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Palestinians walk near the Dome of the Rock Mosque at the Al Aqsa Mosque compound in

Jerusalem on Wednesday

Israel aims to bring 'permanent demographic
change' to West Bank, Gaza — UN

GENEVA (AFP) — Is-
rael's actions in the oc-
cupied West Bank and
the Gaza Strip seem
aimed at creating "per-
manent  demographic
change", UN rights chief
Volker Turk said on
Thursday.

"Taken together, Is-
rael's actions appear
aimed at making a per-
manent  demographic
change in Gaza and
the West Bank, raising
concerns about ethnic

cleansing”, Turk said in
a speech before the UN's
Human Rights Council in
Geneva.

Turk pointed in par-
ticular to an ongoing,
year-long Israeli military
operation in the West
Bank's north that has
caused the displacement
of 32,000 Palestinians.

Elsewhere in the West
Bank, entire Bedouin
herder communities
have been displaced by
increasing harassment

and violence from Israeli
settlers, including near
Mikhmas to the east of
Ramallah, and Ras Ein Al
Auja, in the Jordan Valley,
since the start of the year.

In addition to roughly
3 million Palestinians,
more than 500,000 Is-
raelis live in settlements
and outposts in the West
Bank, which are consid-
ered illegal under inter-
national law.

Continued on page 5
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AMMAN (JT) — Jordan
is projected to achieve
economic growth of 2.8
per cent this year, with
the same rate expected
in 2027, according to
a report issued by the
United Nations Econom-
ic and Social Commis-
sion for Western Asia
(ESCWA).

The report also fore-
casts a decline in inflation
in the Kingdom, from 2.4
per cent this year to 1.8
per cent in 2027, the Jor-
dan News Agency, Petra,
reported.

ESCWA expects Jorda-
nian exports to maintain
an upward trajectory, ris-
ing from 3.8 per cent last
year to 4.8 per cent this
year and 6.5 per cent in
2027. The projected per-
formance places Jordan
ahead of several middle-
income countries, includ-
ing Tunisia, Egypt, Alge-
ria, Traq and Palestine,
based on the commis-
sion’s classification.

Published under the
title Macroeconomic Out-
look for the Arab Region,
the report says the Arab
region is witnessing a
gradual economic recov-
ery despite mounting
challenges, with regional

g
!

GROWTH

Hikma posts
7% revenue

rise at $3.349b

AIKMA
ay \

in 2025

FOOTBALL

Vinicius seals Real
Champions League

progress as PSG edge

QUALITY

ESCWA projects 2.8% Jordan
growth, lower inflation

growth projected to in-
crease from 2.9 per cent
in 2025 to 3.7 per cent this
year.
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ESCWA noted that eco-
nomic trends continue to
be shaped by heightened
global uncertainty, driven
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by geopolitical tensions
and tightening financial
conditions, factors that
may weigh on efforts to
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achieve sustainable and
inclusive growth.

Continued on page 5

Civilian death toll in Sudan war
more than doubled in 2025, UN says

GENEVA (AFP) — Kill-
ings of civilians in Su-
dan's war more than
doubled in 2025 com-
pared with the previous
year, the United Nations
rights chief said on
Thursday, warning that
thousands more dead
are unidentified or re-
main missing.

Since April 2023, Su-
dan has been engulfed
in a conflict between
the army and the Rapid
Support Forces (RSF)
that has killed tens of
thousands, displaced 11
million people and trig-
gered one of the world's
worst humanitarian
crises.

"This war is ugly. It's
bloody and it's sense-
less," Volker Turk told
the UN Human Rights
Council, blaming both
warring sides, which
have so far rejected any
form of humanitarian
truce. He also blamed
foreign sponsors fund-
ing what he called a
"high-tech" conflict.

"In 2025, my office's
documentation points to
an over two-and-a-half
times increase in kill-
ings of civilians com-

'AFP photo

A displaced Sudanese woman who left El Fasher after its fall with others, walks amid the remains
of afire that broke out at a camp in Tawila on February 11

pared with the previous
year. Many thousands
are still missing or uni-
dentified," Turk said.
There have been no
official figures on the
overall death toll in the

conflict.

Turk condemned what
he called the "heinous
and ruthless" brutalities
committed, including
sexual violence, sum-
mary executions and ar-

bitrary detentions.

He highlighted "car-
nage" inflicted by the
RSF during an attack on
the Zamzam displace-
ment camp in April, and
again in October in El

Fasher, which was the
army's last foothold in
western Darfur.

Sexual violence, in-
cluding rape, gang rape,
sexual torture and slav-
ery, has also surged,
Turk said, with more
than 500 victims docu-
mented in 2025. "The
bodies of Sudanese
women and girls have
been weaponised to ter-
rorise communities."

He added that he is
"extremely worried
these crimes may be
repeated".

'Madness'

Since the fall of El

Fasher, the fighting
has moved deeper into
neighbouring  Kordo-

fan where drone strikes
have killed dozens at a
time.

Since January, esca-
lating drone attacks in
the southern Kordofan
region and beyond have
"killed or injured nearly
600 civilians", Turk said,
including in attacks
on humanitarian aid
Convoys.

Continued on page 5

Lebanon reports teenager
killed as Israel army says
struck Hizbollah compounds

OCCUPIED JERUSA-
LEM (AFP) — Israeli
military  strikes in
eastern Lebanon killed
a Syrian teenager on
Thursday, the Lebanese
health ministry report-
ed, while the Israeli
army said it had struck
eight compounds be-
longing to an elite Hiz-
bollah unit.

"Israeli enemy air
strikes on the Bekaa
this evening resulted,
according to an initial
toll, in the killing of a
16-year-old Syrian boy
and the injury of an-
other person," the Leb-
anese health ministry
said in a statement.

The Israeli military
said it struck eight
compounds belonging
to the Radwan Force,
an elite fighting unit of
Hizbollah.

"Earlier today, the
[Israeli military] struck
eight military com-
pounds belonging to
Hizbollah's = Radwan
Force in the Baal-
bek area of Lebanon,"
the military said in a

statement.

It said the
pounds were being
utilised to prepare
and plan for attacks
against its troops and
Israeli civilians.

'‘Within the
compounds,
numerous

com-

weapons
were stored,
including
firearms

and rockets
belonging to
Hizbollah'

"Within the com-
pounds, numerous
weapons were stored,
including firearms and
rockets belonging to
Hizbollah," it said.

"The terrorists' ac-
tivities at these com-
pounds and Hizbol-
lah's attempts to rearm

constitute a violation
of the ceasefire under-
standings between Is-
rael and Lebanon, and
pose a threat to Israel."

Lebanon state me-
dia reported several
strikes on mountain-
ous areas in the coun-
try's east, mainly in the
outskirts of the city of
Hermel.

Hizbollah and Israel
agreed to a ceasefire
in November 2024 af-
ter a year of war, but
Israel has continued to
strike it on a near-daily
basis, saying it is en-
forcing ceasefire provi-
sions against the group
rearming.

Last week, an Is-
raeli strike killed eight
members of Hizbollah,
an official from the
group said, adding the
attack hit a meeting the
militants were hold-
ing far from Israel's
border.

Hizbollah and the
Lebanese government

have protested the
attacks as ceasefire
violations.

US, Ukraine conclude talks in Geneva as Russia says 'no deadlines' to end war

GENEVA (AFP) — US and
Ukrainian officials con-
cluded talks in Geneva
on Thursday to discuss
advancing efforts to end
Russia's four-year in-
vasion of Ukraine, just
as Moscow signalled it
was in no hurry to sign
a deal.

An AFP reporter saw
the US delegation leav-
ing Geneva's Hotel des
Bergues, the venue of
the talks, and the Swiss
agency  ATS-Keystone
published a photo of the
Ukrainian lead nego-
tiator, Rustem Umerov,

leaving the hotel.

US leader Donald
Trump is pushing for an
end to Europe's deadli-
est conflict since World
War II, but has so far
failed to broker any deal
between Moscow and
Kyiv.

Previous rounds of US-
led negotiations between
Russian and Ukrainian
officials in Geneva and
Abu Dhabi have failed to
yield a compromise, in-
cluding on the key stick-
ing point of territory.

Russia, which has sig-
nalled it will not budge

on its demands for full
control of Ukraine's
eastern Donetsk region,
said on Thursday it was
too early to forecast
when a deal would take
place.

"Have you heard any-
thing from wus about
deadlines? We have no
deadlines, we have tasks.
We are getting them
done," Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov
told state media.

Kyiv says the only way
of breaking the deadlock
is a leaders' meeting be-
tween Vladimir Putin

and Volodymyr Zelensky,
and that it aims to lay
the ground for such a
summit during talks on
Thursday.

"Today in Geneva we
continue our work with-
in the framework of the
negotiation process. A
bilateral meeting with
the American delegation
has begun — with Steve
Witkoff and Jared Kush-
ner," Ukrainian negotia-
tor Umerov said earlier.

Ukraine aims to "syn-
chronise positions" with
the US ahead of fresh tri-
lateral talks in March, he

added.

Russian negotiator Ki-
rill Dmitriev was present
at the talks venue in
Geneva on Thursday,
though there was no
indication he met with
the Ukrainian side, ac-
cording to Russian state
media.

Dmitriev declined to
comment when he was
met by the press after
leaving the negotiations,
according to a video cir-
culated in pro-Kremlin
outlets.

Continued on page 5
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Cars drive along the street in a residential area in central Kyiv on February 19
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The Jordan Hashemite Charity Organisation continues to implement its humanitarian
initiatives under the food security programme, as part of its Ramadan 2026 campaign

JHCO continues to implement humanitarian
initiatives under food security programme

AMMAN (JT) —The
Jordan Hashemite
Charity Organisation
(JHCO) continues to
implement its humani-
tarian initiatives un-
der the food security
programme as part
of its Ramadan 2026
campaign.

The campaign aims
at boosting the so-
cial protection system
and supporting the
most vulnerable fami-
lies during the holy
month, Al Mamlaka TV
reported.

The initiative comes
in response to cur-
rent living challenges,
aiming to help secure
basic needs for benefi-
ciary families during
the holy month of Ra-
madan and to enhance
their stability amid
prevailing  economic
conditions.

The JHCO reaffirmed
its commitment to car-
rying out its humani-
tarian programmes in
accordance with field
plans based on needs
assessments, ensuring
that assistance reach-
es eligible beneficiar-

ies efficiently and in a
timely manner.

JHCO launched
its annual Ramadan
campaign, “Ramadan
Belkheir Ghair”, for
2026 on Sunday as part
of its ongoing humani-
tarian efforts.

The campaign
aims to
distribute food
parcels across
the Kingdom to
underprivileged
families...

The initiative re-
flects the wvalues of
solidarity and com-
munity support that
define the holy month
and will be carried out
through two parallel
tracks, one across the

Kingdom and the oth-
er aimed at support-
ing Palestinians in the
Gaza Strip.

The campaign aims
to distribute food par-
cels across the King-
dom to underprivi-
leged families and
refugee households in
various governorates,
easing living pressures
and ensuring that aid
reaches the most vul-
nerable during the
holy month through a
structured system that
guarantees  fairness
and upholds human
dignity.

In the Gaza Strip, the
campaign forms part of
an intensified humani-
tarian response during
Ramadan, carrying out
a comprehensive set of
relief measures that in-
cludes the distribution
of food parcels, provi-
sion of tents and cloth-
ing, and the supply of
drinking water, as well
as providing hot meals
amid the challenging
humanitarian condi-
tions, aiming to meet
the essential needs of
affected families.

Cold conditions forecast to prevail
in Kingdom until Sunday — JMD

AMMAN (JT) — Cold
conditions are forecast
to prevail across most
regions on Friday, with
relatively mild weather
expected in the Jordan
Valley, the Dead Sea and

Aqgaba.
The Jordan Mete-
orological Department

(JMD) said that low-alti-
tude clouds will develop,
with light showers like-
ly during the morning
hours in limited parts of
the central and south-
western areas, the Jor-
dan News Agency, Petra,
reported.

In the early hours,
precipitation over the
high southern mountain
peaks may occasion-
ally fall as freezing rain.
Winds will be north-
westerly, moderate and
active at times.

Cold weather will per-
sist on Saturday in most
areas, while conditions
remain mild in the Jor-
dan Valley, the Dead Sea

File photo

Cold conditions are forecast to prevail across most regions on Friday, with relatively mild weather expected in the Jordan
Valley, the Dead Sea and Agaba

and Agaba, with clouds
at various altitudes and
moderate northwesterly
to northeasterly winds.
A slight rise in tem-

peratures is forecast for
Sunday, though it will
remain cold in most re-
gions and mild in the Jor-
dan Valley, the Dead Sea

and Agaba. Winds will be
moderate northeasterly,
shifting to northwesterly
in the evening.
Temperatures in Am-

man on Friday are ex-
pected to range between
11°C and 2°C, compared
with 22°C to 9°C in
Agaba.

Environment Ministry signs MoU
to promote waste sorting, recycling

AMMAN (JT) — The
Ministry of Environ-
ment on  Thursday

signed a memorandum
of understanding with
the Waste Recycling
Cooperative Associa-
tion, as part of the ex-
ecutive programme for
the cleanliness strategy
and anti-indiscriminate
waste disposal.

