
King, Albania president hold talks 
in Amman on expanding cooperation
 AMMAN (JT) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah 
held talks with Albania 
President Bajram Begaj 
at Al Husseiniya Pal-
ace on Sunday, during 
which they discussed 
ways to expand coop-
eration and enhance re-
lations between Jordan 
and Albania. 

During the talks, at-
tended by Her Maj-
esty Queen Rania and 
Albania’s First Lady 
Armanda Begaj, His 
Majesty said this visit 
is an opportunity to 
further strengthen re-
lations between the 
two countries, as last 
year saw an exchange 
of visits and coordina-
tion that culminated in 
a round of Aqaba Proc-
ess meetings in Jordan 
on the topic of inter-
faith dialogue, accord-
ing to a Royal Court 
statement. 

The King expressed 
best wishes to the Al-
banian people on the 
occasion of the holy 
month of Ramadan, 
which he said serves 
as a reminder of the 
values shared by both 
countries and their 
joint efforts to pro-
mote harmony and 
dialogue.

 Speaking about the 
situation in the region, 
His Majesty commend-
ed Albania’s support 
for efforts to restore 
stability, achieve 
peace and realise the 

two-state solution, the 
statement said.

 During the talks, at-
tended by HRH Prince 
Ghazi, His Majesty’s 
chief adviser for re-
ligious and cultural 

affairs and personal 
envoy, the two leaders 
affirmed that dialogue 
and peaceful solutions 
are the only way to 
achieve regional calm 
and resolve conflicts.

 The King also high-
lighted the need to re-
spect the sovereignty, 
unity, and territorial 
integrity of states.

Continued on page 5

Hassan chairs Investment Council meeting, reviews 
programmes to enhance business environment

AMMAN (JT) — Prime 
Minister Jafar Hassan on 
Sunday chaired a meeting 
of the Investment Coun-
cil to review progress 
on the implementation 
of programmes aimed 
at enhancing the invest-
ment environment, in line 
with the objectives of the 
Economic Modernisation 
Vision.

During the meeting, 
Minister of Investment 
Tareq Abu Ghazaleh 
briefed attendees on the 
main measures taken 
to encourage both local 
and foreign investment, 
strengthen public-private 
partnerships and bolster 
the competitiveness of 
the national economy.

He also highlighted 
sustained efforts to en-
hance Jordan’s standing 
in global indices assess-
ing the business and in-
vestment environment.

The Council also dis-
cussed progress in im-
proving the investor ex-
perience and updating 
legislation regulating 
the investment environ-
ment, including a pro-
posed amendment to the 
Investment Environment 
Regulation.

The reforms aim to 
simplify procedures, 
accelerate transaction 
processing, and strength-
en the incentives frame-
work in line with interna-
tional best practices.

The discussions also 
focused on the impor-
tance of accelerating 
digital transformation 
in investment services 
and the need to continue 
updating the investment 
opportunities map, to 
enhance communication, 
facilitate access to data, 
and strengthen overall 
investment readiness.

The meeting also ad-
dressed preparations for 
the Jordanian-Europe-
an Investment Confer-
ence scheduled for next 
April, which is seen as 
a strategic platform to 
strengthen partnership 
with the European Union 
and attract high-quality 
investment.

Jordan, Arab, Islamic states condemn US envoy 
comments on Israeli Mideast expansion
AMMAN (JT) — Jordan, 
along with Arab and Is-
lamic countries have 
condemned comments 
by US ambassador over 
Israeli control over much 
of the Middle East.

The condemnation and 
“profound concern” was 
expressed in a joint state-
ment signed by the for-
eign ministers of Jordan, 
UAE, Indonesia, Pakistan, 
Bahrain, Turkey, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, Oman, 
Palestine, Qatar, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, and Egypt to-
gether with the Organi-
sation of Islamic Coop-
eration, Arab League and 
the Gulf Cooperation 
Council.

The foreign ministers 
affirm their countries’ 
“categorical rejection of 
such dangerous and in-
flammatory remarks, 
which constitute a fla-
grant violation of the 
principles of internation-
al law and the Charter of 
the United Nations, and 
pose a grave threat to the 
security and stability of 
the region”.

The US Ambassador to 
Israel Mike Huckabee has 
said it would be “fine” if 
Israel took control of a 
vast swathe of the Mid-
dle East, during a recent 
interview with US com-
mentator Tucker Carlson.

In the joint statement, 
the ministries stressed 
that these statements di-
rectly contradict the vi-
sion put forward by US 
President Donald Trump, 

as well as the Compre-
hensive Plan to End the 
Gaza Conflict, which, 
they said, are based on 
containing escalation 
and creating a political 
horizon for a compre-
hensive settlement that 
ensures the Palestinian 
people have their own in-
dependent state.

 They said that the plan 
is grounded in promot-
ing tolerance and peace-

ful coexistence, and that 
remarks seeking to le-
gitimise control over the 
lands of others under-
mine these objectives, 
fuel tensions, and con-
stitute incitement rather 
than advancing peace.

The ministries reaf-
firmed that Israel has 
no sovereignty “whatso-
ever over the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory or 
any other occupied Arab 

lands”.
They reiterated their 

“firm rejection” of any at-
tempts to annex the West 
Bank or separate it from 
the Gaza Strip and their 
strong opposition to the 
expansion of settlement 
activities in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory.

They also express their 
“categorical” rejection of 
any threat to the sover-
eignty of Arab states.

They also warned that 
the continuation of Isra-
el’s expansionist policies 
and unlawful measures 
will only inflame violence 
and conflict in the region 
and undermine the pros-
pects for peace and called 
for an end to these incen-
diary statements. 

The top diplomats 
underscored their coun-
tries’ commitment to the 
“inalienable” right of the 
Palestinian people to self-
determination and to the 
establishment of their 
independent state along 
the lines of 4 June 1967, 
and the end of the occu-
pation of all Arab lands.

Albanian president 
tours Roman 

Theatre, Amman 
Citadel

Media Commission 
bans publishing content 

exploiting children, 
persons with 
disabilities
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FM says Iran has right 
to self-defence if US attacks
TEHRAN/ WASHING-
TON (AFP) — Iran's 
Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi warned on 
Sunday that his country 
would be forced to strike 
back at US interests in the 

Middle East in response 
to any renewed attack.

"If the US attacks us, 
then we have every right 
to defend ourselves. If 
the US attacks us, that 
is the act of aggression. 

What we do in response 
is an act of self-defence," 
Araghchi said in an inter-
view with the US network 
CBS.

Continued on page 5
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In this handout photograph released by the US Navy on February 20, 2026, and taken on 
February 15, 2026, shows an E-2D Hawkeye, attached to Airborne Command & Control Squadron 
(VAW) 117, launching from the flight deck of Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72) in the Arabian Sea

DIPLOMACY

By Mai Anati

AMMAN — Jordan has 
reaffirmed that it will 
not be a battlefield for 
any regional conflict or a 
launch point for military 
action against Iran.

Foreign Minister Ay-
man Safadi had earlier 
conveyed this position di-
rectly to his Iranian coun-
terpart, Abbas Araghchi. 

According to a Foreign 
Ministry statement, Sa-
fadi stressed the need to 
rely on diplomacy and 
dialogue to resolve the 
nuclear file.

He reaffirmed that Jor-
dan will not be a battle-
field for any regional con-
flict or a launch point for 
military action against 
Iran. He also underlined 
that the Kingdom will not 
allow any violation of its 
airspace or threat to its 
security.

Safadi also said that 
Jordan will not allow 
any party to violate its 
airspace or threaten its 
security and the safety of 
its citizens, adding that 
the Kingdom will respond 
with all available means 
to any attempt to breach 

its airspace.
For his part, Araghchi 

commended Jordan’s 
positions and efforts to 
promote security and sta-
bility in the region, the 
statement said. 

The two top diplomats 
agreed to maintain com-
munication and consul-
tation on regional devel-
opments and ongoing 
diplomatic efforts aimed 
at reducing tensions and 
activating dialogue.

The United States has 
reinforced its military 
presence in the region in 
recent weeks. Two aircraft 

carriers remain deployed 
in Middle Eastern waters. 
Additional forces and as-
sets have been positioned 
as part of deterrence 
measures.

Other regional states 
signalled similar caution. 
Saudi Arabia expressed 
a comparable stance. 
Crown Prince Moham-
med Bin Salman said the 
Kingdom respects Iran’s 
sovereignty and will not 
allow its airspace or ter-
ritory to be used for any 
military action against 
Iran or for attacks by 
any party, regardless of 

destination.
Meanwhile, a senior Ira-

nian official told Reuters 

on Sunday that Tehran 
and Washington hold dif-
fering views on the scope 

and mechanism of eas-
ing, suspending or lifting 
sanctions in exchange 

for restrictions on Iran’s 
nuclear programme. The 
official said further talks 
are scheduled for early 
March, amid growing 
fears of a potential mili-
tary confrontation.

Political analyst Amer 
Sabaileh said Jordan’s 
position reflects its stra-
tegic position on regional 
disputes.

He explained that Jor-
dan has made it clear that 
it will not allow the use of 
its territory to launch at-
tacks against any country. 

Continued on page 5
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Prime Minister Jafar Hassan on Sunday chairs a meeting of the Investment Council 
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His Majesty King Abdullah and Albania President Bajram Begaj hold talks on Sunday at Al Husseiniya Palace to discuss ways to 
expand cooperation and advance friendly relations between Jordan and Albania
()

Jordan reaffirms it will not be launch point for military action against Iran
Analysts say Jordan’s firm position aligns with its broader diplomatic line, call for dialogue to resolve disputes

File photo



2 JORDAN | Monday, February 23, 2026

AMMAN (JT) — The 
Media Commission is-
sued a circular to all 
licensed media outlets 
prohibiting the pub-
lication or broadcast 
of advertisements, 
programmes or media 
content that exploit 
humanitarian cases 
through emotional ap-
peals, misuse children 
or persons with dis-
abilities, or infringe 
on their dignity and 
privacy.

According to Al 
Mamlaka TV, the direc-
tive was issued at the 
request of the Ministry 
of Social Development 
and in accordance with 
applicable laws and 
regulations.

In its letter, the min-
istry said that it had 
monitored media prac-
tices involving fund-
raising and the presen-
tation of humanitarian 
cases through unlawful 
methods, prompting a 
renewed emphasis on 
full compliance with 
the legal and humani-
tarian standards gov-
erning such content.

The ministry noted 
that these practices 
constitute clear vio-

lations of the Social 
Development Law, in-
fringe upon the rights 

of persons with dis-
abilities and contra-
vene the Child Rights 

Law, the Cybercrime 
Law No. 17 of 2023 and 
the Penal Code No. 16 
of 1960 and its amend-
ments, as they under-
mine human dignity 
and privacy and exploit 
humanitarian cases for 
media or advertising 
purposes.

It stipulated that 
prior written approval 
must be obtained from 
the ministry before 
publishing or broad-
casting any advertise-
ment, programme or 
media material related 
to fundraising, wheth-
er in terms of content 
or format, pursuant 
to the Fundraising Li-
censing Regulation No. 
24 of 2025 and in line 
with the Code of Ethics 
adopted by the Jordan 
Press Association.

The ministry stressed 
that the directive ap-
plies to all media out-
lets as well as social 
media users, warning 
that any violations will 
result in full legal ac-
countability in accord-
ance with the legisla-
tion in force.

Media Commission bans publishing content 
exploiting children, persons with disabilities
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The French Institute in Amman opens a new art exhibition titled ‘Searching for Suhail’, as a 
part of the Jordan Stars Heritage Preservation Project

By Freda Riese

AMMAN — The French 
Institute in Amman has 
recently opened a new 
art exhibition titled 
“Searching for Suhail”, 
as a part of the Jordan 
Stars Heritage Preser-
vation Project. 

Suhail is the Arab 
name of the star known 
internationally as 
Canopus.

The project aims 
to preserve Bedouin 
culture and knowl-
edge on the night sky 
and save the heritage 
and knowledge from 
extinction.

It was initiated by 
science communicator 
and stargazing guide 
Abdallah Shamali and 
camp owner and guide 
Ahmad Marayeh. 

Marayeh, who runs 
the Rum Planet Eco 
Camp in Wadi Rum 
grew up under the clear 
sky in the desert, where 
he learnt how to use 
the night sky to find 
his way around, taking 
care of livestock.  

Local artist Naji Ab-
badi brought the sto-
ries and narratives to 
life through his art. 
Through Abbadi’s 
work, visitors are in-
troduced to traditional 
tales, social practices 
and cultural sym-
bols, including tradi-
tions like the “fright 
bowl”, where the night 
sky was used to calm 

frightened children. 
Another popular an-

cient belief claimed 
that a celestial whale 
was swallowing the 
moon during lunar 
eclipse and stealing its 
glow. 

People rushed to the 
streets, banking pots 
and chanting to save 
their moon from the 
whale. With the spread 
of scientific under-
standing these rituals 
faded and the memory 
of it is carried by only 
a few elders. 

The initiative focuses 
on three main objec-
tives, identifying herit-
age holders, document-
ing their knowledge 
and oral narratives and 
sharing this knowledge 
to younger generations 
to ensure its continuity. 

