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Army Intercepts 158 of 164 Iranian
missiles, drones in recent attacks — MMD

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN — The Military
Media Directorate (MIVID)
on Saturday said that
the Jordan Armed Forc-
es-Arab Army (JAF) has
intercepted 158 out of
164 Iranian rockets and
drones that targeted vital
facilities in the Kingdom,
during the second week
of the ongoing war.

The MMD said in a
press statement that the
projectiles included 85
rockets and 79 drones
launched towards spe-
cific vital targets inside
Jordan.

According to the mili-
tary  statement, five
drones and one rocket
were not intercepted and
fell inside the Kingdom.

The MMD affirmed in
its statement that JAF
will continue to carry
on their duty to defend
the country and pro-
tect it from all forms of
aggression.

“JAF is exerting all the
necessary efforts and
maximum  capabilities
to preserve the security
of the Kingdom and the
safety of its citizens,” the
MMD statement added.

Meanwhile, Public
Security Department
Spokesperson Lt. Col.
Amer Sartawi said that

nine people were injured
in the Kingdom due to
93 reported incidents in-
volving fallen objects and
debris from the rockets
across the Kingdom.
Sartawi noted that Civil
Defence Department per-
sonnel rushed the injured
citizens to various hos-
pitals where they were
treated and discharged.
Sartawi had urged
citizens since the start of
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the war not to approach
unfamiliar objects or de-
bris, warning that they
may be dangerous and
to report any suspicious
items to security services
by calling the emergency
number 911.

Last week, JAF stated
that it has adopted sev-
eral measures to beef up
the units that are patrol-
ling the borders.

JAF will operate air de-

fense systems “based on
the ranges provided by
those systems” to max-
imise their effectiveness
in protecting Jordan's
airspace.

The military has also
activated joint military
cooperation agreements
with “friendly and broth-
erly armies” to provide
broader air cover to safe-
guard the Kingdom's
skies.
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Jordanian injured by falling shrapnel in
Fujairah after Iranian attack — ministry

AMMAN JT) — The
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs said it was follow-
ing on the condition of
a Jordanian citizen who
was injured on Saturday
after shrapnel fell in
the Emirate of Fujairah,
during Iranian attacks
targeting the United
Arab Emirates.

The ministry’'s spokes-
person, Fouad Majali,
said in a statement that
Consulate General in
Dubai contacted the citi-
zen to check on his con-
dition and offered any
necessary assistance.

Majali said that the
citizen sustained minor
injuries and is in stable
condition.

He has since left the
hospital after receiving
the required medical
treatment, the spokes-
person said.

In the statement, the
ministry renewed its
condemnation of the
Iranian attacks against
Jordan, the UAE and
other Arab countries.

It reaffirmed Jordan'’s
full solidarity with the
UAE and other Arab
states and its support
for measures they take
to safeguard their se-
curity, stability and the
safety of their citizens.

Continued on page 5
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Smoke rises from the direction of an energy installation in the Gulf emirate of Fujairah on

Saturday
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Palestinian Muslims pray during the last Friday noon prayer of the Muslim holy fasting month of
Ramadan, outside the Al Talbani Mosque, destroyed by the Israeli military in Khan Yunis, in the

southern Gaza Strip on Friday

Gaza civil defence says
Israeli strikes kill six

GAZA CITY, Palestin-
ian Territories (AFP)
— Gaza's civil defence
agency said on Satur-
day that Israeli strikes
had killed six people
over the past 24 hours,
the latest bout of vio-
lence in the territory
against the backdrop of
the US-Israeli war with
Iran.

In a pre-dawn strike

on Saturday, two po-
licemen and a civil-
ian were killed in the
southern city of Khan
Yunis, the agency
reported.

A strike on a group
of civilians on Friday
evening in eastern Gaza
City killed three peo-
ple, whose bodies were
taken to the territory's
main Al Shifa hospital,

the agency said.

When contacted by
AFP, the Israeli mili-
tary did not offer an
immediate response.

Violence has con-
tinued in the Palestin-
ian territory despite a
ceasefire since Octo-
ber 10 and even as Is-
rael continues its air
campaign against Iran
since February 28.

Trump urges other nations to send ships to secure Strait of Hormuz

US president says Iran 'totally defeated’, 'wants a deal' he won't accept

WASHINGTON, United
States (AFP) — US Presi-
dent Donald Trump on
Saturday urged other
nations to send ships
to help secure the Strait
of Hormuz, the critical
chokepoint for global oil
supplies disrupted by the
Mideast war.

Trump, who has said
the United States will
soon start escorting
tankers  through the
strait, posted on Truth
Social that "Many coun-
tries, especially those
who are affected by
Iran's attempted closure
of the Hormuz Strait, will
be sending War Ships,
in conjunction with the
United States of America,
to keep the Strait open
and safe".

The US president add-
ed: "Hopefully China,
France, Japan, South Ko-
rea, the UK and others,
that are affected by this
artificial constraint, will
send Ships to the area.”

Trump said on Friday
that Iran has been "to-
tally defeated" in the US-
Israeli military campaign
against the country and
wanted a deal he would
not accept, despite Ira-
nian officials pledging to
continue the fight.

"The Fake News Media
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A US Air Force B-1 Lancer bomber jet takes off at RAF Fairford in south-west England on

Saturday

hates to report how well
the United States Military
has done against Iran,
which is totally defeated
and wants a deal — But
not a deal that I would
accept!" Trump wrote on
his Truth Social platform,
without elaborating.
Trump's comments
came after he said that
Washington had heavily
bombed military targets
on Iran's oil hub Kharg
Island and the US Navy

would soon begin escort-
ing tankers through the
Strait of Hormuz.

But as the US strikes
on Iran persisted, Tehran
launched a new wave
of drone and missile at-
tacks on Israel and its
Gulf neighbours.

Meanwhile, several top
Iranian officials joined a
defiant pro-government
rally in Tehran on Fri-
day, marching alongside
demonstrators  waving

banners reading "Death
to America" and "Death
to Israel".

Iran's top diplomat
said this week that talks
remain off the table and
attacks would continue
for as long as necessary.

"I don't think talk-
ing with the Americans
would be on our agenda
anymore," Iran's Foreign
Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi told PBS News this
week, adding Tehran had

a "very bitter experience"
during previous negotia-
tions with the US.

Iran will target Ameri-
can companies in the
region if its energy facili-
ties are attacked in the
US-Israeli war against
the Islamic republic,
Araghchi said Saturday.

"Our Armed Forces
have already answered
that they would retali-
ate if our oil and energy
infrastructure are at-
tacked," Araghchi told
MS NOW.

Iran "will attack any
energy infrastructure in
the region which belongs
to an American company
or an American compa-
ny is a shareholder”, he
added.

Araghchi said the US
attacks on Kharg had
used short-range rockets
launched from two bases
in the UAE, including one
close to Dubai.

"They are using the ter-
ritory of our neighbours
to attack us by these kind
of rockets and this is ab-
solutely unacceptable.

"It is very dangerous
that they use highly pop-
ulated areas,” he said.
"We would certainly re-
taliate, but we try to be
careful not to attack any
populated area."

Strait of Hormuz emerges as key pressure

B Analysts say

tensions  around

strategic waterway could widen
regional confrontation

B Ongoing war halts maritime traffic,
threatens passage of nearly one-fifth
of world’s oil supply

B Oil stays above $100, stocks slide
tracking Mideast war

B Disruption in strait could impact
Asian, European economies, increase
shipping, insurance costs

By Mai Anati

AMMAN — The Strait
of Hormuz has become
a central pressure
point in the widening
confrontation involv-
ing Iran, Israel and the
United States, raising
global concern over the
security of the world's
most important energy
corridor.

The concern comes
as escalating military
exchanges across the
region raise fears the
confrontation  could

point in widening Iran war

spill into key maritime
routes in the Gulf.

The escalation fol-
lows a wave of US-Is-
raeli strikes on Iranian
targets and Tehran's
retaliatory attacks
across the region,
heightening concerns
that the conflict could
extend to strategic en-
ergy routes.

The narrow water-
way lies between Iran
and Oman and con-
nects the Gulf to the
Arabian Sea and the
wider Indian Ocean.

its  limit-
ed width, it carries
enormous strategic
weight in the global
economy.

Iranian strikes have
all but halted maritime
traffic in the Strait
of Hormuz -- through
which a fifth of global
crude oil and liquefied
natural gas normally
pass -- and have also
impacted oil infra-
structure in other Gulf
states.

Despite

Continued on page 5
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This handout photo taken on Wednesday and released by the Royal Thai Navy shows smoke
rising from the Thai bulk carrier 'Mayuree Naree' near the Strait of Hormuz after an attack
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Deputising for King, Prince Asem attends
123rd Hashemite Scientific Council

AMMAN (JT) — Depu-
tising for His Majesty
King Abdullah, HRH
Prince Asem Bin Nayef
on Friday attended the
123rd Hashemite Scien-
tific Council, held under
the title “Analogy as the
Basis of Juristic Rea-
soning and the Flexibil-
ity of Islamic Sharia”.

Speaking at  the
fourth and final ses-
sion of 2026's council,
held at the Islamic Cul-
tural Centre Hall of the
King Abdullah I Bin
Al Hussein Mosque,
Royal Hashemite Court
Imam Ahmad Kha-
laileh and Secretary-
General of the Iftaa
Department Zaid Kilani
addressed the gather-
ing, according to the
Jordan News Agency,
Petra.

Khalaileh noted that
analogy, which refers to
extending the ruling of
a known case in Islamic
jurisprudence to a new
case due to a shared un-
derlying cause, enhanc-
es the understanding of
the objectives of Sharia
and the reasoning be-
hind Islamic rulings.

He said that it also
grants Islamic jurispru-
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Deputising for His Majesty King Abdullah, HRH Prince Asem Bin Nayef on Friday attends the 123rd Hashemite Scientific Council

dence the flexibility to
address emerging issues
in a manner consistent
with the principles and
objectives of Islam.
Kilani said that anal-
ogy is closely linked to
the principle of justice,
as it is based on treating
similar cases equally

when they share the
same underlying cause.

The Hashemite Scien-
tific Councils are among
the most prominent
cultural and religious
activities organised an-
nually by the Ministry
of Awgqaf during the
holy month of Ramadan

under Royal patron-
age, aimed at promot-
ing enlightened Islamic
thought capable of ad-
dressing contemporary
challenges.

The session was at-
tended by Royal Court
Chief Yousef Issawi,
Minister of Awqaf and

Islamic Affairs Moham-
mad XKhalayleh, Grand
Mufti of the Kingdom
Ahmad Hasanat, Chief
Islamic Justice Abdul

Hafez Rabtah, along
with a number of of-
ficials, muftis, Sharia

judges, imams and fe-
male religious guides.

Jordan ranks 3rd regionally in
conflict-linked cyberattacks — S&P

AMMAN (JT) — The
ongoing war in the
Middle East is increas-
ingly evolving beyond
conventional military
operations into a hy-
brid war that includes
large-scale cyberattacks
targeting critical infra-
structure and economic
systems, according to
a report by S&P Global
Ratings.

The report warned
that such attacks could
heighten risks to the
global economy and dis-
rupt international sup-
ply chains.

According to the re-
port, cited by Al Mam-
laka TV, Jordan ranked
third regionally in the
number of cyberattacks
linked to the conflict,
following Israel and
Kuwait.

Despite the rise in at-
tacks, no disruptions
have been recorded in
Jordan's critical servic-
es or economic systems.

The report said that
this reflects the effec-
tiveness of the country’s
cybersecurity measures
and the resilience of its
digital  infrastructure
across key sectors, as
well as the state’s abili-
ty to quickly absorb and
contain cyber shocks
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According to a report by S&P Global Ratings, Jordan ranks
third regionally in the number of cyberattacks linked to the
war in the Middle East, following Israel and Kuwait

before they escalate into
operational or economic
crises.

The agency also noted
a marked increase in
cyberattacks attributed
to Iran or groups linked
to it, targeting sensitive
sectors including gov-
ernment  institutions,
financial systems, en-
ergy and telecommu-
nications, with the aim
of disrupting essential
services and undermin-

ing economic stability.

The report further
indicated that satellite
navigation systems ex-
perienced disruptions
affecting the movement
of more than 1,100 ships
in the Arabian Gulf,
raising concerns over
maritime safety in the
Strait of Hormuz, a stra-
tegic waterway through
which about 20 per cent
of global oil and gas ex-
ports pass.

