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His Majesty King Abdullah and UAE President Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan hold talks on Monday to discuss regional

developments

King meets UAE president to
discuss regional developments

Two leaders condemn attacks on Jordan, UAE, call for intensified
efforts to reach comprehensive, sustainable calm

AMMAN (JT) — His
Majesty King Abdullah
and United Arab Emir-
ates President Sheikh
Mohamed Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan on Monday
discussed regional de-
velopments and means
to de-escalate the ten-

sions.

The two leaders,
during a meeting in
the UAE, condemned
attacks on Jordan and
the UAE, and infringe-
ments on their sover-
eignty, reiterating that
Arab countries have

not been part of the
ongoing war and did
not start it, but worked
to contain the crisis
and prevent drawing
the region into con-
flict, according to a
Royal Court statement.

His Majesty noted

that Jordan continues
to take all the neces-
sary measures to en-
sure the protection of
its citizens and main-
tain its security and
stability.

Continued on page 5

Crown Prince inaugurates rehabilitated
Jerash Comprehensive Healthcare Centre

AMMAN (JT) — HRH
Crown Prince Hussein
on Monday inaugurated
the rehabilitated Jerash
Comprehensive Health-
care Centre.

The rehabilitation
project was launched
last year under the di-
rectives of the Crown
Prince to improve the
quality of healthcare
services provided to
citizens in  Jerash,
and to promote digital
transformation in the
health sector, accord-
ing to a Royal Court
statement.

The project was
implemented by the
Ministry of Health
in cooperation with
the Himmetna Health
Association.

His Royal Highness
was briefed by Minis-
ter of Health Ibrahim
Bdour and Himmetna
President Fadia Sa-
mara on the refurbish-
ment of the healthcare
centre, which serves
more than 70,000 pa-
tients annually from
across Jerash Governo-
rate and neighbouring
areas.

Health Minister
Bdour said the project
reflects national ef-
forts to develop pri-
mary healthcare cen-
tres as the first point
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HRH Crown Prince Hussein on Monday inaugurates the rehabilitated Jerash Comprehensive

Healthcare Centre

of contact for diagnos-
ing and treating pa-
tients and for the early
detection of diseases,
transforming them into
modern, comprehen-
sive facilities that pro-
vide services seven
days a week, thereby
helping to strengthen
Jordan's healthcare
infrastructure.

For her part, Him-
metna President Sama-
ra explained that the
project involved work

to expand the centre,
establish new admin-
istrative and support
facilities, and develop
the infrastructure to
enable the provision of
more efficient and bet-
ter-organised primary
healthcare services.
The project also re-
sulted in the intro-
duction of new clin-
ics, including internal
medicine, telemedicine,
orthopaedics and men-
tal health, in order to

meet the needs of the
community in a broad-
er and more compre-
hensive manner, she
said.

Samara added that
the project focused on
improving the patient
journey by streamlin-
ing patient admission
and discharge proce-
dures and reducing
waiting times, thereby
enhancing privacy and
improving operational
efficiency.

Jordan condemns Iranian attack on
UAE, underlines Kingdom’s solidarity

AMMAN (JT) — The
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs on Monday con-
demned the Iranian
attack that targeted a
civilian vehicle in the Al
Bahia area of the UAE,
resulting in the death of
a civilian.

The ministry issued a
statement rejecting and
denouncing these "bru-

tal attacks", describ-
ing them as a "flagrant
violation of the UAE's
sovereignty" and a
"dangerous escalation"
that threatens regional
security and stability.
The ministry also un-
derscored Jordan's ab-
solute solidarity with
the UAE in the face of
Iranian aggression,

affirming the King-
dom's full support for
all measures taken by
the UAE to protect its
sovereignty,  security
and the safety of its
citizens.

The ministry also
expressed its deepest
condolences and sym-
pathies to the family of
the deceased.

Foreign minister, Egyptian
counterpart discuss regional tensions

AMMAN (JT) — Depu-
ty Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ay-
man Safadi on Monday
received Egyptian Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs,
Emigration and Egyp-
tian Expatriates Badr
Abdelatty to discuss
regional developments
and bilateral coordina-
tion.

The meeting, held in
implementation of di-
rectives from His Maj-
esty King Abdullah and
President Abdel Fattah
Al Sisi, follows a phone
call between the two
leaders on Sunday.

Both ministers un-
derscored the "deep-
rooted, historic broth-
erly relations" between
Jordan and Egypt and
the importance of joint
coordination to serve
mutual interests, ac-
cording to a Foreign
Ministry statement.

Safadi and Abde-
latty discussed the
repercussions of the
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Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi on Monday receives Egyptian
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Emigration and Egyptian Expatriates Badr Abdelatty

dangerous regional
escalation, exploring
prospects for restoring
calm and protecting
the region from an ex-
panded conflict. They
emphasised activating
diplomacy and joint

Arab action to address
current crises and
challenges

The two ministers
renewed their con-
demnation of Iranian
attacks on Jordan and
brotherly Gulf Arab

states, rejecting such
actions as an "unjusti-
fied escalation" and a
"flagrant violation of
international law and
state sovereignty".

Continued on page 5

'Significant’ Israeli ground offensive in Lebanon 'must be averted' — Western leaders' statement

Israel army says ground assault against Hizbollah under way in Lebanon

BERLIN (AFP) — The
leaders of five Western
countries said in a joint
statement on Monday
that a large-scale Is-
raeli ground operation
in Lebanon "must be
averted".

"A  significant Is-
raeli ground offensive
would have devastating
humanitarian conse-
quences and could lead
to a protracted conflict,”
said the joint statement
from the leaders of Can-
ada, France, Germany,
Italy and the United
Kingdom.

The statement said
that the leaders were
"gravely concerned by
the escalating violence

in Lebanon" and called
for "meaningful engage-
ment by Israeli and Leb-
anese representatives to
negotiate a sustainable
political solution".

Earlier on Monday
Israel's military said
it had launched "lim-
ited" ground operations
against Hizbollah in
southern Lebanon.

The leaders' state-
ment said that "the hu-
manitarian situation
in Lebanon, including
ongoing mass displace-
ment, is already deeply
alarming".

"We condemn Hizbol-
lah's decision to join Iran
in hostilities," the state-
ment said, adding: "We

stand in solidarity with
the Lebanese govern-
ment and people, who
have been unwillingly
drawn into conflict."

"Hizbollah's  attacks
on Israel and the tar
geting of civilians must
cease, and they must
disarm," they said.

The Israeli military
said on Monday it was
carrying out what it

described as "limited"
ground operations
against Hizbollah in

southern Lebanon, with
its defence minister
warning that those dis-
placed would not return
home until northern Is-
rael was secure.
Lebanon was drawn

into the Middle East
war on March 2 when
Tehran-backed Hizbol-
lah attacked Israel in
response to the killing of
Iranian supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
in US-Israeli strikes.

Israel responded with
air raids on its north-
ern neighbour and troop
incursions into border
areas.

Lebanon said on Mon-
day that Israeli attacks
have killed 886 people,
including 111 children,
in the country since
the latest war erupted.
More than 830,000 peo-
ple have registered as
displaced.

An Israeli military

statement said that in
recent days its troops
"have begun limited and
targeted ground opera-
tions against key Hiz-
bollah strongholds in
southern Lebanon".
"This activity is part
of broader defensive ef-
forts to establish and
strengthen a forward
defensive posture, which
includes the dismantling
of terrorist infrastruc-
ture and the elimination
of terrorists operating
in the area, in order to
remove threats and cre-
ate an additional layer of
security for residents of
northern Israel," it said.

Continued on page 5

AFP photo

Smoke plumes rise following Israeli bombardment on the
village of Khiam in southern Lebanon near the border with
Israel, as seen from nearby Marjayoun, on Monday

Western allies
push back on
Trump call for

NATO help to
reopen Hormuz

LONDON (AFP) —
NATO allies and oth-
er Western nations
pushed back on Mon-
day on US President
Donald Trump's de-
mand that alliance
members help reopen
the Strait of Hormuz,
the critical conduit for
crude oil that Iran has
effectively closed.

UK Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer said
London was working
with allies to craft a
"viable" plan to reo-
pen the waterway,
but ruled out a NATO
mission, while Berlin
insisted it was "not
NATO's war".

Polish Foreign Min-
ister Radoslaw Sikor-
ski noted the coun-
try's president had
already "ruled out the
participation of the
Polish Armed Forces

in this operation”
as Spanish Defence
Minister = Margarita

Robles said Madrid
was "absolutely not"
mulling a military
contribution.

The lukewarm re-
sponse from Europe-
an capitals came after
Japan and Australia
voiced similar senti-
ments earlier Monday,
with Canberra noting
it would not be send-
ing a navy ship to the
Strait of Hormuz.

Trump over the
weekend called on
countries  including
China, France, Ja-
pan, South Korea and
Britain to send war-
ships to escort tank-
ers through the strait,
warning refusing
would be "very bad for
the future of NATO".

Continued on page 5
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Jordan’s Bianca Alassaf

on Asian Games, Olympic dream

By Osama Alkafri

AMMAN — Jordanian
rider Bianca Alassaf is
aiming to place the King-
dom on the international
equestrian map as she
prepares to represent
Jordan in dressage at the
upcoming Asian Games
in Japan, a milestone that
could also pave the way to-
wards the Olympic Games
in the coming years.

If successful, Alassaf
would become the first
Jordanian woman to com-
pete in dressage at the
Asian Games, marking a
historic step not only in
her personal career but
also for the development
of the discipline in the
Kingdom.

“Preparing to repre-
sent Jordan at the Asian
Games in Japan is an in-
credibly special milestone
in my career,” Alassaf said.

“This historic oppor-
tunity would not only be
a personal honour, but
also a milestone for Jor-
dan, as it would mark the
first time a female athlete
represents the country
in dressage at the Asian
Games,” she added.

Dressage, often de-
scribed as the art of har
mony between rider and
horse, demands excep-
tional discipline, techni-
cal precision and years of
specialised training. While
Jordan has a long-stand-
ing equestrian heritage,
dressage remains a de-
veloping discipline com-
pared with other eques-
trian sports.

Alassaf hopes that her
participation on the in-
ternational stage will
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Jordanian rider Bianca Alassaf is aiming to place the Kingdom on the international equestrian map as she prepares to represent
Jordan in dressage at the upcoming Asian Games in Japan

help spotlight the sport’s
potential in the Kingdom
while inspiring more
women to pursue profes-
sional equestrian careers.

“My goal is to contrib-
ute to the development of
dressage in the country,
to empower fellow wom-
en in the region, and to
bring Jordan to the global
stage,” she said.

She also expressed ap-
preciation for the encour-
agement of HRH Princess
Alia Bint Al Hussein, pres-
ident of the Royal Jorda-
nian Equestrian Federa-
tion, whose long-standing
advocacy for equestrian

sport and animal welfare
has played an important
role in developing the
sector.

“I admire her greatly,
not only for her leader-
ship in developing eques-
trian sport in Jordan, but
also because she is such
a strong advocate for
animal welfare,” Alassaf
noted.

The journey to elite-lev-
el competition, however,
has not come without
obstacles. As a pioneer
in the sport, Alassaf said
that she had to overcome
scepticism and structural
limitations, including ac-

cess to specialised train-
ing and international
competitions.

“As the first Jordanian
woman to compete at this
level in dressage, I have
faced many challenges,
from convincing people
to take my ambitions seri-
ously to finding the finan-
cial and structural sup-
port,” she noted.

To access top-level
coaching and competition
exposure, Alassaf travels
weekly between Jordan

and The Netherlands,
where she trains and
competes internation-

ally, a demanding sched-

ule both logistically and
financially.

Another challenge has
been confronting stere-
otypes about women in
elite sport. “In some con-
texts, people may not ex-
pect to see a Jordanian
woman competing at the
highest international lev-
el,” she said. “Rather than
seeing that as a barrier,
I've used it as motivation
to keep pushing forward
and proving what is
possible.”

Corporate support has
also played a key role in
sustaining her ambitions.
Alassaf is backed by ma-

jor sponsors including
Royal Jordanian Airlines
and GWM Motors, whose
support helps cover the
substantial costs asso-
ciated with equestrian
sport.

Unlike many other dis-
ciplines, equestrian com-
petition involves ongoing
expenses ranging from
horse care and specialised
equipment to internation-
al travel and training.

“Corporate backing
plays a crucial role in
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sustaining an elite eques-
trian career in Jordan,”
Alassaf said. “Having the
support of major spon-
sors allows me to focus
fully on performance and
development.”

Beyond financial as-
sistance, she added, cor-
porate partnerships also
help increase visibility for
the sport in Jordan and
across the region.

“When respected com-
panies invest in athletes, it
shows confidence in their

potential and encourages
a broader culture of sup-
port for sports,” she said.
Alassaf  has also
launched an initiative ti-
tled “The Empowering
Girls and Women Project
through Equestrian Ex-
cellence”, designed to
provide Jordanian girls
and women with greater
access to equestrian sport
while helping them build
confidence and life skills.
“I hope that my partici-
pation shows young girls
in Jordan that it is possi-
ble to dream big and pur-
sue sport at a professional
level,” she said. “If my
journey can help young
girls believe that they can
follow their passion, then
that would be incredibly
meaningful to me.”
Looking ahead, Alas-
saf sees the Olympics
as a long-term goal but
emphasises that build-
ing Jordan's presence in
international  dressage

will require sustained
collaboration.
“Strengthening the

sport will require con-
tinued support from the
federation and sponsors,
greater access to high-
level training, and more
opportunities for riders to
compete internationally,”
she said.