Shamali described 
the project as “a race 
with time”, since there 
are only few heritage 
holders left, that are 
the elderly. 

These heritage hold-
ers, Bedouins that have 
lived in Wadi Rum 
their whole life, posses 
extensive knowledge of 
the night sky and its 
stories. 

The way the Bedouins 
used the night sky dif-
fers from scientific 
astrology. The night 
sky was used for navi-
gation purposes and 
timekeeping, but also 
for ancient beliefs and 
social practices. “It’s 

a heritage story,” said 
Shamali. 

The decline of this 
heritage is linked to 
light pollution and 
modern lifestyles 
changes including new 
technology like GPS 
that does not require 
the stars to find one’s 
way in the desert. 

Shamali stressed the 
importance of their 
project: “This knowl-
edge has to be pre-
served and the first 
people that will ben-
efit from it are the 
Bedouins themselves.” 

As an example, he 
names the Almiladah 
star’ “This star was a 
big star of Jordanian 
heritage, but now it’s 
almost forgotten.” It 
was used for navigat-
ing in the desert, but 
now technology like 
GPS has taken over this 
role and few people 
know about Almiladah 
star. 

Shamali and Ma-
rayeh want to change 
that with their project 
and bring Bedouin her-
itage to life again. “The 
Bedouins have a long 
history with rich cul-
ture.” The exhibition is 
just the start of a big-
ger project, to spread 
awareness about Jor-
danian heritage. 

The exhibition is 
open until the end 
of the month at the 
French Institute in Ja-
bal Al Luweibdeh.

‘Searching for Suhail’ exhibition 
highlights Jordanian star heritage 

AMMAN (JT) — The 
King Salman Humani-
tarian Aid and Relief 
Centre (KSrelief), in co-
operation with the Jor-
dan Hashemite Char-
ity Organisation (JHCO), 
continues to operate its 
clinics at Zaatari Refugee 
Camp as part of an inte-
grated health interven-
tion aimed at improving 
healthcare services for 
refugees.

According to a JHCO 
statement issued on 
Sunday, and cited by the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, the ongoing project 
underscores the sustain-
able humanitarian part-
nership between the two 
sides and responds to 
growing healthcare needs 
within the camp.

The initiative serves all 
age groups, men, wom-
en, children and youth, 
through a comprehensive 
medical system operating 
throughout the week.

The project includes a 
wide range of specialised 
clinics, covering general 
medicine, paediatrics, 
obstetrics and gynaecol-
ogy, internal medicine, 
ear, nose and throat, oph-
thalmology, dermatology, 
dentistry, cardiovascular 
diseases and physiother-
apy services.

It also provides essen-
tial vaccinations for chil-
dren and women of child-
bearing age.

Support services are 
available to ensure accu-
rate diagnosis and effec-
tive treatment, including 
a fully equipped labora-
tory and advanced medi-
cal imaging devices such 

as X-ray and echocar-
diography machines, 
supervised by qualified 
medical staff and a spe-
cialist radiologist.

A central pharmacy 
provides necessary 
medications for patients 
with acute, seasonal and 
chronic conditions under 
a system designed to en-

sure continuity of care.
Special emphasis is 

placed on patients with 
chronic illnesses, with 
treatment and follow-up 
services currently provid-
ed to more than 1,300 pa-
tients, representing over 
45 per cent of chronic dis-
ease cases in the camp.

All services are deliv-
ered by licensed medical 
teams in accordance with 
Jordanian law, in coordi-
nation with the Ministry 
of Health, the United Na-
tions High Commissioner 
for Refugees and other 
health actors operating 
in the camp.

Since the onset of the 
Syrian crisis in 2011, the 
clinics have played a key 
role in helping bridge 
healthcare gaps, expand-
ing access to specialised 
services and improv-
ing living conditions for 
refugees through a sus-
tainable, needs-based 
approach.

KSrelief clinics at Zaatari 
camp continue providing health services

Who gets to keep history? The politics behind artefact returns
By Sophie Constantin

AMMAN — The Neth-
erlands has returned 
an artefact to Egypt 
after investigators de-
termined it had been 
looted and illegally 
exported, a case that 
shows both the grow-
ing international move-
ment for repatriation 
and the persistent legal 
obstacles that continue 
to complicate the re-
turn of cultural prop-
erty worldwide.

Dutch authori-
ties handed over the 
3,500-year-old stone 
head, believed to be 
part of a statue depict-
ing a high-ranking of-
ficial from the era of 
Pharaoh Thutmose III, 
after it was seized dur-
ing an investigation 
into its provenance. 

The object had sur-
faced on the art market 
before authorities con-
cluded it had left Egypt 
unlawfully. 

For Egypt, the return 
represents more than 
a symbolic gesture. It 
forms part of a broader 
state-led effort to re-
cover antiquities smug-
gled abroad, particu-
larly objects believed 
to have been trafficked 
during periods of polit-
ical instability, includ-
ing in the aftermath of 
the 2011 uprising.

Yet, while this case 
ended with a clear res-
titution outcome, it 
also underscores why 
repatriation are of-

ten slow, inconsistent, 
and heavily dependent 
on diplomacy rather 
than guaranteed legal 
mechanisms.

Why repatriation is 
rarely straightforward

Although international 
conventions exist to 
combat the illicit trade 
in cultural property, 
they do not function 
like automatic return 
systems. 

The most widely 
cited framework, the 
1970 UNESCO Conven-
tion on the Means of 
Prohibiting and Pre-

venting the Illicit Im-
port and Transfer of 
Ownership of Cultural 
property, encourages 
cooperation between 
states to prevent traf-
ficking and facilitate 
returns, but it does not 
universally compel in-
stitutions to surrender 
objects without a legal 
process.

In practice, repatria-
tion depends on a com-
bination of evidence, 
political will and the 
laws of the country 
where the artefact is 
located.

A major obstacle is 
provenance: The docu-

mented history of an 
object’s ownership and 
movement. Many ar-
tefacts circulating on 
the international mar-
ket have incomplete 
documentation. 

Others have docu-
mentation that is dis-
puted, forged or strate-
gically vague. Without 
strong evidence prov-
ing that an item was 
stolen or exported il-
legally, museums and 
collectors can argue 
that they acquired it in 
a legal way, a defence 
that remains powerful 
in many jurisdictions.

Even when evidence 

exists, legal barri-
ers can remain. Some 
countries have strict 
museum legislation 
that limits deacces-
sioning — meaning 
state museums cannot 
permanently remove 
objects from their col-
lections, even when 
moral arguments for 
return are compelling. 
This is one reason icon-
ic objects such as the 
Rosetta Stone remain 
locked in legal limbo, 
regardless of the grow-
ing global pressure for 
restitution.

A return that 
reflects a wider shift

The Netherlands’ de-
cision aligns with a 
broader European re-
assessment of con-
tested collections. The 
Netherlands has al-
ready positioned itself 
as one of the active Eu-
ropean states in the re-
patriation debate. 

In recent years, it 
returned a significant 
group of Benin Bronzes 
to Nigeria — objects 
taken during British 
colonial violence in 
1897 and dispersed 
across European mu-
seum collections.

The Egyptian case 
follows the same gen-
eral pattern: When the 
evidence of illegal re-
moval is strong and the 
object’s appearance on 
the market is relatively 
recent, returns become 
easier to justify both 

legally and publicly.

Moral clarity, legal 
ambiguity

Many of the world’s 
most famous Egyptian 
antiquities in Euro-
pean institutions were 
acquired in the 19th 
and early 20th centu-
ries under colonial-era 
conditions: Excava-
tions controlled by for-
eign powers, unequal 
agreements and ex-
port systems that were 
technically legal at the 
time but ethically ques-
tionable by current 
standards.

This is where repa-
triation debates be-
come most divisive. 
Countries of origin ar-
gue that these objects 
were removed through 
coercive historical 
structures, even when 
paperwork exists. 

Holding institutions 
often respond with le-
gal defences, claims 
of long-term preserva-
tion, and the idea of 
“universal museums” 
that present world her-
itage in global capitals.

The result is a two-
speed restitution land-
scape: Looted items 
with modern paper 
trails are increas-
ingly returned, while 
the most iconic pieces, 
those tied to imperial-
era collecting, remain 
the hardest to reclaim.

Who else is returning 
objects to Egypt?

Egypt has received ar-
tefacts back from sev-
eral countries in recent 
years, often through a 
mix of seizures, diplo-
matic agreements and 
museum cooperation. 
Returns have involved 
objects intercepted at 
borders, items recov-
ered from private col-
lections and pieces 
traced to international 
auctions.

Countries that have 
been involved in recent 
Egyptian returns in-
clude the United States 
and multiple European 
states, reflecting the 
scale of the market and 
the reach of trafficking 
networks.

However, the interna-
tional picture remains 
uneven. Some states 
have become more 
proactive in respond-
ing to claims, while 

others continue to re-
sist, especially when 
the objects are cen-
tral to their national 
museums and public 
identity.

More than objects

Repatriation is often 
discussed as a legal 
or museum issue, but 
it is ultimately about 
power: Who has the 
authority to hold, in-
terpret and profit from 
cultural heritage. 

For Egypt, returns 
strengthen national 
narratives and rein-
force cultural sover-
eignty, particularly at a 
time when the country 
is expanding its muse-
um infrastructure and 
tourism ambitions. For 
European institutions, 
repatriation raises 
existential questions 
about how collections 
were built and what a 
museum’s role should 
be in the 21st century.

The Netherlands’ re-
turn of the statue head 
is therefore both a con-
crete act and a political 
message: A sign that, at 
least for clearly looted 
objects, the global di-
rection is shifting.

But it also under-
scores the uncomforta-
ble truth at the heart of 
the repatriation debate: 
The clearer the theft, 
the easier the return. 
The older and more his-
torically entangled the 
acquisition, the harder 
the road back.
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Nefertiti Bust in Germany

Repatriation is 

often discussed 

as a legal 

or museum 

issue, but it 

is ultimately 

about power...
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The King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre, in cooperation with the Jordan 
Hashemite Charity Organisation, continues to improve healthcare services for refugees at 
Zaatari Refugee Camp



CRIME

SUPPLY

AMMAN (JT) — The 
Public Security Direc-
torate (PSD), through 
its Family and Juve-
nile Protection Depart-
ment and in coopera-
tion with the National 
Council for Family Af-
fairs, has launched 
a closed-circuit tel-
evision (CCTV) link-
age system enabling 
the remote hearing of 
testimonies from child 
victims and witnesses 
of crimes, as well as 
victims of domestic 
violence.

The initiative is be-
ing implemented in 
partnership with the 
Jordanian Judicial 
Council and the Min-
istry of Justice, with 
support from the 
United Nations High 
Commissioner for 
Refugees.

The introduction 
of the system under-
scores the PSD’s ongo-
ing efforts to modern-
ise child protection 

services and enhance 
institutional coordi-
nation among relevant 
entities, ensuring a 
safe and supportive 
environment for chil-
dren throughout all 
stages of litigation, 

according to a PSD 
statement.

Under the new mech-
anism, children can 
provide testimony in 
a secure setting that 
takes into account 
their psychological 

well-being, shielding 
them from direct con-
frontation with the al-
leged perpetrator and 
minimising the stress 
associated with court 
proceedings.

The measure aims to 
safeguard the best in-
terests of the child and 
strengthen protection 
and care frameworks 
in line with interna-
tionally recognised 
best practices.

The directorate not-
ed that the Family and 
Juvenile Protection 
Department, in coor-
dination with its part-
ners, has conducted 
specialised training 
programmes on oper-
ating the system and 
integrating it with the 
Grand Criminal Court, 
the Public Prosecution 
Department and other 
courts and administra-
tive bodies to ensure 
readiness and effective 
implementation across 
judicial procedures.

AMMAN (JT) — Ger-
man Ambassador to 
Jordan Bertram von 
Moltke on Sunday de-
livered a lecture on 
“German Foreign Pol-
icy” to participants 
of the 23rd National 
Defence Programme 
at the Royal Jorda-
nian National Defence 
College. 

The event was at-
tended by the College’s 
Commandant, board 
members, and faculty, 
the Jordan News Agen-
cy, Petra, reported.

During his address, 
Moltke highlighted 
that tackling complex 
global and regional 
challenges requires 
sustained dialogue, 
coordinated inter-
national efforts, and 
long-term strategic 
planning, while safe-
guarding national in-
terests to maintain 
regional stability and 
global peace.

He outlined Ger-
many’s and Europe’s 
security and strategic 
challenges, the region-
al and international 
threats they face, and 

stressed the impor-
tance of international 
cooperation in ad-
dressing nuclear pro-
liferation and regional 
conflicts. He also not-
ed the critical role of 
major powers in con-
fronting these issues.

Moltke commended 
Jordan’s strategic role 
and the Jordanian-
German partnership, 
noting that Germany’s 

active membership in 
NATO advances the 
shared interests of the 
United States and Eu-
rope and strengthens 
the ability to respond 
to global and regional 
crises. 

He added that the 
partnership supports 
regional security, 
counter-terrorism ef-
forts and moderation, 
while contributing to 

conflict resolution.
“Jordan’s humani-

tarian efforts during 
the Gaza conflict, in-
cluding medical aid 
and organised evacu-
ation operations, un-
derscore the King-
dom’s role as a key hub 
for international coop-
eration in addressing 
humanitarian and se-
curity crises,” Moltke 
said.

