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His Majesty King Abdullah meets with Vietnam Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh in Hanoi on
Wednesday to discuss ways to enhance cooperation between Jordan and Vietnam, in service of

mutual interests
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King, Vietnam PM discuss
bilateral cooperation

AMMAN (JT) His
Majesty King Abdullah,
during a meeting with
Vietnam Prime Minister
Pham Minh Chinh in Ha-
noi on Wednesday, dis-
cussed ways to enhance
cooperation  between
Jordan and Vietnam, in
service of mutual inter-
ests.

His Majesty affirmed
Jordan’s readiness to
build on its friendly re-
lations with Vietnam,
and strengthen eco-
nomic, investment and
defence cooperation, ac-
cording to a Royal Court

statement.

The King highlighted
the importance of devel-
oping cooperation be-
tween the two countries
across several sectors,
such as tourism, phar-
maceutical ~ industries,
medical equipment,
agriculture and halal
foods.

The meeting also ad-

dressed regional de-
velopments, with His
Majesty ~ commending

Vietnam's stance in sup-
port of efforts to achieve
peace in the region on
the basis of the two-

state solution, the state-
ment said.

For his part, the prime
minister stressed the
importance of advanc-
ing cooperation between
Jordan and Vietnam
across various sectors.

Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Ay-
man Safadi, Director of
the Office of His Majesty
Alaa Batayneh, Minister
of Industry, Trade and
Supply Yarub Qudah,
and Jordan's non-res-
ident Ambassador to
Vietnam Saed Radaideh
attended the meeting.
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King, Vietnam president
hold talks in Hanoi

%k His Majesty expresses pride in Jordan-Vietnam relations

%k Vietnam-Jordan Business Forum will be held Thursday

*k  Vietnamese president affirms his country’s commitment to expanding relations with Jordan

AMMAN (JT) — His
Majesty King Abdullah
held talks with Vietnam
President Luong Cuong
in Hanoi on Wednesday,
focusing on bilateral re-
lations and regional de-
velopments.

His Majesty expressed
pride in relations be-
tween Jordan and Viet-
nam, which span nearly
45 years, and expressed
the Kingdom’s commit-
ment to enhancing ties
and expanding coop-
eration with Vietnam
across various sectors,
including economic and
defence fields, accord-
ing to a Royal Court
statement.

Speaking about the
Vietnam-Jordan  Busi-
ness Forum, scheduled
to be held Thursday, the
King said it represents a
new phase of coopera-
tion and strengthened
partnerships ~ between
the private sectors of
the two countries across
various fields, which
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His Majesty King Abdullah holds talks with Vietnam President Luong Cuong, focusing on bilateral relations and regional

developments
will serve to build
connections  between

Southeast Asia and the
Middle East, Africa and

Europe, the statement
said.

Discussions ad-
dressed opportunities

to expand economic co-
operation in promising
sectors such as phar-
maceuticals, medical

equipment, agriculture
and halal foods.

Continued on page 5

King meets with Vietnam Communist
Party general-secretary

AMMAN (JT) — His
Majesty King Abdullah
met with General-Secre-
tary of the Communist
Party of Vietnam T6 Lam
in Hanoi on Wednesday.

The meeting touched
on the friendly rela-
tions between the two
countries, with His
Majesty  highlighting
Jordan’s readiness to
explore new horizons
for partnership with Vi-
etnam, particularly in
economic, investment
and defence fields, ac-
cording to a Royal Court
statement.

Discussions also ad-
dressed opportunities to
expand economic coop-
eration in pharmaceu-
ticals, medical equip-
ment, agriculture, halal
foods and food security
efforts.

The meeting was at-
tended by Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
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His Majesty King Abdullah meets with General-Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam

To Lam in Hanoi on Wednesday

Minister Ayman Sa-
fadi, Director of the Of-
fice of His Majesty Alaa

Batayneh, Minister of
Industry, Trade and Sup-
ply Yarub Qudah, and

Jordan's  non-resident
Ambassador to Vietnam
Saed Radaideh.

King meets with chairman
of Vietnam National Assembly

AMMAN (JT) — His
Majesty King Abdullah
met with Chairman of
the National Assem-
bly of Vietnam Tran
Thanh Man in Hanoi on
Wednesday.

The meeting cov-
ered the long-standing
friendship between
Jordan and Vietnam,
ways to enhance par-
liamentary  coopera-
tion, as well as the
latest developments in
the Middle East, par-
ticularly the situation
in Gaza and the West
Bank, according to a
Royal Court statement.

His Majesty com-
mended Vietnam's po-
sition in support of the
two-state solution as
the only way to achieve
Jjust and comprehensive
peace in the region.

Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Min-
ister Ayman Safadi,
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His Majesty King Abdullah meets with Chairman of the National Assembly of Vietnam Tran
Thanh Man to discuss the long-standing friendship between Jordan and Vietnam

Director of the Office
of His Majesty Alaa
Batayneh, Minister of

Industry, Trade and
Supply Yarub Qudah,
and Jordan's non-resi-

dent Ambassador to Vi-
etnam Saed Radaideh
attended the meeting.

JAF receives 16th group of Gaza child patients under medical corridor

AMMAN (JT) — Jordan
on Sunday received the
16th group of child pa-
tients under the “Jor-
dan Medical Corridor”

initiative, launched to
support the Palestin-
ian people and help al-
leviate their suffering.

The Jordan Armed

Forces-Arab Army
(JAF) said that it had
evacuated nine pa-
tients and 16 accom-
panying relatives, who
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The Jordan Armed Forces-Arab Army on Sunday receives the 16th group of child patients un-
der the 'Jordan Medical Corridor initiative, launched to support the Palestinian people and

help alleviate their suffering

will receive treatment
in Jordanian hospitals
in coordination with
the Ministry of Health
and the World Health
Organisation, accord-
ing to a JAF statement.
Since the initiative's
launch in March 2025,
Jordan has evacuated a
total of 1446 individu-
als, comprising 387
patients and 1059 com-
panions, transported
by land and air over
several trips to receive
medical care in Jordan
and other countries.
The initiative was
announced by His Maj-
esty King Abdullah,
during a meeting with
US President Donald
Trump at the White
House on February 11,
2025, to treat 2,000
child patients from
Gaza in successive

stages.

The Jordan Medical
Corridor is one of sev-
eral ongoing initiatives
launched by the King-

dom to support the
people of Gaza.
Jordan runs two

military field hospitals
in Gaza — one in the
Strip's north and was
established in 2009
following the war in
2008 and the second is
in Khan Younis in the
south, which was es-
tablished in November
2023 at the peak of the
Israeli war of aggres-
sion on the coastal en-
clave that erupted on
October 7, 2023.

Besides the field hos -
pitals in Gaza, the JAF
established the Jorda-
nian field hospital in
Nablus in late Novem-
ber 2023.

Jordan, Syria reopen water file with
‘active joint committee’in place

‘We now have an active joint committee
after years of suspension’

By Mai Anati

AMMAN — Jordan and
Syria have reopened
their long-suspended
water file, which rep-
resents an important
step towards restor-
ing structured coop-
eration after years of
progress in managing
shared resources.

A Syrian delegation
recently concluded a
visit to the Ministry
of Water and Irriga-
tion, part of renewed
technical discussions
that build on a previ-
ous joint workshop

Credit

Ariel view of the Wihdeh Dam in the northern region on the

border with Syria

on integrated water
resources manage-
ment held earlier in

Amman.

Continued on page 5
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The Crown Prince Foundatlon on Wednesday concludes the first edition of the 2025 School

Athletics C|

Jordan Athletics Federation

in ip with the Ministry of Education and the

CPF concludes 2025 School
Athletics Championship

AMMAN (JT) — The
Crown Prince Founda-
tion (CPF) on Wednes-
day concluded the first
edition of the 2025
School Athletics Cham-
pionship, organised in
partnership with the
Ministry of Education
and the Jordan Athlet-
ics Federation.

The CPF said that the
championship aligns
with the vision of HRH
Crown Prince Hussein
to empower young peo-
ple and develop their
skills, aiming to build
an aware and capable
sporting  generation
and promote school
sports culture through
national partnerships,
according to a minis-
try statement.

It also seeks to
identify and nurture
athletic talent from
an early stage while
instilling key values
such as self-confi-
dence, teamwork, dis-
cipline, commitment
and perseverance.

Around 8,000 stu-
dents from schools
across  the  King-
dom participated in
the  championship,
which featured 60-
and 100-metre races
through school and

regional qualifying
rounds, culminating
in finals that saw the
participation of 48 stu-
dents, where 18 win-
ners were honoured

across the different
categories.
The event

concluded with
the awarding
of winners and
the recognition
of referees and
participating
directorates,
reflecting a
spirit of positive
competition
and
achievement

The closing ceremo-
ny also included inspi-
rational stories from
prominent Jordanian
athletes, with football-
er Muhannad Mahadin
sharing his journey

and emphasising the
importance of invest-
ing in sporting talent
from school stages.

Taekwondo champi-
on Juliana Sadiq also
spoke about her ca-
reer and achievements,
highlighting the role
of family support and
mental preparation
in turning challenges
into opportunities.

The event concluded
with the awarding of
winners and the recog-
nition of referees and
participating  directo-
rates, reflecting a spir-
it of positive competi-
tion and achievement.

The CPF stressed it
is preparing to launch
the second phase of the
championship to ex-
pand participation and
discover more sporting
talent nationwide.

The closing cere-
mony was held at the
Amman International
Stadium under the pa-
tronage of Ministry of
Education Secretary-
General for Educa-
tional Affairs Nawaf
Ajarmeh, and attended
by CPF Executive Di-
rector Tamam Mango
and Chairman of the
Jordan Athletics Fed-
eration Rami Adwan.

Princess Ghida, Dar Al Handasah sign
agreement to support KHCC projects

AMMAN (JT) — HRH
Princess  Ghida Ta-
lal, Chairperson of the
Board of Trustees of
the King Hussein Can-
cer Foundation (KHCF)
and Centre (KHCC), on
Wednesday signed a
cooperation agreement
with Dar Al Handasah
(Shair and Partners),
represented by its CEO
Talal Shair.

The agreement is part
of Dar Al Handasah's
contribution to support-
ing KHCF's mission in
fighting cancer, particu-
larly by providing de-
sign services for future
projects, which include
designing a building
for paediatric oncology
treatment and a haema-
tology and bone marrow
transplantation centre
for adult patients, the
Jordan News Agency,
Petra, reported.

During the
ceremony, Princess
Ghida  stressed the
importance of this co-
operation, noting: “We
highly appreciate this
partnership with Dar
Al Handasah, which
will play a significant

signing

e
»
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HRH Princess Ghida Talal, Chalrperson of the Board of Trustees of the King Hussein Cancer Foundation and Centre, on

with Dar Al

signsa

role in saving the lives
of cancer patients and
contribute to raising the
level of care we provide
to our patients. ”

Shair said: “Stemming
from our absolute sup-
port for the critical role
played by KHCF in pro-
viding comprehensive
care for cancer patients
across Jordan, and our
belief that the integra-

tion of engineering,
medical, and social work
forms a fundamental
pillar in confronting
health and humanitar-
ian challenges.”

He added: “We are
honoured to be part of
this work. This part-
nership enhances joint
efforts to support can-
cer patients, especially
children, by providing

(Shair and Partners)

innovative design solu-
tions that contribute to
ensuring the best pos-
sible physical and psy-
chological care for them,
reflecting the spirit of
hope and supporting the
journey of recovery, and
reinforcing Jordan's
medical status in the
region.”