Ultimately, her ambi-
tion extends beyond indi-
vidual success. “My hope
is not only to compete
internationally as an indi-
vidual rider;” Alassaf said,
“but eventually to see Jor-
dan represented by a full
team, especially a team of
Jordanian women, com-
peting together on the in-
ternational stage.”
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The Ministry of Digital Economy and Entrepreneurship introduces a service enabling users to
pay Zakat Al Fitr through the government’s Sanad App

Paying Zakat Al Fitr now available
through Sanad — ministry

AMMAN JT) —The
Ministry of Digital
Economy and Entre-
preneurship has intro-
duced a service ena-
bling users to pay Zakat
Al Fitr through the gov-
ernment’s Sanad App.

To use the service,
users are required to
update the application,
after which a dedicated
icon will appear allow-
ing them to complete
the payment electroni-
cally, Al Mamlaka TV re-
ported on Monday.

The service allows
users to pay on behalf
of one or more indi-
viduals based on the

amount previously set
by the General Iftaa
Department.

The application al-
lows users to add an op-
tional additional char-
ity amount, displaying
the total amount before
completing the process.

Users then press “Pay
Zakat Al Fitr”, after
which they can choose
a payment method from
a bank account, a card,
or Apple Pay before con-
firming the payment.

Earlier, the Iftaa
Council of Research
and Islamic Studies
estimated the value of
Zakat Al Fitr for 2026 at

JD1.8 per person.

It also set the mini-
mum amount for the (Fi-
dyat Taam Al Miskeen),
paid by those unable to
fast due to old age orill-
ness, at JD1 per day.

Zakat Al Fitr is paid in
Ramadan by each Mus-
lim until the sunrise of
Eid Al Fitr, on the first
day of the lunar month
of Shawwal.

This zakat was origi-
nally paid in wheat,
dates and other kinds
of food, but modern
Islamic jurisprudence
authorities have agreed
that it can be paid in
cash.

ARCHAEOLOGY

Qasr Hallabat reveals advanced
Byzantine water-harvesting system

By Saeb Rawashdeh

AMMAN — Qasr Hal-
labat was an integral
part of the Limes Ara-
bicus, located in the
north-eastern part of
Jordan, built during
the Severan Dynasty
(193 AD -235 AD).

During the Byzantine
Period (5th -6th centu-
ries AD) it was rebuilt,
expanded and proba-
bly served as a monas-
tic complex in Ghassa-
nid time.

After the demise of
Roman rule and the
Muslim conquest of
the Levant, it was oc-
cupied and refurbished
into an Umayyad Qasr
in the 7th-8th century
AD before being aban-
doned after the cata-
strophic earthquake of
749 AD which ravished
the region and its ma-
jor urban centres.

"The limestone well-
head was found, bro-
ken into six fragments,
at the bottom of a
cistern located in the
main courtyard of Qasr
Hallabat during the ex-
cavation and restora-
tion campaigns direct-
ed by me between 2002
and 2012," Professor
Ignacio Arce said.

He added that this
cistern is located in the
northern area of the
main courtyard and
has a rounded but ir-
regular shape in plan,
no more than three me-
tres in depth and two
metres in diameter,
approximately.

Its walls were plas-
tered with an impervi-
ous lime mortar ren-
dering. A square pillar
was built in the cen-
tre, on which rested a
series of stone beams
(most of them of ba-
salt) arranged radially.

These beams sup-
ported the limestone

The Umayyad wellhead from Qasr Hallabat

flagstones of the court-
yard pavement and
the wellhead on top
of them. The earth-
quake that destroyed
the building in 749
AD fractured some of
these radial beams,
causing the roof of the
cistern to collapse and
the wellhead to shatter
into pieces, the profes-
sor underlined.

"Qasr Hallabat
stands in an area close
to the 200mm precipi-
tation isojet that de-
fines the boundary be-
tween the desert and
the sown.”

“This means that this
is an area that gets
very scarce annual pre-
cipitation, and where
an adequate rainwater
harvesting system that
does not waste a drop
of water is essential
for survival and to en-
sure the sustainabil-
ity of a permanently
inhabited settlement,"
Arce underlined.

The wellhead is just
the most visible com-
ponent of this system,
and the one that bears
artistic and symbolic

values linked to the
decoration carved on
its walls.

‘These elements
have two lateral
continuous
protrusions that
help channeling
down the water
along these
plaster gutters’

However, other rel-
evant intangible values
related to its cultural
and technical back-
ground (not so obvi-
ous) are embodied in
the water collection
system itself, which
predates the wellhead,
and in its constituent
features, which we will
briefly analyse below.

The water collect-
ed from the building
rooftops is channelled
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down to the ground
using a sort of open
gutter system (Arabic,
singular, mizrab) made
of lime mortar plaster
and consisting of verti-
cal plaster bands, Arce
continued.

“These elements have
two lateral continu-
ous protrusions that
help channeling down
the water along these
plaster gutters, which
to the uninformed eye
appear as a series of
decorative pilasters.”

“These elements were
built in the 6th century
AD using an extremely
resistant and sturdy
lime mortar plaster,
the characteristics of
which correspond ex-
actly to those of the so-
called ‘Qaddad’ [also
spelled Qudad or Qa-
dad]," Arce noted.

Qaddad is a lime
mortar produced in
Yemen and adjacent
areas of southern Ara-
bia, with the addition
of crushed volcanic
tuff as a pozzolanic
hydraulic agent, then
rubbed and polished
with a chamois skin

and lime-water (water
in which quicklime is
slaked to produce lime

putty).
These ingredients
and the related produc-

tion processes ensure
a deep carbonisation,
providing this lime
plaster with a unique
hardness, resistance
and  durability, he
elaborated, noting that
various decorative fea-
tures (including some
animal figures) made
with this sort of plas-
ter are also applied
onto the basalt-built
walls.

"Some of these fea-
tures applied with this
lime-mortar  plaster
were found beneath the
remains of the plaster
and stucco revetments
from the Umayyad pe-
riod, demonstrating
stratigraphically their
chronological frame-
work of production,
dated the 6th century
AD," Arce said.

This type of gutter
and the related deco-
rative features applied
using this same type
of mortar plaster of
South Arabian origin
would be part of the
Ghassanid Period re-
furbishments of the
complex, dated to the
6th century AD.

"As part of this re-
furbishment, basalt
blocks reused for the
construction of the
walls were brought
from afar [some of
which  bear frag-
ments of the Anasta-
sius Edict] in order to
intentionally achieve
a black background
for the walls, against
which these gutters
looked like white plas-
ter bands, and the oth-
er decorative elements,
would offer a sharp
chromatic contrast,"
Arce underscored.
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Safadi holds calls with Kuwaiti, Saudi AT A GLANCE
counterparts on regional escalation

AMMAN (JT) — Depu-
ty Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign
Affairs Ayman Safadi
held a phone call on
Monday with his Ku-
waiti counterpart Jar-
rah Jaber Al Ahmad Al
Subah, during which
the two ministers
renewed their con-
demnation of Iranian
attacks targeting Jor-
dan, Kuwait and other
Arab Gulf countries.
During the call, the
ministers also dis-
cussed the dangerous
escalationin the region

and prospects for de-
escalation through di-
plomacy in a way that
guarantees  regional
security and stability
while respecting the
sovereignty of states,
according to a Foreign
Ministry statement.
Also on Saturday, Sa-
fadi held a phone call
with Saudi Foreign
Minister Faisal Bin
Farhan Al Saud to dis-
cuss the dangerous es-
calation in the region
and its implications
for regional and inter-
national security and

stability.

During the call, the
two ministers also
discussed prospects
for restoring calm
through diplomatic ef-
forts in a way that en-
sures regional security
and stability and re-
spects the sovereignty
of states, according
to a foreign ministry
statement.

They reiterated their
condemnation of the
"unjustified" Iranian
attacks targeting Jor-
dan and Gulf coun-
tries' territories.

Ayman Safadi

Jarrah Jaber
Al Ahmad Al Subah

Faisal Bin Farhan Al Saud
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Public Security Directorate

PSD handles over 350 reports
of falling debris across Kingdom

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN —The Public
Security  Directorate
(PSD) said on Monday
that emergency service
personnel dealt with
over 350 reports of in-
cidents caused by fall-
ing objects and debris
across most governo-
rates of the Kingdom
since  February 28,
with no new injuries

The Civil Defence
Department and police
personnel  inspected
356 scenes of debris
and falling objects, Po-
lice Spokesperson Lit.
Col. Amer Sartawi said.

“There was only one
reported minor injury
of a child in Irbid,” Sar-
tawi told The Jordan
Times.

Sartawi urged citi-
zens to adhere to in-

the PSD and relevant
authorities and to con-
tact the unified emer-
gency number (911)
in the event of any
sightings.

The police official re-
iterated previous calls
by the PSD to refrain
from approaching any
suspicious object un-
der any circumstances
due to the extreme dan-
ger it may pose to the

Committee commends Kingdom'’s
resilience, JAF professionalism

ANMMAN (JT) — The Par-
liamentary Foreign Af-
fairs Committee on Mon-
day expressed pride in
the heroism and pivotal
role of the Jordan Armed
Forces-the Arab Army
(JAF) in defending the
Kingdom and safeguard-
ing its stability.

In a press release, the
committee praised the
efficiency and vigilance
of the Kingdom's defend-
ers in countering exter-
nal threats, reiterating
that Jordan's security
and sovereignty are a red
line.

It also emphasised
that the Kingdom re-
mains resilient thanks
to its Hashemite leader-
ship and the profession-
alism and strength of its
military.

The statement high-
lighted that under the
leadership of His Maj-
esty King Abdullah, Jor-
dan continues to address
regional challenges with
wisdom and competence.

“The exceptional ef-
forts of our brave sol-
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The Parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee on Monday
stressed that the Kingdom remains resilient thanks to its
Hashemite leadership and the professionalism and strength

of its military

Kingdom’s skies and land
provide reassurance to
all and reflect the high
readiness of our military
and security institutions
amid the delicate region-
al circumstances,” the
committee said.

The committee also
reiterated its condemna-
tion of Israeli occupation
authorities’ violations at
the Al Agsa Mosque, in-
cluding barring worship-
pers from the holy site.

It warned of the conse-
quences of these provoc-

aim to alter the historical
and legal status quo in
Jerusalem. It urged in-
ternational parliaments
to take immediate action
to halt practices that un-
dermine prospects for
peace.

The committee said
it is coordinating with
the Ministry of Foreign
and Expatriate Affairs to
monitor the situation of
Jordanians abroad, reaf-
firming its commitment
to ensuring their safety
and providing all neces-

Customs clearance sector records
1.14m declarations in 2025 — AOCT

panies operating in
the Kingdom's cus-
toms clearance sector
recorded a '"historic
high" of 1.144 mil-
lion customs decla-
rations in 2025, up
from 952,000 declara-
tions in 2024, across
various customs and
border centres, the
Association of Own-
ers of Clearance and
Transport Compa-
nies (AOCTC) said on
Monday.

During the annu-
al general assembly
meeting, AOCTC Presi-
dent Dhaifallah Abu
Agouleh said that the
assembly approved the
association’s admin-
istrative and finan-
cial reports for 2025,
reaffirming its com-

The Association of Owners of Clearance and Transport Companies on Monday stresssthe
association’s continued efforts to strengthen the operational and administrative capacities of
companies in the sector

mitment to transpar-
ency and improving
institutional perform-

ance. Members also
appointed a certified
auditor for the coming

period.
The assembly
stressed the associa-

to strengthen the op-
erational and admin-
istrative capacities of
companies in the sec-
tor, while addressing
challenges  affecting
the industry in ways
that serve members’
interests and support
the development of
Jordan’s economic and
transport sectors, the
Jordan News Agency,
Petra, reported.

During the meet-
ing, Abu Aqouleh said
companies in the
sector remain com-
mitted to providing
high-quality services
to various economic
sectors, helping en-
sure the smooth flow
of goods in the local
market, particularly
amid current regional

He added that cus-
toms clearance pro-
cedures at border
crossings and customs
centres are continuing
normally.

Jordan currently has
467 licensed customs
clearance companies,
operating through
around 2,000 branches
at customs and border
centres  nationwide,
providing approxi-
mately 10,000 jobs for
Jordanians.

Established in 1982
and registered with
the Ministry of Labour,
the association aims to
support the sector, ad-
dress challenges fac-
ing its workers, and
enhance professional
standards and work-
force efficiency.

DEVELOPMENT

Prince Mired visits
military retirees in Ajloun

AMMAN (JT) — Prince Mired, chief chamberlain
and chairman of the Board of Directors of the
Hashemite Commission for Disabled Military Per-
sonnel (HCDMP), on Monday continued his visits
to several military retirees in the Ajloun Governo-
rate as part of the commission’s annual Ramadan
campaign. During the visits, Prince Mired was
briefed on the health conditions and needs of the
veterans, according to a commission statement.
His Highness underlined the HCDMP's commit-
ment, under Royal directives, to maintain direct
communication with military retirees and provide
them with the highest standards of care and re-
habilitation services. Concluding this year’s Ra-
madan visitation programme, the Prince stressed
that the commission will continue to support
disabled military personnel and enhance the care
provided to them, ensuring a dignified life for the
veterans and their families.