AMMAN (JT) —The 
Eastern Military Zone 
on Sunday foiled an 
attempt to smuggle a 
quantity of narcotics 
carried by electroni-
cally guided balloons 
across its area of 
responsibility.

Border Guard units 
detected the balloons 
through surveillance, 
intercepted them and 
forced the payload to 
drop inside Jordanian 
territory in coordi-
nation with security 
agencies and the Anti-
Narcotics Department. 

The seized materi-
als were referred to 
the relevant authori-
ties to take the neces-
sary legal measures, 
according to an army 
statement.

In a separate inci-
dent, the Northern 
Military Zone on Sat-

urday thwarted an 
infiltration attempt 
by three individuals 
along one of its border 
fronts within its area 
of responsibility after 
they tried to cross the 

border illegally.
Rules of engagement 

were applied, and the 
individuals were ap-
prehended and re-
ferred to the relevant 
authorities.

AMMAN (JT) — Alba-
nian President Bajram 
Begaj on Sunday toured 
the Roman Theatre and 
the Amman Citadel 
as part of his official 
visit to the Kingdom, 
accompanied by First 
Lady Armanda Begaj.

At the Roman Thea-
tre, the Albanian presi-
dent was briefed on the 
site’s historical and 
touristic significance, 
highlighting its status 
as a key civilisational 
landmark that reflects 
Amman’s rich cultural 
heritage, according to 
the Jordan News Agen-
cy, Petra.

During his visit to 
the Amman Citadel, 
Begaj toured several 
of its archaeological 
landmarks and re-
ceived an overview of 
the site’s historical im-
portance and its role 
in illustrating the suc-
cession of civilisations 
that inhabited the area 
over the centuries.

He commended the 
efforts undertaken to 
preserve Jordan’s na-
tional heritage and en-
sure its protection for 
future generations.

Begaj expressed ad-
miration for the histor-
ical sites, describing 
them as a testament 
to the Kingdom’s deep-
rooted civilisation and 
stressing the impor-
tance of safeguarding 

cultural heritage as a 
core component of na-
tional identity.

The visit forms 
part of the Albanian 
president’s official 
programme in Jor-
dan, which aims to 
strengthen bilateral 
relations and expand 
cooperation across 
various sectors.

Also on Sunday, the 
Albanian president 
visited the King Hus-

sein Bin Talal Mosque, 
a site of profound re-
ligious and cultural 
significance.

Upon arrival, Presi-
dent Begaj was re-
ceived by the Imam of 
the Hashemite Court, 
Mohammad Khalaileh, 
and the Mosque’s 
Imam, Hussein Ho-
rani, who provided a 
detailed briefing on 
the mosque’s architec-
tural features and its 

religious and civilisa-
tional message, Petra, 
reported.

The visit serves as 
a recognition of the 
mosque’s religious and 
historical status as one 
of the Kingdom’s most 
prominent Islamic 
landmarks.

It represents a spir-
itual and architectural 
symbol of the values of 
moderation and toler-
ance inherent in Islam.

The Albanian presi-
dent’s tour also reflects 
the “deep-rooted” cul-
tural and religious ties 
between the Albanian 
and Jordanian peoples.

It also underscores 
the commitment of 
both leaderships to 
strengthening bridges 
of civilisational com-
munication and mutu-
al respect in the service 
of bilateral friendship 
and cooperation.

AMMAN (JT) — Minis-
ter of Industry, Trade 
and Supply Yarub 
Qudah on Sunday said 
that 300,000 contain-
ers of olive oil, each 
with a 5-litre capac-
ity, will be supplied to 
the Civil and Military 
Consumer Corpora-
tions starting late Feb-
ruary and throughout 
March.

In statements to the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, Qudah noted 
that additional quan-
tities will be imported 
to meet public de-
mand, supplemented 
by supplies secured by 
the private sector.

The minister said 
that the Ministry of 
Agriculture has grant-
ed approvals for the 

import of approxi-
mately 12,000 tonnes 

of Tunisian olive oil. 
This move aims to 

address market needs 
and compensate for 

a shortage resulting 
from a decline in lo-
cal production, ensur-
ing the commodity 
remains available to 
citizens at affordable 
prices.

Qudah underscored 
that both the Civil and 
Military Consumer 
Corporations have es-
tablished a mecha-
nism to streamline the 
purchase of imported 
olive oil and prevent 
the overcrowding wit-
nessed at retail outlets 
in recent days.

He added that im-
portation processes 
are ongoing through 
coordinated arrange-
ments between the 
Ministry of Agricul-
ture and the private 
sector.
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Albanian president tours 
Roman Theatre, Amman Citadel

German ambassador commends Jordan’s 
role in Gaza humanitarian operations

12,000 tonnes of Tunisian olive
oil imported to meet demand — minister
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Albanian President Bajram Begaj on Sunday tours the Roman Theatre

PSD launches CCTV link for remote
child testimony in criminal cases

Army foils drug smuggling 
attempt using balloons

AMMAN (JT) — Royal 
Jordanian Airlines (RJ) 
has ranked first among 
member carriers of the 
Oneworld Alliance in 
on-time departure and 
arrival performance 
for 2025, achieving an 
on-time performance 
rate of 90.9 per cent, 
according to data re-
leased by Cirium and 
officially recognised by 
the alliance.

The airline also 
maintained strong op-
erational performance 
throughout the year, 
securing first place in 
the fourth quarter of 
2025 with an on-time 
performance rate of 
90.6 per cent. 

The results reflect 
operational stability 
and steady improve-
ment over the year, 
alongside what the 
carrier described as ef-
ficient management of 
seasonal operational 
challenges, according 
to an RJ statement.

The ranking is based 
on the global on-time 
performance standard, 
which measures flights 
that depart or arrive 
within 15 minutes of 
their scheduled time. 

RJ said the achieve-
ment underscores its 
commitment to deliv-
ering reliable service 
and ensuring smooth 
operations across its 
network.

RJ Vice Chairman 

and CEO Samer Ma-
jali said the milestone 
highlights the efficien-
cy of the airline’s op-
erational system and 
the discipline of its 
procedures, as well as 
continued investment 
in talent and perform-
ance development in 
line with passenger 
expectations.

He added that the 
results place the air-
line among leading 
global carriers in both 
ground and air opera-
tions, particularly as it 
introduces a new fleet 
described as among 
the most modern in the 
region.

Royal Jordanian’s 
performance also con-
tributed to strengthen-
ing oneworld’s position 
as the world’s leading 

airline alliance in on-
time performance for 
2025. 

The carrier noted 
that the achievement 
reflects its role within 
the alliance as a stra-
tegic partner and a key 
operator in terms of ef-
ficiency and operation-
al discipline.

According to Ciri-
um’s 2025 report, RJ 
also ranked second in 
on-time arrival per-
formance across the 
Middle East and Af-
rica region, record-
ing a rate exceeding 
90 per cent. The rank-
ing placed the airline 
among the world’s top 
five carriers in one of 
the air transport in-
dustry’s most closely 
watched performance 
indicators.
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Royal Jordanian Airlines (RJ) ranks first among member 
carriers of the Oneworld Alliance in on-time departure and 
arrival performance for 2025
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German Ambassador to Jordan Bertram von Moltke on Sunday delivers a lecture on at the 
Royal Jordanian National Defence College
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The Eastern Military Zone on Sunday foils an attempt to 
smuggle a quantity of narcotics carried by electronically 
guided balloons

JT file
Minister of Industry, Trade and Supply Yarub Qudah on Sunday says that 300,000 containers 
of olive oil, each with a 5-litre capacity, will be supplied to the Civil and Military Consumer 
Corporations

RJ tops Oneworld Alliance
in punctuality for 2025



4 MIDDLE EAST/WORLD | Monday, February 23, 2026

CAIRO (AFP) — A senior 
Hamas official told AFP 
on Sunday that the Pales-
tinian Islamist movement 
was in the final phase of 
selecting a new leader, 
with two prominent fig-
ures competing for the 
position.

Hamas recently com-
pleted the formation of 
a new Shura Council, a 
consultative body largely 
composed of religious 
scholars, as well as a new 
political bureau, the offi-
cial said.

Since the war in Gaza 
began following Hamas’s 
October 7, 2023 surprise 
attack on Israel, Israeli 
forces have killed several 
of the movement’s lead-
ers, including two former 
chiefs.

“The movement has 
completed its internal 
elections in the three re-
gions and has reached 
the final stage of selecting 
the head of the political 
bureau,” the official said, 
speaking on condition 
of anonymity as he was 
not authorised to speak 
publicly.

He added that the race 
for the group’s leadership 
is now between Khaled 
Meshaal and Khalil Al 
Hayya.

A second Hamas 
source confirmed the 
development.

Despite a US-brokered 
ceasefire that entered its 
second phase last month, 
violence has continued 
in Gaza, with Israel and 
Hamas blaming each 
other for violating the 
agreement.

Members of the coun-
cil are elected every four 
years by representa-
tives from Hamas’s three 
branches: The Gaza Strip, 
the occupied West Bank 
and the movement’s exter-
nal leadership.

Hamas prisoners in Is-
raeli jails are also eligible 
to vote.

The council subse-
quently elects the politi-
cal bureau, which in turn 
selects the head of the 
movement.

A third Hamas source 
said the new leader will 
serve for only “one year... a 
transitional period”.

Thousands of Hamas 
members voted to choose 
the council and the po-
litical bureau, the source 
added, without specify-

ing how the vote was 
conducted.

“The primary goal of 
the process was to renew 
internal legitimacy and fill 
leadership vacancies,” the 
source added.

The new leader will 
need to navigate between 
international calls, led by 
the United States and Is-
rael, for the group to dis-
arm and resistance to that 
demand from its armed 
wing, which fought Israeli 
forces in Gaza.

Hamas, however, said 
it would surrender its 
weapons to a Palestinian 
authority in Gaza under 
certain conditions.

Both Meshaal and Hay-
ya have years of experience 
within the movement.

Hayya, 65, a Gaza native 

and Hamas’s chief nego-
tiator in ceasefire talks, 
has held senior roles since 
at least 2006, according 
to the US-based NGO 
the Counter Extremism 
Project (CEP).

Meshaal, who led the 
political bureau from 2004 
to 2017, has never lived in 
Gaza. He was born in the 
West Bank in 1956.

He joined Hamas in 
Kuwait and later lived in 
Jordan, Syria and Qatar. 
The CEP says he oversaw 
Hamas’s evolution into a 
political-military hybrid.

He currently heads the 
movement’s diaspora 
office.

Last month, a Hamas 
source told AFP that Hay-
ya enjoys backing from 
the group’s armed wing, 

the Ezzedine Al Qassem 
Brigades.

After Israel killed 
former Hamas leader Is-
mail Haniyeh in Tehran in 
July 2024, the group chose 
its then-Gaza chief Yahya 
Sinwar as his successor.

Israel accused Sinwar 
of masterminding the Oc-
tober 7 attack.

He too was killed by Is-
raeli forces in the south-
ern Gaza city of Rafah, 
three months after Hani-
yeh’s assassination.

Hamas then opted for 
an interim five-member 
leadership committee 
based in Qatar, postpon-
ing the appointment of a 
single leader until elec-
tions, given the risk of the 
new chief being targeted 
by Israel.

Hamas official says group in final 
stage of choosing new chief
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Tents are erected to house displaced Palestinian families in the Al Zahara neighbourhood, north of the Nuseirat refugee camp 
in the central of Gaza Strip on Saturday
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Sudan's paramilitary Rapid Support Forces, locked in a conflict with the regular army, said on 
Saturday that they had seized the town of Al Tina on the Chad border

KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan's paramilitary 
Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF), locked in a con-
flict with the regular 
army, said on Saturday 
that they had seized 
the town of Al Tina on 
the Chad border.

Previously, the town 
was thought to have 
been held by the Joint 
Forces, allied to the 
army, which has been 
at war with the RSF 
since April 2023.

Alongside a state-
ment posted to social 
media, the RSF shared 
a video of some of its 

fighters celebrating 
under a banner reading 
"District of Al Tina".

The army did not im-
mediately comment, 
but the pro-army gov-
ernor of Darfur, Minni 
Minnawi, denounced 
what he called "repeat-
ed criminal behaviour 
embodying the worst 
offences against the 
innocent".

Since it broke out, 
Sudan's civil war has 
killed tens of thou-
sands of people and 
forced 11 million to 
flee their homes, trig-
gering what the UN 

says is one of the 
world's worst humani-
tarian crises.

On Thursday, The 
United Nations' inde-
pendent fact-finding 
mission on Sudan 
said the RSF's storm-
ing of Darfur hub El 
Fasher last October 
bore "the hallmarks of 
genocide".

Since the fall of El 
Fasher, the paramili-
taries have carried 
out several operations 
near the Chad border 
and at the end of last 
year two Chadian sol-
diers were killed.

Sudan's RSF says it took 
town on Chad border

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Brazil's President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva 
on Sunday urged Don-
ald Trump to treat all 
countries equally after 
the US leader imposed 
a 15 per cent tariff on 
imports following an 
adverse Supreme Court 
ruling.