The agreement is part
of the KHCF's efforts

to expand its capac-
ity and continue provid-
ing full and advanced
care to cancer patients
from Jordan and the
region, supported by
leading national insti-
tutions that believe in
the importance of com-
munity partnership in
backing the health sec-
tor and enhancing its
sustainability.

Army chief inaugurates facilities at Airports
and Protection Directorate

Security

AMMAN (JT) — Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff Maj. Gen. Yousef
Huneiti on Wednesday
visited the Airports Se-
curity and Protection
Directorate, where he
was briefed on the di-
rectorate’s roles and re-
sponsibilities, ongoing
operations and training
programmes.

During the visit,
which was attended by
several senior Jordan

Arme; Forces-Arab
Army (JAF) officers,
Huneiti also checked

on the directorate’s ini-
tiatives, according to a
JAF statement.
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‘Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Maj. Gen. Yousef Huneiti
on Wednesday visits the Airports Security and Protection
Directorate, where he was briefed on the directorate’s roles

and responsibilities

He also inaugurated
a number of adminis-
trative buildings and

facilities, including a
mosque within the di-
rectorate premises, and

inspected the proce-
dures for security and
protection at airports
and on aircraft, which
are implemented in ac-
cordance with the lat-
est operational stand-
ards and protocols.
Huneiti stressed the
importance of provid-
ing all possible services
and facilities to passen-
gers, noting that such
efforts reflect JAF's
professionalism and ef-
ficiency in dealing with
visitors to the Kingdom.
The army chief also
highlighted the need to
maintain the highest
standards of perform-

ance in coordination
with other institutions
and security agencies
operating at airports,
praising the efforts
of the directorate’s
personnel.

The buildings were
constructed and
equipped according
to the highest techni-
cal standards by the
Military Housing and
‘Works Directorate, aim-
ing to enhance admin-
istrative facilities and
provide comfort for the
directorate’s  person-
nel, ensuring optimal
performance of their
duties.

Senate participates in inaugural

Inter-Parliamentary Speakers’ Co

AMMAN (JT) — A del-
egation from the Senate,
headed by Chairman of
the Administrative Com-

bership of Senator Rakan
Fawaz, participated in the
inaugural  Inter-Parlia-
mentary Speakers’ Con-
femnce 1ISC! held in the
Pakistani capital Islama-
bad, under the theme:
"Peace, Security, and Sus-
tainable

Inter-Parliamentary
Speakers’ Conference (ISC)
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A delegation from the Senate participates in the inaugural

e D

Krishan descnbed the
conference as “a precious
opportunity that must
be seized and a serious
responsibility that must
be shouldered”, the Jor-
dan News Agency, Petra,
reported.

He added that the event
will grant a deep under-
standing and an effective,
comprehensive  briefing
on the essence of the chal-

Int y Speakers' C

Pakistani capital Islamabad

lenges facing the aspira-
tions and ambitions of
nations in their endeav-
ours to establish the foun-
dations of peace, consoli-
date the components of
security, and accelerate

held in the
roles, the synergy of
their efforts and their

soft power, represented
by effective parliamen-
tary diplomacy, will be
an influential party in the
equation of peace, secun'

Krishan  underscored
that parliaments, through
the integration of their

bndge capable of i 1g;nmng
civilisation = communica-
tion between nations and

nference in Pakistan

peoples.

He stressed the impor-
tance for countries that
are experiencing border
disputes and conflicts to
adopt the path of dialogue
and negotiation, and pri-
oritise the language of
reason and wisdom in
addressing their differ-
ences, to ensure stability,
preserves the interests of
their peoples and paves
the way for peace, secu-
rity and prosperity.

Krishan said that the
recent Israeli war on the
Gaza Strip exposed to the
entire world the true face
of Israel and the brutal-
ity of its barbaric army,
which has committed
genocide crimes against
the Palestinian people.

He reiterated Jordan's
steadfast position in de-
fending the historical
rights of the Palestinian

people, foremost among
them the establishment
of their independent state
on the pre-1967 borders,
with East Jerusalem as
its capital.

The senator stressed
that His Majesty King
Abdullah has made the
Hashemite  Custodian-
ship over Islamic and
Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem a solid pillar
at the core of his political
discourse and diplomatic
efforts.

On the sidelines of
the conference, the Sen-
ate delegates, accompa-
nied by the Jordanian
Ambassador to Pakistan
Maeen Khraishat, met
with Chairman of the
Pakistani Senate Yousuf
Raza Gillani over ways to
enhance parliamentary
relations between the two
countries.

Ataruz revea

By Saeb Rawashdeh

AMMAN Although
Ataruz, located some
23 kilometres south of
Madaba, is best known
for its Iron Age temple
and remarkable Moa-
bite religious heritage,
the site also witnessed a
“significant” chapter in
its life during the Islamic
period.

Evidence shows that
Ataruz continued to be
inhabited during both
the Early Islamic and es-
pecially the Mid-Islamic
(Mamluk) periods, noted
Professor Chang-ho Ji

from La Sierra University.
The professor added
that the early phase left
only light traces of activ-
ity—likely small groups
or temporary use—but
by the late 13th century,
the hilltop evolved into
a thriving rural village
with several housing
units, stone-paved floors,
and domestic installa-
tions such as “tabuns”.
"Families  built new
homes while also reus-
ing building stones and
architectural  features
from the earlier Iron Age
structures,” Ji continued,
adding that during the

Islamic period, the site’s
role shifted dramati-
cally—from a sacred and
political hub to a village
rooted in everyday family
life and local economy.

Finds from the Is-
lamic layers are rather
abundant.

They include house-
hold tools such as grind-
ing stones, mortars,
pestles, jars and lamps;
textile-related items
like spindle whorls and
metal

personal  adornment—
bracelets, earrings, pen-
dants, beads, and even

carnelian stones linked
to long-distance trade
and Islamic devotional
traditions, the professor
elaborated.

"These discoveries re-
veal a picture of modest
prosperity,  craftsman-
ship and a community
engaged not only in sub-
sistence but also in cul-
tural expression and
trade networks that
reached as far as Cairo,
Mesopotamia and India.”

“While the Islamic pe-
riod did not replicate the
monumental  grandeur
of the Iron Age, it offers
something equally com-

|s‘vibrant’Islamic-period village life, enduring folklore

pelling for a modern au-
dience: A human-centred
window into medieval
village life in Jordan,
showcasing  resilience,
adaptation, and cultural
continuity through the
reuse of Iron Age land-
scapes,” Ji underlined.
While Ataruz was re-
occupied during the Ot-
toman Period, there is
no evidence that the site
retained any cultic func-
tion during the Hellen-
istic-Roman or Islamic
periods. However, the
memory of its sacred
past continued in local
imagination.
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The Ministry of

signs an

with the UN-Habitat to

in Al Husseiniya

g

Agriculture Ministry, UN-Habitat sign
agreement to enhance water harvesting

AMMAN (JT) — The
Ministry of Agricul-
ture on Wednesday
signed an agreement
with the UN-Habitat
to implement a project
aimed at enhancing
the ecosystem through
sustainable water har-
vestmg in Al Hussein-
iya, in the southern
governorate of Maan.

Under the $253,000
project funded by UN-
Habitat, a water catch-
ment pond would be
established in the Al
Husseiniya area to
support  agricultural
and pastoral activities
and strengthen water
security in the region,
according to a minis-
try statement.

The initiative comes
as part of national ef-
forts to promote the
sustainable manage-
ment of water resourc-
es and address chal-
lenges posed by water
scarcity and climate
change through inno-
vative, practical solu-

tions focused on rain-
water harvesting and
efficient water use in
arid areas.
Agriculture  Minis-
ter Saeb Khraisat said
the project builds on
the ministry’s ongoing
achievements ~ within
its water harvesting
strategy and aligns
with the executive pro-
gramme of the Eco-
nomic Modernisation
Vision for 2026-2029,
which prioritises wa-
ter and food security
and the efficient use of
natural resources.
Khraisat highlighted
the important role of
UN agencies operat-
ing in Jordan, par-
ticularly UN-Habitat,
in supporting govern-
ment-led development
and environmental
projects,  describing
the collaboration as
“a successful model of
partnership  between
national institutions
and international
organisations”.

UN-Habitat Regional
Representative Rania
Hedaya underscored
the proJects impor-
tance in enhancing
the resilience of local
communities in Maan
against climate change
through  sustainable
water ~ management.
She mnoted that the
agency continues to
support national ini-
tiatives aimed at im-
proving the quality of
life in both urban and
rural areas.

The project focuses
on developing rain-
water harvesting sys-
tems, particularly wa-
ter ponds, in line with
Jordan’s National Cli-
mate Change Policy
(2022-2050) and the
National Disaster Risk
Reduction Strategy
(2023-2030), consist-
ent with the Kingdom's
commitment to achiev-
ing the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals, no-
tably Goal 6 on clean
water and sanitation.
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Prince Hassan meets with
academics, industrialists in Irbid

Prince highlights importance of integration between industry, scientific research

AMMAN (JT) — HRH
Prince El Hassan,
president of the High-
er Council for Science
and Technology, on
Wednesday visited Al
Hassan Industrial Es-
tate and Yarmouk Uni-
versity in Irbid.

During the visit,
the prince met with a
number of industrial
and academic lead-
ers, emphasising the
importance of boost-
ing integration among
education, scientific
research and industry
to support sustainable
national development,
the Jordan News Agen-
cy, Petra, reported.

At Al Hassan Indus-
trial Estate, Prince El
Hassan was briefed on
recent developments
and key achievements
in the fields of indus-
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HRH Prince El Hassan, president of the Higher Council for Science and Technology, on
Wednesday visits Al Hassan Industrial Estate and Yarmouk University in Irbid

try, investment, and
employment.

In an open dialogue

with experts from the
industrial, trade and
investment sectors, as

well as academics and
business leaders, the
prince highlighted the

need to link industrial
companies with voca-
tional training institu-
tions and universities
to develop technical
skills and enhance
workforce efficiency in
service of the national
economy.

He underscored the
significance of creat-
ing job opportunities
and promoting eco-
nomic empowerment
to boost productiv-
ity and keep pace with
global transforma-
tions towards digital

prince  also
called for enhancing
the competitiveness
of Al Hassan Indus-
trial Estate as a hub
for quality industrial
investment and pro-
duction in northern
Jordan.

Prince El Hassan
stressed the need to
continue bridging the
gap between academia
and industry to en-
hance the national in-
novation  ecosystem
and align educational
outputs with labour
market needs.

During his visit to
Yarmouk  University,
accompanied by HRH
Princess Sumaya,
Prince El Hassan met
with presidents of Jor-
danian universities in
a meeting dedicated to
discussing two main
topics: The impor-
tance of linking sci-
entific research with
the industrial sector
and preparations for
the upcoming “Youth
and Renaissance” con-
ference scheduled for
April.

AlMamlaka TV photo

The Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company in Zarqa receives
around 3,430 barrels of Iraqi crude oil between October 11
and November 10,2025, under the framework of the renewed
memorandum of understanding signed between the two

countries

3,430 barrels of Iraqi oil
arrive at Zarqa Refinery
under extended MoU

AMMAN (JT) — The
Jordan Petroleum Re-
finery Company in
Zarqa has received
around 3,430 barrels
of Iraqi crude oil be-
tween October 11 and
November 10, 2025,
under the frame-
work of the renewed
memorandum of un-
derstanding  signed
between  the two
countries.

According to the
Ministry of Energy
and Mineral Resourc-
es, the deliveries were
part of the quantities
that had been delayed
due to logistical rea-
sons, the public serv-

ice broadcaster Al
Mamlaka TV reported.