Momani pays tribute
to journalist Jamal Rayyan

AMMAN (JT) — Minis-
ter of Government Com-
munication Mohammad
Momani on Monday paid
tribute to veteran jour-
nalist Jamal Rayyan, who
passed away after a long
career in the media field.
In a post on X, Momani
reflected on Rayyan's
professional journey,
which began at the Jordan Radio and Television
Corporation before he went on to contribute to the
development of several major media institutions.
Momani said Rayyan's career mirrors that of many
graduates of Jordan’s national media institutions
who carried the responsibility of the profession af-
ter learning its foundations in the Kingdom.

Education Ministry
sets school hours after Ramadan

AMMAN (JT) — The Ministry of Education
has circulated new official working hours for
schools to education directorates, to take ef-
fect after the end of Ramadan, starting on the
morning of March 24. Ministry Spokesperson
Mahmoud Hyasat said on Monday that working
hours at education directorates will run from
8:00am to 3:00pm following the Eid Al Fitr hol-
iday, Al Mamlaka TV reported. He added that
the first class period in single-shift schools
will begin at 8:00am, with each period lasting
45 minutes. In double-shift schools, the morn-
ing session will start at 7:00am, with each class
lasting 40 minutes, while the afternoon shift
will begin at 12:30pm, Hyasat said.

SSC postpones loan installment
deductions for retirees in March

AMMAN (JT) —
The Social Se-

curity Corpora- 5 L \,
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March. SSC As-
sistant Direc-
tor General for Insurance Shaman Majali said
the decision was approved by the corporation’s
board of directors and applies to personal
loans granted to Social Security retirees, the
Jordan News Agency, Petra, reported. Majali
said March pension payments will be depos-
ited in retirees’ bank accounts on Wednesday,
earlier than the usual schedule. He noted that
the decision to advance pension payments and
defer loan installment deductions aims to ease
financial commitments for retirees ahead of
the Eid Al Fitr holiday. Majali also confirmed
that no additional interest will be applied as a
result of postponing the loan installments.

PDTRA holds consultative meeting to address tourism challenges in Petra

AMMAN (JT) The
Petra Development and
Tourism Region Author-
ity (PDTRA) on Mon-
day held an expanded
consultative meeting to
discuss the impact of
current regional devel-
opments on tourism in
Petra.

The meeting, chaired
by PDTRA Board Chair-
man Adnan Al Swaeer
and attended by board
members and tourism
sector representatives,
addressed  challenges
arising from a recent de-
cline in visitor numbers
and discussed measures

to support workers and
tourism establishments.

The group will

continue its

work beyond

the current

crisis

Participants agreed to
establish a joint work-
ing group comprising
the Petra Authority and

tourism sector repre-
sentatives to monitor

developments in real
time and implement ur-
gent measures to sup-
port the sector’s sus-
tainability. The group
will continue its work
beyond the current
crisis, Al Mamlaka TV
reported.

Officials also dis-
cussed the sector’s and
Petra’s readiness for
the first day after the
crisis, as well as recov-
ery strategies. These in-
clude enhancing coordi-
nation between relevant
entities, revitalising
tourism and promo-
tional programmes, and

liaising with interna-
tional tour operators to
ensure the swift return
of organised tours to the
“Rose City”".

Swaeer emphasised
the importance of regu-
lar consultative meet-
ings with tourism sec-
tor representatives to
ensure direct feedback
on challenges and to
develop practical solu-
tions to support the sec-
tor's resilience.

He stressed that the
Petra Authority places
the interests of both the
tourism sector and lo-
cal communities at the

forefront and will con-
tinue coordinating with
government agencies to
mitigate the impact of
declining tourism and
support workers.

Tourism sector repre-
sentatives outlined the
main challenges fac-
ing establishments and
staff, proposing a sup-
port package covering
social security, electric-
ity, water, and taxes, in
addition to direct finan-
cial assistance to help
businesses sustain op-
erations and retain their
workforce during this
period.
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The Petra Development and Tourism Region Authority on Monday holds an expanded
consultative meeting to discuss the impact of current regional developments on tourism in

Petra
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South Lebanon’s Christian towns insist they
are not part of Israel-Hizbollah war

AIN EBEL, Lebanon (AFP)
— In southern Lebanon'’s
Ain Ebel, close to the bor-
der with Israel, Suad Jal-
lad holds a poster of her
son, killed by Israel last
week, saying she would
rather be buried next to
him than leave.

Ain Ebel, a village
filled with red-riled
roofs and surrounded
by olive groves, is one of
few Christian villages
in the Bint Jbeil district
whose residents refuse to
evacuate, insisting they
are not a party to the
war between Israel and
Hizbollah.

“We live in fear and
terror,” the 56-year-old
said, indicating the po-
sitions from which she
says Hizbollah and Israel
fire at one another, insist-
ing that “despite this, we
stayed in the village”.

Shadi Ammar, Jallad’s
22-year-old son, was
killed with two other res-
idents by an Israeli drone
strike last week, as they
were trying to repair the
Internet connection on a
roof, according to Leba-
non's state-run National
News Agency.

“He did not want to
leave the town. He stayed,
but is now in the cem-
etery,” she told AFP, sob-
bing in the church hall.

Lebanon was drawn
into the Middle East war
on March 2 when Tehran-
backed Hizbollah at-
tacked Israel in response
to the killing of Iranian
supreme leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei in US-
Israeli strikes.

Israel, which never
stopped bombing Leba-
non despite a 2024 cease-
fire, responded with air
raids on its northern
neighbour and troop
incursions into border
areas.

“T used to tell him to
travel and get his life in
order... He'd say, T won't
leave Ain Ebel,” Jallad
said.

The town finds itself
surrounded by Israeli
strikes respond to rocket
fires from Hizbollah in

AFP photo

Suad Jallad, whose son Shadi was killed earlier this week by an Israeli air strike in the southern
lebanese border village of Ain Ebel, receives condolences from the Apostolic Nuncio to Lebanon
during his visit to the village on Monday

nearby areas.

“We were living in pov-
erty and scarcity, and we
used to say, “Thank God',”
Jalad said.

“But to betray our chil-
dren like this and kill
them? Why? They had
nothing to fight them
with... It is a shame that
their blood was shed in
vain.”

‘Bury me next to my son’

After participating in a
prayer service attended
by the Papal Nuncio to
Lebanon, Paolo Borgia,
who is touring Chris-
tian towns near the bor-
der, Jallad wept for her
young son, holding a
photograph of him.

His death reminded
her of her mother’s an-
guish when Jallad’s
brother was killed dec-
ades earlier.

“I lived through the
same experience.Iwas 14
when my brother died,”
she said, adding that “he
was in the South Leba-
non Army at the time...
He died at the age of 21”.

The South Lebanon
Army started operating
during the 1980s in the
border region of south-
ern Lebanon, under Is-

raeli
2000.

The Christian-majority
force consisted of defect-
ed Lebanese army offic-
ers and soldiers, as well
as recruits from the area,
and was loyal to Israel.

Israel has fought three
major wars with Hizbol-
lah since its occupation
ended.

“We did not choose this
war, nor do we want it,
but we chose to stay,” Ain
Ebel Mayor Ayoub Khre-
ich said in front of a Pa-
pal delegation.

Maroun Nassif, a mu-
nicipal council member
in neighbouring Debl,
told AFP “we are paying
the price for policies we
did not choose”.

“We are forced to sac-
rifice and risk our very
existence in this area so
that we do not lose our
land, our homes, our vil-
lages and become refu-
gees with nowhere to go.”

“We are forced to stay
in our villages so that we
can still have a village,”
he added, reflecting fears
that their homes will be
used for Hizbollah's mili-
tary operations, making
them targets for Israeli
raids.

In Rmeish, another

occupation until

town that overlooks Is-
rael, women gathered
around an aid con-
voy from a Catholic
organisation.

“Since I was little, the
town has been bombed...
there has always been
war,” Elvira Al Amil, a
mother of three, said.

“We grew up with war
and said it would end...
but now my children are
still living through war.”

Residents of the Chris-
tian border towns refuse
to leave, believing they
will remain safe from Is-
raeli fire.

However, residents of
Alma Al Shaab, a town
in the Tyre district, were
forced to evacuate last
week under Israeli or-
ders, the reason for
which remains unclear.

In Ain Ebel’s cemetery,
Jallad caresses her son's
tombstone, surrounded
by women trying to com-
fort her.

“Twon't leave...let them
bury me next to my son,”
she said.

“Why would we leave?
We are not fighting any-
one. We are not fighting it
[Israel] nor are we fight-
ing them [Hizbollah].
They are the ones fight-
ing us.”

Blasts rock Kyiv in rare daytime Russian attack — AFP

KYIV, Ukraine (AFP) —
Explosions rang out
over the Ukrainian cap-
ital on Monday and AFP
journalists witnessed
air defence batteries
fending off a barrage
of Russian projectiles
during a rare daytime
attack on Kyiv.

Russian forces have
stepped up long-range
drone and missile at-
tacks over  recent

months, mainly target-
ing energy facilities.

The barrage comes as
US-led efforts to bring
Kyiv and Moscow to the
negotiating table ap-
pear to have been de-
railed by the US-Israeli
war with Iran.

“Drone debris has
fallen in the very centre
of the capital city. There
are no fires or casual-
ties. The enemy attack

on Kyiv continues,”
Mayor Vitaliy Klitschko
wrote on social media,
as more explosions ech-
oed over the city.

AFP journalists saw
flashes and clouds of
smoke, as residents of
the capital sought cover
during rush hour.

The Ukrainian air
force meanwhile
warned of a “high-

speed target” aimed at

Kyiv coming from the
north of the country,
which borders Russia.

Russia's invasion
of Ukraine in Febru-
ary 2022 sparked the
bloodiest war in Eu-
rope since World War
11, forcing the displace-
ment of millions and
killing hundreds of
thousands of soldiers
and civilians on both
sides.

Iran, at UN, insists will not submit to ‘lawless aggression’

GENEVA (AFP) — Iran
vowed at the United Na-
tions on Monday that
it would not submit to
“lawless aggression”,
saying its citizens were
in “grave danger” from US
and Israeli strikes.

At the UN Human
Rights Council in Gene-
va, where countries were
discussing the rights
situation in Iran — nota-
bly following its deadly
crackdown on protesters
in recent months — Te-
hran said the focus in-
stead should be on the
Middle East war.

“The most urgent and
fundamental human
rights issue concern-
ing Iran is the imminent
threat to the lives of 90
million people whose

lives are in immediate
and grave danger under
the shadow of reckless
military aggression,”
said Ali Bahreini, Iran’s
ambassador to the UN in
Geneva.

“An aggression that is
carried out by some of
the most lawless and un-
scrupulous actors on the
international stage.”

Bahreini said that if
such “reckless milita-
rism” was met with indif-
ference, “Iran will most
certainly not be the last
country to suffer such
treatment.”

On February 28, the US
and Israel launched the
first wave of attacks in
a war that has seen Iran
strike targets in multi-
ple countries around the

Gulf in response.

During a session on
Iran's record, Bahreini
urged the UN'’s top rights
body to instead discuss
the Iranian cultural her-
itage under “indiscrimi-
nate” attack and “the
innocent children mas-
sacred at their school
desks”.

Iran has accused the
United States and Israel
of conducting a deadly
missile attack on a school
in the southern city of
Minab. Washington has
said it is investigating the
incident. AFP does not
have access to the site.

The ambassador said
more than 1,300 people
had been killed in Iran
and more than 7,000 in-
jured since the US-Israeli

strikes began.

“Under such circum-
stances, what exactly is
Iran expected to do?” he
asked, insisting: “Iran is
not a nation that submits
to coercion, intimidation
or lawless aggression.”

The six Gulf Coopera-
tion Council countries,
plus Jordan, condemned
Iran’s attacks on their
territories, saying they
endangered regional se-
curity and civilian lives,
and “cannot be justified
under any pretext”.

The Human Rights
Council was holding an
interactive dialogue be-
tween nations and the
council’s special rappor-
teur on rights in Iran and
its fact-finding mission
on the country.

Iran defiant as strikes hit
Gulf transport, energy hubs

OCCUPIED JERUSA-
LEM (AFP) — Iran said
it was ready to take
the Middle East war
“as far as necessary”
as it launched strikes
across the region on
Monday, while Donald
Trump piled pressure
on world powers to
help reopen a shipping
lane choked off by the
Islamic republic.

Global oil prices have
surged by 40 to 50 per
cent as Iran has at-
tacked shipping in the
Strait of Hormuz and
launched waves of
strikes in the Gulf, in
retaliation for the war
launched against it by
the United States and
Israel.

Iran’s Revolutionary
Guard said on Monday
they had targeted Tel
Aviv and Ben Gurion
Airport in Israel, as
well as military bases
used by US forces in
the United Arab Emir-
ates and Bahrain.

“By now they have
learned a good lesson
and understood what
kind of nation they
are dealing with, one
that does not hesitate
to defend itself and is
ready to continue the
war wherever it may
lead, and take it as far
as necessary,” Foreign
Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi told reporters in
Tehran.