"I want to tell the US 
President Donald Trump 
that we don't want a 
new Cold War. We don't 
want interference in any 
other country, we want 
all countries to be treat-
ed equally," Lula told 
reporters in New Delhi.

The conservative-ma-
jority Supreme Court 
on Friday ruled six to 
three that a 1977 law 
Trump has relied on to 
slap sudden levies on 
individual countries, 
upending global trade, 
"does not authorise the 
president to impose 
tariffs".

Lula said he would 
not like to react to Su-

preme Court decisions 
of another country, but 
hoped that Brazil's re-
lations with the United 
States "will go back to 
normalcy" soon.

The veteran left-
ist Brazilian leader is 
expected to travel to 
Washington next month 
for a meeting with 
Trump.

"I am convinced that 
Brazil-US relation will 
go back to normalcy af-
ter our conversation," 
Lula, 80, said, adding 
Brazil only wanted to 

"live in peace, generate 
jobs and improve lives 
of our people".

Ties between Brazil 
and the United States 
appear to be on the mend 
after months of animos-
ity between Washington 
and Brasilia.

As a result, Trump's 
administration has ex-
empted key Brazilian 
exports from 40 per 
cent tariffs that had 
been imposed on on the 
South American country 
last year.

"The world doesn't 
need more turbulence, it 
needs peace," said Lula 
who arrived in India on 
Wednesday to attend 
a summit on artificial 
intelligence.

On Saturday, India 
and Brazil agreed to 
boost cooperation on 
critical minerals and 
rare earths and signed 
a raft of other deals af-
ter a meeting between 
Lula and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

Brazil's Lula urges Trump 
to treat all countries equally
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Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva addresses a press conference in New Delhi on 
Sunday
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 Afghan residents dig mass graves for the victims, killed in an overnight Pakistani air strike, 
during a funeral ceremony at the Girdi Kas village in Bihsud district, Nangarhar province on 
Sunday

BIHSUD, Afghanistan 
(AFP) — Pakistan said 
Sunday it launched mul-
tiple air strikes targeting 
militants in neighbour-
ing Afghanistan, where 
the government reported 
children were among doz-
ens of people killed and 
wounded.

The overnight attacks 
were the most extensive 
since border clashes in 
October killed more than 
70 people on both sides 
and wounded hundreds.

Islamabad said it hit 
seven sites along the 
border region target-
ing Afghanistan-based 
militant groups "in the 
aftermath of recent sui-
cide bombing incidents 
in Pakistan".

The military targeted 
the Pakistani Taliban and 
its associates, as well as 
an affiliate of the Daesh 
group, a statement by the 
Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting said.

Afghanistan's defence 
ministry said "dozens 
of innocent civilians, in-
cluding women and chil-
dren, were martyred and 
wounded" when strikes 
hit a madrasa and homes 
in Nangarhar and Paktika 
provinces.

An AFP journalist in 
Nangarhar's Bihsud dis-
trict said residents from 
around the remote and 

mountainous area joined 
rescuers in one village, us-
ing a digger and shovels 
to search for bodies under 
the rubble.

"People here are ordi-
nary people. The residents 
of this village are our rela-
tives. When the bombing 
happened, one person 
who survived was shout-
ing for help," said neigh-
bour Amin Gul Amin, 37.

Nangarhar police 
told AFP the bombard-
ment started at around 
midnight and hit three 
districts.

"Civilians were killed. 
In one house, there were 
23 family members. Five 
wounded people were 
taken out," said police 
spokesperson Sayed Tay-
eeb Hammad.

'Calculated response' 

Afghanistan's defence 
ministry said it will "de-
liver an appropriate and 
calculated response" to 
the Pakistani strikes.

The two countries have 
been locked in an increas-
ingly bitter dispute since 
the Taliban authorities 
retook control of Afghani-
stan in 2021.

Pakistani military ac-
tion killed 70 Afghan ci-
vilians between October 
and December, accord-
ing to the UN mission in 

Afghanistan.
Several rounds of nego-

tiations followed an ini-
tial ceasefire brokered by 
Qatar and Turkey, but they 
have failed to produce a 
lasting agreement.

Saudi Arabia inter-
vened this month, medi-
ating the release of three 
Pakistani soldiers cap-
tured by Afghanistan in 
October.

The deteriorating rela-
tionship has hit people in 
both countries, with the 
land border largely shut 
for months.

Pakistan said on Sun-
day that despite repeated 
urging by Islamabad, the 
Taliban authorities have 
failed to act against mili-
tant groups using Afghan 
territory to carry out at-
tacks in Pakistan.

The Afghan govern-
ment has denied harbour-
ing militants.

Islamabad launched 
the strikes after a suicide 
blast at a Shiite mosque in 
Islamabad two weeks ago 
and other such attacks 
more recently in north-
western Pakistan.

The Daesh group had 
claimed responsibility 
for the mosque bombing, 
which killed at least 40 
people and wounded 
more than 160 in the 
deadliest attack in Islam-
abad since 2008.

Pakistan launches deadly 
strikes in Afghanistan

CARACAS (AFP) — More 
than 1,500 political pris-
oners in Venezuela have 
applied for amnesty un-
der a new law, the head 
of the country's legisla-
ture said on Saturday, 
two days after the meas-
ure, enacted under pres-
sure from Washington, 
came into effect.

"A total of 1,557 cases 
are being addressed 
immediately, and hun-
dreds of people deprived 
of their freedom are al-
ready being released 
under the amnesty law," 
National Assembly chief 
Jorge Rodriguez told a 
press conference.

Amnesty is not au-
tomatic under the law: 
Petitioners must ask 
the court handling their 
cases.

On Saturday alone, 
80 prisoners had been 
freed from detention in 
the capital Caracas, Ro-
driguez told AFP.

On Friday, the lawmak-

er overseeing the amnes-
ty process, Jorge Arreaza, 
announced that prosecu-
tors had asked courts to 
free 379 prisoners.

Venezuela's interim 
president Delcy Rod-
riguez, the sister of the 
top lawmaker, pushed 
for the legislation after 
she rose to power fol-
lowing the capture of 
leftist leader Nicolas 
Maduro during a US 
military raid on Janu-
ary 3.

The legislature unani-
mously adopted the 
landmark amnesty law 
on Thursday and Delcy 
Rodriguez hailed its 
passage, describing it 
as a step toward "a more 
democratic, fairer, freer 
Venezuela".

Opposition figures 
have criticised the new 
legislation, which ap-
pears to include car-
veouts for some of-
fenses previously used 
by authorities to tar-

get Maduro's political 
opponents.

It explicitly does not 
apply to those prose-
cuted for "promoting" or 
"facilitating... armed or 
forceful actions" against 
Venezuela's sovereignty 
by foreign actors.

Rodriguez has lev-
eled such accusations 
against opposition 
leader and Nobel peace 
laureate Maria Corina 
Machado, who hopes 
to return to Venezuela 
at some point from the 
United States.

The law also excludes 
members of the secu-
rity forces convicted 
of "terrorism"-related 
activities.

But the amnesty ex-
tends to 11,000 politi-
cal prisoners who, over 
nearly three decades, 
were paroled or placed 
under house arrest.

"The law provides for 
those substitute meas-
ures to be lifted so that 

these people can enjoy 
full freedom," Rodriguez 
told reporters.

'Let's hope it's true' 

Outside a national po-
lice facility in Caracas 
known as Zone 7, rela-
tives, some of them on 
site for weeks, patiently 
waited.

"Let's hope it's true," 
Genesis Rojas told AFP.

A group of relatives 
who have been camped 
out for days chanted: 
"We want to go home!"

A row of police of-
ficers with riot shields 
stood watch.

"They're the ones who 
should ask us for for-
giveness. For kidnap-
ping us, for robbing us, 
for having violated all 
our human rights," said 
Yessy Orozco, whose 
father is imprisoned in 
Zone 7.

A group of 10 women 
went on a hunger strike 

that lasted more than 
five days to demand the 
law's passage and free-
dom for Venezuela's po-
litical prisoners.

The last hunger strik-
er, a woman outside 
Zone 7, posted a sign 
that read: "In recovery. 
No answers". She de-
clined press interviews, 
saying she felt unwell.

Hundreds have al-
ready been granted 
conditional release by 
Rodriguez's government 
since the deadly US raid 
that resulted in Madu-
ro's capture last month.

Maduro ruled Ven-
ezuela between March 
2013 and January 2026, 
silencing opposition 
and activists under 
harsh leftist rule.

Maduro and his wife 
are in US custody await-
ing trial. Maduro, 63, 
has pleaded not guilty to 
drug trafficking charges 
and declared that he 
was a "prisoner of war".

More than 1,500 request amnesty under new Venezuela law



Daesh urges members to fight 
Syria’s new government
BEIRUT, Lebanon 
(AFP) — The Daesh 
terror group on Sat-
urday urged its fight-
ers to confront Syria’s 
new authorities, in its 
spokesperson’s first 
audio message in two 
years.

In a recording post-
ed online, Abu Huzaifa 
Al Ansari said Daesh 
members in Syria must 
fight “the new Syrian 
regime, with its secu-
lar government and na-
tional army” and “make 
that their priority”.

The last time Al An-
sari posted an audio 
message was in Janu-
ary 2024, when he 
urged Daesh support-
ers to kill Jews around 
the world in revenge 
for Israeli attacks in 
Gaza.

Since ousting long-
time ruler Bashar As-
sad in December 2024, 
Syria’s new authori-
ties, who had links to 
the Al Qaeda extremist 
group, have sought to 
break from their radi-

cal past and present a 
moderate image.

Last year, Syria 
joined the US-led coa-
lition against Daesh 
and has been coordi-
nating attacks against 
the group’s remnants 
in the country.

Daesh swept across 
Syria and Iraq in 2014, 
committing massacres 
and forcing women 
and girls into sexual 
slavery.

Backed by US-led 
forces, Iraq proclaimed 
the defeat of Daesh 
in 2017, followed two 
years later by its de-
feat to Kurdish-led 
forces in Syria.

Last month, Syr-
ian troops advanced 
against Kurdish forc-
es, sparking ques-
tions over the fate of 
the Daesh prisoners 
held in Kurdish-run 
facilities.

Amid lingering 
doubts about security, 
Washington trans-
ferred more than 5,700 
Daesh detainees from 
Syria to Iraqi prisons.

A camp that once 
held relatives of Dae-
sh fighters has now 
been emptied — resi-
dents either left or 
were moved to a new 
location by the Syrian 
authorities.

JHCO bakeries sustain Gaza’s 
daily bread lifeline
By Enad Abbadi

AMMAN — In Gaza, 
where markets buckle, 
kitchens fall silent and 
fuel supplies vanish 
without warning, bread 
has become survival cur-
rency. Under the pres-
sure of the Israeli war 
on the besieged Strip, 
Jordanian-run bakeries 
are no longer a supple-
mentary relief effort but 
a daily lifeline sustain-
ing tens of thousands of 
displaced families.

Speaking to The Jor-
dan Times, Hussein 
Shibli, secretary-general 
of the Jordan Hashemite 
Charity Organisation 
(JHCO), described Jorda-
nian bakery operations 
in Gaza as a “life-sup-
port system” rather than 
a “nice-to-have” service.

“When flour is scarce, 
markets collapse and 
families cannot reli-
ably access cooked food, 
bread becomes the fast-
est, most scalable daily 
calorie source,” Shibli 
said. Sustaining bakery 
production, he added, 
directly reduces hunger 
pressure on shelters, 
displacement sites and 
overstretched commu-
nity kitchens.

High output under 
extreme constraints

Despite severe opera-
tional challenges, JH-
CO-supported baker-
ies continue to deliver 
large-scale daily output.

According to Shibli, the 
fixed daily bakery model 
launched in southern 
Gaza with the Jordanian 
Campaign produces be-
tween 35,000 and 40,000 
loaves per day. In paral-
lel, the Jordanian mobile 
bakery model, operat-
ing with international 

partners including the 
World Central Kitchen, 
has reached approxi-
mately 70,000 loaves per 
day per kitchen at peak 
capacity.

Distribution priori-
tises displacement sites 
and the most vulner-
able households, with 
thousands of families 
reached daily.

Whether bread exists 
tomorrow

Shibli identified three 
decisive factors govern-
ing the continuity of 
bread production: Flour 
availability, fuel and 
power stability, and 
movement access.

Flour shortages and 
entry constraints can 
sharply reduce output 
regardless of technical 
capacity, he said. Fuel 
and electricity remain 
critical for ovens, mixing 

systems and transport, 
while evacuation orders, 
shifting frontlines and 
route risks frequent-
ly force operational 
adjustments.

“Production capac-
ity means little with-
out supply continuity 
and safe access,” Shibli 
noted.

Coordination under fire

JHCO operates as both a 
coordination and deliv-
ery platform, mobilising 
Jordan’s relief pipeline 
while aligning with hu-
manitarian partners and 
implementing opera-
tions through teams on 
the ground.

“This means joint 
planning for what enters 
Gaza, where it goes, and 
who receives it,” Shibli  
said.

To ensure efficiency 
and fairness, JHCO ap-

plies strict distribution 
controls, including a sin-
gle daily allocation plan 
per area, vulnerability-
based targeting, cross-
checking to prevent 
duplication and post-
distribution verification 
where conditions allow.