This step aims to en-
hance the ecosystem
for managing non-haz-
ardous solid waste and
establish principles of
the circular economy, as
a means of supporting
sustainable develop-
ment in the Kingdom,
the Jordan News Agency,

Petra, reported.

The MoU which was
signed by Minister of
Environment Ayman
Suleiman and Associa-
tion Chairman Hussein
Abu Jabal, in the pres-
ence of Ministry Secre-
tary-General Omar Ara-
biyat, and a number of
officials and stakehold-
ers from both sides.

Under the MoU, the
two sides will expand
cooperation and coor-
dination in raising eco-
logical awareness and
promoting a culture
of source-based waste
sorting practices and re-
cycling activities.

This process would

contribute to cutting
amount of waste sent
to landfills, preserve
natural resources, and
achieve ‘"optimal" use
of recyclable materials
within the framework
of the circular economy
that is based on reintro-
ducing resources into
the production cycle.
During the signing
ceremony, Suleiman said
that this step reflects the
ministry's commitment
to enhancing its partner-
ship with civil society
organisations and the
cooperative sector, not-
ing that the transition to
a circular economy is a
"national priority."

Suleiman noted that
this vision contributes
to creating "quality" job
opportunities, promot-
ing innovation in the
waste management sec-
tor, and increasing re-
source efficiency.

He added that the
ministry will provide
the necessary technical
and awareness support
and oversee the imple-
mentation of joint pro-
grammes, in line with
goals of the National
Cleanliness and Anti-
Indiscriminate =~ Waste
Dumping Strategy.

In turn, Abu Jabal
expressed his pride in
cooperating with the

ministry, voicing its
commitment to dis-
tributing waste sort-

ing containers (for pa-
per, cardboard, plastic,
and metal) to schools,
institutions, and vari-
ous sectors in coordina-
tion with the ministry
departments.

He also stressed the
association's  commit-
ment to monitoring col-
lection, transportation,
and recycling processes,
based on "organised and
sustainable” mecha-
nisms, as well as pro-
viding the ministry with
periodic reports on recy-
cled quantities and fu-
ture development plans.

Labour Ministry launches
satellite branch in Maan’s Husseiniya District

AMMAN (JT) — The
Ministry of Labour
on Thursday signed

an agreement to es-
tablish and operate a
new satellite branch
in Husseiniya District,
Maan Governorate, to
manufacture workwear
and traditional Arab
garments, creating
100 jobs for local men
and women in its first
phase.

According to a minis-
try statement, the open-
ing of the new branch
brings the total number
of satellite branches
across the XKingdom
to 37, collectively pro-
viding employment
for around 10,000
Jordanians.

The agreement was
signed by Labour Min-
ister Khaled Bakkar
and the company gen-
eral manager Moham-
mad Adwan, in the

,
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Ministry of Labour photo

The Ministry of Labour on Thursday signs an agreement to establish and operate a new
satellite branch in Husseiniya District, Maan, to manufacture workwear and traditional Arab

garments

presence of senior min-
istry officials.

Bakkar said that the
satellite branches initi-
ative, launched in 2008
under a Royal directive,
is implemented by the
ministry to localise de-
velopment in rural ar-

eas, Badia regions and
camps across the gov-
ernorates, and to pro-
vide young Jordanians
with job opportunities
close to their homes.
He noted that op-
erational support is
provided to investors

through the Vocational
and Technical Skills De-
velopment Fund, cover-
ing 50 per cent of the
minimum wage per em-
ployee, JD25 for trans-
portation and JD25 per
month towards Social
Security contributions.

The minister stressed
that the private sec-
tor remains the key
partner in expanding
the initiative, with the
government working to
empower businesses to
generate further em-
ployment opportunities
for Jordanian youth.

Adwan commended
the ministry’s role in
enabling the private
sector to create jobs
in districts across the
Kingdom, noting that
recruitment at the fac-
tory will take place in
three phases, with 100
employees to be hired
initially.

Since the beginning
of 2026, the ministry
has signed three agree-
ments to establish sat-
ellite branches in Ma-
fraq, Maan and another
in Irbid, all under the
Royal satellite branch-
es initiative.
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Medicine bank to provide secure
medicine storage boxes

AMMAN (JT) — Chair-
man of the Board of the
Jordanian Charity Med-
icine Bank Ashraf Kilani
said on Thursday that
the bank will implement
a project to provide se-
cure medicine storage
boxes.

In remarks to Al Mam-
laka TV, Kilani high-
lighted the importance
of supplying safe stor-
age boxes to help reduce
medication waste in
households and ensure
drugs are preserved for
the longest possible pe-
riod while maintaining

required quality and
safety standards.

He added that the
bank will continue or-
ganising free medi-
cal days, in addition to
holding the third edition
of a conference show-
casing the story of the
Charity Medicine Bank
since its establishment.

Commenting on His
Majesty King Abdullah’s
recent meeting with
national humanitarian
initiative leaders, Kilani
said that Royal support
serves as a strong in-
centive to continue the

bank’s
mission.

The bank is a Jorda-
nian non-profit health
institution established
under the Societies Law
No. 51 of 2008 and its
amendments, operating
under the umbrella of
the Ministry of Health.

It follows the model
of charitable medicine
banks in many countries
worldwide and across
the Arab region, provid-
ing free medications to
patients in need who are
unable to afford their
treatment.

humanitarian

Scholar highlights research

By Saeb Rawashdeh

AMMAN — Talking
at a conference about
ancient Gadara (Umm
Qais), which was re-
cently organised by the
Department of Antiq-
uity of Jordan and the
German Protestant In-
stitute of Archaeology,
Professor Patric-Alex-
ander Kreuz from the
University of Kiel said
that for a long time, the
focus was on the monu-
mental buildings; only
in recent years have
residential quarters
been investigated.

"The topographical
plan still shows large
white areas where it
is not known to what

extent and in which
phases they were ac-
tually settled," Xreuz
said, adding that there
are also gaps in the un-
derstanding of urban
development.

"What happened after
the Hasmonean con-
quest, and what was
the scope of Pompey's
reconstruction meas-
ures?" Kreuz asked.

In addition to these
questions about the
early years of the city,
there are also many
uncertainties about its
downfall: did the heavy
earthquake of 749 AD
really lead to the city's
decline, or are the ex-
isting gaps a result
of the current state of

research?
As a member of the
Decapolis, Gadara

achieved great prosper-
ity through trade. In
Augustan times, it was
already famous for the
productivity of its ag-
ricultural goods, Kreuz
continued, adding that
during that period
Gadara gave its own
intellectuals.

"With the recent town
twinning of Umm Qays
with Herculaneum in
Italy, a connection is
rightly being made be-
tween this cosmopoli-
tan city in Transjordan
and the central Medi-
terranean world," Kreuz
highlighted, noting that
the Epicurean Philo-

gaps, tourism potential of Gadara

demos was born in Ga-
dara around 110 BC.

He later moved first to
Athens, where he stud-
ied, and then to Hercu-
laneum near Pompeii,
where he became some-
thing of a celebrity in
his time, and where he
died around 40-35 BC.

"Many of his manu-
scripts were found in
the Villa dei Papiri," the
professor said.

Other famous figures
came from Gadara, in-
cluding the poet Me-
leagros, who called
his homeland the "At-
tica in the land of the
Assyrians".

"The town twinning
with Herculaneum is an
excellent way to high-

light Gadara's great
past as a Greek-Roman
city and make the place,
which has long been a

bit of a Sleeping Beauty,
more appealing to visi-
tors. And so, there have
been increasing efforts

Photo courtesy of ACOR

The statue of Tyche in Gadara while Professor Thomas Weber-Karyotakis stands by

lately to develop Gadara
more and more for tour-
ism," Kreuz underlined.

According to Kreuz,

Umm Qais deserves
academic attention due
to its historical signifi-
cance, the far-reaching
views, the charming
landscape, the well-
preserved late Ottoman
village and the friendly
people.

"And vyet, despite
all this, archaeology
should not be forgot-
ten. Only if we carry
out basic research, if
the excavated monu-
ments are understood
and discussed in scien-
tific exchanges, will we
do justice to this mag-
nificent archaeological
treasure, of which much
more still remains bur-
ied in the ground,”
Kreuz said.
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Minister of Health Ibrahim Badour, accompanied by Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex, Meghan Markle, Duchess of Sussex and
Director General of the World Health Organisation Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, on Thursday tour the National Centre for
Rehabilitation of Addicts in Shafa Badran

Health minister, Prince Harry, WHO chief
tour addiction rehab centre in Amman

AMMAN (JT) — Minis-
ter of Health Ibrahim
Badour, accompanied
by Prince Harry, Duke
of Sussex, Meghan
Markle, Duchess of
Sussex and Director
General of the World
Health  Organisation
(WHO) Tedros Adh-
anom Ghebreyesus, on
Thursday toured the
National Centre for
Rehabilitation of Ad-
dicts in Shafa Badran.

Badour said that
mental health and ad-
diction treatment have
become national prior-
ities in Jordan, reflect-
ing the state’s grow-
ing recognition that
mental well-being is a
cornerstone of public
health, social stability
and sustainable de-
velopment, according
to a Health Ministry
statement.

Badour noted the
ministry has adopted a
comprehensive nation-
al framework focusing
on prevention, expand-
ing treatment services
and integrating physi-
cal, psychological and
social care within a
unified system to en-
hance responsiveness
to patients’ needs
and improve service
quality.

He stressed that
community-based
services have been

strengthened, with 73
mental health clinics
currently  operating
across the Kingdom's
governorates, contrib-
uting to improved ac-
cess and greater equity
in mental healthcare
delivery.

The minister added
that one of the minis-
try’s key achievements
in addiction treatment
has been the estab-
lishment of a new in-
patient rehabilitation
facility with support
from the WHO.

He pointed out that
the National Centre
for Mental Health
provides  short-term
residential care and
outpatient services,
including  medically
supervised detoxifi-
cation, psychological
support and social
counselling.

On Wednesday, Ghe-
breyesus, accompa-
nied by Prince Harry
and Meghan, visited
the Speciality Hospital
in Amman, where they
were briefed on the
conditions of a number
of children from Gaza
recently evacuated to
Jordan for treatment.

The delegation lis-
tened to testimonies
from the children
and their companions
about the health chal-
lenges they faced over

the past two years
amid limited medical
resources due to the
blockade and ongoing
hostilities in the Gaza
Strip, which led to de-
lays in receiving life-
saving treatment.
Cases included se-
vere war injuries,
blood disorders and
other critical and
complex  conditions
requiring specialised
medical interventions.
The hospital’s medi-
cal team outlined the
comprehensive treat-
ment pathway pro-
vided to patients, from
their reception at the
Jordanian border,
through multidiscipli-
nary treatment plans,
to the stabilisation of
their physical and psy-
chological conditions.
CEO of the Speci-
ality Hospital Fawzi
Hammouri said the ef-
forts align with Royal
directives to launch
the “Jordanian Medi-
cal Corridor” initiative
to treat 2,000 children
from Gaza, stress-
ing that the hospital
is dedicating all its
medical and human
resources to this hu-
manitarian mission.
He praised coopera-
tion with the World
Health Organisation,
the Jordan Armed
Forces—Arab Army, the

Ministry of Health and
the crisis cell in coor-
dinating medical evac-
uations from Gaza to
Jordan.

For his part, Ghe-
breyesus expressed
deep appreciation for
Jordan's role, under
the leadership of His
Majesty King Abdul-
lah, in hosting refu-
gees and treating pa-
tients from Gaza, as
well as for the pivotal
role played by Jorda-
nian field hospitals in
the enclave.

He commended
the advanced level
of medical care pro-
vided to the children,
the professionalism of
medical, nursing and
administrative staff,
and the holistic ap-
proach that takes into
account humanitarian
and psychological as-
pects alongside clini-
cal treatment.

Prince Harry and
Meghan also expressed
their deep sympathy
for the children and
their families, offer-
ing messages of hope
and encouragement,
and reaffirming their
continued support
for humanitarian and
medical efforts aimed
at improving the lives
of children affected
by the health crisis in
Gaza.

Gov't launches‘Aoun’to requlate,
digitise charitable donations

AMMAN (JT) — The
Ministry of Social De-
velopment, in partner-
ship with the Ministry
of Digital Economy and
Entrepreneurship, on
Thursday launched the
official website of the
“Aoun” platform.

The launch cer-
emony was attended
by Minister of Social
Development Wafa
Bani Mustafa, Minis-
ter of Digital Economy
and Entrepreneurship
Sami Smeirat, and sev-
eral officials from both
ministries, the Jordan

News Agency, Petra,
reported.
Bani Mustafa said

that the “Aoun” plat-
form represents a sig-
nificant step towards
the governance of aid
provided to social
service beneficiar-
ies. She noted that the
electronic portal will
provide data on as-
sociations authorised
to collect donations,
including their objec-
tives, programmes
and details regarding
the  underprivileged
groups they serve.