The ministry said
the continuation of
these shipments en-
sures the steady sup-
ply of a portion of Jor-
dan’s crude oil needs,
in line with the energy
cooperation agree-
ments between the
two countries.

It also said that the
move reflects the on-
going cooperation
between Amman and
Baghdad in the ener-
gy sector and aims to
bolster economic ties
and enhance Jordan's
energy security.

Early winter drought raises concerns over
Kingdom’s agricultural sector, food supply

By Maria Weldali

AMMAN — As Novem-
ber progresses without
significant rainfall,
farmers and agricul-
tural experts are warn-
ing that another dry
start to the winter
season could threaten
crop production and
intensify economic
pressure on the coun-
try’s struggling farm-
ing sector.

Adnan Khaddam,
president of the Jor-
dan Valley Farmers Un-
ion, described the situ-
ation as “worrying but
not surprising”.

Speaking to The Jor-
dan Times, he noted
that rainfall patterns
have become increas-
ingly erratic in re-
cent vyears, delaying
the planting of winter
and  disrupt-
agricultural

“Farmers are anx-
ious because the rain
has simply not come.
The soil remains too
dry for seeding, espe-
cially in rain-fed areas,
and every day of delay
adds more risk and ex-
pense,” he said.

Rain-fed agriculture

Tfile

Farmers and agricultural experts warn that another dry start
to the winter season could threaten crop production

remains vital to Jor-
dan's rural economy,
particularly in the
northern and central
highlands, where crops
such as barley and leg-
umes depend almost
entirely on natural pre-
cipitation, he added.

Khaddam noted that
this year’s lack of early
rain has already re-
duced the planted area
compared with previ-
ous seasons.

“Many farmers are
holding off, waiting

for rain. If it does not
come soon, they will
face a shorter grow-
ing window and likely
lower yields,” he said.

Engineer Laila Bani
Amer, an agricultural
consultant,  stressed
that dry soil conditions
have halted sowing of
wheat and chickpeas.
“Without sufficient
moisture, germination
fails and seeds go to
waste.

Some farmers have
resorted to irrigation

to prepare their land,
but the costs are high,
especially with ris-
ing diesel and water-
pumping prices,” she
noted.

AT A GLANCE

Army intercep

ts drugs smuggled from Syria

AMMAN (JT) — The Northern Military
Zone on Wednesday intercepted an at-
tempted narcotics smuggling operation
along its northern frontiers. Authori-
ties detected projectiles carrying drugs
launched from Syrian territory towargs
Jordan, according to an army statement.
Following intensified search and inspec-
tion operations, the projectiles were
seized and handed over to the competent

authorities.

Northern Jordan residents
feel tremors after Cyprus earthquake

AMMAN (JT) — The Jordan Seismological
Observatory (JSO) at the Ministry of Energy
and Mineral Resources on Wednesday evening
recorded a 5.9-magnitude earthquake that
struck Cyprus at 5:23pm, according to JSO
Director Ghassan Sweidan. Sweidan said the
main quake was followed by several after-
shocks ranging in magnitude between 2.9 and
4.0 on the Richter scale. He added that resi-
dents in the northern parts of Jordan felt the

tremor.

PSD director, Canadian ambassador discuss

The impli-
cations extend beyond
the fields. Reduced lo-
cal production often
increases reliance on
imports, placing fur-
ther strain on the coun-
try’s trade balance. Al-
ready, the Ministry of
Agriculture said that
it is evaluating the
possibility of import-
ing olive oil after weak
rainfall affected the
flowering of olive trees
in several regions.

Khaddam  warned
that these recurring
weather shocks high-
light the need for
greater investment in
sustainable irrigation
systems and climate-
adaptation measures.

Each day without
rain adds to the uncer-
tainty faced by Jorda-
nian farmers. A delay
that used to be rou-
tine now appears as a
symptom of broader
climate change, threat-
ening the stability of
the nation’s agricul-
ture and food systems.

(BJ, Finance Ministry sign
agreement to link e-payment system with GFMIS

AMMAN (JT) — The
Central Bank of Jor-
dan (CBJ) and the
Ministry of Finance
on Wednesday signed
a cooperation agree-
ment to complete the
electronic linkage with
the Government Fi-
nancial Management
Information  System
(GFMIS), which is im-
plemented across all
ministries and public
institutions.

The agreement aims
to automate all finan-
cial operations re-
lated to the ministry
through systems devel-
oped by the CBJ, using
the bank’s digital cer-
tificate infrastructure,
according to a CBJ

statement.

Under the agree-
ment, the CBJ and the
Ministry of Finance
will develop an inte-
grated electronic con-
nection system with
the GFMIS to execute
cash transfer requests
swiftly, securely and
efficiently, thereby im-
proving service quality
and enhancing client
satisfaction.

The system will auto-
mate services provided
to government clients
of the CBJ, significant-
ly reducing processing
time for high-volume
transactions, the state-
ment read.

In 2024 alone, non-
automated  transfers

for the government
sector, excluding sal-
ary payments, totalled
around 3,350 transac-
tions worth over JD7
billion.

The new system is
expected to enhance
institutional integra-
tion and save time and
effort.

CBJ Deputy Gover-
nor Khaldoun Washah
said the linkage aims
to improve the quality
of electronic banking
services provided to
the government sector,
noting that the new
system will enhance fi-
nancial resource man-
agement, provide accu-
rate and timely data to
support decision-mak-

ing, and strengthen fi-
nancial oversight.

Finance Ministry
Secretary General Sa-
lem Qudah said the
linkage will save time,
effort and money for
individuals and insti-
tutions, ensuring that
fund transfers from
ministries and depart-
ments using GFMIS
are conducted securely
and efficiently in ac-
cordance with finan-
cial regulations.

He added that the
system will also re-
duce human errors,
eliminate risks related
to lost or damaged
cheques, and gradu-
ally resolve pending
transactions.

f

security

AMMAN (JT) — Public Security Directorate
(PSD) Director Maj. Gen. Obeidallah Maaytah
met on Wednesday with Canadian Ambas-
sador to the Kingdom Louis Martin Omaie
to explore ways of strengthening security
cooperation between the two countries. The
meeting focused on improving operational ef-
ficiency and exchanging specialised expertise
in line with international standards, accord-
ing to a PSD statement. Maaytah highlighted
the strong ties between both countries, par-
ticularly in policing and security and under-
scored the importance of sharing pioneering
experiences to enhance public safety and sup-
port joint crime-fighting efforts. The ambas-

sador

ded the PSD's ad at

both strategic and operational levels and re-
affirmed Canada’s commitment to continued
collaboration, praising the directorate’s pro-
fessionalism in delivering security and hu-
manitarian services that bolster community

stability.

Army chief, NATO official discuss cooperation

AMMAN (JT) — Chair-
man of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff Maj.
Gen. Yousef Huneiti
on Wednesday met
with Director General
of NATO’s Interna-
tional Military Staff
Gen. Janusz Adamczak
and the accompanying
delegation.

During the meeting,
attended by several
senior Jordan Armed
Forces-Arab Army
(JAF) officers, the two
sides discussed as-
pects of military coop-
eration and coordina-
tion, as well as ways
to enhance the part-
nership in the fields of
training and exchange
of expertise, in a man-
ner that contributes
to achieving regional
security and stability,

JAF photo

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Maj. Gen. Yousef Huneiti
on Wednesday meets with Director General of NATO's
International Military Staff Gen. Janusz Adamczak

according to a second
JAF statement.
In September, NATO

announced the open-
ing of its Liaison Of-
fice (NLO) in Amman,

describing it as an
“important milestone
in  the long-stand-
ing partnership” be-
tween Jordan and the
Alliance.

The Liaison Office
builds on three dec-
ades of NATO and
Jordan cooperation
and marks the Alli-
ance's first political
presence in the Mid-
dle East, reflecting
NATO’s  commitment
to strengthening re-
gional dialogue and
cooperation.

The NATO Liaison
Office also serves as
a central platform for
advancing joint initia-
tives and accelerating
coordination between
NATO and Jordan in
addressing emerging
regional challenges.

Cassation Court upholds 3-year sentence for man engaged in sexual activities with minor

By Rana Husseini

AMMAN — The Cas-
sation Court upheld a
January 2024 Criminal
Court decision to sen-
tence a man to three
years in prison after
convicting him of en-
gaging in consensual

sexual activities with a
minor in July 2022.

The Criminal Court
handed the defendant a
three-year prison term
after convicting him of
engaging in sexual ac-
tivities with a 17-year-
old girl five times in
July.

Court documents said
the defendant and the
victim developed a re-
lationship a few weeks
before the incident.

“The defendant gave
the victim a mobile to
use for communica-
tions between them,”
the court stated.

The two filmed them-
selves in intimate po-
sitions and exchanged
photos and videos, the
court added.

The two also decided
to meet alone in mid-
July of 2022 when her
family was not at home,
the court maintained.

The two engaged in
“consensual sexual
activities five times”,
according to  court
papers.

The matter was ex-
posed a few weeks later
when the victim's fami-
ly found the mobile and
discovered its content

and filed a complaint
against him, the court
added.

The defendant con-
tested the Criminal
Court’s ruling through
his lawyer, claiming
that the “victim gave
contradictory state-
ments regarding the

incident”.

Meanwhile, the Crim-
inal Court’s attorney
general asked the high-
er court to uphold the
ruling.

The Cassation Court
ruled that the Criminal
Court's judgement fell
within the law, that the

proceedings were prop-
er and that the sentence
given was satisfactory.

The Cassation Court
tribunal comprised of
judges Mahmoud Ebt-
oush, Rizeq Abulfool,
Fawzi Nahar, Ibrahim
Abu Shamma and Ma-
jid Rafaya.
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Lebanese say Israel preventing post-war reconstruction

MSAILEH, Lebanon
(AFP) — When engineer
Tarek Mazraani started
campaigning for the re-
construction of war-bat-
tered southern Lebanon,
Israeli drones hovered
ominously overhead
— their loudspeakers
sometimes calling him
out by name.

Despite a ceasefire
struck last November
aiming to put an end
to more than a year of
fighting with Hizbol-
lah , Israel has kept up
near-daily strikes on
Lebanon.

In addition to hitting
alleged militants, it has
recently also targeted
bulldozers, excava-
tors and prefabricated
houses, often saying
they were part of efforts
to restore Hizbollah
infrastructure.

The bombing has
prevented tens of thou-
sands of people from re-
turning to their homes,
and has made rebuild-

ing  heavily-damaged
border villages like
Mazraani's Hula ; al-

most impossible.

"For us, the war has
not ended,” Mazraani,
61, told AFP.

"We can't return to our
villages, rebuild or even
check on our homes."

In cash-strapped
Lebanon,  authorities
have yet to begin recon-
struction  efforts, and
have been hoping for
international  support,
particularly from Gulf
countries.

They have also blamed
Israeli strikes for pre-
venting efforts to re-
build, which the World
Bank estimates could

AFP photo

Plumes of smoke billow following an Israeli strike in the outskirts of the southern Lebanese village of Qatrani near Jezzine on Monday

cost $11 billion.

Eager to go back
home, Mazraani estab-
lished the “Association
of the Residents of Bor-
der Villages" to call for
the return of displaced
people and the start of
reconstruction.

He even started mak-
ing plans to rebuild
homes he had previous-
ly designed.

But in October, Israeli
drones flew over south-

ern villages, broadcast-
ing a message through

loudspeakers.
They called out Maz-
raani by name and

urged residents to expel
him, implicitly accusing
him of having ties with
Hizbollah , which he
denies.

Asked by AFP, the Is-
raeli army would not
say on what basis they
accuse Mazraani  of
working with Hizbol-

lah.

