise of Jordanian 
aviation personnel 
remain the primary 
guarantee for the 
continued flow of air 
navigation, tourism, 
and trade through 
the Kingdom’s air 
gateway.

Air traffic in Jordan ‘recovering’, 
reaches 59% of pre-war levels — CARC
Commission says major airlines resume services at QAIA
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Planes that belong to Royal Jordanian (RJ) and other airlines are parked at Queen Alia International Airport in Amman
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The Jordan Free Zones Investors Commission on Tuesday discusses vehicle conformity 
procedures and challenges facing the import of used vehicles from South Korea to the Zarqa 
Free Zone

JFZIC, Korean delegation discuss 
vehicle conformity procedures

UN warns of huge cost of Mideast war to Arab countriesJordanian economy resilient, yet caution, 
long-term planning required — economists
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This photo taken on Tuesday shows the King Abdullah 
Financial District (KAFD) complex in the Saudi capital Riyadh
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Jordan petroleum refinery is located in Zarqa, Jordan, and 
owned by the Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company
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San Siro sale to Inter and
AC Milan probed for bid rigging

MILAN, Italy (AFP) — The sale of the San Siro stadi-
um by the city of Milan to Italian football giants In-
ter Milan and AC Milan is being investigated for bid 
rigging, Italian news reports said on Tuesday.Nine 
people are under investigation after Italy’s financial 
police carried out searches at Milan City Hall and the 
company owned by Inter and AC Milan which man-
ages the San Siro, according to media reports. Those 
being investigated include the former CEO of Inter, 
Alessandro Antonello, representatives from both 
clubs and the city of Milan’s general manager, Chris-
tian Malangone, who has been described as Mayor 
Giuseppe Sala’s right-hand man. Accusations of bid 
rigging centre on the manner in which the 197 mil-
lion euros ($227 million) sale of 28 hectares of public 
land on which the San Siro sits was approved in late 
September.Inter and AC Milan are planning to knock 
down the San Siro after having built a new 70,000-ca-
pacity arena on the land immediately to the west of 
the current stadium. City council officials are alleged 
to have favoured private interests to the detriment of 
the public good and by using a law designed to sim-
plify the process of stadium building to favour cer-
tain construction companies.

Tottenham appoint De Zerbi
in battle for Premier League survival

LONDON (AFP) — Tottenham appointed Roberto De 
Zerbi as the club’s third manager of the season on 
Tuesday as they battle to avoid relegation from Eng-
lish football’s top-flight for the first time in nearly 50 
years. Former Brighton and Marseille boss De Zerbi 
has reportedly been handed a lucrative five-year 
deal to convince him to take the job immediately 
rather than waiting to see which division Spurs are 
in next season. Tottenham sit just one point outside 
the relegation zone with seven games of the Premier 
League season remaining. De Zerbi replaces Igor Tu-
dor, whose interim reign lasted just seven games af-
ter Spurs crashed out of the Champions League and 
fell ever closer to the Premier League drop zone. “I am 
delighted to be joining this fantastic football club, 
which is one of the biggest and most prestigious in 
the world,” said De Zerbi in a club statement. “I am 
here because I believe in that ambition and have 
signed a long-term contract to give everything to 
deliver it.Our short-term priority is to climb the Pre-
mier League table, which will be the complete focus 
until the final whistle of the last game of the season.”

AT A GLANCE

By Aline Bannayan
 

AMMAN — Jordan 
faces reigning champs 
North Korea on Thurs-
day at the 2026 AFC 
U-20 Women’s Asian 
Cup kicks off in Bang-
kok, Thailand, a tour-
nament serving as a 
qualifying competition 
for the 2026 FIFA U-20 
Women’s World Cup.

Jordan was drawn to 
play in the tough Group 
B against North Korea 
on April 2, South Korea 
April 5 and Uzbekistan 
April 8. It will be the 
Kingdom’s second time 
at the competition after 
they reached the Asian 
Cup in 2006 exiting 
Round 1.

12 teams have quali-
fied to the April 1-18 
event, playing in 3 
groups, with the top 
two teams from each 
group and two best 
second-placed sides ad-
vancing to the quarter-
finals and the top four 
finishers will move to 
the U20 World Cup.

The Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC) has 
listed Jordan’s

Arwa Batayneh 
among the players to 
watch. 