BRT route connecting
Amman with Salt launched

AMMAN JT) — The
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
route 107 between Am-
man and Salt was in-
augurated on Saturday
during a ceremony at-
tended by Minister of
Public Works and Hous-
ing Maher Abul Saman,
Transport Minister Ni-
dal Qatamin, Greater
Amman Municipal-
ity (GAM) Mayor Yousef
Shawarbeh, and Salt
Mayor Ali Batayneh.

The new route is part
of GAM's plan to provide
a modern, safe and or-
ganised public transport
system to ease traffic
congestion and reduce
the number of cars on
roads between Am-
man and Salt through
enhanced connectiv-
ity between Amman and
governorates with an
advanced transport net-
work, the Jordan News
Agency, Petra, reported.

The 22.5-kilometre
route, which connects
the Sweileh station to Al
Balga Applied Univer-
sity, will be operated by
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The Bus Rapid Transit route 107 between Amman and Salt is

inaugurated on Saturday

eight modern buses on
a fixed schedule. A bus
will run every 20 min-
utes, with daily 80 trips,
ensuring non-stop serv-
ice for students, employ-
ees, and visitors without
delay.

The route allows
travel from Salt to any
station in Amman via
Sweileh for JDO0.65, and
JD1 from Salt to other
governorates.

BRT buses, which op-
erate on a smart trip

planning system, offer
free Wi-Fi throughout
the trip, an electronic
payment system and
surveillance  cameras,
and are accessible forthe
elderly and people with
mobility impairments.

They also feature air
conditioning and state-
of-the-art safety equip-
ment to ensure passen-
ger comfort.

The BRT also offers
free transport for people
over 65 years of age.

Tourism Ministry launches campaign to
preserve cleanliness of archaeological sites

AMMAN (JT) — The Min-
istry of Tourism and
Antiquities, in coopera-
tion with the Ministry
of Environment and the
Jordan Tourism Board,
launched a national
campaign to promote
the cleanliness of tourist
and archaeological sites
across the Kingdom.

The campaign also
seeks to raise public
awareness of the im-
portance of preserving
these sites as an integral
part of national identity
and a cornerstone of the
tourism sector, the Jor-
dan News Agency, Petra,
reported.

The campaign is part
of the executive pro-
gramme for the cleanli-
ness strategy, and in-
cludes awareness and
media programmes
and campaigns aimed
at improving services
at tourist facilities and
promoting positive en-
vironmental behaviours
through awareness
programmes target-

—
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The Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities launches a national campaign to promote the
cleanliness of tourist and archaeological sites

ing students and local
communities.

It also seeks to broad-
en community partici-
pation by engaging tour
guides and volunteers in
initiatives implemented

within the "Urdun Jan-
nah” programme, in ad-
dition to collaborating
with media outlets and
content creators to doc-
ument and widely dis-
seminate these efforts.

The Ministry of Tour-
ism stressed that pro-
tecting tourist and ar-
chaeological sites is a
shared national respon-
sibility, in which the
roles of official institu-

tions, the community,
and visitors are inte-
grated, thus enhancing
Jordan's image as a
sustainable and respon-
sible tourist destination
at both the regional and
international levels.

Preliminary data re-
leased by the Central
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) in
January showed that in
2025, tourism revenue
grew by 7.6 per cent to
$7.790 billion, reversing
a 2.3 per cent decline
recorded in 2024, when
revenues stood at $7.239
billion.

The increase was driv-
en by a 15.3 per cent rise
in the number of tour-
ists, according to the
CBJ data.

The data indicated
higher tourism revenue
in 2025 from European
nationalities by 39.8 per
cent, Asian nationalities
32.7 per cent, American
nationalities 18.8 per
cent, Arab nationalities
4 per cent and other na-
tionalities 32.6 per cent.

ARCHAEOLOGY

Archaeologists explore mediaeval kitchen culture in Mamluk Hishan

By Saeb Rawashdeh

AMMAN — Consump-
tion of food is the main
topic of the archaeologi-
cal approach to different
diets.

Botanical analyses of
pots, kitchen utensils,
cooking wares, crops
and animal bones that
scholars find at differ-
ent sites are sources
for information about
cooking habits of the
past generations.

The growing body of
literature on tannurs
and tabuns has grown
directly out of the dis-
connect between tex-
tual sources and mate-
rial evidence of cooking
and the conflation of
the two terms in ar-
chaeological reports,
said Professor Bethany
Walker from University
of Bonn.

Walker added that in
comparison to Iron Age,
Classical, and Mayan
archaeology, the study
of food and diet in Is-
lamic archaeology has
been relatively limited
in scope, centring on
diet and identity in the
household and cemeter-
ies; food and foodways
in the larger mediaeval
Mediterranean; food,
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A tannur house at Tell Hisban. During the Mamluk Sultanate, Tell Hisban was an important
agricultural hub and administrative centre

health and mobility, as
reflected in skeletal re-
mains and food access
and distribution.

"With the excep-
tion of organic residue
analysis of cooking and
storage wares and crop

processing, the stages
and traditions of food
preparation — what we
call 'kitchen culture' —
has not been a subject
of research," Walker
said.

In mediaeval Islamic

history, because of the
nature of the textual
sources available, the
focus has remained on
urban kitchen, “feast-
ing and fasting” and the
cuisines of the political
elites, food and social

status, and charity.

Missing from this
scholarship has been
the study of culinary
traditions: How people
prepared food, and not
only what they ate; di-
versity of practices in
food preparation; and
the decision making of
those preparing meals
— why they chose cer-
tain cookpots and ov-
ens over others who
cites taste and afford-
ability, and made use
of one kind of fuel over
another.

Many aspects of food
preparation are still
unknown to us: The
details of culinary la-
bour and the process
of producing meals;
what functionally and
spatially distinguished
household from public
kitchens; the relation-
ship between cooking
and craft production;
the degree of spe-
cialisation within the
household kitchen; and
to what degree cuisine
and cooking practice
reflected identity, con-
solidated community,
and created social
distinction, Walker
underlined.

Walker's  multidis-
ciplinary study com-

bines the analysis of
food remains and cook-
ing wares with critical
analysis of contempo-
rary texts, which shed
light on why cooks may
have done what they
did in the mediaeval
Syrian kitchen.

The site of Tell
Hisban is located
on the highland
plateau of the
Madaba Plains of
central Jordan, 12
kilometres south
of Amman.

The case study is a
well-preserved 13th
century kitchen at the
site of Tall Hisban in
central Jordan, a vil-
lage that over time
came to play an impor-

tant role in the Mamluk
sultans’ control of their
eastern frontier.

"It represents a par-
ticular moment in
time, before the village
grew into a town, and
the diets and house-
hold practices of its
residents were trans-
formed by wealth and
political intervention,"
Walker explained.

Mamluk period

The site of Tell Hisban is
located on the highland
plateau of the Madaba
Plains of central Jordan,
12 kilometres south of
Amman.

The Madaba Plains is
a breadbasket of the re-
gion for centuries with
fertile soils and ex-
treme variability in an-
nual rainfall (300-500
millimetres). In most
years, crops can be cul-
tivated without irriga-
tion, as was also the
case in the past.

The multi-period site,
with occupation span-
ning the Bronze Age
through 19th century,
occupies eight hectares
on and below the tell,
though the mediae-
val Islamic site clearly
extended well beyond

these limits. The top of
the tell sits at an eleva-
tion of 885 m.

Tell Hisban is one of
the best preserved and
longest studied rural
sites of the Mamluk pe-
riod in Bilad Al Sham.

"Most of the stand-
ing architecture at the
site today dates from
this period, including
the modest Citadel,
which is perched on the
summit of the tell, and
the clusters of barrel-
vaulted domestic struc-
tures that occupy the
slopes," Walker said.

The peasants of Mam-
luk Hisban cultivated
five different kinds
of wheat and barley;
maintained orchards,
producing a wide range
of fruits for local con-
sumption and for the
market; grew walnut
trees; made their own
cheese; and engaged in
animal husbandry.

"The soldiers of the
garrison hunted wild
game. The diet of peas-
ants, merchants, cler-
ics, officials, and sol-
diers alike was rich,
and their cooking prac-
tices diverse, as sug-
gested by the cooking
wares and food resi-
due," Walker said.
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Syrian truckers attack Jordanian vehicles AT A GLANCE
after new transport deal — stakeholder

AMMAN (JT) — Presi-
dent of the Association
of Owners of Clearance
and Transport Com-
panies Dhaifallah Abu
Agoula said that attacks
on several Jordanian
trucks near the Nassib
border crossing were
triggered by a recent
decision allowing Jor-
danian trucks to enter
Syrian territory directly.

In remarks to Al Mam-
laka TV on Friday, Abu
Aqoula said that Syr-
ian truck owners were
previously benefitting
from the “back-to-back”
cargo transfer system at
the border, under which
goods were transferred
between Syrian and
Jordanian trucks with-
out crossing into each
other’s territory.

He said that Jordan
and Syria agreed to al-
low Jordanian trucks
carrying goods of Jor-
danian origin to enter
Syrian territory, while
Syrian trucks trans-
porting  Syrian-origin
goods can enter Jordan,
eliminating the need for
cargo transfers at the
border.

According to Abu
Aqoula, the move,
“aimed at facilitating
access for Jordanian
trucks to Syrian ports
for loading and un-

Trucks line up at the Jaber/Nassib border post between Jordan and Syria on the day of its reopening, on September 29,2021, in the northeastern city of Mafraq

loading operations, as
well as enabling Syrian
trucks to reach Aqgaba
Port, has angered some
Syrian truck operators”.

He said several Jorda-

nian trucks that crossed
the Nassib border on
Friday were attacked
by Syrian truck owners,
sustaining limited dam-
age before Syrian secu-

rity forces intervened.
Abu Aqoula called for
the implementation of
the agreement with se-
curity escorts for cargo
convoys to ensure safe

passage.

He also noted that
the trucking sector has
been significantly af-
fected by the ongoing
Iran-related conflict,

with shipping costs ris-
ing fourfold as interna-
tional shipping compa-
nies sharply increased
freight rates amid the
crisis.

Cold, rainy conditions to prevail — JMD

AMMAN (JT) — Cold
and unsettled weather
is forecast across the
Kingdom on Sunday
as a cold and moist air
mass associated with
a low-pressure system
affects the country, ac-
cording to the Jordan
Meteorological Depart-
ment (JMD).

JMD Director Raed
Khattab said tempera-
tures are expected to
drop noticeably, with
cold and partly cloudy
to overcast conditions
prevailing across most

regions, the Jordan
News Agency, Petra,
reported.

Rainfall is expected
in northern and central
parts of the Kingdom,
as well as in areas of
the southwest and
northeast, which may
be heavy for short peri-
ods during the morning
in northern and central
regions, Khattab said.

Al Mamlaka TV photo

The Jordan Meteorological Department says on Saturday that temperatures are expected to drop noticeably on Sunday, with
cold and partly cloudy to overcast conditions prevailing across most regions

Winds will be westerly
and active, accompa-
nied by strong gusts at
times.

During the night,
conditions will remain
cold with partly cloudy

skies, while light scat-
tered showers may
continue in limited ar-
eas of the northern and
central regions before
precipitation chances
gradually weaken. Very

cold conditions are ex-
pected across most re-
gions overnight.

The JMD warned of
reduced horizontal vis-
ibility due to fog and
low clouds touching

the ground in moun-
tainous areas and
parts of the plains, in
addition to dust in Ba-
dia regions.

The department also
urged caution due to

the risk of slippery
roads in areas expe-
riencing rainfall and
advised the public to
follow weather updates
issued through official
channels.

Temperatures are ex-
pected to rise slightly
on Monday, with cold
weather persisting in
high mountainous ar-
eas, the Badia and the
plains. Light show-
ers may occur in the
morning, while nights
will remain very cold
across most regions.

By Tuesday, tempera-
tures are forecast to
rise noticeably, bring-
ing mild and sunny
weather across the
Kingdom.

Khattab urged the
public to follow official
weather bulletins via
the department’s web-
site and media outlets
for the latest updates
on expected conditions.

TRC to launch Mobile Number
Portability, expand 5G services in 2026

AMMAN (JT) — The
Telecommunications
Regulatory Commis-
sion (TRC) said on
Saturday it is focusing
in 2026 on key initia-
tives, including the in-
troduction of Mobile
Number Portability
and the expansion of
5G services across the
Kingdom.

The TRC described
mobile number port-
ability as a strategic
regulatory project that
would allow subscrib-
ers to switch between
mobile operators
while keeping their ex-
isting phone numbers.

The move aims to
boost market com-
petitiveness, expand
consumer options, and
encourage operators to
improve service qual-
ity and commercial
offerings, Al Mamlaka
TV reported.