"They are bombing
prefabricated  houses,
and not allowing any-
one to get close to the
border," said Mazraani,
who has moved to Bei-
rut for fear of Israel's
threats.

"They are saying: no
reconstruction  before
handing over the weap-
ons," he added, referring
to Israel's demand that
Hizbollah disarm.

'Nothing military here'

Amnesty International
has estimated that "more
than 10,000 structures
were heavily damaged
or destroyed" between
October of last year —
when Israel launched
a ground offensive into
southern Lebanon
and late January.

It noted that much of
the destruction followed
the November 2024

truce that took effect af-
ter two months of open
war.

Just last month, Israe-
1i strikes destroyed more
than 300 bulldozers and
excavators in yards in
the Msaileh area, one
of which belonged to
Ahmed Tabaja, 65.

Surrounded by
burned-out machinery,
his hands stained black,
Tabaja said he hoped to
repair just five of his 120

vehicles destroyed in the
strikes , a devastating
loss amounting to five
million dollars.

"Everyone knows
there is nothing military
here," he insisted.

The vyards, located
near the highway, are
open and visible. "There
is nothing to hide," he
said.

In a nearby town,
Hussein Kiniar, 32, said
he couldn't believe his
eyes as he surveyed the
heavy machinery garage
his father built 30 years
ago.
He said Israel struck
the family's yard twice:
first during the war, and
again in September after
it was repaired.

The first strike cost
five million dollars, and
the second added an-
other seven million in
losses, he estimated.

"I watched everything
burn right before my
eyes," Kiniar said.

The Israeli army said
that day it had tar-
geted "a Hizbollah site
in the Ansariyah area
of southern Lebanon,
which stored engineer-
ing vehicles intended to
rebuild the terrorist or-
ganisation's capabilities
and support its terrorist
activity".

Kiniar denied that he
or the site were linked to
Hizbollah .

"We are a civilian
business," he said.

Disarmament

States over alleged Hiz-
bollah ties.

Under US pressure
and fearing an escala-
tion in strikes, the Leb-
anese government has
moved to begin disarm-
ing Hizbollah , a plan
the movement and its
allies oppose.

But Israel accuses Bei-
rut of acting too slowly
and, despite the stipula-
tion in the ceasefire that
it withdraws, it main-
tains troops in five areas
in southern Lebanon.

Hizbollah , mean-
while, insists Israel pull
back, stop its attacks
and allow reconstruc-
tion to begin before it
can discuss the fate of
its weapons.

In the aftermath of the
2006 war with Israel,
Hizbollah spearheaded
rebuilding in the south,
with much of the effort
financed by Iran.

But this time, the
group's financial deal-
ings have been under
heightened scrutiny.

It has insisted the
state should fund post-
war reconstruction, and
it has only paid compen-
sation for its own asso-
ciates' rent and repairs.

For three long sea-
sons, olive grower Mo-
hammed Rizk, 69, hasn't
been able to cultivate
his land.

He now lives with his
son just outside the city
of Nabatiyeh, having
been forced out of his
border vlllage where his

In October, Israel killed
two engineers working
for a company sanc-
tioned by the United

brant grove lies
neglected.

"The war hasn't end-
ed," he said. "It will only
be over when we return
home."

Trump claims 'obligation'
to sue BBC over speech edit

WASHINGTON ~ (AFP)
— US President Donald
Trump said he had an
"obligation” to sue the
BBC over a misleading
speech edit, stopping
short of announcmg le-
gal action in a Fox News
interview aired on Tues-

day.
Trump's lawyers
threatened  the  Brit-

ish broadcaster with a
billion-dollar lawsuit on
Monday, according to
a letter seen by AFP, as
the BBC apolog-jsed for

giving the impression
the president had urged
"violent action" ahead of
the 2021 assault on the
US Capitol.

In the Fox News inter-
view, which was record-
ed Monday, Trump was
asked if he planned to
sue the BBC.

"I guess I have to, why
not?" said the president
in his first public com-
ments on the potential
for legal action.

"I think I have an ob-
ligation to do it because
you can't allow people
to do that," Trump said,

without confirming
whether he had officially
begun proceedings to file
a defamation lawsuit.

"They defrauded the
public and they've ad-
mitted it."

Britain "is supposedly
one of our great allies”,
and ‘the government
has a chunk of that one",
Trump added, referring
to the BBC.

British Prime Minister
Keir Starmer's Labour
government has been
performing a tightrope
act between backing the
publicly funded broad-
caster's  independence
without seeming to take
a side against Trump.

The BBC director gen-
eral and the organisa-
tion's top news executive
resigned Sunday over the
controversy.

The BBC has said that
it would "review" the let-
ter from Trump's legal
team. BBC chair Samir
Shah issued a public
apology on Monday for
an "error of judgement"
made in the editing.

Fifty-seven percent

of Britons believe the
BBC should apologise
directly to the American
president, according to
a YouGov poll published
on Tuesday. But a quar-
ter were against such an
apology.

The row comes at a
politically sensitive time
for the BBC, which is due
to renegotiate the Royal

Charter that outlines the
corporation's  govern-
ance. Its current charter
will end in 2027.

Trump has been ac-
cused of launching a
number of lawsuits to
stifle criticism in US me-
dia since returning to
power in January.

The BBC documen-
tary featuring the edited
Trump speech was aired
last year.

It appeared he had told
supporters he was going
to walk to the US Capitol
with them and "fight like
hell,” but he also told the
audience in the interven-
ing period: "We're going
to cheer on our brave
senators and congress-
men and women."

42 feared dead in migrant shipwreck off

GENEVA (AFP) — The
United Nations said
on Wednesday that 42
migrants were missing
and presumed dead af-
ter a boat capsized off
the Libyan coast last
week.

It was the latest in a
series of similar disas-
ters in a stretch of the
Mediterranean Sea that
have claimed the lives
of more than a thou-
sand people so far this
year.

Seven survivors were
rescued after six days
adrift, the UN's Inter-
national Organisation
for Migration (IOM)
said in a statement.

“According to survi-
vors, some individuals
were wearing life jack-
ets while others held

onto the overturned
boat,” an IOM spokes-
man told AFP.

The vessel, carrying
47 men and two wom-
en, left Zuwara, west of
Tripoli, on November
3 before high waves
caused the engine to
fail around six hours
later, the IOM said.
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An aerial ph
coast guard on April 25

The boat capsized,
throwing all passen-
gers overboard, the
statement added.

On Saturday, the Lib-
yan authorities carried
out a search and rescue
operation near the Al
Buri oil field.

“After drifting at sea

for six days, only seven
men, four from Sudan,
two from Nigeria and
one from Cameroon ,
were rescued,” the IOM
said.
“Tragically, 42 indi-
viduals remain miss-
ing and are presumed
dead, including 29
from Sudan, eight from
Somalia, three from
Cameroon and two
from Nigeria.”

IOM staff gave the
survivors  emergency
medical care, food and

water once they were
brought ashore. They
were transferred to

Tripoli.

“Their health condi-
tion is reported to be
quite good, considering
their ordeal, apart from
and skin irritations
from salt water,” the
IOM spokesman said.

More than 1,000 mi-
grants have died this
year attempting the
main central Mediter-
ranean crossing be-
tween North Africa and
southern Europe, ac-
cording to IOM figures.

“With this latest
shipwreck, the total
has risen even further,
reinforcing the urgent
need for strengthened
regional  cooperation,
expanded safe and reg-
ular migration path-

tsea by the Libyan

their

ways, and more effec-
tive search and rescue
operations to prevent
further loss of life,” the
I0M said.

A European Com-
mission spokesperson
told AFP: “These tragic
events once again un-
derline the need to
intensify joint efforts
with our partners, in-
cluding Libya, to pre-
vent such dangerous
journeys and to combat
the criminal networks
of migrant smugglers
that put lives at risk.”

UNHCR, the UN refu-
gee agency, estimates
that over 1,700 people
have died or are miss-
ing on the wider Medi-
terranean and West Af-
rica migration routes
in the Atlantic this
year.

Libya-UN

In total, around
33,000 migrants are
considered dead or
missing in the Mediter-
ranean since the start
of 2014, according to
the IOM's Missing Mi-
grants Project.

MSF relaunches rescue
missions

The medical humanitar-
ian organisation Doctors
Without Borders (MSF)
said Tuesday that it was
relaunching its search
and rescue activities in
the central Mediterrane-
an, having halted them
in December 2024.

Its new vessel, Oy-
von, was previously
an ambulance ship in
Norway.

“We have returned to
carry out the duty of
rescue for those who
find themselves in
distress at sea, forced
to take unseaworthy
boats, after having en-
dured deplorable and

inhumane conditions,
detention, abuse and
extortion in Libya,”

said Juan Matias Gil,
MSF's search and res-
cue representative.
MSF said the switch
to a smaller, faster ves-
sel was in response to
what it called Italy's
“restrictive” practices
towards its previous,
larger rescue vessel.
MSF said the crew
included a doctor and
a nurse able to treat
people for hypother-
mia, fuel inhalation
and fuel burns as well
as wounds sustained in
the “cycle of abuse and
detention” in Libya.
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Iraq’s Sudani secures ‘major victory’
in general election — sources close to PM

BAGHDAD (AFP) — In-
cumbent Iragi Prime
Minister Mohammed
Shia Al Sudani, who is
vying for a second term,
has scored a big win in
general elections, sources
close to the premier said
on Wednesday.

Iraqis on Tuesday
headed to the polls for
a general election that
came as the country ex-
periences a rare moment
of calm in a region roiled
by recent conflicts.

The next premier must
answer to Iraqis seek-
ing jobs, better infra-
structure, and improved
education and health
systems in a country
plagued by corruption
and mismanagement.

But he also faces the ex-
acting task of maintain-
ing the delicate balance
between Iraq’s allies, Iran
and the US, even more so
now that the Middle East
is undergoing seismic
changes, with new alli-
ances forming and old
‘powers weakening.

Iraq’s electoral com-
mission is expected to
announce preliminary re-
sults later in the evening,
but an official close to the
premier said that his “Re-
construction and Devel-
opment list has secured a
major victory”.

Another two sources
said Sudani’s alliance has
“won the largest bloc”,
with approximately 50
seats.

Sudani has emerged as
a major force in Iraqi pol-
itics, after he was brought
to power three years ago
by an alliance of pro-Iran
groups.

Difficult task

Once final results are
confirmed, lawmakers
are set to begin nego-
tiations to nominate the
prime minister, an often
painstaking task that has

Iraqi soldiers stan

open to the public in the parliamentary elections, in Baghdad on Sunday

at times taken months.

With an outright ma-
Jority almost impossible
to achieve by any single
list, the role of prime min-
ister is determined by the
coalition that can secure
enough post-election al-
lies to form the largest
alliance.

In Iraq, the role of
prime minister goes to
the Shiite majority, the
speaker of parliament to
a Sunni Muslim and the
largely ceremonial presi-
dency goes to a Kurd.

In previous parlia-
ments,  Shiite-majority
parties have struck com-
promise deals to work
together and form a
government.

Sudani was brought to
power in 2022 by the Co-
ordination ~ Framework,
an alliance of powerful
pro-Iran  Shiite parties
who formed the largest
parliamentary bloc.

A senior Iraqi politician
told AFP last month that
the Coordination Frame-
work is divided over
supporting Sudani, with
former prime minister
Nuri Al Maliki reportedly
likely to oppose a second
term for the incumbent.

Always a balance

Even as Iraq tries to move
past two decades of war
since a US-led invasion
toppled Saddam Hus-

sein, the country of 46
million suffers from poor
infrastructure and pub-
lic services, mismanage-
ment and corruption.

