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Jordan, Gulf countries renew condemnation
of ‘flagrant’ Iranian aggressions

AMMAN (JT)— Jordan,
the United Arab Emir-
ates, Bahrain, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar and Ku-
wait on Wednesday re-
newed their condem-
nation in the strongest
terms of ‘"flagrant"
Iranian aggressions,
describing them as a
stark violation of state
sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity.

In a joint statement,
the countries reiterat-
ed that these attacks,

whether conducted
directly or through
Iranian-backed armed
factions, constitute
a clear breach of in-
ternational law, the
United Nations Char-
ter and relevant con-

ventions, the Jordan
News Agency, Petra,
reported.

The statement spe-
cifically highlighted
attacks launched from
Iraqi territory by pro-
Iranian factions tar-

geting regional states
and vital installations.

Such actions, the
countries noted, vio-
late UN Security Coun-
cil Resolution 2817
(2026), which explicitly
demands that Tehran
immediately and un-
conditionally cease all
aggressions or threats
against neighbouring
countries, including
the use of proxies.
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Safadi says Jordan not party to regional conflict,
urges Iran to stop attacks, resort to diplomacy

B Top priority is to protect Jordan and its citizens

AMMAN (JT) — Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ayman
Safadi on Wednesday
stressed that Jordan is
not a party to the ongo-
ing regional conflict, de-
spite being affected by
its repercussions.

In remarks to Al Mam-
laka TV, Safadi said that
no attacks against Iran
have been launched from
Jordanian territory, not-
ing that Iran has tar-
geted Jordan and other
countries in the region.

He said that the gov-
ernment’s "top priority”
remains the protection
of the Kingdom and its
citizens.

Safadi also said that
Jordan has formally
communicated to Irani-
an authorities the need
to cease any targeting
of the Kingdom’s terri-
tory. “We are not a party
to this, and the war did
not start from our side,”
he said.

On the presence of
foreign military forces,

Foreign forces in Kingdom are defensive, sovereignty fully respected

Jordan informed Iranians of need to stop targeting its territory

the minister noted that
while Jordan does not
host foreign "bases", al-
lied forces operate in
the country under clear
defence agreements.
“Jordan has never hid-

den the fact that there
are friendly and allied
forces on its soil. These
arrangements have ex-
panded since the region-
al war on terrorism,” Sa-
fadi said.

He emphasised that
the presence of these
forces does not infringe
upon Jordan's sover-
eignty or independent
decision-making, noting
that the agreements are

Iran targeted Jordan, Gulf states two hours after US-Israeli attack, opening new phase in crisis

Around 7,000 people from 60 countries have crossed all Kingdom’s border checkpoints over past 26 days

strictly defensive in na-
ture, with any military
action requiring prior
approval from Jordani-
an authorities.

Safadi also said that
Jordan deals with re-
gional issues in a man-
ner that safeguards its
national interests, se-
curity, stability and the
safety of its citizens.

He added that the Ira-
nian embassy in Amman
continues to operate
with a chargé d'affaires
and diplomatic staff,
while Jordan has refused
to extend the residency
of one Iranian diplomat
and denied accredita-
tion to another, sending
a clear signal regarding
the Kingdom's position
on Iranian policies.

He also highlighted
that relations with em-
bassies are governed by
political considerations,
reaffirming Jordan's on-
going commitment to re-
gional security.

Continued on page 5

UN rights council condemns Iran’s
aggressions on Jordan, GGC countries

AMMAN (JT) — The
United Nations Human
Rights Council (UN-
HRC) on Wednesday
condemned Iranian ag-
gressions against Jor-
dan and the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC)
member states during
an emergency session
held in Geneva.

The 47-member coun-
cil adopted a resolution,
submitted by Jordan
and the GCC, which
also denounces Iranian
moves to close the Strait
of Hormuz and demands
an immediate end to all
"unjustified  attacks",
the Jordan News Agen-
cy, Petra, reported.

Jordan's permanent
representative to the UN
in Geneva, Ambassador
Akram Harahsheh, un-
derscored that the Jor-
dan Armed Forces-Arab
Army (JAF) has inter-
cepted and neutralised

The United Nations Human Rights Council assembly room

more than 240 missiles
and drones launched by
Iran towards the King-
dom since February 28.

Addressing the coun-

cil, Harahsheh said that
the armed forces and
security agencies have
also dealt with over 414
falling projectiles.

AFP file

“These incidents have
resulted in 24 injuries
among "innocent civil-
ians", the ambassador
added.

Harahsheh con-
demned the attacks in
the "strongest possible
terms", describing them
as a "flagrant violation"
of international law and
state sovereignty.

He reaffirmed Jor-
dan’s “absolute” solidar-
ity with Arab and Islam-
ic nations, supporting
all measures taken to
safeguard their security
and stability.

The ambassador
pointed out that these
attacks and their reper-
cussions pose a direct
threat to human rights
in the region, specifi-
cally the rights to life,
health and a decent
standard of living.

He also welcomed the
UN Security Council's
adoption of Resolution
2817, also proposed by
Jordan and the GCC.

Continued on page 5
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Iran launches 5 missiles, drone towards
Jordan, all but one intercepted — JAF

AMMAN (JT) — The
Jordan Armed Forc-
es—Arab Army (JAF)
on Wednesday said
Iran had targeted
the Kingdom with

five missiles and a
drone over the past 24
hours.

The Military Media
Directorate at the Gen-
eral Command said the

Royal Jordanian Air
Force intercepted five
of the incoming projec-
tiles, while one missile
was not neutralised,
according to a JAF
statement.

The ©Public Secu-
rity Directorate (PSD)
said its units had re-
sponded to 15 reports
of falling debris and

projectiles during the
same period, adding
that authorities took
the necessary meas-
ures to handle the rem-
nants, with no injuries
reported and damage
limited to minor mate-
rial losses, the state-
ment said.

Continued on page 5
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A plume of smoke and a fragment of concrete rise from the site of an Israeli air strike on the
eastern outskirts of Tyre, in southern Lebanon, on Tuesday

UN chief says Lebanon must not
become next Gaza amid fighting

UNITED NATIONS,
United States (AFP) —
UN  Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said
on Wednesday that
fighting between Israel
and Hizbollah must not
condemn Lebanon to

the same fate as Gaza,
the Palestinian territory
decimated by years of
conflict.

"The Gaza model must
not be replicated in Leba-
non," Guterres told re-
porters, also saying the

wider war in the Middle
East is "out of control",
as the United States, Is-
rael and Iran have carried
out strikes for more than
three weeks.

Continued on page 5

Jordan has ‘safe’ stockpi

AMMAN (JT) — Min-
ister of Industry, Trade
and Supply Yarub Qudah
said on Wednesday that
Jordan has a safe stock-
pile of food commodities,
with supply chains op-
erating normally, urging
the public to avoid panic
buying and storing.
Qudah said in a state-
ment, carried by the Jor-
dan News Agency, Petra,
that wheat reserves in
silos stand at around
550,000 tonnes, suffi-
cient to cover six months
of consumption, adding
that current figures are
better than those record-
ed during the COVID-19

pandemic.
He added that total
wheat stocks, includ-

ing quantities in stor-
age, shipments at sea
and those at origin, are
enough for 10 months.
Even if all shipments

e of food commodities — minister
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Minister of Industry, Trade and Supply Yarub Qudah says on Wednesday that Jordan has a safe
stockpile of food commodities, with supply chains operating normally, urging the public to

avoid panic buying and storing

were halted and no new
cargo arrived, available
quantities within the
Kingdom would still suf-
fice for six months.
Qudah noted that bar-
ley reserves are suffi-
cient for four-and-a-half

months, while contracted
quantities will cover an
additional four months,
bringing total barley
stocks to about nine
months.

He said sugar supplies
are sufficient for two-

and-a-half months, while
rice stocks of all varieties
will last for four months.
Sunflower and corn oil
supplies are sufficient for
about two months, while
palm and soybean oil
stocks will last for four

months.

The minister added
that field corn, used for
poultry, is sufficient for
around four months,
while lentils and fava
beans will last for six
months each, and pow-
dered milk for four
months. He stressed that
no commodity held by
traders has stocks of less
than two months.

Qudah underlined that
supply chains are func-
tioning normally, as evi-
denced by current stock
levels, which are compa-
rable to those recorded at
the beginning of the war.

He explained that if the
supply had stopped while
consumption continued,
a shortage would have
emerged, but the continu-
ity of imports has main-
tained stable figures.

Continued on page 5
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Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Maj. Gen. Yousef Huneiti on Wednesday visits the King

Faisal 11/16 Battalion, a unit of the King Hussein Bin Ali Brigade

Army chief visits
King Faisal I1/16 Battalion

AMMAN (JT) — Chair-
man of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff Maj.
Gen. Yousef Huneiti on
Wednesday visited the
King Faisal II/16 Bat-
talion, a unit of the
King Hussein Bin Ali
Brigade.

During the visit, he
listened to a brief-
ing on the progress of
operational, training,
and logistical matters,
the tasks assigned to
the unit, and its over-
all combat readiness,
in line with the objec-
tives and directives of
the General Command,
according to a Jordan
Armed Forces-Arab
Army (JAF) statement.

Huneiti reaffirmed
that maintaining com-
bat readiness is a top
priority amid swiftly
changing challenges,
emphasising the need
to sustain specialised
training programmes
to stay aligned with
field developments
and enhance the unit's
capability to respond
to a range of threats
effectively.

He also highlighted
the need to wuphold
military discipline and
professionalism, while
promoting a spirit of
teamwork, noting that
these qualities are vi-
tal for the effective
fulfilment of opera-

tional duties and for
boosting the JAF per-
sonnel's capacity to
perform their missions
under all conditions.

At the end of the
visit, Huneiti met with
the battalion’s person-
nel in the presence of
several high-ranking
JAF officers, convey-
ing the greetings and
pride of His Majesty
King Abdullah, the Su-
preme Commander of
JAF.

He also commended
the high level of readi-
ness and professional-
ism demonstrated by
the unit in carrying out
the duties and tasks
assigned to them.

JMD forecasts heavy
rain, flash floods nationwide

PSD urges public to exercise caution

AMMAN (JT) — The un-
stable weather system
is expected to deepen on
Thursday as a cold and
humid air mass moves
in, bringing a further
drop in temperatures
and widespread rainfall
across most regions, the
Jordan Meteorological
Department (JMD) fore-
cast on Wednesday.

Periods of heavy rain
are likely, accompanied
by thunder and hail,
increasing the risk of
rising water levels in
valleys and low-lying
areas, including Agaba
and the Dead Sea, the
Jordan News Agency,
Petra, reported.

There is also a chance
of brief light snowfall
over the highest south-
ern mountain peaks
early Thursday, while
strong westerly winds
with gusts reaching up
to 60 kilometres per
hours are expected to
add to hazardous con-
ditions, added the JMD.

Conditions are ex-
pected to ease gradually
on Friday, with a slight
rise in temperatures
and lingering showers
in western regions be-
fore rainfall weakens
later in the day.

A further modest in-
crease in temperatures
is expected on Satur-
day, with relatively cold
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The Jordan Meteorological Department forecasts periods of heavy rain, accompanied by thunder and hail on Thursday,
increasing the risk of rising water levels in valleys and low-lying areas

conditions  persisting
across most regions
and milder weather in
low-lying areas.

Also on Wednesday,
the Public Security Di-
rectorate (PSD) warned
of the expected weath-
er conditions over the
coming days, urging the
public to exercise maxi-
mum caution and fol-
low safety guidelines.

The PSD stressed the
importance of stay-
ing away from flood
channels, valleys and
low-lying areas, and
avoiding any attempt
to cross waterlogged
roads regardless of wa-
ter depth, according to
Petra.

It also urged people
to move immediately to
higher and safer ground

if floodwaters rise.

The PSD further
warned against ap-
proaching water bodies
or dams during flash
floods, while calling
on drivers to be extra
careful due to reduced
visibility caused by
fog over highlands and
dust in Badia areas.

The directorate also
urged residents to se-

cure loose objects that
could be blown away
by strong winds and
to use heating devices
safely while ensuring
proper ventilation in-
side homes.

The PSD stressed its
readiness to respond to
emergencies and called
on citizens to contact
the emergency number
911 when needed.

Meeting discusses ways to
enhance government data governance

AMMAN (JT) — Minis-
ter of Digital Economy
and Entrepreneur-
ship Sami Smeirat on
Wednesday inaugurat-
ed an expanded govern-
ment meeting to discuss
ways to enhance gov-
ernment data govern-
ance, as part of national
efforts to better utilise
data in decision-mak-
ing and accelerate the
adoption of advanced
technologies.

Discussions during
the meeting, attended
by secretaries-general
and directors general
from several ministries
and public institutions,
reviewed developments
in the government’s data
collection programme,
the Jordan News Agen-
cy, Petra, reported.