Roles among part-
ners are clearly defined, 
Shibli stressed, dividing 
responsibilities between 
production, transport 
and last-mile delivery. 
“So we do not all do the 
same job.”

Life-sustaining 
assistence

Throughout the Israeli 
war on the besieged 
Strip, JHCO’s Gaza re-
sponse has focused on 
assistance that cannot 
be postponed: Bread 
production, hot meals, 
food parcels, water sup-
plies, medical shipments 

and essential shelter 
items such as tarpau-
lins, blankets and ba-
sic household survival 
items.

“Our response in Gaza 
has focused on life-sus-
taining interventions 
people simply cannot 
delay,” Shibli said.

Noting that even dur-
ing temporary lulls in 
hostilities, humanitar-
ian needs persist, shift-
ing from immediate 
survival to short-term 
stabilisation, Shibli said: 
”The response moves 
from survive today to 
stabilise this week.”

Under these condi-
tions, JHCO has scaled 
up flour and commodity 
inputs to sustain bak-
eries and support food 
parcel assembly, while 
expanding hot meal pro-
vision in areas where 
markets and kitchens 
remain non-functional.

Keep the line alive

Amid volatile security 
and access conditions, 
bread production re-
mains one of the few 
interventions capable of 
delivering immediate, 
daily impact.

To protect continu-
ity, JHCO has adopted 
what Shibli described 
as a “keep the line alive” 
strategy, prioritising 
flour allocation to bak-
eries, maintaining fuel 
contingencies, deploy-
ing operational redun-
dancy through multiple 
bakery points where 
feasible and leveraging 
partnered management 
models.

Bread, Shibli empha-
sised, has become more 
than food aid. “It is one 
of the last stable life-
lines still functioning at 
scale.”

King, Albania president hold talks in Amman on expanding cooperation
Continued from page 1

 For his part, the Al-
banian president af-
firmed that his visit 
to Jordan would con-
tribute to strengthen-
ing partnership in the 
areas of investment, 
security, tourism and 

development, pointing 
to the significant po-
tential for enhancing 
joint economic activ-
ity, according to the 
statement.

 President Begaj 
noted that his visit to 
the Kingdom included 
a number of religious 

and tourism sites, 
pointing to the need 
to strengthen relations 
between the two peo-
ples and encourage 
exchanges of visits by 
establishing a direct 
flight route between 
Jordan and Albania.

 The Albanian presi-

dent expressed his 
country’s commitment 
to increasing stability 
and prosperity in the 
region and the world, 
praising His Majesty’s 
leadership and efforts 
to achieve stability 
and peace in the region 
through the two-state 

solution.
 The talks also cov-

ered the overall situa-
tion in the region, with 
His Majesty stressing 
the need to step up in-
ternational efforts to 
stop illegal measures 
aimed at consolidating 
settlements and impos-

ing Israeli sovereignty 
over the West Bank.

 The King warned of 
the danger of increas-
ing violations of Mus-
lim and Christian holy 
sites in Jerusalem, the 
statement said. 

 His Majesty reiterat-
ed the need for all par-

ties to commit to imple-
menting the agreement 
to end the war on Gaza, 
and ensuring the flow 
of humanitarian aid to 
all areas of the Strip.

 Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Min-
ister Ayman Safadi, 
Director of the Office 

of His Majesty Alaa 
Batayneh, Health Min-
ister and Escort of 
Honour Ibrahim Bdour, 
Jordan’s non-resident 
Ambassador to Albania 
Zuheir Nsour and Al-
bania’s Ambassador to 
Jordan Sami Shiba at-
tended the talks.
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FM says Iran has right 
to self-defence if US attacks
Continued from page 1

“It is justified, legiti-
mate. So our missiles 
cannot hit the American 
soil. So obviously we have 
to do something else. We 
have to hit, you know, 
the American base in the 
region.”

Araghchi said that he 
thought there was still a 
“good chance” his coun-
try’s stand-off with the 
United States over its nu-
clear programme could 
be resolved through 
diplomacy.

“I believe that still there 
is a good chance to have 
a diplomatic solution 
which is based on a win-
win game,” Araghchi said, 
adding negotiators were 
“working on the elements 
of a deal and draft of the 
text”.

As for Iran’s uranium 
enrichment, which the US 
opposes, Araghchi said: 
“As a sovereign country, 
we have every right to 
decide for ourselves, by 
ourselves.”

US Envoy Steve Witkoff 
said on Saturday that 
President Donald Trump 
is questioning why Iran 
has not “capitulated” in 
the face of Washington’s 
military build-up aimed 
at pressuring them into a 
nuclear deal.

The United States and 
Iran this week resumed 
Oman-mediated talks in 
Geneva aimed at averting 
the possibility of military 
action, after Washington 
dispatched two aircraft 
carriers, jets and weap-
onry to the region to back 
its warnings.

In a Fox News interview 
with Trump’s daughter-
in-law Lara, Witkoff said 
the president was “curi-
ous” about Iran’s position 
after he had warned them 
of severe consequences in 
the event they failed to 
strike a deal.

“I don’t want to use 
the word ‘frustrated’, be-
cause he understands he 
has plenty of alternatives, 
but he’s curious as to why 
they haven’t... I don’t 
want to use the word ‘ca-
pitulated’, but why they 
haven’t capitulated,” he 
said.

“Why, under this pres-
sure, with the amount 
of seapower and naval 
power over there, why 
haven’t they come to us 
and said, ‘We profess we 
don’t want a weapon, so 
here’s what we’re pre-
pared to do?’ And yet it’s 
sort of hard to get them to 
that place.”

The US envoy also con-
firmed in the interview 
that he had met with 
Reza Pahlavi, the exiled 
son of Iran’s last shah 
and a critic of the cur-
rent authorities, who has 
not returned to the coun-
try since before the 1979 
Islamic Revolution that 
ousted the monarchy.

“I met him at the di-
rection of the president,” 
Witkoff said, without 
providing further details.

“I think he’s strong for 
his country, cares about 
his country. But this is 
going to be about Presi-
dent Trump’s policies.”

US-based Pahlavi last 
week told a crowd in Mu-

nich that he was ready to 
lead the country to a “sec-
ular democratic future” 
after Trump said regime 
change would be best for 
the country.

Witkoff’s comments 
come after Iranian For-
eign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi said a draft pro-
posal for an agreement 
with Washington would 
be ready in a matter of 
days.

Trump said on Thurs-
day that Iran had at most 
15 days to make a deal on 
concerns starting with its 
nuclear programme.

As talks between the 
two nations continued 
in Geneva, Iran’s su-
preme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei on Tuesday 
said that Trump would 
not succeed in destroying 
the Islamic republic.

Western countries ac-
cuse the Islamic Repub-
lic of seeking to acquire 
nuclear weapons, which 
Tehran denies, though 
it insists on its right to 
enrichment for civilian 
purposes.

Iran, for its part, is seek-
ing to negotiate an end to 
sanctions that have prov-
en to be a massive drag 
on its economy, which 
played a role in sparking 
anti-government protests 
in December.

Jordan reaffirms it will not be launch 
point for military action against Iran
Continued from page 1

Echoing similar re-
marks, political analyst 
Abdul Hakim Qaraleh 
said Jordan’s foreign 
policy is built on bal-
ance and moderation.

“Jordan consistently 
favours political set-
tlements and the con-
solidation of peace 
over direct military 
confrontation.”

He said this approach 
reinforces the King-
dom’s credibility.

“Jordan enjoys trust 
from regional and in-
ternational parties. It 
remains a cornerstone 
of regional stabil-
ity and avoids sharp 
polarisation.”

Qaraleh added that 
preventive diplomacy 
remains central to Am-
man’s strategy.

“The Kingdom priori-
tises dialogue and com-
prehensive peace as the 
only path to lasting re-
gional stability.“

The New York Times 
has quoted Jordanian 
officials as saying that 
the US military presence 
in the Kingdom comes 
within the framework 
of defense agreements 
between the United 
States and Jordan.

The newspaper cited 
a Jordanian official 

who confirmed that 
Jordan’s territory will 
not be used to launch 
an attack against Iran. 
He added that Jordan 
hopes the current ne-
gotiations between the 
United States and Iran 
will lead to a political 
agreement that spares 
the region from war.

The newspaper ex-
plained that other coun-
tries such as Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab 
Emirates have support-
ed the negotiations to 
avoid war and reach a 
diplomatic solution, af-
firming that they do not 
want their territories to 
be used as a launching 
point for any military 
action against Tehran.

The New York Times 
reported on Friday that 
the US military has sig-
nificantly reinforced its 
presence in the Middle 
East amid potential es-
calation with Iran. 

The newspaper in-
dicated that the US 
movement in the region 
includes deploying ad-
ditional air defence 
batteries to protect 
American forces from 
any potential Iranian 
response.

It also noted previ-
ous movements at bas-
es such as Al Udeid Air 
Base in Qatar and the US 

Naval Support Activity 
Bahrain (NSA Bahrain) 
as part of a reposition-
ing of American forces 
in preparation for any 
possible developments.

In another report, the 
newspaper said that 
US Central Command 
is keeping two aircraft 
carriers deployed in the 
Middle East at a con-
siderable distance from 
Iran to protect them 

from becoming targets. 
It added that Penta-

gon officials reported 
the evacuation of hun-
dreds of soldiers from 
Al Udeid Air Base in Qa-
tar and from NSA Bah-
rain, which hosts the US 
Navy’s Fifth Fleet, while 
American forces remain 
stationed at bases in 
Iraq, Syria, Kuwait, Sau-
di Arabia and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates.

‘I believe that still 

there is a good 

chance to have 

a diplomatic 

solution which is 

based on a win-

win game’

  Photo courtesy of JHCO

The Jordanian mobile bakery, operating with international partners including the World Central 
Kitchen, produces approximately 70,000 loaves per day per kitchen at peak capacity

  AFP photo

A resident greets Syrian government forces south of Hasakah, in north-eastern Syria, on Janau-
ry 20

Amid lingering 

doubts about 

security, 

Washington 

transferred 

more than 

5,700 Daesh 

detainees from 

Syria to Iraqi 

prisons



By Raad Mahmoud Al-Tal

Completely rejecting the new Social Se-

curity Law or accepting it as it is to-

day is not practical. Each part of the 

law needs careful study and parliamentary 

debates will play a key role in shaping it. 

These debates should rely on the eleventh 

actuarial study, which looked at 2020–2023 

and projected the finances of the Social Se-

curity Corporation all the way to 2113. Using 

these results helps ensure the law protects 

both the system’s sustainability and benefi-

ciaries’ rights.

Currently, the Social Security Corporation 

spends about 2.3 billion dinars a year on 

pensions and benefits. Monthly pensions 

total JD177 million, of which JD107 million 

go to early retirees a practice that should 

be rare but has become common. Between 

2020 and 2023, contributions exceeded pay-

outs by 436 million dinars per year, while 

administrative costs were lower than ex-

pected. However, investment returns were 

lower than planned, and fund reserves were 

9 per cent below expectations. The number 

of contributors rose 12 per cent, average 

wages increased 11 per cent and new reti-

rees were more than expected.

A major challenge is demographics. Jor-

dan’s population is expected to grow from 

11.5 million in 2024 to 17.9 million in 2070. 

People aged 60 and above will rise from 

788,000 to 4.3 million. The ratio of working 

people to retirees will drop from 8.8 to 1.5. 

This means there will be more beneficiaries 

than contributors, which will increase the 

system’s costs.

In 2024, the fund has 8.8 times its annu-

al expenses and expenses are 16 per cent 

of insured wages. By 2060, expenses could 

rise to 39 per cent because the number of 

contributors will remain stable while reti-

rees increase. The system will reach its first 

breakeven in 2030, when expenses surpass 

contributions and a second in 2038, when 

expenses exceed contributions plus invest-

ment returns.

The “average fixed contribution” needed 

to keep the system sustainable is expected 

to reach 49 per cent over the next 90 years, 

compared to 18.3 per cent today. This shows 

that contributions may need to increase or 

benefits adjusted, to ensure long-term sus-

tainability.

Two key factors affect the system: Wage 

growth and investment returns. Slow wage 

growth reduces contribution income in the 

short term. Lower investment returns could 

also deplete reserves earlier than expected.

Reform scenarios must consider many is-

sues: Pension formulas, retirement age, ear-

ly retirement rules, calculation methods for 

full pensions, lump-sum payouts and con-

tribution limits. Raising contributions too 

high (over 21.75 per cent) would hurt the job 

market and the economy.

No reform will satisfy everyone, but the 

goal is to find a balanced solution that pro-

tects contributors and beneficiaries while 

keeping the system financially stable. These 

reforms must be implemented after approv-

al in Parliament. If we delay or only apply 

temporary fixes, the cost of action tomor-

row will be much higher than taking action 

today.
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Social Security Law: 
Will tomorrow’s 
cost be higher 
than today’s?
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Mohammad Abu Rumman

Jordan’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson, Fouad Al Ma-
jali, responded to statements 

made by the US ambassador to Is-
rael, Mike Huckabee, stressing that 
they contradict US President Don-
ald Trump’s declared position re-
jecting the annexation of the West 
Bank and that they constitute a 
violation of diplomatic norms, in-
ternational law and the UN Char-
ter. Several Arab parties adopted 
positions similar to the Jordanian 
one — including the Arab League 
and a number of Arab states — 
condemning the ambassador’s 
remarks and the negative implica-
tions they carry for regional secu-
rity.