Many Iragis who
boycotted  the elec-
tions told AFP the vote
wouldn't bring mean-
ingful change to their
daily lives and said that
it was a sham that only
benefits political elites
and regional powers.

Sudani has mnone-
theless vowed to con-
tinue on the path of
“reconstruction and
development”.

During his three-year
tenure, Baghdad has
been transformed into
a bustling construction

hub, with new tunnels
and bridges springing
up across the city.

He also maintains
that his government
helped shield Iraq from
regional turmoil in the
past two years.

The next premier will
have to maintain the
balance between Iran
and the US, the long
term foes for whom
Iraq has often served as
a proxy battleground.

Since the US-led in-
vasion, Iran has held
sway in Iraqi politics,
not only backing influ-
ential politicians but
also supporting armed
groups there.

The past two years

AFP photo

line to enter the polling station to cast their votes, during a special voting day for Iraqi security forces, taking place two days before polls

have seen Israel inflict
heavy losses on Tehran-
backed groups in the re-
gion and Iran itself was
on the receiving end of
an unprecedented Israeli
bombing campaign that
led to a 12-day war in
June.

In addition to main-
taining  its  foothold
through the groups it
backs, Tehran is also
seeking to keep the Iraqi
market open to prod-
ucts from its crippled

economy.
Washington mean-
‘while hopes to cripple Te-

hran’s influence, and has
long pressured Baghdad
to disarm Iran-backed
groups.

JFK's grandson
launches Congress
bid for New York seat

NEW YORK (AFP) —
John F. Kennedy's
grandson Jack
Schlossberg will seek
a seat in the US House
of Representatives, he
said in a social media
announcement  that
highlighted the soar-
ing cost of living while

attacking the White
House.
The former presi-

dent’s only grandson
will seek in midterm
elections on Novem-
ber 3, 2026 to replace
Jerry Nadler of New
York’s solidly Demo-
cratic  12th Congres-
sional district, who is
retiring.

Schlossberg, 32,
known for his quirky
social media clips,
is seen as a progres-
sive on the left of the
Democratic Party and
has vocally called for
it to change, backing
leftists like New York

Mayor-elect Zohran
Mamdani, 34.
He could face a

crowded field to reach
the election as the
Democratic Party's
anointed candidate de-
pending on potential
primary challenges.

In the clip posted
to Instagram late
Tuesday, Schlossberg
called out a “crisis at
every level”, pointing
to cuts to education,
healthcare and social
programmes, as well
as alleged corruption.

He announced in
September that he had
formed an exploratory
committee after Na-
dler said he would step
down from represent-
ing the district that in-
cludes the middle por-
tion of Manhattan.

“This district should
have a representative
who can harness the
creativity, energy and
drive of this district
and translate that

into political power in
Washington,” he said
in his announcement
video.

“I'm not running be-
cause I have all the an-
swers to our problems.
I'm running because
the people of New York
12 do.”

He previously told
The New York Times
that “if Zohran Mam-
dani and I have any-
thing in common, it's
that we are both trying
to be authentic ver-
sions of ourselves”.

Schlossberg has also
used his significant
social media follow-
ing to attack President
Donald Trump.

‘I'm not running
because | have
all the answers to
our problems.I'm
running because
the people of
New York 12 do’

“The President has
made almost $1 bil-
lion this year. He's
picking winners and
losers from inside the
Oval Office. It's cro-
nyism, not capital-
ism,” he said in his
announcement.

King, Vietnam president hold talks in Hanoi

Continued from page 1

The talks also cov-
ered regional develop-
ments, with His Majes-
ty calling for creating
a political horizon that
would lead to just and
comprehensive peace
on the basis of the two-
state solution, accord-
ing to the statement.

The King reiterated
the importance of en-
suring adherence to
the agreement to end
the war on Gaza and
intensifying  interna-
tional efforts to ad-
dress the humanitar-
ian crisis.

His Majesty warned
of the dangers of con-
tinued escalations in
the West Bank and Je-
rusalem, reasserting
Jordan's rejection of
plans to expand set-

=y
Photo courtesy of Royal Court

His Majesty King Abdullah held talks with Vietnam President Luong Coung, focusing on bilat-
eral relations and regional developments

tlements in the West
Bank, annex land, and
displace Palestinians.

The King also
stressed the need to

support Syria and Leb-
anon'’s efforts to main-
tain their security, sta-
bility and territorial
integrity.

For his part, the Vi-
etnamese  president
affirmed his country’s
commitment to ex-
panding relations and

strengthening cooper-
ation with Jordan.

On the sidelines of
the visit, the govern-
ments of Jordan and
Vietnam  signed a
Memorandum of Un-
derstanding between
the foreign ministries
of both countries, and
another Memorandum
of Understanding be-
tween the Jordan In-
stitute of Diplomacy
and the Diplomatic
Academy of Vietnam.

Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Min-
ister Ayman Safadi,
Director of the Office
of His Majesty Alaa
Batayneh, Minister of
Industry, Trade and
Supply Yarub Qudah,
and Jordan's non-resi-
dent Ambassador to Vi-
etnam Saed Radaideh
attended the meeting.

Jordan, Syria reopen water file with ‘active joint committee’in place

Continued from page 1

The meetings focused
on strengthening coor-
dination over shared
basins, particularly
the Yarmouk Basin, a
vital source for both
countries that has long
faced challenges from
irregular flows and up-
stream pressures.

The Ministry of Wa-
ter and Irrigation had
earlier announced
that the two countries
reached an agreement
on fair water sharing,
underscoring their mu-
tual commitment to
advancing cooperation.

The ministry also
confirmed the estab-
lishment of the Jor-
danian-Syrian  Joint
Water Platform, aimed
at improving data ex-
change, joint monitor-
ing and institutional
coordination.

It added that the
Syrian side expressed
readiness to address
the issue of illegally
drilled wells and reit-
erated its commitment
to preserving Jordan's
share of water from the
wahda Dam.

In his remark to The
Jordan Times Omar
Salameh, spokesperson
of the ministry of wa-
ter and irrigation, said
the revival of the joint
mechanism reflects a
turning point in the
two countries’ techni-
cal engagement.

“We now have an ac-
tive Jordanian-Syrian
Joint Committee after
years of suspension,”
Salameh said. “There
are preliminary agree-
ments to reactivate
this framework for the
benefit of both coun-
tries, with a focus on
improving water con-

ditions in the Yarmouk
Basin,” he added.

Salamah noted that
“we're working on
several points, such
as cloud seeding and
enhancing water re-
sources, and the Syrian
side has already taken
steps to stop illegal
well drilling. Commu-
nications and meetings
are ongoing, and we
are hopeful these ef-
forts will yield positive
results for both sides”.

Water experts view
the renewed talks as a
constructive step that
blends technical coop-
eration with political
will.

Laith Waked, who has
led multiple projects in
the water and agricul-
ture sectors, said the
water issue between
Jordan and Syria re-
mains “more political
than technical”.

“The Yarmouk is a
cross-border river
governed by interna-
tional law,” he said,
adding, “Unfortunately,
Syria has not always
complied with previ-
ous agreements, con-
structing dams and
wells that have af-
fected the river's flow
into Jordan. This is-
sue requires patience,
political courage and
a strategic use of lev-
erage, through energy
and resource exchange,
to secure Jordan's fair

share.”

‘While challenges
remain, particularly
regarding  upstream
control and climate
pressures, officials
and experts agree

that the revived dia-
logue marks a prag-
matic  shift toward
structured, long-term
cooperation  between

Amman and Damas-
cus, rooted in shared
responsibility and mu-
tual benefit.

The development
also aligns with Jor-
dan’s broader regional
approach of fostering
stability through dia-
logue and resource di-
plomacy, reaffirming
the Kingdom's role as
a constructive partner
in addressing cross-
border challenges.

Preferring to remain
unnamed, a senior of-
ficial source has re-
cently to The Jordan
Times that Syria's
new authorities “really
want to resolve water
disputes with Jordan”.

“But they [the Syr-
ians] themselves have
similar drought issue
that prevents them
from resolving water
share problem with
Jordan.”

Ukraine ministers resign over
major corruption scandals

KYIV, Ukraine (AFP) —
Ukraine’s energy and
justice ministers re-
signed on Wednesday
over their alleged in-
volvement in a sweep-
ing corruption scandal
in the country’s energy
sector.

Investigators alleged
a key ally of President
Volodymyr Zelensky or-
chestrated a $100 mil-
lion kickback scheme to
siphon off funds, trig-
gering public anger at
a time of widespread
power outages caused
by Russian attacks.

Ukraine has long been
plagued by corruption
and cracking down on
graft is seen as a key
requirement of its bid
to join the European
Union.

Zelensky earlier called
for the resignation of
his  Justice Minister
German Galushchenko,
who investigators al-
leged received “personal
benefits” in the scheme,
as well as Energy Min-
ister Svitlana Grynchuk.

Neither is known
to have been charged
and Grynchuk has not
been mentioned as hav-
ing profited from the
scheme.

“The minister of jus-
tice and the minister of
energy cannot remain
in their positions,” Ze-
lensky said in a video
posted on social media.

Shortly  afterwards,
both submitted letters
of resignation, Ukraine’s
Prime Minister Yulia
Svyrydenko said.

The scandal has trig-
gered outcry among
Ukrainians, who are
suffering frequent heat-
ing and electricity out-
ages from the Russian
bombings.

“It's disgusting,” Dav-

yd, a 24-year-old con-
tent creator, told AFP,
declining to give his
surname.

“They're  destroying
us, our reputation, and
our future. We won't
have a future if we have
crooks like that,” he
said, expressing con-
cern over how the scan-
dal would play among
Kyiv's crucial backers in
the EU.

People “raise as much
money as possible to
help the [army], and
they are just hiding the
money in their base-
ments”, he added.

“Why do they do this?”

‘Internal enemies’

The allegations, un-
veiled earlier this week,
centre on kickbacks
from contracts involv-
ing Energoatom, the
state nuclear opera-
tor and country’s most

important  electricity
provider.
Grynchuk  replaced

Galushchenko as energy
minister in the summer.

Ukraine's parlia-
ment needs to formal-
ly approve both their
resignations.

Anti-corruption pros-
ecutors later said they
also arrested an un-
named woman in the
major operation.

Olena Boikova, 57, a
retiree, said she felt “in-
dignation” and called

those implicated in
the scheme “internal
enemies”.

Ordering the minis-
ters to step down, Ze-
lensky said it was “ab-
solutely unacceptable
that there are still some
[corruption] schemes in
the energy sector” while
Ukrainians are suffer-
ing daily outages.

Russia has  bat-
tered Ukraine’s energy
grid with nightly drone
and missile strikes in
what Kyiv calls cyni-
cal attacks that seek
to plunge millions of
Ukrainians into the
darkness and  cold
through the winter.

Investigators say the
scheme was master-
minded by Timur Min-
dich, a former business
associate of Zelensky.

Mindich co-owns the
production  company
Kvartal 95, founded by
Zelensky when he was
a star comedian before
entering politics.

Mindich ~ fled the
country shortly before
the allegations were
announced on Monday,
the state border service
said.

Zelensky has not
commented on Mind-
ich’s role in the scheme,
but Prime Minister
Svyrydenko said she
was imposing personal
sanctions on him and

another businessman
charged, Oleksandr
Tsukerman.

Kvartal 95, which pro-
duced Zelensky's “Serv-
ant of the People” TV se-
ries, said the probe was
not “related to the work
of the studio”.