The authority noted
that it updated the
Mobile Number Port-
ability Service Instruc-
tions in 2025, setting a
defined timeline for
implementation. Mo-
bile number portabil-
ity is expected to be
available in Jordan
by April 2027, follow-
ing completion of the

necessary techni-
cal and operational
requirements.

According to TRC
data for the third
quarter of 2025, Jor-

dan has 8,475,725
mobile subscriptions,
including 5,494,414

prepaid accounts (65
per cent) and 2,981,311
postpaid accounts (35
per cent).

The TRC highlighted
the deployment of 5G
services as another
major priority for 2026.
The project is directly
linked to strength-
ening digital infra-
structure, supporting
digital transforma-
tion, and enhancing
Jordan's readiness for
advanced applications
and services.

The authority is
monitoring  licensed
operators’ commit-

ments to expand cov-

erage and network
reach, in line with
regulatory frame-

works. Published data
show a steady growth
in 5G subscriptions
throughout 2025, re-
flecting the gradual
rollout of services
across the country.
TRC agreements
signed in 2022 with Or-

ange, Umniah and Zain
Jordan paved the way
for 5G introduction.
Operators were re-
quired to launch serv-
ices in major urban,
industrial and com-
mercial areas within
three years of licens-
ing. Each operator
must provide coverage
to at least 50 per cent
of Jordan's population
within four years, in-
creasing by 5 per cent
annually until reach-
ing 75 per cent. The
TRC will receive a 10
per cent revenue share
from licensed 5G serv-
ices and applications.

As of the third quar-
ter of 2025, Jordan
recorded 287,000 5G
subscriptions, up from
241,000 in the second
quarter of the same
year, a growth of 19.1
per cent, and a 307
per cent increase from
70,000 subscriptions
in Q3 2024.

The TRC said both
projects reflect its
commitment to im-
proving service qual-
ity, expanding digital
infrastructure and
supporting the coun-
try's ongoing  dig-
ital transformation
efforts.

Jordan condemns attack on
UAE consulate in Iraq’s Kurdistan region

AMMAN
JT) —
T h e
Foreign
Ministry
on Satur-
day con-
demned
the tar-
geting of
the UAE 5|
Consu-
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
AND EXPATRIATES

late General in Iraq's Kurdistan Region for the
second time within a week, an attack that in-
jured two members of the consulate security
team and caused damage to the building. A
ministry statement stressed the need to respect
international law and the provisions of the
1949 Geneva Conventions and the 1961 Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic Relations, which en-
sure protection for diplomatic missions and
their personnel. The ministry also affirmed the
solidarity of the Kingdom with the UAE.

Jordan expresses condolences
to Ethiopia over deadly floods

AMMAN (JT) — The Foreign Ministry on Sat-
urday expressed its sincere condolences to
the government and people of Ethiopia over
the victims of floods and landslides caused by
heavy rainfall that swept the Gamo area in the
south of the country. Foreign Ministry Spokes-
person Fuad Majali said the Kingdom stands
in full solidarity with Ethiopia’s government
and people, extending its heartfelt condolenc-
es to the families of the victims and wishing
a speedy recovery to the injured and safety for
those missing, according to a foreign ministry

statement.

Lower House committee extends
sympathy to Ethiopia after severe floods

AMMAN (JT) — The Lower House's Foreign
Affairs Committee on Saturday expressed its
deepest condolences and sympathies to Tan-
zania, its leadership, government, parliament
and people, following the devastating floods
and torrential rains that have swept through
several regions of the country. The disasters
have resulted in dozens of fatalities and inju-
ries, alongside significant material damage.
In a press statement, the committee affirmed
Jordan’s full solidarity with the friendly Tan-
zanian people during this difficult humanitar-
ian period, praising the rescue and relief ef-
forts undertaken by Tanzanian authorities. The
committee also extended its sympathies to the
families of the victims and wished a speedy re-

covery for the injured.

Prince Mired attends HCDS
Ramadan Iftar with injured servicemen

/

AMMAN

(J T )

— HH .
Prince
Mired,
Presi-
dent
of the
Hash-
emite
Commis-
sion for

Disabled Soldiers (HCDS) on Friday attended
the commission’s Ramadan Iftar banquet, at-
tended by board members, guests and senior
officers among injured servicemen, according
to the Jordan News Agency, Petra.

Amman Vision launches awareness campaign
on Capital’s waste management project

New waste containers, electric vehicles to transform Amman’s sanitation

AMMAN (JT) — Am-
man Vision for Process-
ing and Recycling has
launched a media and
advertising campaign
through its social media
platforms to introduce
the Greater Amman
Municipality’s  project
to develop the capital’s
cleanliness and waste
management system.

Chief Executive Offic-
er Amjad Anasweh said
the project represents
an important step to-
wards improving waste
management in the cap-
ital and enhancing its
urban environment, Al
Mamlaka TV reported.

Anasweh noted that
the new waste contain-
ers will feature modern
designs better suited
for use in residential
neighbourhoods  and
main streets, helping to
organise waste dispos-
al and reduce random
dumping. The contain-
ers will also support
waste sorting and recy-
cling efforts.

He added that the ini-
tiative forms part of a
broader vision to devel-

Amman Vision Chief Executive Officer Amjad Anasweh says the project represents an important

step towards improving waste management in the capital

op the waste manage-
ment sector in Amman,
with the company seek-
ing to introduce innova-
tive solutions that max-
imise the use of waste
and transform it into
reusable resources, in
line with global trends
towards the circular
economy and environ-
mental sustainability.
The campaign will
also include awareness

messages targeting resi-
dents of the capital, en-
couraging community
participation in main-
taining the city's clean-
liness and promoting
positive environmental
practices.

The company is ex-
pected to reveal further
details in the coming
period regarding the
project and its imple-
mentation phases, in-

0 courte:

cluding new container
models and plans for
their distribution across
different areas of the
capital.

The project comes as
part of Greater Amman
Municipality’s ongoing
efforts, in cooperation
with the private sector,
to develop municipal
services and enhance
environmental sustain-
ability, contributing to

of Greater Amman Municipality

improving the qual-
ity of life for Amman's
residents.

The campaign will
also promote a modern
fleet of advanced vehi-
cles, including waste
compactors and street
sweepers, as well as spe-
cialised equipment for
tunnel cleaning and the
washing and sanitisa-
tion of waste containers.

The system will also
introduce electric-pow-
ered vehicles as part of
efforts to adopt environ-
mentally friendly solu-
tions that help reduce
emissions and enhance
sustainability in sanita-
tion services.

The project follows
the approval of the
agreement by the Great-
er Amman Municipal-
ity committee, which
aims to improve the ef-
ficiency of waste man-
agement in the city and
develop mechanisms for
waste collection, trans-
port and processing in
line with internation-
ally recognised environ-
mental standards and
practices.
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This video grab taken from UGC images posted on social media shows smoke billowing from the
US embassy in Baghdad'’s fortified ‘Green Zone’ following a reported drone strike on Saturday

US embassy attacked in Baghdad,
strikes hit Iran-backed fighters

BAGHDAD/KUWAIT
CITY (AFP) — The US
embassy in Baghdad

was hit by an attack
on Saturday following
strikes that killed three
members of a power
ful Iran-backed group
in the capital, security
sources said.

Iraq, long a proxy bat-
tleground between the
United States and Iran,
was quickly dragged
into the Middle East
war triggered by US and
Israeli strikes on Iran on
February 28.

A cloud of black
smoke rose above the
US diplomatic mission
shortly after the sound
of explosions on Sat-
urday morning, an AFP
journalist said.

Two security officials
told AFP the embassy
complex was struck by
a drone.

The US embassy did
not immediately re-
spond to AFP’s request
for comment on the
incident.

It is the second time
the US embassy has
come under attack in
Baghdad since the start
of the war.

Several Tehran-
backed armed groups,
which Washington has
designated as “terror-
ist organisations”, al-
lied under an umbrella
movement known as the

Islamic Resistance in
Iraq, have claimed daily
drone and rocket attacks
against US bases in Iraq
and the region.

Since the start of the
war, several attacks tar-
geting members of those
groups across Iraq have
been blamed on the US
and Israel.

The attack on the em-
bassy took place shortly
after two strikes tar-
geted the powerful Iran-
backed group Xataeb
Hizbollah in Baghdad
and killed three of its
members, including a
commander.

The first strike hit
a house in the Arasat
neighbourhood, where
several Iran-backed
groups have a presence.
Two hours later, a sec-
ond attack struck a ve-
hicle in the Nahrawan
district.

Security sources ini-
tially said two group
members had been
killed, including “a key
figure” in the house, and
another in the attack on
the vehicle.

The death toll was
later revised to three,
all killed in the strike on
the house, a pro-Iranian
source told AFP.

Kataeb Hizbollah
held a funeral proces-
sion in Baghdad for
three fighters, including
commander Abou Ali Al

Amiri.

Local media reports
have suggested that the
group’s top leader Ah-
mad Al Hamidawi was
wounded in the attack
on the house. But AFP
has not been able to in-
dependently verify this
information.

The pro-Iran source
said the strike was a
“targeted assassination”
attempt.

A resident of the Ara-
sat district, told AFP
“no-one in the neigh-
bourhood knew that
the house, which is very
modest, was occupied
by Kataeb Hizbollah".

None of the sources
said who they believed
to be behind the strikes
on the pro-Iranian fac-
tion and the Xataeb
Hizbollah group has not
commented.

Two drones targeted
an airbase in Kuwait
housing US military
staff, injuring Kuwaiti
personnel and caus-
ing damage, the de-
fence ministry said on
Saturday.

“Three members of the
armed forces sustained
minor injuries” after
the attack on Ahmed Al
Jaber Air Base, spokes-
person Brigadier Gen-
eral Saud Al Otaibi said
in a statement. The base
is near Camp Arifjan, a
major US facility.

Hamas urges Iran to sto
‘targeting neighbouring countries’

GAZA CITY, Palestin-
ian Territories (AFP)
— Palestinian Islam-
ist movement Hamas
on Saturday called on
Iran to refrain from
targeting neighbour-
ing countries, while af-
firming Tehran’s right
to defend itself against
Israel and the United
States.

In a rare appeal, Ha-
mas also urged the in-
ternational community
to take steps to end the
war that has gripped
the Middle East since
it began on February
28.

“While affirming the
right of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to re-
spond tothisaggression
by all available means
in accordance with in-
ternational norms and
laws, the movement
calls on the brothers
in Iran to avoid tar-
geting  neighbouring
countries,” Hamas said
in a statement, its first
such public appeal to
Tehran.

Hamas, which fought
a devastating two-
year war with Israel in
Gaza, also called on the
international commu-
nity to “work towards
halting” the ongoing
war immediately.

The group previously
condemned the killing
of Iran’s supreme lead-
er, Ali Khamenei, on
the first day of the war
as a “heinous crime”,
openly acknowledging
his longstanding sup-
port for the Palestinian
movement.

“He provided all
forms of political, dip-
lomatic and military
support to our people,
our cause, and our re-
sistance,” the move-
ment said soon after
the killing of Khamenei.

A Hamas official told
AFP that the movement
has been in contact
with Iranian officials
over the issue.

“The Israeli occu-
pation seeks to sow
discord between Iran

AFP photo

Tents sheltering Palestinians displaced by conflict are pictured in Nuseirat in the central Gaza Strip on Wednesday

and its Arab and Is-
lamic neighbours,” the
source said, speaking
on condition of ano-
nymity because he was
not authorised to brief
the media.

“Hamas's leadership
has also reached out
to officials in several
countries, including
Qatar, Turkey and Iraq,
urging them to work
towards halting the
American and Zionist
aggression against the
Islamic Republic of
Iran,” he added.

Despite facing supe-
rior US and Israeli fire-
power, Iran has retali-
ated with missile and
drone attacks against
at least 10 countries.

Qatar said it inter-
cepted two missiles on
Saturday, after blasts
were heard in the capi-
tal Doha and authori-
ties said they had evac-
uated some areas.

Hamas's appeal to
Iran comes as its ally,
the Lebanese armed
group Hizbollah, has
once again thrown it-
self into the conflict,
firing hundreds of
rockets at Israel in the
immediate aftermath
of the war’s outbreak.

Hizbollah entered the
fighting after Khame-
nei’s killing and since
then Israeli strikes
have killed nearly 800
people in Lebanon, ac-
cording to the coun-
try’s health ministry.

Qatar, Turkey targeted

Hamas's appeal for
Iran to stop targeting
regional states is nota-
ble, given that Tehran
has long been one of
the group’s most im-
portant backers.
Analysts estimate
that Iran provided
Hamas with tens of

millions of dollars
annually.
Under the late

Khamenei, Iran viewed
support for Palestinian
groups such as Hamas
as a central pillar of
its regional strategy
against Israel and its
allies.