Participants also
went over implement-
ing a unified national
geospatial database,
aimed at building an in-
tegrated data system to
support planning and
enhance the quality of
public services.

They reviewed the
progress of the gov-
ernment data collec-

tion project, covering
the assessment of data
maturity, the activa-
tion of data manage-
ment units, and efforts
to improve data quality
and integration across
institutions, along with
cataloguing and clas-
sifying data and estab-
lishing institutional
data repositories to

support public policy
development.

Smeirat stressed that
the government seeks
to organise and update
data across public insti-
tutions to ensure its ef-
fective use, particularly
in the field of artificial
intelligence, noting
that 23 ministries have
already started using

Petra photo
Minister of Digital Economy and Entrepreneurship Sami Smeirat on Wednesday inaugurates
an expanded government meeting to discuss ways to enhance government data governance

data in their operations,
boosting the ability of
decision makers to base
their policies on accu-
rate information.
Discussions also
went over the national
geospatial database
project, which aims to
link government data
to geographic loca-
tions within a unified

platform, helping to
improve planning and
decision-making  effi-
ciency, as well as sup-
porting investment and
economic development.

The project is planned
to be implemented be-
tween 2026 and 2028,
beginning with the es-
tablishment of regula-
tory frameworks and
technical standards,
followed by the devel-
opment of infrastruc-
ture and government
capacities.

It will culminate in
full operation and in-
tegration, with a focus
on continuous improve-
ment to ensure the sys-
tem remains effective
and sustainable.

The meeting conclud-
ed with officials empha-
sising the importance
of coordinated efforts
among government
bodies and working
within a unified frame-
work to ensure the suc-
cessful implementation
of the project, while
supporting the coun-
try’s transition towards
a data-driven digital
government.

Jordan relief campaign distributes tents
in Gaza ahead of expected weather

AMMAN (JT) — The
Jordanrelief campaign
on Wednesday began
distributing  shelter
tents in the Muwassi
area of Khan Younis in
southern Gaza, aiming
to support displaced
families and enhance
their resilience ahead
of the expected severe
weather.

The campaign said
that the distribution
targeted the most vul-
nerable families, par-
ticularly those who
had lost their homes
or were residing in
temporary shelters
lacking basic protec-
tion, Al Mamlaka TV
reported.

The initiative forms
part of a comprehen-
sive emergency plan
aimed at reducing the
effects of the incoming
weather front.

Stakeholders of the
campaign said that
the distribution was
carried out proactively
to secure safe shelter
for families ahead of
the expected severe
weather, while avert-
ing further deteriora-
tion of humanitarian
conditions in displace-

-
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The Jordan relief campaign on Wednesday begins distributing
shelter tents in the Muwassi area of Khan Younis in southern
Gaza ahead of the expected severe weather

ment areas.

The Jordan relief
campaign continuesits
work in Gaza through
a range of emergency
programmes, includ-
ing the distribution
of essential supplies
and shelter materials,
coordinated with local
authorities to ensure
aid reaches those most
in need without delay.

Jordan runs two
military field hospi-
tals in Gaza, one in the
Strip’s north and was
established in 2009
following the war in
2008, and the second
is in Khan Younis in
the south, which was
established in Novem-

ber 2023 at the peak of
the Israeli war of ag-
gression on the coast-
al enclave that erupted
on October 7, 2023.
Besides the field
hospitals in Gaza, the
Jordan Armed Forces-
Arab Army established
the Jordanian field
hospital in Nablus in
late November 2023.
Other humanitarian

programmes include
the land bridge for aid
delivery, the mobile

bakery, the Restoring
Hope Initiative, which
provides prosthetics
for amputees, and the
evacuation of criti-
cal cases to Jordanian
hospitals.

FOOD SECURITY

Kingdom’s agricultural self-sufficiency rate reaches 61% — minister

AMMAN (JT) — Min-
ister of Agriculture
Saeb Khreisat said on
Tuesday that there is
currently no justifica-
tion for imposing price
ceilings on vegetables,
noting that Jordan is
largely self-sufficient
in vegetable produc-
tion and does not rely
on imports, while only
some types of fruit are
imported.

Khreisat told Al
Mamlaka TV that the
ministry is monitoring
any price irregulari-
ties in coordination
with the Ministry of
Industry, Trade and
Supply.

He said that the dai-
ly demand for toma-
toes reaches between
450 and 500 tonnes.

The minister noted
that during Ramadan,
tomato  prices in-
creased, as only 180 to
200 tonnes were enter-
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Minister of Agriculture Saeb Khreisat on Tuesday says that
there is currently no justification for imposing price ceilings

on vegetables

ing the market due to
factors related to ag-
ricultural production
during that period,
adding that current
supply fully meets lo-
cal demand.

He added that the
ministry will tempo-
rarily halt exports if
prices rise, depending
on domestic needs,
noting that prices are

ultimately determined
by supply and demand.
The minister expect-
ed vegetable prices to
go down in April due
to the forecast produc-
tion quantities.
Khreisat said that
the Kingdom's agricul-
tural self-sufficiency
rate has reached 61
per cent, stressing that
the sector remains se-

cure and capable of
meeting local demand.

The minister also ex-
pected vegetable pric-
es to decline in April
as supply increases in
local markets.

He noted that Jordan
has sufficient reserves
of poultry and table
eggs to cover more
than 100 days, adding
that the current rainy
season promises a
good agricultural year
that will be reflected
in various crops.

On Wednesday, the
Ministry of Agricul-
ture told Al Mamlaka
TV that it decided to
suspend exporting to-
matoes as of Friday
in a bid to provide the
product in “fair” pric-
es in the local mar-
ket and limit recent
price hikes, in a way
that achieves balance
between supply and
demand.

Royal Medical Services receives 2025 Operational Capacity Project

AMMAN (JT) — The
Royal Medical Serv-
ices (RMS) on Wednes-
day received the 2025
Operational Capacity
Project, implemented
by the United Nations
Office for Project Serv-
ices (UNOPS) with
funding from the Jap-
anese government.

RMS Director Gen-
eral Brig. Gen. Sahil
Hammouri said that
the Japanese grant
reflects the “depth” of
international partner-
ship and cooperation
in supporting Jordan's
healthcare sector, not-
ing that it will “sig-
nificantly” enhance
the performance of
RMS hospitals and im-
prove the quality and
efficiency of medical
services provided, the
Jordan News Agency,
Petra, reported.

He reiterated the
RMS'’s continued com-
mitment to its national
and humanitarian mis-
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The Royal Medical Services on Wednesday receives the 2025 Operational Capacity Project,
implemented by the United Nations Office for Project Services with funding from the Japanese

government

sion of delivering com-
prehensive and distin-
guished healthcare.
For his part, Japa-
nese Ambassador Asa-
ri Hideki said that the
project contributes to
boosting the capabili-
ties of the RMS in ad-
dressing  challenges
facing Jordan's health-
care sector, and in im-

proving the quality of
medical and treatment
services provided to
patients.

He expressed his ap-
preciation for the on-
going cooperation.

Suela Krifsa, repre-
sentative of UNOPS
in Amman, said: “To-
day marks the offi-
cial handover of new

and vital equipment
to the healthcare sys-
tem, which is essential
for enhancing access
to medical servic-
es for beneficiaries.
This comes as part
of a long-standing
partnership with the
Japanese government
to support the Royal
Medical Services.”



THE JORDAN TIMES | Thursday, March 26, 2026

JORDAN 3

An aerial view of the liquefied natural gas terminal in Aqaba

Agaba Port receives 182 vessels in
March despite regional tensions — JLA

AMMAN (JT) — A total
of 182 vessels carry-
ing various goods and
cargo arrived at Aga-
ba Port since March
1 through last Satur-
day, reflecting steady
maritime activity de-
spite ongoing regional
tensions.

Figures released
by the Jordan Logis-
tics Association (JLA)
showed that arrivals
included 30 vessels at

the Container Port, 19
at the Industrial Port,
6 at the Phosphate Port
and 8 at the Oil Port, ac-
cording to the Jordan
News Agency, Petra.

An additional 5 ves-
sels docked at the LPG
Port, 24 at the New
Aqgaba Port and 2 at
the Sheikh Subah LNG
Terminal, while the
Passenger Terminal re-
ceived 78 vessels and
the Cruise Port han-
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dled 10.

JLA President Nabil
Khatib said port op-
erations have remained
unaffected by regional
developments, noting
that vessels scheduled
for March have arrived
on time.

He added that 62
more vessels are ex-
pected before the end
of the month, stressing
that shipping traffic to
Aqgaba remains normal.

Police nab 23 suspects, seize
drugs, weapons in multiple operations

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN — The Anti-
Narcotic Department
(AND) on Wednesday
announced that police
have arrested 23 want-
ed suspects in connec-
tion with 13 illicit drug
cases in various parts
of the Kingdom in the
past few days, accord-
ing to police.

Law-enforcement
officers also seized
large amounts of illicit
drugs and weapons
from some of the sus-
pects, according to Po-
lice Spokesperson Lt.
Col. Amer Sartawi.

One of the major cas-
es, according to Sar-
tawi involved arrest-
ing two suspects who
possessed 100,000 in
Azraq.

“The  law-enforce-
ment agency received a
tip that two men pos-
sessed illicit pills and
when they were ar-
rested, they confessed
to hiding them in a
secluded area in the
desert,” Sartawi told
The Jordan Times.

In another case, AND
monitored a suspect
who had alleged ties

Police arrest 23 wanted suspects in connection with 13 illicit

drug cases in various parts of the Kingdom

with a regional gang
in Mafraq and was re-
portedly “using a farm
to store illicit drugs”.
“Officers found
three kilogrammes of
Crystal meth, 3,000 il-
licit pills and 18 kilo-
grammes of Hashish,”
according to Sartawi.

Meanwhile, AND
agents arrested three
suspects in Mafraq

Governorate who were
allegedly in possession
of 78,000 illicit pills.
In other areas of
the XKingdom, police
arrested several sus-
pects in drug bust
operations in Am-
man, Balga and Aqaba

governorates.

The law-enforcement
officers seized various
quantities of Hashish,
Captagon pills and
marijuana, according
to Sartawi.

In two cases, the
police official main-
tained, police found
weapons in the pos-
session of some of the
suspects.

All suspects were
referred to the State
Security Court pros-
ecution office for fur-
ther questioning and
indictment, accord-
ing to a statement by
the ©Public Security
Directorate.

Gov't outlines measures to safeguard economy,
maintain price stability, protect citizens

AMMAN (JT) —
The government on
Wednesday held a
meeting at the Prime
Ministry to discuss
measures addressing
the repercussions of
regional developments,
particularly their eco-
nomic impact.

The session brought
together ministers, me-
dia leaders, journalists,
and economic analysts,
with officials present-
ing the government's
efforts to strengthen
strategic reserves of
energy and essential
commodities, ensure
price stability, and im-
plement plans to man-
age different scenarios
of the regional crisis,
the Jordan News Agen-
cy, Petra, reported.

Government  Com-
munications Minis-
ter and spokesperson
Mohammad Momani
said the government
is monitoring the re-
gional crisis on a daily
basis. “Jordan, like all
countries in the region,
is affected, but the
government has taken
serious measures to
mitigate economic im-
pacts,” he said.

Momani also
stressed the impor-
tance of verifying in-
formation, ignoring
rumours, and relying
on official sources.
He also highlighted
the role of the Jordan
Armed Forces-Arab
Army (JAF) and secu-
rity agencies in pro-
fessionally managing
regional challenges
to safeguard national
security and citizens’
safety.

Industry, Trade and
Supply Minister Yarub
Qudah said the indus-
trial and commercial

e
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The government on Wednesday holds a meeting at the Prime Ministry to discuss measures addressing the repercussions of

regional developments

sectors have continued
to operate at a normal
pace since the onset of
the regional crisis.

He noted that the in-
dustrial sector current-
ly contributes around
23 per cent to GDP,
the highest in a dec-
ade, and that national
exports increased by
9.9 per cent in 2025,
reaching JD9.6 billion,
up from JD5 billion in
2020.

Qudah also high-
lighted the diversity of
export markets, with
shipments to Arab
countries up 10 per
cent, non-Arab Asian
countries up 15 per
cent and the EU up 39
per cent.