The scandal presents
a major test for Zelen-
sky, who faces accusa-
tions of centralising
power and silencing
critics after the Rus-
sian invasion.

Earlier this year,
there was a massive
backlash from the pub-
lic and in Brussels over
attempts to strip the in-
dependence of the two
anti-corruption bodies
that are investigating
and prosecuting this
case.
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A new geopolitical
paradigm

he wvisit this week
T of Syrian President

Ahmed Al Sharaa to
the White House could mark
a turning point in tradition-
ally unstable US-Syrian re-
lations.

This visit, the first ever to
the US by a Syrian president
since the country's inde-
pendence in 1946, put an end
to Syria’s journey from the pfichael Jansen
cold embrace of Russia and
Iran, the two external pow-
ers which supported the ousted Assad regime.

Just to be on the safe side, last month Sharaa
also travelled to Moscow where he met with
his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin.

This was their first encounter since the fall
of Assad and revealed that Damascus and
Moscow remain determined to maintain close
ties.

While there Sharaa stated that previously
signed agreements with Russia would be re-
spected, indicating that Russian troops and
sailors could remain at their bases in Syria.

Sharaa clearly intends to balance allies be-
tween east and west to retain a certain degree
of freedom of action.

The White House visit also capped Sharaa's
own transformational journey from Al Qaeda
warrior fighting the 2003 US occupation of
Iraq, his five years in a US prison, and relega-
tion to the northwest Syrian province of Idlib
where he prepared the putsch against Presi-
dent Bashar Assad and the takeover of Syria.

The first US-led coup in this region took
place in Syria in March 1949 when the Syrian
army overthrew President Shukri Al Quwatli
who was accused of purchasing inferior arms
for the Syrian army ahead of the 1948 war
with Israel.

The officer behind the coup was Hosni Za'im
who was overthrown that year, ushering a se-
ries of coups d'état until Hafez Assad ended
the upheavals in 1970 and established a re-
gime which lasted until December 2024 when
Sharaa’s Haya't Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) ousted
Assad.

Under the Assads, Syria adopted domestic
socialism and a line independent of the US in
foreign policy by turning toward on Russia
and Iran.

After the 2011 regional unrest began they
tried to defend the Assads from dissidents like
HTS which established itself in Idlib and with
the protection and aid of Turkey took power in
Syria in a bloodless coup.

Sharaa can still count on backing from NATO
power and US ally Turkey, a fact which irks Is-
rael.

Sharaa’s visit to the White House has not
only boosted his personal position but ena-
bled Trump to press Congress to lift anti-As-
sad sanctions under the Caesar Act to enable
Syria to raise investments to rebuild its econ-
omy and infrastructure after nearly a decade
of unrest and financial collapse.

Although the number of Syrians who lived in
poverty was 33 per cent before unrest erupted
in 2011, the figure now is 90 per cent.

The US Treasury Department said it “will
support Syria’s efforts to rebuild its economy,
provide prosperity for all its citizens, includ-
ing its ethnic and religious minorities and
combat terrorism”.

Syria has formally joined the 89-member in-
ternational coalition to defeat Daesh.

Trump and Sharaa discussed the integration
of the US-backed Kurdish Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF) into the Syrian army as the SDF
has been the most successful militia in the
war against Daesh.

This has, so far, been resisted by the SDF al-
though under US and Turkish pressure the SDF
could be compelled to merge.

However, this could be difficult with the
largely fundamentalist forces commanded by
Sharaa.

On the domestic front, Sharaa must stabi-
lise Syria by imposing law and order although
it would appear that his military and police
forces are undermanned and overstretched.

Consequently, in Syrian cities and rural ar-
eas there is low level street violence involving
car jackings and robberies.

His security forces have apparently cracked
down on fundamentalist elements who earlier
attacked southern Druze and coastal Alawite
areas.

In a key diplomatic shift, the US has an-
nounced the official reopening of the Syrian
embassy in Washington, ending more than a
decade of diplomatic absence.

After the presidential meeting, Syrian For-
eign Minister Asaad Al Saibai and US Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio held discussions to
outline the implementation of the agreed-up-
on initiatives.

It would appear that time will not be wasted
while advancing relations.

From occupation to execution: How Israel’s draft
law violates international humanitarian law

By Hassan Dajah

he Israeli occupation
I government has recently
been moving towards en-
acting legislation that would
allow the execution of Pales-
tinian prisoners. This proposal
cannot be viewed as a purely
internal legislative matter, but
rather as a step that violates
the rules of public internation-
al law, international humani-
tarian law and human rights
conventions, and contradicts
the fundamental principles es-
tablished by the United Nations
since its founding.

The core of the issue is not
merely the punishment itself,
but the nature of the relation-
ship between the occupying
power and the occupied people,
and the rights guaranteed to
people struggling for self-de-
termination.

The legal issue here
extends beyond the
punishment itself,
reaching the very core
of the international
system, which is based
on the illegitimacy of
punishing individuals
for exercising their
fundamental right to
resist occupation

Since the adoption of its
Charter in 1945, the United Na-
tions has established a legal
and moral foundation affirm-
ing the principle of the right of
peoples to self-determination,
a principle subsequently reaf-
firmed in several UN resolu-
tions, including Resolution
1514 (XV) of 1960, which ex-
plicitly affirmed the legitimacy
of the struggle of people under
colonial domination or foreign
occupation.

As stipulated in the First
Additional Protocol to the Ge-
neva Conventions of 1977,
armed conflicts waged by peo-
ple against foreign occupation
are recognised as international
conflicts. This entails rights

for combatants and prisoners
of war, prohibiting their treat-
ment as criminal offenders.

According to international
humanitarian law, prisoners
of war or those detained for
reasons related to conflict or
resistance, enjoy special pro-
tection. The Third Geneva Con-
vention of 1949 emphasises the
guarantee of a fair trial accord-
ing to international standards
and prohibits arbitrary punish-
ment or the use of the judiciary
as an instrument of political
reprisal.

The Convention also prohib-
its subjecting prisoners to any
violence, threats or humilia-
tion, and forbids the imposition
or execution of a death sen-
tence except after a fair trial
with guarantees of defence and
review. However, the Israeli bill
contradicts these principles, as
it is not based on a legitimate
legal framework but rather on
political and vindictive mo-
tives, targeting a specific group
based on their national identity
rather than on objective legal
criteria.

The bill also constitutes a
flagrant violation of the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights of 1966, Article
6 of which stipulates that the
death penalty... Where it still
exists, it should only be applied
to the “most serious crimes”,
and only after a fair trial be-
fore an independent and im-
partial judiciary. However, the
facts in Israeli military courts
indicate conviction rates ex-
ceeding 99 per cent, according
to reports from international
organisations. This raises seri-
ous doubts about the integrity
of the military justice system
for Palestinian detainees and
demonstrates that trials under
occupation fail to meet even the
minimum standards of proce-
dural justice.

The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (1948), in its Ar-
ticle 10, affirms the right of eve-
ry person to a fair and public
trial before an impartial tribu-
nal, a right clearly undermined
within the Israeli occupation
court system.

Furthermore, Article 5 of the
Declaration and Article 7 of the
International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights prohibit
cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment — standards that
have been repeatedly violated
in the case of Palestinian pris-
oners.

The legal issue here extends
beyond the punishment itself,
reaching the very core of the

international system, which
is based on the illegitimacy of
punishing individuals for exer-
cising their fundamental right
to resist occupation. The UN
Charter, in Article 1, refers to
the right of peoples to strug-
gle against foreign domina-
tion and affirms the principle
of self-determination as one of
the organisation’s fundamental
objectives.

The International Court of
Justice, in its 2004 advisory
opinion on the separation wall,
also affirmed that the Palestin-
ian people have an inalienable
right to self-determination, and
that the international commu-
nity has a duty to respect this
right and refrain from taking
any measures that impede its
exercise.

It also contributes to
eroding the image

of the Israeli judicial
system internationally
and puts it at odds
with human rights
institutions and
international courts

From the perspective of inter-
national humanitarian law, re-
sistance to occupation is not a
criminal offense, but rather an
act related to an international
armed conflict.

Therefore, treating combat-
ants as prisoners of war or
protected detainees’ remains a
legal obligation of the occupy-
ing power,

Criminalising the act of re-
sistance and then punishing it
with the death penalty consti-
tutes a double violation: A vio-
lation of the individual rights
of the detainee and a violation
of the collective right of the
people to resist occupation.

Furthermore, enacting such
a law opens the door to a dis-
criminatory policy based on na-
tional identity, as it will be ap-
plied only to Palestinians. This,

according to international law
standards, amounts to collec-
tive punishment, a clear viola-
tion of Article 33 of the Fourth
Geneva Convention, which pro-
hibits collective punishment
and all acts of terrorism.

Beyond the legal aspect,
adopting this legislation car-
ries serious political impli-
cations. It paves the way for
transforming justice into a tool
of revenge, undermines any
chance for a just political solu-
tion and fuels violence instead
of curbing it.

It also contributes to erod-
ing the image of the Israeli ju-
dicial system internationally
and puts it at odds with human
rights institutions and interna-
tional courts.

International law, includ-
ing international criminal law,
holds political and military
leaders directly responsible
for decisions that lead to grave
violations of international hu-
manitarian law.

If implemented, this bill
could form the basis for prose-
cution before the International
Criminal Court under the Rome
Statute, given that extrajudicial
killings or killings carried out
as part of a discriminatory pol-
icy, constitute war crimes.

The international community
and the United Nations institu-
tions have a clear responsibil-
ity: To stand against legislation
that legalises extrajudicial kill-
ings. International legitimacy
is not a slogan, but a binding
commitment.

The international commu-
nity’s failure to protect the le-
gal foundation upon which the
modern international order is
built opens the door to the law
of the jungle and threatens the
entire human rights system.

The attempt to impose the
death penalty on Palestinian
prisoners is not a legal meas-
ure to maintain security, but a
direct violation of international
law and a dangerous regres-
sion from the principles agreed
upon by the world after World
War II. Legislation does not le-
gitimise occupation, nor does
it negate the right of people to
freedom.

The right remains clear, and
the law is unequivocal: A people
under occupation have a legiti-
mate right to struggle for self-
determination and a prisoner is
not a criminal, but rather part
of an unresolved political issue.

The author is a professor of Strategic
Studies at Al-Hussein Bin Talal
University

The key to unlocking private climate finance

By Lynn Forester de Rothschild

ONDON — The United
LNations Climate Change

Conference (COP30), now
under way in Brazil, marks a
decade since 195 parties adopt-
ed the landmark Paris climate
agreement at COP21.

But what should be a moment
of celebration is instead being
overshadowed by rising uncer-
tainty: The climate-finance gap
still amounts to trillions of dol-
lars, while support among the
developed countries for climate
action is fracturing.

The transition to a low-car-
bon global economy cannot
succeed without the active par-
ticipation of the private sector,
yet businesses and investors
are reluctant to commit funds
amid uncertainty and insta-
bility. Above all, markets need
predictability: Coherent policy
frameworks, clearly defined
priority sectors, and practical
strategies for managing the fi-
nancial, environmental and so-
cial risks.

The predictability and stabil-
ity that investors and markets
require, however, remain out of
reach.

The International Energy
Agency has warned that policy
uncertainty has stalled the de-
velopment and usage of many
promising clean-energy tech-
nologies that are ripe for scal-
ing up.

Excluding AI, venture-capi-
tal funding for energy innova-
tion declined across sectors in
2023 and 2024.

Meanwhile, most countries
still lack the policy and in-
vestment mechanisms needed
to mobilise private capital at
scale.