A drone sparked a
fuel tank fire near Du-
bai airport, disrupting
travel, while a missile
killed a civilian in their
car in Abu Dhabi and
another drone sparked
a blaze in an area hous-
ing oil infrastructure
in the eastern emirate
of Fujairah.

“It has been a diffi-
cult few weeks hearing
explosions regularly,
but the Iranian attacks
followed me in my last
hours before I could fly
back home,” a witness
at Dubai airport told
AFP, adding that pas-
sengers had been evac-
uated to a lower floor
after the attack.

Explosions hit the
Iranian capital on
Monday as air defence
systems were activat-
ed, an AFP journalist
said and Israel said it
had also targeted the
cities of Shiraz and
Tabriz.

More than two weeks
into the Middle East
war, Israeli military
spokesman Brigadier
General Effie Defrin
said they still had
“thousands of targets
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An Emirates Boeing 777 aircraft prepares for landing as a smoke plume rises from an ongoing
fire near Dubai International Airport in Dubai on Monday

in Iran, and we are
identifying new targets
every day”.

‘Very bad’

EU foreign ministers
were gathering Mon-
day to discuss extend-
ing the bloc’s Red Sea
naval mission, the
bloc’s top diplomat
Kaja Kallas said.

US President Trump
called this weekend
for countries including
China, France, Japan,
South Korea and Brit-
ain to send warships to
escort tankers through
the Strait of Hormuz
that normally car-
ries one fifth of global
crude.

Trump told the Fi-
nancial Times it would
be “very bad for the
future of NATO" if
they refused, and he
has threatened to de-
lay a planned summit
with Chinese leader Xi
Jinping.

In Britain, Prime
Minister Keir Starmer
said he was working
with allies on a “vi-
able” plan to reopen
the Strait of Hormuz,
but he said any effort
would not be a NATO
mission.

Japan and Australia
have said they are not
planning deployments.

Lebanon ground
assault

On another key front
in the wider war, Israel
announced the launch
of “limited ground op-
erations” against Iran-
backed Hizbollah in
southern Lebanon
“aimed at enhancing

the forward defence
area”.

Lebanon was drawn
into the Middle East
war on March 2 when
Hizbollah attacked Is-
rael in response to the
killing of Iranian su-
preme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei.

“We have identified
Hizbollah is intending
to expand their opera-
tions... and firing hun-
dreds of rockets a day”
toward Israel, military
spokesman Lt. Col. Na-
dav Shoshani said in a
briefing.

The army'’s
nouncement echoed
statements issued in
2024, when Israel and
Hizbollah  fought a
major war in Lebanon,
and during the start of
operations in Gaza in
2023.

There were fresh Is-
raeli strikes on Sunday
on the southern sub-
urbs of Beirut, a Hiz-
bollah bastion usually
home to hundreds of
thousands of people.

Israel has ordered
evacuations on an
unprecedented  scale
across vast areas of
Lebanon since the war
began, sparking a ma-
jor displacement crisis.

an-

Saudi, UAE call

The war has engulfed
much of the region,
with Iran responding
to Israeli and US strikes
with attacks against at
least 10 countries that
host US forces.

Saudi Arabia inter-
cepted more than 60
drones overnight, its
defence ministry said
on Monday, and Iraqi

authorities said rock-
ets wounded five peo-
ple at Baghdad’s air-
port, which houses a
US diplomatic facility.

Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed Bin Sal-
man and  Emirati
President =~ Mohamed
Bin Zayed expressed
solidarity against “the
continued and blatant
Iranian attacks” in a
call on Monday, ac-
cording to a statement
published by Emirati
media.

The statement did
not make explicit refer-
ence to US and Israeli
strikes in Iran.

Iran's  Revolution-
ary Guard said some
700 missiles and 3,600
drones had been fired
at US and Israeli tar-
gets so far.

Despite the violence
and 17 days of Internet
blackout, some Irani-
ans have sought to re-
store some normalcy in
recent days.

Traffic was busier
over the weekend, AFP
journalists saw, with
some cafes and restau-
rants reopening and
more than a third of
stalls in the Tajrish ba-
zaar, a popular shop-
ping hub, open ahead
of the upcoming Per-
sian new year.

More than 1,200 Ira-
nians have been killed
by US and Israeli
strikes, according to
the last toll from Iran's
health ministry on
March 8, which could
not be independently
verified.

The UN refugee agen-
cy says up to 3.2 mil-
lion people have been
displaced in Iran.

Sudan paramilitary launches two-pronged attack on Kordofan

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Su-
dan’s paramilitary Rap-
id Support Forces (RSF)
launched coordinated at-
tacks on Monday in the
Kordofan region in a bid
to isolate a strategic city,
while also carrying out
assaults on towns along
the border with Chad,
RSF and army sources
said.

Paramilitary fighters
simultaneously hit the
North Kordofan city of
Bara, according to a par-
amilitary source, as well
as the South Kordofan
city of Dilling, accord-
ing to another from the
army, striking two step-
ping stones on the way
to the major hub of El
Obeid.

Both sources request-
ed anonymity because
they were not authorised
to speak to the media.

Kordofan is currently
the fiercest battlefield
in the three-year war
between the army and
the RSF that has killed
tens of thousands and
created the world's larg-
est hunger and displace-
ment crises.

Near-daily drone
strikes kill dozens at a
time across the region,
where hundreds of thou-
sands are threatened by
mass starvation.

The RSF source said
“our forces have recap-
tured Bara”, which lies
on a key highway linking
the army-held capital
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closing date and sharp time.

Tender Invitation

The General Headquarters of the Jordan Armed Forces/Royal
Medical Services hereby announces Tender

(DEEP BRAIN STIMULATOR)

Bidders who desire to participate therein can obtain a copy of
the tender documentation against a fee of 75JD non-refundable,
provided that they bring along a valid trade licence.

Closing date sharp 1:00 P.M., WED 15th of APR 2026. Non
conditional bid bond equal to (3%) of the total value of quotation
must be submitted along with the quotations,

Any quotations/offers will not be accepted after above mentioned

(The winning bidder is responsible for paying advertisement
fees, regardless how often the bid is announced.)

For more details please contact us at www.jrms.jaf.mil.jo
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closing date and sharp time.

Tender Invitation

The General Headquarters of the Jordan Armed Forces/Royal
Medical Services hereby announces Tender

(Multiplate Reagents & Consumbles for Platelet
Function) ¢taslf slgo ¢fit

Bidders who desire to participate therein can obtain a copy of

the tender documentation against a fee of 25JD non-refundable,

provided that they bring along a valid trade licence.

Closing date sharp 1:00 P.M., WED 15th of APR 2026. Non

conditional bid bond equal to (3%) of the total value of quotation

must be submitted along with the quotations,

Any quotations/offers will not be accepted after above mentioned

(The winning bidder is responsible for paying advertisement
fees, regardless how often the bid is announced.)

For more details please contact us at www.jrms.jaf.mil.jo
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closing date and sharp time.

Tender Reinvitation

The General Headquarters of the Jordan Armed Forces/Royal
Medical Services hereby announces Tender

(NEONATAL SENSORS) ¢,

Bidders who desire to participate therein can obtain a copy of
the tender documentation against a fee of 75JD non-refundable,
provided that they bring along a valid trade licence.

Closing date sharp 1:00 P.M., SUN 29th of MAR 2026. Non
conditional bid bond equal to (3%) of the total value of quotation
must be submitted along with the quotations,

Any quotations/offers will not be accepted after above mentioned

(The winning bidder is responsible for paying advertisement
fees, regardless how often the bid is announced.)

For more details please contact us at www.jrms.jaf.mil.jo
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Khartoum with EI Obeid,
Kordofan's biggest city.

Bara, a key staging
post for attacks on EI
Obeid, has repeatedly
changed hands, most re-
cently falling to the army
earlier this month.

Some 200 kilometres
south, the RSF and their
local allies attacked the
South Kordofan city of
Dilling “from three axes”,
an army source told AFP.

The army broke a
years-long paramilitary
siege on Dilling in Janu-
ary, and the RSF has
launched artillery and
drone strikes on it since.

“Our forces repelled
the attack launched by
the RSF and Abdelaziz Al
Hilu's forces,” the army
source said, referring
to a faction of the Su-
dan People’s Liberation
Movement-North.

Halfway between Bara
and Dilling lies El Obeid,
which the RSF has been
trying to encircle again
ever since the army
broke a siege there last

year.
Its capture would se-
cure Sudan's central

east-west axis, linking
RSF strongholds in the
Darfur region to the ar-
my-controlled east and
bringing the paramili-

tary closer to Khartoum.

Last year, the RSF con-
solidated its hold on the
west by seizing North
Darfur state capital El-
Fasher, going on to com-
mit what a UN probe
determined were “acts of
genocide” there.

It has since pushed
west to the Chadian bor-
der, through enclaves
controlled by the Joint
Forces, a group of pro-
army militias.

RSF fighters again at-
tacked the border town
of Al Tina and nearby
Kernoi on Monday, the
RSF source and another
from the Joint Forces
said.

Tens of thousands
have already fled across
the border, and the UN's
famine experts have
warned thresholds for
acute malnutrition have
been surpassed in Kernoi
and surrounding areas.

The two militias have
repeatedly wrestled for
control of Al Tina, the
twin town of Tine in
Chad, which closed the
border last month.

In successive border
clashes, 15 Chadian sol-
diers and eight civilians
have been killed since
December, according to
an AFP count.
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Top court to hear Trump
bid to end protections
for Haitians, Syrians

WASHINGTON, United
States (AFP) — The US
Supreme Court agreed
on Monday to consider
the Trump administra-
tion’s bid to strip Hai-
tians and Syrians of
temporary deportation
protections.

The Department of
Homeland Security
(DHS) has announced
plans to end so-called
Temporary  Protected
Status (TPS) for some
350,000 Haitians and
6,000 Syrians.

TPS  protects its
holders from deporta-
tion and allows them
to work. It is granted
to people deemed to
be in danger if they
return to their home
countries because of
war, natural disaster
or other extraordinary
circumstances.

President Donald
Trump campaigned for
the White House on a
pledge to expel millions
of undocumented mi-
grants and his admin-
istration has pushed to
dismantle the TPS pro-
gramme as part of its
broader  immigration
crackdown.

TPS status has been
revoked for Afghans,
Ethiopians, Hondurans,
Nicaraguans, Somalis,
Venezuelans and oth-
ers in addition to Hai-
tians and Syrians since
Trump took office.

The conservative-
dominated Supreme
Court left the depor-

tation protections for
Haitians and Syrians in
place until it hears the
case.

It set oral arguments
for late April. A decision
is expected in late June
or early July.

Haitians first became
eligible for TPS in 2010
following a devastat-
ing earthquake and the
country continues to
suffer from severe pov-
erty, rampant violence
from heavily armed
gangs and chronic po-
litical instability.

TPS was granted
to Venezuelans
under US
president Joe
Biden...

TPS was extended to
Syrians in 2012.

The Supreme Court
ruled in October that
the Trump administra-
tion can strip 350,000
Venezuelans of their
TPS status.

TPS was granted to
Venezuelans under US
president Joe Biden,
whose government con-
sidered that of then
president Nicolas Ma-
duro to be a repressive
leftist regime.

Race for Paris mayor on knife’s
edge after first round

PARIS, France (AFP) —
The Paris mayoral race
narrowed on Monday
as a former minister
hoping to wrest control
of the French capital
from the left sealed a
deal to join forces with
a fellow right-winger
for the second-round
run-off.

Rachida Dati, until
recently France's cul-
ture minister, is aiming
to become the capital’s
second woman mayor
in a row, and bring
Paris under the control
of the right for the first
time in 25 years.

Her main rival is So-
cialist former deputy
mayor Emmanuel Gre-
goire, who came out
well ahead of her in the
first round of voting on
Sunday.

But  Dati's new
deal, which will see
her merge lists with
centre-right  hopeful
Pierre-Yves Bournazel,
could put her head-to-
head with Gregoire.

Gregoire has prom-
ised to carry on the
legacy of outgoing
Socialist Mayor Anne
Hidalgo, including in-
creasing the number
of bike lanes and green
spaces and improving
public housing in the
densely populated city
of 2 million people.

Dati — soon to go on
trial for graft charg-
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LaFranceInsoumise-Nouveau Front Populaire’s MP Manuel Bompard poses prior to aninterview
on the evening news broadcast of French television channel France2, in Paris on Monday

es she denies — has
vowed to make the
city cleaner and safer,
pledging to improve
rubbish collection,
give weapons to mu-
nicipal police offic-
ers and increase video
surveillance.

Gregoire scored
37.98 per cent of the
vote, with Dati taking
25.46 per cent. Three
other candidates also
made it through to
the second round next
Sunday.

The hard left’s Sophia
Chikirou came third
with 11.72 per cent
followed by Bournazel

with 11.34 per cent and
far-right contender Sa-
rah Knafo with 10.40
per cent.

Conditions

With the second round
just six days away, the
race is on for leading
candidates to form
alliances.

Dati, 60, announced
on X that she had
teamed up with her
centre-right opponent.

“We're  going to
work with Bournazel
on a project for po-
litical change,” she an-
nounced. “The lives of

Parisians over the next
six years are at stake.”

Bournazel later con-
firmed the deal, which
will see him stand
aside for Dati in the
run-off.