Several  Sunni-ma-
jority states have also
maintained ties with
Hamas, especially Qa-
tar and Turkey.

Qatar has been a key
financial supporter
linked to Gaza dur-
ing Hamas' rule, with
much of its funding de-
scribed as humanitar-
ian or reconstruction
aid, covering civil serv-
ant salaries, fuel and
infrastructure.

Critics argue that
because Hamas gov-
erned all of Gaza until
the war began in the
Palestinian  territory
after October 7, 2023,

some of this assistance

indirectly bolstered
the group’s political
authority.

Qatar has also host-
ed Hamas's political
leadership in Doha,
which has allowed the
group to maintain in-
ternational  contacts
and participate in ne-
gotiations and media-
tion efforts.

Turkey, meanwhile,
has provided mainly
political and diplo-

matic backing rather
than large-scale direct
funding.

Under President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan,
Ankara has supported
Hamas rhetorically
and has hosted visits
by its leaders.

On Friday, Turkey
said a ballistic mis-
sile fired from Iran
had been shot down
in Turkish airspace by
NATO forces.

S.Korea says North fires around 10 ballistic missiles

SEOUL (AFP) — North
Korea fired about 10 bal-
listic missiles toward the
sea of Japan on Saturday,
Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff [JCS] said, days af-
ter Pyongyang warned of
“terrible consequences”
over ongoing South Ko-
rea-US military drills.
Pyongyang  recently
dashed hopes of a diplo-
matic thaw with Seoul,
Washington's  security
ally, describing its latest
peace efforts as a “clum-
sy, deceptive farce”.
Seoul’s military detect-
ed “around ten ballistic
missiles launched from
the Sunan area in North

Korea toward the East
Sea at around 1:20pm,”
JCS said in a statement,
referring to South Ko-
rea’s name for the body
of water.

The missiles flew a dis-
tance of around 350 kilo-
metres, they said adding
that South Korean and US
authorities are analysing
their exact specifications.

The South Korean mili-
tary is ready to “respond
overwhelmingly to any
provocation”, JCS added.

Japan’s defence minis-
try also confirmed North
Korea launched multiple
ballistic missiles that
reached a maximum alti-
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tude of about 80 kilome-
tres and fell outside Ja-
pan's exclusive economic
zone near the Korean Pe-
ninsula’s east coast.

Seoul’s presidential
Blue House condemned
the launches as a “prov-
ocation that violates
United Nations Security
Council resolutions” and
urged Pyongyang to im-
mediately stop such acts.

It also ordered relevant
agencies to maintain
heightened readiness, as
the launch occurred dur-
ing the joint US-South
Korea military drills.

The launches came
hours after South Ko-
rean Prime Minister Kim
Min-seok said that US
President Donald Trump
thinks a meeting with
Pyongyang'’s leader Kim
Jong-un would be “good”.

Washington has for
decades led efforts to
dismantle North Korea's
nuclear programme, but
sumiits, sanctions and
diplomatic pressure have
had little impact.

The Trump adminis-
tration has pushed in
recent months to revive
high-level talks with
Pyongyang, eyeing a pos-

US soldiers set up a floating bridge as they participate in a
combined maneuver training with wet gap crossing during
the 2026 South Korea-US Freedom Shield military exercise in
Yeoncheon on Saturday

sible summit with Kim
Jong-un this year, po-
tentially during Trump’s
visit to Beijing set for late
March.

Trump said during a
trip to Asia in October
that he was “100 per cent”
open to meeting with
Kim Jong-un, a remark
that went unanswered by
the North.

After largely ignor-
ing those overtures for
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months, Kim Jong-un re-
cently said that the two
nations could “get along”
if Washington accepted

Pyongyang's nuclear
status.
Analysts  said the

number of the missiles
launched on Saturday
was unusual, and that
the timing was notable.

“Global attention is
currently focused on the
war in the Middle East
and North Korea has
historically carried out
military ~ provocations
when it wants to draw
attention to its presence,”
Hong Sung-pyo, a senior
researcher at the Korea
Institute for Military Af-
fairs, told AFP.

“And that motive likely
underlies this launch as
well,” he added.

Seoul and Washington
kicked off their spring-
time military drills “Free-
dom Shield” on Monday,
which will involve about
18,000 Korean troops and

run until March 19.

The nuclear-armed
North, which attacked its
neighbour in 1950 trig-
gering the Korean War,
has long described such
exercises as rehearsals
for invasion.

Earlier this week, Kim
Yo-jong, a powerful con-
fidante of her brother
Kim Jong-un, said the
joint drills “may cause
unimaginably  terrible
consequences”.

She went on to say the
drills were taking place
at “a critical time when
global security structure
is collapsing rapidly and
wars break out in differ-
ent parts of the world”.

Pyongyang has con-
demned the US-Israeli at-
tack on Iran as an “illegal
act of aggression”, claim-
ing it shows the “rogue”
nature of the TUnited
States.

North Korea also re-
cently carried out missile
tests from the naval Choe
Hyon destroyer, claim-
ing the country was in
the process of “arming
the Navy with nuclear
weapons”.

“North Korea has been
devoting greater resourc-
es to its navy, with possi-
ble support from Russia.
But Kim will have noticed
that the US was able to
sink most of the Iranian
navy within a week,” said
Leif-Eric Easley, a profes-
sor at Ewha University in
Seoul.

“So Pyongyang is likely
to conduct tests and is-
sue rhetoric about nu-
clear command, control
and delivery systems to
suggest it could inflict
unacceptable harm if its
naval forces come under
attack.”

A Ukrainian rescuer works to extinguish a fire at the site of an
air attack in Zaporizhzhia on Saturday

Belgian PM calls for EU
to negotiate with Russia
for Ukraine peace

BRUSSELS, Belgium (AFP)
— Belgium'’s Prime Min-
ister Bart De Wever called
on Saturday for the EU to
be mandated by its mem-
ber states to negotiate
with Russia, having failed
thus far to get Moscow to
back down on its war on
Ukraine.

“Since we are not capa-
ble of threatening [Rus-
sian President Vladimir]
Putin by sending weap-
ons to Ukraine, and we
cannot choke him eco-
nomically without the
support of the United
States, there is only one
method left: Making a
deal,” he told the Belgian
newspaper LEcho.

Bringing Russia to its
knees would only be pos-
sible with “100 per cent
support from the United
States”, he said.

But De Wever said he
believes the US is not
fully on Ukraine's side,
sometime seeming “closer
to Putin” than the Kyiv's
leader.

“Without a mandate to

go and negotiate in Mos-
cow, we are not at the
negotiating table where
the Americans will push
Ukraine to accept a deal.
And I can already say that
it will be a bad agreement
for us,” he said.

Several European lead-
ers, including French
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron, have recently sought
to revive contact with Pu-
tin, aiming at not leaving
it to US President Donald
Trump alone to reach a
settlement for the inva-
sion launched by Russia
in February 2022.

But the EU’s chief dip-
lomat Kaja Kallas has
said the bloc must first
reach an agreement on
what is expected from
Russia before directly ap-
proaching Putin.

Last month Kallas
said that Europe should
formulate  “maximalist
demands” and push the
Kremlin to make conces-
sions, including by agree-
ing to reduce its armed
forces.
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Israeli strikes north Beirut suburb, south Lebanon

Turkey says fears Netanyahu might commit‘new genocide’in Lebanon

BEIRUT, Lebanon (AFP)
— An Israeli strike hit an
apartment building in a
northern Beirut suburb
that had been targeted a
day earlier, Lebanese state
media said on Saturday,
also reporting strikes in
the country’s south.

An overnight Israeli
strike killed a dozen
medical staff at a clinic in
south Lebanon, health au-
thorities said earlier Sat-
urday, after Iran-backed
Hizbollah's leader Naim
Qassem said his group
was ready for a long con-
frontation with Israel.

Lebanon was drawn
into the Middle East war
last week when the mili-
tant group attacked Israel
in response to the killing
of Iranian supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in
US-Israeli strikes.

An AFP correspond-
ent in northeast Beirut
saw rescue workers at
the scene and damage in-
cluding a hole in a build-
ing, outside Hizbollah's
strongholds in the capi-
tal's southern suburbs.

The state-run National
News Agency said “an Is-
raeli strike targeted the
Nabaa-Burj Hammoud
area for a second day”.

The same building
had been struck on Fri-
day without causing
casualties.

Burj Hammoud is a
densely populated, mixed
area known for its large
Armenian-Lebanese
community.

AFP photo

An Israeli artillery unit deployed at a position in the upper Galilee in northern Israel near the Lebanon border, fires towards

southern Lebanon on Saturday

Levon Ghazalian, 42,
who lives in the building
next door, said “it's the
first time this happens”
in the area, which was
spared in the previous
conflict between Israel
and Hizbollah in 2024.

“All the neighbours are
afraid,” he told AFP, star-
ing at the scene with his
daughter.

Hanadi Hachem, 50,
who was in her pyjamas,
said “there’s no safety an-

ymore... you never know
where a strike will come
from”.

She said she and some
family members were
sleeping in their car out
of fear.

In the suburbs of the
southern coastal city of
Sidon, state media re-
ported a strike targeted
an apartment in the Haret
Saida area.

An AFP correspond-
ent there said the strike

hit a residential building
in the densely populated
area, causing a fire, with
rescue workers attending
the scene.

Health authorities
said an overnight Israeli
strike killed 12 doctors,
paramedics and nurses
working at a healthcare
centre in the town of Burj
Qalawiya.

The Israeli army said
on Saturday that a day
earlier it struck Hiz-

bollah operatives “who
were bringing rockets
into a weapons depot”
in Majdal, around seven
kilometres from Burj
Qalawiya.

On a visit to Lebanon
that began on Friday, UN
chief Antonio Guterres
called on Israel and the
Iran-backed Hizbollah
to “stop the war” and
launched a $325 million
humanitarian appeal to
support Lebanon, where

hundreds of thousands

of people have been
displaced.
The NNA also reported

on Friday that Israeli
shells hit a United Na-
tions base hosting Nepa-
li peacekeepers in the
southern border town of
Mais Al Jabal.

Turkey expressed deep
concern Saturday over
Israel's ongoing strikes
on Lebanon over con-
cerns it would commit
“a new genocide” un-
der the guise of fighting
Hizbollah.

“We are frankly con-
cerned [Israeli prime
minister Benjamin]
Netanyahu is moving to-
ward a new genocide un-
der the pretext of fight-
ing Hizbollah,” Turkish
Foreign Minister Hakan
Fidan said, urging the
international ~ commu-
nity to “take immediate
action”.

French President Em-
manuel Macron on Sat-
urday said Lebanon was
ready to engage in “direct
talks” with Israel and of-
fered to host negotiations
in Paris.

“The Lebanese govern-
ment has signalled its
willingness to engage in
direct talks with Israel,”
he said on X.

“France is ready to fa-
cilitate these talks by
hosting them in Paris,”
Macron said, adding he
had spoken to the presi-
dent and prime minister
of Lebanon.

Jordanian injured by falling
shrapnel in Fujairah after
Iranian attack — ministry

Continued from page 1

The ministry also
thanked the United Arab
Emirates for the care it
provides to Jordanian
residents and for the
medical attention given
to those injured during
the attacks.

Smoke was rising
from the direction of a
major UAE energy in-
stallation on Saturday,
in what appeared to be
the latest strike target-
ing the Gulf’s petroleum
facilities, hours after the
US struck Iran’s Kharg
Island oil hub, according
to AFP.

Clouds of dark black
smoke were seen com-
ing from Fujairah, which
is home to a major port
where Iranian attacks
have already targeted
an oil storage and trad-
ing hub. The port is also
home to a major oil ex-
port terminal.

Local authorities, in
an online statement,
cited by AFP, said debris
falling after a successful
drone interception had
caused a fire, without
specifying the location.

Drone strikes hit the
UAE's Fujairah energy
installations earlier this
month, with falling de-
bris from an intercepted
drone sparking a blaze,
authorities said.

Since the beginning
of the war, Iran has me-

thodically targeted the
Gulf’s major energy in-
stallations from Kuwait
to Oman.

The strikes have most-
ly hit oil and gas fields
or sprawling complexes,
such as the massive Ras
Tanura refinery in Saudi
Arabia, Ras Laffan gas
processing base in Qatar
and the complex hous-
ing the Ruwais refin-
ery in the United Arab
Emirates.

Clouds of dark
black smoke
were seen
coming from
Fujairah...

Iran has also effec-
tively halted traffic in
the crucial Strait of Hor-
muz, a vital shipping
lane that saw around 20
per cent of the world’s
oil and liquefied natural
gas pass through its wa-
ters before the onset of
the war.