While tighter financial con-
ditions and policy uncertainty
play a major role, they are only
part of the problem.

A deeper, often overlooked
reason for the slow pace of
progress is that the global cli-
mate movement has largely
failed to focus on the people
most affected by the energy
transition: Workers, consumers
and local communities.

From its very inception,
the Council for Inclusive Capi-
talism (which I lead) has ar-
gued that major economic tran-
sitions provide companies and
investors with a unique oppor-
tunity to build a more inclusive
society.

The predictability and
stability that investors
and markets require,
however, remain out of
reach

Inspired by the late Pope
Francis's call to “hear both the
cry of the earth and the cry
of the poor”, we established a
partnership with energy-in-
tensive companies and inves-
tors to develop a framework for
a just climate transition.

Created in collaboration with
BP, Reliance, the California
Public Employees’ Retirement
System, State Street and others,
this framework places people
at the heart of the energy tran-
sition.

It emphasises universal ac-
cess to clean energy, decent
jobs that provide pathways for
retraining and reskilling, sup-
port for local communities and
the need to strengthen supply
chains. It also recognises that
investors’ capital-allocation
strategies must align with
these priorities through mean-
ingful stakeholder engagement
and sharing of best practices.

Together with the energy
transition, the AI revolution
is set to reshape labour mar-
kets. To this end, we co-hosted
ameeting with World Bank
President Ajay Banga at the re-
cent UN Climate Week in New
York to discuss how to learn
from the mistakes of past tran-
sitions and ensure that no one
is left behind.

Turning ambition into action
requires achievable national
strategies.

When implemented effective-
ly, nationally determined con-
tributions can serve as more
than just climate pledges —
they can guide investment and
act as roadmaps for economic
transformation.

Brazil provides a useful mod-
el: Ajoint report by the OECD
and the UN Development Pro-
gramme touts the country’s Na-
tional Bank for Economic and
Social Development as a leader
in creating innovative financial
instruments capable of attract-
ing private capital at scale.

Other emerging markets
are also making strides. Wind
and solar power are expand-
ing rapidly across Asia, the
Middle East and Africa, with
India on track to become the
world’s second-largest renewa-
ble-energy market after China.

For developing countries, in-
clusive growth is not a slogan
but a socioeconomic impera-
tive, particularly when it comes
to ensuring access to energy

and critical infrastructure.

Developed economies face
a different set of challenges.
In the United States, about 40
per cent of energy and technol-
ogy projects announced under
former US president Joe Bi-
den’s industrial and climate
policies were already expe-
riencing delays even before
President Donald Trump's re-
turn to the White House. At the
same time, rising energy costs
are jeopardising the United
Kingdom'’s net-zero transition,
while European manufacturers
struggle to cut CO:z emissions
and stay profitable in a global
market increasingly dominated
by Chinese firms.

Even so, there are reasons for
cautious optimism.

Although Trump withdrew
the US from the Paris agree-
ment, energy affordability and
AI competitiveness remain top
national priorities.

Institutional investors and
private capital have both the
means and the incentive to
back emerging technologies —
including carbon-free, scalable
nuclear energy — that can sus-
tain AI growth without driving
up utility costs.

The dozens of world leaders
in Brazil for COP30 are meeting
at a critical juncture.

To build a just and sustain-
able future, we must bridge the
divide between governments,
financial institutions, civil so-
ciety and the private sector.

Only by focusing on workers,
communities and consumers
can we translate national tar-
gets into tangible progress that
protects both people and the
planet.

Lynn Forester de Rothschild, CEO of
ELL. Rothschild, is founder and CEO of
the Council for Inclusive Capitalism.
Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2024.
www.project-syndicate.org
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responding to sender

By llham Darwazeh

AMMAN — A study con-
ducted by Visa entitled
with "Stay Secure" is
launched on Wednesday,
in association with Bank
al Etihad, and in sponsor-
ship of Central Bank of
Jordan (CBJ).

The recent study made
by Visa highlights "strong"
consumer awareness and
"solid" adoption of digital
payment security meas-

ures in Jordan.
"Stay Secure" which
surveyed 300 adults,

found that 96 per cent of
consumers are actively
taking precautions to se-
cure their online transac-
tions, underscoring grow-
ing suaveness as digital
payments "rapidly” gain
momentum.

While44 per centof
respondents acknowl-
edge their vulnerability to
scams like phishing, thisis
offset by greater adoption
of security measures and
a preference for stronger
authentication, indicating
a "proactive” shift in con-
sumer behaviour.

Consumers arenow "de-
monstrably” more adept
at spotting red flags and
verifying the legitimacy of
online interactions.

This awareness is un-
derscored by 50 per cent
of consumers who con-
sider themselves knowl-
edgeable about recognis-
ing fraud and scams.

Additional  insights
highlight the continued
acceleration of digital
payments in the King-
dom, with 96 per cent of
respondents stating that
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96% of consumers in Jordan 'proactively'
safeguard digital payments — study

98% of consumers trust digital payments
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A study conducted by Visa entitled with 'Stay Secure' is launched on Wednesday, in association with Bank Al Etihad, and in
sponsorship of Central Bank of Jordan

they "mostly" or "com-
pletely” trust digital pay-
ments, even in the face of
potential fraud threats.

As digital payments
continue to grow in use
and popularity in Jordan,
the study outlines action-
able steps that retailers,
banks and payments
processors can take to
cultivate even greater
trust.

By 2030, the number of
users in the digital pay-
ments market in Jordan
is projected to reach 6.37
million with a transaction
value of $11.22 billion.

Vice President and
Country Manager for Le-
vant Mario Makary, said:
"Visa is proud to bring

our Stay Secure study to
Jordan, affirming a highly
empowered  consumer
base in the country.”

He added, "Jordanians
understand the future
of payments is increas-
ingly digital and are not
only aware of digital pay-
ment security threats
but also actively taking
steps to protect their
transactions.”

Makary noted that "this
proactive  engagement,
with an unwavering trust
despite fraud concerns,
powerfully illustrates the
value and convenience of
digital payments."

"Visa's continuous con-
sumer education initia-
tives are vital for fostering

and reinforcing this trust.
Yet, with online scams
an ever-present danger,
continuous ~ consumer
vigilance remains para-
mount.” He added.

Chief Executive Officer
of Bank Al Etihad, Mun-
taser Dawwas, said that
"We are pleased to work
with Visa to create a more
secure and inclusive dig-
ital

Bank Al Etihad, we believe
this collaboration is par-
ticularly vital for dynam-
ic markets like Jordan,
‘where digital transforma-
tion is rapidly accelerat-
ing. By working together,
'we can ensure a safer dig-
ital experience and finan-
cial future for all."

During the inaugura-
tion of the Stay Safe study,

that benefit consumers,
businesses and banks in
Jordan."

CEO noted, "Aware-
ness is the first step, and
the Stay Secure initiative
provides educational re-
sources and practical tips
to combat fraud."

Dawwas added, "At

Makary the
key findings of study in-
cludes susceptibility to
scams, which 98 per cent
of consumers believe their
friends or family would
fall for a potential scam,
especially if it's a text
message to verify account
information (58 per cent).
Another finding is

85% are likely to act on messages 'commonly’ used by scammers, including clicking on link or

building trust, as around
98 per cent of respond-
ents surveyed "trust” dig-
ital payments for making
transactions.

In fact, 78 per cent Jor-
danians feel more secure
when required to enter
a texted code or click on
a link from the vendor
to confirm their iden-
tity when making online
payments.

Digital payments gain
traction is one of findings
where Consumers in Jor-
dan view digital payments
is faster and simpler than
other methods (73 per
cent) and appreciate that
they allow them to make
payments anytime, any-
where (64 per cent)

Study revealed that 50
per cent of respondents
consider themselves very
or ‘"extremely" knowl-
edgeable when it comes
to recognsing frauds and
scams.

In Jordan, 52 per cent
consider mobile pay-
ments as the "easiest"
digital payment method,
while bank transfers are
the "safest" and "most se-
cure" (66 per cent).

Overall, 80 per cent in-
tend to use digital pay-
ments more over the next
12 months.

The "Stay Secure" study
is a part of Visa's annual
Stay Secure campaign,
launched in Jordan in
partnership with Bank
Al Etihad, which reflects
both partners commit-
ment to raising consumer
awareness, strengthening
education and building
confidence to combat so-
cial engineering threats.

Al Wadi Al Abyad phosphate mine in the Karak Governorate,
located some 115 kilometres southeast of Amman

Industrial output edges
up 1.47% for first nine
months in 2025 — DoS

AMMAN (JT) — The In-
dustrial Production In-
dex rose by 1.47 per cent
during the first nine
months of 2025, com-
pared with the same pe-
riod of 2024, according
to the Department of
Statistics (DoS)

In its latest month-
ly report released on
Wednesday, the DoS
said the cumulative in-
dex reached 88.96 per-
centage points from
January to September
2025, up from 87.67 per-
centage points a year
earlier.

While industrial out-
put recorded a slow-
down in September,
falling by 0.80 per cent
compared with the
same month of 2024 and
by 3.58 per cent com-
pared with August.

The report also noted
that the base year for
the index has been re-
vised to 2018=100, re-
placing 2010=100, the
Jordan News Agency,
Petra, reported.

The manufacturing
sector, which carries the
highest relative weight
of 88.7 per cent, posted
a 1.45 per cent increase
in production during
the first nine months of

the year.

The electricity sector,
accounting for 5.9 per
cent of the index, rose
by 3.24 per cent, while
the extractive indus-
tries sector with a 5.4
per cent share, slipped
by 0.87 per cent.

On a monthly ba-
sis, the overall indus-
trial production index
dropped to 89.46 per-
centage points in Sep-
tember, compared with
90.18 percentage points
in September 2024 and
92.78 points in August
2025.

The decline was pri-
marily attributed to a
1.32 per cent contrac-
tion in manufacturing
output.

In contrast, the min-
ing and quarrying sec-
tor and the electric-
ity sector each recorded
growth of 3.39 per cent
compared with the
same month last year.

In comparison with
August, all major sec-
tors experienced de-
clines. Manufacturing
output fell by 2.63 per
cent, extractive indus-
tries sector by 1.65 per
cent, and electricity
production by a sharp
18.27 per cent.

Stocks mostly rise on hopes of US

shutdown deal, rate cut

LONDON (AFP) — World
stock markets mostly
rose Wednesday on opti-
mism the US government
shutdown was nearing
an end and on hopes of
another Federal Reserve
interest rate cut.

Wall Street stocks
edged ahead after the
opening bell ahead of
a congressional vote
expected to reopen the
government after the
longest shutdown — six
weeks — in US history.

The House of Rep-
resentatives  appeared
likely to vote on Wednes-
day on a spending bill to
solve the budget stand-
off, after eight Demo-
crats broke ranks in the
Senate on Monday.

Around 20 minutes
into trading, the Dow
Jones Industrial Aver-
age had added around
0.8 per cent while the
broad-based S&P 500
added 0.3 per cent, while
the tech-rich Nasdaq
edged into the red after
several days of gains.

Adam Sarhan of 50
Park Investments said
the market needed con-
crete signals about
the economy after the
shutdown resulted in a
dearth of economic data.

"Investors are going
to wait for the next bull-
ish catalyst, which could
be Nvidia, arguably the
most important Al stock
out there right now,"
Sarhan said. The chip-
maker is set to report
earnings on November 19
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A person walks past the New York Stock Exchange at Wall Street in New York

both gained just over 1
per cent, while London
was up 0.3 per cent.

In Asia, Hong Kong
and Tokyo ended high-
er but Shanghai edged
lower.