“I have the pleasure
to tell you tonight that
we have decided to join
our lists. Why? Because
the majority of Paris-
ians are waiting for
change,” he said in tel-
evised remarks.

The candidate had
previously said his
conditions included
Dati rejecting any al-
liance with the far-
right’s Knafo, who has

offered to back her.
President Emmanuel
Macron has approved
Dati and Bournazel
joining forces, accord-
ing to a source at the
Elysee Palace.
Bournazel also urged
Dati to promise to
overhaul the city's re-
cruitment of school
monitors, after uproar
in recent months over
allegations that sev-
eral have physically or
sexually abused kin-
dergarten pupils.

‘Waiting for a call’

Chikirou, who came
third, has said she
would remain in the
race if Gregoire re-
fused an alliance,
which would split the
left.

“I'm waiting for a call
from Gregoire to block
Dati's path in Paris,”
she wrote earlier on X.

Several politicians
on the left have re-
fused to ally with the
hard left after the kill-
ing last month of a far-
right activist blamed
on fringe leftists.

Dati is due to appear
in court in September,
charged with corrup-
tion between 2010 and
2012 when she was a
member of the Europe-
an Parliament. She has
denied the charges.

Hidalgo, the outgoing

mayor who beat Dati in
the last election, has
called on the left to
rally around Gregoire.

She urged votes for
Gregoire to stave off
“the danger of pop-
ulism, corruption,
backsliding, policies
that destroy envi-
ronmental and social
protections, and the
dismantling of public
services”.

‘I'm waiting
for a call from
Gregoire to
block Dati’s
path in Paris’

Supporters credit
Hidalgo and her Green
allies with boosting
bike lanes and push-
ing out traffic from the
city centre, and making
the Seine swimmable
for the first time in a
century for the 2024
Summer Olympics.

But critics accuse
her of merely shift-
ing traffic elsewhere,
while also allowing
security, cleanliness
and public transport to
deteriorate.

Talks towards international panel to tackle ‘inequality emergency’begin at UN

GENEVA (AFP) — Talks
towards creating a new
international panel to
address extreme wealth
disparities, modelled
on the United Nations'
Intergovernmental Pan-
el on Climate Change
(IPCC), opened in Geneva
on Monday.

The founding com-
mittee of the new Inter-
national Panel on In-
equality (IPI), made up
of country representa-
tives and inequality ex-
perts including Nobel
Prize-winning  econo-
mist Joseph Stiglitz, was
holding its first meeting
at the UN's European
headquarters.

The meeting marked
the first step towards
creating a scientific and
policy platform dedicat-
ed to understanding and

addressing  inequality
worldwide.
The new body, inspired

by the IPCC, was recom-
mended in a G-20 report
authored by Stiglitz, de-
manding action to ad-
dress a global “inequal-
ity emergency”’, which it
warned was undermin-
ing both democracy and
economic progress.

“We have an inequality
crisis. I think everybody
recognises that,” Stiglitz
told AFP, adding that the
problem was “clearly”
getting worse.

He pointed out that
the world’s richest one
percent captured 41 per
cent of all new wealth
between 2000 and 2024.

By contrast, “the bot-
tom 50 per cent has
gotten something like 1
per cent”, he said. “It's

just glaring.”

“Inequality is a betray-
al of people’s dignity, an
impediment to inclusive
growth and a threat to
democracy itself,” South
African President Cyril
Ramaphosa said when
Stiglitz's report was
launched late last year
under his country’s G-20
presidency.

“Addressing inequality
is our inescapable gen-
erational challenge.”

Ramaphosa, whose
country has been ranked
by the World Bank as
the most unequal on the
planet, has said he will
bring forward a motion
on the IPI at the UN Gen-
eral Assembly.

The founding com-
mittee, made up of rep-
resentatives of Brazil,
Norway, South Africa

and Spain, alongside UN
agencies, civil society
and academic experts,
has been tasked with de-
fining the IPI's mission,
governance and opera-
tional framework.

Observers said the aim
was to create the panel
by the end of the year.

Stiglitz's report called
out the current situa-
tion of “poverty amidst
plenty; unbridled wealth
at the top amidst hunger
at the bottom”.

“Wealth can under-
mine democracy because
those with great wealth
may have dispropor-
tionate influence on the
economy and politics,” it
warned.

Speaking to  AFP,
Stiglitz highlighted the
situation in the United
States, where you have

“unlimited campaign
contributions”, provid-
ing the very wealthy
with huge sway.

“We moved to a system
of not one person, one
vote, but one dollar, one
vote,” he warned.

He highlighted the
important role that the
IPCC has played in pro-
viding a scientific basis
and “enhancing under-
standing of why we're
seeing climate change”,
insisting something
similar was needed to
address the inequality
crisis.

With the climate cri-
sis, “the world rightly
recognised that if you're
going to solve the prob-
lem, you have to have
scientific evidence, an
understanding theory of
what'’s going on”, he said.

Foreign minister, Egyptian counterpart discuss regional tensions

Continued from page 1

Safadi stressed that
Jordan will take all
necessary and avail-
able steps to protect its
citizens, security, sta-
bility, and sovereignty.
For his part, Abdelatty
reaffirmed Egypt's full
solidarity and support
for Jordan in the face
of Iranian aggression
against its territory.

Both ministers ex-
pressed full solidar-

ity with other Arab
countries, supporting
any measures taken by
sisterly states to coun-
ter Iranian attacks and
safeguard their secu-
rity. Safadi expressed
his appreciation for
Egypt's unwavering
stance alongside the
Kingdom.

The top diplomats
cautioned that the fo-
cus on the conflict with
Iran and its repercus-
sions must not over-

shadow the humani-
tarian catastrophe in
Gaza.

They stressed the ne-
cessity of implement-
ing US President Don-
ald Trump’s plan in its
entirety and halting il-
legal Israeli measures
in the West Bank that
undermine the pros-
pects for a just peace.

The ministers also
condemned Israel's
continued restrictions
on freedom of worship

and the closure of Al
Agsa Mosque/Al Haram
Al Sharif to worship-
pers. They described
these actions as a “bla-
tant violation of inter-
national law” and the
historical and legal
status quo, warning of
the grave consequences
of such policies.
Regarding Lebanon,
the ministers affirmed
their support for the
Lebanese government's
efforts to activate na-

tional institutions and
ensure that weapons
remain solely in the
hands of the state. They
condemned the Israeli
aggression against
Lebanon, demanding
an immediate end to
the hostilities.

The two sides agreed
to maintain continu-
ous cooperation across
various sectors and
sustain high-level co-
ordination on issues of
mutual concern.

‘Significant’Israeli ground offensive in Lebanon ‘must
be averted’ - Western leaders’ statement

Continued from page 1

The ground opera-
tions were preceded by
air and artillery strikes,
it added.

The announcement
echoes similar state-
ments issued in 2024,
when Israel and Hiz-
bollah fought a major
war in Lebanon, and
in 2023, when the mili-
tary launched a ground
assault in Gaza in re-
sponse to Hamas's Oc-
tober 7 attacks.

‘New locations’

Turkey condemned the
Israeli ground operation,

saying it was “worsening
instability in the region”
and warning of “another
humanitarian catastro-
phe” in the Middle East.

In a briefing to jour-
nalists, Israeli military
spokesman Lieutenant
Colonel Nadav Shoshani
said Hizbollah was “in-
tending to expand their
operations... and firing
hundreds of rockets a
day” towards Israel.

In recent days, Hizbol-
lah has reported target-
ing Israeli forces on the
border with Lebanon
and in a number of fron-
tier towns, including “di-
rect clashes” in Khiam.

No north Israel

evacuations

The town, located
across the border from
the Israeli town of Met-
ula, was the first point
into which Israeli forces
advanced after the start
of the war.

Hizbollah has repeat-
edly announced target-
ing Israeli forces and ve-
hicles at positions inside
Khiam.

Israel preceded its
ground operations with
strikes on a number of
bridges and roads that
connect southern Leba-
non to the rest of the
country.

Since the beginning of
the war, the Israeli mili-

tary has issued evacua-
tion warnings for wide
areas in southern Leba-
non, extending more
than 40 kilometres from
its border.

Defence minister Isra-
el Katz warned on Mon-
day that those displaced
in Lebanon would not be
allowed to return home
“south of the Litani area
until the safety of resi-
dents in the north [of Is-
rael] is guaranteed”.

The Israeli military
has repeatedly said it
would not evacuate peo-
ple from the north, as it
had done in the previous
2024 war.

During that conflict,

Israel evacuated tens of
thousands of residents
from northern commu-
nities until a ceasefire
was struck in November
2024,

Despite that ceasefire,
Israel had conducted
near-daily air strikes on
Hizbollah targets inside
Lebanon.

In recent days, the
militant group and Iran
have launched coordi-
nated rocket and missile
attacks against Israel.

Israel, meanwhile,
said no direct talks
were planned with Leb-
anon to end the fighting,
which has been raging
for two weeks.

King meets UAE president to
discuss regional developments

Continued from page 1

The two leaders called
for stepping up joint Arab
action and coordination
with active partners to
reach comprehensive and
sustainable calm that re-

stores stability to the re-
gion, stressing the need to
utilise dialogue and diplo-
macy to end the conflict.
His Majesty warned
of the danger of the cur-
rent developments be-
ing exploited to restrict

worshippers’ access to Al
Agsa Mosque and create
new facts on the ground
in the West Bank and
Gaza.

Sheikh Mohamed host-
ed an iftar in honour of
His Majesty.

Western allies push back on Trump
call for NATO help to reopen Hormuz

Continued from page 1

0il prices have
jumped after the strait
was closed and Monday
remained above $100 as
the Iran war moved into
a third week. The vola-
tility further wunder-
lined the importance of
ensuring safe passage
for tankers through the
vital transport route.

Starmer, who has faced
stinging criticism from
Trump over Britain's
refusal to join the US
and Israel in offensive
attacks on Iran, told re-
porters he had discussed
the waterway with the
US leader Sunday.

“We're working with
all of our allies, includ-
ing our European part-
ners, to bring together
a viable collective plan
that can restore freedom
of navigation in the re-
gion as quickly as pos-
sible and ease the eco-
nomic impacts,” he said
in Downing Street.

“Let me be clear: That
won't be, and it's never
been envisioned to be, a
NATO mission,” Starmer
said, while also stress-
ing Britain “will not be
drawn into the wider
war”.

“That’ll have to be an
alliance of partners,” he
added of any Strait of
Hormuz mission.

De-escalation calls

In Berlin, German Chan-
cellor Friedrich Merz's

spokesman said the
conflict has “nothing to
do with NATO".

“NATO is an alliance
for the defence of terri-
tory” and “the mandate
to deploy NATO is lack-
ing” in the current situ-
ation, Stefan Kornelius

AFP photo

US President Donald Trump speaks to members of the media
onboard Air Force One on Sunday while en route to Joint Base
Andrews, Maryland from West Palm Beach Florida

told reporters.

Meanwhile German
Defence Minister Boris
Pistorius said there
would be “no military
participation” from his
country, but added the
country was prepared
to support diplomatic
efforts “to ensure safe
passage through the
Strait of Hormuz".

Following  Trump's
demand for military
support, some other
European countries
sought to appear open-
minded while remaining
non-committal.

“We did not want
this war. From day one,
we have called for de-
escalation,” Denmark's
Foreign Minister Lars
Lokke Rasmussen told
Danish media in Brus-
sels before an EU for-
eign ministers’ meeting.

“That said, I believe
we need to keep an open

mind and look at how
we can contribute,” he
said, describing the
situation as “very, very
serious”.

Lithuanian For-
eign Minister Kestutis
Budrys told reporters in
Brussels “NATO coun-
tries should consider” a
US request for help but
cautioned “we need to
see the entire operation-
al environment and the
capabilities with which
we could contribute”.

His Estonian coun-
terpart struck a similar
tone, saying Tallinn was
“always ready for dis-
cussions with the US,
including now regard-
ing the situation in the
Strait of Hormuz".

“However, this pri-
marily means we need
to understand the US’
objectives and plans in
the ongoing conflict,”
Markus Tsahkna added.
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With new ships,
Canada aims to be
‘icebreaking superpower’

Agence France-Presse

NORTH VANCOUVER, Canada — At a massive shipyard in
North Vancouver, Canadian workers grind metal beams for
a powerful new icebreaker crucial to cementing the coun-
try’s presence in the increasingly contested Arctic.

Icebreakers are specialized, expensive vessels able to
navigate in the frozen far north.

And “this is the crown jewel”, Eddie Schehr, vice pres-
ident of production at the Seaspan shipyard, told AFP.

For Prime Minister Mark Carney, who heads to Nor-
way on Friday to observe Arctic defense drills involving
troops from 14 NATO states, Canada’s extreme north
has emerged as a strategic priority.

“Canada is, and forever will be, an Arctic nation,” he
said ahead of the trip.

During a stop in Canada’s Northwest Territories be-
fore flying to Norway, Carney announced nearly CAN$35
billion ($25.7 billion) in Arctic funding, with most of
the funds dedicated to upgrading existing military in-
frastructure.

“We cannot rely on other nations for our security,” he
said. “We are securing every corner of this terrain.”

Concerns about Russian aggression, especially after
the invasion of Ukraine, have focused attention on the
Arctic, where territorial sovereignty is disputed in sev-
eral areas.