The minister said
that the platform, de-
veloped in collabora-
tion with the Ministry
of Digital Economy
and Entrepreneurship,
allows for direct do-
nations and electronic
payments by Jorda-
nian donors through

Petra photo

The Ministry of Social Development, in partnership with the Ministry of Digital Economy and
Entrepreneurship, on Thursday launches the official website of the ‘Aoun’ platform

the “Sanad” applica-
tion without any de-
ductions. This mecha-
nism ensures that
support reaches tar-
get groups effectively,
she said, noting that
the platform currently
features data for 34
licensed charitable
associations.

Bani Mustafa add-
ed that the initiative
aligns with the min-
istry’s ongoing efforts
to ensure the optimal
allocation of resources
and further the digital
transformation of so-
cial services.

For his part, Smei-
rat stressed that the
“Aoun” national do-
nation platform con-

stitutes a qualitative
leap in the Kingdom's
digital transformation
journey. He noted that
the project embodies
government directives
to harness technology
for community serv-
ice and bolster social
solidarity.

Smeirat  described
the platform as a “re-
liable national dig-
ital channel” that or-
ganises the donation
process and links
donors with licensed
charitable institutions
across the Kingdom's
governorates, ensur-
ing efficiency and
transparency.

The minister further
underlined that his

ministry is committed
to providing a secure
and reliable technical
infrastructure that en-
ables individuals and
companies to donate
easily via digital pay-
ment methods, add-
ing that the platform
allows for the elec-
tronic tracking of the
impact of donations
within a clear govern-
ance framework that

enhances trust and
accountability.
Smeirat  expressed

pride that the platform
was developed entirely
through a donation
from a Jordanian star-
tup, highlighting it as a
model for genuine pub-
lic-private partnership.

Jordan expresses solidarity
with Brazil over flood victims

AMMAN JT) — The
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and Expatriates
on Thursday expressed
its deepest condolences
and sympathy to the
government and people
of Brazil over the victims
of floods and landslides
triggered by heavy rain-
fall in the south-eastern
state of Minas Gerais.
Ministry Spokesper-
son Ambassador Fouad
Majali  affirmed the
Kingdom's full solidar-
ity with the Brazilian
government and peo-
ple. Majali extended his

heartfelt condolences
to the families of the
victims, wishing the in-

jured a speedy recovery
and expressing hope for
the safety of those re-
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ported missing, accord-
ing to a Foreign Ministry
statement.

CRIME

Cassation Court upholds over
3-year sentence for drug dealer

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN — The Court
of Cassation has up-
held a March 2023
State Security Court
(SSC) ruling, sentenc-
ing a drug dealer to
over three years in
prison after convicting
him of selling illegal
narcotics to an under-
cover agent in Febru-
ary 2022.

The court declared
the defendant guilty of
obtaining illegal nar-
cotics with the intent
of selling the drugs to
an undercover agent
on February 15.

The SSC handed the
defendant five years in
prison for the offence
of possessing illegal
narcotics and ordered
him to pay JD5,000 in
fines.

However, the court
decided to reduce the
fine to JD3,500 and
the prison term to
three years and four
months in prison to
give the defendant a
second chance at life.

Court documents
said the Anti-Narcot-
ics Department (AND)
learnt the defendant
was in possession of
illegal narcotics and
sent one of its agents
to pose as a buyer.

“The AND agent got
in touch with the de-
fendant and asked
him for a small stash
of Hashish in return
for JD10,” court docu-
ments said.

The lawyer
argued that his
client possessed
theillegal
narcotics for his
personal use

When the two met,
the defendant realised
that he was dealing
with an wundercover
AND agent, court pa-
pers added.

He started to run
away and threw an
item while escaping,
the court stated.

“The defendant
was immediately ar-
rested and investiga-

tors determined that
the thrown item was
a small stash of hash-
ish,” according to
court documents.

The defendant con-
tested the SSC's ruling
through his lawyer,
who argued that the
court “did not provide
solid evidence to im-
plicate his client for
drug trafficking”.

The lawyer argued
that his client pos-
sessed the illegal nar-
cotics for his personal
use.

Meanwhile, the SSC
prosecution office
asked the higher court
to uphold the sentence
and the fine imposed
on the defendant.

The higher court
maintained that the
SSC had followed the
proper procedures in
issuing the sentence
against the defendant.

“It was clear to the
court that the defend-
ant confessed will-
ingly to possessing the
illegal drugs to sell in
the local market,” the
higher court said.

The Court of Cas-
sation judges were
Yassin Abdullat, Nayef
Samarat, Mohammad
Khashashneh, Qassem
Dughmi and Hammad
Ghzawi.

All parties required to amend
bylaws under governance standards — IEC

AMMAN (JT) — Sec-
retary-General of the
Parties Registry at the
Independent  Election
Commission (IEC) Ah-
mad Abu Zaid said on
Thursday that all politi-
cal parties were required
to amend their bylaws
in line with governance
standards issued under
the Political Parties Law.

Speaking to Al Mamla-
ka, Abu Zaid said the IEC
began corresponding
with parties in June last
year, noting that com-
pliance varied in timing
and degree.

The process, he added,
is now nearing comple-
tion. Of the six parties
that had not finalised
the required amend-
ments, four have since
complied, while the La-
bour Party and the Is-
lamic Action Front (IAF)
have yet to complete the
revisions.

Abu Zaid stressed that
the observations dif-
fered from one party to
another, noting that the
IAF failed to address
all of the Commission's
remarks despite being
granted an additional
one-week extension to
finalise amendments to
its bylaws.

Regarding the Labour
Party, Abu Zaid said it
formally accepted some
amendments but re-
jected others that were
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The Independent Election Commission says on Thursday
that all political parties were required to amend their bylaws
in line with the Political Parties Law

requested under stand-
ards applied equally to
all political parties, not-
ing that several observa-
tions concerned provi-
sions regulating internal
party courts and disci-
plinary powers.

According to Abu
Zaid, the party's draft
bylaws granted the gen-
eral secretariat and the
secretary-general  au-
thority to impose penal-
ties, including warnings,
suspensions and rec-
ommendations for dis-
missal, independently of
the party court, the body
tasked with adjudicating
internal disputes.

Such arrangements, he
said, contradict princi-
ples of good governance,
which require an inde-

pendent party court em-
powered to review disci-
plinary decisions.

He also cited concerns
over the delegation of
powers from the gen-
eral secretariat to a non-
elected executive office,
as well as provisions al-
lowing financial bonus-
es to be granted to the
secretary-general from
party funds in certain
cases, which he said con-
travenes Article 25(a) of
the Political Parties Law.

Addressing the Is-
lamic Action Front, Abu
Zaid rejected claims
that the violation con-
cerned only the party's
name. He clarified that
the name constituted
just one of several issues
raised under Articles 5(a)

and 5(b) of the law, add-
ing that the Commission
has repeatedly clarified
its legal interpretation of
those provisions.

Other observations, he
said, related to the mech-
anism for forming and
electing party courts.
“Governance standards
require that the general
conference elect party
courts, the highest au-
thority within a party, to
ensure their independ-
ence and shield them
from influence by any
appointing or dissolving
body.

He also pointed to
discrepancies in draft
provisions  governing
the liquidation of party
assets in cases of vol-
untary or court-ordered
dissolution. While one
draft stipulated that re-
maining funds would be
transferred to charitable
associations, Article 7(k)
of the law requires that
such funds revert to the
political parties’ fund
within the state treasury.

Additional  remarks
concerned the forma-
tion of the executive of-
fice. “The regulations
mandate that all or-
ganisational structures
be elected, whereas the
draft granted the secre-
tary-general full author-
ity to appoint members
of the executive office,
which serves as the par-

ty’s executive leadership
and primary decision-
making body.”

Abu Zaid said that, to
date, no amended by-
laws have been submit-
ted by either the Labour
Party or the Islamic Ac-
tion Front.

He also said that the
IEC's Board of Com-
missioners recently
convened and formally
deemed the two parties
in violation of the law,
despite the extensions
and official notifica-
tions previously issued.
The decision was based
on Article 33 of the Po-
litical Parties Law, which
requires parties to rec-
tify violations within 60
days of notification.

He noted that this legal
timeframe  constitutes
an additional opportu-
nity for compliance, sim-
ilar to the process fol-
lowed with other parties
to ensure alignment with
institutional governance
standards and constitu-
tional provisions.

Abu Zaid also empha-
sised that the Commis-
sion remains open to
dialogue with any politi-
cal party seeking clari-
fication regarding the
required amendments.
However, he stressed
that the IEC is legally ob-
ligated to enforce the law
fairly and equally across
all parties.
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Danish PM calls general election for March 24

COPENHAGEN (AFP) —
Denmark’s Prime Min-
ister Mette Frederiksen
said on Thursday that
she had scheduled this
year’s general election
for March 24, against
a backdrop of tensions
with both the United
States and Russia.

The vote comes at a
time when Denmark’s
relationship with the
United States — which
Copenhagen  consid-
ers its closest ally —
has been strained over
US President Donald
Trump’s desire to ac-
quire Greenland.

“Dear Danes, today I
have asked His Majesty
the King to call an elec-
tion for the Folketing,”
Denmark’s parliament,
Frederiksen told the
house.

“Whether I will con-
tinue to be your prime
minister depends on
how strong a mandate
you give the Social
Democrats in the par-
liamentary election to
be held on March 24,
2026,” she added.

Under the Danish
system, Frederiksen
had to call an election
within four years of the

Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen (centre) hands out red roses in Copenhagen, on Thursday

last, which was held on
November 1, 2022.
Frederiksen took the
opportunity to present
the outlines of her elec-
tion platform, which
included a reform of

the retirement age and
the introduction of a
wealth tax.

She also stressed that
Denmark must contin-
ue to rearm and help
protect Europe from

Russia, as Europe grap-
ples with the new geo-
political realities in the
wake of Trump'’s return
to the White House.
“Security policy is
and will remain the
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very foundation of Dan-
ish politics for many,
many years to come,”
Frederiksen said.
Copenhagen is among
Ukraine's most ardent
military and civilian

backers.

The Nordic country
would also need to face
“threats from the west
and the risk of terror
from the south”, Fred-
eriksen said.

“We must stand
united in Europe,” she
insisted.

Over the next four
years, Denmark will
also have to “stand on
our own feet”, she de-
clared, adding that re-
lations with Washing-
ton would have to be
redefined.

Tense US relations

Denmark and Green-
land are currently
holding talks with the
United States about the
future of Greenland, an
autonomous Arctic ter-
ritory which Trump has
argued is crucial for US
“national security”.
Earlier threats he
made to seize the is-
land, by force if neces-
sary, have ebbed since
he struck a “framework”
deal with NATO Sec-
retary-General = Mark
Rutte to ensure greater
US influence.
Copenhagen has nev-

ertheless insisted that
only Greenland and
Denmark can make de-
cisions on the island’s
fate.

In the wake of the dis-
pute, NATO launched a
mission, dubbed Arctic
Sentry, to strengthen its
presence in the Arctic.

“Even though there is
now an election cam-
paign in Denmark, the
world out there is not
waiting for us. Its un-
rest continues una-
bated and, as everyone
knows, for example the
dispute over Greenland
is not over yet,” Freder-
iksen said.

Frederiksen, who
hails from a long-
standing Social Demo-
cratic family, became
Denmark’s  youngest-
ever head of govern-
ment when she was
elected in 2019, aged
41.

The daughter of a
typesetter and a child-
care assistant won
reelection in 2022 by
forming a coalition
government across the
aisle with centre-right
parties.

While
popularity has

Frederiksen's
been

boosted by the recent
diplomatic tensions
over Greenland, her
Social Democrats suf-
fered setbacks in both
the European and local
elections last year.

The party lost nearly
half of the municipali-
ties under its control,
including the capital,
Copenhagen, ending
more than a century of
Social Democrat rule.

According to a poll
published last week by
broadcaster TV2, 21 per
cent of voters intended
to vote for the Social
Democrats.

While the party would
remain Denmark’s larg-
est if true, that would
represent a 6.5 per cent
drop on its 2022 gener-
al election haul.

Foreign Minister Lars
Lokke Rasmussen, who
leads government coa-
lition partner the Mod-
erates, told reporters
that “if it were up to us,
we would have waited
a bit” on calling the
election.

“We had not planned
for there to be elections,
but now there are, and
of course we are ready,”
he said.

Kazakhstan to hold March 15
referendum on new Constitution

AMMAN (JT) — Ka-
zakhstan will hold a
nationwide referen-

dum on March 15 on a
new Constitution that
would significantly re-
shape the country’s po-
litical system and gov-
ernance structure.

President Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev signed
a decree on February
11 calling the vote, for-
mally launching what
officials describe as a
comprehensive consti-
tutional transforma-
tion. More than 12.4
million citizens are eli-
gible to participate.

The campaign pe-
riod runs for 32 days
and will conclude at
midnight on March
14, which has been de-
clared a day of silence.

Campaigning is per-
mitted through media
platforms and public
assemblies in accord-
ance with national leg-
islation, while anony-
mous materials and
violations on referen-
dum day are subject to
fines.

If approved, the new
Constitution will enter
into force on July 1.The
current Parliament will
continue to function
until that date. Within
one month of adoption,
the president must an-
nounce elections for
a newly established
representative  body
known as the Kurultai,
which must be held
within two months.