He said that this di-
versity helps sustain
exports and reduces

vulnerability to re-
gional tensions. He
also reaffirmed that
strategic reserves of
essential commodities
remain safe, including
wheat for ten months
and barley for nine
and that supply chains
from Aqaba Port to
other governorates are
operating normally.
Energy and Min-
eral Resources Minis-
ter Saleh Kharabsheh
said the electricity
and petroleum sectors
continue to operate ef-
ficiently. “Diversifying
energy sources and im-
proving infrastructure
has strengthened sec-
tor resilience,” he said.
He also confirmed
that natural gas and
petroleum reserves
are secure and suffi-

cient for 30-60 days at
normal consumption
levels. He noted that
shipping costs remain
a challenge if the crisis
prolongs, but major en-
ergy projects, includ-
ing the Risha Gas Line
linked to the Arab Gas
Pipeline, are ongoing
and expected to be op-
erational by 2029.
State Minister for
Economic Affairs Mu-

hannad Shehadeh
highlighted Jordan’s
economic resilience

amid regional instabil-
ity. He cited the Central
Bank’s record foreign
currency reserves of
$28.5 billion, control-
led inflation at 1.8 per
cent, a 3 per cent rise
in the financial market
during the crisis, and
a 9.9 per cent increase

in national exports as
indicators of the econ-
omy'’s strength.

He also noted that
international credit
ratings, including
Standard & Poor's re-
cent sovereign rating
of Jordan with a sta-
ble outlook, reflect the
economy’s ability to
withstand challenges.

Shehadeh empha-
sised that the govern-
ment will maintain
price control, ensure
sufficient energy and
commodity reserves,
monitor logistics and
take necessary meas-
ures without disrupt-
ing public finances.
He warned that strict
penalties would be ap-
plied against anyone
attempting monopolis-
tic practices.

Industry operating at full ca

AMMAN (JT) — Presi-
dent of the Jordan and
Amman Chambers of
Industry Fathi Jaghbir
said the Kingdom's in-
dustrial sector is close-
ly monitoring regional
developments and
their potential impact,
noting ongoing coordi-
nation with the govern-
ment and the economic
team to address any
challenges  affecting
production.

Jaghbir commended
the government's re-
sponse to key industry
demands, including ef-
forts to stabilise ship-
ping costs and end the
exclusivity of contain-
er entry through Aqaba
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President of the Jordan and Amman Chambers of Industry
Fathi Jaghbir says that Jordanian factories are operating at
full capacity to meet domestic demand

Port, according to the
Jordan News Agency,
Petra.

Speaking at a meet-
ing held on Wednesday

at the Chamber of In-
dustry headquarters,
attended by board
members of both cham-
bers, he said Jordanian

pacity, suppl

factories are operating
at full capacity to meet
domestic demand.

He stressed that the
sector has the flexibili-
ty and experience need-
ed to adapt to evolving
conditions, adding that
lessons from previous
crises have enabled
factories to build suffi-
cient strategic reserves
of raw and intermedi-
ate materials to sus-
tain operations for sev-
eral months without
disruption.

Highlighting the sec-
tor's economic weight,
Jaghbir noted that in-
dustry accounts for
more than 24.3 per cent
of the national econ-

y chains stable — Jaghbir

omy, with production
capacity exceeding
JD17 billion and cov-
ering over 1,500 indus-
trial products across
multiple sectors.

He also underlined
the domestic market's
readiness to withstand
potential shocks, re-
calling that during
past crises — from the
COVID-19 pandemic in
2020 to logistical dis-
ruptions linked to the
closure of the Bab El
Mandab Strait — na-
tional industry was
able to meet more than
60 per cent of local
demand for essential
goods without major
disruptions.

Lower House committee discusses tourism sector challenges amid regional turmoil

MPs urge urgent intervention, citing near-zero occupancy in Petra, mounting financial pressures

By Ahmad Khatatneh

AMMAN — The Lower
House Tourism and An-
tiquities Committee on
Wednesday discussed
the challenges facing
the tourism sector amid
ongoing regional con-
ditions, reviewing their
impact on visitor num-
bers and revenues and
exploring measures to
mitigate repercussions
on the Kingdom's tour-
ism industry.

During the meeting,
lawmakers said the
sector is experiencing a
"sharp downturn", with
foreign and Arab tour-
ism nearly absent amid
regional instability, ris-
ing air travel costs and
disruptions to flight
routes. They noted that
higher insurance costs
for airlines and broad-
er mobility constraints
have further com-
pounded the decline in
tourist inflows.

Committee members
also stressed the need
to ensure the sustaina-
bility of tourism estab-
lishments and protect
jobs, calling for meas-
ures similar to those
adopted during the
COVID-19 pandemic,

including easing finan-
cial burdens on busi-
nesses through flexible
payment mechanisms,
reductions in social
security  obligations,
and support schemes
for workers affected by
temporary closures or
reduced activity.
Discussions also fo-
cused on operational
costs, particularly
electricity bills, with
MPs urging the intro-
duction of structured
and flexible instalment
plans, noting that tour-
ism businesses cannot
be expected to meet
accumulated finan-
cial obligations un-
der current conditions
without  government
intervention.
Lawmakers high-
lighted the "uneven but
widespread" impact
across the Xingdom,
noting that Petra has
been among the hard-
est hit, with hotel oc-
cupancy rates during
the Eid Al Fitr holiday
dropping to nearly
zero. "In Amman, oc-
cupancy levels also fell
significantly compared
with previous vyears,
when hotels typically
operated at near full

JT file

The Lower House Tourism and Antiquities Committee on
Wednesday says that Petra hotel occupancy rates during the
Eid Al Fitr holiday dropped to nearly zero

capacity during peak
periods.

Similar trends were
reported in  other
tourist  destinations,
including Madaba,
Jerash, the Dead Sea
and Agaba."

Members also point-
ed out that despite
earlier government
pledges to introduce
intervention measures,
no clear framework has
yet been implemented,
underscoring the need
for "swift and coordi-
nated action".

Among the proposals
discussed were tem-
porary exemptions or

deferrals of licensing
fees imposed by min-
istries, municipalities
and special economic
authorities, as well as
expanded support for
workers in tourism-re-
lated transport, includ-
ing taxi drivers, whose
livelihoods are directly
tied to visitor activity.
Participants also
called for more target-
ed intervention by the
Jordan Tourism Board,
emphasising that sup-
port should extend be-
yond promotional cam-
paigns to include direct
assistance to tourism
businesses facing fi-

nancial strain.

MPs also under-
scored the importance
of consulting industry
stakeholders, includ-
ing hotel owners, trav-
el agencies and tour
guides, to better assess
the scale of losses and
develop practical, evi-
dence-based solutions.

Suggestions were
also raised to diver-
sify tourism markets
by targeting non-tradi-
tional sources, includ-
ing North African coun-
tries, and facilitating
land travel for visitors
from Gulf states, while
maintaining the role
of the national carrier
in sustaining connec-
tivity despite regional

challenges.
On taxation, lawmak-
ers raised concerns

over existing loss car-
ryforward provisions,
noting that the sector
has yet to recover from
successive crises.

Members also
stressed the urgency
of intensified consulta-
tions in the coming pe-
riod, warning that pro-
longed inaction could
deepen losses in one of
the Kingdom's key eco-
nomic sectors.

Lower House endorses Audit Bureau report

Ahmad Khatatneh

AMMAN — The Lower
House on Wednesday
approved the Parliamen-
tary Financial Commit-
tee's recommendations
on the 2024 Audit Bureau
report.

During the session,
chaired by Speaker Ma-
zen Qadi and attended
by Prime Minister Jafar
Hassan and the minis-
terial team, lawmakers
approved measures to
investigate 13 suspected
corruption cases, refer-
ring them to the Integ-
rity and Anti-Corruption
Commission.

Additionally, 45 cases
involving improper bo-
nuses, incentives, and
overtime payments were
referred for fund recov-
ery, with 41 outstanding

obligations and contracts
slated for immediate
collection.

MPs voiced concerns
over "repeated” financial
mismanagement across
government institutions,
citing procurement vio-
lations, irregular allow-
ances and weak internal
control mechanisms.

They also highlighted
persistent municipal
oversight failures, low
compliance rates and
repeated project delays,

The Lower House on Wednesday approves
investigate 13 suspected corruption cases, referring them to
the Integrity and Anti-Corruption Commission

noting that some state-
affiliated entities failed
to submit audited finan-
cial statements.

The lawmakers also
called for empowering
internal audit units with
functional independence
and linking them direct-
ly to the Audit Bureau
rather than ministries or
municipalities, to ensure
effective monitoring.

They  recommended
corrective action plans
for institutions flagged
by the Bureau, complete
with clear timelines and
follow-up in subsequent
reports, warning that
persistent violations
should trigger admin-
istrative and financial
accountability.

MPs also said that Au-
dit Bureau findings re-

Z .
Lower House photo

measures to

flect patterns of recurring
mismanagement rather
than isolated errors, call-
ing for preventive rather
than reactive reporting.
Proposed reforms in-
clude automating budget
approvals, linking capital
allocations to completed
technical studies, en-
hancing internal audits
and deploying digital
monitoring systems.
Legislators also sug-
gested modernising
government operations
through Al-driven gov-
ernance to anticipate
risks, track performance,
and protect public funds.
Lawmakers also
stressed that combining
economic stability, ro-
bust governance and ac-
countability is crucial for
protecting citizens.
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Iran fires missile salvo after Trump signals progress in talks

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran
launched a new missile
salvo across the Middle
East on Wednesday, af-
ter US President Donald
Trump's signals that he
was eager to talk with
Tehran steadied global
markets.

Oil prices dropped
sharply and stocks in
Asia rose on broader de-
escalation hopes follow-
ing nearly four weeks of
war, as Trump appeared
to be ramping up efforts
to bring an end to his
joint military operation
with Israel.

Trump, whose daily
statements have swung
wildly from threaten-
ing to conciliatory, said
Washington was "in ne-
gotiations right now"
with Tehran.

"They did something
yesterday that was amaz-
ing actually. They gave us
a present and the present
arrived today. And it was
a very big present worth
a tremendous amount of
money," he told reporters
in the Oval Office.

"That meant one thing
to me, we're dealing with
the right people.”

The US leader did not
explain further but said
it related to the Strait of
Hormuz, which Iran has
largely blockaded in re-
taliation for US and Is-
raeli strikes, spiking glo-
bal energy prices.

Iranian officials have

AFP photo

The Islamic republic has kept up its attacks on Israel and Gulf nations it accuses as serving as launch pads for US strikes

yet to confirm any formal
talks.

However, The New
York Times, quoting sev-
eral unnamed officials,
reported that Washing-
ton has sent a 15-point
plan to Iran via Pakistan,
which has offered to me-
diate, in a bid to end the
war.

It was not clear if Is-
rael, which has been car-
rying out strikes on Iran
and ally Hizbollah in
Lebanon, was aware or
on board with the plan.

Trump's cryptic state-

ments on his eagerness
to talk with Iran includ-
ed repeating a claim that
Tehran has "agreed they
will never have a nuclear
weapon".

Iran had agreed in
2015 to broad restraints
on its contested nuclear
program in a deal that
Trump ripped up dur-
ing his first term as he
joined Israel in applying
pressure to the cleric-run
state.

Despite the US leader's
stated hopes for a deal,
The Wall Street Journal

reported that Washing-
ton is planning to send a
further 3,000 soldiers to
the Middle East.

Fresh Gulf attacks

While Trump hinted at
backchannel diplomacy,
Iran's Revolutionary
Guard said they had fired
a fresh wave of missiles
on Wednesday at Israel,
as well as bases hosting
US forces in Kuwait, Jor-
dan and Bahrain.

The Islamic republic
has kept up its retaliato-

ry attacks on Israel and
Gulf nations it accuses
of serving as launchpads
for US strikes.

Drones hit a fuel tank
and sparked a fire at
Kuwait International
Airport, the Gulf state's
civil aviation authority
said, causing "limited"
damage.

In Bahrain, the interior
ministry said air raid
sirens were activated,
while Jordan's public
security directorate re-
ported shrapnel fell near
the capital Amman, re-

sulting in no casualties
or damage.

Saudi Arabia said it
had intercepted at least
four drones in the king-
dom's east.

Israel meanwhile said
it was launching new
strikes on ‘“infrastruc-
ture of the Iranian terror
regime" after announc-
ing new Iranian missile
launches at the country.

Iran on Tuesday ac-
cused Israel of carrying
out a second strike on
Bushehr nuclear plant, a
civilian site.

"The sounds, the ex-
plosions, the missiles ,
they are part of our daily
life now," a 35-year-old
woman in Tehran told
AFP by telephone.

In Lebanon, state me-
dia said Israeli strikes
killed six people in a
town and a Palestin-
ian refugee camp in the
southern Sidon area.
There was no immediate
comment from the Israe-
li military.

Israel has stepped up
its campaign against the
Iran-backed Hizbollah
militant group in Leba-
non, saying its military
would take control of
south Lebanon up to
the Litani river, around
30 kilometres from the
border.

Trump's envoys were
negotiating a nuclear
deal with Iran just two
days before the Unit-

ed States and Israel
launched the massive
attack on February 28,
killing Iran's supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei on the first
day.