Strait of Hormuz emerges as key pressure point in widening Iran

Continued from page 1

Nearly one fifth of
the world's oil supply,
about 17 million bar-
rels per day, passes
through the corridor,
according to energy in-
dustry estimates. Tank-
ers carrying exports
from Saudi Arabia, Iraq,
Kuwait, Qatar and the
United Arab Emirates
must cross the passage
before reaching global
markets.

Asian economies in-
cluding China, India,
Japan and South Korea
rely heavily on these
shipments, while Eu-
ropean markets also
depend on Gulf oil and
liquefied natural gas

transported  through
the route.
Such concentration

of energy flows means
even limited disrup-
tion in the strait could
quickly reverberate
across global markets.

The corridor has long
been a focal point of ge-
opolitical tension.

Iran has repeatedly
warned it could disrupt
shipping through the
strait if its oil exports
were targeted or if
confrontation with the
United States escalated.

Washington = main-
tains a strong naval
presence in the Gulf
to ensure freedom of
navigation and deter
attacks on commercial

shipping.
Political analyst
Amer Sabaileh said that

Iran has long viewed
the strait as a strate-
gic pressure tool tied
to global energy mar-
kets and international
politics.

“Iran believed this
was a card it could con-
tinue to use, linked to
international politics,
shipping, oil prices and
energy flows,” Sabaileh
told The Jordan Times.

“But it appears the
United States recog-
nises this as one of the
tools Iran relied on and
has begun working to
neutralise.”

Sabaileh pointed to
recent developments,
including US move-
ments around Kharg
Island and the deploy-
ment of specialised Ma-
rine units to secure key
maritime areas, as indi-
cations that Washing-
ton is seeking to reduce
Iran's leverage over the

Satellite images show fires burning and vast plumes of black smoke rising from Iran’s main na-

val headquarters at Bandar Abbas

strait.

“Using this card
could ultimately back-
fire on Iran,” he said.
“It risks turning in-
ternational positions
against Tehran and
accelerating efforts to

form a coalition to se-
cure the strait.”
President Donald
Trump said on Friday
that the United States
had heavily bombed
military targets on
Iran’s oil hub Kharg

AFP photo

Island and the US
Navy would soon be-
gin escorting tankers
through the Strait of
Hormuz.

In a post on Truth So-
cial, Trump said mili-
tary targets on Kharg

Island, which handles
almost all of Iran's
crude exports, had been
“totally obliterated” in
“one of the most pow-
erful bombing raids in
the History of the Mid-
dle East”.

He said he had cho-
sen not to target oil
infrastructure on the
island for now, accord-
ing to AFP.

“However, should
Iran, or anyone else,
do anything to inter-
fere with the Free and
Safe Passage of Ships
through the Strait of
Hormuz, I will imme-
diately reconsider this
decision,” the US presi-
dent said.

Trump said the US
Navy would start
escorting tankers
through the Strait of
Hormuz “very soon”,
but governments
around the world fear a
prolonged blow to their
economies with crude
oil prices up more than
40 per cent since the
war began.

In remarks to The
Jordan Times, econom-

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
Ministry of Investment

The procurement process will be conducted in two stages:
1- First Stage — Request for Qualification (RFQ): Interested parties are invited to submit
their qualifications for shortlisting.

2- Second Stage — Request for Proposals (RFP): Only shortlisted applicants will be
invited to submit their technical and financial proposals

For inquiries, please contact: NRW.PPP @moin.gov.jo

Request for Qualification (RFQ) Announcement
Non-Revenue Water (NRW) Reduction Project — Performance-Based Contract (PBC)
Amman, 12/03/2026

The Ministry of Investment (MolN) / Public-Private Partnership Unit of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan hereby invites
qualified companies or consortia to participate in the Request for Qualification (RFQ) process for the Non-Revenue Water
(NRW) Reduction Project through a Performance-Based Contract (PBC) in Amman Governorate, in cooperation with the
Water Authority of Jordan and Miyahuna Company.

The Project is aligned with the National Water Strategy and aims to reduce non-revenue water and improve the efficiency of
water services and operation of distribution networks in the southern and southeastern areas of Amman.

The Ministry of Investment seeks to select a private sector operator to contract with the Water Authority of Jordan (WAJ) for
implementation of the Project through a transparent and competitive procurement process, in accordance with the Public-
Private Partnership Law No. (19) of 2023 and in line with international best practices.

Interested parties may obtain the RFQ documents by contacting the following email address:
NRW.PPP @moin.gov.jo with the subject line: “NRW PBC RFQ Documents”

Applications for Qualification must be submitted in person to the Public-Private Partnership Unit, Ministry of Investment, 2nd
Floor, Fifth Circle, Al-Kindi Street, Building No. (36-A), Amman, Jordan, P.O. Box 893, Amman 11821, Jordan, in addition to

submitting an electronic copy in accordance with the instructions provided in the RFQ documents.

The deadline for submission of Applications for Qualification is Thursday 23 April 2026 at 12:00 PM (Amman Local Time).

i
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MINISTRY OF INVESTMENT

ic expert Musa Saket,
a board member at
the Amman Chamber
of Industry, said that
even temporary dis-
ruption to navigation
could send shockwaves
through global energy
markets.

“Any disruption to
navigation in the Strait
of Hormuz, even if tem-
porary, would quickly
affect global energy
markets,” Saket said.

He noted that oil
prices could rise sharp-
ly depending on the
scale and duration of
any disruption, while
shipping and maritime
insurance costs would
also increase.

war

For Jordan, the con-
sequences would likely
appear through higher
energy import costs
and additional pres-
sure on the trade bal-
ance, given the King-
dom’'s reliance on
imported energy.

Even without a full
closure, analysts say
that the Strait of Hor-
muz remains one of the
world’s most sensitive
geopolitical choke-
points, where any es-
calation can quickly
ripple through global
energy markets and re-
shape the international
response to the widen-
ing Iran conflict.

0il prices stayed over

$100 per barrel Friday
while stock markets
slid, with no end in
sight to disruption in
crude supplies as war
rages on in the Middle
East.

The price of Brent
crude, the benchmark
international oil con-
tract, dipped below
$100 during the day,
sending equities brief-
ly higher.

But stocks slid back
into the red as Brent
climbed back above the

$100 mark.
It closed at $103.14
per barrel, and has

soared by more than 42
percent since the start
of the conflict.

:Invitation

:Project Overview

:Project Scope

.infrastructure

‘Eligibility

.(RFP) document

:Inquiries

:Disclaimer

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

Ministry of Investment

Request for Qualification (RFQ) Announcement

Amman Bridge Project

Toll-Based Bridge PPP Project

Amman, 12/3/2026 — The Ministry of Investment (Public-Private Partnership Unit) invites
qualified companies or consortia specializing in the design, construction, financing, opera-
tion, and maintenance of large-scale road and bridge infrastructure projects to participate in
.the Request for Qualification (RFQ) for the Amman Bridge Project

The Ministry of Investment (MoIN) of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan announces the
Invitation for Prequalification for the Amman Bridge Project, a toll-based bridge project that
.connects Sweileh to the north with Naour to the south along King Abdullah Il Road

The project consists of the development of a toll bridge along King Abdullah Il Road, to
allow uninterrupted traffic flow, with toll charges, for private vehicles and Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) buses, with an approximate length of 16 km and two lanes in each direction, includ-
ing the associated works. The project will also integrate with Phase Il of the Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) project, including the construction of bus stops, pedestrian bridges, and
acceleration, deceleration, and storage lanes for buses, as well as the supply and opera-
tion of a fully electronic Free-Flow Tolling system, in addition to the required works and

The project will be implemented under a Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model, including
.design, construction, financing, operation, and maintenance

The Ministry of Investment seeks to select a private sector partner to implement the

Project through a transparent and competitive open tender process, in accordance with the
provisions of the Jordanian Public-Private Partnership Projects Law No. (19) of 2023 and
Public-Private Partnership Projects Regulation No. (9) of 2024, and in line with international
best practices. The tender process will be carried out in two stages. The first stage consists
of a Request for Qualification (RFQ), through which interested applicants will be evaluated
against predefined qualification criteria. Only applicants that are prequalified at the RFQ
stage will be invited to participate in the second stage and receive the Request for Proposal

:Obtaining the RFQ Documents
Interested parties may obtain the RFQ documents by sending an email titled “Amman
Bridge Project RFQ Documents” to: [ATB.PPP@moin.gov.jo], stating the identity of the

applying entity/applicant (“Applicant”). Within the body of the email, please attach the com-
pany’s registration certificate alongside the bank wire transfer receipt of a non-refundable
:fee of JOD 1,000 (or the equivalent of USD 1,410). Fee shall be wired to

. Account Name: MINISTRY OF INVESTMENT / TRUST
. Bank: Central Bank of Jordan

g Account No.: 01-3100-1208

. IBAN: JO76 CBJO 0010 0000 0000 0131 0012 08
Once the RFQ documents are obtained, in order to submit an application for qualification,
Applicants shall follow the detailed submission instructions stipulated therein. The deadline
.(for submitting prequalification applications is 12/5/2026, at 12:00 (Jordan local time

[For any inquiries, please contact: [ATB.PPP @moin.gov.jo

The Ministry of Investment reserves the right to modify, suspend or cancel the RFQ pro-
.cess at any time and is not obligated to award any contract as a result of this process
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The cost of war
and lost chance
for development

By Raad Mahmoud Al-Tal

ars often show a clear economic contradic-
Wtion. Huge amounts of money are spent on

military operations, while many basic devel-
opment needs in the world remain underfunded. The
current conflict is a clear example. The cost of direct
military operations is estimated at about 2 billion
dollars every day. This large number raises an impor-
tant question: What would happen if this money were
used for development instead of war?

If we calculate this amount over a full year, the to-
tal cost reaches about 730 billion dollars. From an
economic point of view, this is an enormous financial
resource that could change many humanitarian and
development issues around the world.

For example, eliminating extreme poverty globally
requires between 60 and 80 billion dollars per year.
This means the cost of just one year of war could fund
the fight against extreme poverty several times. End-
ing world hunger requires about 40 billion dollars
annually, which means the same yearly war spending
could cover this goal around eighteen times.

The same logic applies to education. Providing ba-
sic education for all children in the world requires
about 39 billion dollars per year. In other words, the
amount spent on war in one year could finance this
goal for almost eighteen years.

These numbers clearly show the large gap between
the money spent on wars and the money needed to
solve major global development problems.

If we look at the Middle East, the impact of redi-
recting these resources could be enormous. Two bil-
lion dollars a day could provide food for about eight
million people for an entire year. In simple terms, ten
days of war spending would be enough to cover hun-
ger needs across the Middle East for one full year.

The difference becomes even clearer when we talk
about reconstruction. Estimates suggest that one
month of war spending could be enough to rebuild the
Gaza Strip. In the same way, about fifty days of war
costs could help revive Yemen's economy and rebuild
much of its damaged infrastructure.

Water is another major challenge in the region.
However, the cost of seventy-five days of war could
finance large desalination projects and modern water
networks that could help solve a big part of the Mid-
dle East’s water shortage.

If the cost of one hundred days of war were invested
in renewable energy, the region could move towards
becoming an important centre for clean energy and
sustainable development.

The scale becomes even clearer when we look at
countries heavily damaged by long conflicts. Esti-
mates indicate that two hundred days of war spend-
ing could be enough to rebuild Syria completely and
help restart its key economic sectors.

But the effects of war are not limited to its direct
financial cost. Wars also affect the global economy,
especially through energy markets. Tensions in the
Middle East often lead to higher oil prices around the
world.

Economic studies show that if oil prices increase
by 10 per cent, global inflation may rise by about 40
basis points, which equals 0.40 percentage points. For
example, if global inflation is 3 per cent, it could rise
to about 3.4 per cent. Even though this increase may
seem small, it can raise living costs, increase pressure
on central banks and slow economic growth in many
countries.

At the same time, some sectors benefit from wars.
Defense companies usually see a rise in demand for
weapons and military equipment. Energy companies
may benefit from higher oil prices caused by geopo-
litical tensions. In addition, financial market traders
often profit from the volatility in oil, gold and cur-
rency markets.

This situation highlights an important economic
reality. Wars are not only military conflicts. They are
also part of a complex economic system where po-
litical, strategic and financial interests overlap. While
societies suffer from destruction, inflation, and in-
stability, some sectors gain from the continuation of
conflict.

In the end, if even a small part of the money spent
on wars were directed towards development projects,
infrastructure, energy, food security and education,
the Middle East could change within a few years. It
could move from being a region known for conflict to a
region known for economic growth, stability, and sus-
tainable development.