The draft text con-
sists of 96 articles
and reflects what au-
thorities call a tran-
sition from targeted
amendments to a full
constitutional reset. It

was prepared over six
months and incorpo-
rates proposals sub-
mitted by citizens and
experts through digital
government platforms.

A Constitutional
Commission compris-
ing 130 members rep-
resenting different re-
gions and sectors led
the drafting process,
with meetings broad-
cast publicly.

The reform follows
President Tokayev's
proposal last Septem-
ber to move away from
a  super-presidential
model and rebalance
the political system.

Under the draft, the
existing bicameral
legislature would be
replaced by a unicam-
eral Parliament, the
Kurultai, composed of
145 deputies elected
under a proportional
system.

Parliamentary over-
sight powers would be
expanded, including
the authority to issue
a vote of no confidence
in the government and
to review ministerial
appointments.

The draft also es-

tablishes the constitu-
tional position of vice
president, appointed
by the President with
parliamentary consent,
and defines a clear line
of succession.

Beyond institutional
restructuring, the pro-
posed Constitution
strengthens  rule-of-
law guarantees.

It reinforces fair
trial safeguards, af-
firms the presumption
of innocence, prohibits
retroactive laws that
increase liability and
recognises the Human
Rights Commissioner
as constitutionally
independent.

Human rights and
freedoms are declared
in the preamble as the
highest priority of the
state. The text also re-
affirms sovereignty,
territorial integrity
and the secular nature
of Kazakhstan.

The March 15 refer-
endum will determine
whether the country
embarks on this new
constitutional frame-
work and a broader po-
litical transition set to
begin in July.

Cuba vows to counter ‘terrorist’ attacks
after clashing with US-based boat

HAVANA (AFP) — Cuba
vowed on Thursday to
defend against “ter-
rorist and mercenary”
attacks after report-
ing it had killed four
gunmen on a US-regis-
tered boat — a bloody
incident that added
to deepening tensions
between Havana and

Washington.

President Miguel
Diaz-Canel denounced
Wednesday's incident

as an attempted “infil-
tration” and said “Cuba
will defend itself with
determination and
firmness against any
terrorist and mer-
cenary aggression
against its sovereignty
and national stability.”

Cuban  authorities
said their forces re-
sponded after coming
under fire from a Flor-
ida-registered speed-
boat just off the com-
munist island’s north
coast.

Four of the alleged
assailants were killed
and six wounded, the
interior ministry said.
All aboard were Cu-
bans living in the Unit-
ed States, according to
the ministry.

The survivors were
detained and are ac-
cused of intending to
“carry out an infiltra-
tion for the purposes of
terrorism”, the minis-
try said, reporting that
assault rifles, hand-
guns, Molotov cock-
tails and other mili-
tary-style gear were
seized.

US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said
Washington had noth-
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Cuban coast guard ships docked at the port of Havana on Wednesday

ing to do with the clash

and would “respond
accordingly” after
investigating.

The attorney general
of Florida, which lies
about 160 kilometre
from Cuba across the
Florida Straits, also or-
dered an investigation
into the killings.

The Cuban interior
ministry has released
what it says are the
names of seven of the
people on the boat and
said most of the 10
aboard had records in
Cuba for “criminal and
violent activity”.

Another man sent
from the United States
to take part in this op-
eration was arrested
on Cuban soil and con-
fessed, it added.

The Cuban govern-
ment frequently re-
ports incursions by
speedboats from the
United States into its
territorial waters but

deadly clashes are
rarer.
Incursion incidents

are often related to peo-
ple-smuggling to the
United States or drug
trafficking, and have
included chases, shoot-
outs and armed attacks
on border guards.

Venezuelan oil

The latest clash comes
as Cuba is reeling from
US economic pressure.

Cuba’s communist
government lost one of
its key diplomatic sup-
porters — and a vital

source of fuel for the
country — in January
when US forces top-
pled Venezuelan leader
Nicolas Maduro, effec-
tively taking control of
Venezuelan oil exports.

The country had re-
lied on Venezuela for
about half of its fuel
needs.

Amid an outcry from
Caribbean leaders,
worried that starv-
ing 9.6 million Cubans
of oil would cause the
economy to collapse,
the Trump administra-
tion said it would al-
low limited shipments
of Venezuelan oil for
“commercial and hu-
manitarian use”.

The announcement
came during a summit
of Caribbean nations
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attended by Rubio, a
Cuban-American who
has spent his career
calling for the downfall
of Havana's communist
leadership.

The US Treasury De-
partment said the Ven-
ezuelan oil would need
to go through private
businesses and not the
Cuban government or
the military apparatus
that controls much of
the island’s economy.

Mexico on Tuesday
dispatched two mili-
tary vessels carrying
nearly 2,200 tonnes of
aid to the island — its
second aid shipment in
under a month.

Canada also an-
nounced Can$8 million
($5.8 million) in aid on
Wednesday.

MIGRATIONS

Asylum seeker claims

LONDON (AFP) — The
number of people claim-
ing asylum in the UK in
2025 fell slightly com-
pared to the previous
record year, govern-
ment figures showed on
Thursday, despite small
boat arrivals jumping
13 per cent.

The interior ministry
data showed 100,625
people applied for asy-
lum in Britain last year,
down 4 per cent on 2024,
but still more than dou-
ble pre-pandemic levels.

Just over half — 52
per cent — had arrived
in the UK through ille-

gal entry routes, typi-
cally on small boats
bound for the shores of
southeast England from
France.

The  cross-Channel
journeys have become
politically toxic in Brit-
ain, helping to fuel the
rise of eurosceptic Nigel
Farage's anti-immigra-
tion Reform UK Party,
which has led in the
polls for the last year.

The latest such arriv-
als were photographed
being brought ashore
on Wednesday by Bor-
der Force, in a visible
reminder that Prime

in UK drop slightly in 2025

Minister Keir Starmer’s
government has failed
to stop the crossings.

Eritreans
accounted for
nearly 20 per
cent of those
arriving via small
boats in 2025...

Interior ministry fig-
ures confirmed Thurs-
day that 605 migrants

had been intercepted
the previous day, the
largest number in a 24-
hour period so far this
year.

French authorities
also said they had res-
cued 119 people at-
tempting the crossing.

The new annual sta-
tistics showed 41,472
people arrived on small
boats last year, com-
pared to 36,816 in 2024,
a 13 per cent rise de-
spite Starmer taking
power in July that year
vowing to “smash the
gangs” facilitating the
journeys.

However, arrival num-
bers are below the 2022
record figure of 45,774.

‘Bearing down’

Meanwhile, the number
of asylum seekers be-
ing housed temporarily
in UK hotels dropped to
30,657, its lowest level
for 18 months.

The issue of so-called
“asylum hotels” has
triggered  widespread
protests and Starmer’s
government has pledged
to end their use by the
end of this parliament
in 2029.

However, some of the
alternatives, including
the use of former army
barracks, have them-
selves triggered contro-
versy and opposition in
local areas.

Eritreans accounted
for nearly 20 per cent of
those arriving via small
boats in 2025, with the
other most common
nationalities being Af-
ghans with 12 per cent
and Iranians and Su-
danese, both on 11 per
cent.

The data also showed
that the backlog of peo-
ple waiting for an initial

decision on their asy-
lum application at the
end of 2025 dropped
sharply to its lowest
level in more than five
years.

Some 64,426 people
were waiting for an ini-
tial decision on an asy-
lum application, down
nearly half from a year
earlier and well below
the peak of 175,457 at
the end of June 2023.

The interior ministry
said the government is
“bearing down” on the
asylum Dbacklog but
“must go further”.

“The number of peo-

ple crossing the Chan-
nel is too high, and too
many hotels remain in
use,” the spokesperson
added.

“That is why the
home secretary is in-
troducing sweeping

reforms to tackle the
pull factors drawing il-
legal migrants to Brit-
ain,” the spokesperson
said, referring to Inte-
rior Minister Shabana
Mahmood.

The ministry also
noted the government is
“ramping up removals
of those with no right to
be here”.
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Mother of Greek
on politicians in

THESSALONIKI, Greece
(AFP) — Three years af-
ter Greece's deadliest-
ever train crash, the
mother of one of the
tragedy’'s 57 victims
told AFP she hopes her
new political party will
force the country’s gov-
erning elite to accept
responsibility.

Maria  Karystianou
has emerged as a fig-
urehead for the families
campaigning for justice
for their loved ones
killed in the Febru-
ary 2023 train crash in
Tempe, central Greece.
The disaster sparked
immense anger across
the Mediterranean
nation.

Like many Greeks, the
53-year-old paediatri-
cian has accused the
government of Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mit-
sotakis of an attempted
cover-up. She launched
her party to combat the
“corruption and crony-
ism"” many see as omni-
present in Greek politi-
cal life.

“There is absolutely
no chance that the situ-
ation in Greece will im-
prove if citizens do not
enter parliament to put
in place the necessary
changes,” she said.

Along with tens of
thousands of other pro-
testers, Karystianou
will take to the streets
again on Saturday for
the third anniversary
of the tragedy, in which
she lost her teenage
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daughter.

More than 300,000
people rallied to mark
last year’s anniversary,
one of the biggest dem-
onstrations the country
has seen since the fi-
nancial crisis.

“For three vyears,

/

rain tragedy vict

id for ‘justice’

Students chant slogans during a rally two days before the third anniversary of Tempi railway collision in February 2023, in Athens on Thursday

we have been out on
the streets, not just
to organise protests,
but also to file count-
less legal appeals to
obtain justice for our
loved omnes,” she told
AFP in her apartment
in the northern city of

Thessaloniki.

“Unfortunately, eve-
rywhere we go we have
ended up running into
brick walls.”

‘Closing ranks’

Most of those killed in

the crash on February
28, 2023, were young
students aboard a pas-
senger locomotive car-
rying some 350 people
from Athens to Thessa-
loniki that hit a freight
train in the dead of the
night.
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Karystianou's
19-year-old daughter,
Marthi, was returning

home from carnival
when she died in the
crash.

The two trains were
allowed to run on the
same track for more

im takes

than 10 minutes with-
out triggering any
alarm, laying bare the
parlous state of the
Greek railway net-
work’s security fail-
safes, despite European
Union grants for their
modernisation.

While Mitsotakis
blamed the collision on
“fatal human errors”,
the prime minister also
admitted to “chronic
failures of the state”.

Nearly 40 people will
go on trial over the trag-
edy on March 23, includ-
ing railway executives
and the station master
on duty that night. They
risk prison sentences of
up to 20 years.

Yet, not a single poli-
tician will be in the
dock, despite the cho-
rus of criticism of Mit-
sotakis’s conservative
government over its dis-
astrous handling of the
accident.

The victims’ families
have also protested that
valuable clues were lost
when the crash site was
bulldozed soon after
the accident. That inci-
dent led to allegations
the government was lit-
erally trying to bury the
evidence.

“We know how things
work in Greece,” Kar-
ystianou insisted, tak-
ing aim at “collusion”
in a “system of clos-
ing ranks... that often
works against citi-
zens while protecting
politicians”.

‘Hushed up’

“Besides the pain of
losing our loved ones,
we have this feeling of
being scorned, looked
down on,” she said, wor-
rying that “that this
crime, like many others,
will be hushed up”.

In early January,
Karystianou — whose
approval ratings far
outstrip Mitsotakis's —
made waves with the
announcement that she
was forming a political
party.

Even after sparking a
heated debate by wad-
ing into the hot-button
issue of the right to
abortion, one opinion
poll suggests more than
30 per cent of Greeks
could vote for Karys-
tianou's new movement,
just behind Mitsotakis's
ruling conservatives.

This, despite the fact
that Karystianou has yet
to reveal what the new
party might be called.

“The cornerstone is
the establishment of the
rule of law,” said Karys-
tianou, nicknamed “The
Mother of Tempi” by the
Greek press.

A devout woman who
is also mother to a son,
Karystianou insists that
she has made the fight
for the truth her life's
“mission”.

“I have to see this
through to the very end
because I swore to my
child that I would,” she
said.

ESCWA projects 2.8% Jordan
growth, lower inflation

Continued from page 1

Regional inflation is
expected to ease from
8.2 per cent last year to
5.4 per cent by 2027, sup-
ported by declining com-
modity prices and the
normalisation of supply
chains, while overall ex-
ports across the Arab re-
gion are also forecast to
expand, aided by stronger
non-oil trade, according
to the report.

High-income Arab
economies are projected
to record GDP growth
of 4.2 per cent in 2026,
up from 3.3 per cent last
year, reflecting the impact
of economic diversifica-
tion efforts.

Growth in middle-in-
come Arab countries is
expected to rise from 2.8
per cent last year to 3.3
per cent this year, with
gradual  improvement
anticipated despite con-
tinued debt and inflation
pressures.

ESCWA added that
low-income countries
are facing persistent fis-
cal and humanitarian
strains, with only limited
recovery projected fol-
lowing a contraction of
0.9 per cent in 2025.