The AFC website de-
scribed the young play-
er as “having a knack 
for finding the back of 
the net – a quality she 
showcased in the Quali-
fiers against Northern 

Mariana Islands and 
Bahrain. The Amman FC 
forward will be aiming 
to carry that form into 
Thailand 2026 as she 
looks to lead Jordan’s 
attacking charge.”

This week, Jordan 
lost 2-0 to Bangladesh 
in their final friendly 
ahead of the event. They 
earlier lost to Russia 
3-0 and Thailand 1-0 
before leaving home.

Defending champions 
North Korea are two-
time winners, while Ja-
pan have won a record 6 
titles, South Korea twice 
and China once.

The women’s U-20 
qualification made up 
for the senior team’s 
exiting qualifiers for 

the 2026 Women’s AFC 
Asian Cup which Jordan 
reached twice before: in 
2014 as group winner, 
and in 2018, as host. In 
addition, the women’s 
U-17 team exited quali-
fiers for the AFC U-17 
Asian Cup 2026.

The senior men’s 
team’s success has 
raised the bar for all 
teams after Jordan se-
cured a historic quali-
fication to the 2026 
World Cup where they 
will play in Group J 
alongside soccer greats 
Argentina, Algeria and 
Austria.

By finishing runner-
up at the 2023 Asian 
Cup, followed by a his-
toric first-time quali-

fication to the World 
Cup in their 7th time in 
qualifiers since 1986, 
Jordan booked a spot in 
the next edition of the 
2027 Asian Cup a well.

The Kingdom also 
finished runner-up to 
champions Morocco at 
the 2025 FIFA Arab Cup 
in Qatar, despite miss-
ing many key players 
on the injury list or club 
duty.

Jordan’s U-23 squad 
exited the 2026 AFC U23 
Asian Cup quarters af-
ter losing to eventual 
and reigning champs 
Japan. Jordan’s best 
performance came in 
the inaugural 2013 edi-
tion, finishing 3rd. In 
2025 year, Jordan lost 

to Oman in the final of 
the 6th U23 West Asia 
Championship in their 
fifth time at the compe-
tition which they won 
in 2021.

The U-20 squad had 
the 4th WAFF U-20 
Championship post-
poned for now. The 
team still has the U20 
Arab Cup as well as 
qualifiers for the 2027 
U-20 Asian Cup on their 
agenda.

The U-17 men’s squad 
has been inactive since 
they lost their qualify-
ing chance to the 2026 
U-17 AFC Asian Cup 
from which the top 
eight finishers will rep-
resent Asia at the 2026 
FIFA U-17 World Cup.

Jordan starts U-20 Women’s Asian Cup

BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Swathes of northern 
Thailand choked un-
der a blanket of haze 
caused by crop burning 
and forest fires, putting 
the country’s second 
city atop global air 
pollution rankings on 
Tuesday.

Seasonal air pollu-
tion is a feature of life 
for much of Asia, asso-
ciated with agricultural 
burning and weather 
patterns that trap 
pollutants.

The issue has become 
a political and econom-
ic headache for tourist-
dependent Thailand, 
and prompted lawsuits 
and a legislative push 
by clean air activists.

Despite the efforts, 
northern Thailand’s 
Chiang Mai tourist des-
tination topped the glo-
bal rankings for world’s 
most polluted major 
city for part of Tuesday, 
according to the IQAir 
monitor.

The level of PM2.5 
pollutants — cancer-
causing microparti-
cles small enough to 
enter the bloodstream 
through the lungs — hit 
110 microgrammes per 
cubic metre.

The World Health 
Organisation recom-
mends 24-hour average 
exposures should not 
be more than 15 micro-
grams for most days of 

the year.
Even worse hit was 

Pai, a usually verdant 
destination for back-
packers and nature 
lovers in Mae Hong 
Son province, where 
PM2.5 levels topped 
600, according to some 
monitors.

Dao, a cafe worker 
who declined to give 
her family name, has 
lived through years of 
seasonal air pollution 
in Pai but said this year 
was especially bad.

“I’ve never seen this 
much pollution in Pai 
before,” she told AFP.

She shared photos 
showing the usually 
green, hilly vista from 

the cafe obscured by 
grey-brown haze.

“I feel suffocated. 
How are we going to 
live like this?”

Another long-time Pai 
resident, organic farm-
er George Wolstencroft, 
also declared the haze 
“probably the worst I’ve 
ever seen it”.