Lebanon was then
pulled into the war when
Hizbollah began fir
ing rockets into Israel
on March 2 to avenge
Khamenei's killing.

The conflict has also
pulled Iraq, which neigh-
bours Iran, deeper into
the war.

Baghdad said it would
summon the US charge
d'affaires and the Ira-
nian ambassador after
deadly strikes blamed on
their countries, as Iraqi
authorities granted tar-
geted former paramili-
tary groups the "right to
respond".

'Non-hostile vessels'

As the trading of strikes
carried on, focus re-
mained on the Strait
of Hormuz, the key oil
route responsible for
carrying a fifth of the
world's crude oil.
Tehran, in a message
circulated by the In-
ternational =~ Maritime
Organisation (IMO),
assured safe passage
through the strait to
"non-hostile vessels".
Iran had already said
it was mnot targeting
friendly nations.

The IMO said a com-
munique issued Dby
Iran's foreign ministry
said any vessels be-
longing to "the aggres-
sor parties , namely the
United States and the Is-
raeli regime" would not
be allowed passage.

Trump had earlier
threatened to "obliter-
ate" Iran's power plants,
which  some argue
would be a war crime, if
it did not open the strait
by late Monday Wash-
ington time.

Before US markets
opened Monday, Trump
abruptly extended
that deadline by five
days, citing diplomatic
progress.

But signs of a possible
conclusion to the war
saw benchmark price of
crude oil dropped more
than 6 per cent.

Prices at the pump
have soared in the US
after Trump launched
the war with Israel,
causing him a political
headache.

As the US Ileader
mounted his threats if
Iran did not agree to his
demands, French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron
demanded Tehran take
any talks seriously.

"I called on Iran to en-
gage in good faith in ne-
gotiations," he wrote on
X, after a call with his
Iranian counterpart Ma-
soud Pezeshkian.

AFP photo
This image grab taken from Iranian state television broadcast on February 28, shows what
it says is the site of deadly US and Israeli strikes that hit a girls' elementary school in Minab,
in the southern Iranian province of Hormozgan near the strategic sea route of the Strait of
Hormuz

UN rights council set to hold urgent
debate Friday on Iran school strike

GENEVA (AFP) — The
UN Human Rights
Council is ready to
hold a second ur-
gent debate this week
linked to the Middle
East war, focused on a
deadly strike on an Ira-
nian school.

Council President
Sidharto Reza Suryo-
dipuro told the United
Nations’ top rights
body that a request for
an urgent debate on
the “protection of chil-
dren and educational
institutions in interna-
tional armed conflicts”
could take place on
Friday.

The debate, request-
ed by Iran, China and

Cuba, explicitly refers
to the air strike on a
school in the southern
city of Minab on the
first day of the war on
February 28 that killed
at least 165 people,
most of them children.
A US Tomahawk
cruise missile hit the
school due to a target-
ing mistake, accord-
ing to the preliminary
findings of a US mili-
tary investigation re-
ported by The New
York Times newspaper.
Suryodipuro made
his announcement at
the start of another
rare urgent debate at
the council focused on
the Middle East war.
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Iran has accused Is-
rael and the United
States of conducting a
strike on an elementary
school in the southern
city of Minab, which it
said killed more than
150 people.

US President Don-
ald Trump has blamed
Iran, while the Penta-
gon has said it is inves-
tigating the incident.

The New York Times
has authenticated vid-
eo uploaded by Iran’s
semi-official Mehr
News showing a US
Tomahawk cruise mis-
sile striking a struc-
ture described as a
clinic inside a Revolu-
tionary Guards’' base
next to the school.

According to The
Times, in this war,
the only military us-
ing Tomahawks is the
United States.

The footage showed
dust and smoke ris-
ing from the direction
of the school, indicat-
ing at least one earlier
explosion.

HAVANA (AFP) — The first

Kong-flagged tanker that

bean Community group-

Aid boat arrives in Cuba as S oil blockade bites

boat of a flotilla carrying
medical supplies, food
and solar panels reached
Cuba on Tuesday to aid
the island as a US fuel
blockade deepens its en-
ergy crisis.

The Maguro shrimp
fishing boat docked in
Havana three days later
than hoped after bat-
tling strong winds, cur
rents and a pesky battery
during its journey from
Mexico.

As they approached
Havana's colonial-era
fortification, the interna-
tional activists stood on
the cabin roof of the boat,
symbolically  renamed
"Granma 2.0" as a tribute
to the yacht used by Fidel
Castro's guerrilla fighters
to launch their revolution
in 1956.

They held a sign read-
ing "Let Cuba live" while
others waiting for them
on the dock chanted
"Cuba yes! Blockade no!"

"T wish everyone would
unite, even Cubans
abroad and come and do
the same because it is the
people who are suffering,”
said Amado Rodriguez, a
59-year-old driver walk-
ing near Havana Bay.

The first shipments ar-
rived by plane from Eu-
rope, Latin America and
the United States last
week as part of an air and

sea mission, dubbed Our
America Convoy, to bring
some 50 tonnes of aid to
Cuba.

Two more ships
will follow.

Activists say the mission,
which had the support
of the government, aims
to bring relief to Cubans
amid a de facto US oil
blockade that President
Donald Trump launched
in January.

Critics have slammed
the effort as benefitting
the communist govern-
ment more than ordinary
people.

Convoy organiser David
Adler, a US citizen, told
AFP the mission brought
urgently needed aid di-
rectly to Cubans and

AFP photo
Brazilian activist Thiago Avila holds a Cuban flag on board

the vessel Maguro, symbolically renamed ‘Granma 2.0’
docking at the port of Havana on Tuesday

showed the world "the
human costs of Trump's
siege on Cuba".

"It demonstrated that
international  solidarity
can triumph over forced
isolation," said Adler, co-
ordinator of global left-
wing group Progressive
International.

Cuba has suffered sev-
en nationwide blackouts
since 2024 , two of them
this past week , due to ag-
ing thermoelectric plants
and oil shortages.

The situation has dete-
riorated since Cuba's chief
regional ally, Venezuelan
socialist leader Nicolas
Maduro, was captured by
US forces in January and
Trump threatened tariffs
against countries that
ship oil to the island.

The Sea Horse, a Hong

was previously reported
to be taking Russian die-
sel to Cuba, ended up in
Venezuelan waters, data
from maritime tracker
Kpler showed Tuesday.

Cuban President
Miguel Diaz-Canel, who
met members of the con-
voy last week, said on so-
cial media platform X that
the country welcomed the
Granma 2.0 "with pro-
found gratitude".

Trump's 'greed’

The Maguro left from
Mexico's Yucatan Penin-
sula on Friday carrying
32 people, including ac-
tivists from Australia,
Brazil, Ecuador, Italy,
Mexico and the United
States, as well as AFP
journalists.

As the boat motored
across the sea, Brazil-
ian activist Thiago Avila
said other nations should
come to Cuba's aid.

"We cannot allow the
world and international
law to be buried un-
der the greed of Donald
Trump," Avila told AFP.

Avila was among the
organisers of a flotilla
that had tried to bring aid
to Gaza last year despite
a naval blockade. That ef-
fort was intercepted by
Israeli forces.

The 15-nation Carib-

ing said on Tuesday that
it would send to Cuba,
via Mexico, baby formu-
la, food, medical supplies
and solar panels.

Mexico has already
shipped 3,000 tonnes of
aid to Cuba last month
and more is on the way.

'Political sideshow'

In addition to daily out-

ages, fuel prices have

soared, public transport

has become rare and

trash is piling up as gar-

bage trucks are no longer
ing.

Cuba has Dblamed
Washington for the coun-
try's hardship, point-
ing to the fuel blockade
and a decades-old trade
embargo.

Cuban exiles and other
critics, who say the com-
munist government is to
blame for the economic
crisis, said the convoy is
giving political support
to Havana.

"All of this is noth-
ing more than a political
sideshow," Luis Zuniga,
a former Cuban political
prisoner now based in
Miami, told AFP.

"The electricity crisis in
Cuba does not stem from
the oil embargo imposed
by [Trump]. It dates back
to long before that," Zu-
niga said.

Germany unveils new climate action plan, but green groups cry foul

BERLIN (AFP) — Germa-
ny unveiled a new climate
action plan Wednesday
aimed at sharply cut-
ting emissions in coming
years, but environmental
groups quickly criticised
the measures as inad-
equate and vowed legal
action.

The policy framework,
presented by Environ-
ment Minister Carsten
Schneider in Berlin, in-
cludes new electric car
subsidies and a boost for
the wind energy sector.

Europe’s biggest econ-
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omy has set a legally
binding 2030 target to cut
greenhouse gas emissions
by 65 per cent compared
to 1990 levels, and a 2045
deadline to achieve cli-
mate neutrality.

But expert projections
have shown Germany —
long a green energy cham-
pion — falling behind on
those targets.

Schneider acknowl-
edged it would require
a “tremendous effort” to
hit the 2030 target, but
expressed confidence
that Germany could still
achieve it.

Greenpeace slammed
the plan as insufficient,
saying it relies mostly
on ‘“optimistic” projec-
tions, and Greens Party
MP Katharina Droege
dismissed it as “a blatant
deception”.

The government, Droege
said, had so far “opted for
wishful thinking and de-
pendence on oil and gas”
— disastrous choices, she
said, given skyrocketing
fossil fuel prices.

The plan includes an
additional 8 billion euros

($9 billion) for climate
measures over the next
four years, including help
for heavy industry to re-
duce their “reliance on
costly and unpredictable
oil and gas imports”, Sch-
neider said.

The new measures are
expected to save more
than 25 million tonnes of
CO2 emissions by 2030,
through support for low-
emission  technologies
and several programmes
for the construction of
more energy-efficient
buildings.

Among the measures,
2,000 additional wind
turbines will be built,
and a new income-based
subsidy programme for
households purchasing
electric vehicles is expect-
ed to cover approximately
800,000 cars.

Conservative Chancel-
lor Friedrich Merz's gov-
ernment has, however,
looked to scale back cli-
mate policies in some ar-
eas in an attempt to boost
growth in the EU’s largest
economy, which has stag-
nated in recent years.

Merz has backed a
loosening of EU-wide car
emission rules while his
energy minister, Kathe-
rina Reiche, has looked to
dial back solar expansion
while pushing for a fleet
of new gas-fired power
plants.

Germany's pace of re-
ducing CO2 emissions has
slowed, dropping by only
0.9 million tonnes year-
on-year in 2025.

To still hit the 2030 tar-
get, emissions would need
to fall by an average of 42
million tonnes per year.

‘Climate policy arson’

Schneider — of the centre-
left Social Democrats, the
junior partner in Merz's
coalition — said he hoped
the framework could give
climate action “a new
boost” while reducing
some of the bitter political
polarisation around the
issue and stimulating the
economy, which he said
“is suffering from expen-
sive oil and gas”.

The German Renewable
Energy Federation wel-

comed the programme’s
emphasis on expanding
wind power as “essential”
for hitting climate goals
in comments to the Rhei-
nische Post newspaper.

Other climate advocacy
groups were quick to de-
nounce Wednesday's ac-
tion plan as insufficient.

Environmental Ac-
tion Germany (DUH) —
which successfully sued
the previous government
over a climate plan that
courts determined was
inadequate — vowed to
challenge the new plan in
court.

DUH's Barbara Metz
called the plans “climate
policy arson” and blasted
the government in par
ticular for scaling back
ambitious — though
controversial — build-
ing heating regulations
passed by ex-chancellor
Olaf Scholz’s government.

“Global crises and wars
are drastically demon-
strating the madness of
further cementing our de-
pendence on fossil fuels
in our boiler rooms,” Metz
said.
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Lebanon gov;t stuck between Israel and Hizbollah in war it didn't want

BEIRUT, Lebanon (AFP)
Lebanon’s govern-
ment has been wedged
into a war not of its
choosing between Hiz-
bollah and Israel, as the
Iran-backed  militants
harden their stance
and Israel demands the
group’s elimination.

Beirut has been strug-
gling to pull the country
back from the brink after
Hizbollah drew Lebanon
into the Middle East war
on March 2, firing rock-
ets into Israel to avenge
the killing of Iran’s su-
preme leader.

With more than 1,000
dead in Lebanon and
more than 1 million oth-
ers displaced, what are
the government and Hiz-
bollah’s positions, and
what are the chances for
negotiations?

What measures has
Beirut taken?

Faysal Itani, senior fel-
low at the Washington-
based Middle East Policy
Council, said Lebanese
authorities face “a brutal
choice: confront Hizbol-
lah or watch Israel do it

AFP photo

Smoke rises after an Israeli airstrike targeting the village of Arnoun in the southern Lebanese
area of Marjeyoun on Wednesday

for them”.