Highlighting the hu-
manitarian crisis in Gaza,
the report estimated re-
construction costs at
nearly $70 billion amid
widespread destruction

affecting approximately
78 per cent of buildings.
ESCWA calls on Arab
states to continue eco-
nomic diversification,
reduce reliance on hy-
drocarbons, strengthen
investment in human
capital and technology,
enhance public financial
management, and align
aid and investment flows
with national priorities,
particularly in conflict-
affected countries.
ESCWA is one of five
regional commissions of
the United Nations, work-
ing to support inclusive
and sustainable devel-
opment across the Arab
region while promoting
regional integration.

Tunisia court blocks closure of factory blamed for

TUNIS (AFP) — A Tu-
nisian court on Thurs-
day rejected demands
to suspend operations
at a fertiliser factory,
a lawyer told AFP, after
thousands of protest-
ers blamed the plant
for a rise in health
problems.

The facility in the
city of Gabes emits sul-
phur gases, nitrogen
and fluorine, accord-
ing to an audit last July
for the African Devel-
opment Bank, which
reported “major non-
compliance” on air and
marine pollution.

Mounir Adouni, head
of the Gabes bar asso-
ciation that launched
the legal action, said
Thursday's decision
was an emergency rul-

ing and a final verdict
was pending.

“The court ruled that
there was no sufficient
proof of harm, saying
allegations of pollution
lacked technical and

scientific evidence,”
Adouni said.
A  major Tunisian

civil rights group con-
demned the ruling,
calling it a “serious set-
back in the treatment
of the country’s biggest
environmental pollu-
tion case”.

“The argument that
there is no evidence of
harm can only be seen
as a blatant disregard
of established and doc-
umented facts,” the Tu-
nisian Forum for Social
and Economic Rights
added.

It said the pollution
was not an allegation
but “confirmed by offi-
cial reports”.

Locals in  Gabes
have for years rallied
against the phosphate-
processing factory,
which makes fertilisers
mainly for export.

The bar associa-
tion lodged its com-
plaint after thousands
protested against the
plant in October, blam-
ing it for an increase in
health problems in the
local community.

This month local
campaign group Stop
Pollution said 12 of its
members had been sen-
tenced to a year in pris-
on over a 2020 protest
at the plant.

Adouni said the bar

will file an appeal on
Friday because no date
had been set for a hear-
ing on a final ruling.

‘The argument
that there is

no evidence

of harm can
only be seen

as a blatant
disregard of
established and
documented
facts’

Despite a 2017 prom-
ise to gradually shut

pollution

the plant down, au-
thorities last year said
they were ramping up
production.

Taking advantage of
rising prices for ferti-
liser on global markets,
Tunisia now wants its
output to increase more
than fourfold by 2030.

The African Develop-
ment Bank last month
said it would provide
Tunisia with $110 mil-
lion to “support the en-
vironmental upgrading
and rehabilitation” of
the factory.

President Kais Saied
has long vowed to re-
vive Tunisia’s phos-
phate sector, hindered
by years of underin-
vestment and unrest,
calling it a “pillar of the
national economy”.

Israel aims to bring ‘permanent demographic
change’to West Bank, Gaza — UN

Continued from page 1

Israel has approved a
series of initiatives this
month backed by far-
right ministers, including
launching a process to
register land in the West
Bank as “state property”
and allowing Israelis
to purchase land there
directly, in a move con-
demned by several coun-
tries as well as Hamas.

Israel’s current gov-
ernment has accelerated

settlement  expansion,
approving a record 54
settlements in 2025, ac-
cording to Israeli set-
tlement watchdog NGO
Peace Now.

Israel has occupied the
West Bank since 1967.

‘Maximum land,
minimum Arabs’

In the Gaza Strip, most
of the territory’s 2.2 mil-
lion inhabitants have
been displaced at least

once since the start of
the war sparked by Ha-
mas' unprecedented sur-
prise attack against Is-
rael on October 7, 2023.

“Intensified attacks,
the methodical destruc-
tion of entire neighbour-
hoods and the denial of
humanitarian assist-
ance appeared to aim
at a permanent demo-
graphic shift in Gaza,”
the UN human rights of-
fice said in a report last
week.

Israeli farright Fi-
nance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich also vowed to
encourage “emigration”
from the Palestinian ter-
ritories in February.

“We will finally, for-
mally and in practical
terms nullify the cursed
Oslo Accords and em-
bark on a path toward
sovereignty, while en-
couraging emigration
from both Gaza and
Judea and Samaria,” he
said, using the Biblical

term for the West Bank.

“There is no other
long-term solution,”
added Smotrich, who
himself lives in a settle-
ment in the West Bank.

“They want maximum
land and minimum
Arabs,” TFathi Nimer,
a researcher with Pal-
estinian think tank Al
Shabaka, told AFP, re-
ferring to a commonly
used phrase used to de-
scribe Israeli settlement
tactics.

US, Ukraine conclude talks in Geneva as Russia says ‘no deadlines’ to end war

Continued from page 1

Hours  before the
meeting, Russian forc-
es launched some 420
drones and 39 missiles at
Ukraine, wounding more
than two dozen people
in at least six different
regions, according to
authorities.

AFP journalists heard
several explosions in cen-
tral Kyiv shortly after au-
thorities warned Russia
had launched its attack.

The strikes hit an

electricity substation in
the southern Odesa re-
gion, as well as a school
building in the southern
Zaporizhzhia region, ac-
cording to officials.
“Destruction has been
recorded in eight regions,
with many private homes
and apartment buildings
damaged,” Zelensky said.
Also ahead of the meet-
ing, Russia announced
that it had returned the
bodies of 1,000 killed
Ukrainian soldiers to
Ukraine, while Moscow

received 35 Russian bod-
ies in exchange.

The two sides regularly
exchange the remains of
killed serviceman, one of
the few areas of coopera-
tion between the warring
countries.

Zelensky spoke with
Trump on Wednesday
ahead of the talks, with
US envoys Witkoff and
Kushner part of the
30-minute call.

“We expect this meet-
ing [in Geneva] to create
an opportunity to move

talks to the leaders’ lev-
el. President Trump sup-
ports this sequence of
steps,” Zelensky said.

After first refusing to
negotiate with Russia,
Zelensky has repeatedly
said that the only way
of resolving difficult is-
sues, including territory,
is through a meeting
with Putin.

Talks between Mos-
cow and Kyiv remain
deadlocked over the fate
of the Donbas — the in-
dustrial region in east-

ern Ukraine that has
been the epicentre of the
fighting.

Russia is pushing for
full control of Ukraine'’s
eastern Donetsk region,
and has threatened to
take it by force if Kyiv
does not cave at the ne-
gotiating table.

But Ukraine has re-
jected the demand and
signalled it would not
sign a deal without secu-
rity guarantees that de-
ter Russia from invading
again.

Civilian death toll in Sudan war
more than doubled in 2025, UN says

Continued from page 1

The TUN's resident
and humanitarian co-
ordinator for Sudan,
Denise Brown, said on
Thursday that access
to the cities of Kadugli
and Dilling in South Ko-
rdofan — long cut off by
an RSF siege until the
army recently lifted it
— had been effectively
impossible.

“We were not able to
get supplies in. We had
to remove our staff for
their own safety,” she
said, after stepping off
the first UN flight to
Khartoum since the war
began on Thursday.

Famine was declared
last November in the
North Darfur capital El
Fasher and in Kadugli,
the capital of South Ko-
rdofan, according to a
UN-backed assessment.
The same assessment
said Dilling in South Ko-
rdofan is also likely fac-
ing famine conditions.

Turk said both the
army and the RSF con-
tinued to use “explosive
weapons in densely
populated areas, of-
ten without warning
— showing utter disre-

gard for human life”.

Turk highlighted
the “increased use of
advanced long-range

drones”, which has “ex-
panded harm to civil-
ians in areas far from
the front lines that were
previously peaceful”.

‘We were not
able to get
supplies in.We
had to remove
our staff for their
own safety’

Turk also voiced con-
cern over “the growing
militarisation of soci-
ety”, including the re-
cruitment of children
and young people into
the fighting.

Several countries
have been accused of
involvement in the
conflict.

The United Arab
Emirates has been ac-
cused of arming the
RSF — allegations it de-
nies. Egypt, Iran, Turkey
and Saudi Arabia have
backed army chief Ab-
del Fattah Al Burhan.

Turk urged “diplomat-
ic and political pres-
sure” to push the parties
towards a humanitarian
truce that leads to a per-
manent ceasefire.

Efforts to secure a
ceasefire have repeat-
edly collapsed.

Burhan vowed this
week to fight “until the
end” and said he plans
to build a “smart army”
investing in technology
and research.

In January, a govern-
ment source told AFP
the army was studying a
new ceasefire proposal
from the United States
and Saudi Arabia.

Talks mediated by
the Quad — the TUS,
UAE, Saudi Arabia and
Egypt — have stalled
for months, with Bur-
han accusing mediators
of favouring the UAE.
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About the
3-day weekend

debate erupted last week
Abetween proponents and

opponents of extending the
weekend to three days. This article
examines the advantages and dis-
advantages of this proposal.

Historically, the weekend vaca-
tion evolved in stages. Regular
days off were absent in agrarian 44
societies. In Europe, Sunday was ] )
a day of religious rest, while in Is- ECONOMIC
lamic countries, Friday was a day
of congregational prayer, not nec- REVIEW
essarily a day of rest.

In the 19th century, with the In- Yusuf Mansur
dustrial Revolution, the idea of a
six-day work week emerged, and
labor unions began to advocate for reduced working
hours. This culminated in Britain adopting a half-
day Saturday and a full-day Sunday as its weekend.

At the beginning of the 20th century, in 1908, some
factories adopted Saturday and Sunday as working
days in response to the wishes of Jewish and Chris-
tian workers. This was followed by the passage of
the American Labour Act of 1938, which established
a 40-hour work week and mandated a two-day week-
end. After World War II, the two-day weekend be-
came the global standard.

Countries have chosen different days of the week
for the two-day weekend, for economic and social
reasons (such as protecting workers’ health and in-
creasing productivity, boosting consumer spending
through increased shopping and entertainment, pro-
moting domestic tourism, and strengthening family
and social bonds).

Consequently, in Europe, the United States, East
Asia and most of the rest of the world the weekend is
Saturday and Sunday. The Friday-Saturday weekend
is often the preferred model in Islamic countries like
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain and
Jordan. There are also hybrid models, such as in the
UAE, where the weekend is half-day on Friday and
the full weekend (Saturday and Sunday).

Moreover, there are recent global experiments
with adopting a three-day weekend, especially since
economic research and studies by the International
Labour Organisation indicate that reducing working
hours increases productivity and reduces absentee-
ism and stress. Iceland reduced working hours with-
out cutting wages, and productivity did not decline;
in some cases, it even improved, and employee well-
being was enhanced. In 2022, the UK conducted a
national trial of a three-day weekend, and 92 per
cent of companies continued to implement it after
the trial, which resulted in reduced burnout and in-
creased job satisfaction. In Japan, Microsoft adopt-
ed this practice, resulting in a 40 per cent increase
in productivity, along with a decrease in energy con-
sumption and production costs. Pilot projects are
underway in countries like Spain and Belgium. Ul-
timately, most experiments implementing a four-day
workweek maintain the number of working hours
and focus on increasing efficiency.

Regarding the number of working days per year,
Jordan'’s is lower than in some developed countries.
Germany has 230 working days annually, Japan
245, and the United States 249. The actual number
of working days per year for the private sector in
Jordan is approximately 240-250, after deducting
weekends, annual leave (14-21 days), and official and
religious holidays, which are not counted as part of
annual leave. The actual number of working days
may be as low as 235 due to unforeseen official holi-
days. Therefore, the economic cost of any increase in
holidays must be carefully considered.

The economic cost of a three-day weekend can be
calculated by dividing the GDP by the number of
daily working hours and subtracting potential pro-
ductivity gains, increased tourism and spending,
and savings in operating costs.

The benefits of a three-day weekend include in-
creased productivity (reduced fatigue and improved
performance, increased focus during workdays),
a boost to the local economy (increased domestic
tourism, increased spending on entertainment and
restaurants), reduced unemployment (distributing
work among a larger workforce, increasing part-
time jobs), improved mental and social well-being
(reduced burnout, improved work-life balance), and
lower operating costs (reduced energy and transpor-
tation consumption).

On the other hand, the disadvantages of a three-
day weekend include a decrease in total working
hours (if productivity is not increased), a negative
impact on service sectors (e.g., banks, government
agencies, international trade), a loss of competitive-
ness if competing countries are working harder and
producing more, and potential difficulties in imple-
mentation in the industrial sector.

In conclusion, Jordan operates within the global
average for working days, and a three-day holiday
may raise welfare and productivity, but it also car-
ries economic risks. Therefore, the benefits and
drawbacks of such a trend, which stems from the
desire to improve the citizens’ welfare, must be cal-
culated.

Editorial and advertising offices
Jordan Press Foundation

The Jordan Times is published daily
except Saturdays

The writer is a former minister of State for Government Affairs.