The Brit, who has 
lived in the region for 
22 years, called the sit-
uation a “humanitarian 
disaster”.

“In any direction, the 
smoke is visible less 
than 50 metres away... 
Even homes that are 
fully sealed are unable 
to stop the smoke infil-
trating the air.”

Chiang Mai’s gov-
ernor and other sen-
ior provincial officials 
were meeting with the 
national government to 
discuss the situation on 
Tuesday.

In a statement, the 
Chiang Mai governor’s 
office said illegal burn-
ing and forest fires in 
national parks were 
causing the hazardous 
haze.

The interior ministry 
issued a statement urg-
ing stepped up moni-
toring and enforcement 
against those carrying 
out illegal burning.

Local media said one 
subdistrict in Chiang 
Mai was preparing a 

disaster declaration 
over the situation, a 
move that would speed 
up deployment of emer-
gency spending and 
compensation for those 
affected.

Thailand’s Geo-Infor-
matics and Space Tech-
nology Development 
Agency, a government 
body, said it had record-
ed a “new high” for 2026 
of 4,750 fire hotspots 
across the country on 
Monday.

It said more than 
5,000 hotspots were de-
tected across the border 
in Myanmar, with thou-
sands more combined 
across Laos, Cambodia, 
Vietnam and Malaysia.

The spike in air pol-
lution comes as clean 
air activists warn a bill 
to enshrine the right to 
breathable air and to 
tax emitters is in danger 
of dying in parliament.

The bill was put on 
hold when parliament 
was dissolved last year, 
and if it is not picked 
back up within a lim-
ited window, the proc-
ess will go “back to the 
drawing board”, the 
Thailand Clean Air Net-
work has said.

More than 10 million 
people required treat-
ment for pollution-re-
lated health problems 
in Thailand in 2023, 
according to the health 
ministry.

Blazes cloak northern
Thailand in hazardous air pollution

SYDNEY (AFP) — An 
Australian dog credited 
with saving over 100 
koalas from bushfires 
is retiring after a decade 
of service.

Bear, an 11-year-old 
Australian Koolie, was 
one of the first dogs in 
the country to be trained 
on the scent of koala fur.

The International 
Fund for Animal Wel-
fare called using dogs to 
detect koalas a “novel” 
approach.

“No one knew if it 
could be done,” IFAW 
head of programmes 
Josey Sharrad wrote in 
a statement about Bear 
on Monday.

As a pup, the four-
legged hero’s boundless 
energy made it tough 
to stay indoors, but he 
found his true potential 
in the bush.

“He literally went 
from chewing the 
walls of a Gold Coast 
apartment to roaming 
through the Aussie bush 
on a mission to save our 
most iconic species,” 
Sharrad said.

Bear’s skills saved 
over 100 koalas as the 
Black Summer bushfires 
raged across Australia’s 
eastern seaboard from 
late 2019 to early 2020, 
razing millions of hec-
tares, destroying thou-
sands of homes and 
blanketing cities in nox-
ious smoke.

The tail-wagging de-
tective with a “joyful 
and goofy” personality 
retires with an exten-
sive list of accolades 
— including an Animal 
of the Year award and 
Puppy Tales Photos Aus-
tralian Dog of the Year 

award.
He also features in a 

“dogumentary” called 
“Bear: Koala Hero”, and 
in a book, “Bear to the 
Rescue”.

Bear will embark on a 
slower-paced chapter on 
the Sunshine Coast with 
one of his former han-
dlers, getting belly rubs 
and playing his favour-
ite game, fetch.

One of his former han-
dlers, Romane Cristes-
cu, said Bear had been 
a “tireless ambassador 
for koalas for a decade”.

“He melted hearts all 
around the world, and 
opened many doors so 
we could have critical 
and difficult conver-
sations about climate 
change and its impacts 
on the threatened koa-
las, as well as so many 
other species.”

‘Hero’ Australian dog who saved 100 koalas retires
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Jordan’s Arwa Batayneh (right) named one of Group B and 12 overall players to watch at the upcoming U-20 Asian Cup

AFP photo

The Wat Arun Buddhist temple is pictured illuminated before its lights are turned off to mark 
the Earth Hour in Bangkok on Saturday

AFP photo

This handout photo taken on February 8, 2020 and released by the International Fund for 
Animal Welfare on March 25 shows Bear, an Australian Koolie
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