A Lebanese official
source told AFP that
“the Israelis have made
it known”, through the
mediation of United Na-
tions special coordina-
tor for Lebanon, Jean-
ine Hennis-Plasschaert,
who visited Israel this
month , that “they want
Hezbollah wiped out”.

But “Hizbollah can't be
disarmed overnight”, the
source added, request-

ing anonymity.

Created after Israel in-
vaded in 1982, Hizbollah
is the only group to have
kept its weapons since
the country’s 1975-1990
civil war, doing so in
the name of “resistance”
against Israel.

Since the latest war
erupted, Lebanon’s gov-
ernment has taken un-
precedented steps to try
to rein in Hizbollah and
its patron Iran.

Beirut has banned
Hizbollah's military and
security activities, and
all activities of Iran's
Revolutionary Guards,
whom Lebanese Prime
Minister Nawaf Salam
has accused of com-
manding Hizbollah's
operations.

Lebanese authorities
have also decided to ex-
pel Iran’s ambassador, a
move that has incensed
Hizbollah.

A source from the
group told AFP on con-
dition of anonymity that
Hizbollah has requested
the ambassador disre-
gard the measure.

Avoiding confrontation?

The government has
taken no steps to imple-
ment the ban on Hizbol-
lah’s military activities,
and the group has kept
attacking northern Is-
rael and Israeli troops in
south Lebanon.
Authorities fear any
domestic confrontation
with Hizbollah, which
has a strong popular

support base among
the Shiite Muslim
community.

They also want to
shield the army, an un-
der-funded and under-
equipped institution
seen as a rare source of
unity in a country riven
by sectarian and politi-
cal divisions.

Ttani said that, if the
military confronts the
Iran-backed group,
“there is a risk of a sec-
tarian split in the armed
forces, though this de-

pends in part on Hizbol-
lah's response”.

The army once split
along sectarian lines in
1976 during Lebanon’s
devastating civil war.

State hamstrung in
south?

Authorities say the war
has scuttled the army’s
plans to disarm Hizbol-
lah — which it had been
doing in south Lebanon
following a Novem-
ber 2024 ceasefire that
sought to end the previ-
ous war between Israel
and the militants.

The army in Janu-
ary said it had finished
dismantling Hizbollah
infrastructure between
the Israeli border and
the Litani River, around
30 kilometres to the
north, where Hizbollah
says fighting is under-
way with advancing Is-
raeli troops, and where
Israel wants to establish
a “security zone”.

For Israel, Lebanon's
army “lost total credibil-
ity to the degree that it is
now ignored altogether”,
Itani said.

The military has even
withdrawn from bor-
der areas to avoid being
caught up in the conflict,
despite pleas from villag-
ers still defying Israeli
army orders to evacuate.

Hizbollah’s position?

Hizbollah chief Naim
Qassem on Wednesday
urged the government
to reverse its ban on the
group'’s military activities.

Mahmud Qamati, an of-
ficial from the group, has
called the government's
decision illegal, even com-
paring it to France's Nazi
collaborationist Vichy re-
gime in World War II.

A Lebanese security
source told AFP on con-
dition of anonymity that
Iranian advisers and li-
aison officers have been
assisting Hizbollah and
helping it regroup since
the 2024 ceasefire with
Israel.

Hizbollah and the Revo-
lutionary Guards, the ide-
ological arm of Iran’s mili-
tary, have announced joint
operations against Israel
since the start of the war.

A Western diplomat

told AFP on condition of
anonymity that Hizbollah
had hardened its position
since coming under the
Guards' supervision.

Negotiations?

In a bid to break the po-
litical impasse, Lebanese
President Joseph Aoun
has proposed direct nego-
tiations with Israel and a
full truce.

But for now, prospects
for a ceasefire or talks be-
tween the two countries,
who have officially been
at war since 1948 and
have no formal diplomatic
relations, seem remote.

Hizbollah's Qassem
said negotiating under
fire would amount to
“surrender”.

According to the Leba-
nese official source, “Is-
rael wants negotiations
under fire” and won't ac-
cept a truce as proposed
by Aoun.

For now, the source
said, the government can
do little more that try,
“through diplomatic con-
tacts, to spare Lebanon
from strikes on [vital]
infrastructure”.

Jordan has ‘safe’ stockpile of
food commodities — minister

Continued from page 1

He said that 47 con-
tainer ships have ar-
rived or are expected
to arrive in Jordan
from the beginning of
March until its end.

The number of con-
tainers handled in
March is expected to
reach around 72,000
twenty-foot equivalent
units (TEUSs).

According to Qudah,
49 container ships
were unloaded at Aqa-
ba Port in March 2025,
indicating that current
figures are close to
last year's levels and
reflect the continued
efficiency of supply
chains.

He noted that the
most critical phase of

any military escalation
is usually the first 10
days, adding that the
Kingdom has passed
this period without no-
table price increases,
despite its coinciding
with Ramadan. This,
he said, was achieved
through daily market
monitoring and round-
the-clock efforts by
relevant teams.

Qudah said shipping
companies signifi-
cantly raised shipping
and transportation
costs significantly at
the onset of the crisis,
with the cost of a 20-
foot container rising
from around $2,000 to
between $3,500 and

$4,000.
However, he noted
that the impact re-

mains limited, as the
value of goods in a
single container can
reach about JD400,000,
meaning the increase
in retail prices does
not exceed 7-10 per
cent.

He added that prices
of many commodities
are now lower than
during Ramadan, while
others have seen only
slight increases.

The minister said the
ministry has intensi-
fied market oversight,
conducting inspections
of wholesalers and re-
tailers by comparing
current prices with
those of three weeks
ago to detect any un-
justified increases, in
addition to monitoring
cases of refusal to sell.

Iran launches 5 missiles, drone towards
Jordan, all but one intercepted — JAF

Continued from page 1

The PSD also said
the relevant authori-
ties handled the rem-
nants of an explosive
device found on the
Desert Highway near

Rashedia.

The PSD renewed
warnings against ap-
proaching or tampering
with suspicious objects
or debris, urging the
public to follow official
safety instructions.

It also called on pub-
lic to report any such
items via the emergen-
cy number 911 and to
rely on official sources
of information, warn-
ing against rumours
and misinformation.

UN rights council condemns Iran’s
aggressions on Jordan, GGC countries

Continued from page 1

He described the move
as a “significant” step
reflecting international
consensus against Ira-
nian aggressions and
the rejection of any in-
fringement on Arab
sovereignty.

Stressing the need for
an immediate cessation
of hostilities and a return

to calm, the diplomat
highlighted the impor-
tance of diplomacy and
dialogue in consolidating
regional security.

For his part, UN High
Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights Volker Turk
urged the international
community to end the
conflict in the Mid-
dle East, which he de-
scribed as “extremely

dangerous”.

Turk noted that the
conflict is characterised
by an “unprecedented
power to entangle coun-
tries across borders and
from across the globe”,
warning of unpredictable
consequences. He called
on world powers to exert
every possible effort to
bring the escalation to a
halt.

UN chief says

become next

Continued from page 1

“Across the region,
and far beyond, civil-
ians are enduring se-
rious harm and living
under profound in-
security. I witnessed
some of these conse-
quences firsthand dur-
ing my recent visit to
Lebanon,” he said.

“There, too, the war
must stop. Hizbollah
must stop launching
attacks into Israel.
And Israel must stop
its military operations
and strikes in Leba-
non, which are hitting

Lebanon must not
Gaza amid fighting

civilians the hardest.”

In early March, Is-
raeli finance minis-
ter Bezalel Smotrich
threatened Beirut's
southern suburbs — a
stronghold of Iran-
backed Hizbollah
with the same devas-
tation that Israel has
inflicted on Gaza in its
war against militant
group Hamas.

Beyond Lebanon, Gu-
terres voiced alarm at
the wider regional war
triggered by US-Israeli
strikes on Iran in late
February that killed
the country’s supreme

leader Ali Khamenei.
“The conflict has
broken past the limits
even leaders thought
imaginable,” he said.
“The world is star-
ing down the barrel of
a wider war, a rising
tide of human suffer-
ing, and a deeper glo-
bal economic shock.
This has gone too far.”
The UN chief also
announced the ap-
pointment of French
diplomat Jean Arnault
as his special envoy to
lead UN efforts regard-
ing the conflict and its
consequences.

Safadi says Jordan not party to regional conflict,
urges Iran to stop attacks, resort to diplomacy

Continued from page 1

He also noted that
Jordan was open to
dialogue with Iran be-
fore the war, provided
Tehran halted actions
that threaten the se-
curity and stability of
Jordan and other Arab
states.

“The question of if
and when to engage
with the Iranian em-
bassy in Amman is
guided by political
considerations, and
we take the necessary
steps at the appro-
priate time, when we
deem it necessary,” Sa-
fadi said.

Safadi also revealed
that Jordan has been
subjected to strikes
targeting the King-
dom's territory by fac-
tions based in Iraq
during recent regional
tensions.

Safadi said that the
government has con-
tacted its Iraqgi coun-
terpart on several oc-
casions to stress the
necessity of stopping
these aggressions
and preventing their
recurrence.

The minister af-
firmed that Jordan is
handling these devel-
opments with “wis-
dom” and does not
seek escalation, while
underscoring the King-
dom'’s unwavering
commitment to its se-
curity and stability.

Safadi added that
Jordan “highly wval-
ues” its relations

with Iraq, highlight-
ing the deep-rooted
brotherly ties that the
Kingdom is keen to re-
spect, strengthen and
sustain.

The foreign minister
emphasised that the
Iraqi government must

take the necessary
measures to prevent
these factions from

targeting Jordan and
other countries in the
region.

Safadi also revealed
that Jordan has previ-
ously provided the Ira-
nian side with docu-

mented evidence, facts,
and information re-
garding practices and
targets undermining
the Kingdom's security.

Safadi also said that
“Iranian hands” and
entities affiliated with
Iran are behind ongo-
ing attempts to smug-
gle drugs and weap-
ons across the Syrian
border.

He noted that Jordan
has, for vyears, faced
continuous  attempts
directly targeting its
national security.

The minister said
that the Jordanian gov-
ernment and security
agencies have repeat-
edly engaged with their
Iranian counterparts
on the mnecessity of
halting these practices,
which pose a threat to
national security, call-
ing for them to be ad-
dressed “at the root”.

Safadi noted that
Jordan has informed
Iran on several occa-
sions of the impor-
tance of resolving
these issues and dis-
putes, while working
to remove any obsta-
cles preventing the es-
tablishment of sound
bilateral relations.

Safadi reiterated that
Jordan's ties with Syr-
ia are at their strongest
in political, security,
military and economic
sectors.

He also cited the
meeting with Syrian
President Ahmad Al
Shara, accompanied by
the Chief of the Joint
Staff and the Director
of General Intelligence,
to discuss measures
against cross-border
drug and arms smug-
gling, and the threat
posed by ISIS and oth-
er terrorist groups.

Safadi said the talks
also focused on boost-
ing economic ties, not-
ing that Jordan fully
supports Syria during
its critical reconstruc-
tion phase, in line with
His Majesty the King's
directives.

He emphasised that
Syria’s  stability is

key to the security of
Jordan and the re-
gion, condemning Is-
raeli attacks on Syrian
territory.

Safadi also mnoted
that preparations are
underway for the sec-
ond ministerial meet-
ing of the Higher Coor-
dination Council, with
both sides committed
to strengthening bilat-
eral partnerships.

‘The Kingdom
has successfully
managed
numerous crises
in the past’

Safadi said that the
complaint filed by Jor-
dan to the United Na-
tions regarding Iranian
aggressions serves to
consolidate the King-
dom's legal rights un-
der international law.

Safadi underscored
that documenting such
attacks with the UNis a
“necessary procedure”
when any state is sub-
jected to aggression.

The move aims to
preserve Jordan's right
to address these inci-
dents, seek compen-
sation for resulting
damages, and uphold
its inherent right to

self-defence.

The minister af-
firmed that Jordan has
documented the viola-
tions it faced, asserting
its right to respond in
accordance with inter-
national law and to de-
mand reparations for
any current or future
damages.

Safadi noted that the
Iranian response to the
Jordanian complaint
contained “politically
incorrect” allegations
and presented legal
justifications he de-
scribed as “null and
void”, particularly con-
cerning Jordan's right
to defend its territory.

Safadi also con-
firmed that Jordan’s
border crossings re-
main open, highlight-
ing the Kingdom's role
amid regional tensions.

During March, Jor-
dan handled a sig-
nificant movement of
travellers from some
60 countries, totalling
around 7,000 people by
air and land, including
45 evacuation flights

carrying European,
African, and Asian
nationals.