In reality, Huckabee’s statements 
did not stop at the West Bank 
alone. His rhetoric appeared satu-
rated with the logic of a religious-
political “right” as perceived by 
Christian Zionist fundamentalist 
currents and Israel’s religious right 
— extending to insinuations about 
the legitimacy of expansion across 
the “Promised Land”, according to 
a biblical reading that, in the dis-
course of these currents, stretches 
from the Nile to the Euphrates — a 
formulation often invoked in the 
literature of “Greater Israel”.

Huckabee’s remarks came dur-
ing an interview on the podcast/
programme of American media 
figure Tucker Carlson, who has 
traditionally been associated with 
the MAGA current (Make America 
Great Again). This same current 
has itself witnessed a visible inter-
nal divide regarding the scale and 
limits of massive, unconditional 
US support for Israel — and its 
political, moral and strategic costs 
for the United States.

Returning to the Jordanian dip-
lomatic response, one could argue 
that the statement was tactically 
astute in drawing attention to the 
contradiction between Huckabee’s 
declared rhetoric and the official 
line emanating from Washington. 
Yet the deeper question remains: 
To what extent can Trump’s “guar-
antees” actually be taken serious-
ly? Are they a fixed reference point 
to rely upon or merely part of the 
Trumpian political condition — 
one marked by a torrent of contra-
dictory statements often used for 
maneuvering, signalling or even 
deliberate obfuscation?

Huckabee’s statements can hard-
ly be read as a personal whim or an 
isolated deviation from policy. At 
minimum, they represent a candid 
expression of a powerful current 
within Trump’s surrounding politi-

cal environment — a current that 
effectively blesses annexationist 
policies or at least tolerates them, 
albeit in less blunt language than 
Huckabee himself. Meanwhile, Is-
rael’s religious-nationalist right 
continues to push a far more radi-
cal agenda, as reflected in repeated 
statements by senior ministers — 
including Bezalel Smotrich — re-
garding annexation, the disman-
tling of Oslo, the weakening of the 
Palestinian Authority, and even the 
promotion of Palestinian “emigra-
tion” as a long-term solution.

Trump’s own record does little 
to inspire confidence: From relo-
cating the US embassy to Jerusa-
lem, to cutting funding for UNRWA 
during his first term, to a series of 
political and symbolic alignments 
that cumulatively shifted realities 
on the ground in Israel’s favour. 
Even within American political 
discourse, attempts have grown to 
institutionalise biblical terminol-
ogy such as “Judea and Samaria” in 
place of “the West Bank” — a battle 
over narrative no less consequen-
tial than the battle over policy it-
self.

It is important for Jordanian — 
and broader Arab — diplomatic 
and political discourse to expose 
these contradictions, and this is in-
deed a role Jordan has consistently 

played in support of the Palestin-
ian cause. Yet, on the other hand, 
it would be dangerous — indeed 
a grave miscalculation — to treat 
the statements of this ideological 
ambassador as merely personal 
views detached from administra-
tion policy. Developments on the 
ground, successive Israeli govern-
ment decisions, and the acceler-
ating momentum of settlement 
expansion and far-right politics of-
ten pass without a level of Ameri-
can objection commensurate with 
their gravity — narrowing the gap 
between Huckabee’s rhetoric and 
actual policy far more than many 
would like to believe.

The unspoken question that 
lingers in political corridors re-
mains this: Why is the rhetoric of 
the religious Zionist right — with 
its extremism and incitement that 
threaten regional peace and secu-
rity — so often overlooked, while 
any Islamic discourse is closely 
monitored and framed as extrem-
ism or antisemitism, even when ar-
ticulated within a political context? 
Ironically, accusations within the 
American arena itself have become 
weapons in intra-right political 
struggles — something glimpsed in 
the controversy surrounding Carl-
son’s interview with Huckabee and 
the reactions it provoked.

Huckabee isn’t freelancing

At a defining moment in 
human history, the world 
gathered at the AI Impact 

Summit 2026 in New Delhi. For 
us in India, it was a moment of 
immense pride and joy to wel-
come heads of state, heads of 
government, delegates and in-
novators from across the world.

India brings scale and energy to 
everything it does and this Summit 
was no exception. Representatives 
from over 100 nations came to-
gether. Innovators showcased cut-
ting-edge AI products and services. 
Thousands of young people could 
be seen in the exhibition halls, ask-
ing questions and imagining pos-
sibilities. Their curiosity made this 
the largest and most democratised 
AI summit in the world. I see this as 
an important moment in India’s de-
velopment journey, because a mass 
movement for AI innovation and 
adoption has truly taken off.

Human history has witnessed 
many technological shifts that 
changed the course of civilisation. 
Artificial Intelligence belongs in the 
same league as fire, writing, elec-
tricity and the Internet. But with AI, 
changes that once took decades can 
unfold within weeks and impact 
the entire planet. 

AI is making machines intelli-
gent, but it is even more a force mul-
tiplier for human intent. Making AI 
human-centric instead of machine-
centric is vital. At this Summit, we 
placed human well-being at the 
heart of the global AI conversation, 
with the principle of “Sarvajana Hi-
taya, Sarvajana Sukhaya” (Welfare 
for All, Happiness of All). 

I have always believed that tech-
nology must serve people, not the 

other way around. Whether it is 
digital payments through UPI or 
COVID vaccination, we have en-
sured that Digital Public Infra-
structure reaches everyone, leaving 
none behind. I could see the same 
spirit in the summit, in the work 
of our innovators in domains like 
agriculture, security, assistance for 
Divyangjan and tools for multilin-
gual populations.

There are already examples of 
the empowering potential of AI in 
India. Recently, “Sarlaben”, an AI 
powered digital assistant launched 
by Indian dairy cooperative AMUL, 
is providing real-time guidance to 
3.6 million dairy farmers, mostly 
women, about cattle health and 
productivity in their own language. 
Similarly, an AI-based platform 
called Bharat VISTAAR gives multi-
lingual inputs to farmers, empow-
ering them with information about 
everything from weather to market 
prices.

Humans must never become 
mere data points or raw material 
for machines. Instead, AI must be-
come a tool for global good, open-
ing new doors of progress for the 
Global South. To translate this vi-
sion into action, India presented 
the MANAV framework for human-
centric AI governance.

M – Moral and Ethical Systems: 
AI should be based on ethical 
guidelines.

A – Accountable Governance: 
Transparent rules and robust over-
sight. 

N – National Sovereignty: Re-
spect for national rights over data. 

A – Accessible and Inclusive: AI 
should not be a monopoly. 

V – Valid and Legitimate: AI must 

adhere to laws and be verifiable. 
MANAV, which means “human”, 

offers principles that anchor AI in 
human values in the 21stcentury.

Trust is the foundation upon 
which AI’s future rests. As genera-
tive systems flood the world with 
content, democratic societies face 
risks from deepfakes and disinfor-
mation. Just as food carries nutri-
tion labels, digital content must 
carry authenticity labels. I urge the 
global community to come together 
to create shared standards for wa-
termarking and source verification. 
India has already taken a step in 
this direction by legally requiring 
clear labelling of synthetically gen-
erated content.

The welfare of our children is a 
matter close to our hearts. AI sys-
tems must be built with safeguards 
that encourage responsible, family-
guided engagement, reflecting the 
same care we bring to education 
systems worldwide.

Technology yields its greatest 
benefit when shared, rather than 
guarded as a strategic asset. Open 
platforms can help millions of 
youth contribute to making tech-
nology safer and more human-
centric. This collective intelligence 
is humanity’s greatest strength. AI 
must evolve as a global common 
good. 

We are entering an era where hu-
mans and intelligent systems will 
co-create, co-work and co-evolve. 
Entirely new professions will 
emerge. When the Internet began, 
no one could imagine the possi-
bilities. It ended up creating a huge 
number of new opportunities and 
so will AI.

I am confident that our empow-

ered youth will be the true drivers 
of the AI age. We are encourag-
ing skilling, reskilling and lifelong 
learning by running some of the 
largest and most diverse skilling 
programmes in the world.

India is home to one of the 
world’s largest youth populations 
and technology talent. With our en-
ergy capacity and policy clarity, we 
are uniquely positioned to harness 
AI’s full potential. At this Summit, I 
was proud to see Indian companies 
launch indigenous AI models and 
applications, reflecting the techno-
logical depth of our young innova-
tion community.

To fuel the growth of our AI eco-
system, we are building a robust 
infrastructure foundation. Under 
the India AI Mission, we have de-
ployed thousands of GPUs and are 
set to deploy more soon. By access-
ing world-class computing power 
at highly affordable rates, even the 
smallest startups can become glo-
bal players. Further, we have estab-
lished a national AI Repository, de-
mocratising access to datasets and 
AI models. From semiconductors 
and data infrastructure to vibrant 
startups and applied research, we 
are focusing on the complete value 
chain. 

India’s diversity, democracy and 
demographic dynamism provide 
the right atmosphere for inclusive 
innovation. Solutions that succeed 
in India can serve humanity every-
where. That is why our invitation to 
the world is: Design and develop in 
India. Deliver to the world. Deliver 
to humanity.

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister of India 

Shaping a human-centric future for AI – AI Impact Summit 2026

By Najla M. Shahwan

Strands of Ramadan decora-
tions hang among the ruins, 
little lanterns and string 

lights appear on streets lined 
with collapsed buildings and 
piles of rubble, bringing some joy 
and respite to Gaza’s people who 
seek life.

Their joy is stifled, they miss 
the martyred, the missing and 
the detained.

For Muslims worldwide, Ra-
madan is a time of prayer, re-
flection, charity, joyful evening 
meals, and all what Gazans wish 
for in this year’s Ramadan is 
an end to the killings after the 
two years of war and the fragile 
ceasefire deal.

It is a hope shared widely 
across the Islamic world, where 
the thoughts of many are with 
Gaza in this year’s fasting month.

Nearly all of Gaza’s 2.4 million 
residents were displaced at least 
once during the more than two 
years of war between Israel and 
Hamas, sparked by the latter’s 
unprecedented October 7 sur-
prise attack on Israel.

Most of the Gaza Strip has 
become a hellscape of bombed-
out neighbourhoods, crumbled 
buildings, ruins and mass graves 
dug in the sand. 

Ramadan in Gaza has always 
been a special month, where 
the nights are illuminated by 
lanterns, markets bustle with 
life and mosques echo with the 
sounds of Taraweeh — prayers 
at night bringing people together 
from all walks of life.

 It is a 
time when 
the values 
of love, soli-
darity and 
generos i ty 
are most evi-
dent, as fam-
ilies gather 
around the 
Iftar table 
and chil-
dren eagerly 
await the 

Maghrib call to prayer, running 
through the alleyways with their 
small lanterns.

But this year, like last year, Ra-
madan is not the same, because 
of Israel’s devastating war. 

Streets that once teemed with 
passersby and shoppers are now, 
deserted, covered in dust and 
rubble. The once-thriving mar-
kets have become ruins, and the 
shops have been reduced to piles 
of stones. Vendors can only sell 
what little they manage to ac-
quire on small street stalls, as 
customers stare at prices that no 
longer match what they can af-
ford. 

The sounds of life that used to 
fill the places have turned into a 
heavy silence, occasionally bro-
ken by the roar of Israeli war-
planes that never leave Gaza’s 
skies.

Mosques would be filled with 
worshippers, their hearts at 
peace as they sought solace in 
prayer. Children played in the 
streets late into the night, full of 
excitement — instead of fearing 
Israeli bombings or the menac-

ing hum of drones that are now 
an inseparable part of daily life.

 Despite its simplicity and even 
hardship then, life in Gaza was 
once full of light and hope, and 
Ramadan was a time that united 
everyone in moments of fleeting 
peace.

Since October 7, 2023, Israel’s 
military offensive has killed more 
than 72,000 Palestinians, accord-
ing to Gaza’s Health Ministry, 
caused widespread destruction 
and displaced most of the terri-
tory’s residents.

Besides, more than 600 Pales-
tinians have been killed since the 
declaration of the ceasefire on 
October 10, 2025 .

Most families in Gaza are now 
either homeless, living in the 
streets or crammed into small 
tents, making it impossible to 
observe the Ramadan traditions 
they once cherished. Gaza’s once-
vibrant spaces have turned into 
places filled with suffering, as a 
simple Iftar meal has become a 
distant dream for many.

Tables are no longer filled with 
an abundance of food, meals have 
become scarce, water, difficult to 
find and markets stand empty, 
except for a few overpriced es-
sentials. People wander through 
the rubble searching for suste-
nance, while children struggle to 
adapt to a harsh reality they have 
never known before. 

Every meal prepared is now 
an achievement, and every bite 
shared among family members 
is a testament to unyielding pa-
tience and resilience.

Ramadan has become a time to 

remember the dead rather than 
celebrate life.

Many mosques have been de-
stroyed or are packed with dis-
placed families while the people 
of Gaza continue to pray in open 
courtyards, lighting the candles 
of faith amidst the darkness of 
war. 