Climate change is intensifying competition, with
previously inaccessible minerals increasingly avail-
able for exploitation as the ice thaws and new shipping
routes open.

For Wesley Wark, a national security expert at the
Center for International Governance Innovation, ice-
breaker fleets are a key part of the defense innovation
required to safeguard Canada's position.

“We're in the business of trying to reassert ourselves
as an icebreaking superpower,” he told AFP.

‘Crown jewel’

Two new ships are under construction, each costing more
than CAN$3 billion.

One, partly being built in Finland, is due for delivery
in 2030.

The other vessel, set to be ready in 2032, is being
made at the Seaspan shipyards in North Vancouver.

Senior vice president Dave Hargreaves said Canada'’s
existing icebreaking fleet is “getting old”.

And this ship, he said, “gives Canada the ability to
have a strong presence in the Arctic, which is where
you start”.

Canada’s decision to upgrade its icebreaker fleet pre-
ceded US President Donald Trump's return to office.

But Carney has delivered stark warnings about new
risks from United States since entering Canadian poli-
tics last year, including a claim from last year’s federal
election campaign that Trump wanted to “break us so
America can own us”.

Wark told AFP that Canada’s challenge in the Arctic
has two main planks.

First, Carney's government wants “to show that it's
a strong NATO partner and to take part in NATO col-
lective security”, he said, adding that NATO is “deeply
concerned about Russian activities in the Arctic.”

Russia has the world’s largest icebreaker fleet by
far, Canada is a distant second, and Wark said Carney
wants to signal both to a domestic audience and allies
that Canada can defend NATO's “Arctic flank”.

‘Hard power capacity’

Canada must also consider that “the United States itself
potentially represents a danger to Canadian security”,
Wark said.

Trump has discussed annexing Canada at various
points in his second term. He again mocked Carney as
the “governor” of a US state this week, renewing a taunt
he first levelled at former prime minister Justin Tru-
deau.

Wark maintains the chance of direct military con-
frontation with the United States is low.

The more immediate risk is that Washington may
conclude Canada is incapable of defending the Arctic,
compelling the US military to take charge, he said.

“I think Canadian officials have come to understand
that the United States administration, Trump, people
around Trump in positions of power and influence, do
not hold Canada in high regard as a country... essen-
tially arguing Canada has no military,” he said.

For Canada, “the incentive to increase its hard power
capacity is partly driven by those American concerns,”
Wark further said, while stressing that, “whatever the
Trump administration might say, Canada is not a mili-
tary freeloader”.

Unlike Russia, Canada has no intention of arming its
icebreakers.

But the ships are designed to operate in the harshest
Arctic conditions, equipped for intelligence gathering,
search-and-rescue as well as scientific exploration.

The Seaspan ship “can go anywhere in the Canadian
Arctic any time of the year, which is a very difficult re-
quirement to meet”, Hargreaves said.

‘Digital fog ot war’ around
[ranian cyberattacks

By Mona Guichard
Agence France Presse

PARIS, France — Hostilities on
the digital front have intensi-
fied since the outbreak of war
between the US, Israel and Iran,
with many cyberattacks claimed
by Iranian groups, as more ad-
vanced actors move in the shad-
OWS.

Companies, infrastructure
and surveillance cameras have
suffered cyberattacks since the
end of February.

Pro-Iranian group Handala
claimed to have snatched 50,000
emails from an Israeli research-
er specialising on Iran, the day
after it said it had attacked two
American companies.

“Seeing them pop up again
now isn't especially surprising,”
said Pierre-Yves Amiot, director
of French company Orange Cy-
berdefense’s CERT cyber alert
centre, adding that Handala's
visible activity got going in late
2023.

American cybersecurity com-
pany Palo Alto networks’ Unit
42 research service said in early

March it had spotted an “esca-
lation of attacks from activists”
based outside Iran.

OnThursday it warned against
an “increased risk of wiper at-
tacks related to the conflict” in
which attackers erase data from
a target's computers.

There have been “multiple re-
lated incidents impacting or-
gaisations in Israel and the US",
Unit 42 added.

Israel’s National Cyber Di-
rectorate has issued a series of
recent alerts, including on the
“hacking of security cameras for
espionage purposes” by Iranian
groups.

‘Ambiguity’

While it is clear that Handala is
responsible for multiple cyber-
attacks, “it's always a bit tricky
to tell what's claimed from
what's real”, Orange’s Amiot
said.

“They've recently been work-
ing on claiming responsibility
for attacks that aren't totally
accurate... their aim is to try
and maintain this ambiguity, to

make people believe they're ex-
tremely active when the truth
may sometimes be less clear,” he
added.

Such confusion adds up to a
“digital fog of war”, Amiot said.

It is still unclear what kind of
group Handala may be.

Long believed to be a “hacktiv-
ist” outfit, an independent group
carrying out politically-motivat-
ed cyberattacks, Handala may
be more closely tied to Tehran.

“The group is currently as-
sessed by the threat intelligence
community to be a state-direct-
ed front for Iran's Ministry of
Intelligence and Security,” Unit
42 said on Thursday.

Handala is itself only the
most visible part of Iran's far-
reaching cyber operations.

“They're regularly active, but
not nearly as active as an APT,”
said Adam Burgher, a special-
ist in following so-called “Ad-
vanced Persistent Threats”, the
label for the most dangerous
hacking groups.

Burgher, an analyst at cyber-
security firm ESET, said Iran
has around 10 active groups,

with the most active known as
“MuddyWater”.

All have built up experience
over recent years.

“The volume of Iranian state-
linked cyber activity remains
consistently high, with persist-
ent campaigns observed across
diverse industries,” Microsoft
said in its annual cybersecurity
report published in November
2025.

“I would put them behind
North Korea, Russia and China
in terms of sophistication and
complexity, but they do dedicate
significant resources to cyber
espionage and cyber attacks,”
Burgher said.

For the moment, Iran’s cyber
capabilities may be degraded
by the general government-im-
posed internet blackout there.

Fallback satellite connections
are an alternative, but are less
able to support major opera-
tions.

“Complex techniques and at-
tacks are probably not going
to be seen until they reestab-
lish their hardline connection,”
Burgher said.

Iranian leaders determined to prove
[slamic republic’s staying power

By Stuart Williams
Agence France-Presse

PARIS, France — Iran’s leaders
are seeking to show the staying
power of their near half-century
old clerical-based system and
prove that it can withstand the
killing of its longtime ruler and
war with United States and Is-
rael, analysts said.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, su-
preme leader since the death of
revolutionary founder Ruhollah
Khomeini in 1989, was killed
along with several family mem-
bers and top security figures in
air strikes at the start of the US-
Israeli attacks late last month.

But analysts said the system
he led, based on Shia Islam and
hostility to the West, remained
firmly in place, even if it was
likely to be adapted by his son
and successor Mojtaba Khame-
nei.

This was likely to mean even
greater influence for the Revo-
lutionary Guards, the ideologi-
cal arm of the military created
to ensure the survival of the
system and whose influence is
felt across Iran, including in the
economy.

Thomas Juneau, a professor
at the University of Ottawa, told
AFP that “the system is resilient
and it remains able to imple-

ment well-developed contingen-
cy plans”.

“Continuity is built into the
system and its institutions and
so far, there is no indication that
the collapse of the Islamic re-
public is imminent.”

‘Dangerous pattern’

While he has been a low-profile
figure rarely seen in public, Mo-
jtaba Khamenei is seen by ana-
lysts as a hardliner close to the
Revolutionary Guards who took
a lead role in the suppression of
protests.

“The selection of Mojtaba as
his father’s successor is an ad-
ditional indication that the re-
gime's leadership intends to
remain defiant and does not
plan to compromise on what it
perceives as its core values and
interests,” said Juneau.

In a show of defiance, sev-
eral key surviving figures in the
government and security forces
took to the streets of Tehran on
Friday for a rally even as explo-
sions went off nearby.

Sporting dark sunglasses de-
spite heavy rain, national se-
curity chief Ali Larijani said US
President Donald Trump did not
understand that “the more he
presses, the stronger the nation's
determination will become”.

Judiciary chief Gholam Hos-
sein Mohseni Ejei, meanwhile,
barely flinched as an explosion
rocked an area close to the dem-
onstration, in images widely
broadcast on state TV.

Not present was Mojtaba
Khamenei, who has not been
seen in public since his appoint-
ment.

Anothernotable absentee from
the rally was parliament speak-
er Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf,
a former Revolutionary Guards
commander who some commen-
tators believe is at the heart of
the war effort.

Torbjorn Soltvedt, associate
director at risk analysis firm
Verisk Maplecroft, said that the
conflict was “locked in a dan-
gerous pattern that's unlikely
to change anytime soon” as Iran
hits back with its own attacks in
the region that have sent energy
prices surging.

‘Highly resilient’

“Right now, there are no clear
off-ramps. Despite intense US
and Israeli air strikes, Iran is
able to target shipping and criti-
cal energy infrastructure with
concerning regularity,” Soltvedt
told AFP.

“The regime has proved high-
ly resilient so far, reflecting the

‘Dubai is sate’: UAE pushes
to contain fallout from Iran onslaught

DUBAI — Dubai is scrambling to
preserve its image as a safe haven
despite Iran's onslaught, with in-
fluencers rallying behind the gov-
ernment’s message as authori-
ties crack down on those sharing
footage of strikes.

For decades, the Gulf was
seen as an oasis of safety in
a tumultuous Middle East,
with the United Arab Emirates
branding itself the safest coun-
try in the world and boasting of
its very low crime rates.

But that image has now been
shattered.

Iran has fired over 1,800 mis-
siles and drones at the Emir-
ates, more than any other coun-
try targeted by Tehran in the
conflict, upending its aura of
tranquillity despite its air de-
fence intercepting a vast major-
ity of the projectiles.

Dubai-based influencers have
showcased support for the gov-
ernment and invoked a sense of
national belonging, hammer-
ing home the message that the
country was as safe as ever.

Kuwaiti-American real-
ity star Ebraheem Alsamadi,
known from “Dubai Bling”, said
in a video that he would stay
in the UAE despite US consu-
lar advice, calling it “the safest
country in the world, and noth-
ing can change that".

“This has been my home for
the past 16 years and I'm not
going to leave it in 16 seconds...
I will stand by this country as

it stood by me,” he added.

Authorities have also dou-
bled down on their messaging
as fears grow that war could do
long-term damage to Dubai’s
reputation and its economy.

Dubai’s Instagram account
shared an emotional song to its
5.8 million followers that says
“Dubai is safe, will always be
safe.”

Safety had long been insepa-
rable from the city's identity.

“Those in charge of that
strategy are now debating how
to evolve it in the face of this
obvious insecurity, but for now
are deferring to their habits,”
said Ryan Bohl, a geopolitical
analyst at Rane Network.

The UAE is also, he said,
“hoping the war will be short
enough that people will not as-
sociate war with the country.
And one of the best ways to do
S0 is to minimise the impact of
the conflict on the UAE itself”.

Safeguarding reputation

Roughly 90 per cent of people
living in the UAE are foreigners,
a crucial workforce for diversify-
ing the economy away from oil to-
wards tourism and services.

Retaining and attracting for-
eign talent remains key to that
programme.

The tourism sector is acutely
susceptible to security issues,
but “different tourists from dif-
ferent parts of the world have

different risk tolerances”, Bohl
said.

To combat further fallout, au-
thorities have doubled down on
pushing an image of normality
during the war.

In the early days of the war,
UAE President Mohamed Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan walked with
his massive entourage through
Dubai Mall.

At flagship tourist sites like
Dubai Mall and JBR beach, foot
traffic has reduced to a trickle
as visitors have fled the coun-
try.

Emaar, a major real estate de-
veloper that runs famous shop-
ping centres including Dubai
Mall, has warned shops and
restaurants against closing
or operating at reduced hours
during the war.

“Such actions undermine
public order, create unneces-
sary concern and adversely
affect the reputation and eco-
nomic standing of the United
Arab Emirates,” the company
said, in a note sent to the shops
seen by AFP.

‘Sharing rumours’

Footage of drone strikes and
smoke billowing above the city
has been shared widely, while
fleeing tourists recounted tales of
escaping Dubai under fire to in-
ternational media.

To avert further reputation-
al damage, authorities moved

extensive control and influence
held by the office of the supreme
leader and hardline factions in
politics and the armed forces,”
he added.

Barbara Slavin, a fellow at the
US-based Stimson Centre, said
Mojtaba Khamenei’'s authority
would “depend heavily on con-
tinued backing from the Revo-
lutionary Guards whose politi-
cal and economic influence has
expanded dramatically over the
past two decades”.

“It is unlikely Mojtaba will be
predisposed to make any con-
cessions” to the United States
and Israel, she said, given their
responsibility for the killing of
Iranians and the destruction of
Iran's infrastructure.

Should the Islamic repub-
lic survive the war, it would be
able to fall back on a narrative
similar to that which followed
the 1980-1988 war with Saddam
Hussein's Iraq, known in Iran as
the “imposed war”.

“If it survives this war, which
for now seems to be the case,
it will be able to claim victory,”
said Juneau.

“This would be a costly vic-
tory, however: Its leadership has
been decapitated, its military
capabilities degraded, its eco-
nomic infrastructure damaged,”
he added.

swiftly.

Dubai police warned against
“sharing rumours” but also
“photographing or sharing se-
curity or critical sites”.