Safadi emphasised
Jordan’'s commitment

to facilitating transit
and returns in accord-
ance with internation-
al agreements, noting
that the country's sta-
bility and strategic lo-
cation make it a safe
hub for evacuations.

On the matter of
Jordanians abroad,
he noted that some
7,000 citizens in the
Gulf states have made
their way to Saudi Ara-
bia, with about 3,000
already back in the
Kingdom.

Safadi stressed that
Jordan is committed to
containing the conflict
and working to end it
on a basis that safe-
guards against future
threats in the region.

He highlighted that
Jordan's right to re-
spond is guaranteed
under Article 51 of the
UN Charter, with the
timing of any measures

guided by the level of
threat and coordinated
with other countries.

Safadi added that the
greatest challenge will
lie in the post-conflict
period, emphasising
that Jordan will tack-
le these challenges to
protect national and
Arab security while
working towards a sta-
ble and hopeful future.

“The Kingdom has
successfully managed
numerous crises in the
past,” he said.

Safadi stressed that
Jordan is committed
to upholding its le-
gitimate right to de-
fend its sovereignty,
highlighting that the
Kingdom has consist-
ently refrained from
initiating  hostilities,
even as it has faced at-
tacks linked to regional
tensions.

He noted that the
JAF efficiently inter-
cepted around 240
missiles and drones,
limiting the damage,
adding that Jordan is
continuing its efforts
to restore security and
stability in the region.

Safadi also said that
Jordan is engaging po-
litically with various
international parties to
stop the Israeli aggres-
sion on Lebanon and
support the Lebanese
government's efforts to
exert full sovereignty
over its territory.

Safadi added that the
Kingdom is providing
extensive humanitar-
ian aid to Lebanon,
where approximately
one million internally
displaced persons are
placing a “significant
burden” on the state.

Under Royal direc-
tives, Jordan has dis-
patched assistance
to help address these
urgent needs and will
continue to provide
support in coordina-
tion with the inter-
national community,
while calling on glo-
bal powers to play an
active role in helping
Lebanon overcome
these challenges.

Jordan, Gulf countries renew condemnation
of ‘flagrant’ Iranian aggressions

Continued from page 1

While underscor-
ing their “deep-rooted
brotherly” ties with Iraq,
these nations called on
the Iraqi government to
take “immediate meas-

ures” to halt the activi-
ties of armed factions
and militias to prevent
further escalation.

The statement also
highlighted the coun-
tries’ “full and inherent
right to self-defence” in

accordance with Article
51 of the UN Charter,
which guarantees the
right to individual or col-
lective self-defence in the
event of an armed attack.

The statement con-
demned  destabilising

activities planned by
“sleeper cells” loyal to
Iran and terrorist organ-
isations linked to Hiz-
bollah. The states com-
mended the vigilance of
their security agencies
and the bravery of their

armed forces in inter-
cepting these attacks,
dismantling operative
cells, and uncovering
“malicious plots” aimed
at undermining region-
al security and public
safety.
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Assassinations as
a tool to dismantle
[ran’s security state

ith the shift to-
ward systematic
assassinations,

the Israeli-American effort
is gradually entering a new
phase: operating inside Iran
in a qualitative and uncon-
ventional manner. Repeat-
ed assassinations are not
merely the result of intelli-
gence work, surveillance and
long-term penetration, but
of a structural and continu-
ous breach sustained by ac-
tive intelligence operations
around the clock.

Their core effect lies in transferring doubt and
mutual suspicion into the regime’s own corridors
and institutions, creating a hesitant operational
reality, increasing exposure, and striking directly
at the regime’s decision-making mechanism. In
parallel, Israel and the United States are moving
toward complex strikes targeting the Iranian re-
gime’s internal infrastructure, most notably its
military capabilities and military-industrial fa-
cilities.

At the same time, they are also striking the re-
gime’s internal pillars, namely its internal securi-
ty capabilities and personnel. This means that the
Basij, as a central instrument of internal control,
has effectively become a primary target at this
stage, alongside the Revolutionary Guard. This
points to a practical translation of what President
Trump had previously said about creating inter-
nal conditions for change from within.

At the same time, the intensive targeting of the
regime’s military assets along the western and
southern coastal areas appears to be preparation
for something larger. The targeting of military in-
frastructure, bases, headquarters, as well as Ira-
nian ports and naval craft, points to one objective:
Preparing the ground for qualitative operations
ahead. This is likely what the American adminis-
tration needs in order to demonstrate a tangible
achievement on the ground and move toward a
strategy of controlling strategic Iranian areas.

Such a move could be carried out through special
forces operations with clearly defined missions:
Abduction, liquidation, or seizure of strategic ar-
eas after ensuring full security and containing
any threat to an American presence, particularly
on the Iranian islands, most importantly Kharg
Island.

This qualitative shift may reflect the evolution-
ary path of gradual American operations built in
stages, beginning with striking the head of the
regime, then its infrastructure, and eventually
reaching the assassination of its leaders and the
targeting of its internal bases. This may represent
the most important step in translating this strate-
gy, especially with the parallel suggestion of acti-
vating internal components in the border regions,
whether Kurdish, Azerbaijani, or Arab in Ahvaz.

From the Iranian side, Tehran has demonstrated
an ability to sustain attacks using missiles and
drones, and to diversify its strikes in a way that
preserves the impression that it remains capable
of targeting the Israeli interior on the one hand,
and threatening the Gulf states and energy cen-
teres on the other, especially in light of the no-
table evolution in the targeting of energy sites in
Qatar, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.

Iran’s strategy of maximizing the war’s global
impact has pushed it toward a propaganda dis-
course built around threat. This includes threat-
ening places linked to financial stability and the
energy market, such as the UAE, while trying to
display the capability to strike these states and
simultaneously directing internal messaging call-
ing for distancing from ports and installations.
This reflects the Iranian need to preserve the im-
age of a regime still capable of threatening, act-
ing and disrupting regional stability whenever it
chooses.

The Iranian approach, based on linking the war
to dangerous international repercussions, begins
with threatening the Gulf states and magnifying
the danger to energy markets and international
navigation. It also extends to nuclear leak sce-
narios and to highlighting Iran’s ability to launch
long-range missiles, such as those fired toward
Diego Garcia.

After the third week of the war, the United States
appears to be deepening its strikes inside Iran,
targeting the regime’s structure, instruments, and
military facilities in their entirety. The accelera-
tion of this process suggests a desire to move into
a phase in which these strikes are translated into
steps on the ground, preserving acceptance of the
American settlement as the only option left for
any internal Iranian actor. At the same time, a new
Iranian reality is being created, one in which it
becomes difficult for any future regime to return
to the form in which the current one ends.

Neutralizing Iran, ending its threat, eliminating
its military capabilities, and confining any Irani-
an future to reconstruction and internal recovery
detached from regional policies now appears to be
the clearest objective of this phase.

Amer Al Sabaileh

[t Robinson and Mazzucato
assessed Jordan’s economy

Aside from the current cri-
ses and turmoil in the region,
which are likely to subside
soon without causing sig-
nificant harm to Jordan, this
article presents a hypotheti-
cal scenario of a visit by two
prominent economists to the
Kingdom. I am invoking some
of their most famous quotes
here to highlight a different
perspective on the Jordanian
economy.

Imagine that two of the most
prominent economic minds,
Joan Robinson (born 1903)
and Mariana Mazzucato (born
1968), arrived in Amman and
met at a coffee shop to as-
sess the Jordanian economy.
The late Joan Robinson was
a prominent economist from
Cambridge University and a
sharp critic of uncompetitive
markets. She believed that the
economy should be understood
as it is, not as models assume
it to be. The second, Mazzucato,
is one of the most prominent
contemporary economists, who
redefined the state’s role as
a creator of value, not merely
a regulator or corrector, and
is considered one of the most
important figures to have re-
shaped the state’s role in the
economy.

The discussion wouldn't be
limited to numbers. It would
delve into how the economy
actually functions, how added
value is created, and how the
state and the market can work
together to build a more pro-
ductive and sustainable econ-
omy.

What would they say? Robin-
son would begin, in her charac-
teristically critical tone, with
her famous line: “The goal of
studying economics is not to
find ready-made answers, but
to learn how not to be fooled by
economists.” She would then
examine Jordan's economic
indicators and ask a simple
yet sharp question: “Does this

Will oil reach $160?

By Raad Mahmoud Al-Tal

il prices are once again
Oin focus because of ris-
ing tensions in the Mid-
dle East. One of the main rea-
sons for concern is the Strait of
Hormuz, a very important route
for global energy trade. Around
20 pert cent of the world's oil
passes through this narrow
waterway. Any disruption there
can quickly affect global prices.
Because of these risks, some
discussions in markets and me-
dia have moved beyond normal
price levels like $80 or $100.
Now, extreme scenarios such as
$160 per barrel are being men-
tioned. However, it is important
to understand that this is not
the base case. It is a worst-case
scenario that would only hap-
pen under very severe condi-
tions.

In the most likely scenario,
oil prices are expected to stay
between $80 and $90 per bar-
rel. This assumes that global
supply continues normally
without major interruptions. In

P economy re-
ik flect what
the models
say... or do
the models
ignore its
reality?”

Joan Rob-
inson would
pose her
favourite
question:
“Is this tru-
ly a compet-
itive econo-
my, or is it
one shaped
by invisible
monopolistic forces?” and “Are
the markets competitive... or is
competition merely a theoreti-
cal construct?” She would look
at certain sectors and observe
that the number of players is
limited, that prices don't fall
easily after rising — meaning
they are sticky — and that pro-
duction isn't expanding at the
desired pace. She would say,
“If markets aren’'t competi-
tive, don’t expect strong in-
vestment or high growth.” And,
“The problem isn't the market
itself... It's how the market
works.”

Robinson would quickly
turn to the labour market. She
would not only be concerned
by the unemployment rate but
also by its persistence. For her,
high unemployment over many
years doesn’t signify a cyclical
fluctuation but a deeper flaw in
the structure of the economy.
She would say, “If unemploy-
ment persists, the problem
isn't wages... It's demand that
isn't generating production.”
She wouldn't stop there, but
would add, “And if demand
isn’'t translated into domes-
tic production, you're not just
suffering from a lack of de-
mand... but from its leakage.”
She thus puts her finger on one
of the most important issues
in the Jordanian economy:

ECONOMIC
REVIEW

Yusuf Mansur

this case, the market remains
relatively balanced. There may
still be political tension, but it
does not lead to serious supply
shortages.

If tensions rise further but oil
supply is not directly hit, prices
could move higher, to around
$110 to $120 per barrel. This in-
crease would not be because of
an actual shortage, but because
of fear in the market. Traders
usually add a “risk premium”
when there is uncertainty. This
means prices rise simply be-
cause the chance of disruption
is higher, even if nothing has
happened yet.

A more serious scenario is
when there are real supply dis-
ruptions. This could happen
if oil production facilities are
damaged, or if exports from
some countries are reduced.
In this case, the global market
would feel an actual shortage
of supply. Prices could then rise
to between $120 and $150 per
barrel. At this level, the issue
is not fear anymore, but a real
imbalance between supply and

Oil rises as a haven
amid Hormuz disruptions

By Ahmad Al-Naimi

or decades, gold has been
Fregarded as a safeguard

during political and eco-
nomic turmoil. Recent moves in
financial and commodity mar-
kets, however, show that gold’s
relationship with crises is no
longer automatic: The metal
rose in past crises but has ex-
perienced sharp volatility amid
the current Middle East conflict,
calling into question its status
as a safe haven.

At the outset of the US-Israeli
military action against Iran, gold
prices climbed, but the rally was
short-lived. After touching record
levels above $5,500 per ounce
last year, gold fell by roughly 13
per cent and settled near $4,400.
The chief explanation for this
decline lies in the strength of the
US dollar and monetary policy
decisions, particularly the Fed-
eral Reserve’'s recent hold on

interest rates, which bolstered
dollar-denominated assets and
reduced demand for gold, which
yields no fixed income.

Liquidity dynamics have also
played a part. As other markets
underperformed and some inves-
tors were forced to meet margin
calls, portions of gold holdings
were sold to raise quick cash. As
aresult, gold has at times shifted
from a long-term store of value
to a short-term liquidity source,
accelerating its declines during
periods of market stress.

By contrast, oil has benefited
directly from the tensions es-
pecially after attacks on energy
infrastructure and the closure
of the Strait of Hormuz, through
which roughly 20 per cent of glo-
bal oil trade passes. Rising oil
prices stoked inflation fears and
prompted market participants
to rebalance portfolios. Oil has
become a vehicle for specula-
tive, quick returns, while gold

That a large portion of spend-
ing doesn't remain within the
economy.