Every prostration under Isra-
el’s renewed bombardment is an 
act of defiance, and every prayer 
performed among the ruins is a 
declaration that Gaza, and that 
Palestinians, will never be bro-
ken.

The aroma of food that once 
filled the air has been replaced 
by the stench of destruction and 
smoke. Vendors complain about 
the lack of customers, as even 
those who make it to the market 
can barely afford the essentials. 
With Israel’s blockade tightening 
and once again humanitarian aid 
cutoff, fear of the future looms 
over everyone.

Ramadan in Gaza has become a 
month of agonising anticipation, 
where people wait for aid as they 
wait for death —unsure of which 
will arrive first.

Every bite they eat in Ramadan 
is a blessing, and every prayer 
they offer is a glimmer of hope. 

They do not know how this 
month will pass, but they know 
that they will not surrender. 

In the face of devastation and 
sorrow they will continue to pray, 
and they will continue to hold 
onto life because they believe 
that dawn will come one day and 
Ramadan which remains “spe-
cial” will return as it once was.

In the face of devastation, Ramadan in Gaza remains special

Najla M. Shahwan 



WASHINGTON, United 
States (AFP) — US trading 
partners last week cau-
tiously welcomed a Su-
preme Court ruling strik-
ing down Trump's global 
tariffs, with hard-hit Can-
ada saying the levies were 
always "unjustified".

Governments were 
weighing how the high-
ly anticipated decision 
would impact commerce 
with the world's larg-
est economy upended 
through Trump's use of 
executive authority to 
shape global trade since 
he took office a year ago.

Here is a look at how 
governments around the 
world reacted. 

While the conservative-
majority Supreme Court 
found by a 6-3 majority 
that Trump was not au-
thorized by the Interna-
tional Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA) 
to impose tariffs, the 
ruling does not impact 
sector-specific duties that 
Trump has separately im-
posed on imports of steel, 
aluminium and various 

other goods.
The Canadian Cham-

ber of Commerce cau-
tioned against viewing 
it as "a reset of US trade 
policy".

"Canada should pre-
pare for new, blunter 
mechanisms to be used to 
reassert trade pressure, 
potentially with broader 
and more disruptive ef-
fects," the chamber's 
president, Candace Laing, 
said in a statement.

Canada International 
Trade Minister Dominic 
LeBlanc said the rul-
ing reinforces its posi-
tion that the levies were 
"unjustified".

But he noted that tar-
iffs cause the most pain 
in Canada — sector-spe-
cific measures affecting 
the steel, aluminium and 
auto industries — re-
mained in force.

EU trade spokesman 
Olof Gill said that the 
27-nation bloc took note 
of the ruling and was "an-
alysing it carefully".

"We remain in close 
contact with the US Ad-

ministration as we seek 
clarity on the steps they 
intend to take in response 
to this ruling," he added. 
"Businesses on both sides 
of the Atlantic depend 
on stability and predict-
ability in the trading 
relationship."

German industry group 
BDI was upbeat, saying it 
sent a "strong signal for 
the rules-based trading 
system".

"The verdict is clear 
proof that the separa-
tion of powers in the USA 
still going strong," BDI 
board member Wolfgang 
Niedermark said in a 
statement. 

Britain's government 
said it plans to continue 
working with Washing-
ton to see how the deci-
sion will affect the trade 
deal reached last year be-
tween the two countries.

"We will work with the 
administration to under-
stand how the ruling will 
affect tariffs for the UK 
and the rest of the world," 
a government spokesper-
son said, adding that the 

UK expects its "privileged 
trading position with the 
US to continue".

The close allies agreed 
a trade deal in May that 
lifted tariffs on UK steel 
and aluminium products 
and slashed levies on 
British car exports from 
27.5 per cent to 10 per 
cent.

While Trump has long 
used tariffs as a lever for 
pressure and negotia-
tions, he made unprece-
dented use of emergency 
economic powers under 
IEEPA upon returning to 
the presidency last year 
to slap new duties on 
virtually all US trading 
partners.

These included "recip-
rocal" tariffs over trade 
practices that Wash-
ington deemed unfair, 
alongside separate sets 
of duties targeting major 
partners Mexico, Canada 
and China over illicit drug 
flows and immigration.

The tariffs have sent 
nations scrambling to 
negotiate quick trade 
deals with Washington to 

mitigate the impact of the 
levies and often pledging 
more investment in the 
US economy.

In the latest example, 
the United States and In-
donesia finalised a trade 
deal on Thursday that 

set a 19-per cent tariff 
on Indonesian goods en-
tering the United States. 
The Southeast Asian 

country had been threat-
ened with a potential 32-
per cent levy prior to the 
agreement.
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AMMAN (JT) — Amman Stock Exchange (ASE) 
trading value for Sunday amounted to JD5.1 
million spread over 2 million shares that trad-
ed through 2,469 transactions. 

The ASE share price index shed 0.09 per 
cent, closing at 3625.64 points.

Out of 97 companies whose shares were 
traded, the share price of 22 companies rose 
while the share price of another 45 declined. 

Topping the list of the companies whose 
shares gained the most were Philadelphia In-
ternational Educational Investment Company 
by 5.16 per cent, Arab International Hotels 
by 4.11 per cent, Jordan International Invest-
ment Company by 2.9 per cent, Jordanian Ex-
patriates Investment Holding by 2.78 per cent 
and Arab Phoenix Holdings by 2.56 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the 
most were Union Tobacco and Cigarette In-
dustries by 9.09 per cent, Jordan Hotels and 
Tourism by 4.95 per cent, Jordanian Real Es-
tate Company for Development by 4.94 per 
cent, Al Sharq Investments Projects (holding) 
by 4.55 per cent and First Finance by 4.41 per 
cent.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

By Ilham Darwazeh

AMMAN — The Audit 
Bureau announced on 
Sunday the launch of 
the first "peer review" 
mission, marking a 
milestone in its history. 
This initiative is part 
of the Bureau’s ongo-
ing efforts to promote 
transparency, account-
ability and institution-
al efficiency.

This mission is con-
sidered one of the best 
practices among su-
preme audit institu-
tions worldwide and is 
being carried out in co-
operation with the UK 
National Audit Office 
(UK NAO).

The launch of the 
mission is part of the 
Bureau’s strategic plan 
for 2024–2027, align-
ing with its objectives 
of developing the over-
sight system and en-
hancing its perform-
ance in accordance 
with the international 
standards set by the 
International Organi-
sation of Supreme Au-
dit Institutions (IN-
TOSAI), as well as best 
practices.

The Bureau recently 
announced the results 
of its institutional self-
assessment, conducted 
under the Supreme 
Audit Institutions Per-
formance Measure-
ment Framework (SAI 

PMF), ahead of the peer 
review mission, in co-
operation with the UK 
NAO.

During a meeting, 
the President of the 
Audit Bureau, Radhi 
Hamadin, stated, "The 
launch of this mission 
is a qualitative prec-
edent since the estab-
lishment of the Bureau 
more than 70 years 
ago." 

He added, "It also 
embodies the depth of 
the institutional part-
nership with the UK 
National Audit Office, 

in implementation of 
the memorandum of 
understanding [MoU] 
signed between the 
two parties, with the 
participation of the 
UK Foreign, Common-
wealth and Develop-
ment Office."

Assessment

The "peer review" mis-
sion aims to conduct an 
independent and com-
prehensive institution-
al assessment of the 
Bureau’s work, cover-
ing areas such as gov-

ernance frameworks, 
audit methodologies, 
planning procedures 
for audit engagement, 
and quality assurance 
systems.

The assessment will 
also examine human 
resource development 
and professional ca-
pacity-building prac-
tices, the Bureau’s re-
lationships with key 
stakeholders, including 
the community, legisla-
tive, and executive au-
thorities, as well as the 
impact measurement 
of oversight reports, 

promoting a "gradual" 
shift towards perform-
ance oversight.

The Bureau stated 
that the mission has 
been assigned to a team 
of international experts 
with over 30 years of 
experience in auditing 
and institutional per-
formance monitoring.

Mission Details

The week-long mission, 
comprising 25 inten-
sive working hours, 
will include field vis-
its involving meetings 

with senior manage-
ment and audit teams.

Separate sessions 
will be held with repre-
sentatives of legislative 
and executive authori-
ties, several supervised 
entities and civil soci-
ety organisations.

The assignment will 
also include review-
ing samples of pre-
vious performance 
audits and holding 
daily analysis ses-
sions among the ex-
pert team members to 
assess progress, ana-
lyse existing practic-

es and evaluate their 
outcomes.

Results

The Audit Bureau con-
firmed that the out-
comes of this mission 
will contribute to de-
veloping the legal and 
regulatory framework 
for its work, enhancing 
the credibility of its re-
ports before the public, 
legislative bodies and 
international donors.

The results will also 
strengthen the Bureau’s 
position and support 

its role in protecting 
public funds and im-
proving financial man-
agement efficiency, in 
line with global devel-
opments in oversight 
practices.

The SAI PMF is a vol-
untary international 
framework adopted by 
INTOSAI to measure 
the performance of su-
preme audit institutions 
in a comprehensive, evi-
dence-based manner by 
assessing compliance 
with international pro-
fessional standards and 
best practices.

WASHINGTON, United 
States (AFP) — President 
Donald Trump raised the 
global duty on imports 
into the United States to 
15 per cent on Saturday, 
doubling down on his 
promise to maintain his 
tariff policy a day after 
the Supreme Court ruled 
much of it illegal.

Shortly after the 
court's 6-3 ruling that re-
jected the president's au-
thority to impose tariffs 
under a 1977 economic 
emergency powers act, 
Trump had initially an-
nounced a new 10 per 
cent global levy by in-
voking a different legal 
avenue.

The ruling was a stun-
ning rebuke by the high 
court, which has largely 
sided with the president 
since he returned to of-
fice, and marked a major 
political setback in strik-
ing down Trump's sig-

nature economic policy 
that has roiled the global 
trade order.

It is the latest move 
in a process that has 
seen a multitude of tar-
iff levels for countries 
sending goods into the 
United States set and 
then altered or revoked 
by Trump's team over the 
past year.

The new duty by law 
is only temporary — al-
lowable for 150 days. Ac-
cording to a White House 
fact sheet, exemptions re-
main for sectors that are 
under separate probes, 
including pharma, and 
goods entering the US 
under the US-Mexico-
Canada agreement.

On Friday, the White 
House said US trading 
partners that reached 
separate tariff deals with 
Trump's administration 
would also face the new 
global tariff.

Friday's court ruling 
did not impact sector-
specific duties Trump 
separately imposed on 
steel, aluminium and 
various other goods. 
Government probes still 
under way could lead 
to additional sectorial 
tariffs.

But it nevertheless 
marked Trump's biggest 
defeat at the Supreme 
Court since returning 
to the White House 13 
months ago. The court 
has generally expanded 
his power.

The president alleged 
the majority of six justic-
es, including two nomi-
nated during his first 
term, had been "swayed 
by foreign interests".

"I think that foreign 
interests are represented 
by people that I believe 
have undue influence," 
he said.

Shares on Wall Street 

— a metric closely 
watched by Trump — 
rose modestly on Friday 
after the decision, which 
had been expected.

Business groups large-
ly cheered the ruling, 
with the National Retail 
Federation saying this 
"provides much-needed 
certainty" for companies.

In court arguments, 
the Trump administra-
tion said companies 
would receive refunds if 
the tariffs were deemed 
unlawful. But the Su-
preme Court's ruling did 
not address the issue.

Trump said he expect-
ed years of litigation on 
whether to provide re-
funds. Kavanaugh noted 
the refund process could 
be a "mess".

Several countries have 
said they are studying 
the Supreme Court ruling 
and Trump's subsequent 
tariff announcements.

Audit Bureau launches first ‘Peer
Review’ mission in its history with UK NAO

Trump hikes US global tariff rate to 15%

Photos courtesy of Audit Bureau

Audit Bureau launches first ‘Peer Review’ mission in its history with UK National Audit Office

AMMAN (JT) — Jordan 
has recorded "marked" 
progress in expand-
ing access to financial 
services, according to 
the Global Financial 
Inclusion Index 2025 
issued by the World 
Bank, with 62 per cent 
of adults hold a bank 
account or electronic 
wallet in 2024.

The figure repre-
sents a steady increase 
from 47 per cent in 
2021 and just 25 per 
cent in 2011, under-
scoring "significant" 
strides made over the 
past decade, according 
to Al Mamlaka TV.

The report high-
lights the "pivotal" 
role of digital tech-
nology in driving this 
transformation. Mo-
bile phone penetra-
tion among adults has 
reached 92 per cent, 
while 84 per cent use 

the internet regularly.
This widespread 

digital access has 
translated into chang-
ing financial behav-
iour, with 54 per cent 
of Jordanians sending 
or receiving digital 
payments in 2024.

Government trans-
fers have also become 
increasingly digitised. 
Some 15 per cent of 
adults receive pay-
ments from the gov-
ernment, including 
salaries and social 
assistance, and 75 per 
cent of these payments 
are deposited directly 
into bank accounts or 
electronic wallets.