The Hashemite roadmap: From diplomatic
initiative to sustainable development

By Hassan Da’jah

rary international politics,

the diplomatic initiatives
of His Majesty King Abdullah,
coupled with the dynamic and
youthful vision of His Royal
Highness Crown Prince Hus-
sein, stand out as a solid model
of strategic diplomacy aimed at
safeguarding Jordan's supreme
national interests and consoli-
dating stability in a region rife
with turmoil. Anyone observing
the recent intensive royal activ-
ity will realise that Jordan is
playing a proactive and leading
role, seeking to redefine regional
balances, based on historical le-
gitimacy and broad internation-
al acceptance. This was clearly
demonstrated in the series of
meetings and summits hosted
by Amman with leaders from
various continents and political
orientations, from Indonesia in
the east to Germany and Albania
in the west. The Crown Prince’s
accompaniment of His Majesty
the King on these tours not only
reflects the continuity of the
Hashemite approach but also in-
fuses Jordan's “soft power” with
digital and youthful dynamism.
This enhances the Kingdom's
ability to engage with global
powers in contemporary terms
and transforms Amman into a
hub for decision-makers seeking
to build cross-border partner-
ships that ensure sustainable
security and peace in a volatile

In the realm of contempo-

region.
Based on a deep-rooted
Hashemite historical legacy

and a high level of international
trust, Jordan has successfully
positioned Amman as a destina-
tion for decision-makers from
across the globe. From the ris-
ing economic power of Indonesia
in the east to the industrial and
political weight of Germany and
Albania in the west, Jordan is
weaving the threads of strategic
cross-border partnerships. These
partnerships aim to build robust
regional balances that safeguard
national sovereignty, open up
broad horizons for quality in-
vestment, and establish a unique
model of “positive engagement”

Beyond slogans: Making
rights measurable reality

By Lubna Hanna Ammari

recognition of the right to

a healthy and sustainable
environment has gained sig-
nificant momentum. In 2022,
the United Nations General As-
sembly adopted a resolution af-
firming that every person is en-
titled to live in a clean, healthy
and sustainable environment
a milestone in the evolution of
environmental human rights
that obliges states to transform
commitments into measurable
action. This global framework
underscores the importance of
not only articulating environ-
mental rights but also build-
ing the systems and tools to
measure and enforce them ef-
fectively.

For Jordan, a country grap-
pling with water scarcity, air
quality challenges and pres-
sure on natural resources,
the journey from rhetoric to
measurable reality requires a
multifaceted approach. In this
context, the Ministry of Envi-
ronment has placed this issue
at the forefront of its strate-
gic priorities, demonstrating
a strong and consistent com-
mitment to advancing environ-
mental protection and sustain-
ability. National laws such as
the Environmental Protection
Law (No. 6 of 2017) and sub-
sequent frameworks establish
the legal basis for environmen-
tal stewardship and assign re-
sponsibility to the Ministry of
Environment to protect air, wa-
ter, soil and biodiversity. These
laws mandate scientific moni-
toring, setting standards for
pollutants and requiring envi-
ronmental impact assessments
for development projects, offer-
ing a legal foundation for ac-
countability and measurement.

Jordan’s institutional ar-
chitecture includes the Minis-
try of Environment's strategic
plans, such as the 2023-2025
strategy, which sets out objec-
tives for green growth, climate
action and improved environ-
mental quality while embed-

In recent years, the global

with the international commu-
nity.

This ensures the sustainability
of security and peace in a vola-
tile region, while consistently
emphasising that Jordan's sta-
bility is the cornerstone of the
stability of the entire region. The
high-level talks with Indonesian
President Prabowo Subianto at
Basman Palace marked a stra-
tegic turning point in Jordan's
diversification of international
partnerships.

His Majesty is leading
an international
moral and legal

front to confront
Israel’s systematic
expansionism, which
aims to undermine
the two-state solution
by consolidating its
control over the West
Bank

The move towards a rising eco-
nomic power like Indonesia re-
flects an awareness of the need to
build transcontinental alliances
that transcend traditional mod-
els. The two leaders focused on
elevating the relationship, which
spans more than 75 years, and de-
veloping it in promising sectors
such as business, investment,
energy, science and technology,
health, and defence cooperation.
This shared economic and secu-

ding monitoring and evaluation
mechanisms to track progress.
The strategy reflects an under-
standing that environmental
protection must be anchored
in measurable indicators and
systematic review rather than
aspirational plans alone.

Despite these legal and stra-
tegic frameworks, the real test
lies in implementation. Reports
on environmental performance
in Jordan reveal mixed results:
Strides in governance struc-
tures and local environmental
initiatives coexist with persist-
ent challenges such as low re-
newable energy uptake and re-
source inefficiencies. According
to recent assessments, while
Jordan ranks relatively high
in local environmental govern-
ance, its performance in mate-
rial productivity and renewable
energy consumption signals a
gap between policy frameworks
and on-the-ground outcomes,
highlighting the need for meas-
urable and transparent evalua-
tion tools.

To make environmental
rights a measurable reality,
Jordan must invest in robust
data systems that capture en-
vironmental conditions in
real time and make informa-
tion available to policymakers,
civil society and citizens alike.
Here, artificial intelligence (AI)
can play a transformative role.
The Jordanian Artificial Intelli-
gence Strategy (2023-2027) out-
lines a comprehensive frame-
work to mainstream AI across
public sectors, emphasising
data-driven governance, secure
data sharing and performance
monitoring. By harnessing AI,
Jordan can enhance its capac-
ity to analyse complex environ-
mental data, detect emerging
threats and improve the preci-
sion of policy interventions.

Practical applications of AI
are particularly promising in
areas such as air quality moni-
toring and waste management.
For example, Al-enabled sensor
networks can provide continu-
ous, high-resolution air qual-
ity data across urban and rural

rity vision was not divorced from
regional concerns, as the Indo-
nesian President warned of the
dangers of escalation in the West
Bank and its impact on efforts
to restore stability in Gaza. He
affirmed his country’s support
for implementing the ceasefire
agreement and establishing an
independent Palestinian state,
based on the outcomes of His
Majesty King Abdullah II's visit
to Indonesia last November.

This eastward orientation is
complemented by the deepening
of ties with Europe, exemplified
by the visit of German President
Frank-Walter Steinmeier and the
First Lady to the Kingdom. Ger-
many represents a key strategic
partner for Jordan in the fields of
development and diplomacy. His
Majesty King Abdullah’s talks
with Albanian President Bajram
Begaj at Al Husseiniya Palace fur-
ther solidified Jordan’s position
as a hub for security and political
coordination. His Majesty com-
mended the outcomes of the Aqa-
ba Meetings, held in partnership
with Albania, emphasising that
these gatherings represent an
opportunity to further strength-
en friendship and international
cooperation in the face of shared
challenges.

From an analytical perspec-
tive, these European and Asian
visits were not merely protocol-
driven political meetings, but
rather strategic initiatives aimed
at bolstering Jordan's economic
security and attracting foreign
direct investment. The focus on
Indonesia opens doors for Asian
capital to invest in vital sectors
such as phosphates, fertilisers,
and renewable energy, leverag-
ing Jordan'’s strategic location as
a logistics hub and its free trade
agreements with the West. Con-
versely, strengthening ties with
Germany and Albania reinforces
European investor confidence in
the Jordanian business environ-
ment, positioning the Kingdom as
an island of stability and a secure
Launchpad for major projects in
technology, digital transforma-
tion and green hydrogen. This
diversification reduces reliance
on traditional sources of funding
and gives the national economy

greater flexibility in the face of
global fluctuations, transforming
political agreements into joint
projects that create jobs and sup-
port the “vision of economic mod-
ernisation”.

At the heart of this flurry of
diplomatic activity, the Palestin-
ian cause remains the unwaver-
ing principle guiding the King's
actions. His Majesty is leading
an international moral and legal
front to confront Israel’s system-
atic expansionism, which aims to
undermine the two-state solution
by consolidating its control over
the West Bank. His Majesty's re-
peated warnings against the on-
going violations of Islamic and
Christian holy sites in Jerusa-
lem, which are under Hashemite
custodianship, place the inter-
national community before its
historical responsibilities, clari-
fying that disregarding Palestin-
ian rights is a blatant violation
of international law and the UN
Charter. This role extends to a
comprehensive vision for the se-
curity of neighbouring countries,
where His Majesty emphasises
the need to support the efforts of
Syria and Lebanon to maintain
their security and sovereignty,
while stressing the importance of
dialogue and diplomacy in reduc-
ing tensions related to Iran.

The King's intensive engage-
ment with the leaders of Indo-
nesia, Germany and Albania,
with the active participation of
His Royal Highness the Crown
Prince, is part of a comprehen-
sive strategy aimed at protect-
ing Jordanian sovereignty and
safeguarding the interests of the
Jordanian people. By diversify-
ing partnerships and adhering to
international law, Jordan proves
that despite the challenges of
the region, it possesses a politi-
cal and moral weight that makes
it a pivotal player that cannot
be ignored, stressing that the
true strength of countries lies
in the clarity of their vision and
the ability of their leadership to
shape the future in the language
of peace and humanitarian coop-
eration.

Hassan Da’jah — professor of Strategic
Studies at Al-Hussein Bin Talal University

environmental

in Jordan

areas, allowing authorities and
communities to assess pollu-
tion trends and enforce regu-
latory standards more effec-
tively. Similarly, AT algorithms
can optimise waste collection
routes, predict peak waste gen-
eration times and improve re-
cycling efficiency, turning pre-
viously anecdotal observations
into quantifiable performance
metrics.

To make
environmental
rights a measurable
reality, Jordan must
invest in robust data
systems that capture
environmental
conditions in real
time and make
information available
to policymakers, civil
society and citizens
alike

AI can also support water
resource management, a criti-
cal area for Jordan given its
extreme water scarcity. By ana-
lysing consumption patterns
with machine learning, author-
ities can detect leaks, forecast
demand and allocate water re-
sources more sustainably. In-
tegrating AI in environmental
impact assessment models can
further enhance the accuracy
of predictions about how new

infrastructure or industrial
projects will affect ecosystems,
biodiversity and human health,

enabling  policy decisions
grounded in data rather than
assumption.

However, integrating AI into
environmental governance is
not without challenges. Tech-
nical capacity, infrastructure
investment, ethical concerns
around data privacy and clear
legal frameworks for AI deploy-
ment are essential prerequi-
sites for success. Policymakers
must ensure that AI systems
are transparent, inclusive,
and aligned with national pri-
orities, so that they empower
stakeholders rather than en-
trench inequalities.

Civil society organisations
also have a vital role to play in
this transformation. Entities
such as Jordan's National Cent-
er for Environmental Justice
work to strengthen environ-
mental rule of law and promote
evidence-based advocacy, serv-
ing as watchdogs that bridge
the gap between policy commit-
ments and community realities.
Collaboration between govern-
ment, academia, industry and
civil society can harness AI's
potential in ways that are ac-
countable and aligned with the
public interest.

Turning environmental rights
from slogans into measurable
reality in Jordan demands a
cultural shift towards trans-
parency, innovation and data-
driven governance. It calls for a
commitment to invest in tech-
nologies, build institutional
capabilities and empower citi-
zens with access to reliable
information. By embedding AI
into environmental monitor-
ing and decision-making, Jor-
dan can not only measure its
progress more effectively but
also create a model of sustain-
able governance where envi-
ronmental rights are respected,
enforced and experienced in
everyday life.

The author is a specialist in educational
technology



THE JORDAN TIMES

Friday-Saturday, February 27-28, 2026 B U S I N ES S

=3 N
Photo of Al Mamlaka TV

Innovative Startups and SMEs Fund takes part in the Investors Summit organised by the
Middle East Venture Capital Association at Abu Dhabi Global Market

ISSF Calls for 'smarter' sovereign
capital to catalyse venture
Investment at MEVCA summit

AMMAN (JT) — The In-
novative Start ups and
SMEs Fund (ISSF) on
Thursday, participated
in the Investors Sum-
mit organised by the
Middle East Venture

Capital Association
(MEVCA) at the Abu
Dhabi Global Market

(ADGM), according to
an ISSF statement.

ISSF CEO Moham-
med Muhtaseb high-
lighted the pivotal role
of sovereign funds as
primary engines for the
innovation economy
and effective catalysts
for entrepreneurship
ecosystems, the Jordan
News Agency, Petra,
reported.

Addressing the sum-
mit, a premier annual
gathering for funds
and investors in the
Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) region,
Muhtaseb noted that
amidst rapid global
and regional economic
shifts, it is essential
to redefine the roles
of sovereign funds
through "smarter capi-

tal engineering".

He argued that these
funds should evolve be-
yond traditional invest-
ment tools governed by
a ‘"grant-based" men-
tality, transforming
instead into enablers
for the entrepreneur-
ship and innovation
economy in Jordan and
the wider region, driv-
en by feasibility and
sustainability.

He affirmed that
investment yield
and economic
developmentare
complementary
objectives, rather
than conflicting
ones, within the
fund’s policy

Muhtaseb presented
a vision to shift sover-
eign investment funds
from symbolic invest-

ing to becoming a "driv-
ing and catalytic force"
capable of mobilising
venture capital through
profitable, sustainable
investments that circu-
late within the econo-
my over the long term.

He stressed that the
objective is not merely
to inject capital or in-
crease the number of
beneficiary companies
regardless of economic
viability, but to build
an integrated invest-
ment ecosystem that
leads the MENA in-
novation economy on
foundations of finan-
cial sustainability.