Here, Mariana Mazzucato
would enter the discussion,
shifting the focus and asking,
“You're talking about the mar-
ket... but where is the state in
all of this?” In her view, the
problem in many countries
isn’t whether the state is large
or small, but rather that the
state is “not oriented towards
value creation”. She would ex-
amine economic policies and
ask: “Is there a clear produc-
tion vision?... Is investment
directed toward future sec-
tors?... Is the state leading in-
novation... or waiting for the
market?... The state is not just
a corrector of market failures,
but a partner in creating mar-
kets.”

Mazzucato would note that
Jordan possesses important
elements, including relative
stability for more than half a
century, a strategic geographic
location, and an educated hu-
man capital base. She would
further point out that these
elements have not yet been
translated into a well-defined
economic project, since “The
economy does not grow only
through stability, but through
direction.”

They would both agree on a
central point: not all spend-
ing is created equal. Robinson
would say: “If spending does
not generate local production,
it has little impact... It is real
growth that changes the econ-
omy’s capacity to produce, not
just its size.” Mazzucato would
add, “Value is not created in
consumption, but in innova-
tion and production... and if
it is not directed toward creat-
ing future value, it is wasted
spending.”

The dialogue would lead to
the concept of the econom-
ic multiplier and the crucial
question: Will a spent dinar re-

demand.

The most extreme scenario is
oil reaching $160 per barrel or
even higher. For this to happen,
the world would need to lose a
very large amount of oil sup-
ply at the same time. This could
mean several million barrels per
day being taken out of the mar-
ket. It would also require major
disruption to shipping routes,
especially through the Strait of
Hormuz. If this happens, global
oil markets would likely enter a
state of panic. Prices would rise
very quickly because buyers
would compete for limited sup-
ply, and concerns about short-
ages would increase sharply.

Even though this scenario is
discussed, it remains the least
likely. There are several rea-
sons for this. First, major oil-
producing countries often have
spare capacity that they can use
to increase supply if needed.
Second, many countries hold
strategic oil reserves that can
be released to calm the mar-
ket during emergencies. Third,
there are alternative export

remains a store of value — al-
beit one that requires supportive
economic conditions, such as a
weaker dollar or lower interest
rates, to regain momentum. In-
vestors are now allocating posi-
tions across oil, the dollar, and
tangible assets like real estate
or core sectors according to their
risk tolerance and investment
objectives.

Signs of political intervention
affecting energy prices have also
emerged. The US president gave
Iran an ultimatum to reopen the
Strait of Hormuz and threat-
ened strikes on energy facilities,
which pushed oil higher.Yet large
trades placed before a presiden-
tial announcement about “pro-
ductive talks” triggered a sharp
sell-off, renewing debate over
whether political information
and threats are being exploited
for speculative purposes.

A recurring pattern, deliberate
escalation followed by abrupt

main within the economy, cir-
culating to drive demand and
then supply? Or will it quickly
flow out through imports? Rob-
inson would argue, “If the di-
nar isn't circulating within the
economy, don't expect a signifi-
cant impact.” Mazzucato would
add, “And if it's not directed
towards creating future value,
it's aimless spending.”

After a lengthy discussion,
they agreed on a three-pronged
diagnosis: First, there is high
economic leakage, with a large
portion of demand {flowing
abroad, thus weakening the
impact of spending on growth.
Second, the market structure
lacks competition, as some sec-
tors discourage expansion and
investment. Third, the state's
role needs to be geared towards
creating productive value.

Robinson suggested fos-
tering genuine competition,
breaking up inefficient mo-
nopolies, and linking prices
and production to reality, not
just models. Mazzucato, on the
other hand, emphasised direct-
ing investment towards strate-
gic sectors, building national
priorities around areas such
as water, energy, and industry,
and making the state an inno-
vation partner, not merely a
regulator.

And they both agreed on
one thing: “The problem isn't
the size of the economy... It's
its quality.” They might leave
behind a recommendation —
simple yet profound: “Don’t
just ask: How much is the GDP
growing? Ask instead: What are
we producing, how are we pro-
ducing it, and for whom?”

While this is an imaginary
visit, it raises a real question:
Do we want an economy that
simply grows, or one that pro-
duces, innovates, and is sus-
tainable?

The writer is a former Minister of State
for Economic Affairs in Jordan

routes that can reduce reliance
on one specific passage.

In addition, global economic
pressure also plays a role. A
major spike in oil prices would
harm both producing and con-
suming countries. Because of
this, there is often strong in-
ternational effort to prevent
full-scale disruptions in energy
flows.

At the same time, it is impor-
tant to recognize that the oil
market is more sensitive today
than in the past. Global demand
remains strong, especially in
emerging economies. However,
investment in new oil produc-
tion has slowed in recent years.
This means the market has less
flexibility to respond quickly if
supply is suddenly reduced.

oil reaching $160 is possible
only in a severe crisis scenario.
It is not the expected outcome
based on current conditions.
The more likely path for prices
will depend on how geopoliti-
cal tensions develop, whether
they are contained or escalate
further.

de-escalation, creates buy-the-
dip, sell-the-rally opportunities
for those with privileged mar-
ket insight. This strategy is no
longer confined to energy; it has
appeared in inconsistent trade
policies and erratic tariff deci-
sions, at times turning public
policy instruments into specula-
tive tools for actors capable of
moving markets.

Gold will likely resume its as-
cent only if the dollar weakens,
interest rates fall, or a financial
crisis undermines confidence in
the banking system. Until then,
gold remains part of a broader
investment mix that demands
deliberate diversification be-
tween value preservation, liquid-
ity, and opportunistic positions
in a world where crises have
become arenas for both safety-
seekers and quick-profit seekers.

Ahmad Al-Naimi is an associate professor
in finance and risk
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The price per litre of unleaded petrol and diesel fuels are pictured outside a Shell petrol
station in Gayton, north west England on Monday

Oil prices tumble, stocks rally
on Mideast peace hopes

LONDON (AFP) — Oil
prices tumbled and
stock markets rallied
on Wednesday on re-
ports that the United
States had sent a peace
plan to Iran.

After mnearly four
weeks of conflict, inves-
tors jumped on signs
that hostilities could
be winding down, with
the safe-haven dollar
losing support.

However, analysts
pointed out that the ar-
rival of more US troops
in the Middle East and
fresh missile strikes
exchanged between
Iran and Israel sug-
gested chances of esca-
lation remained.

"0il  prices have
moved lower... offering
some relief to equities
that had been weighed
down by worries over
inflation," noted Matt
Britzman, senior equity
analyst at Hargreaves
Lansdown.

"It's still a highly flu-
id situation. Trying to
call how the rest of the
week plays out would
be unwise."

The economic im-
pact of the crisis has
begun to bite around
the world, with govern-
ments looking to cut
energy consumption.

Helping to ease the
situation, Tehran an-
nounced it will let
"non-hostile" oil ves-
sels through the crucial
Strait of Hormuz.

Crude futures
plunged more than 6
per cent on Wednes-
day — with Brent back

below $100 — after
US President Donald
Trump voiced opti-

mism at ending the war

and said officials were
"iIn negotiations right
now".

The head of the In-

ternational Energy
Agency, Fatih Birol,
meanwhile said he

was 'ready to move
forward" with an ad-
ditional release of oil
reserves "if and when
necessary".

In stock markets
trading, European indi-
ces jumped around 1.5
per cent approaching
the half-way stage on
Wednesday.

Asian markets ear-
lier closed with strong
gains, led by Tokyo
which won nearly 3 per
cent.

"European markets
are following the wider
global theme of opti-
mism as rumours swirl
around the apparent
negotiations that could
lead us out of the con-
flict in Iran," said Josh-
ua Mahony, chief mar-
ket analyst at Scope
Markets.

"Dip buyers have
started to grab what
they can, while oil
prices shift lower as
the perceived length

of time associated
with the disruption
shortens."

European Central

Bank (ECB) chief Chris-
tine Lagarde said the
ECB has several op-
tions for dealing with
the energy shock,
vowing policymakers
would not be "para-
lysed by hesitation".

At its most recent
meeting last week, the
ECB kept interest rates
on hold, while warning
of higher inflation and
lower growth in the

eurozone owing to the
war.

However, analysts
have raised bets on
the central bank hik-
ing borrowing costs as
soon as next month to
try and keep the lid on
an expected surge in
consumer prices.

Hopes of an end to
the Middle East con-
flict surfaced after The
New York Times quoted
unnamed officials say-
ing that Washington
had sent a 15-point
peace proposal via
Pakistan.

Israel's Channel 12
said that Trump was
suggesting a  one-
month ceasefire dur-
ing which they would
discuss handing over
Iran's enriched wura-
nium and banning fur-
ther enrichment.

The Israeli report
added that Tehran
would ensure safe pas-
sage through the Strait
of Hormuz, while Iran
would see an end to all
sanctions and receive
assistance in develop-
ing civil nuclear energy.

The strait, through
which one fifth of glo-
bal oil and gas nor-
mally flows, has large-
ly been blockaded by
Iran.

Away from the war
and in a boost to the
aviation sector hit by
higher jet fuel costs,
European plane maker
Airbus has struck a
$15.8 Dbillion deal to
provide China East-
ern Airlines with 101
single-aisle passenger
planes.

Airbus shares rose
1.5 per cent in Paris
midday deals.

BUSINESS

JPRC ensures stable
energy supply amid regional tensions

CEO confirms sufficient reserves for domestic demand

AMMAN (JT) — The
Jordan Petroleum Re-
finery Company (JPRC)
on Wednesday under-
scored that its strategic
stock of crude oil and
liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG) is secure and
sufficient to meet do-
mestic market demand
without interruption,
according to JPRC CEO
Hassan Hiyari.

In a statement to the
Jordan News Agency,
Petra, Hiyari noted that
the refinery continues
to operate at full ca-
pacity to supply vari-
ous economic sectors,
including transport, in-
dustry, power genera-
tion and aviation.

He added that the
company maintains a
steady supply to local
marketing firms and
domestic gas cylinder
distributors to ensure
market stability.

Hiyari said that
since the beginning of
the month, the refin-
ery has imported two
crude oil tankers car-
rying around 2 million
barrels.

Additional shipments
are expected in the com-
ing period, bolstering
the Kingdom's strategic
reserves to "comfort-
able levels" that cover
roughly two months of
consumption.

He emphasised that
this strengthens Jor-
dan's capacity to navi-
gate regional develop-

Al Mamlaka TV photo

The Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company on Wednesday underscores that its strategic stock of crude oil and liquefied
petroleum gas is secure and sufficient to meet domestic market demand

ments that may impact
supply chains.

The CEO pointed out
that the JPRC relies
on an advanced stor-
age system with a to-
tal capacity exceeding
900,000 tonnes, dis-
tributed between Zarqa
and Agaba.

“This infrastructure
allows for high flexibil-
ity in inventory man-
agement and ensures a
regular supply to all lo-
cal sectors,” he added.

Regarding domestic
gas, Hiyari said that

LPG shipments arrive
at the refinery around
every five days, guar-
anteeing that demand
for gas cylinders is met
without shortages.

He wunderlined that
the company closely
monitors supply move-
ments to maintain mar-
ket equilibrium.

“The refinery played
a 'crucial role' during
a recent period when
natural gas supplies to
the National Electric
Power Company [NEP-
CO] were interrupted,”

Hiyari noted.

“The JPRC provided
NEPCO with immedi-
ate supplies of diesel
and fuel oil, ensuring
the continuous opera-
tion of power plants
without service disrup-
tions,” he added.

Furthermore, Hiyari
stressed that the JPRC
remains in constant
communication  with
major global oil and
derivative suppliers to
secure the Kingdom's
energy needs under all
circumstances, add-

ing that the refinery
continues to fulfil its
obligations regarding
aviation fuel and the
requirements of local
marketing companies.
The JPRC plays a
pivotal role in ensuring
the Kingdom's energy
security, operating in
full coordination with
the Ministry of Energy
and Mineral Resources
and the Energy and
Minerals  Regulatory
Commission, particu-
larly amidst current re-
gional conditions.

China shipping giant Cosco says resumes bookings to some Gulf countries

BELJING (AFP) — Chi-
nese shipping giant
Cosco said on Wednes-
day that it was resum-
ing new bookings for
container shipments
to some Gulf coun-
tries, after a three-
week suspension in
response to the Middle
East war.

The state-owned,
Shanghai-based firm
was among several
major shipping groups
to pause operations in
the Strait of Hormuz, a
key waterway through
which one-fifth of the
world's oil and gas
passes normally.

Tehran has said

<
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A cargo ship operated by Cosco Shipping is docked at the
foreign trade container terminal of Qingdao Port, operated
by Shandong Port Group, in China's eastern Shandong

province on Wednesday

several times it was
not targeting friendly
nations, but transits

through the Strait had
nevertheless largely
ground to a halt.