Other Gulf countries have
taken similar measures, with
Qatar arresting more than 300
people.

The UAE attorney general
ordered the arrest and urgent
trial of a number of people for
publishing videos of intercep-
tions or “misleading, fabricated
content”.

The Emirati crackdown has
sparked backlash after Western
media covered the arrests.

This strategy “will backfire
for specific audiences, particu-
larly Westerners and others
from democracies who are used
to having freedom of expres-
sion”, said Bohl.

This week, many companies
evacuated Dubai’s financial
district as Iran threatened US
and Israel-linked economic tar-
gets.

It will be key for the UAE, and
especially Dubai, which cannot
rely on oil for revenue, to show-
case that it is still safe for in-
vestments.

“If major investors, particu-
larly in infrastructure, tech-
nology, real estate, etcetera, no
longer believe that their invest-
ments are safe this would have
a much more significant impact
and the diversification plans of
the UAE,” he said.
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The Worker Centre Association has announced the official reopening of its facility within the
Al Hassan Industrial Estate in Irbid

Worker welfare centre reopens
at HIE to boost employee support

AMMAN (JT) — The
Worker Centre Asso-
ciation has announced
on Monday the official
reopening of its facil-
ity within the Al Has-
san Industrial Estate
(HIE) in Irbid, marking
a "strategic" return to
full social and recrea-
tional programming
dedicated to the King-
dom’s garment sector
workforce.

The centre serves as
a critical social plat-
form designed to bol-
ster the well-being of
thousands of employ-
ees, fostering commu-
nity engagement and
promoting responsible
industrial practices,
the Jordan News Agen-
cy, Petra, reported.

The association'’s
board of directors ex-
tended its commenda-
tions to the Ministry
of Labour, the General
Trade Union of Work-
ers in Textile, Garment
and Clothing Indus-
tries, the International
Labour Organisation
(ILO), and the Jordan
Garments, Accessories
and Textiles Export-
ers' Association along-
side the Jordan Cham-
ber of Industry.

These partnerships
are viewed as instru-
mental in sustaining
initiatives that anchor
worker welfare as a
cornerstone of the na-
tional garment indus-
try’s competitive edge.

The renovation and
full operational fund-

ing for the centre were
provided entirely by
the factories operating
within the industrial
estate.

This localised in-
vestment reflects a
significant  commit-
ment by the private
sector to maintain so-
cial infrastructure and
improve the quality
of life for the labour
force.

The centre
now offers a
comprehensive
suite of
amenities...

Chairwoman of the
Worker Centre As-
sociation, Ahlam Al
Tayrawi, said "The re-
opening of the Worker
Centre is a milestone
in our efforts to cre-
ate a supportive and
inclusive environment
for the workforce in
Al Hassan Industrial
Estate."

She added "It em-
bodies the strength
of the partnership
between government

entities, international
organisations, and
the garment industry
in enhancing labour
stability and social
cohesion."

Established in 2012
by the ILO, the cen-
tre occupies a 4,081
square-metre plot and
services mnine major
industrial plants. Fol-
lowing the 2024 refur-
bishment of its athlet-
ic facilities

The centre now of-
fers a comprehensive
suite of amenities,
including a football
pitch, a modernised
gymnasium, and spe-
cialised training halls
for computer literacy
and English language
instruction.

These facilities are
designed to merge rec-
reational opportuni-
ties with professional
development, creating
a holistic support sys-
tem for the industrial
workforce.

The facility provides
an essential "third
space" for workers to
decompress, attend
awareness  sessions
and access counseling
services.

By facilitating social
interaction and pro-
viding a welcoming
environment outside
of the factory floor, the
centre plays a pivotal
role in Jordan’s broad-
er strategy to institu-
tionalise sustainable
and responsible man-
ufacturing standards.

BUSINESS

Phosphate ranked 51st on Forbes' list
of 'Most Powerful Companies in MENA'

AMMAN (JT) — Jor-
dan Phosphate Mines
Company (JPMC)

ranked 51st in the list
of the 100 most power-
ful companies in the
Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) region
for 2026, up from 71st
place, according to
the annual ranking of
"Forbes Middle East"
magazine.

The market capitali-
sation of Phosphate
reaches $10.1 billion,
which is Jordan's
largest phosphate pro-
ducer, according to a
Forbes report, which
highlights the "largest"
companies in terms of
market capitalisation
and profitability.

The report mnoted
that the company's
revenues grew by 19.4
per cent last year to
reach about $2 billion
in January 2026, the
Jordan News Agency,
Petra, reported.

Forbes has adopted
a methodology for se-
lecting the list of in-
formation and finan-
cial statements among
the lists of companies
and major capital mar-
kets in the region.

Forbes ranked pub-
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Jordan Phosphate Mines Company ranked 51st in the list of the 100 most powerful companies in the Middle East and North
Africa region for 2026, according to 'Forbes Middle East' magazine

lic companies accord-
ing to criteria based on
equal relative weights,
including sales, total
assets, and net profit
for 2025, in addition
to market capitalisa-
tion calculated based
on market closures on
April 25, 2025.
Companies that were
equal in total scores
received the same
ranking, while Forbes
excluded companies
that did not disclose
their consolidated

and audited financial
statements for 2025.

The consolidated
data of the JPMC in-
dicated a net profit
after tax of JD601.286
million, an increase
of 31.3 per cent com-
pared with the group's
profits for 2024.

The Group's net
sales during the year
2025 amounted to
JD1.448 billion, an in-
crease of JD235 mil-
lion, compared with
sales in 2024, an in-

crease of 19.3 per cent.

The data also cit-
ed that the group
achieved ‘"attractive"
returns on nominal
capital by 200 per cent,
while the net profit per
share reached JD2.004
compared with JD1.85
for the year 2024.

This progress of Jor-
dan Phosphate Mines
Company in the Forbes
list reflects the com-
pany's efforts during
2025, and its success
in achieving records

at the level of produc-
tion, export and opera-
tional efficiency.
Thanks to the adop-
tion of the latest smart
mining  technologies
and automation, the
company was able to
increase  production
capacity and reduce
operational costs,
which enhanced the
competitiveness of the
Jordanian product in
international markets,
despite the global eco-
nomic fluctuations.

ENERGY

Iraq to start oil exports via Turkey's Port
of Ceyhan after Strait of Hormuz closure

AMMAN (JT) — Iraqi
0Oil Minister Hayyan
Abdul Ghani said on
Monday that the coun-
try will begin pumping
crude oil directly from
the Kirkuk oil fields to
Turkiye's port of Cey-
han, bypassing the
Kurdistan Region.

He said in a state-

ment that Iraq previ-
ously exported around
3.4 million barrels per
day through its south-
ern ports and via the
Strait of Hormuz be-
fore exports came to a
halt due to the strait's
closure as a result of
the ongoing war.
Current production

is between 1.5 and 1.6
million barrels per
day, he added, the Jor-
dan News Agency, Pet-
ra, reported.

Ghani said the Min-
istry of Oil has several
alternatives for export-
ing oil following the
closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, including us-

ing the Jordanian and
Syrian pipelines via
tankers, given insuffi-
cient pipeline capacity
for these two routes.
He said efforts are
under way to reha-
bilitate the pipeline
linking the Kirkuk oil
fields to the Iraqi-
Turkish pipeline, con-

firming that pipeline
inspection and com-
pletion of work will be
finalised in a week.

This will enable
Irag to pump crude
oil through it with-
out passing through
the Kurdistan Region,
added the minister,
Petra reported.

0il eases, equities rise as market
focuses on Strait of Hormuz

LONDON (AFP) — Oil
prices pulled back and
equities rose on Mon-
day as investors focused
on the crucial Strait of
Hormuz and the head of
the IEA said more crude
could be released on the
market if necessary.

As the Middle East
war entered its third
week, Wall Street and
most European stock
markets climbed after
Asian  stocks mainly
dipped.

International bench-
mark Brent North Sea
crude dropped back 1.3
per cent to $101.84, while
the main US contract
West Texas Intermediate
fell 3.5 per cent to $95.27.

The price falls came
after a Pakistani oil tank-
er became the first non-
Iranian tanker to transit
the Strait of Hormuz
with its automatic trans-
ponder system activated,
according to monitor
Marine Traffic.

"The impact of geopo-
litical events on markets,
and the macro outlook,
hinges more on when
transits through the
Strait of Hormuz begin
to normalise than it does
on when hostilities come
to an end," wrote Michael
Brown at Pepperstone.

Meanwhile, the head
of the International En-
ergy Agency (IEA), Fatih
Birol, said member coun-

tries could unlock more
oil from strategic stocks
"if needed".

IEA member coun-
tries already agreed last
week their biggest-ever
release, of 400 million
barrels.

"When you get a bit of
a reprieve in the energy
price, it's not surprising
to see a bounce in equity
markets," Art Hogan,
from B. Riley Wealth
Management, told AFP.

US President Donald
Trump piled pressure on
allied powers over the
weekend to help reopen
the vital shipping lane
choked off by Iranian at-
tacks, although the call
has not found an enthu-
siastic response.

"The market, again,
appears to be leaning
on the notion that the
war will come to an end
relatively soon without
much lasting damage
to the global economy,"
said Briefing.com ana-
lyst Patrick O'Hare.

"Therefore, a buy-the-
dip trade has taken root,"
he added.

In Asia, Tokyo and
Shanghai closed lower,
while Hong Kong rose.

During Asian trad-
ing hours, crude had
climbed further above
$100 a barrel after at-
tacks on oil infrastruc-
ture on the UAE's east
coast and strikes on

Iran's Kharg Island.

Iran's Foreign Minis-
ter Abbas Araghchi told
CBS his country was not
interested in talks with
Washington, but was
ready to speak to coun-
tries about safe passage
through the Strait of
Hormuz.

More strikes occurred
Monday, with Saudi
Arabia saying it had in-
tercepted more than 60
drones since midnight,
while flights were tem-
porarily suspended at
Dubai's airport after a
"drone-related incident"
sparked a fire nearby.

Traders' attention will
turn this week to policy
meetings of major cen-
tral banks including
the US Federal Reserve,
Bank of England, the Eu-
ropean Central Bank and
the Bank of Japan.

While they are expect-
ed to keep interest rates
unchanged, any remarks
on the impact of the war
and rising energy prices
on their respective econ-
omies will be closely
followed.

"Investors want to hear
what the world's central
bankers think about a
potential inflation shock
and a prolonged energy
crisis and how this feeds
into their future decision
making," said Kathleen
Brooks, research director
at trading group XTB.

RISE

Al to drive growth despite geopolitics, Taiwan's Foxconn says

TAIPEI (AFP) — Tai-
wanese tech giant Fox-
conn on Monday said it
expected the booming
market for artificial
intelligence SEervers
to drive growth this
year, despite volatil-
ity caused by global
conflict.

Strong demand for
AI hardware fuelled a
24 per cent annual net
profit jump last year for
Foxconn, the world's
largest contract elec-
tronics manufacturer.

Energy markets
have been roiled by
the war in the Middle
East, raising concerns
for big tech manufac-
turers, but company
chairman Young Liu
struck an upbeat tone
at an earnings call
with analysts.

"Over the past few
months, there have
been significant chang-
es in tariffs, geopolitics
and global monetary
policy," he said.

"However, driven by
the strong growth of AI
servers, I believe 2026
will still be a very good
year, and we expect to
see robust growth."

Foxconn — also
known by its official
name Hon Hai Preci-
sion Industry — has
gone beyond assem-
bling low-margin Ap-
ple iPhones to making
AI servers for Nvidia
along with electric ve-
hicles and robotics.

It's a move that is
paying off as tech firms
worldwide race to
spend big on training

and deploying rapidly
evolving AI systems.

In 2025, Foxconn's
net profit came to
NT$189.4 billion
($5.9 billion), up from
NT$152.7 billion in
2024.

Revenue jumped 18
per cent on-year to
NT$8.1 trillion, the
firm said, just beat-
ing the estimates of a
Bloomberg survey of
economists.

Al ambitions

Sky-high tech share re-
sults and valuations
worldwide have led to
concerns of an Al market

bubble that could even-
tually burst.

But Foxconn on Mon-
day forecast "strong AL
server demand" with
"high double-digit
quarter-on-quarter
growth" expected for
AI rack shipments in
the first quarter of
2026.

Liu said the company
wanted to become "the
most trusted industrial
platform of the AI era".

Cloud and network-
ing services accounted
for 40 per cent of Fox-
conn's business port-
folio in 2025, up from
30 per cent in 2024.

Meanwhile, smart

consumer electronics
declined from 46 per
cent to 38 per cent.

Huge global demand
for memory chips to
use in AI data centres
has caused a short-
age that is threatening
higher prices for every-
day gadgets.

"Everyone is con-
cerned about memory
shortages and related
price hikes" fors smart
consumer  products,
Liu said on Monday.

But "since our prod-
uct portfolio is mainly
composed of higher-
priced models, the im-
pact we've observed so
far has been relatively

limited" while demand
has not changed, he
added.

Ahead of Monday's
earnings release,
Bloomberg Intelligence
analyst Steven Tseng
told AFP that for Fox-
conn, "so far the im-
pact from the Middle
East conflict appears
largely manageable".