The CEO further
explained that the
ISSF's current invest-
ment strategy balances
achieving financial re-
turns for continuity
with maximising eco-
nomic impact.

He affirmed that in-
vestment yield and eco-
nomic development are
complementary objec-
tives, rather than con-
flicting ones, within the
fund'’s policy.

Hikma p
rise at $

AMMAN (JT) — Hikma
Pharmaceuticals on
Thursday announced
its audited financial
results for 2025, re-
porting a 7 per cent
increase in revenues
(6 per cent in constant
currency) to $3.349 bil-
lion, compared with
$3.127 billion in 2024.
The company said
growth was achieved
across its three geo-
graphic regions, North
America, the Middle
East and North Africa
and Europe, driven by
strong performance in
its branded medicines
and Hikma Rx seg-
ments, in addition to
improved results in its
injectables business.
Chief Executive Of-
ficer Said Darwazah
said that the strong
momentum in  the
branded and Hikma Rx
segments, alongside
growth across regions,
enabled the group to
deliver increases in
revenues and profits in

line with expectations
while maintaining re-
silient margins.

He added that the
company is taking
measured steps to ad-
dress challenges in the
injectables  segment,
expressing confidence
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in the sector’s long-
term prospects and
in the 2026 outlook,
which is based on sus-
tained operational mo-
mentum and increased
investment to support
sustainable growth,
according to Jordan

) .

News Agency, Petra.
Hikma also an-
nounced a 5 per cent
increase in total divi-
dend distributions and
the launch of a share
buyback programme
of up to $250 million
during 2026, reflect-

I

osts 7% revenue
.349b in 2025
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ing the strength of its
financial position and
its ability to generate
cash.

The company ex-
pects group revenues
to grow by between 2
per cent and 4 per cent
in 2026.

ADC rolls out upgrade package at Aqaba Airport

AMMAN (JT) — The
Agaba  Development
Corporation (ADC) is
implementing a pack-
age of upgrades at
Aqgaba's King Hussein
International Airport
to enhance passenger
comfort and streamline
arrival and departure
procedures in line with
growing air traffic.

The works include
infrastructure and
service-system up-

grades, improved facil-
itation measures, and
architectural enhance-
ments to the terminal’s
exterior and interior
to support Aqaba'’s po-
sitioning as a regional

tourism hub, according
to a statement.

The ADC is updat-
ing external facades
and site landscaping,
developing entrances
and canopies, and up-
grading lighting sys-
tems to improve opera-
tional efficiency and
the airport's overall
appearance.

The project also in-
cludes an external
service facility to sup-
port airport opera-
tions, the Jordan News
Agency, Petra, reported.

Operational systems
are being modernised
through the introduc-
tion of SITA check-in

and wupgraded bag-
gage sorting and han-
dling, aimed at ac-
celerating processing
and improving service
reliability.

Safety and security
capabilities are also
being strengthened by
supporting the fire-
fighting and rapid-
response fleet and es-
tablishing  dedicated
accommodation for se-
curity personnel.

ADC CEO Hussein
Safadi said the airport
upgrades are part of a
broader development
program across Adga-
ba's key sectors, adding
that the airport shapes

first impressions for
visitors and investors.

He noted the initia-
tive is designed to raise
infrastructure efficien-
cy and service quality
in step with Agaba’s
tourism and invest-
ment growth, while
ensuring a smooth
and secure travel
experience.

The wupgrades are
expected to improve
operational readiness
and service levels, par-
ticularly as charter,
low-cost, and seasonal
flights expand Agaba’s
connectivity with Eu-
ropean and global mar-
kets, he added.

The ADC and the
airport’'s management
have also launched the
"Here To Help" guid-
ance and assistance
service, staffed Dby
trained local residents
who support travellers
through  procedures,
provide  information
on available services,
share tourism guidance
on Aqaba and nearby
destinations, and of-
fer support for older
passengers and people
with disabilities.

The service also pro-
vides access to tourism
content via a QR code
linked to visitaqaba.
com.

Nvidia smashes forecasts with record quarter as Al boom rolls on

SAN FRANCISCO, Unit-
ed States (AFP) — Nvidia
on Wednesday reported
blockbuster  quarterly
results that blew past
Wall Street expecta-
tions, posting record
revenue of $68.1 billion
as insatiable demand for
its artificial intelligence
chips showed no sign of
cooling.

The figures — up 73
per cent from a year
ago and well above the
$65.7 Dbillion analysts
had forecast — sent a
powerful signal that the
technology build out
dominated by Nvidia

Net income for the
quarter more than dou-

AFP photo
This illustration photograph shows screens displaying the
logo of US chipmaker Nvidia in Toulouse, south-western
France, on February 18

was quickly erased by
apparent investor profit

units (GPUs) that have
become the backbone of
the global artificial in-
telligence boom.
Founded in 1993 by
Jensen Huang, who re-
mains CEO, the Santa
Clara, California-based
company commands a
market  capitalisation
exceeding $4.7 trillion,
making it the world's
most valuable publicly
traded company.
Combined capital ex-
penditure from the four
major AI builders —
Google, Amazon, Meta
and Microsoft — could
approach $700 billion

A large share of that
spending land at Nvid-
ia, which remains the
dominant supplier of the
AT chips and technology
used to train and deliver
generative Al capability.

Huang said the AI in-
dustry had reached a de-
cisive turning point driv-
en by the rise of so-called
agentic AI - systems that
can take decisions and
act autonomously on be-
half of humans.

"We have now seen
the inflection of agentic
AT and the usefulness of
agents across the world,"
he said, adding that en-

'Gone to Al'

He pointed to the rapid
adoption of AI coding
and productivity tools
— including Anthropic's
Claude and OpenAl's
Codex — as evidence
that AT was now deliv-
ering tangible returns
for both customers and
cloud providers.
Speaking to analysts,
he warned that the tradi-
tional software industry
was being fundamentally
transformed by this adop-
tion, an argument that
has seen shares in enter-
prise software companies

ware running on comput-
ers has now gone into AL,"
he said, "and that trans-
lates directly to growth,
and that translates di-
rectly to revenues" for
companies deploying AI
solutions.

The company's data
centre division, which
sells the high-powered
chips used to train and
run AI models, was
once again the engine of
growth.

Revenue from that seg-
ment hit a record $62.3
billion in the quarter, up
75 per cent from a year
earlier and up 22 per cent

Nvidia reported revenue
of $215.9 billion, up 65
per cent from the previ-
ous year, with data centre
revenue reaching $193.7
billion — a 68 per cent an-
nual gain.

Perhaps more signifi-
cant for investors was
Nvidia's guidance for the
current quarter.

The company forecast
the current quarter's rev-
enue at $78 billion, plus or
minus 2 per cent — com-
fortably above the rough-
ly $72 billion Wall Street
had been expecting, and
a figure that analysts
said would go a long way

that underpins the glo- bled year-on-year to taking. this year as the tech gi- terprises everywhere  spiral lower in recent ses-  from the prior quarter. toward silencing doubts

bal AT boom remains in  $42.96 billion, causing Nvidia designs the ants race to stay ahead were seeing "incredible" sions on Wall Street. For the full fiscal year  about the durability of AT

full swing. a share price bump that graphics processing  in the crucial technology.  demand because of it. "What used to be soft- ending January 25, 2026, infrastructure spending.
[ o ° “k

IMF urges US to work with partners to ease trade restrictions AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE alnn anyg

WASHINGTON, United
States (AFP) — The IMF
on Wednesday called on
the United States to work
with trading partners
and find ways to mutu-
ally ease trade curbs, as
it issued a review of the
world's biggest economy.

The International
Monetary Fund's find-
ings covered the first
year of Donald Trump's
second presidency, in
which he unleashed
wide-ranging tariffs on
allies and competitors
alike as he sought to
shrink the US trade defi-
cit and boost domestic
manufacturing.

But his on-again, off-
again tariffs have roiled
supply chains and finan-
cial markets.

During the vyear, the

Trump administration
also sought to lower re-
liance on unauthorised
immigrant workers and
reduce the federal gov-
ernment's role in the
economy, the IMF noted.
But the fund said
Wednesday that Wash-
ington should work con-
structively with partners
"to address concerns
over unfair trade prac-
tices and agree on a co-
ordinated reduction in
trade restrictions and
industrial policy distor-
tions that have negative
cross-border effects".
"Where trade and in-
vestment measures [in-
cluding tariffs and ex-
port controls] are put in
place for national secu-
rity reasons, such poli-
cies should be applied

narrowly," it urged.

IMF Chief Kristalina
Georgieva told journal-
ists that the report was
prepared before the
Supreme Court struck
down many of Trump's
tariffs last Friday, adding
that it would digest this
development.

She noted that the
fund shares the Trump
administration's concern
about the size of the US
trade and current ac-
count deficit.

Georgieva added that
the country's current ac-
count gap is "too big."

'Stability risk'

The continuing rise in
public debt also 're-
mains a major issue"

to be attentive to, Geor-

gieva said.

The IMF statement
said that "while the risk
of sovereign stress in the
US is low, the upward
path for the public debt-
GDP ratio and increasing
levels of short-term debt-
GDP represent a growing
stability risk to the US
and global economy".

Overall, the fund
projects US GDP growth
to come in at 2.6 per cent
in 2026, picking up from
2.2 per cent last year.

It also flagged "two-
sided risks from tariffs,
taxes, and labour market
dynamics".

Broadly speaking, the
IMF said the US economy
"performed well in 2025"
in the concluding state-
ment of its "Article IV"
consultation.

AMMAN (JT) — Amman Stock Exchange (ASE)
trading value for Thursday amounted to JD6.2
million spread over 2.7 million shares that trad-
ed through 2,348 transactions.

The ASE share price index closed at 3598.78
points, same as the previous closed price

Out of 87 companies whose shares were trad-
ed, the share price of 28 companies rose while the
share price of another 27 declined.

Topping the list of the companies whose shares
gained the most were Union Investment Corpo-
ration by 12.50 per cent, Jordan Express Tourist
Transport by 5.91 per cent, Real Estate Develop-
ment by 3.17 per cent, Shareco Brokerage Com-
pany by 3.13 per cent and Kafaa for Financial and
Economical Investments Plc. by 2.86 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the
most were Union Tobacco and Cigarette Indus-
tries by 10.00 per cent, Mediterranean and Gulf
Insurance Company in Jordan Plc. by 9.09 per
cent, Jordanian Real Estate Company for Devel-
opment by 4.23 per cent, Dimensions in Jordan
and Emirates Commercial Investments Corpora-
tion by 2.99 per cent and Al Manara Islamic In-
surance Company by 2.94 per cent.
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DAILY SUMMARY

Regular Market

OTC Market

Trading Value (JDs) 6,150,899

Trading volume 2,744,876
No. of Transactions

2,348

No. of Securities 87

® Losers: 27
) Gainers: 28
Unchanged: 32
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SPORTS Vinicius seals Real Champions League
progress as PSG edge ou

AT A GLANCE

Harden fractures thumb
in blow to in-form Cavaliers

LOS ANGELES, United States (AFP) — Cleveland
Cavaliers guard James Harden fractured his thumb
against the New York Knicks and is questionable to
play their next game, the team said on Wednesday.
The news comes as a blow to the in-form Cavs, who
acquired former NBA Most Valuable Player Harden
this month and have won six of seven games since.
“Cavaliers guard James Harden injured his right
thumb in last night's 109-94 win over New York,” said
a team statement. “A postgame examination by the
Cavaliers’ medical staff, followed by X-rays taken to-
day, confirmed a non-displaced fracture of the distal
phalanx.Harden will undergo treatment and contin-
ued evaluation and will be listed as QUESTIONABLE
for tonight's game against Milwaukee. An update
on his status will be provided as appropriate.” The
Cavaliers are currently joint-third in the Eastern
Conference, and are among the top contenders for
this year’s NBA title. The 36-year-old has never won
a championship despite being one of the most deco-
rated players in the league. “We're working to build
something special,” said Harden after his new side’s
most recent win on Tuesday night.

RUGBY

Wallabies skipper Wilson back from
injury in clash of heavyweight coaches

BRISBANE, Australia (AFP) — Wallabies skipper
Harry Wilson returns from injury to reinforce the
Queensland Reds against the Otago Highlanders
on Friday in a a clash pitting the incoming Australia
coach against a top contender to be his All Blacks
counterpart. Wilson underwent minor surgery last
month after damaging his knee in August when
leading Australia to victory over South Africa at El-
lis Park. He is one of five Wallabies back in the Reds’
matchday 23 for the Brisbane showdown, along with
fly-half Carter Gordon, hooker Josh Nasser, scrum-
half Kalani Thomas and utility back Filipo Daugunu.
“This is our home and we always want to put out a
performance worthy of the Queensland jersey,” said
Reds coach Les Kiss, who will take over from Joe
Schmidt as Australia coach in July. “We have been
working hard on areas that will be important against
the Highlanders. We know how getting all those lit-
tle moments right do add up inrugby."The Reds
crashed 36-12 to the NSW Waratahs a fortnight ago
to open their season before a round-two bye.

Friday-Saturday, February 27-28, 2026

PARIS, France (AFP)
—  Vinicius  Junior
sealed Real Madrid's
progress to the Cham-
pions League last 16
on Wednesday with the
clincher against Benfica
as holders Paris Saint-
Germain edged out
10-man Ligue 1 rivals
Monaco.