"The prospect of an
end to the US govern-
ment shutdown later to-
day is fuelling demand
for risk assets," said
Kathleen Brooks, re-
search director at trad-
ing group XTB.

After passing the Sen-
ate, a spending bill to re-
open the US government
is due before the House
of Representatives and
then President Donald
Trump, with hopes serv-
ices can resume as soon
as Friday.

Investors have wel-
comed the deal, which
would end a shutdown
that began on October 1
and saw a million feder-

al workers unpaid, food
benefits for low-income
Americans  threatened
and thousands of flights
cancelled.

The dearth of key data
points has left traders
and the Federal Reserve
unable to make informed
decisions on policy.

"The end of the shut-
down is positive for fi-
nancial markets as we
should get a clear read
on economic data in the
next week or so," Brooks
said.

Adding to the upbeat
mood were expecta-
tions for a Fed rate cut
in December after data
from private payrolls
firm ADP added to re-
cent reports pointing to
a softening US labour
market.

"Investors want
and need — this data to
be soft enough to justify

another 25 basis point
rate cut from the Fed-
eral Reserve in Decem-
ber," said Ipek Ozkard-
eskaya, senior analyst at
Swissquote bank.

Wall Street had closed
mixed on Tuesday amid
worries about elevated
tech valuations follow-
ing a breathtaking AI-
fuelled rally this year.

Traders were also
spooked by news that
Japanese investment ti-
tan SoftBank had sold
all its shares in US chip
giant Nvidia for $5.8 bil-
lion, without giving a
reason.

Shares in Nvidia fell
three per cent on Tues-
day but clawed that back
Wednesday, and Soft-
Bank plunged as much
as 10 per cent in Tokyo
after Wednesday's open
before closing down 3.5
per cent.

Microsoft says to invest $10b in Portugal Al data centre

LISBON (AFP) — Micro-
soft said recently it in-
tends to invest $10 billion
from early next year in a
mega data centre in Portu-
gal dedicated to develop-
ing artificial intelligence
infrastructure.

The project, in partner-
ship with British firm Ns-
cale, which specialises in
Al data centres, and with
Start Campus, which has
begun construction of a
major data centre near
the southern port of Sines,
will see Microsoft install
12,600 of Nvidia's latest-
generation chips.

The company in a state-
ment termed the scheme
"one of the largest invest-
ments in AT computing ca-

pacity in Europe".

the Portuguese business
daily Jornal de Negocios,
Microsoft President Brad
Smith said Portugal has
emerged as a key Euro-
pean destination for data
centre construction and

AFP File Photo

investment.

Smith is currently in
Lisbon for the Web Sum-
mit, a key annual event
in the hi-tech calendar,
dubbed "Davos for geeks".

In addition to a data
centre powered by re-
newable energy, the Sines

site has the advantage
of being a link point for
important submarine tel-
ecommunications cables
linking the Americas to
Europe.

Regarding data centres,
"demand in the AT field,
particularly over the last
five months, has become
quite crazy," Nscale's
product director, Daniel
Bathurst, told AFP.

For a player like Micro-
soft, "it's a race against
time," he added.

"We have the expertise,
we have access to the en-
ergy, and we can imple-
ment this for them on
time," he added in an in-
terview on the sidelines of
the Web Summit.

AMMAN STOCK EXCHANGE

ments by 5 per cent.

AMMAN (JT) — Amman Stock Exchange (ASE)
trading value for Wednesday amounted to
JD12.5 million spread over 5.8 million shares
that traded through 3,637 transactions.

The ASE share price index shed 0.11 per
cent, closing at 3421.24 points.

Out of 109 companies whose shares were
traded, the share price of 37 companies rose
while the share price of another 33 declined.

Topping the list of the companies whose
shares gained the most were Jordan Worsted
Mills by 5.05 per cent, Tuhama for Finan-
cial Investments by 4.76 per cent, Jordanian
Management and Consulting Company by
4.74 per cent, Dar Al Aman for Islamic Fi-
nance by 4.65 per cent and Babelon Invest-
ments Company Plc. by 4.41 per cent.

The companies whose shares dropped the
most were Jordanian Mutual Funds Manage-
ment Company by 20 per cent, Jordan In-
surance by 7.41 per cent, Union Investment
Corporation by 7.14 per cent, Union Tobacco
and Cigarette Industries by 5.26 per cent and
Shira Real Estate Development and Invest-
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PBOMINENT CRUSADE

REIFICATIONS

By Saeb Rawashdeh West European societies.

Crusader d new trad ions between East
and West, especlally through Italian cities like Venice, Genoa

he Middle East is home to numerous fortresses  and Pisa which grew in prominence.
built by and occupied by Crusaders during the 11th, Europeans gained access to luxury and fancy commodities:
12th and 13th centuries. Many of these impressive spices, silk, sugar, glass and perfumes—boosting demand for
fortifications are sull standing and offer a glimpse ~ foreign trade. Italso helped develop banking systems and mer-

di mmmy it hey witng chant guilds as trade intensified.
about a turbulent history of the region. Centuries of warfare also exposed hr\fh ides tomilitary tech-
Crusades enabled Franks to contact with the Levantand  nology: Forti i The Age of
exposed Franks to advanced knowledge in science, medi-  Explorationwasin directwas mﬂuenced bythe Crusadeswhlle
cine, mathematics, astronomy and philosophy. New ideas  returning crusaders spent part of its loot in urban centres which
in architecture, navigation and administration affected the ~ stimulated mercantilism.

Krak des Chevaliers

Krak des Chevaliers is located near Homs in Syria and
initially it was occupied in the 11th century by a settlement of
Kurdish troops garrisoned there by the Mirdasids; as a result,
it was known as Hisn Al Akrad, meaning the “Castle of the
Kurds”. In 1142 it was given by Count of Tripoli Raymond Il to
the Knights Hospitaller. It remained in their possession until
it fellin1271.

The Hospitallers began rebuilding the castle in the 1140s
and were finished by 1170 when an earthquake damaged
the castle. The order controlled a number of castles along
the border of the County of Tripoli, a state founded after
the First Crusade. Krak des Chevaliers was among the most
significant castles and had a role of the military bases and
administrative centre.

Karak Castle is located in central Jordanian massive
and the fortress was a significant hub for the control of
pilgrimage road to Hijaz and also trade routes between
the East and the West banks. Construction of the castle
began in the 1140s.

In1176 Raynald of Chatillon gained possession of
Karak Castle after marrying Stephanie of Milly, the
widow of Humphrey Il of Toron (and daughter-in-law
of Humphrey Il of Toron). In 1183 Saladin besieged the
castle in response to Raynald’s attacks. After the Battle
of Hattin in 1187, Saladin besieged Karak Castle again
and finally captured it in 1189.

Montreal

Montreal is a Crusader fortress near southern
city of Shobak, perched on the side of a
rocky, conical mountain. The castle was built
in115 by Baldwin | of Jerusalem during his
expedition to the area where he captured
Agaba on the Red Sea in 1116. Originally
called ‘Krak de Montreal’ or ‘Mons Regalis’,

it was named in honour of the king’s own
contribution to its construction (Mont Royal).
Saladin besieged Montreal in 1187 and during
along siege, some defenders went blind due
to the lack of salt. Because of the hill Saladin
was unable to use siege engines, but after
almost two years the castle finally fell to his
troops in May 1189.

Sidon Castle

Sidon’s Sea Castle was built

by the crusaders as a fortress
inthe modernday port city of
Sidon. During the 13th century,
the Crusaders built the Sea Castle
asafortification on asmallisland
connected to the mainland by a
narrow 80m long roadway. Sidon
was partially destroyed by the
Mamluks when they took over the
city from the Crusaders, but they
subsequently rebuilt it and added
the long causeway.

Byblos Castle

Byblos Castle in Byblos in Lebanon was
built by the Crusaders in the 12th century
over the remains of Roman structures.

It belonged to the Genoese Embriaco
family, whose members were the Lords
of Gibelet (as Byblos/Lebanon was called
during Middle Ages). Saladin captured the
castle in 1188 and dismantled the walls
in1190. Later, the Crusaders recaptured
Byblos and rebuilt the fortifications of the
castlein1197.

As winter approaches, Jordanians await rain
amidst growing climate concerns

By Hadeel El Bis

Impact of delayed rainfall on agriculture

and water

ith the onset of winter, Jordanians
eagerly anticipate the rainfall that
forms an essential part of theirlives,
agriculture and water supply in the
Kingdom.

This year, some have noticed a delayin precipitation
compared to previous seasons, raising concerns about
itsimpact onwater reserves, agricultural crops and the
environment more broadly.

According to the Ministry of Water and Irrigation,
total rainfall at the end of last season reached approxi-
mately 340mm in the north of the Kingdom—below
the usual annual average of 400-60omm. This short-
fall has negatively affected water reserves and agricul-
ture, particularly rain-fed crops.

‘When does the rainy season begin?

The Meteorological Department confirms that Jor-
dan’s rainfall period typically extends from October
until mid-May, with heavy early-season precipitation
known in Arab heritage as “alwasm” (the markmg

Mousa says that reduced rainfall du'ecﬂy affects agri-
cultural thisyear’s
is suffering from reduced ylelds dueto droughl

rt Dr

points out that these changes directly affect rain-fed
crops, particularly olives and oranges in areas such
as Irbid, Jerash and Ajloun. Tree survival has become
increasingly difficult.

Khshashneh explains that last season witnessed
insufficient precipitation in the north of the Kingdom,
where annual rainfall typically ranges between 300
and 60omm, though actual amounts were consider-
ably lower.

He also notes that reduced rainfall affects water
reserves in wadis, reservoirs and dams. Annual rain-
fall in Jordan totals approximately eight billion cubic
metres, part of which is stored in dams with a com-
bined capacity of approximately 300 million cubic
metres. When the season is poor, these facilities
remain nearly empty, limiting the capacity to irrigate
crops.

rain), whichleavesits mark on the land and Possibl i for p
plant growth.

Dr Jamal Mousa, 1l ingcon-  Al-Khshashnel hasises that confronting cli-
sultant, notes that alwasm is defined as the first sea-  mate change requ:re: mitigation lhrough reducing
sonal rainfall exceeding 10 per cent of the annual and to new

average, lasting at least three consecutive days, not
followed by a dry spell exceeding ten days.

He adds that early al-wasm, typically in mid-
November, is best for farmers as it enhances plant
growth, whilstdelayed rainfall leads to stunted growth
and postponed planting seasons. To date, Jordan has
notexperienced sufficient rainfall.

‘World Bank estimates indicate that approxnmately
75 per cent of Jordan’s rainfall i d during

weather patterns. This includes rescheduling water
use, reducingr reliance on water intensive ag'nculture,
and martandl p farmingtech-
niques thatsave 50-90 per cent of water consumption.
He stresses the role of universities and agricultural
research centres in establishing model farms, empha-
sising the necessity of integrating these approaches
mto national food secunty plans to ensure sustainable
amidst ing climate change.

winter. A scientific study has shown that a 20 per cent
decrease in rainfall leads to a reduction in surface
runoff of up t052.8 per cent, w}uch diminishes wadi

Aninternational report notes that Jordan isamongst
the countries most vulnerable to drought, with tem-
peratures expected to rise by 3-4°C by 2050 under a
= E

and risk

nario.

340 mm

is The total rainfall at the
end of last season, which
is less than the usual
annual average of 400
to 600 mm, according to
the Ministry of Water and
Irrigation.

20

decrease in rainfall will
lead to a decreasein
surface runoff of up to
52.8%, which will affect
the replenishment of
wadis and groundwater
and increase the risk of
drought, according to a
scientific study.