"As the region is not
a major market for ei-
ther AI hardware or
smartphones, the main
risk is more on costs
than demand, driven
by higher oil prices
and some logistic dis-
ruptions," he said.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

2.78 per cent.

by 3.92 per cent.

AMMAN (JT) — Amman Stock Exchange (ASE)
trading value for Monday amounted to JD8.1
million spread over 3.1 million shares that
traded through 2,362 transactions.

The ASE share price index shed 0.23 per
cent, closing at 3650.33 points.

Out of 91 companies whose shares were
traded, the share price of 28 companies rose
while the share price of another 34 declined.

Topping the list of the companies whose
shares gained the most were Jordanian Duty
Free Shops by 4.76 per cent, Century Invest-
ment Group by 4.44 per cent, Rumm Finan-
cial Brokerage by 3.28 per cent, Afaq Holding
for Investment and Real Estate Development
Company Plc. by 2.86 per cent, and Kafaa for
Financial and Economical Investments Plc. by

The companies whose shares dropped the
most were Bank of Jordan by 6.45 per cent,
National Steel Industry by 4.65 per cent, Darat
Jordan Holdings by 4.17 per cent, Jordan In-
ternational Investment Company by 4.17 per
cent and Jordan International Trading Centre
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Regular Market

OTC Market

Trading Value (JDs) 8,130,987

Trading volume

3,064,515

No. of Transactions 2,366

No. of Securities 92
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® Losers: 35
© Gainers: 28
) Unchanged: 29
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SPORTS Sinner tops Medvedev
AT A GLANCE to win first Indian Wells title

FOOTBALL

Iranian women'’s team

set to leave for Oman

SEPANG, Malaysia (AFP) — The Iranian women'’s
football team will depart from Malaysia on Mon-
day on a flight bound for Oman, a top Asian foot-
ball official confirmed, after more team members
withdrew their asylum bid in Australia. The team
arrived at the Kuala Lumpur International Airport
shortly before 5.00 pm (9:00 GMT), AFP correspond-
ents saw.Dressed in their national colours, players
disembarked from a tour bus before heading to-
wards the check-in at the airport. Earlier in the day,
the team slipped past reporters when leaving their
hotel in the Malaysian capital, where they have been
avoiding media since Wednesday.Most team mem-
bers declined to speak to reporters, but one member
told AFP “I am missing my family."Windsor John,
general secretary of the Asian Football Confedera-
tion, told AFP the Iranian team “informed us that
they will be flying to Oman, but that’s not their final

destination”.

NBA

Gilgeous-Alexander keeps streak
alive as Thunder down Wolves

LOS ANGELES, United States (AFP) — Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander kept his record-breaking
20-point scoring streak alive as the Oklahoma
City Thunder rolled to an eighth straight win
with a 116-103 defeat of the Minnesota Timber-
wolves on Sunday.Gilgeous-Alexander, who on
Thursday eclipsed Wilt Chamberlain’s 63-year-
old record for consecutive games of scoring 20
points or more, finished with 20 points, 10 as-
sists and three rebounds. Yet, the reigning NBA
Most Valuable Player left it late before reaching
20 points for the 128th game in a row, with 10 of
his points coming in the fourth quarter after he
spent long periods struggling for shooting accu-
racy. Gilgeous-Alexander shot only 7-of-22 from
the field but was given scoring support from the
Thunder bench, who contributed 61 of Oklahoma
City's points, including 20 from Isaiah Joe and 17
from Alex Caruso. “At the end of the day it's bas-
ketball,” Gilgeous-Alexander said of his lackluster
shooting display. “I went out there with the same
aggression I do every night. More shots didn't fall
tonight than do, and usually that’s not the case.

Tuesday, March 17, 2026

INDIAN WELLS, United
States (AFP) — World
No.2 Jannik Sinner
surged home to beat
Daniil Medvedev 7-6
(8/6), 7-6 (7/4) on Sun-
day to capture his first
Indian Wells ATP Mas-
ters 1000 crown.

Four-time Grand
Slam champion Sinner
won his first title of
2026, rallying from 0-4
down in the second-set
tiebreaker to seal the
win against a resurgent
Medvedev, winner of
the title in Dubai last
month who was riding
a nine-match ATP win-
ning streak.

That included an up-
set semi-final triumph
over Carlos Alcaraz that
ended the top-ranked
Spaniard'’s 16-match
winning streak to start
the season.

But  Sinner, who
didn't drop a set in the
tournament, proved
just that bit better in a
match where both sets
went to the tiebreak-
ers without a break of
serve.

“I kept believing and
kept pushing,” Sinner
said of his closing burst.
“I went for my shots a
little more. A third set,
we would have started
even, so I tried my best
to close it out and I am
very happy.

“It was an incredible
ending,” added Sinner,
who said he wasn't
troubled by the hot af-
ternoon temperatures
thanks to the lack of
humidity and some ex-
tra days of pre-tourna-
ment preparation.

Sinner didn't face a
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Jannik Sinner of Italy and team pose with the championship trophy after Sinner defeated Daniil Medvedev during their Men’s
Singles Finals match on Day 12 of the BNP Paribas Open at Indian Wells Tennis Garden on Monday in Indian Wells, California

break point in the one-
hour 55-minute contest,
winning 43 of the 47
points on which he put
his first serve in play.

Medvedev saved the
only two break points
he faced in the seventh
game of the opening
set, but Sinner's tie-
breaker prowess proved
too much.

Medvedev was up

5-4 in the first-set tie-
breaker when he let a
ball sail by him and it
landed in.

He'd go on to save one
set point, but Sinner
gave himself another
with a blistering fore-
hand that the Russian
couldn’'t handle and
pocketed the set with
a thundering service
winner.

Jessie Buckley: From reality TV
hopeful to Oscar winner

DUBLIN (AFP) — Irish
actress Jessie Buckley
capped her spectacu-
lar rise to Hollywood
stardom on Sunday,
winning a best actress
Oscar for her searing
portrait of motherhood
and love undone by
loss in “Hamnet".

The 36-year-old ac-
tress from a small town
in Ireland’s remote
southwest received the
award for her work as
William Shakespeare's
wife Agnes, devastated
by the death of their
son, the eponymous
child in director Chloe
Zhao's acclaimed film.

Her expressive in-
tensity as the grieving
heart of the story — an
adaptation of Maggie
O'Farrell's 2020 Dbe-
stselling novel of the
same name — capti-
vated audiences, mov-
ing many moviegoers
to tears.

“This is really some-
thing,” an emotional
Buckley said, hailing
her fellow mnominees
and saying she want-
ed to work with all of
them.

The bewitching
Agnes has “a strong,
wide open heart and
a mother with an epic
landscape inside her”,
Buckley told The Irish
Times, underscoring
the emotional depth of
the role.

In February, on be-
coming the first Irish
woman to win a BAFTA
best actress award for
her performance, she
dedicated it to “the
women past, present
and future that have
taught me and contin-
ue to teach me how to

A new study suggests ravens use navigation and spatial memory techniques to scavenge with sophistication

do it differently”.

“You Dbrought the
mother out of the shad-
ows, and you stood
her in absolution be-
side the giant that
is Shakespeare”, she
said to O'Farrell in the
audience.

Buckley was the clos-
est thing to a shoo-in
this awards season,
sweeping the precursor
prizes including the
Golden Globe and Crit-
ics Choice Awards.

On Sunday, she be-
sted Rose Byrne (“If I
Had Legs I'd Kick You"),
Renate Reinsve (“Senti-
mental Value”), Emma
Stone (“Bugonia”) and
Kate Hudson (“Song
Sung Blue").

Buckley didn't have a
child when she took on
the role of Agnes.

But she became preg-
nant “a week” after
finishing “Hamnet”,
she told The New York
Times, and gave birth
to a baby girl in au-
tumn 2025.

‘Nurtured and
respected’

Born on December 28,
1989 to a poet, Tim
Buckley, and Marina,
a former opera singer
and vocal coach, the
actress was encour-
aged to join school the-
atre productions from
a young age.

Growing up in Kil-

larney, County Kerry
with four siblings, she
credits her upbringing
for shaping her artistic
instincts.

At home, “music,
writing and express-
ing yourself was really
nurtured and respect-
ed”, she told The Irish
Times.

Buckley first made
waves as a reality TV
hopeful in 2008's “I'd
Do Anything”, a BBC
talent show scouting
for a production of “Ol-
iver” in London’s West
End.

Although she lost in
the final, judges urged
her to pursue formal
dramatic training.

She graduated from

London's

prestigious
Royal Academy of Dra-
matic Art in 2013 and
immersed herself in
the works of The Bard.

That same year, she
secured roles in ad-

"

aptations of “Henry V
and “The Winter's Tale”
in London.

Television roles fol-
lowed including in a
BBC dramatisation of
“War and Peace” (2016),
and the HBO hit mini-
series “Chernobyl”
(2019).

Buckley made her
film debut in “Beast”
(2017), a psychological
thriller set on Jersey
in the Channel Islands,
and earned a BAFTA
nomination for her

Medvedev looked on
track to level the match
when he raced to a 4-0
lead in the second-set
decider — aided by Sin-
ner's second double-
fault of the match.

But Sinner roared
home to join Novak
Djokovic and Roger Fe-
derer as the only play-
ers to win all six of the
ATP’s hardcourt Mas-

lead role in the 2018
film “Wild Rose” about
an aspiring country
singer and ex-convict
from Glasgow:.

She has often re-
turned to her Shake-
spearean theatrical
roots, playing Juliet at
the National Theatre in
2021 with another ris-
ing star, Josh O’Connor.

She earned her first
Oscar nomination in
2022 for best support-
ing actress for her por-
trayal of a tormented
mother in Maggie Gyl-
lenhaal’s tense psy-
chological drama “The
Lost Daughter”.

An accomplished
singer, she won an Ol-
ivier Award in 2022 for
best actress in a musi-
cal for her portrayal
of Sally Bowles in the
West End revival of
“Cabaret”.

That same year, she
released a folk album
with Bernard Butler,
former guitarist of the
band Suede.

Buckley lives in the
English countryside in
Norfolk with her hus-
band, a mental health
worker, who she mar-
ried in 2023.

She has spoken
openly about previous
struggles with anxiety
and panic attacks, and
said therapy helped
her learn to feel rath-
er than repress her
emotions.

Her current project,
in theatres now, is Gyl-
lenhaal’'s “The Bride!”
— a genre-hopping
take on the bride of
Frankenstein's monster
in which she co-stars
opposite fellow Oscar
winner Christian Bale.

ters 1000 tournaments.
“It feels amazing,
great achievement,”
said Sinner, who was al-
ready turning his gaze
to the Miami Open, the
second leg of the “Sun-
shine Double” where
men's first-round play
begins on Wednesday.
“I have couple of days
to relax [but] there is
not so much time in

between here and Mi-
ami ... we try to play
the best tennis possible
there, too.”

Bittersweet feeling

Medvedev said the out-
come was “bittersweet”
after a semifinal victo-
ry over Alcaraz — who
beat him in the Indian
Wells finals in 2023 and
2024 — that felt like
winning the tourna-
ment.

“But that's not the
reality,” he said. “There
is a final to play. I had
my opportunity, small
opportunity in the first
set. A bit bigger oppor-
tunity in the tiebreak in
the second.

“But at the same
time, I was hanging by
not big margins in the
whole set.

“It's a bittersweet
feeling where it feels
good to do what I
did this week. But, of
course, I wanted to try
to push him even more.
He was serving phe-
nomenal. [It] was super
tough to be on the re-
turn position today.”

While Medvedev
missed a chance to be-
come just the second
player to beat both Al-
caraz and Sinner in the
same tournament, the
former World No.1 un-
derscored his return to
form after a disappoint-
ing 2025 campaign and
will return to the top 10
on Monday.

“It's great to see Da-
niil back playing this
level,” Sinner said. “I
do believe that tennis
needs him.”
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Visitors look at rock guitars during a press preview of The
Jim Irsay Collection at Christie’s Los Angeles in Beverly Hills,

California, on February 5

Pink Floyd quitar‘Black

Strat’sells at auction
for record $14.6 m

NEW YORK (AFP) — A
guitar used by Pink
Floyd’'s David Gilmour
on some of the Brit-
ish progressive rock
band’s best-loved al-
bums has sold for a
record $14.6 million,
auction house Chris-
tie's said.

The price of the
Fender Stratocaster
nicknamed “Black

Strat” far surpassed
that of the previous
record holder, a gui-
tar owned by Nirvana
frontman Kurt Cobain
that sold for $6 million
in 2020.

Gilmour played
Black Strat on every
Pink Floyd album be-
tween 1970 and 1983,
including “Dark Side of
the Moon”, “Wish You
Were Here”, “Animals”
and “The Wall”.

Christie’s did not
provide the name of

the buyer, who pre-
vailed after 21 minutes
of bidding.

The auction on
Thursday in New York
featured rock memo-
rabilia from the col-
lection of Jim Irsay,
the former owner of
the Indianapolis Colts
NFL team, who died in
2025.

Other guitars sold at
the auction included a
custom-made instru-
ment that belonged
to Jerry Garcia, co-
founder of psychedelic
rockers the Grateful
Dead, which sold for
$11.6 million, Chris-
tie's said.

A blue Fender Mus-
tang belonging to
Cobain that featured
in the music video
of Nirvana's 1990s
grunge anthem “Smells
Like Teen Spirit” sold
for $6.9 million.
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