Italian giants Ju-
ventus almost pulled
off a stunning come-
back from their 5-2
first leg deficit against
Galatasaray, but extra-
time goals from Victor
Osimhen and Baris Yil-
maz gave the Turks a
7-5 aggregate victory,
while Lazar Samardzic's
injury-time  spot-kick
put Atalanta through
4-3 on aggregate against
Borussia Dortmund.

Vinicius scored the
winning goal in a 2-1
victory on the night to
secure a 3-1 aggregate
success for Real in the
play-off tie in Madrid.

“[Vini] had a great
game,” Real Madrid
coach Alvaro Arbeloa
told Movistar.

“Unbalancing them,
scoring, creating a lot
of danger every time he
took them on.”

A week on from the
racism furore in the
first leg in Lisbon, Vini-
cius provided the per-
fect riposte as the man
he accused of racial
abuse, Argentine mid-
fielder Gianluca Pres-
tianni sat out the match
with a provisional ban
imposed by UEFA.

Benfica coach Jose
Mourinho was also sus-
pended for the match
against his former em-
ployers but his side

Monaco

AFP photo

Galatasaray’s Nigerian forward #45 Victor Osimhen scores his team’s first goal during the UEFA Champions League, knockout
round play-off second leg, football match between Juventus FC and Galatasaray SK at the Allianz stadium in Turin, on

Wednesday

briefly gave him hope of
a shock result.

Rafa Silva gave Benfi-
ca a deserved lead on 14
minutes, but two min-
utes later, Aurelien Tch-
ouameni levelled things
up on the night with a
crisp finish from Fed-
erico Valverde's cutback.

With  strike-partner
Kylian Mbappe injured,
Vinicius then stole the
limelight, breaking clear
11 minutes from time to
fire across goalkeeper
Anatoliy Trubin and into
the far corner.

Tchouameni called it
“a victory over racism”.

PSG overcame a first-
half scare to beat Mo-

naco 5-4 on aggregate
after a 2-2 draw at the
Parc des Princes.

“What we've shown
this season is our re-
silience, our ability to
solve problems,” PSG
coach Luis Enrique said
of his team.

With Morocco full-
back Achraf Hakimi
picked to start despite
facing trial for alleged
rape, PSG made a slug-
gish opening.

Monaco pulled level
on aggregate just before
half-time as Maghnes
Akliouche finished
smartly from Mamadou
Coulibaly’s clever pass.

But Coulibaly picked

Alexandria bids farewell to historic tram in latest urban upheaval

By Bahira Amin
Agence France-Presse

ALEXANDRIA, Egypt
— Along Egypt's Medi-
terranean coast, the
oldest tram in Africa
and the Middle East
rumbles for a final few
weeks before its remov-
al — the latest urban
upheaval Alexandrians
say is hollowing out
their city’s identity.

Government plans to
replace the colourful
streetcars on one of the
city’s routes with a par-
tially elevated light rail
line have angered Al-
exandrians, for whom
the 163-year-old track
is “heritage, not just a
means of transport”,
local urban researcher
Nahla Saleh told AFP.

Inaugurated in 1863,
the tram is one of the
world’s oldest, and
among only a few to
operate double-decker
cars.

In the 19th and 20th
centuries, it helped the
city become a bustling
metropolis, home to
sizable European di-
asporas and a distinct
cosmopolitan culture.

Now, Egyptians
young and old have
flocked for farewell
rides, before the street-
cars come to a halt in
April.

As one locomotive
screeches into the old
El Raml Station, com-
muters and visitors
crane their necks out
of giant windows at the
historic neo-Venetian
buildings overhead.

“We're not against
progress,” psychologist
and writer on culture
Mona Lamloum told
AFP.

She and other Alexan-
drians agree the tram-
way needs work: Inside
the hand-calligraphied
blue exterior, grime
covers every surface.
Underfoot, the rubber

AFP photo

Commuters step off a tram in the coastal city of Alexandria on February 18

flooring is torn and
strewn with trash.

“We just have bad ex-
periences of everything
they call ‘progress’ be-
coming  synonymous
with destruction,” Lam-
loum said.

In recent years, de-
velopment projects
in Egypt’s second city
have razed historic
parks and — most egre-
giously to locals — pri-
vatised and obstructed
much of its Mediterra-
nean coastline.

Heart of Alexandria

For over 160 years, the
tram has cut through
Alexandria’s heart, in
an 11-kilometre stretch
that includes many of
the city’s schools and
main universities.

The new project, led
by Egyptian and inter-
national companies in-
cluding Systra, Hyundai
and Hitachi, promises
to double speed and tri-
ple capacity.

Over half of it will be
elevated — a major con-
cern for Alexandrians
who fear the tree-lined

track will be replaced
by eyesore concrete
stilts.

Ahead of the first
phase of suspension,
the transport ministry
said the new project

was the “only solu-
tion to the city's traffic
problems”.

Locals like Saleh and
Lamloum disagree, say-
ing government plans
are making the city
more car-dependent
and worsening traffic.

Already, because so
many students rely on
the tram, the city has
staggered school and
university hours to pick
up the slack of the par-
tial shutdown.

“Traffic's getting
worse, people can't get
anywhere, when we've
already lost the inner-
city train,” said Saleh,
referring to another
project under construc-
tion for the past two
years, the new Alexan-
dria Metro Line.

“Besides, it being
slow was always an
advantage,” she added,
making it safe for “the
most vulnerable in so-

ciety: Children and the
elderly”.

Retired science teach-
er Hisham Abdelwahab,
64, has been riding the
tram since he was a
child.

“I don't want it to go
fast, I like watching the
world go by,” he told
AFP on a station bench.

“Our parents never
thought twice about
sending us out on the
tram alone. Now I have
a car, I just like leaving
it parked to come ride
the tram.”

When the next street-
car rolls in, the upper
deck fills with a gaggle
of schoolgirls, squab-
bling over who gets the
window seat closest to
the sea breeze.

The old tram and the sea

“This tram is our herit-
age,” Abdelwahab said,
his sentiment shared by
those several decades
younger.

Engineering student
Mahmoud Bassam, 24,
has visited Alexandria
just to ride the street-
car “since our tram in

Cairo was removed”, he
told AFP.

With a controversial
slew of bridges and
widened streets com-
pleted in 2020, Cairo’s
historic Heliopolis
neighbourhood lost its
last tram tracks, along
with many of its trees.

“Now the same is
happening here,” Bas-
sam lamented.

Many Alexandrians
are feeling the loss, in-
termingled with their
other most treasured
heritage.

“It's like the sea. We
used to go for long sce-
nic drives on the cor-
niche, but now we're
losing both the sea and
the tram,” Abdelwahab
said.

Parallel to the tram-
way, much of Alexan-
dria’s iconic corniche
is now hidden behind
overpasses, private
businesses and beach-
side food courts.

By 2024, over half
of the city's Mediter-
ranean coastline had
disappeared from view,
according to a study
by the Human and the
City for Social Research
centre.

Four-lane highways
now dominate long
stretches of the seaside,
where the landmark
sight of fishermen
perched over the waves
grows ever-rarer.

For many, the wa-
terfront that Lebanese
singer Fairouz immor-
talised in 1961 — croon-
ing about “the coast of
Alexandria, coast of
love” — is no more.

“Now all you
is concrete,”
Lamloum.

Saleh calls it “short-
sighted” that the city
could lose its charm to
sprawling concrete.

“Tourists used to love
coming to see the tram
and sit by the sea, why
take away both?”

see
said

up two yellow cards in
quick succession early
in the second half and
almost immediately, De-
sire Doue teed up Mar-
quinhos to finish from
close range.

Six minutes later,
Hakimi let fly from dis-
tance, Monaco goal-
keeper Philipp Koehn
parried, and Khvicha
Kvaratskhelia slammed
home the rebound to all
but crush the visitors’
hopes Dbefore Jordan
Teze scored in injury
time.

Ten-man Juventus's
hopes of pulling off
a stunning comeback
came up short despite

By Francesco Fontemaggi
and Jeremy Tordjman
Agence France —Presse

PARIS, France — The
president of France's
famed Palace of Versailles
took over as head of the
Louvre following a litany
of problems at the world’s
most-visited museum
including a $100-million
Jjewellery robbery.

Christophe Leribault,
who replaced Laurence
des Cars, was appointed
president of the iconic
museum by the Council of
Ministers on Wednesday.

Government spokesper-
son Maud Bregeon said he
will “lead major projects
for the institution’s fu-
ture” such as security and
modernisation. Leribault
will also have to “restore
a climate of trust”, added
the culture ministry.

As director of the Lou-
vre, Leribault will be in
charge of the vast former
royal palace that apart
from the hugely embar
rassing theft of French
crown jewels in Octo-
ber has struggled with
a litany of problems in-
cluding union strikes, a
ticket fraud scandal, a
water leak and structural,
maintenance and security
issues.

The museum has been
forced to close four times
due to strikes since mid-
December, costing around
2 million euros in lost
revenue.

Leribault, 62, is an art
historian and museum di-
rector specialising in 18th
century art. He has led
major Paris institutions,
including the Petit Palais,
and the Musee d'Orsay,
which hosts the largest
collection of Impression-
ist paintings in the world.

On Tuesday, des Cars
handed in her resignation
to President Emmanuel
Macron, which  was

beating Galatasaray 3-2
after extra time in Turin.

Captain Manuel Lo-
catelli gave Juve a life-
line with a first-half
penalty as the Italians
dominated.

But their hopes of
progressing took a huge
blow when English cen-
tre-back Lloyd Kelly was
harshly dismissed early
in the second half after
catching Yilmaz with
his studs as he jumped
for a header.

Federico Gatti turned
home right-back Pierre
Kalulu's wicked cross
and US midfielder We-
ston McKennie levelled
up the tie eight minutes

from time with a back-
post header from barely
a yard out to force extra
time.

But Osimhen and Yil-
maz's extra period goals
sent the Turks through.

“It almost makes me
want to cry for how
much we believed. I
think we gave our heart,
and more,” Locatelli told
Prime Video.

“The lads delivered an
incredible performance,
but we threw the quali-
fication away in the first
leg,” added Gatti.

Serbian midfielder Sa-
mardzic's last-gasp pen-
alty earned Atalanta a
4-1 victory on the night
at home to Dortmund.

Algerian centre-back
Ramy Bensebaini gave
away the penalty deep
into time added on af-
ter catching Nikola
Krstovic in the face with
a high boot.

It earned him a sec-
ond yellow card on a
nightmare evening in
which he inadvertently
contributed to Atalan-
ta's first two goals as
well.

The TItalians had
wiped out their 2-0 first
leg deficit by half-time
thanks to goals by strik-
er Gianluca Scamacca
and veteran wing-back
Davide Zappacosta,
both aided by Bense-
baini deviations.

Croatian  midfielder
Mario Pasalic headed
home from inside the
six-yard box to give the
Italians the aggregate
lead but Karim Adeye-
mi’s brilliant individual
goal had looked set to
send the game into ex-
tra time.
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France appoints new president
at Louvre after jewellery heist

French Culture

Minister

AFP photo

Rachida Dati (left)

and Louvre DirectorLaurencedesCarsatthe Louvre Museum

in Paris, on April 30,2024

accepted.

Des Cars was appoint-
ed as director of the Lou-
vre Museum in 2021, be-
coming the first woman
to lead the iconic institu-
tion. She had been under
rising pressure since the
October robbery, which is
currently the subject of an
inquiry.

Lawmaker Alexandre
Portier, who heads a com-
mission of inquiry, said
the Louvre had over the
years become a “state
within a state” over which
the authorities no longer
have sufficient control.

Four suspects are in
police custody, including
the two suspected thieves,
but the eight stolen items
have not been found.

French daily Le Monde
said the departure of des
Cars became “inevitable”
following the burglary
as well as trade union
strikes pressing for more
recruitment, pay and bet-
ter maintenance of the
museum.

“Since the theft on Oc-
tober 19, 2025, we have
been caught up in a media
and political storm of un-
precedented proportions,”
she told Le Figaro in an
interview.

She said she was proud
of the work she had ac-

complished at the Louvre.
“But staying the course is
not enough,” the 59-year-
old added. “You also need
to be able to move for-
ward. And the conditions
for moving forward are no
longer in place.”

The Louvre, which
is home to some of the
world’s most iconic pieces
of art, including Leonardo
Da Vinci's “Mona Lisa”,
receives around nine mil-
lion visitors a year.

Leribault was appoint-
ed president of the Pal-
ace of Versailles, one of
the most coveted jobs in
French culture, in 2024.

Under his leadership,
the palace, which was
built by Louis XIV in the
17th century, hosted com-
petitions for the 2024 Ol-
ympic and Paralympic
Games.

The mayor of Versailles
said he was sorry to see
Leribault go.

“He is arriving in a dif-
ficult situation, but he
has the qualities to deal
with it,” said Francois de
Mazieres.

Separately, Annick Lem-
oine, who heads the Petit
Palais, will take over as
director of the Musee
d'Orsay, according to the
official journal published
on Wednesday.
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