The same money that destroys cities today could in-
stead rebuild them. It could help turn the region into
a center for renewable energy, food security and mod-
ern infrastructure, and perhaps even into a model of
stability and prosperity.

Jordan’s strength: Unity behind

the Hashemite leadership

By Hassan Da’jah

midst the major trans-
Aformations sweeping the

region, Jordan stands out
as a nation that has managed,
over many decades, to main-
tain its balance and stabil-
ity despite successive regional
storms. This is largely due
to the national cohesion that
unites the Jordanian people
around their Hashemite lead-
ership. The popular support
for His Majesty King Abdullah
forms the cornerstone of the
state’s strength and its ability
to protect its security and sta-
bility. Jordanians understand
that preserving Jordan's secu-
rity and stability is a collec-
tive responsibility, and that the
state’s strength stems not only
from its institutions and mili-
tary and security capabilities,
but also from the unity of its
people and their trust in their
leadership.

Experience has proven that
Jordan, despite its limited re-
sources and the surrounding
challenges, has been able to
withstand complex regional
crises thanks to this cohesion
between the leadership and the
people. The Jordanian Armed
Forces — the Arab Army — and
the various security agencies
stand as an impenetrable bar-
rier protecting the Kingdom'’s
borders by land, sea, and air,
based on a firm doctrine of
defending the homeland and
preserving its security and
sovereignty. In turn, the Jorda-
nian people stand in support of
these efforts, recognising that
Jordan's security and stability
are a red line that cannot be
crossed.

Jordan'’s true strength lies in
its internal unity and the mu-
tual trust between the lead-
ership and the people. The
Hashemite leadership, which
derives its historical legitimacy
from its role in serving the na-
tion's causes and defending its
interests, has always been keen
to consolidate the concept of

a state based on moderation,
wisdom, and openness. His
Majesty King Abdullah has con-
tinued this approach through a
balanced policy that combines
preserving Jordan's national
interests with active participa-
tion in regional and interna-
tional efforts to promote sta-
bility.

Therefore, Jordan’s
message to the world
remains clear and
unwavering: there
can be no genuine
security in the Middle
East without justice...

Amidst the escalating ten-
sions in the region, Jordan
continues to play a pivotal
diplomatic role, striving to
de-escalate tensions and pre-
vent the region from sliding
into wider conflicts. Jordanian
diplomacy, under the leader-
ship of His Majesty the King,
is constantly engaged in inter-
national and regional meetings
and communications to convey
the voice of reason and advo-
cate for dialogue and political
solutions, rather than military
confrontations that only bring
further destruction and insta-
bility. This role is based on a
clear vision that regional secu-
rity cannot be achieved by force
alone, but rather by addressing
the root causes of the conflict
that continue to fuel recurring
tensions.

At the heart of this Jordanian
vision lies the Palestinian is-
sue, considered the core of the
conflict in the Middle East. Jor-

dan believes that disregarding
the legitimate rights of the Pal-
estinian people and attempting
to circumvent or marginalise
them is the primary reason for
the continued instability in the
region. From this perspective,
Jordan continues to emphasise
in various international forums
the necessity of reaching a just
and comprehensive solution to
the Palestinian issue that guar-
antees the establishment of an
independent and sovereign Pal-
estinian state within the June
4,1967 borders, with East Jeru-
salem as its capital.

Jordan'’s position in this con-
text is not merely a political
stance, but rather an extension
of deeply rooted principles in
Jordanian policy based on the
defense of right and justice. Jor-
dan, by virtue of its geographi-
cal location and its historical
and political ties to the Pales-
tinian cause, fully understands
that any attempt to circumvent
this right will only deepen the
crises and open the door to new
waves of tension and violence.
Therefore, Jordan continues to
advocate for the two-state solu-
tion as the only realistic path
to achieving a just and lasting
peace in the region.

The past years have proven
that the absence of a genuine
political horizon for resolving
the Palestinian issue invari-
ably leads to an explosion of
violence in the region. When-
ever Palestinian rights are ig-
nored or attempts are made to
impose unilateral solutions,
tensions escalate and crises
worsen. Hence, Jordan affirms
that regional stability cannot
be achieved without a just so-
lution to the Palestinian issue,
and that the two-state solu-
tion is the true key to ending
the conflict and opening a new
chapter of peace and develop-
ment in the Middle East.

In this context, His Majesty
King Abdullah continues his
intensive diplomatic efforts on
the international stage to gar-
ner support for this solution

and keep the Palestinian issue
at the forefront of internation-
al attention. Jordan has often
succeeded in playing the role of
a rational mediator, striving to
bridge differences and prevent
escalation, leveraging its bal-
anced relations with various
regional and international par-
ties. Today, Jordan stands firm
in the face of challenges, draw-
ing strength from a long legacy
of political wisdom and mod-
eration, and from a conscious
people who understand the im-
portance of preserving national
unity. The Jordanian people’s
support for their Hashemite
leadership constitutes the true
safeguard of the state, empow-
ering it to confront crises with
confidence and steadfastness.
In a world witnessing rapid
transformations and escalat-
ing conflicts, Jordan remains
a model of a state that has
successfully combined strong
leadership with social cohe-
sion, affirming that true stabil-
ity begins from within and is
reinforced by the unity of the
people and their trust in their
leadership.

Therefore, Jordan's message
to the world remains clear and
unwavering: There can be no
genuine security in the Middle
East without justice, and no
lasting stability can be built
without recognising the legiti-
mate rights of the Palestinian
people and establishing their
independent and sovereign
state on their national soil. Ig-
noring or attempting to circum-
vent these rights will only deep-
en crises and perpetuate the
cycle of tension in the region.
Jordan, under its Hashemite
leadership and with its peo-
ple, will remain committed to
its historical role in defending
these principles and working
diplomatically and politically
to establish a just peace and
enhance regional stability.

Hassan Da’jah — professor of Strategic
Studies at Al-Hussein Bin Talal
University

How to electrity the Global South

By Abba Aliyu, Manoj Sinha, Woochong
Um and Abba Aliyu

EW DELHI/ABUJA —
|\| Since the turn of the
century, India has
nearly doubled the share of its
households that are connected
to electricity, from 56 per cent
in 2000 to nearly 100 per cent
today. In doing so, it has made
one of the world's largest con-
tributions to reducing the glo-
bal electricity deficit, from 1.4
billion people to 700 million.
Now, Nigeria, currently among
the countries with the largest
unelectrified population glo-
bally, might be on the cusp of a
similar energy transformation.
At a time of heightened glo-
bal uncertainty, escalating
climate pressures and rapid
technological change, energy
security and economic growth
depend on systems that are
integrated, resilient, home-
grown, digitally enabled and
investable at scale.

That is a tall order. But poli-
cymakers and investors in-
creasingly appear to be com-
mitted to fulfilling it, and at
three events last month, the In-
dia AI Impact Summit in New
Delhi, Mumbai Climate Week
and the African Union Summit
in Addis Ababa, leaders dis-
cussed their experiences and
exchanged insights that can
support progress.

In our own work to expand
electricity access, we have
learned a few critical lessons
that should shape electrifica-
tion strategies, beginning with
the importance of integration
to deliver scale and resilience.
This means that energy should
come from a variety of sources,
and all components of energy
systems, transmission, distri-
bution, storage and end use,
should be planned and man-
aged in a coherent, holistic
manner.

In Nigeria, the government
has mandated that distribu-
tion companies source 10 per
cent of electricity from em-
bedded generation, including
5 per cent from renewables.
Moreover, a network of inter-
connected mini-grids, linked
to existing, but currently unre-

liable, grid infrastructure, will
deliver reliable energy access
to hundreds of thousands of
homes and businesses.

Other countries with finan-
cially stressed grids, including
India, are studying this model,
while pursuing innovative so-
lutions of their own. For exam-
ple, India launched a scheme
in 2024 to install rooftop solar
systems on 10 million homes,
and now requires that systems
be integrated into local grids.

The second key lesson is
that countries should embrace
digital and AI-enabled tools.
While much attention has fo-
cused on the environmental is-
sues Al raises, the technology
has also emerged as a power-
ful solution for enhancing en-
ergy access and sustainability.
Thanks to AI and virtualised
grid management, it is now
possible to operate complex,
distributed systems at a scale
that would have been unimagi-
nable just a few years ago.

The Indian state of Rajas-
than is learning this firsthand.
Under the Global Energy Alli-
ance’s India Grids of the Fu-
ture Accelerator, which is in-
vesting $25 million to support
utilities in modernising their
grids, the state has built a dig-
ital “twin” of Jaipur’s electric-
ity grid and is harnessing AI to
deliver real-time insights. The
data will be used to assess grid
health and identify opportuni-
ties for optimisation, including
in how to integrate renewables
and battery storage. This initi-
ative, which appears set to de-
liver more reliable energy ac-
cess to up to 18 million mostly
rural people, could serve as a
model for global data-driven
utility management.

A third lesson is that energy
access delivers the greatest
economic and social returns
when governments and utili-
ties work with actors across
sectors to ensure that they
have the tools, training, and
financing to use it effectively.
In Nigeria, initiatives like the
Energising Agriculture Pro-
gramme and the Energising
Education Programme provide
farms, schools, and teaching
hospitals access to clean ener-

gy and the capabilities needed
to use it to increase productiv-
ity and improve services.
India’'s Pradhan  Mantri
Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Ut-
thaan Mahabhiyan scheme
promotes solar-energy adop-
tion in agriculture, thereby
boosting farmers’ incomes and
energy security, while reduc-
ing emissions. Launched in
2019, PM-KUSUM has already
led to the solarisation of over
2 million irrigation pumps,
which previously used diesel,
improving the livelihoods of
more than 600,000 farmers.

Other countries with
financially stressed
grids, including India,
are studying this
model, while pursuing
innovative solutions of
their own...

The final critical lesson is
that emerging economies can
overcome elevated risk per-
ceptions and mobilise private
capital, including from for-
eign investors. The key is to
strengthen policy frameworks,
deliver clear market signals,
promote proven business mod-
els, and highlight early success
stories.

The introduction of ambi-
tious, time-bound national tar-
gets with transparent tracking
mobilises private capital and
keeps entrepreneurs engaged.
This was the case in India,
where the government’s plan
for electrifying every house-
hold, announced in 2017, led
to robust investment in mod-
ernising the existing grid and
expanding mini-grids, thereby

delivering energy to unserved
and underserved areas.

Africa appears to be taking
this lesson to heart. So far, 29
of the continent’s governments
have committed to connect
300 million people to reliable
power by 2030. By submitting
National Energy Compacts
with time-bound targets to
the World Bank and the Afri-
can Development Bank, these
countries have signaled to in-
vestors that they are ready and
willing to scale up investment
in energy infrastructure. Ni-
geria alone has mobilised over
a billion dollars to expand en-
ergy access.

To be sure, new markets al-
ways call for bold early in-
vestors. But supportive policy
frameworks, together with pi-
lot projects providing proof of
concept and catalytic and con-
cessional finance that helps to
de-risk investments, can at-
tract the pioneers new markets
need.

Nigeria's interconnected
mini-grid project is a case in
point. It began with only four
grids serving around 6,000
homes and businesses, just
enough to make the technolog-
ical and business case for the
initiative. Add to that World
Bank funding, and the project
pipeline quickly began filling
up. The country now expects
the initiative to attract hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in
private investment.

If countries hope to achieve
rapid progress on electrifica-
tion, they should take these
lessons to heart. Rather than
rely on incremental efforts or
one-size-fits-all models, they
must integrate distributed and
centralised systems, make the
most of Al-enabled tools, and
send credible signals that en-
tice private capital. India and
Nigeria have shown what is
possible. Others should follow
their lead.

Abba Aliyu is CEO of the Rural
Electrification Agency in Nigeria.
Manoj Sinha is CEO and co-founder of
Husk Power. Woochong Um is CEO of
the Global Energy Alliance for People
and Planet. Abba Aliyu is CEO of the
Rural Electrification Agency in Nigeria.
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Minister of industry, trade and supply, Yarub Qudah, discusses in Damascus with head of the
Syrian General Authority for Land and Sea Ports, Qutaiba Badawi, a number of economic and
trade issues of mutual interest between the two countries

Jordan, Syria discuss strengthening
trade, transport cooperation

AMMAN (JT) — Min-
ister of industry, trade
and supply, Yarub
Qudah, discussed in
Damascus with head of
the Syrian General Au-
thority for Land and Sea
Ports, Qutaiba Badawi,
a number of economic
and trade issues of mu-
tual interest between
the two countries.

The talks on Thurs-
day addressed ways to
enhance trade exchange
between Jordan and
Syria, with both sides
stressing the impor-
tance of facilitating the
entry of goods and prod-
ucts, and ensuring their
smooth transit through
flexible procedures that
support commercial
activity.