Iran said in a state-

ment circulated by
the International
Maritime  Organisa-

tion on Tuesday that
"non-hostile vessels"
would be granted safe
passage through the
waterway.

Cosco "resumed new
bookings for general
cargo containers for
shipments" from the
"Far East" to the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
Qatar, Kuwait and Iraq
"with immediate ef-
fect", according to a
company statement.

It did not mention
shipments travelling
in the opposite direc-

tion, from the Gulf.

"New booking ar-
rangements and the
actual carriage are
subject to change due
to the volatile situa-
tion in the Middle East
region," it added.

Cosco, which oper-
ates one of the world's
largest o0il  tanker
fleets, announced on
March 4 that it would
suspend new bookings
for services for routes
through the Strait of
Hormuz owing to the
"escalating conflicts
in the Middle East re-
gion and resultant re-
strictions on maritime
traffic".

Iran Hormuz "toll booth' — legally risky route for shippers

LONDON (AFP) — Here
are the latest facts
about Iran's control of
the Strait of Hormuz, a
crucial trade waterway
virtually closed off by
its forces in the Middle
East war.

A fifth of the world's
oil and liquefied natu-
ral gas passed through
the strait in peacetime,
before the United States
and Israel launched
strikes on Iran on Feb-
ruary 28, prompting it
to retaliate across the
region.

How are ships crossing?

Maritime trackers indi-
cate that a handful of ves-
sels are still crossing daily
through the strait, which
is guarded by Iran's Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC), most of them
leaving the Gulf.

Some have taken a
new Iranian-approved
route through its wa-
ters, dubbed the "Tehran
Toll Booth" by leading
shipping journal Lloyd's
List.

At least one vetted
vessel paid $2 million to
use the corridor around
Larak Island just off
Iran's coast, it reported.

Lloyd's List cited
sources as saying that
governments from coun-
tries including India,
Pakistan and China dis-
cussed vessel transits
directly with Tehran,
with the IRGC estab-
lishing a registration
system of "approved
ships".

On Tuesday, IRGC na-
val commander Alireza
Tangsiri said on X the
force had "turned back"
a container ship "due to
failure to comply with
legal protocols and lack
of permission to pass
through".

Ship tracker Marine-
Traffic showed that the
vessel, the Selen, was
bound for Pakistan.

What vessels have used
the corridor?

Lloyd's List reported
on Monday that it had
tracked more than 20
ships using the emerg-
ing route, most of them
Greek-owned but others
Indian, Pakistani-owned
or linked to China.

In a sign that com-
modity vessels were
gaining approval to
use the route, since the
start of last week four

that crossed the Strait
of Hormuz kept their
AIS transponders on
while using the corridor,
while at least five more
that crossed sent sig-
nals in close proximity
to the passage, an AFP
analysis of Kpler data
showed.

Over half of those
crossing since Sunday
specified the national-
ity of their owner, crew
or cargo using their AIS
signals, it showed.

By comparison, from
March 1 to 21 only about
10 per cent of ships nav-
igating the strait did so.

"Vessels are using
AIS messages to signal
political neutrality or
distance from Western,
Israeli or otherwise sen-
sitive affiliations," Kpler
trade risk analyst Ana
Subasic told AFP.

But she noted they are
"self-declared, easily al-
tered, and do not change
a vessel's legal identity"
and therefore should
not be considered "a re-
liable security solution".

What has Iran said
publicly?

In a statement dated
Sunday and released late

Tuesday via the Interna-
tional Maritime Organisa-
tion, Tehran reiterated its
stance that the strait was
open, but only to some.

It said "non-hostile
vessels" and those not
"belonging to or associ-
ated with" Israel, the US
and other "aggressors"
could cross "subject to
compliance with... the
realities arising from
the ongoing conflict".

The foreign ministry
statement added that
ships linked to quali-
fying countries could
"benefit from safe pas-
sage" but "in coordina-
tion with the competent
Iranian authorities".

What does international
law say?

The United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the
Sea, which was adopted
in 1982 and came into
force in 1994, guaran-
tees a right to navigate
through straits such as
Hormuz.

"All ships and air-
craft enjoy the right of
transit passage... for
the purpose of continu-
ous and expeditious
transit of the strait," it
states.

Although Iran has
never ratified the con-
vention, "the transit
passage regime is wide-
ly regarded as part of
customary internation-
al law", Marco Roscini,
international law pro-
fessor at Westminster
Law School, told AFP.

Is Iran acting illegally?

Charging fees to cross the
strait would "lack a valid
legal basis", Roscini said.

Shipowners risk vio-
lating the law and West-
ern sanctions if they pay
a toll.

Transit passage

rights through straits
remain applicable dur-
ing armed conflicts, and
suspending commercial
navigation through Hor-
muz "cannot be lawful",
he added.

In exceptional cir-
cumstances, includ-
ing the right of self-

defence, states can
"impose temporary re-
strictions on navigation
if this is necessary and

proportionate".

In this case, Ros-
cini said, "I am not
clear whether Iran

has explicitly invoked
self-defence."

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

by 2.94 per cent.

AMMAN (JT) — Amman Stock Exchange (ASE)
trading value for Wednesday amounted to
JD15 million spread over 3.7 million shares
that traded through 2,989 transactions.

The ASE share price index shed 0.4 per cent,
closing at 3657.54 points.

Out of 92 companies whose shares were
traded, the share price of 22 companies rose
while the share price of another 33 declined.

Topping the list of the companies whose
shares gained the most were Union Tobacco
and Cigarette Industries by 10 per cent, In-
ternational Arabian Development and Invest-
ment Trading Company by 4.76 per cent, First
Finance by 3.39 per cent, Comprehensive Land
Development and Investment by 2.99 per cent,
and Al Manara Islamic Insurance Company

The companies whose shares dropped the
most were Jordan Commercial Bank by 7.09
per cent, Shira Real Estate Development and
Investments by 5 per cent, Siniora Food In-
dustries Plc. by 4.94 per cent, Arab East In-
vestment by 4.55 per cent and Nobar Trading
Investment Company by 4.04 per cent.
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Why Does Amman
Flood Every Winter?

Amman’s winter flooding is not a weather
problem — it’s an urban planni

uring a single low-pressure weather system
this past winter, dozens of residents con-
tacted the Greater Amman Municipality’s
(GAM) operations centre to report rising
water levels in their neighbourhoods.
Floodwaters inundated several road tun-
nels, public streets, commercial premises, and even private
homesin certain areas.

These incidents have become a recurring feature of
Amman’s winters in recent years. The most prominent
was the 2019 flooding of the city centre, when hundreds
of shops in downtown Amman were submerged. Multi-
ple investigative committees were subsequently formed
— by the Amman Chamber of Commerce, GAM, and the
National Centre for Security and Crisis Management —
while the prime minister himself monitored the fallout.

Whether through long-term planning or immediate
operational response, GAM works continuously to coun-
ter rising water levels and the threat of flash flooding across
the city. Its strategic plan for 2022-2026 identified floods
and the unpredictability of seasonal rainfall as the foremost
climate challenge it faces. During active weather systems
GAM deploys thousands of personnel and pieces of equip-
ment, declares states of emergency in advance, and issues
public guidance on how to cope with severe conditions.

Yet despite all these measures, water levels continue to
rise across large parts of Amman each winter —including
in recently constructed infrastructure such as Bus Rapid
Transit lanes — and rainwater still floods homes in certain
areas. Why does this keep happening, and are there lasting
solutions?

How does flooding occur?

Several factors contribute to rising water levels and urban
flooding in Amman. These include climatic variables such
asrainfall volume and duration, soil type, and evaporation
rates, as well as man-made factors such as surface perme-
ability, gradient and drainage capacity.

As natural areas convert to built-up urban zones and
impermeable surfaces expand through road paving and
construction, the ground’s capacity to absorb rainwater
diminishes and surface run-off increases. Water that once
percolated into the soil now flows across streets, between
buildings, and down slopes — making urban areas signifi-
cantly more susceptible to flooding.

Climate change has compounded the problem by con-
centrating rainfall into shorter, more intense bursts —a
phenomenon known as flash rainfall — placing acute
pressure on drainage infrastructure. However, a recently
published study concluded that urban sprawl, rather than
climate change, is the primary driver of flooding risk in
Amman.

The city’s built-up area expanded dramatically in recent
decades, growing from roughly 147 square kilometres in
1987 to238 square kilometresin 2017, substantially increas-

ing the proportion of impermeable surfaces — particularly
in areas that were never intended for development.

Amman has been the subject of numerous urban plans
over the decades, from the 1955 Amman Development
Plan and the 1968 City Centre Development Plan through
to the comprehensive 2008 Amman Plan. Several of these
sought to curb unplanned expansion, establish clear growth
boundaries, encourage vertical construction, and prohibit
building in the valleys that the 1955 plan designated as
“green fingers” through the city.

Dr. Murad Al Akalalda, an architectural and urban design
consultant, explains that successive waves of displacement
— following the 1967 war and the 1991 Gulf War — com-
bined with the incorporation of surrounding areas such as
Sahab, Naour, Wadi Al Seer and Jiza into greater Amman,
resulted in the incomplete implementation of these plans.
Building spread into agricultural land and valley floors that
were never designated for development.

Alkalada also attributes much of the recent sprawl to
what he calls a “market policy” approach over the past two
decades, in which land brokers subdivided large agricul-

tural plots on the city’s periphery and converted them into
buildable parcels — a process that received tacit political
and economic approval on the grounds that land transac-
tions stimulate the economy and increase state revenues.
“There was a turning of the blind eye towards urban expan-
sion—what we call urban unravelling,” he says.

Unplanned growth demands commensurate infrastruc-
ture. Drainage networks must be capable of handling the
increased run-off that new construction generates. In
Amman, uncontrolled expansion has consistently out-
paced infrastructure capacity. “When you exceed the
planned boundaries that your infrastructure was designed
and sized to serve, that is the urban unravelling that has
increased the pressure,” Alkalada says.

Eachwinter, when water levelsrise, GAM typically attrib-
utesthe problemin part toresidents connecting roof drain-
age pipes directly to sewage manholes or dumping waste
and construction debris into drainage channels, causing
blockages. Alkalada acknowledges that such behaviour
exists, but contends it is not the primary cause. He points
instead to the age and deterioration of the networks, the
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proximity of sewage and stormwater lines in certain areas
causing them to merge, and the absence of a single unified
authority responsible for managing all infrastructure sys-
tems centrally.

Geographically, modern Amman was built around the
Wadi Amman watercourse —alow-lying basin surrounded
by hills from which rainwater flows in winter, channelled
through valleys towards the main stream. The stream
was covered over in the 1960s, with a large culvert con-
structed beneath what is now Quraysh Street, in front of
the Roman Amphitheatre. This area—downtown Amman
— lies within the Wadi Abdoun basin, which spans approxi-
mately 105 square kilometres, stretching from Sweileh and
the University of Jordan in the north to Wadi al-Seer and
Marj Al Hamam in the west, and Rawdah to the south. All
water from across this catchment ultimately converges on
the city centre.

Dr. Ridwan Al Washah of the Civil Engineering Depart-
ment at the University of Jordan argues that addressing the
flow of water from the upper catchment requires a compre-
hensive plan — one that manages run-off at higher eleva-
tions before it reaches the low-lying basin. He advocates
a storage-based solution using retention ponds around
buildings to slow surface run-off. He notes that GAM has
recently begun implementing similar approaches through
nature-based solutions projectsin areas such as the Flowers
Triangle roundabout, but insists this must be scaled across
all Amman neighbourhoods.

Dr Nirmin Dalqamouni, head of the Architecture
Department at the Jordan University of Science and Tech-
nology, whose recent research examined flood manage-
ment policyin Amman, found thatinstitutional attention is
concentrated heavily on emergency response after flooding
occurs, with comparatively little investment in proactive
planning, long-term mitigation, and resilience-building
— particularly in older urban areas such as the city centre.

Dalqamouni argues that GAM possesses the human
and financial resources, as well as the policy frameworks,
to address flooding risk, but that a significant gap exists
between written plans and actual implementation. She is
particularly critical of reliance on engineering fixes without
acomprehensive governing strategy. “Itis as though we are
improvising,” she says. “Holistic thinking can actually pro-
duce simpler and less costly solutions.”

In summary, Amman’s recurring winter floods cannot
be explained simply by blocked drains or intensifying rain-
fall. The deeper causes lie in decades of unplanned urban
growth, weak enforcement of spatial planning, the conver-
sion of agricultural land and valley floors into residential
areas, ageing infrastructure unable to cope with present-
day run-off volumes, and fragmented institutional coor-
dination. As Alkalada concludes, sharing a video clip of a
doormat blocking a manhole as the principal explanation
will not solve a problem this structural. Only a genuinely
comprehensive approach will.

First published in Arabic by 7iber.com
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