Despite the gains, a 
gender gap persists. 
The report indicates 
that 68 per cent of 
men hold financial ac-
counts, compared with 
56 per cent of women, 
a 12-percentage-point 

difference.
Formal saving and 

borrowing remain rel-
atively modest.

Only 11 per cent of 
adults reported saving 
money through formal 

financial institutions, 
while 16 per cent said 
they had borrowed 
from banks or other 
regulated financial 
entities.

Meanwhile, 44 per 
cent of Jordanians said 
they would be able to 
raise emergency funds 
within 30 days with-
out significant dif-
ficulty, suggesting a 
degree of financial re-
silience among a size-
able segment of the 
population.

Among the 38 per 
cent of adults who re-
main unbanked, the 
leading reason cited 
was insufficient funds 
(77 per cent). A further 
26 per cent said they 
rely on a family mem-
ber’s account, while 24 
per cent pointed to the 
high cost of financial 
services as a barrier, 
Al Mamlaka reported.

Jordan’s financial inclusion rate rises to 62% in 2024 — WB

US trade partners cautiously welcome court tariff ruling

The report 

highlights 

the 'pivotal' 

role of digital 

technology 

in driving this 

transformation



By Sonia Salfity,
Desperate Dieter , expert 
contributor/family flavours 
magazine 

One of the most valu-
able tools we possess 
is the ability to choose 
our battles wisely. It 
requires intentionality, 
perseverance and self-
discipline, yet the out-
come is often a sense 
of calm, clarity and 
strength that makes 
the effort worthwhile.

But what does choos-
ing our battles truly 
look like in everyday 
life when it comes 
to food? How does 
it translate from a 
thoughtful concept 
into practical action? 

For Desperate Dieters 
like myself, it appears 
in the small, ordinary 
moments; the pause 
before reacting, the de-
cision to let something 
go, or the courage to 
address what genuine-
ly matters.

Here’s a glimpse of 
how that plays out in 

my daily life.

Scenario #1

It’s been a long day at 
work and I can’t wait 
to get home. All I want 
to do is put my feet up 
and watch my favourite 
television show.

I’m far too tired to 
cook, so perhaps I 
should stop at that 
fast-food place on the 
way. Yes, that’s what 
I’ll do. I won’t even feel 
guilty; after all, I’ve 
gone all day without 
eating!

Versus

Scenario #2

I’m so glad I packed 
that protein shake 
this morning. A little 
planning has made all 
the difference! I’m not 
starving on my way 
home. Stopping at the 
fast-food place doesn’t 
even cross my mind. It 
feels liberating. 

Instead, I can pop the 

salmon into the oven 
and enjoy a nourishing, 
protein-rich dinner. 
My husband will be 
pleased too; we needed 
to cook that fish before 
it spoils!Top of Form

Scenario #3

I can’t believe Samia 
brought chocolate cake 
to the office. So much 
for my promise to eat 
healthily! Since I’ve al-
ready given in and had 
a slice, I may as well 
forget the plan alto-
gether and eat what-
ever I like for the rest 
of the day—let’s hope 
tomorrow goes better!

Versus

Scenario #4

I’ve had Samia’s choco-
late cake before and, 
truthfully, I could take 
it or leave it.

It’s not a 10 out of 10 
for me, so I’m going to 
pass this time. Thank-
fully, I started the day 

with a balanced break-
fast and enough pro-
tein  otherwise, resist-
ing might have been far 
more difficult.

Scenario #5

I can’t believe I for-
got to drink any water 
today.
I guess I’ll just have to 
wait after this Palates 
class.

I wonder why I’m 
feeling so tired and 
lightheaded. I think 
I’m also getting a mi-
graine!  This is not 
what I envisioned my 
day to look like! 

Versus

Scenario #6

I’m so glad I filled my 
water bottle last night. 
It makes it so much 
easier in the morning 
when I’m rushing out 
of the house on time.  
Grab and go! This is my 
new motto.

Grab the water bottle, 
protein shake, yoghurt 
and almonds. 

I think I’ll set an 
alarm on my phone to 
remind me to get these 
ready before I go to 
sleep.

Would a soldier go 
to battle without his 
armor and weapons? 
Of course not! So why 
would I send myself 
‘unarmed’ into a world 
that is designed to de-
stroy me?! 

Positive visualisation
One of the most pow-

erful tools we have 
is positive visualisa-
tion which goes hand 
in hand with choosing 
your battles.

You literally have a 
better chance to suc-
ceed if you can take 
a moment to picture 

yourself succeeding. 
Let’s make it a habit 

to see ourselves in the 
different scenarios 
and envision what it 
would look like for us 
to choose the better 
version.  

You are strong 

Take it a step further 
and envision what you 
would feel like if you 
made the poor choice.  
Would you feel bloated, 
uncomfortable, or de-
pressed? Would you feel 

energetic enough to get 
off that couch to finish 
that project that’s way 
past due? 

Would you have 
enough clarity of mind 
to have that tough con-
versation you need to 
have with that friend, 
or will your brain fog 

hinder your efforts? Pic-
ture it and then remind 
yourself that contrary to 
what you believe about 
yourself, you are strong 
enough to make the bet-
ter choice.   

Discovering better ways

You and I both know that 
we do have it in us to 
get up right after losing 
a battle, and dust our-
selves off and reemerge 
stronger because of it.

We also have it in us to 
stop using the strategies 

that failed us in the past 
and are smart enough to 
discover better ways.  

Would you keep us-
ing the wrong fuel to fill 
your car knowing that it 
ruined your engine the 

last time you did that? 
If only we took as much 
care of our bodies as 
we do our cars, we’d not 
only be more mindful of 
what fuel we’re feeding 
ourselves, but we’d also 
make sure it was pure 
and not watered down! 

Life-giving thoughts

Here’s to positive, life-
giving thoughts that we 
can tap into to help us 
not only choose our bat-
tles, but also to win most 
of them! 

Remember, we don’t 
have to win every sin-
gle battle. That wouldn’t 
even be realistic because, 
let’s face it, life happens! 
We all have days where 
we’re so overwhelmed.

The point is to learn 
from our mistakes and 
get up and fight for 
ourselves.

Trust me, if we don’t, 
no one else will and the 
last time I checked, we 
only get this one body. 
Let’s take care of it! 

This article is reprinted with 
permission from Family 
FlavoursMagazine

You can contact Sonia Salfity 
at marsonsher@aol.com
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HOCKEY

USA beats Canada to
win men’s Olympic ice hockey gold

MILAN, Italy (AFP) — The United States beat Canada 
2-1 to win men’s ice hockey gold at the Winter Olympics 
on Sunday, the last medal up for grabs at the Milan-
Cortina Games. Jack Hughes scored the winning goal 
in overtime to hand the US men their first Olympic tri-
umph since the 1980 “Miracle on Ice” win over the So-
viet Union in Lake Placid. The tone for the high-stakes 
games was set early on when the Americans were 
booed when they came out for the warm-up by a crowd 
that appeared to be two-thirds Canadian. But chants 
of “USA, USA” soon rang out and they got louder when 
Matt Boldy gave the Americans a 1-0 lead in the first 
period. Boldy skilfully evaded the challenge of a pair of 
Canadian defenders and scored past goaltender Jordan 
Binnington. Having stopped the first 24 shots he faced, 
USA goaltender Connor Hellebuyck was finally beaten 
in the second period by Cale Makar’s wrist shot that 
squeezed over his pad and into the back of the net.The 
Americans came close to re-taking the lead at the end 
of the second period when Brock Faber’s slap shot de-
flected off both posts but somehow didn’t go in. Once 
the game went into the three-on-three overtime, Hugh-
es applied the golden touch to send his teammates and 
the US supporters into raptures. 

FOOTBALL

Liverpool late show
floors Nottingham Forest

NOTTINGHAM, United Kingdom (AFP) — Alexis Mac 
Allister’s 97th-minute goal rescued Liverpool from a 
lacklustre performance to beat struggling Notting-
ham Forest 1-0 on Sunday in a huge boost to their 
chances of Champions League football next season. 
Forest’s fourth manager of the season, Vitor Pereira, was 
taking charge for the first time in the league and his side 
looked set to earn a deserved point until a dramatic fi-
nale. Mac Allister had a goal ruled out when he charged 
down Ola Aina’s clearance in the closing stages. The ball 
was deemed to have struck the Argentine midfielder on 
the arm. However, to Pereira’s fury, Forest did not heed 
the warning as they sliped to within two points of the 
Premier League relegation zone. Mac Allister swept 
home a rebound after Virgil van Dijk’s header was saved. 
After another lengthy VAR review, this time the call went 
in Liverpool’s favour despite Hugo Ekitike standing in 
an offside position.Liverpool remain in sixth but climb 
level on points with Chelsea and Manchester United 
and within six points of Aston Villa.

AT A GLANCE
Eileen Gu switches slopes
for catwalk after Olympic flourish
LIVIGNO, Italy (AFP) — 
Eileen Gu crowned her 
Olympic Games with a 
gold medal on Sunday, 
saving her best un-
til last. Now she is all 
set for Milan Fashion 
Week.

China’s freeski super-
star started Sunday’s 
women’s halfpipe final 
with two silvers under 
her belt in Italy but yet 
to top the podium.

After fluffing her 
first run in dazzling 
sunshine in Livigno, Gu 
upped her game, soar-
ing to gold.

Gu’s sixth Olympic 
medal means she is 
now the most decorat-
ed freestyle skier in the 
history of the Winter 
Games, taking her clear 
of a tie with Canada’s 
Mikael Kingsbury and 
Chinese teammate Xu 
Mengtao.

The 22-year-old was 
the darling of the Bei-
jing Olympics four 
years ago, where she 
won two gold medals 
and a silver medal, and 
she came to the Milan-
Cortina Games seeking 
a clean sweep.

Gu came up just short 
in slopestyle and big air 
before finally clinching 
top spot in the Italian 
Alps on Sunday.

The US-born freesk-
ier said she was proud 
of her achievements af-
ter taking a “gamble” by 
entering three events — 
she had not competed 
in big air for four years.

“I have done some-
thing that I took a big 
risk in trusting my-
self and I’m glad that 
I did,” she said at her 

post-competition press 
conference

“I walk away as the 
most decorated freesk-
ier of all time, male or 
female. I have the most 
gold medals of any 
freeskier ever, male or 
female.

“And that is some-
thing that I’m so, so 
proud of. It’s unbeliev-
able to me. It’s still 
surreal.”

When asked what 
sets her apart, Gu said 
she is “not afraid to 
try”.

“I take big risks,” 
she said. “And for the 
last two Olympics, it’s 

worked out. But even if 
it hadn’t, I think I left 
nothing on the table.”

Gu is one of the few 
athletes at the Winter 
Games who transcends 
her sport, placing her 
on a similar level to 
US alpine star Lindsey 
Vonn.

Her impact in Bei-
jing was such that she 
featured in Time maga-
zine’s 100 most influen-
tial people in the world 
in 2022.

Last year she was 
fourth on the list of the 
highest-earning wom-
an athletes, according 
to Forbes — the vast 

majority of that earned 
through endorsement 
deals.

Gu’s social media 
numbers confirm her 
global reach — three 
million Instagram fol-
lowers and 14 million 
likes on TikTok.

And the posts also 
give an insight into a 
dizzying, action-packed 
life that features ski-
ing, studying at Stan-
ford and a fashion 
career.

Now that competi-
tion is over, it’s time for 
a change of gear.

“It’s fashion week in 
Milan,” Gu said. “I have 

the other job, the other 
fashion thing.

“I’m really excited to 
just explore some other 
avenues, be creative, 
and explore my femi-
ninity through fashion, 
which is something I’ve 
always loved, and to 
kind of put that in jux-
taposition with skiing 
and with sports.

“And I think they co-
exist so beautifully 
and so I hope to repre-
sent that next week in 
Milan.”

Long term, her aim 
is to do something 
with “global beneficial 
impact”.

“Right now, I’m 
young, I’m energetic,” 
she said. “My body is 
like physically as ca-
pable as it can be com-
pared to, you know, 30 
years down the line.

“So it makes the 
most sense for me to 
do that through the av-
enues that I’m explor-
ing now, fashion, sport 
and skiing.”

Despite her success, 
Gu is no stranger to 
controversy.

She started her sport-
ing career representing 
the United States, only 
to switch allegiance 
to China — where her 
mother is from — in 
2019.

That decision has 
divided opinion in her 
country of birth.

The athlete gave an 
interesting insight 
into the pressure she 
is under earlier at the 
Milan-Cortina Games, 
saying she feels she is 
“carrying the weight 
of two countries on my 
shoulders”.

But she is confident 
that representing Chi-
na gives her the plat-
form to achieve her 
goals, pointing to a 
huge growth of interest 
in snow sports.

“There are kids in 
China, there are girls in 
China whose lives are 
going to be touched by 
the beautiful and won-
derful power of sport,” 
she said.

“So that in and of it-
self is absolutely meas-
ured impact that I think 
I had always wanted. I 
reached that goal and I 
exceeded it.”

Photo of Jordan Pro League

Gold medallist China’s Eileen Gu celebrates with her three Olympic medals (two silver and one gold medal) at Livigno Snow Park, 
in Livigno (Valtellina), on Sunday

The power of the pause
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