The two sides agreed
to facilitate the passage
of Jordanian trucks to
Syrian ports to carry
out loading and unload-

ing operations, as well
as allow Syrian trucks
to cross to the port of
Agaba to conduct simi-
lar activities.

The step is expected
to strengthen integra-
tion in the transport
and logistics sector
and open broader pros-
pects for regional trade
movement.

They also discussed
the current regional
conditions and the
challenges they pose to
transport and trade.

Both sides agreed to
allow Jordanian trucks
carrying goods of Jorda-
nian origin to enter Syr-
ian territory, and Syrian
trucks carrying goods
of Syrian origin to entre
Jordan without the need
for cargo transfer at the
border in order to facili-
tate movement of goods.

During the meeting,
both sides stressed the

importance of benefit-
ting from the strategic
geographic location of
the two countries and
working to develop
mechanisms of coopera-
tion to help transform
them into regional hubs
for consolidating goods
and reexporting them
to Gulf and European
markets.

The move would help
boost trade activity and
stimulate the transport
and logistics sector.

They also agreed on
the need to maintain
joint coordination to ad-
dress the impact of re-
gional developments on
trade and supply chains,
ensuring the smooth
flow of goods and secur-
ing market needs while
facilitating import and
export operations in ac-
cordance with the regu-
lations and procedures
in both countries.

BUSINESS

Jordan’s free trade agreements
drive 73% of exports in 2025 — ACC

AMMAN (JT) — Coun-
tries linked to Jordan
through free trade
agreements accounted
for 73.2 per cent of the
Kingdom's total ex-
ports in 2025, accord-
ing to data from the
Amman Chamber of
Commerce (ACC).

Statistics cited by
the Jordan  News
Agency, Petra, on Sat-
urday showed that
exports to countries
with which Jordan
has trade agreements
reached JD7.047 bil-
lion in 2025, compared
with JD6.553 billion in
2024.

The same group of
countries  accounted
for 54.4 per cent of
Jordan's total imports
last year. Imports from
these markets rose to
JD11.167 Dbillion in
2025, up from JD9.921
billion in 2024.

Overall, Jordan's
total trade in 2025
amounted to JD9.623
billion in exports and
JD20.527 Dbillion in
imports, according to
Petra.

Jordan has signed
several free trade
agreements with glo-
bal economic blocs and
individual countries,
including the Greater
Arab Free Trade Area,
the free trade agree-
ment with the United
States, the partnership
agreement with the
European Union and
the agreement with the
European Free Trade
Association, which in-
cludes Switzerland,

JTfile

Countries linked to Jordan through free trade agreements account for 73.2 per cent of the Kingdom’s total exports in 2025,
according to data from the Amman Chamber of Commerce

Liechtenstein, Iceland
and Norway.

Jordan has also con-
cluded trade agree-
ments with Singapore,
the Agadir Agreement
bloc, which includes
Tunisia, Egypt and
Morocco, as well as
Canada and the United
Kingdom.

The Greater Arab

Free Trade Area (FTA)
ranked first among
destinations for Jorda-
nian exports within the
group of FTA partners,
accounting for 41.1 per
cent of exports valued
at JD3.952 billion in
2025, up from JD3.584
billion in 2024.

The United States
ranked second, ac-

counting for 22.6 per
cent of exports worth
JD2.178 billion last
year, compared with
JD2.307 billion in 2024.

President of the
Amman Chamber of
Commerce Khalil Haj
Tawfiq said most of
these agreements were
signed after King Ab-
dullah assumed his

constitutional powers,
helping integrate Jor-
dan’s economy into the
global market.

He added that the
agreements have made
Jordan the only Arab
country linked to a
wide network of free
trade deals with mul-
tiple international eco-
nomic blocs.

How is the Mideast
war |mpact|ng Iraq s oil mdustry7

BAGHDAD (AFP) —
Iraq's economy de-
pends almost entirely
on its crude oil sales,
now seriously threat-
ened by the Middle
East war with Iran
choking the crucial
Strait of Hormuz.

0il exports and pro-
duction have nearly
come to a standstill
with the waterway
all but shut by Iran's
attacks and threats
against shipping, and
following repeated
drone strikes on some
of the country's oil
facilities.

The war sparked
by US-Israel strikes
on Iran on February
28 has sparked cha-
os on global markets
and sent the price of
oil soaring after the
Islamic republic im-
posed control by force
over the crucial artery.

Like other oil export-
ers in the region, Iraq
cannot get its crude
through the strait and
while it previously
exported an average
of 3.5 million barrels
daily, accounting for
some 90 per cent of
its income, that has
dropped to roughly
200,000 barrels.

Iraq has sought to
calm fears by announc-
ing that it is exploring
alternative routes, but
experts fear that its
economy is too fragile
to withstand such an
enormous blow.

How has Iraq's oil
sector been affected,
and what could hap-
pen if the conflict
continues?

What is the situation
now?

Before the war, Iraq
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A dock worker walks past a container ship at Umm Qasr Port in Basra on Thursday

exported most of its
daily crude oil through
its southern Basra
ports and the Strait of
Hormuz.

"The war has effec-
tively halted Iraqi oil
exports: The closure of
the Strait of Hormuz
has stopped 94 per
cent of these exports,”
said Economist Ahmed
Tabaqchali, a senior
non-resident at the At-
lantic Council.

The remaining 6 per
cent from the autono-
mous Kurdistan region
is at a standstill, with
production paused due
to attacks on oil fields,
he said.

"This situation has
exposed  longstand-
ing structural weak-
nesses in Iraq's oil ex-
port system," Yesar Al
Maleki, an oil industry
expert at Middle East
Economic Survey, told
AFP.

Following vyears of

underinvestment in
its infrastructure, the
industry is unable to
cope with sudden dis-
ruptions, he said, and
as a result is "facing
the consequences".

"Onshore storage ca-
pacity quickly filled,
leaving Iraq with little
choice but to shut in
production at several
of its giant southern
oil fields," he said.

Drone strikes have
targeted oil fields, no-
tably in Basra, and
several foreign compa-
nies across the coun-
try have suspended
production over secu-
rity fears.

An attack claimed
by Tehran on two oil
tankers off the Iraqi
coast killed one crew
member, with Iran
saying that one of the
tankers, flying a Mar-
shall Islands flag, was
American.

The US embassy

in Baghdad warned
that Iran and Tehran-
backed Iraqi armed
groups may be plan-
ning to target Ameri-
can energy facilities.

What is the economic
impact?

"One of the problems
with the Iraqi economy
is its exclusive depend-
ence on the oil sector,”
a senior Iraqi govern-
ment official said.

For decades, the
budget has been al-
most entirely covered
by oil revenues.

Maleki said oil rev-
enues usually take
two or three months to
reach the government,
and anticipated the
full impact would only
be understood in May.

An immediate issue
could be civil servants'
salaries.

The state is the
country's largest em-

ployer with more than
nine million Iraqgis, or
one in five citizens, re-
ceiving a salary, a pen-
sion or public benefits,
according to official
figures.

Iraq also relies heav-
ily on foreign currency
generated from crude
oil sales to finance im-
ports and stabilise the
Iraqi dinar.

Maleki said pres-
sure on Iraq's foreign
currency reserves, and
the stability of the US-
dinar exchange, could
also worsen.

Possible solutions?

Authorities announced
this week that they are
exploring several al-
ternative routes for oil
exports.

These include using

a pipeline connect-
ing Iraq's semi-au-
tonomous Kurdistan

to the Turkish port of
Ceyhan, which is typi-
cally used to export oil
from the autonomous
region.

Oil Minister Hayan
Abdel Ghani promised
a deal with Kurdis-
tan to export approxi-
mately 200,000 barrels
per day (bpd) via this
pipeline.

He also expressed
hope that Kurdish ex-
ports of 210,000bpd
would resume.

But Kurdistan's lead-
ers are only willing to
sign such an agree-
ment if Baghdad eases
restrictions on access
to dollars through
banks to finance their
own imports.

However, these
short-term  solutions
would represent just
a fraction of pre-war
exports.

Oil stays above $100, stocks
slide tracking Mideast war

NEW YORK (AFP) —
0il prices stayed over
$100 per barrel on Fri-
day while stock mar-
kets slid, with no end
in sight to disruption
in crude supplies as
war rages on in the
Middle East.

With the conflict
heading toward its
third week, equity
markets continued
falling amid investor
worries of an extended
crisis that could fan
inflation and hammer
the global economy.

The price of Brent
crude, the benchmark
international oil con-
tract, dipped below
$100 during the day,
sending equities brief-
ly higher.

But stocks slid back
into the red as Brent
climbed back above
the $100 mark.

It closed at $103.14
per barrel, and has
soared by more than
42 per cent since the
start of the conflict.

US-Israeli strikes
on Iran on February
28 plunged the Mid-
dle East into war,
sparking a surge in
fuel prices as Tehran
vowed to choke the
Strait of Hormuz — a
critical artery for glo-
bal energy transport.

"Crude oil is contin-
uing to dictate direc-
tion for markets as we
head towards the end
of a volatile week,"
said Fawad Razaq-
zada, market analyst
with Forex.com.

"The pressure re-
mains with no end in
sight in the Middle
East conflict," Razaq-
zada added.

"Traders are trying
to figure out what a
fair value for crude oil
is right now, given the
big release of emer-

gency oil reserves,
and the temporary re-
laxation of sanctions
on Russian oil sales
that's already at sea,"
he said.

Iran's threats over
the Strait of Hormuz,
through which a fifth
of global crude oil
and liquefied natural
gas passes, is causing
worries of rising pric-
es rippling through
the world economy.

"Fears of a burgeon-
ing energy crisis re-
main front and centre
for investors," noted
Joshua Mahony, chief
market analyst at
Scope Markets.

‘Markets will
be watching
closely for

any signals on
how they plan
to deal with
surging oil and
gas prices...'

"Inflationary fears
are particularly preva-
lent," Mahony added.

Major central banks,
which prior to the
war's outbreak were
heavily forecast to
keep cutting interest
rates, are now widely
expected next week to
freeze borrowing costs
or even hike them to

keep a lid on inflation.

An  unprecedented
seven central banks
are due to hold meet-
ings on interest rates
next week.

Investors also di-
gested updated US
economic growth data
for the fourth quar-
ter, which was revised
down to 0.7 per cent
from an initial reading
of 1.4 per cent.

And delayed data
showed the US Federal
Reserve's (Fed's) pre-
ferred inflation gauge
had dipped to 2.8 per
cent in January.

This is still higher
than the Fed's two-per
cent inflation target,
and reflects a period
before energy prices
shot higher.

The US central bank
now faces an environ-
ment where inflation
remains sticky and
could soon be boosted
by energy prices, while
GDP growth and the
labour market contin-
ue to lose momentum,
said eToro US Invest-
ment Analyst, Bret
Kenwell.

On foreign exchange
markets, the dollar
held gains against ma-
jor rivals owing to its
safe-haven status and
expectations that US
interest rates will re-
main elevated longer
than expected.

AJ Bell investment
director Russ Mould
said next week's cen-

tral bank meetings
"come at a delicate
time".

"Markets will be

watching closely for
any signals on how
they plan to deal with
surging oil and gas
prices and whether
they see it as a short-
term bump to look
through."
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SPORTS Gilgeous-Alexander breaks

hamberlain's NBA record 20-point streak

AT A GLANCE

FOOTBALL

Wrexham's Hollywood owners
commentate on win over Swansea

LONDON (AFP) — Wrexham's celebrity co-owners
Ryan Reynolds and Rob McElhenney were on com-
mentary duty as their team won 2-0 at home to
Welsh rivals Swansea on Friday to bolster their bid
for promotion to the Premier League. Victory over
Swansea, who have a famous American co-owner of
their own in rap singer Snoop Dogg, left Wrexham
sixth and on 60 points ahead of the bulk of this week-
end's second-tier Championship fixtures, and in a
play-off place. Nathan Broadhead opened the scor-
ing in the 25th minute with a low angled shot and
it seemed that might be the only goal of the game at
the Racecourse Ground. But Wrexham put the result
beyond doubt two minutes from time when George
Thomason's cross found Callum Doyle, whose down-
ward header took a big deflection off Swansea and
Wales forward Liam Cullen for an own-goal.Rey-
nolds and McElhenney provided commentary on the
game for British satellite broadcaster Sky Sports. The
pair praised Wrexham manager Phil Parkinson, with
Reynolds saying: "What a leader, what a gem, he is
so steady. He's character first, always character first.
Phil is now reading my scripts before I decide if I do
anything. He is quite something.”

TENNIS

Sabalenka downs Noskova to set Indian
Wells title rematch with Rybakina

INDIAN WELLS, United States (AFP) — Aryna
Sabalenka roared past Linda Noskova on Friday to
book an Indian Wells title showdown with Austral-
ian Open champion Elena Rybakina. Sabalenka beat
14th-ranked Czech Noskova 6-3, 6-4 and Rybakina
downed Ukraine's Elina Svitolina 7-5, 6-4 to set up
a mouth-watering rematch of their Melbourne final.
Rybakina also beat Sabalenka in the 2023 champi-
onship match in Indian Wells — where the Belaru-
sian star has come up empty in two prior trips to the
final. But Sabalenka has been in imperious form in
the California desert this year.She fired 37 winners,
with 11 aces, applying relentless pressure from the
baseline in a commanding win over Noskova. She
broke the big-serving Czech twice as she powered to
a 5-1 lead in the opening set."I think I really played
great tennis," Sabalenka said. "I was serving well. I
was playing well. I like the way I put her under pres-

sure on her serve."

Sunday, March 15, 2026

WASHINGTON, United

States (AFP) —
Shai Gilgeous-Al-
exander broke

the NBA record for con-
secutive 20-point games
by delivering his 127th
in a row on Friday in
Oklahoma City's 104-
102 home win over the
Boston Celtics.

Gilgeous-Alexander
scored 35 points on siz-
zling 13-0f-18 shooting
from the floor, including
2-of-5 from three-point
range, and 7-of-8 from
the free throw line while
adding nine assists, six
rebounds, three blocks
and two steals.

"All the records and
accomplishments are
great, but they don't
matter if you don't win
and that's all that was
on my mind," Gilgeous-
Alexander said.

"I would have given
the record for the W any
day of the week.I'm glad
we won and I got the
record.”

The reign-
ing NBA Most Valu-
able Player eclipsed the
63-year-old mark of 126
set by NBA legend Wilt
Chamberlain when he
sank a 20-foot jump
shot from the top of the
key with 7:04 remaining
in the third quarter.

That gave the 27-year-
old Canadian guard
21 points for the game
and lifted the reign-
ing NBA champion
Thunder level with Bos-
ton at 69-69.

The game was decid-
ed by Chet Holmgren's
two free throws with 0.8
of a second remaining
after being fouled on a
rebound, which gave
the Thunder the final
margin.
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A vendor is offering necklaces and other jewellery made from natural Baltic amber at a stall
outside the amber shop on Mariacka Street in Gdansk, Poland, on Tuesday

Polish designers give ancient
amber a modern twist

By Stanislaw Waszak
Agence France-Presse

GDANSK, Poland — Long
coveted for its golden col-
our, scientific value and
alleged healing proper
ties, young Polish jewel-
lers are transforming an-
cient amber into trendy
pieces for the contempo-
rary consumer.

Designers working with
the translucent fossil are
combining traditional
tools like drills, sanders,
blasters and power saws
with state-of-the-art tech-
nology at the Academy of
Fine Arts in Gdansk, a city
on Poland's Baltic Coast
known as the global am-
ber capital.

In virtual reality stu-
dios, students use their
screens to silently assem-
ble objects that spin, whirl
and twist, and may one
day become a new genera-
tion of prized jewellery.

"From the very start, we
learn the complete proc-
esses [of design], how to
apply our creativity to
them, how to use diverse
technologies," student
Martyna Golinska, 26,
told AFP.

She is particularly
drawn to the CNC nu-
merical milling tech-

nique, most often used in
the aerospace, automotive
and medical industries.

For fellow student
Paulina Smigiel, the chal-
lenge in these simulations
is to translate one'sar
tistic vision into the lan-
guage of numbers a ma-
chine can understand.

"If we succeed," she
said, "no other mechanical
intervention is necessary".

This is how rings, neck-
laces, bracelets, masks,
tiaras and more are
brought to life: Made from
or adorned with amber
dipped into or wreathed
in gold, silver or titanium.

Whether they are milled
or 3D-printed, standalone
pieces or combined with
other stones, minimal-
ist or complex, they are
not the traditional pieces
of amber jewellery syn-
onymous with Polish gift

shops.
"We encourage stu-
dents to look for their own

keys, their own ways of
'hacking' different tech-
nologies, whether they
are traditional or more re-
cent, or still only just ap-
pearing on the horizon,"
said 26-year-old graduate-
turned-assistant instruc-
tor Zuzanna Franczak.
"It's constantly evolv-

ing and artificial intelli-
gence is already starting
to make an appearance,”
she added.

The students' creativ-
ity is showcased in pieces
and catalogues as well as
at a dedicated exhibition
at the Amber Museum
along the Baltic Coast, on
what was once known as
the "Amber Road".

One of the most im-
portant trade routes of
classical antiquity, it was
here that so-called "Baltic
gold" was transported to
the Mediterranean.

Formed some 40 million
years ago from conifer
resins, amber often con-
tains air bubbles, plant
fragments or insects
trapped before fossilisa-
tion, granting each piece a
unique "fingerprint".

Once lauded by Ovid,
Nero and Pliny the Elder,
amber is prized in China
for its supposed thera-
peutic properties and
sought-after in the Mus-
lim world, most notably
for use in prayer beads.

In Gdansk itself, work-
shops, shops and stalls
dedicated to  amber
abound on every corner
of the historic centre,
each attracting flocks of
tourists.
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Jamal Murray #27 of the Denver Nuggets drives past Luke Kornet #7 of the San Antonio Spurs in the second half at Frost Bank
Centre on Friday in San Antonio, Texas

Boston had a fi-
nal chance but Payton
Pritchard missed a shot
at the buzzer.

The Thunder im-
proved to an NBA-best
52-15 with their seventh
consecutive victory,
dropping the Celtics to
43-23.

"I've been trying to
reach my ultimate goal,
which is hoisting the
trophy," Gilgeous-Alex-
ander said.

"Because that's all
I focus on, everything
else takes care of itself. I
look up and I've accom-
plished a few things."

By Ma Donaldson
Agency France-Presse

NEW YORK — The part-
nership between ravens
and wolves goes back to
Norse mythology — Od-
in's birds scouted ahead
and led prey to the god's
canines, a relationship
that provided food for
all.

The myth has some
roots in reality: When
wolves have a success-
ful hunt, ravens are of-
ten observed first on
the scene — and new
research published on
Thursday in the journal
Science put the legend to
the test.

The study's findings
suggest the birds are do-
ing more than just track-
ing the hunters: they're
using navigation and
spatial memory tech-
niques to scavenge with
sophistication.

While "ravens are al-
ready well-known for
their intelligence", lead
author Matthias-Clau-
dio Loretto told AFP,
seeing these cognitive
abilities "play out at a
much larger scale in the
wild" produced startling
results.

Ravens weren't just
following wolves — they
were clocking kill pat-
terns, creating mental
maps to support future
food quests.

The international re-
search team attached
tiny GPS trackers to 69
ravens — an impres-
sive number considering
the painstaking work in
trapping the particularly
observant birds.

"Even small changes
in their environment
can make them suspi-
cious," said Loretto,
who is at the University

Gilgeous-Alexander's
streak began on Novem-
ber 1, 2024, and since
then he has averaged
35.5 points and shot
53.5 per cent.

In the streak, Gil-
geous-Alexander  has
delivered all five of his
career 50-point games,
18 40-point perform-
ances and 85 30-point
games.

Gilgeous-Alexander
scored 17 points in
the first half, putting
himself on the brink
of NBA history as the
second half began.

He missed a three-
point attempt but was
later fouled on a drive
to the basket and made
two free throws to pull
within one point of the
milestone, setting the
stage for his break-
through basket.

Gilgeous-Alexander
was unhappy with only
10 points in the first
quarter.

"I was having a terri-
ble game to that point,"
he said.

"I didn't like how I
started. I started slug-
gish. I wanted to focus
on getting the car back

on the road and make
sure we walked out of
here with aW."

In other games, Victor
Wembanyama was side-
lined by a sore right an-
kle for the San Antonio
Spurs, which spoiled a
big-man matchup with
Denver's Nikola Jokic,
who had a triple double
with 31 points, 20 re-
bounds and 12 assists
in the Nuggets' 136-131
victory.

The Spurs had their
five-game win streak
snapped despite 30
points, 11 rebounds and
10 assists by Stephon

Castle, who missed a
tying three-point at-
tempt with 19.8 seconds
remaining.

Jamal Murray, who
scored 39 points, made
four late free throws to
seal Denver's victory.

Doncicscores 51

Los Angeles Lakers star
Luka Doncic scored 51
points, grabbed 10 re-
bounds and passed off
nine assists in a 142-
130 home victory over
Chicago.

At Indiana, Phoenix's
Devin Booker scored 43
points and Jalen Green
added 36 to spark the
Suns' 123-108 victory
over the Pacers, whose

losing streak hit 11
games.
Eastern  Conference

leader Detroit (47-18)
got a game-high 19
points from Duncan
Robinson plus 14 points
and 10 rebounds in 15
minutes by Jalen Duren
in a 131-109 home rout
of Philadelphia.

Atlanta stretched
its win streak to eight
games with a 108-
97 home victory over
Brooklyn. Jalen Johnson
sparked the Hawks with
21 points, nine rebounds
and nine assists.

Swedish guard Pelle
Larsson  scored 28
points and the Miami
Heat won their seventh
consecutive game, beat-
ing visiting Milwaukee
112-105.

The Orlando Magic
boosted their win streak
to six games with a 136-
131 overtime home tri-
umph over Washington.
Jalen Suggs finished
with 28 points and Tris-
tan da Silva had 26.
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Scavenging ravens memorise vast
tracts of wolf hunting grounds — study
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A new study suggests ravens use navigation and spatial memory techniques to scavenge

with sophistication

of Veterinary Medicine
in Vienna, and began
the research at the Max
Planck Institute of Ani-
mal Behaviour.

The team had move-
ment data from 20 col-
lared wolves in the famed
Yellowstone National
Park, a vast protected
area in the western Unit-
ed States where wolves
were reintroduced in the
mid-1990s after 70 years
of absence.

The park was uniquely
suited to the study.

"This work would not
have been possible any-
where other than Yellow-
stone," said co-author
and wildlife scientist
John Marzluff of the Uni-
versity of Washington.

Because the environ-
ment is open rather than
densely wooded, both
the birds and wolves
are relatively easy to ob-

serve at long distances,
he told AFP.

'Sophisticated'
animal cognition

Over two-and-a-half
years of monitoring, re-
searchers were puzzled
to find just one instance
of a raven following a
wolf for more than an
hour — even as the birds
were still able to quickly
arrive at a kill.

Deeper analysis
showed ravens were
in fact revisiting spots
where wolves commonly
took down prey — ani-
mals like deer, elk or
bison — suggesting the
birds were creating and
memorising a "resource
landscape".

Some birds would fly
nearly up to 155 Kkilo-
metres in a single day,
seeking out places they

seemed to expect might
feature wolf kills.

It was "a much larger
area than I ever imag-
ined", said Marzluff.

Short-range cues still
matter: Ravens might
be following signals like
wolf howls to find fresh
kills at shorter distances.

But broadly speak-
ing, the researchers said
ravens were counting on
their memory to lead the
search.

Wolf kills aren't dis-
tributed at random,
Loretto said, occurring
more often on flatter ter-
rain or in open valleys
where chases are more
likely.

Ravens might remem-
ber past feeds or notice
indirect signs like bones
as they establish their
mental maps.

"Animal cognition in
the wild may sometimes

be more sophisticated
than we tend to as-
sume," Loretto said.

Raw deal

The wolf-raven rela-
tionship is sometimes
described in popular
culture as harmonious,
but Marzluff said it's
ultimately pretty lop-
sided.

Wolves have been
observed swatting the
birds away, even ap-
pearing to designate a
pack member to stand
guard.

The Dbirds noisily
fight over their stolen
feast, a potential tip-off
to other scavengers.

And a single raven
can carry off half a 220
grammes of meat. When
the birds arrive in the
dozens, that can make
even a downed bison
disappear quickly, Mar-
zluff said.

"Ravens get a lot
more out of this deal
than wolves do," he
added.

The scientist said he
hopes future research
could focus on how
young birds develop
their knowledge.

"Ravens have fasci-
nated people forever,"
Marzluff said, noting
the birds have been
considered everything
from ‘"creators and
tricksters" to "oppor-
tunistic pests".

But "never did we an-
ticipate or expect them,
I think, to be able to
hold in their brains,
which aren't much big-
ger than your thumb,
information over thou-
sands of square miles",
he said.

"We've underestimat-
ed them."
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